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FADE | N:

HERSHL ALTMAN (V. Q)
No one can escape the fate pre-
ordained for himfrombirth til
final breath. This conviction has
conpelled ne to describe ny life
story.

CUT TGO
FLASH FORWARD

EXT. USSR (WH TE RUSSIA) - M NSK - A BRI GHT AND SUNNY W NTER
DAY (1940)

HERSHL, his wife, HANELE, HAYIM Hershl's brother-in-Iaw,
BELLA, Hayims wife, UZIEK, Hershl's friend, HELLA, Uziek's
wife, late twenties, and crowds of REFUGEES who | ook |ike
rag-tag beggars, nove through the cold streets of Mnsk al ong
the trolley lines, with determ nation

[MXx with visuals fromthe tinme period]

More "vagabonds" conme together from side streets. A huge

mass of denonstrators stop before the wi de steps of an i mense
government building on Kirov Street and, with a |loud roar

that reaches a deafening crescendo, they shout:

CROAD
(we want to go hone!)
M hot shym donoi! M hot shym donoi !

Crowds of Sovi et PASSERSBY stop with nout hs agape, stunned
at the daring spectacle. Uniformed POLI CEMEN chase t hem away.

POLI CEMAN
Conme on now, nove on. There'll be no
| oitering here.

PASSERBY #1
Wo are these people?

PASSERBY #2
Troubl emakers - dirty Jews. Hitler
chased them from Pol and and now
t hey' ve cone here to stir up trouble.

PASSERBY #1
Look what they're doi ng now.

A trolley comes up froma distance. As it speeds cl oser
Hershl, Hayim Uziek and ot her refugees rush to Iie down on
the trolley car tracks causing the trolley to come to a
conpl ete stop

[MXx with visuals fromthe tinme period]



A few GOVERNVENT OFFI Cl ALS come out of their offices
i ncl udi ng Morozov, the head of the Regional Superior Soviet.
He appears stunned by the boldness of it all.

GOVERNVENT OFFI Cl AL #1
(conr ade refugees)
Tovari shtshi bieszentsi, come gather
at the steps. Conrade MORQZOV wi shes
to speak to you

Wth sonme initial hesitation, the refugees get up off the
trolley tracks and approach the steps of the munici pal
adm ni stration building. Mrozov shouts through a negaphone.

MORQZOV
Conr ade refugees, why this uncalled
for denonstration? |f you w sh,
you' || be granted free passage to
the western territories. |'ve ordered
a registration comr ssion to issue
your required permts. Go to the
Cl ubhouse of Deaf Mutes. Wien you
get there, file up in line and, if
you wi sh, you'll be given perm ssion
to go to the west.

The crowd begins to push forward with everyone vying to be
first to reach the C ubhouse: an i mense governnent buil di ng,
drab and | oom ng over the crowd, an om nous presence. Hersh
turns to Hayi mand Uziek indicating fear that a trap is being
set .

HERSHL
Wiy don't we go in first? These
Soviet officials can't be trusted.
If, everything's on the up and up,
we can call the wonen in |ater.

Uzl EK
You're right. It could be a trap. |
woul dn't put it past them

Hershl, Hayim and Uziek are the last to walk into the

Cl ubhouse. Their steps echoing against the walls and vaunted
ceilings of the dark entry hall as their |ong shadows | ead

t he way.

| NT. CLUBHOUSE - DAY

Hershl, Hayim and Uzi ek are surrounded by ARVED POLI CE who
won't all ow anyone in or out. CLERKS, who are seated at
various tables in the | obby, begin a process of registration.
Her shl cautiously approaches a REG STRATI ON CLERK. Hayi m and
Uzi ek are escorted to ot her CLERKS.



REG STRATI ON CLERK
Your name, occupation, place and
date of birth, and previous enpl oynent
in the USSR

HERSHL
Hershl Altman, mlliner, Warsaw
Pol and, Ei ghth of August 1912. |
wor ked as a box maker in Vitebsk.

REG STRATI ON CLERK
WI1l you be going back to the factory
or returning to the West?

HERSHL
West .

The Registration Cerk notions for an officer to direct Hersh
into a roomwhere others had answered as he had.

EXT. CLUBHOUSE - HOURS LATER - N GHT

Hershl and the others are | ed out through a back door. They
are herded into a | arge yard where huge bl ack trucks ("bl ack
crows") are waiting. The trucks are wi ndow ess except for a
smal |, iron-barred pane on the back door. On each side of

t he door there is an ARMED GUARD

HERSHL
Where are you taking us?

ARMED GUARD
Where do you think, Jew? Where we
take all crimnals, to jail.

They are crowded into the trucks; doors are |ocked shut, the
engi nes are started and they are carted off to prison as the
dar kness of night begins to close themfrom vi ew

FLASH FORWARD ENDS
FLASHBACK

EXT. WARSAW POLAND - 1915 - THE JEW SH QUARTER- EARLY
MORNI NG

Snow is falling heavily. Frozen cobbl estone streets lead to
an old four-story building. A tenant exits from an adjacent
wat er cl oset, bundled up and | eani ng against a furious w nd.

I NT. AN | MPOVERI SHED TWO- ROOM FLAT - PRE- DAVWN

HENDL sleeps in a small bed with both her sons, BEN TSI ON,

5, and HERSHL, 3. LEV, an elderly orthodox Jew, 70's, FEYQE
his wife, 70's, and UNCLE SI MKHE, 30's, are fast asleep. Lev
awakens, adjusts his skullcap and prepares for Mrning Prayer.
He takes his quilt and places it over Hendl and her children
and ki sses Hershl on the forehead.



HERSHL( ADULT V. Q)
It was dreadfully cold that w nter,
and we hadn't any noney for buying
wood or coal. | renmenber lying in
bed crying day after day for |
experienced nearly unbearabl e hunger
pangs and suffered extrenely painful
chilblains fromny frosthitten feet.

GRANDFATHER LEV S| LBERM NTZ
Shh, Shh, don't cry. Papa will cone
home and bring you bread and shoes.
Soon it'll be warmand you'll play
out in the yard with the other
chi | dren.

CUT TGO

Lev stands by the wi ndow and reads out |oud from a newspaper.
Wrld War | is in full swing and everyone, including Hershl,
who is still in bed, listens attentively as grandfather reads
the nanes of soldiers killed in battle.

HERSHL (V. Q)
We all held our breath afraid we
m ght hear Uncle Sinkhe's nane |isted
anong the dead. As | |istened,
fell asleep until nother returned
from peddling candy in the street.

Hershl's nother, Hendl, arrives honme. She takes out a snal
| oaf of bread and a few nmeasly potatoes and prepares a thin,
wat ery potato soup. She then awakens everyone.

HENDL
Come on, get up. Get up, lazy bones.
Lunch is ready.

They all sit down to share their poor little mneal.
FLASHBACK - FI VE YEARS EARLI ER
| NT. TEXTILE FACTORY - LEV'S OFFI CE - DAY

Lev sits at his desk. AVROM SHOLEM ALTMAN, 20's, sits across
fromLev; he's |ooking for enploynent.

LEV
Have you experience working a bobbin
machi ne?

AVROM SHOLEM
No. But I'mwilling to learn. My
parents sent me to Warsaw - to further
my religious education..



LEV
Then, why are you here? Shoul dn't
you be pursui ng Tal mudi ¢ studi es and
honori ng your parents' w shes?

AVROM
| want to be sel f-supporting.
Rel i gi ous studies won't do it for
me. It isn't the future | desire.

LEV
So, what kind of future do you desire?

AVROM
Soci al and econom c justice. Wen
t he oppressed rise up and
establish a nore equitable state...

LEV
What is this thing you re preachi ng?
Soci al i sn? Conmmuni snf®?

AVROM
Zionism W'IIl establish a new state
in Pal estine.

LEV
(skeptical silence -
beat)
| like better the first thing you
said. Wth that | can help. You should
think to do sonmething practical with
your life.

