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DANIEL

By Henry Hartono
1.
EXT. Daniel’s HOUSE. DAY

An external shot of an old large house in a suburban residency. 

2.
INT. Daniel’s HOUSE LIVINGROOM. DAY

DANIEL GREENBERG (11) is alone watching TV in the living room. The paint on the wall is peeling off and dirty. Several newspapers are scattered on the brown stained carpet. 

Daniel is short for his age, has blond short hair. He contentedly flicks the channels repeatedly and stops on a colourful children’s cartoon. A gleaming wide grin splashes across his adorable face as a cartoon character on TV stumbles over a bucket of water. 

DANIEL’S MOTHER GLADYS O’ROURKE (32), dressed in black jeans and a halter top comes into the room. She is in a rage and strikes Daniel on the side of his head.

GLADYS

I told you to clean up the kitchen. I’m not going to tell you again. Go now!

Daniel cries crawled up on the floor without a hint of saying a word. His mother leaves the livingroom looking remorseless after her actions. 

3.
ext. DAniel’s house backyard. day

Daniel is in the backyard. He is angrily drawing on a piece of paper of a woman that resembles his mother. The figure is hanging on a tree by a rope that is tied to the branch of a large tree; with deep marooned coloured blood dripping from her mouth.

4.
inT. DAniel’s house mother’s bedroom. day

20 years have passed, Gladys (52) is in her bedroom, lying in her big spacious bed. The room is filled with ornaments and little statues positioned in table sides and on top of shelves. Her body is slender and she is wearing a floral dressing gown. She is eating a bag of chips and at the same reading the latest tabloid magazine.

Daniel (31) comes in to the bedroom. He’s wearing a white shirt and black pants and has a crew cut combed hair.

Daniel

I’m going to work.

Gladys

Don’t be late coming home like you did yesterday. Listen! You know what will happen if you do it again.

Daniel wants to react, but just nods in silence and leaves his mother’s room.

4.
inT. DAniel’s house kitchen. day

Daniel is in the kitchen cutting up some vegetables for dinner. The kitchen is medium sized. Cooking utensils clog up the basin.

Daniel is angry and grimaces. He cuts up the vegetables in a vicious manner.

After he’s done with the task, Daniel picks up his black work shoes and puts it on. He opens the backdoor of the house and closes the door behind him to go to work.

5.
INT. BUS. DAY

Daniel is sitting down on a single seat. The engine of the bus growls in the background. He looks around. He sees a mother and her male child sitting in the opposite seat. The child chuckles as he makes funny faces at his mother. The mother smiles and pinches the child’s cheeks playfully.

6.
Int. Store basement. day

A dark gloomy store basement. Cardboard boxes are strewn all over. Daniel is all alone. He picks up a box of whitegoods and stacks them on a high shelf. He looks around. The focus is on his face. Sweat drips down from his forehead, his body trembles with fear. Pain and fear gradually appears on Daniel’s face. His eyes are fearful. 

7.
INT. Daniel’s house basement. night

Flashback: A young Daniel is in a basement. It is dark, and the air is so thick with dirt, Daniel is able to barely breathe. He looks terrified and trembles, almost the same way as the previous scene. 

A Loud ruckus can be heard from the above room. Curiously, He moves in closer to the basement door. From the door’s keyhole a faint beam of light shines through. He presses his face on the keyhole to see what the loud sound is. Through the keyhole we see Daniel’s mother screaming and fighting with a man.

8.
Int. Store basement. day 

Present: Zooms out of Daniel’s eyes. Fear slightly fading on Daniel’s still face. Fade to Black.

9.
INT. food court. day

Daniel sits down in a crowded food court to have his lunch break. People are ordering food, children and babies can be seen crying, school kids are laughing. He pulls out a sandwich from a brown paper bag. 

As he is about to take a bite, his eyes widen to notice a girl he knows. Daniel has a look of joy on his face. 

The girl is CHLOE WILLIAMS, (24). She has long flowing brown hair, wearing a halter top and a short skirt. Chloe looks cute in her outfit. She sees Daniel and waves to him and comes over to where Daniel is sitting and sits down next to him.

CHLOE

So how are you today?

DAniel

I’m ok.

Chloe

I loved the pendant you gave me the other day. You are so sweet.

Daniel is smitten with Chloe. She is wearing the heart pendant and holds it up and looks at it. 

chloe

I want to meet your mother. I’m sure I will love her as much I love you.

daniel

I don’t think it’s a good idea.

chloe

Why not? I’m sure it’s fine.

Chloe’s phone rings. She talks on the phone.

chloe 

(To phone) I nearly forgot, I’ll be there soon.

Chloe 

(To Daniel) Hey I gotta go, don’t forget to come by my place tomorrow after work ok?

daniel

I’ll be there.

10.
Int. Daniel’s house. night

Daniel is sitting down eating at the dinner table, His mother is sitting opposite him.

Gladys

How come you seem different lately? 

daniel

What do you mean? 

Gladys

You look happy. Are you doing drugs?

Daniel

No.

Daniel looking perplexed gets up and walks over to the kitchen sink and puts his plate down in it. Fade to Black

11.
INT/ext Chloe’s apartment. day

Daniel gets out of his car and walks up to an apartment. He knocks on the door. 

