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EXT. FARVHOUSE - DAY

THOVAS CULVER (56), with dark tanned arns and si newy
strength, takes off his ballcap as he approaches the back
porch of his aging hone. His jeans start bluish at the wai st
and blend to the color of dirt by his ankles.

He stops, wi pes his brow, then opens the door.

I NT. FARMHOUSE KI TCHEN - DAY

Thomas enters the sinple kitchen and hangs his hat on a hook
by the door.

THOVAS
What are you doi ng?

At the kitchen table his son, PATRICK CULVER (20), with a
dark mop of roughly conbed hair and thrift store cl ot hing,
sits in front of a disassenbled radio. H's chin rests in his
hands and he stared at the neatly spaced conponents. He
doesn’t respond.

Thomas approaches him Patrick takes one piece fromthe
table and runs out of the room

Thomas pl aces the conponents into the enpty shell of a radio.

THOVAS
You can’t keep doing this.

He carries the pieces out of the room

I NT. UTILITY ROOM - DAY

Thonmas sets the broken radio onto a shelf next to the
skel etons of a VCR, clock radio, toaster oven, and a CD
Wal knman.

| NT. FARVHOUSE HALLWAY - DAY

Thomas knocks on a door and opens it.

I NT. PATRI CK'S ROOM - DAY

Patrick’s roomis very plain with no decorations. Hi's single
bed has a faded super hero bed spread.

Next to the bed is a folding table covered with el ectrical
conmponent s.



Patrick sits at a chair staring at themall.

THOVAS
I don’t understand this Patrick. |
just don’t.

Patrick continues staring at the parts.

THOVAS
I didn’t even know you coul d use a
screwdriver, then one day | cone in
and you’ ve taken ny al arm cl ock
apart.

Thomas steps into the room and places a hand on his son’s
shoul der .

THOVAS
You' ve got them arranged all nice.
You going to put them back
t oget her ?

Patrick | ooks up to him

THOVAS
Cone on.

Thomas turns to | eave and Patrick gets up.

I NT. FARMHOUSE KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Thomas cooks spaghetti on the stove with his back to Patrick.
Patrick sits at the kitchen table with a soldering station
set up. He solders two of the pieces together.

THOVAS
You took to that pretty quick. |
used to repair the odd radio for
peopl e, renenber?

He turns to the boy.

THOVAS
| don’t want you using that when
I’ m not here, you understand?

He waits for a response that doesn’t conme and turns back to
hi s cooki ng.

THOVAS
Anyway. | like that you seemto
have a hobby now, but...



Thomas stops, grips his side and bends over a bit. Patrick
| ooks up.

THOVAS
Thi s dammed ki dney stone has got to
be the size of a Bui ck.

He strai ghtens, w nces.
THOVAS
| ever pass this thing, |’ m going
to have it nounted.

Patrick focuses back on his sol dering.

THOVAS
Your not her was good about hel ping
me watch the salt. | don't do as

wel |l wi thout her.

Thomas stirs his sauce.

I NT. THOVAS S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Thomas sits up in bed. A noise cones fromsonewhere in the
house. He turns on a | anp.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Dim | anplight glows from behind the television. Thonmas
flicks on the overhead light to find the tel evision pushed
away fromthe wall and Patrick sitting behind it with a
screwdriver in his hand.

THOVAS
No. Absolutely not.

Patrick stands and sul ks off to his room

THOVAS
I nmean it.

Thomas flicks the |ight back off.

I NT. PATRICK'S ROOM - DAY
Thomas opens the door. He is fully dressed.

THOVAS
Ri se and shi ne.



Patrick rolls over to face his father
THOVAS
W’'re going to town. Can’t have
you destroying the tel evision.

Thomas | eaves the doorway.
I NT. PICKUP TRUCK - DAY
Thormas drives while Patrick | eans his head against the

passenger wi ndow and stares out at the passing scenery.

THOVAS
You sore about the tel evision?

Patrick doesn’t respond. Thomas sml es.

EXT. HOBBY- MART - DAY

The pick-up truck pulls into the parking |ot.