Lev begins to teach Avrom how to operate a bobbin machine in
which thread is prepared for use on textile weavers.

MONTAGE: AVROM DEDI CATES HI MSELF TO ORGANI ZI NG HI S CO- WORKERS

1) Avrom hands out notices for after-work nmeetings to discuss
wor ki ng condi ti ons.

2)Avromdraws a crowd of CO WORKERS as he gi ves speeches
devoted to the socialist class struggle.

3)Avrom and fellow co-workers draft a |ist of demands.
| NT. TEXTILE FACTORY - LEV'S OFFI CE - DAY

Avrom and his co-worker's are seated and standi ng around
Lev's desk, presenting demands for new working conditions.

LEV
| don't see what's to negotiate. If
you' re unhappy, go home. Who's
st oppi ng you?



AVROM
You give us no choice but to strike.

LEV
Hendl, pay themtheir wages, please.
Kindly take yoursel ves out of here
and never set foot in nmy factory
agai n.

Lev angrily storms into the factory area and stands up on a
wooden box.

LEV (CONT' D)
|"ve just dism ssed your
representatives. If you think you're
not bei ng paid enough, say so. 1'l
consi der any request that's justified
or, if you so choose, resign. One
thing I'll not tolerate is
i nsubordi nati on - not now, not ever!

Dead silence reigns. The workers return to their respective
tasks with bowed heads.

I NT. TEXTILE FACTORY - LEV'S OFFI CE - DAY

Lev is doing paperwork. Hendl enters his office with a | ook
of concern in her eyes.

HENDL
Tat a?

LEV
Yes, dear?

HENDL

Pl ease | et Avrom cone back to work.
You shoul d see what he | ooks |ike.

He's so emaciated, |"'mafraid he'l

di e.

Lev stops what he's working on and glares sternly at Hendl.

LEV
"1l never let that rabbl e-rouser,
that instigator set foot in this
est abl i shment agai n.

HENDL
Tatush, you're not as hard-hearted
as you pretend. Please do it for ne,
for ny sake, if not for his.

Lev's bitter | ook softens as he listens to his daughter's
pl ea. He sighs.



LEV
Hendl , dear, how can | refuse you?
He can conme back, but no nore strike
threats. No nbre demands or he's
back on the streets.

Hendl hugs her father with joy.

HENDL
Thank you, tata. I'll tell himright
now.

Lev has a strange feeling about Avrom he warns Hendl.

LEV
Stay away fromthat boy. He's no
good for you.

Hendl hurries out of the office. Lev is unsure of his
deci si on.

I NT. THE FACTORY - DAY

The factory is hunm ng with beehive efficiency. Avromis at
his work station with fell ow workers as Hendl passes by
di stributing the worker's weekly wages.

AVROM
Good day, Hendl, you're | ooking nost
attractive, as usual.

HENDL
Good day, Avrom aren't you the bold
one?

AVROM

You' re the kindest, nobst generous
person |'ve ever had the pleasure to
know.

HENDL
Wel |, thank you, Avrom but you're
much too extravagant.

AVROM
Not at all. If it wasn't for you, |
don't know what woul d' ve becone of
me. How can | ever thank you?

HENDL
(extends her hand to
gi ve Avrom hi s pay)
You can start by not enbarrassing ne
in public.

AVROM
Pl ease, forgive ne. | didn't nean to
of fend you.



They bot h bl ush.
AVROM ( CONT' D)
Can | call on you Saturday afternoon
and take you for a wal k?

H s forwardness takes Hendl unaware. She is unable to recover
her conposure sufficiently to answer.

AVROM ( CONT' D)

It's settled then. 1'll wait for you
at the gate of your honme at two
o' cl ock.

I NT. LEV'S HOVE - DAY - SI X MONTHS LATER

Lev frantically paces back and forth as Hendl and Avrom stand
before him Feygie and Uncle Sinkhe | ook on in silence.

LEV
How coul d you di sappoint nme so -
take up with this fellow that you
know I woul d never approve of? If
you don't break off with this
instigator, this rebel, not only

will I dismiss himbut I'Il see to
it that he never finds enpl oynent
agai n.

AVROM

We cane only for your blessing. W
want to marry as soon as possible.

HENDL
"1l leave honme. W'll marry w t hout
your consent.

LEV
Marry? Never! Not while I'mstil
alive!

HENDL

Pl ease, tata, don't turn us away.

AVROM
Come, Hendl. You see, it's no use.
Anyway, we don't need his consent.

Tears roll down Hendl's eyes. Avromtakes Hendl by the hand
and escorts her out of the house. He slanms the door behind
them as they storm out.

MONTAGE - CONDI TI ONS BECOVE UNTENABLE FOR HENDL

1) Hendl gives birth to BEN TSION at the end of the first
year of marriage.

2) Two years later, HERSHL comes into the world.



10.

3) Avrom spends his days and half his nights organi zi ng worker
cells dedicated to socialist ideals.

4) He rises in the ranks of the Left Paole Party of the
Zi oni st novenent .

5) Quarrels break out between Avrom and Hendl as the children
cry.

6) Avrom stornms out of the house.

7) Hendl sits on the bed watching her two sons sl eep. She
weeps uncontrol | ably.

I NT. LEV HOVE - DAY

HERSHL (V. Q)
Grandnot her begged grandfather to
make his peace with nother. They
took us to their honme where we |ived
happily for many nonths. Wen the
Germans eventual | y occupi ed Pol and,
t hey decl ared Russi an currency to be
wort hl ess and so grandfather's entire
fortune cane to ruin.

| NT. LEV HOVE - NI GHT

Feygie lies in bed; she's very sick and dying.

EXT. THE JEW SH CEMETERY - DAY

Lev, Hendl, Uncle Sinkhe, Ben-Tsion, Hershl, and other
MOURNERS gat her around the cenetery plot in grief and tears.
Grandfather is seen staring into the distance seeking sone
reason for the dreadful calamty that has befallen him He
cries like a child over his great |oss.

END FLASHBACK

| NT. LEV'S APARTMENT - DAY - A FEW MONTHS LATER

Lev hurries into the apartnent, obviously excited. Hendl,
Uncl e Si mkhe, Ben-Tsion, and Hershl are briefly startl ed.

LEV
You'll not believe who | ran into
t oday.

HENDL

Take it easy tata. What's all the
exci tenment about ?

LEV
Do you renenber Yosef G eenbaum the
supervi sor of ny factory?
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HENDL
O course, how could |I forget?

LEV
He just opened a factory of his own,
on Bonifraten Street, and he wants
me to be supervisor of his factory.
He prom ses to pay nme a handsone
conpensation for mnmy work.

Hendl hugs Lev.

HENDL
That' s wonderful papa, what good
news.

LEV

Good news? A gift from heaven. Now,
you can give up peddling and devote
yourself to taking care of the house
and children. And Sinthe, there's
wor k for you too.

MONTAGE

After grandfather works for several weeks, their lives take
a noticeabl e change for the better.

1) Ben Tsion and Hershl Are enrolled in a Jewi sh school at 6
Nowol i pj e Street.

2) Mother takes themto a tailor and orders them new suits
of clothes, and then takes them for new shoes.

3) They're living the good life, like "God in Qdessa.™
| NT. LEV'S APARTMENT - FRI DAY EVENI NG, THE SABBATH

Gandfather sits at the head of the table. He is dressed in
his brand new satin gabardine, which is tied with a heavy
girdle around his hips. He raises a full Kiddush cup, stands
up, and pronounces the ritual blessing and, in a strong voice
sings the traditional Sabbath nel ody.

