THE STARVING ARTIVISITS…like artist and activist…get it?

INT. KITCHEN. DAY.

LS  of AMY as she sits at the kitchen table making a macaroni necklace.  SARAH enters.

SARAH

WHAT ARE YOU DOING?

AMY

Arts and crafts.  Lookit, see what I made today.  Isn’t it so home sewn boho chic? I’ve totally solved our financial crisis; I’m thinking about selling them on Etsy.

SARAH

That’s our last box of macaroni.

AMY

I know, thank God.  I was feeling extra crafty today but I couldn’t afford any supplies and it’s too shitty outside to garbage-pick.

SARAH

We don’t have any other food.

AMY

I think it will be super marketable to that I’m-too-lazy-to-make-my-own-crafts-but-I-want-to-look-like-a-do-it-yourselfer crowd.

Sarah opens the cupboards.  They are bare.

SARAH

What are we going to eat, Amy?  We have completely run dry of our arsenal of non-perishables.

AMY

Oh.

CUT TO

Polaroid still photography montage of Amy and Ben using their non-perishables for ridiculous performance-art type things.

CUT TO

INT. KITCHEN. DAY.

LS of Amy and Sarah in their kitchen.

AMY

How are we going to create art without those canned soups?

SARAH

Now I know how those starving children in Africa feel.

CUT TO

Still photography and video montage featuring actual individuals struggling with hunger

CUT TO

INT. KITCHEN. DAY

CU on Amy wearing all of her food jewelry

AMY

Yeah. We are just like those starving children in Africa.

CUT TO

OPENING CREDITS

CUT TO

INT. CAFÉ. DAY.

Amy and Sarah join RICH and BEN at the café.

SARAH

Oh god, what did you guys order? We’re starving. 

AMY

Literally starving.  Like Africa kids.

SARAH

And I decided I’m going freegan again.

RICH

Freegan?

SARAH

Uh. Yeah.

Sarah pulls out a Pamphlet in lightning fast motion so it is right in front of Rich’s face (or in this case, the camera’s face), then opens the pamphlet so it fills the entire screen.

CUT TO

Montage of various CU shots of different parts of the pamphlet, as if Rich is reading through it as Sarah narrates

SARAH

(VO) Freeganism began in the mid 60s, out of both environmental and anti-globalization movements.

Being Freegan means participating in an anti-consumerist life style by employing alternative living strategies revolving around “limited participation in the conventional economy and minimal consumption of resources.”

The lifestyle entails living exclusively off of discarded, unspoiled food from restaurant or grocery store dumpsters.  This practice is also known as dumpster diving.  

Picture of two hipsters hugging a dumpster

Other practices encouraged by freegans are plate-scraping, wild foraging, gardening, and theft.

Quick montage of someone licking off someone else’s plate at a restaurant, a hipster in the forest, a hipster gardening giving a thumbs up, and a hipster running down the street with a TV, chased by cops.

AMY

Freegan is also a portmanteau of “Free” and “Vegan.” Yeah…Sarah used to date this freegan guy who left her to join the peace corp. That’s why she knows so much about it.

SARAH

He was like a Freegan Jesus.

AMY

Yeah.  So…I hope you guys ordered a lot of food.

BEN

You can share my falafel, Amy, If you need to.

RICH

Woah. Woah. Woah.  Wait. So, why are you guys starving?

AMY

Like Africa Kids.

RICH

Yeah. Whatever.

SARAH

Well, since our parents cut us off we’re totally broke.  And I’m the only one of us who holds a stable job.

AMY

I thought you quit the coffee house?

SARAH

Whatever, they’ll take me back.  Anyway.  That’s still not enough to support rent, and smoking, and my drinking habit, and Amy’s drinking habit, AN D food.  And we HAD a healthy arsenal of canned goods and boxed pasta in our pantry to get us through this rough patch except SOMEONE had to make arts and crafts out of our last few boxes of macaroni.