I NT. PICKUP TRUCK - DAY
Thomas places the truck in park and opens the door.

THOVAS
VWell, cone on.

Patri ck opens his door.

I NT. HOBBY- MART - DAY

Thomas hol ds the door open and Patrick wal ks in. H s eyes
wi den and he heads for aisle upon aisle of electronic
conmponents. Everything an el ectronics hobbyi st could want.
Thomas follows himin.

SAM (O S.)
Tom Cul ver ?

Tomturns to see SAM (45), with greying hair and a bit of a
bel Iy, standi ng behind the counter.

THOVAS
Hey there.



SAM
| thought that was you. Cone over
here and say hell o.

Thomas wal ks over to him

I NT. HOBBY- MART COUNTER - DAY

Thomas checks out sone electronic trinkets at the counter as
the two tal k.

SAM
You start repairing snall
appl i ances agai n?

THOVAS
No, it’s Patrick. He has got a bug
about sonething. Thought this
pl ace m ght hel p.

SAM
Gna and | were sorry to hear about
Norma. We sent flowers.

THOVAS
They were nice. | appreciated it.

SAM
My not her died of cancer, it’'s a
damabl e di sease.

THOVAS
Yes, it is.

SAM
You doi ng okay?

THOVAS
Oh, I'"magetting by. Farmand the
boy is a |lot sometimes you know,

but | get by.

SAM
How s he doing? Does he ever, you
know. . .

THOVAS

Tal k? Not really. He has a way of
letting ne know what he wants.

SAM
He graduated hi gh school though.



THOVAS
It was special ed, but he did make
it through.

SAM
He just staying with you?

THOVAS
Wiere could he go, a state
hospital? No thanks. W're
staying together until they cart ne
off in a box.

Thomas checks on his son who al ready has an arm | oad of
conmponents.

THOVAS
Use a basket Patri ck.

Patrick heads for the baskets w thout | ooking up.

SAM
What’ s he doi ng?

THOVAS
Bui | di ng sonmething. M ght just be
a neat | ooking doorstop, but he’'s
so focused. How nmuch is that he's
| ooking at?

Patrick holds up a electrical conmponent, studying it.
SAM
W have sonme stuff in the back, a
whol e bin we we’re probly just
going to throw out. If he wants to
| ook through it.
THOVAS
Thanks Sam |’ msure he'll get a
kick out of it.
Thomas pl aces the trinket he had been hol ding back on the
counter display.
I NT. FARVHOUSE KI TCHEN - NI GAT
Patrick finishes soldering a joint and sets the iron down.
A hal f eaten sandwi ch rests on a plate next to him

Thonmas eats his sandwi ch and watches his son



Patrick picks up his sol dered piece.

THOVAS
Fi ni shed?

Patrick holds the piece up to the door frane leading to the
living room trying different placenents.

THOVAS
You' re not hanging that there.

Patrick turns to his father with a slight frown.

THOVAS
It has to be a door franme?

Patrick’s frown di sappears.

I NT. FARVHOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Thomas pounds a nail into a free standing door frame in the
center of the roomas Patrick watches fromthe couch. He
hol ds the el ectrical conponent in his lap. The sparse
furniture has been pushed back to the walls to clear space.

THOVAS
WIl this work?

Patrick gets up fromthe couch. He places the conmponent on
the frane, again trying different placenents.

THOVAS
| have to go to bed, alright?
Don’t stay up all night, it’II
still be here in the norning.

Thomas grips his side.

THOVAS
Dammed st one.

Thomas wal ks out of the room holding his side, Patrick |ooks
up to watch himleave.

I NT. FARVHOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Thomas cones back into the living room dressed in his work

clothes. The door frane is covered in electrical conponents
i nked together by wires.



Patrick lies asleep on the couch, still fully clothed from
t he ni ght before.

Thomas pulls a quilt down over the boy and briefly places his
hand on the boy’s head.

I NT. FARMHOUSE KI TCHEN - DAY

Thomas enters holding his side. H's clothes are dirty. He
has no boots on and his white socks are stained with | eather
and sweat .

Patrick checks the contraption over. He |looks up to his
father, who still grips his side.