The rest of the famly listens with respect and attenti on.
Grandf at her sips sone of the Kiddush wi ne and nmakes sure to
gi ve everyone a taste. Hendl brings the fish, the Sabbath

| oaf, and the soup with so nmany gl obul es of fat floating on
top that the light fromthe Sabbath candl es plays and dances
upon them

Sonmeone knocks at the door. Mdther goes to open it. It's the
POSTMAN del i vering a red-1lacquer seal ed envel ope. She opens
it and pulls out a letter and sonme Anerican dollars. She
begins to read the letter to herself.

LEV
Hendl, who's it fronf
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HENDL
It's fromAvrom He's in Anerica. He
says he's extrenely sorry for his
m streatment of us. He asks
forgiveness for the sins he's
commtted and prom ses that things
will be different from now on.

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

A TEACHER sits at her desk as STUDENTS quietly work on an
assignment. Hershl, a little older, sits at his desk. His
attention is drawn to the classroom door opening.

MAN S VO CE (AVROM (O S.)
Is there a boy here by the nane of
Her shl Al t man?

TEACHER
Yes sir. Hershl, step to the front
of the class, please.

Hershl rises fromhis seat and advances tentatively; The
stranger steps into the room it's his father. Avromruns
toward hi mand, before Hershl realizes what's happening,
he's scooped up into the young man's arns as he fiercely
presses Hershl to hinself and covers his face with ki sses.

AVROM
(in a whisper)
It's me your father, dear child.

HERSHL (V. Q)
For the first time inny life, |
felt what it neant to have a fat her.
MONTAGE - A NEWWAY OF LI FE, A DEVOTED FAM LY

1) They visit the section of town known as Lashenkes where
they picnic at a nunber of magnificent parks.

2) They visit with relatives and friends and attend literary
readi ngs and political |ectures.

3) Hershl falls asleep in his nother's lap from boredom
4) Avrom and Hendl nake | ove.
5) Hendl is pregnant again and is about to give birth.

6) Hershl and Ben-Tsion are taken to stay at grandfather's
house.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - WAI TI NG ROOM - 9 MONTHS LATER - DAY
Avrom and Lev sit in the waiting roomof the hospital. A

DOCTOR greets themw th concern on his face and in his voi ce.
Avrom and Lev | ook at one another in anticipation.
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DOCTOR
It's a little girl, but I"'mafraid I
have bad news.

Avrom and Lev's faces quickly change fromjoy to despair.

LEV
Bad news?

DOCTOR
Ms. Altman has contracted bl ood
poi soni ng and has expired.

AVROM
Expi red?

DOCTOR
|"msorry for your | oss.

LEV
Oh ny God, no. Please, not ny Hendl.

Avrom enbraces Lev in an attenpt to console him but Lev
shoves Avrom away. He angrily grabs Avrom by the collar and
sl ans hi m agai nst the wall.

LEV (CONT' D)
This is all your fault, you bastard.

Lev rel eases Avrom and storns out of the room Avromis |eft
al one feeling disbelief and shock.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - HENDL'S ROOM - MOMVENTS LATER

Lev stands over his daughter's body lying lifeless on the
bed. He cries hysterically.

I NT. LEV' S APARTMENT - LATE AFTERNCON

Hershl sits at the table poring over his | essons, as nournful
weeping rises to his ears fromthe stairs bel ow and increases
in volune and grows nore heartrending as Lev clinbs up the
stairs. He rushes to the door. As he opens it, grandfather's
wai | i ng grows even nore piteous.

HERSHL (V. Q)
There wasn't need to tell nme | was
or phaned and that | woul d never see
not her agai n.

| NT. LEV'S APARTMENT - A FEW DAYS LATER
Avrom brings Hershl's newborn sister, FEYGELE, to

grandf at her's house. He shows Ben-Tsion and Hershl their
newborn sister.
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AVROM
Her name's Feygel e, after your
gr andnot her .

STEP- GRANDMOTHER
You've no notion of |eaving her here
do you? It's enough you' ve dunped
Her shl and Ben Tsion on us.

Ben Tsion rolls his eyes as if to say, "Here we go again."”

AVROM
Not to worry. |'ve arranged to have
her brought up by a wet-nurse from
my hone town. But Ben Tsion and Hersh
will have to stay with you for the
time being, for 1I've disposed of our
apartnment and rented a roomfor nyself
with another famly.

St ep- grandnot her storns out of the apartment in a fury; she
i s unhappy taking care of Hershl and Ben Tsion.

I NT. LEV' S APARTMENT - EARLY MORNI NG

Hershl runs away. He doesn't want to live with his w cked
st ep- grandnot her. He wanders across the Praga Bridge.

EXT. WSLA RIVER - LATE NI GHT

Hershl rests on the bank of the Wsla River until late at
night. A PCOLICE OFFI CER notices himand takes himto police
headquarters.

I NT. POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - LATE NI GHT

POLI CE OFFI CER
Where do you live?

HERSHL
(with tears in his
eyes, he lies)
| live with nmy father at Nowoli pje.

The Police O ficer escorts Hershl to a hard, wooden bench.

POLI CE OFFI CER
Take a seat.

The police officer wal ks away. Hershl, exhausted, |ies down
and cl oses his eyes.

| NT. POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - EARLY MORNI NG

Her shl spends the night on the bench of the police station.
Avrom arrives at the station. He's led to Hershl sl eeping on
t he bench.
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AVROM
Hershl, Wake up son

Her shl opens his eyes and hugs Avromtightly.

HERSHL
Pl ease, don't send nme back to ny
st ep- gr andnot her .

AVROM
Al right Hershl, 1'lIl see whether,
if I pay themfor their trouble, the
famly with which I'm boarding w il
take you and your brother.

| NT. ANOTHER FLAT - DAY

HERSHL (V. Q)
And so ny brother and I went to yet
anot her hone. The fam ly that took
us in consisted of a brother, YANUSH
30's, and a sister, ERELA, about
father's age, 20's. After we lived
in this place several weeks, ny father
returned fromwork with an entirely
new pl an for me.

AVROM
W'll go to Kali, to an orphanage in
Lodz. There you'll have a nice warm
home and |ive anmong children your

own age.
EXT. THE ORPHANAGE - DAY

A handsone new red brick building three stories high, with
verandas on three sides in the mddle of a cherry orchard.
The wi de main entrance has two beautiful glass doors. A broad
path | eads to endl ess thick green woods. To the right of the
forest is a large | ake. The | andscape is breat htaking.

I NT. THE ORPHANAGE - CLASSROOM - DAY

Avrom escorts Hershl down the spotless hallway to MR
KRUEZLER s, 50's, has a thick beard. The classroomis ful
of ORPHANED BOYS; they don't | ook too pleased to be there.

HERSHL (V. Q)
One of the two pedagogues was M.
Kreuzl er. He taught us Jew sh history
and literature. He also instructed
us in the natural sciences and Gernman
as a third | anguage. Vol ksdeut sche
lived in the village and we needed
some command of German to comruni cate
wi th them
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I NT. ORPHANAGE - M SS HERSHKOVI TS' CLASSROOM - DAY

M ss Hershkovits, 20's, plays a piano while the orphaned
boys si ng.

HERSHL (V. Q)
Qur ot her teacher was a worman naned
Her shkovi ts who taught us Poli sh,
arithnmetic, geography and fol k songs.
She al so instructed us in exercise
and sports.

I NT. ORPHANAGE - KI TCHEN - EVEN NG

Her shl and sone of the orphans help in the kitchen. They
tirelessly scrub the pots, pans and di shes.

I NT. AN UPSTAI RS BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Beds with mattresses of straw are |lined up against the walls.
Hershl and his fellow orphans sl eep peacefully. A heavy bel
begins to ring loudly. The children rise pronptly, nake their
beds, wash up quickly, and run out into the yard.

EXT. THE OQUTDOOR YARD - MORNI NG

Hershl and the orphans line up, size-places, as Mss
Her shkovits puts themthrough their daily exercises; all the
children | ook exhausted.

| NT. THE ORPHANACE - BEDROOM - W NTER NI GHT

The orphanage is poorly heated and freezing cold. Hersh
shivers, his teeth chattering under the thin quilt of his
little bed. H's feet are frostbitten with chilblains. Unable
to endure the itching, he scratches until sores devel op on
his toes. Tears flow uncontrollably fromhis eyes.