AMY

I was going to sell them on Etsy.

SARAH

And now we have no food.  And we’re starving.

AMY

I feel like I’m constantly being persecuted for my need to be creative.

SARAH

Besides, I have been lapsing on my freegan ideals and making myself a slave to consumerism for far too long.  It changes today.  What did you guys order?

BEN

Well I got falafel and Rich just got coffee.  Together we got faloffee.

WAITRESS enters

WAITRESS

Are you two ordering anything today?

SARAH

Uhm, I’m a freegan.  Do you guys have anything freegan here?

WAITRESS

What? Like, we have a garbage can?

SARAH

 It’s really important to me to not contribute with the massive waste and destruction of resources that comes from the mass production of food goods.

AMY

I’ll just have a water.

WAITRESS

Do you also want water? It’s free.

SARAH

Are you sure it’s free? Because sometimes these places like to pretend things are free when they actually aren’t…

WAITRESS

You know, I’ll check on that for you.

SARAH

Thanks. Yeah, if it’s free I’ll have a water.  And can you bring over that garbage can?

WAITRESS

Its right over there; help yourself.

PAN to reveal garbage can within one steps walking distance from Sarah.

Waitress exits.

RICH

That waitress hates you.

SARAH

I know, right?  I don’t know what her deal is.

RICH

You know she’s probably going to spit in our food.

AMY

You probably just look like someone.

Sarah gets up the one step to move the garbage next to her.

SARAH

Seriously, how hard would it have been for her to just bring the garbage over here?

CUT TO

CU on garbage can with Sarah’s hands rifling through it.  Near the top it is mostly just paper products, coffee cups.

BEN

A portmanteau of “pop” and “musical” would be popsickle….I want to write a popsickle!  Amy?

AMY

Yeah!

BEN

We should tell your mom…

SARAH

There are a lot more pressing matters here, Ben and Amy, than your desire to pursue creative endeavors based on wordplay.

BEN

You guys could probably get on food stamps

AMY

Fooood stamps…

BEN

My cousin got on food stamps; I think you guys would definitely qualify.  All you need is to prove to the government that your necessary expenses for living are beyond your means, I think.

RICH

Ben. Shut up. You guys cannot get on food stamps.  You can’t take advantage of one of the only truly nice services from our government available for low to no income families.

SARAH

Amy and I are a low to no income family.

RICH

Yeah right. At any time you could move back in with your millionaire parents, or sell all your purses and designer sunglasses and make at least half of what any given for-real needy family in the US makes in a year.

SARAH

I just want you to take a step back and think about what you are suggesting we do.  Also, the sale of products goes against my rekindled freegan ideals. A sandwich!

AMY

Don’t eat that, that’s gross, you’ll die.

SARAH

I don’t expect you to understand the things I know I have to do in order to fight the machine of consumerism, but I do expect you to support them.

CU on SARAH taking a bite of the half eaten sandwich covered in coffee grounds.

See, this is what it’s all about.

Waitress returns with the two waters

I’m sorry, but did you spit in these?

Waitress spits in Sarah’s water.

WAITRESS

Yeah.


CUT TO

EXT. STREET. DAY.

CU on Sarah getting spit on in the face.  She is singing and playing her guitar on the street with a sign that says “Freegan Food Only Please.” A gentleman throws some change.

SARAH

(sings) you said “anti-capitalism looks good on you, girl” so love tonight, revolution tomorrow…Hey- what the hell? Can’t you read this sign?

SARAH throws change back at gentleman

GENTLEMAN

Ow, I thought you were hungry.

SARAH

Not enough to buy food and support the global machine.  Haven’t you been listening to my songs?!

GENTLEMAN

Whatever, fine, starve…weirdo.

SARAH

(sings) So let’s share this plate of spaghetti, behind Mario’s pizzeria.  And eat this noodle like we are one.,,

LADY walks up to give Sarah a sandwich.