THOVAS
I"mfine.

Thomas slunps into the sofa

THOVAS
I am It’s just bothering ne a
little.

Patrick picks up an electrical cord attached to the nmachine
and takes a step towards the wall.

THOVAS
Whoa. What do you think you're
doi ng?

Patrick sl ows down, but keeps noving towards a wall power
outlet. Thomas stands up.

THOVAS
| said don’'t!

Patrick noves for the wall outlet. Thomas rushes him
gripping his side. Patrick plugs the cord in and the
contraption buzzes to |life as Thomas steps through it. Thonmas
takes Patrick’s armand they both freeze, then POP and the
lights go out.

THOVAS
It’s the breaker. Unplug that
thing, I'lIl flip it back on.

Thomas | eaves using the dimlight filtering in fromthe
Wi ndows.



THOMAS (O S.)
You can’t just do that. What if
somet hi ng happened to you?

Patrick unplugs the machi ne and begi ns inspecting it, pulling
sonet hing of f.

The lights return. Patrick holds a conponent w th snoke
wafting fromit. Thomas conmes back in. H's clothes are
conpletely clean, the socks bright white. No dirt from
earlier remains.

THOVAS
Do you hear me? W’'re getting rid
of this thing. 1’ve indulged it

t oo | ong.
Patrick | ooks down at his father’s pants.

THOVAS
VWhat ?

Thomas | ooks down at his now cl ean cl ot hes.

THOVAS
VWhat t he?

He | eans down for a closer |ook. He stands up, holds his
side, instinctively. Gips it tighter, bends and tw sts.

THOVAS
The ki dney stone. | swear it’'s
gone.

Patrick holds up the broken part.

THOVAS
["1l put in a heavier breaker and
we' Il go back to the store.

Patri ck and Thomas both | ook back to the nmachi ne.

I NT. HOBBY- MART - DAY

Thomas stands at the counter speaking with Sam Patrick
wal ks the isles holding a basket.

SAM
You want to go back and | ook at the
free stuff again?



10.

THOVAS
Not this tine. Anything he wants
I"mputting on credit.

SAM
Seriously? You cone into sone
noney?

THOVAS

I"ve got to tell you sonething.
This thing he’ s been buil ding.
It... it’s amazing.

SAM
What are you tal ki ng about ?

Anot her shop patron FINNEY (32), with greasy hair and a thin
wiry frame, overhears the conversation and carefully gets
within earshot. His basket hold various parts for
circunventing hone al arm systens.

THOVAS
It’s some sort of portal.
SAM
Like it takes you somewhere?
THOVAS
No. | stepped through it and it
changed ne. It cleaned ny clothes.
SAM
It’s a washi ng machi ne?
THOVAS
No, it... it got rid on ny kidney

stones. Like it figured out what
wasn’t needed and got rid of it.

SAM
You' re pulling ny |eg.

Fi nney sneaks cl oser.

THOVAS
I"mnot. | swear to god. He's a
geni us.

SAM

You realize what you’ re saying?
Something i ke that would be worth
a fortune.



11.

THOVAS
I know. It sounds crazy.

Fi nney knocks sonething off a shelf. Thomas and Sam stop
tal king. Finney replaces the itemon the shelf and wal ks
away.

I NT. FARVHOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Patrick attaches the final conponents to the machine. Thonas
enters the room

THOVAS
| put the new breaker in. [It’II
handl e the current or burn the
house down.

Patrick continues his tinkering. Thomas watches over his
shoul der .

THOVAS
You about done? Can | hel p?

Patrick freezes his progress.
THOVAS
Fine. Sorry, I'"'mgoing to find
something to pass through it.

Thonas | eaves the room

I NT. FARVHOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Thomas rests next to a pile of junk; tarnished silverware, an
old carburetor, a set of golf clubs, etc.

Patrick takes a step back fromthe machine and | ooks it over.

THOVAS
Done?

Patrick picks up the cord once again.

THOVAS
Be careful.

Thomas picks up a flashlight. Patrick |ooks to him

THOVAS
Just in case.



12.