HERSHL (V. Q)
Ni ght after night, | asked nyself
what had becone of ny famly since
not her died. | had endl ess
conversations with ny absent |oved
ones and | relived every step of the
| ast few years, tornmented by
ni ght mares and vi si ons.

MONTAGE - HERSHL REMEMBERS
1) Hershl with his nother and Ben Tsion shoppi ng.

2) Hershl sitting at the Passover neal wi th G andfather Lev
and famly.

3) Hershl opening the door and listening to Grandfather's
nmour nful cries.
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HERSHL (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
A pai nful longing for nother began
to gnaw i nside of nme, as well as for
grandf at her and Ben Tsion. And a
percepti ble hatred for father began
to develop in ne.

I NT. THE ORPHANAGE - HALLWAY - TWO YEARS LATER - DAY

Hershl strolls through a corridor of the orphanage al one not
paying attention to his surroundings. He gl ances up and
notices the silhouette of a man at the end of the hallway.
The man steps toward Hershl; it's his father.

Hershl feels a choking sensation in his throat and through
his tear-filled eyes, all the world about himl ooks foggy,
i ncludi ng his father.

AVROM
Shh, shh, don't cry.
Avrom attenpts to calmHershl, lifting himfromthe ground
and pressing himhard to his chest. Hershl still can't utter

a word and repeatedly attenpts to free hinmself fromhis
father's arnms. At |l ast he's put down.

AVROM ( CONT' D)
Aren't you pleased to see ne after
all these years?

HERSHL
Take ne honme! Take nme hone! | don't
want to be herel

Avrom puts an arm around Hershl's shoul ders and | eads himto
a bench; they sit.

AVROM
Wy ?

HERSHL
| don't want to be all al one anobng
strangers. Wiy'd you trick ne into
com ng here and not let nme hear from
you for nore than two years?

A long period of silence falls over themas Avrom | ooks at
Hershl wi th sadness and conpassion in his eyes. Finally, he
begins to speak quietly and deliberately.

AVROM
You're a ten-year old boy now. Surely,
you under st and-

(beat)

You have no hone. | too amforced to
Iive anong strangers and, ever since
nother died, | felt this would be

( MORE)
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AVROM ( CONT' D)
best for you. Until such tine as |
can care for you nyself, this wll
have to do.

Her shl pushes Avromis armoff his shoul der, stands up and
begins to wal k away.

AVROM ( CONT' D)
Hershl, son, where are you goi ng?

Hershl ignores his father and conti nues down the hall.

AVROM ( CONT' D)
| demand you cone back here.

Hershl turns the corner and di sappears. Avromis al one; he
knows he's a bad father.

HERSHL (V. Q)
After his visit, | felt even nore
forlorn. Two years after father cane
to see nme, the orphanage was obli ged
to close, for it had fallen on bad
tinmes.

I NT. LEV'S NEW FLAT - LATE EVEN NG

A light knock is heard at the door. Everyone seens surprised
and curious as to who it is. Lev nmakes his way to the door
and opens it.

Her shl stands at the door | ooking exhausted and hungry.
Grandf at her and Ben Tsion are excited to see Hershl; Step-
grandnother is not thrilled to see Hershl.

LEV
Hershl, my God. |'ve mi ssed you so
much. How are you?

BEN TSI ON
| thought | would never see you again.
Didn't father place you in an
or phanage?

HERSHL
He did, but it closed and I have
nowhere el se to go.

LEV
You' re home now son.

STEP- GRANDMOTHER
(visibly upset at
Lev' s response)
Wiy don't you take himto his
grandfather's in G odzisk?
( MORE)
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STEP- GRANDMOTHER ( CONT' D)
The six of us are crowded in this
one room There's really nowhere to
put him

Hershl's eyes fill with tears. Lev strikes the table with
his fist and turns to his wfe.

LEV
You had better be quiet. Put up the
teakettl e and serve sonething to
eat. You see how exhausted he is.
W'l do whatever has to be done. He
is ny grandchild, after all.

I NT. LEV' S APARTMENT - LATER THAT NI GHT

Hershl, Ben-Tsion and Lev share a bed. The brothers' heads
lay in the same direction staring at Lev's feet. Lev and Ben
Tsion are fast asleep. Hershl is awake and a smle grows on
his face as he stares at his brother.

| NT. THE SABBATH - EVEN NG

Candl es flicker while Lev recites the Kiddush. Hershl and
t he ot hers, spontaneously sing al ong.

HERSHL (V. Q)
G andfather recited the Kiddush in
that same strong voice of ny chil dhood
years. | enjoyed the homenmade gefilte
fish, the Sabbath soup with all those
fat gl obules |like so nmany stars,
rem ndi ng ne of the neals nother
used to serve

EXT. LEV'S APARTMENT - BED - LATER THAT N GHT

The brothers, in the sane position as the night before,
whi sper in the dark

HERSHL
| mssed you all very mnuch

BEN TSI ON
We mi ssed you too. There wasn't a
ni ght grandfather and | didn't pray
for you to return to us.

HERSHL
| prayed every night too.

BEN TSI ON
Tormorrow, |et me take you to the
novi es.
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HERSHL
Oh yes, please - |'ve never been to
t he novi es before.

BEN TSI ON
Good. Let's get sone sleep for now.
Good ni ght Her shl

HERSHL
Good night, Ben Tsion. Thank you.

I NT. MOVI E THEATRE - NEXT DAY

A novie plays. Hershl gazes at the action on the screen; he
doesn't blink. Ben Tsion glances over and puts his arm around
his little brother; he's happy Hershl's happy.

EXT. STREET - LATER THAT NI GHT

On the way home, Ben Tsion tells Hershl how he wound up at
grandf at her Lev's apartnent.

BEN TSI ON
Fat her already had a plan as to what
to do with us after he took you to
t he orphanage. One day he told ne he
was planning on marryi ng the young
wonman with whose famly we were
boardi ng. Later, | noticed father
and his new wi fe constantly whi spering
behi nd ny back.

FLASHBACK BEG NS
| NT. BOARDI NG HOUSE APT. - DAY

AVROM
(in a whisper)
Look, 1've already | essened your

burdens by placing Hershl in the
or phanage. What nore do you want ?

STEPMOTHER
"1l be dammed if |I'mgoing to raise
your former wife's brats. You have
to di spose of Ben-Tzion al so.

AVROM
You want me to abandon hi nf?

STEPMOTHER
Send himto one of his grandfathers.
They're his blood relatives too.

AVROM
That won't be easy. Let nme think
about it.
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EXT. AVROM S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - LATE AFTERNOON

Upon returning from school, Ben Tsion finds the house door

| ocked. He stands waiting at the gate. After waiting several
hours, until nightfall, Ben Tsion becones very anxi ous. He
goes tearfully to Uncle Sinthe' s house.

I NT. UNCLE SI MCHE' S HOUSE - HOURS LATER

Uncl e Sinthe reassures himand sees to it that he has his
evening neal. Later that night, they go back to see whether
anyone has returned.

EXT. AVROM S APARTMENT - NI GHT

When Ben Tsion and Uncle Sinthe arrive, the house door is
open. Ben Tsion's stepnother is inside. Uncle Sinche enters
the apartnment with Ben Tsion.

UNCLE SI MCHE
VWhere's Avronf

STEPMOTHER
(hemm ng and haw ng)
He noved out.
(with an incongruous
but nervous snle)
| don't know where he is.

Uncl e Sinthe becones nore irate and nore insistent; he seizes
hol d of her arns.

UNCLE SI MCHE
I f you don't tell nme where he is,
you' || not escape ny hands alive.
STEPMOTHER

(stammering fearfully)
He left for Argentina. | went to the
train station to see himoff. That's
why I'mso | ate.