LADY

Here you go…

SARAH

Did you buy this?

LADY

Just across the street at the deli.

Sarah grabs the sandwich and throws it in the street.

SARAH

What the hell? Is NO ONE paying attention to me at all?  FREEGAN FOOD ONLY PEOPLE!  So unless you got this from the dumpster behind the deli- I don’t want your charity.

LADY

That was a waste of a perfectly good sandwich.

SARAH

GAH! I just feel like the world is falling apart and I’m just trying to grasp at strings for the sake of control!

CUT TO

INT. POST OFFICE. DAY

Amy stands in line at the post office.  She is on her cell phone.

AMY

Yeah, I told you Sarah, I have everything under control.  I can’t talk too much I’m in line at the post office right now, I’m like next.  Don’t worry; I know what I’m doing.

CUT TO

INT. POST OFFICE. DAY.

CU on Amy talking to post office employee.

AMY

So how many stamps can I get together?

CUT TO

INT. POST OFFICE. DAY.

MS on Amy and POST OFFICE EMPLOYEE

POST OFFICE EMPLOYEE

A book of stamps has 20 stamps and a roll has 100.

AMY

Oh wow.  Ok.  How much is a book of stamps?

POST OFFICE EMPLOYEE

It’s $8.20 for the book.

AMY

That’s amazing!  Yeah. I’ll take a book of those cute soup can-looking ones and another one of the assorted fruits.

POST OFFICE EMPLOYEE

That’s $16.40 for the two.

AMY

Wow.  This is seriously so great.  Thank you so much.  You do good work here.

POST OFFICE EMPLOYEE

Thank you. You have a good day mam.

CUT TO

EXT. STREET. DAY.

Sarah is singing and playing guitar, tears streaming down her face.  Another gentleman throws change in her guitar case.

SARAH

Love tonight….I don’t need your charity, that’s not why I’m doing this.

CUT TO

EXT. STREET. DAY.

CU on a pair of Birkenstocks.  Pan upward to reveal a man, illuminated by the sun, who looks remarkably like Jesus Christ.

FREEGAN JESUS

Hey Sarah.

CU TO

CU on Sarah’s teary eyed face looking up at the illuminated being.

SARAH

Freegan Jesus…It’s been so long…But…I thought you were in the Peace Corp getting clean water to children in Cambodia?

CUT TO

MS on Freegan Jesus

FREEGAN JESUS

I was, and thanks to me, those children in Cambodia will never go thirsty again.

CUT TO

LS on Sarah and Freegan Jesus having a chat

SARAH

God, you’re such an inspiration.

FREEGAN JESUS

It’s good to see you are on the path of righteousness again, returning to your freegan ideals and fighting against consumerism.

SARAH

I’ve just felt so lost lately.  I don’t know what I’m doing wrong.  I’ve been trying to get these people to understand, I’ve been asking them for freegan food but all I get is change and sandwiches they’ve bought, supporting the very institutions I’m fighting against.

FREEGAN JESUS

Well, sometimes Sarah, freeganism is a solitary path.  You cannot expect people to share or even understand your ideals.  You have to realize, Sarah, we’re just better than most people.  You have to be proactive in times of trouble.  Make things happen for yourself.

SARAH

But what should I do?

CUT TO

CU on Freegan Jesus

FREEGAN JESUS

What should you do? That is a broad question that only you can answer for yourself.  But what would I do? I would dumpster dive.  I would hang out behind my favorite restaurant until close at 2 am.  I would traverse the urban landscape of grocery stores to find that answer.

CUT TO

LS on Sarah and Freegan Jesus

SARAH

Ok.  Thank you Freegan Jesus.  I still love you.

FREEGAN JESUS

And I love all my little revolutionary children.  

CUT TO

CU on Freegan Jesus

Now, if you aren’t going to use this change, I need to take the bus.

CUT TO

MS on Sarah and Freegan Jesus

SARAH

Of course. 