A glowing chloe opens the door.

chloe

Hello there. Come on in.

Daniel comes into the apartment.

The apartment is small with a crème coloured walls. The living room contains a leather couch and a small TV set in the corner. 

chloe 

Do you want anything to drink? Beer? Coffee?

daniel

Beer thanks

Chloe disappears to the kitchen.

Daniel sits himself down on the couch and looks around the place. He sees various pictures frames on top of a desk. One of them shows a young Chloe pictured with a woman.

Chloe comes back into the living with two cans of beers She sits down next to Daniel and gives him one of the beers.

Daniel

Thanks.

chloe

I want to ask you something

daniel

What is it?

Do you love me? 

Daniel nods.

daniel 

Yes I do.

Daniel looks longingly at Chloe.

Chloe

I do to. I’ve never felt about anyone as I feel about you.

Daniel smiles. Chloe comes closer to Daniel, touches his lips and kisses them. Daniel responds by kissing her back. She takes of her top, and bra.

Chloe

Do you want to touch my breasts?

Daniel looks at her and glances away shyly. Chloe smiles.

chloe

It’s ok. Don’t be shy.

Daniel gives into temptation and moves forward awkwardly and touches her breasts. She stands up and takes of her panties. She sits back down. Daniel lies down on the couch. Chloe gets on top of Daniel. Fade to black.

12.
int. daniel’s house living room. night

Daniel arrives home. Background noises from the TV set can be heard. Gladys faces him in an angered state.

Gladys

Where were you all day? I told you to be home by 6.

Daniel stays silent. Gladys grows madder and strikes Daniel on the side of his head with such force that he falls to the floor.

gladys

Don’t make me ask again.

Daniel

I was with a girl. 

gladys

Oh that’s why you’re always home late. You will never see this girl again. Ever.

daniel

I love her and I want to live with her.

gladys

Over my dead body. You will never leave this house or me again. Go to the basement, now!

Daniel looks up at his mother, looking slightly livid and drags himself to the basement. Gladys follows.

13.
int. daniel’s house basement. night

Gladys opens the basement door and pushes him in. She locks the door and puts the key in her pocket. 

In the basement Daniel is alone; the darkness of the place distorts his state of mind. He stares into the blackness of the surroundings and only his piercing eyes are visible. Fade to Black.

14.
ext. street. day

It’s a sunny day. Chloe is walking along the footpath of a suburban neighbourhood. She looks around the different houses trying to find Daniel’s house.

15. ext/int. daniel’s house. day

Chloe stops at a particular house, observes it momentarily and checks the piece of paper she’s holding if it’s the right address she’s looking for.

She knocks the door, waits but no answer. Knocks again a second time, gladys opens the door.

gladys

Yes, can I help you?

Chloe

Hi, does a Daniel Greenberg live here?

gladys

Yes he does, who might you be?

chloe

I’m Chloe, I’m his girlfriend.

gladys

Oh I see, come in, he’s just in the shower.

Chloe comes in and sits herself in the couch of the living room. The couch is torn and old. Gladys seems strangely calm. She sits herself on a single couch next to Chloe.

gladys

So how did you meet Daniel?

chloe

Well, we met a month ago at the mall and since then we’ve become quite close.

gladys

Is that right? 

I think it’s for the best if you don’t see my son anymore.

Chloe feels a bit uneasy. She is surprised at the response. 

chloe

Why can’t I see him anymore? Have I done something wrong?

gladys

I just don’t think you are the right person for my son.

Chloe becomes emotionally distressed. Tears wells up in her eyes. 

chloe

I love him. He is so special to me.

gladys

Wait here. I’ll go get him. 

Gladys gets up and walks into the kitchen. She pulls out a particular knife from a knife stand and walks out of the kitchen and goes back to the living room. 

Chloe is still sitting on the couch. Then from behind, Gladys walks nearer to her with the knife clutched at her side. She swings the knife down onto Chloe’s back. Chloe screams in agony as a blood sprays onto Gladys’ face and dress. Chloe stumbles off the couch to the floor. Her body Writhes on the floor momentarily then stops. Fade to Black. 

16. int. daniel’s house hallway. day

Gladys drags Chloe’s dead body through the house. She stops at the basement door and opens it. She drags the body down the stairs of the basement and drops it near the sleeping Daniel, as if presenting her “prized kill” for her son. 

Daniel looks ragged and filthy since he hasn’t left the basement in days. 

gladys

Wake up Daniel.

He opens his eyes and fixes his view on the body of Chloe lying on the dirty floor. He stands up slowly and walks toward his mother. As a sign of him overcoming his fear of his mother and feeling a love is lost; he grabs her neck and squeezes with all his might. She struggles to fend him off, and falls backward. Daniel continues to choke her until she stops breathing. An emotionless Daniel stands above his mother’s body. Fade to Black.

17
ext. car in road. day

The sun is scorchingly bright. In the distance a car is seen. It is an orange 1986 Holden commodore. Dust and dirt has almost covered the whole car. Daniel is the driver of the car. He’s dressed in a short sleeve polo shirt and khaki pants. A strange amount of flies buzzes around in the car. Then we get a clear view of Chloe’s decomposing corpse sitting next to him. He is finally happy for once in his life with Chloe at his side.

THE END
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