UNCLE SI MCHE
VWhat about the chil dren?

STEPMOTHER
(coldly and uncari ng)
That's not for ne to decide. They're
not my children.
(triunphantly)
It's not ny responsibility to care
for them

END FLASHBACK
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EXT. LEV'S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY

BEN TSI ON
Uncl e Sinche had no choice, but to
bring me to grandfather's house.

HERSHL
We're bl essed to have grandfat her.
What woul d we do wi t hout hinf

BEN TSI ON
| don't know Her shl

HERSHL (V. Q)
My step-grandnot her woul dn't quit
her naggi ng. She sai d grandfat her
wasn't obliged to keep both his
grandchildren so long as there was
anot her grandfather who could share
in the burden.

| NT. GRANDFATHER Yl TZHAK ALTMAN S APARTMENT - GRODZI SK -
PCLAND - EVEN NG

The apartnent is very spacious. AUNT ETHEL'S two daughters,
MANYA, 15, and RACHEL, 8, GRANDFATHER YI TZHAK, 70's, Lev,
Uncl e Sincthe, and aunt Ethel, 30's, are seated around a |arge
parl or table negotiating Hershl's care.

GRANDFATHER Yl TZHAK

True, I"'mobligated to take care of
my grandchild. The trouble is,
haven't a wife and | live with ny

ol dest daughter, her husband and two
children. It's nore than she can do
to manage a househol d as | arge as
ours. Besides, there's sinply no

pl ace to put him

LEV
If you find it difficult to
accomopdate five people in as
confortable a hone as this, you should
appreciate how hard it has to be for
me. Wth Hershl included, we'd have
seven people in one crowded room
Honestly, for whom woul d you think

it easier?

AUNT ETHEL
Father, | have two children. Let's
assune | have three. He's still a

child and he is ny brother's flesh
and bl ood. He shouldn't be left al
al one to God's nercy.
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HERSHL (V. Q)
And so it was that | was taken to ny
new home in G odzi sk.

I NT. THE HOUSE OF STUDY - DAY

Grandf at her Yitzhak, who is in charge of the Tal nud Torah
enrolls Hershl. He introduces himto the RABBI, 60's, an
elderly man with a long gray beard dressed in the traditional
bl ack garb.

I NT. A CLASSROOM - A FEW WEEKS LATER - DAY

Hershl is seen praying conpetently fromthe siddur. He
progresses quickly to studying the Pentateuch and Rashi's
commentary. Before he has had tine to conplete his first
Pent at euch book, he is invited to join a group of students
wor ki ng on the Genara.

HERSHL
Rabbi, could you pl ease explain how
it is possible for Cain to have taken
a wife when Adam and Eve and their
children were the only people in
exi stence?

RABBI
Get on with your studies you rascal,
and don't ask so many questi ons.

HERSHL
Rabbi, these things don't nake any
sense. There are many things 1'd
i ke an answer to, but you never
give ne an answer | can under st and.
Here's sonething |I've been wondering
about .

The Rabbi stares curiously at Hershl; he knows nothi ng good
will come fromhis young, tw sted tongue.

HERSHL ( CONT' D)
Di d Adam have a navel ?

The Rabbi renpves his thick strap and | ashes out at Hershl.

HERSHL (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
In no way was | going to remain seated
on that hard bench. The nore |
studi ed, the stronger the revolt in
me grew until | decided I would study
no nore.

EXT. FROG POND - MORNI NG
| nstead of going to heder, Hershl neets sonme FRIENDS at an

overgrown frog pond; they swimand have fun splashing each
ot her.
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EXT. APPLE ORCHARD - TW LI GHT

Hershl and his friends clinb apple trees. They pick apples
and eat as many as they could. Engrossed in fun, they take
no notice of nightfall.

I NT. GRANDFATHER Yl TZHAK' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Her shl rushes through the front door out of breath. The entire
famly is present and the evening neal is over; Yitzhak stares
at Hershl with fire in his eyes. Aunt Ethel and the girls

| ook worried. Yitzhak expl odes at Hershl. Aunt Ethel and the
girls junp with fright.

YI TZHAK
Wiy weren't you at heder today?

HERSHL
| don't want to go to heder.

Yitzhak slips off his belt and begins to strike Hershl with
it. Hershl pushes past himand out of the house.

| NT. GRANDFATHER Yl TZHAK' S APARTMENT - ATTIC - LATE NI GHT

The next few hours are spent wandering around town till past
m dni ght. Hershl clinbs secretly up through the attic w ndow
wraps hinself in an old blanket and falls asl eep.

EXT. GRANDFATHER S YI TZHAK' S APARTMENT - DAYBREAK

Hershl slips down fromthe attic and wanders out to the
streets of Grodzisk. After lingering for several hours, he
notices Aunt Ethel approaching. He pretends not to see her,
but makes certain he would be seen. Several seconds |ater,
Aunt Ethel's hands grip Hershl's arm she holds himfirmy
so that he can't break free.

AUNT ETHEL
Where are you trying to run to and
why did you run away?

HERSHL
(with tears in his
eyes)
| didn't want to go to heder and for
t hat grandpa beat ne.

Aunt Et hel releases Hershl's armand gently puts her arm
around hi s shoul ders.

AUNT ETHEL
Listen to nme, Hershl, grandpa is at
t he house of study for evening
prayers. You can cone home, wash up
and have sonmething to eat. | assure
you, no one's going to strike you

( MORE)
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AUNT ETHEL ( CONT' D)
again. In just a few days you'll be
thirteen, a grown man. No one can
then force you to go to heder or do
anyt hing you don't want to do. Now,
conme on hone.

Hershl obliges. Aunt Ethel keeps her arm around him as they
head hone.

| NT. GRANDFATHER Yl TZHAK' S APARTMENT - DI NNER TI ME

Grandf at her Yitzhak, Aunt Ethel, Manya, Rachel, Hershl, AUNT
GENENDL, 20" s, (Aunt Ethel's younger sister) and her husband
UNCLE MO SHE, 30's, are sitting at the table di scussing what
to do with Hershl in view of the fact that he refuses to go
to heder. Yitzhak is extrenely disgusted.

YI TZHAK
| f he doesn't attend heder, | won't
stay under the same roof with him |
cannot bear to see a goy grow up in
nmy house. My di sappointnent’'s al
the greater because he has a good
head on his shoul ders, and could
grow up to be a rabbi. He's wasting
a gol den opportunity.

UNCLE MO SHE
He can cone live with us. W can
teach himto be a tailor in our shop.
We can use an extra hand. In tine,
Hershl can begin to earn his keep
and becone i ndependent.

Yl TZHAK
So be it, seeing as how |l can't
convince himto do what is in his
own best interest.

I NT. UNCLE MO SHE' S APARTMENT - TAI LOR SHOP - DAY

The largest roomis their tailor shop; it's full of a variety
of garments. They have two children and aunt Genendl is
pregnant with a third.

UNCLE MO SHE
Hershl, woul d you be kind enough to
fetch several pails of water from
the wel | ?

Uncl e Moi she hands himtwo |large pails and Hershl goes outside
and struggles to carry theminto the apartnment as Uncl e Mi she
notions to where he wants himto put them Indicating that
just two are insufficient, he has Hershl repeat the process
several tines.
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UNCLE MO SHE ( CONT' D)
Good. Now, | want you to keep an eye
out on the supply and whenever you
see that we're running | ow, you'l
replenish it. Ckay? Also, here is
the slop pail, go and spill its
contents on the very far side of the
field next to the house. This'l
al so be part of your regular duties.
Under st and?

Her shl shows confusi on over what household functions he is
bei ng prepared for.

HERSHL
(with suspicion in
hi s voice)
Yes.

MONTAGE
1) Hershl rises early in the norning.

2) He goes to the bakery and purchases the day's supply of
fresh bread.