FREEGAN JESUS

You’re a good one, Sarah.

CUT TO

LS of Freegan Jesus as he takes change out of Sarah’s guitar case and walks to the bus stop, which is within 5 feet of where they were squatting.  He stands there for a few moments, awkwardly in silence.

SARAH

So, if you’re in town then...Do you have a phone or something I can call you with?

FREEGAN JESUS

No phone. I communicate telepathically…And I’m seeing someone.

SARAH

Oh. Alright then…

A few more seconds of awkward pause with Freegan Jesus standing at the bus stop and Sarah with her guitar.

CUT TO

INT. GROCERY STORE. DAY.

LS on Amy unloading 20 cans of soup and assorted fruit items on to a grocery conveyer belt

CUT TO

INT. GROCERY STORE. DAY.

CU on soup cans being repetitively scanned, and a bunch of bananas weighed and entered as produce

CUT TO

INT. GROCERY STORE. DAY

MS on Amy and CLERK

CLERK

Ok.  That’ll be $67.72

AMY

Oh right. I have these.

Amy pulls out the booklet of Any Warhol commemorative soup can stamps, as well as the booklet of assorted fruits.  She also pulls out a stamp of a bell.

Oh wait, and also this.  Do you have any of this bell?  I couldn’t find any.  But I would also like this bell.

CUT TO

INT. GROCERY STORE. DAY.

CU on Amy’s fingers flipping through the stamp booklets of campbell’s soup cans and assorted fruits.  She licks one of the banana stamps and sticks it indignantly on a banana, and shows the clerk.

CUT TO

INT. GROCERY STORE. DAY.

CU on Clerk

CLERK

(Epic Pause.)

AMY

Well I guess it’s ok if you don’t have any bells.  I just wanted to check. You know…Sometimes they’re in the back room or something.

CLERK

What do you want to do with these?

CUT TO

INT. GROCERY STORE. DAY.

MS on Amy leafing through the stamp booklets and sticking the stamps on the various food items

AMY

Oh.  See… I have twenty canned soup stamps here…annnnnd I have an additional twenty of these produce stamps, so that should cover all of my fresh fruit. And the bell too, of course, if you have one.

CLERK

Mam.  These are postage stamps.

AMY

Don’t you mam, me, Mr Sir Man…I know my rights as a citizen.  And I have purchased these fooooood stamps as I am currently in a lower socio economic class than I am used to, and therefore need them to aquire nourishment.

CLERK

But mam, these aren’t food stamps, these are postage stamps.

AMY

What are you talking about?  This is a banana…and with it I purchase this banana.  Here are twenty cans of canned campbells soups…And with these, I purchase 20 cans of these campbells soups.

CLERK

You can’t use these here.  These are stamps of food, yes, but these are not food stamps, we don’t take postage stamps as payment for food.  You can’t use these here.

AMY

Well, where can I use them?

CLERK

A post office?

AMY

Oh, do you know what post office has a good produce selection?

CLERK

I don’t know.  You can mail a letter.  Pay your bills.  The sky is the limit.  These will not work here.  They will not work anywhere to get you food.

AMY

Woah.  I can use these to pay bills?

CLERK

You can use these to mail the bills you have, which you pay for, with money.  Like the rest of America.

AMY

You know, I don’t like your tone. I would like to speak with your supervisor.

CUT TO

INT. APARTMENT. DAY.

Amy walks in, completely flustered after her experience at the grocery store.  Sarah is busy in the kitchen with all of her freegan findings…They have overtaken the kitchen.

AMY

Oh god. So I went to the grocery store, and it turns out they DON’T take food stamps and…what the heck is going on?

SARAH

All of our food troubles are solved.

Amy sits down at kitchen table, Sarah puts a plate in front of her.  It is her necklaces, cooked, and on a plate.

AMY

Did you cook my necklaces?