Patrick plugs in the machine. A sound not unlike that of a
canera’s flash charging up fills the room A fewlights cone
on, the sound peaks, then the machine evens to a hum

THOVAS
Vel |, the breaker’s hol ding.

Thormas sets the flashlight down and picks up the tray of
tarni shed silverware. He places it on the ground in front of
t he adorned door frane.

THOVAS
Her e goes not hi ng.

He slides a brown tarni shed spoon through it.

It emerges fromthe other side shining |ike new. Patrick
pi cks up the spoon and inspects it.

Thomas | aughs.

I NT. FARVHOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

The entire pile of junk rests on the floor, all of it shined
and cl eaned.

The machine sits silent, its cord coiled up neatly beside it.
Laughing drifts in from another room
I NT. FARVHOUSE KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Thomas and Patrick sit at the table eating grilled cheese
sandw ches.

THOVAS
I thought you had bl owmn yourself up
for sure

Thomas | aughs.

THOVAS
Do you realize what you’ ve nmade in
there? It could... it could cure
di seases. |t could cure cancer

Thomas puts down his sandw ch.

THOVAS
Is that why do you did this?

Patri ck | ooks down.



13.

THOVAS
It was just a kidney stone. [|’'m
not goi ng anywhere.

Patrick puts down his sandwi ch and wal ks out of the room
Thomas | ooks over to a famly portrait on the wall of Thonas,
Patrick, and Nor ma.

THOVAS
I mss her too.

I NT. FARMHOUSE - N GHT

A clatter sounds from sonewhere in the house and Thonms sits
up. He clicks on his bedside |ight.

THOVAS
What ' s he doi ng now?

He turns out of bed and slips on his house shoes.

I NT. FARVHOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Thomas wal ks in and to see the | anp once again turned on
behi nd the tel evision and sonmeone working in the shadows.

THOVAS
You need to get to sleep.

Fi nney pops up behind the television, startled. Thonas
stunbl es back

THOVAS
What are you doing in ny house?

Fi nney hol ds up a gun.

THOVAS
Woa. Wiere's ny son? Wat are
you doi ng?

FI NNEY
Shut up! What is this thing? Wat
does it do exactly?

THOVAS
I don’t know. |’m not hel ping you.

FI NNEY
He m ght then.



14.

Fi nney points his pistol at Patrick who has energed fromhis
room

THOVAS
Don't! Patrick cone here.

Thomas noves to shield his son

FI NNEY
Ever ybody st op.

Patrick takes another step.

FI NNEY
| said stop! Tell himto stop

THOVAS
Pl ease, he’s special, he isn't
doi ng anyt hi ng.

Patrick picks up the cord to the machine.

FI NNEY

What’'s that? What's he doi ng?
THOVAS

He’ s going to show you what it

does.

Patrick |l eans down to plug in the machine. Finney |Iowers his
gun as the machine whirs to life.

Thomas | unges for him
Patri ck backs up

The two men struggle and gun cones | oose and slides across
t he room

Thomas fights Finney off. He punches the younger man in the
face.

Patrick picks up the pistol.

Fi nney pushes Thomas hard agai nst the wall, his head sl ans
into the wood paneling and he goes linp, sliding to the
floor.

Fi nney wheel s on Patri ck.

FI NNEY
What are you going to do with that?



15.

Patrick holds the gun linp in his hand.

FI NNEY
Gve it here. Cone on.

Patri ck extends his hand.
Fi nney steps towards him

FI NNEY
There ya go.

Patrick drops the gun just beyond Finney’ s reach, through the
machi ne and steps away.

FI NNEY
That’ || work too, you...

Fi nney steps through the machine to pick up the pistol. Hi's
clothes fall in a heap on the other side. The clothes are
cl ean and spotl ess.

Fi nney is gone.

Patrick kicks the gun into the machine and it doesn’'t cone
out the other side.

Thomas wakes up

THOVAS
Are you okay?

He passes through the machine to his son

THOVAS
What happened? Were' d he go?

Thomas searches the roomfinding only the pile of clothes at
t he base of the machi ne.

He clutches Patrick huggi ng him
Patri ck hugs hi m back.
FADE QUT.