3) After breakfast, Aunt Genendl provides himwith a list of
things to buy at the grocer's.

4) He goes there on his way fromdelivering their OLDER CH LD
alittle girl barely six years old, to school

5) The YOUNGER G RL is dressed waiting for Hershl to take
her for an airing. He keeps her out until the noonday neal.

6) The little girl is barely two years old and | acks the
strength to wal k, so Hershl has to carry her in his arns
nost of the tinme.

7) After the m dday neal, Uncle Mishe sends himinto town
to deliver garnments to his custoners.

8) On the way back, he buys itens for the tailor shop:
buttons, tapes, threads of various colors and other supplies.

9) By the tine he returns the journeynen tailors concl ude
their day's work and prepare to go hone, but Hershl has yet
nore work to do.

10) He cleans up the shop, and then works on turning the
collars of the garnments in to save on the cost of new
mat eri al .

HERSHL (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
| found it all very difficult but |
didn't have the bol dness to conpl ain.
My situation worsened appreciably

( MORE)
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HERSHL (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
when Aunt Genendl gave birth to her
third child.

AUNT GENENDL
Hershl, we'd |ike you to watch the
baby on Saturday when we go out.

Al right?
HERSHL
Saturday's my only day off.
UNCLE MO SHE
Hershl, we'll decide if you're to

have any tinme off.

| NT. GRANDFATHER | TZHAK' S HOUSE - HERSHL AND AUNT ETHEL I N
ANI MATED DI SCUSSI ON - DAY

HERSHL
| just can't suffer the injustice of
it. They were supposed to teach ne
the tailor's trade and instead have
turned me into a house servant and
errand boy.

AUNT ETHEL
Ch, ny poor child.

Aunt Et hel takes Hershl around as she steers himto the door
and nmarches off with himto her sister's.

HERSHL
| don't want to be there when you
have words with Aunt Cenendl .

AUNT ETHEL
You're right, wait down here till |
cone back.

Hershl waits inpatiently as the sisters are heard trying to
out shout each other. Aunt Ethel hurries down the stairs. She
is furious. She puts an arm across Hershl's shoul der and
rushes himal ong beside her, continuing her nmomentum Hal f
runni ng and hal f stepping briskly, she begins tal king. As
she speaks she grows cal ner.

AUNT ETHEL ( CONT' D)
Fromthis day forward you' Il not
have to be their servant and you
won't have to be nursemaid to their
chi | dren.
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| NT. GRANDFATHER Yl TZHAK' S HOUSE - DAY

YI TZHAK
If you're to stay here, you'll have
to adhere strictly to Jew sh | aw.
That means praying three tinmes a day
and acconpanying nme to the house of
prayer on the Sabbath. Wuld that be
too difficult for you?

HERSHL
No, Grandpa.

YI TZHAK
| al so expect you to stay hone on
Sat urday afternoons and study the
Et hics of the Fathers. What do you

say?

HERSHL
| prom se, G andpa, Whatever you
say.

YI TZHAK
Good. Now as for your future, |I'm
turning you over to UNCLE SHI MON, 30’ s.
He'll teach you to spin lisle thread

on the knitting nmachines of his
stocking factory.

I NT. DAY - UNCLE SH MON S - APARTMENT FACTORY - DAY

Hershl sits all day long on a | ow stool, turning a | arge
wooden wheel with his right hand while, with the left, he
guides the thread as it winds froma pulley holding a skein
of yarn onto a | arge wooden spool

I NT. EARLY MORNI NG - GRANDFATHER Yl TZHAK' S APARTMENT

Hershl's awakened before anyone el se. He has to say his
norni ng prayers at the top of his lungs so that grandfather
could hear that he didn't skip a single word. Wen grandfat her
goes into another room Hershl hurriedly takes off his

phyl acteries. G andfather suddenly appears fromthe other
room

YI TZHAK
| see you only put your tefillin on
to measure whet her your head has
swel | ed any!

I NT. UNCLE SH MON'S APT. FACTORY - DAY

UNCLE SHI MON
Things are really getting bad. |I'm
going to try and get a loan fromthe
Jewi sh Free Loan Society and buy two
( MORE)
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UNCLE SHI MON ( CONT' D)

nore machi nes. Hopefully, we'll avoid
bankruptcy. | don't know what el se
to do.
HERSHL
But Uncle, this will nean that

i nst ead
of working twelve hours a day, |'ll
have to work si xteen.

UNCLE SHI MON
Hershl, Aunt Ethel and I wll have
to put in the same extra hours as
you.

Uncl e Shinon goes to Warsaw to sell the finished hosiery.

| nstead of disposing of his goods, he returns with the bundl es
unsol d. Grandfather takes ill and becones weaker day by day.
He's bedridden for two years until he quietly passes away.

Al the Jews in town escort himto his final resting-place.

| NT. APARTMENT - EARLY MORNI NG
Fam |y is sitting at the table.

HERSHL
" mgoing to Warsaw to seek
enpl oynent .

AUNT ETHEL
(with tears in her
eyes)
Pl ease don't. You'll not survive
all by yourself.

HERSHL
Don't worry, I'Il manage. You'll be
better off w thout ne.

Aunt Ethel takes out their |ast norsel of bread.

AUNT ETHEL
You'll need sonmething to eat on your
way.

HERSHL

No, no, put it aside for yourself
and the children.

Hershl is seen wal king down a road, away from G odzi sk.
| NT. WARSAW - GRANDFATHER LEV' S APARTMENT - LATE NI GHT
Grandf at her Lev and Ben-Tsion are sitting at the table reading

a Yiddi sh newspaper by the light of a | arge kerosene | anp
hanging fromthe ceiling directly over the table.
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Her shl appears in the doorway and is greeted with | ooks of
astoni shnment. Hi s step-grandnother inmediately voices an
uneasy reproof.

STEP- GRANDMOTHER
So you've run away agai n, have you?

HERSHL
No! | didn't run away. | left
Grodzi sk for good reason. | have no

right to burden ny aunt's famly,
especi ally when they have nothing to
eat thenselves. | ask nothing nore
than that you allow nme to sl eep here
until | find work and amable to
care for my own needs. | haven't
anyone el se to whom 1 can turn

Ben-Tsion runs up to him puts his arns around him his eyes
filling with tears. Grandfather's eyes, too, are noist with
tears as he approaches Hershl and ki sses him

GRANDFATHER LEV

God forbid, no one's going to turn
you out!

(he addresses his

wife)
Look, | support your children don't
|? You can't stop ne fromtaking
care of another one of ny own
grandchi | dren.

STEP- GRANDMOTHER
(she still isn't
assured, but her
tone is mlder)
Where do you propose to put him- on
your head?

GRANDFATHER LEV
He'll sleep with me and Ben- Tsi on.

Hershl is invited to wash up. Ben-Tsion hands himone of his
shirts. Hershl lies dowmn at the feet of his grandfather with
his brother to spend the night.

| NT. GRANDFATHER LEV' S APT. EARLY MORNI NG

Ben-Tsion is boiling tea. He spreads some jamon bread, and
he and Hershl share his breakfast.

BEN- TSI ON
So long as we don't touch anything
of hers, things will be nore or |ess

peacef ul

Her shl nods his head in agreenent. Before |eaving for work,
Ben Tsion hands Hershl several zloty.
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BEN- TSI ON ( CONT' D)
This is to buy food for the evening

nmeal . If possible, try and cook
sonet hing. There's no reason for you
to feel ill at ease in her kitchen.

She can have no conplaints for | pay
for everything | use.

Ben-Tsion | eaves for work. G andfather wal ks toward Hersh

as he too prepares to |l eave for work, and, furtively, so his
wi fe doesn't see, places several zloty in Hershl's hand and
whi spers in his ear.

GRANDFATHER LEV
Buy what ever you think you need.