SARAH

Yes, but don’t be mad, freeganism is like urban foraging.  Where there is food, I will find it. And I will make it a meal.

AMY

I was going to sell these on Etsy…

SARAH

Shut up.  I went behind Sartori’s, and they were dumping these like, huge vats of marinara sauce into the dumpsters that I salvaged in these plastic baggies.

CUT TO

CU of plastic grocery bag full of marinara sauce

CUT TO

MS of Amy and Sarah in the kitchen

I cooked some up, I’m going to put some on your pasta jewelry.

Sarah ladles pasta sauce on Amy’s pasta necklaces, which are still on strings.  Amy picks one up by the string and eats it.

AMY

Uhm. Yeah. It’s delicious.  You smell like a dead fish.

SARAH

Oh yeah, I almost forgot I have real treat.  Have you been craving sushi?

Sarah retrieves a Styrofoam box filled with old sushi

It’s only like a day old, too.

AMY

I’m a vegan, I can’t eat that.

SARAH

That’s the beauty of it though, it doesn’t count if it’s free.  Open wide.

AMY

I’m going to throw up.  I can’t.  I’m going to get some air.

SARAH

Can’t you just be happy that I’m making things happen?

CUT TO

EXT. APARTMENT. EVENING.

Amy sits on the front stoop of her apartment and lights a cigarette.  Ben approaches.

BEN

H-AMY! It’s a portmanteau of Hey and Amy.

AMY

Heybmmnn….Hehhn…I guess it doesn’t really work with your name.

BEN

What’s going on?

AMY

Ugh. Sarah keeps trying to feed me garbage. She’s just so into dumpster diving now. She brought home all this old sushi and an assortment of pasta sauces in plastic bags. And then she served it to me over my necklaces.

BEN

I’m sorry kid.

AMY

I worked really hard on those.

BEN

You were going to sell them on Etsy.

AMY

I know, right?

Sarah comes down the stairs dressed in a garbage bag, goggles, and gardening gloves, like in  a child’s scuba costume

SARAH

I’m going back in the trenches.  There is trash out there. Sweet, delicious, nutritious trash.  Wish me luck.

AMY

Can you pick me up a Jicama?

SARAH

Will try.

Sarah walks off determined

AMY

Yeah, she’s fucking nuts…she’s futs…

BEN

So, she’s going to be gone all evening then?

AMY

Yeah…

BEN

So all that food is up there, unsupervised?

AMY

Oh my god. You’re a genius.

CUT TO

15 second clip of strange video art performed by Amy, filmed by Ben.  The video is titled Consumed by the Consumed; a parallel between food and war.  Timeline of battles ranging from The Aioli Massacre, The Battle of Chickpeamauga, to the Cold Cut War are visually depicted in the film.

CUT TO

INT. APARTMENT. NIGHT.

Sarah walks into the apartment, still dressed for dumpster diving.  She takes off her goggles and puts them on her head.  Amy is covered in marina sauce, gathering in a pool on the floor at her feet.  Ben stops his video camera.

SARAH

What the hell? You used all of my marinara and aioli?! We had so much food. You keep wasting all of our food.

BEN

We’re going to put it up on YouTube…And maybe send it to Amy’s mom…

AMY

He do you have my Jicama?

SARAH

You know, It’s a dumpster, not a grocery store so you can’t just expect me to pick something specific up, but yeah, catch.

AMY

Sweet, now I have everything for Iwo Jicama.

SARAH

No. Amy.  You can’t just keep wasting food every time you’re feeling a little arty.

AMY

I’m an artist Sarah, and I don’t expect you to understand, or even respect what I do, but I do expect you to support it.  Besides…I was doing it for you.  It’s called Consumed by what is consumed, it parallels America’s relationship with food with war, I thought it would help inspire you for your battle against consumerism.

SARAH

That’s actually very sweet.

AMY

Great, so could you whittle that jicama to look like exposed bone fragments then? Awesome.

CLOSING CREDITS