EXT. STREETS OF WARSAW - DAY

Her shl buys a newspaper, and turns to the advertisenent pages
to see if he could find work. He sees a notice for a boy
seeking to learn the tailor's trade at a shop at Number 47
Mla Street. He runs over to that address. The TAILCR 40's,
measures Hershl with his eyes.

TAI LOR
How ol d are you?
HERSHL
Fourt een.
TAI LOR
Where do you live?
HERSHL
At Ni ska Nunber 5.
TAI LOR
Do you have parents?
HERSHL
No. | live with ny grandfather.
TAI LOR

Good, let's see what you can do.
Take the trash down to the waste bin
in the yard. On the way back buy two
dozen buttons this size.

He gives Hershl sonme noney and a sanple button. Hershl carries
t he rubbi sh down and brings himthe buttons he want ed.

TAI LOR ( CONT' D)
What took you so | ong?

HERSHL
Sorry, I'l'l run faster next tine.
How nmuch am | to be paid for a week's
wor k?
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TAI LOR
See here, he's asking about noney,
even before |I know what he can do.

Fromthe other room cones the sound of a wonan's voi ce and
t he hubbub of small children. The woman yells out to her
husband.

TAILOR S WFE (O S.)
Feli ks, fetch the chanmber pot. It's
full!
The tailor rushes into the bedroom brings out a full night
pot and tries to hand it to Hershl.

TAlI LOR
Take this down to the water cl oset
in the yard.

The stench fromthe potty assails Hershl's nose and has him
about to vomt. He rushes fromthe room sl anmm ng the door
behind him The tailor is baffled.

| NT. MEETI NG OF THE HEKHOLUTS ( PALESTI NE PI ONEER MOVEMENT) -
DAY

Ben-Tsion is an active nenber of the Pal estine pioneer
nmovenent and takes Hershl along with him Saturdays to their
nmeeti ngs. Hershl joins in singing Hebrew songs and danci ng
the Hora. As they | eave the social gathering, Hershl inplores
Ben-Tsion to tell himwhat had becone of their little sister.

HERSHL
What ever happened to our little sister
after father sent her away? Tell ne
the truth, now

Ben-Tsion's eyes cloud over as he | ooks at Hershl. He
obviously finds the subject too painful to discuss. After a
| ong silence, he coughs lightly, as if to clear his throat,
and begins to tell Hershl the story in a trenbling voi ce.

BEN TSI ON
When father |eft us, he stopped paying
the wet-nurse in Godzisk. Feygele
becane i1l of mal nouri shment and was
sent to a Catholic hospital in Warsaw.
A letter came stating the child
di ed and that since she has no
parents, they took care of the burial
t hensel ves. W' re convi nced the nuns
stol e her and had her converted. She
is lost to us forever - another
i nstance of our father's mercil ess
conduct toward the three of us.

MONTAGE - THE ECONOM C CONDI TI ON I N POLAND WORSENS DAl LY.
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1) Hershl wanders fromstreet to street |ooking for
enpl oynent .

2) Hershl spends sone of his time at the hone of a friend,
YOSL, 17, the son of a wealthy businessnman.

3) They play cards and other games in Yosl's parents’
| uxurious apartmnent.

4) Sometinmes Hershl shares nmeals with Yosl's fam|ly.
5) Hershl goes hungry for days at a tine.

6) Ashaned to reveal his dire circunstances, he curtails his
visits.

7) Grandfather is suddenly ill
8) Half unconscious he's taken to hospital.
| NT. HOSPI TAL | N WARSAW - DAY

Hershl goes to the hospital to see his grandfather. He isn't
allowed to enter his room He can only stand in an anteroom
and |l ook in through a wi de glass door. Gandfather is in
great pain. He notices Hershl and calls out his nane several
times.

GRANDFATHER LEV
Her shl! Her shl

Hershl tears fromthe spot and is about to run to his
gr andf at her when a NURSE stops himand pushes hi mout of the
room

GRANDFATHER LEV ( CONT' D)
My poor little orphan! My poor little
or phan!

NURSE
Your grandfather nust be operated
upon i mMmediately. It's tinme for you
to | eave.

EXT. CEMETERY, FUNERAL FOR GRANDFATHER LEV - NEXT DAY
Hershl is hungry, despondent, and honel ess.
EXT. STREETS OF WARSAW - DAY
Hershl is wal king al ong dejected and cl ose to desperation.
He encounters his close friend, Yosl, who happens to be
strolling along with two friends, SHVAYE and LEYZER

YOSL

Where in the world have you been?
( MORE)
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YOSL ( CONT' D)

Everyone's asking for you. No one
knows what's becone of you. | don't
know what to tell people when they
ask after you.

(beat; Hershl's eyes

overflow with tears)
Are you crying?

HERSHL
Yes, I'mecrying, |'ve just lost ny
gr andf at her.

Yosl knows that can't be the whole story. He imredi ately
takes | eave of his friends and | eads Hershl into a coffee
shop, where he orders buttered rolls, some cheese, and coff ee.
After eating, Hershl feels sonmewhat strengthened.

HERSHL ( CONT' D)

Thank you, Yosl, if it weren't for

you, | mght've died of starvation.
Hershl is seen in long discussion with his friend, spilling
his heart out and relating all that has happened to h

Yosl has a revelation of his own.

YOSL

Hershl, those friends | just took

| eave of, they' re nenbers of the

Pi oneers, the Comruni st youth party.
So aml. We're fighting for a just
society in Poland. Wen that day
conmes, you'll never | ose your job,
nor have to suffer hunger as you're
doi ng now. Way don't you join us?

EXT. THE STREETS OF WARSAW - NI GHT

Hershl neets with the Pioneers every night under the clock

on Gensza Street at the corner of Zanenhof. Hershl applies a
poster to a ki osk when suddenly a uniforned officer positions
hi msel f behind them Hershl shoves the pail full of paste
into the policeman's face and he and Yosl run off, never

| ooki ng back.

HERSHL (V. Q)
| wasn't always so | ucky.

EXT. M LA STREET CROADED W TH COMVMUNI ST DEMONSTRATORS - DAY

Suddenly hundreds of policenen appear and fire into the
crowds. Hershl runs into the nearest building and up the
stairs. He tears into the attic and hides behind the door.

The police break it down and use their rifle butts to hit
Her shl and others over the head as they drive them down the
stairs onto the streets.
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HERSHL (V. Q)
W were detained for forty-eight
hours, interrogated and freed only
after all charges were filed and a
date for trial set. The trial was
hel d several nonths later in a
courtroomon M adowa Street. | and
two of my conrades, who were only
ei ghteen years ol d, were sentenced
to a termof one year but the sentence
was suspended for three years. If,
during that tinme, our conduct was
deened sati sfactory, the new sentence
would be lifted. If not, we would
face a new trial and be obliged to
serve the one-year sentence.

EXT. TRAIN STATION - DAY TO NI GHT

HERSHL (V. Q)
Ben- Tsi on made arrangenents for
journeying to Palestine. | received
hi s announcenent with m xed feelings.
| wondered if | would ever again see
my brother with whom | shared so
much pai n and suffering.

Hundreds of halutzimare gathered to bid farewell to the
thirty or so fortunate enough to have been granted
certificates for em gration.

They sing Hebrew songs, link arnms and shoul ders and dance
the traditional hora, celebrating the final mnutes of the
departure of their conrades.

HERSHL (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
| didn't participate in the dancing
and singing. How could I have cared
when | was seeing ny brother for the
last tinme? | couldn't take ny eyes
off him

When, shortly before departure, people begin saying their
goodbyes, Hershl clings to his brother with all his mght.

The crowd sings the Hatikva, but Hershl stands notionl ess.
Ben- Tsi on pauses on the step of his car, and | ooks to Hersh
with pity in his eyes.

The train conmences to nove. Hershl runs al ongsi de. Ben-Tsion
has one hand on the railing and keeps waving with the other
until the train devel ops speed and di sappears into the

dar kness of night.



36.

I NT. BOX MAKI NG FACTORY- DAY

Hershl is seen working with a nunber of young nen. They're
singing and having fun while working. At noon, they gather
around a great stove furnace while eating their neals.

They maintain a jolly nood by joshing and bantering with one
anot her and engage in idle boasting that they've received
the prom se of a date from ANDZI A, the pretty niece of the
owner .

HERSHL
Gve ne till Saturday and I'Ill set
up a rendezvous with the pretty Mss

Andzi a.

Everyone | aughs | oudly and makes fun of Hershl.

WORKERS
Make a bet, don't just brag.
HERSHL
Very wel | .
WORKERS
A week's wages.
HERSHL
Too nmuch, but 1'Il risk a day's pay.

Hershl goes to the Passage Theater on Senatorska Street and
pur chases two advance tickets for the Saturday perfornmance
of "I"'min Heaven,"” with G nger Rogers and Fred Astaire.

I NT. THE OFFI CE WVHERE M SS ANDZI A WORKS - DAY

Her shl enters the office and shows Andzia the two tickets of
adm ssi on.

HERSHL
Wuld you go with me to see this
show next Saturday afternoon?

Andzi a shows sone hesitation.

HERSHL ( CONT' D)
| f you refuse,
(anticipating rejection)
"1l be out the price of a ticket.
It would be a shane to waste the
ticket to such a wonderful novie.

ANDZI A
Unh, unh. 1've never been out with a
boy before and I have no good reason
to go out with you either.
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HERSHL
| understand, but there's a first
time for everything. So why not with
me? I'monly asking so | don't |ose
nmy wager. | assure you, you won't
come to harm I'Il call for you at
home and take you right back after
t he perfornance.

ANDZI A
(sof t eni ng)
| would have to get ny nother's
perm ssion first.

HERSHL
Very wel |, ask your parents. Let
t hem know wi t h whom you' re goi ng and
where I'Il be taking you.

| NT. BOX FACTORY - DAY

Andzi a conmes up to Hershl standing at his work bench.
Bl ushi ngly, she whispers in his ear.

ANDZI A
Saturday at two o'clock, I'll be at
the gate of ny house. If you arrive
pronptly, I'lIl go out with you

Hershl's fell ow workers see the exchange.

WWORKERS
Hey, what was that about? - Al that
whi spering and secrecy! WIIl you be
dating her?

HERSHL
No, no, it's not hing.
(trying to divert
them fromthe accuracy
of their guess)
| didn't ask her yet.

EXT. QUTSI DE THE THEATER, AFTER THE SHOW - DAY

Hershl and Andzia are taking a | ong wal k home. The spectacul ar
si ngi ng and danci ng has them ent hused and tal ki ng about the
filmall along the way. They arrive before the gate of
Andzi a' s house.

HERSHL
Whul d you
(beat)
go out with ne agai n?
ANDZI A
(smling)

Yes.
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Hershl attenpts to kiss her. She blushes and el udes his arns.
She turns away quickly and rushes up the flight of stairs.

MONTAGE
1) Hershl and Andzi a take wal ks toget her

2) Hershl visits her at honme and nmeets her parents, DORA,
36, GERSHON, 40 and her two sisters: BELLA, 16, and HALI NKA,
12.

3) Hershl tells Andzia, he'll call her HANELE, his pet nane
for her from now on.

4) They nake | ove.
| NT. ANDZI A' S PARENT' S APARTMENT - DAY

HERSHL
"1l be leaving for Bruxelles in a
coupl e of days. My father acquired a
mllinery shop, when he and his wife
noved to Bel gium and he prom ses to
teach ne the trade and arrange for
us to be settled there.

HANELE
You trust himafter all he's done to
you and your brother?

HERSHL
| haven't nuch of a choice do I? W
have to do sonething for our future.
There's not nmuch hope for us here in
Pol and.

HANEL E
|"mafraid...we can manage here too.
You don't really believe things wll
work out for the better in Belgium

do you?

HERSHL
Per haps not, but we nust take the
chance.

I NT. TAXI ON THE WAY TO THE RAI LROAD STATI ON - DAY

Hershl and Hanele are sitting cl ose together holding one
another in the back of the taxi. Hanele's eyes are npoist and
brimmng with tears. She's trying to hold them back so as to
keep Hershl from breaking dowm. Hershl too is drenched in
tears as he tries to console her.

EXT. RAI LROAD STATI ON, TRAIN PLATFORM - DAY

Hershl puts his arm around Hanel e and ki sses her before
boardi ng. She clings to himand begins to sob.
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HANEL E
Pl ease, don't go. | can't bear to
see you go...| love you

HERSHL
Oh, God | don't want
know | have to. It w
out. You'll see.
(beat)
It's because | |love you that |I'm
doi ng this.

to. But you
[1 all work

When the train begins to nove, Hershl tears hinself away and
boards. Hanel e runs al ongside, crying and calling out his
name. Her voice keeps echoing in Hershl's ears as he rides
awnay.

EXT. BRUXELLES, BELG UM - TRAI'N STATI ON - DAY

Hershl sees his father, with his wife, Erela and daughter,
BRACHA t hrough the train wi ndow. They greet one another.
Hershl's baggage is | oaded on a taxi, and they're driven to
his father's residence at Nunber 18 Rue G sar.

EXT. AVROM S HOUSE AND HAT FACTORY - DAY

Just opposite the house stands his father's hat factory. On
the first floor, there are machines for sewing straw, for
stitching felt hats, and a machine for attaching rinmns.

On the second floor there's a massive |ong table. WOVEN sit
al ong both sides of it shaping the toques and trinm ng the
bl ocked hats.

| NT. HAT FACTORY - DAY

Hershl is standing at the heated nolds and bei ng taught by
his father to be a stretcher. Avrom goes through the notions
as he speaks.

AVROM
Take the felts down fromthe kettle,
one at a time. Using both hands,
pass themto the stretcher up front.
Then the two of you pull hard and
position it on the hot form.

When the felt is in place, the front stretcher quickly pulls
the top part of the steam press down on it and, using a foot
pedal , nakes sure the two parts fit tightly together. They
repeat this process until all eight machines are filled. At
that point, they hurry back to the first press and renove
the dried hat before the extreme heat burns it.

MORPH TGO
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After renoving all eight felts, Hershl begins the process
anew. While pulling the wet felts onto the hot fornms, Hershl
scalds his fingers. Every nuscl e aches.

I NT. 18 RUE GRI SSAR - NI GHT

After work, Hershl wites very long, detailed letters to
Hanel e late into the night and col | apses from weari ness.

| NT. AVROM SHOLEM S KI TCHEN - EARLY MORNI NG
Her shl stunbles into the kitchen.

STEPMOTHER ERELA
Avrom | ook how worn out Hershl is
fromwiting all night long. How is
he going to keep up with work at the
factory? Tell himhe should quit
witing to this girl.

AVROM
Hershl, she has a point. W is this
girl anyway? There are plenty of
fish in the sea, you know.

STEPMOTHER
The next world's fair is going to be
held in Anerica, and your father,
wi th his connections, can easily
obtain a tourist visa for you at
that tine.

AVROM
Yes, once there, you could find a
way to becone a legal resident. Life
is better and pl easanter in Anerica
than i n Bel gi um

HERSHL
I nstead of offering nme advice |I could
never accept, why don't you pay ne
for my work? Then | could start
savi ng sonme noney and bring ny girl
here and perhaps, the two of us could
settle down and begin to | ead a nornal
life.

St epnot her wi nces at the thought.

AVROM
(sensing a bl ow up)
Al right, Hershl, you'll begin getting
wages at the start of the "straw
season.” The felt season is ending
in a couple of weeks and I'Il teach
you how to sew straw i n the nmeanwhil e.



| NT. AVROM SHOLEM S PARLOR - LATE EVEN NG
Avrom and stepnother return hone from an eveni ng out.

STEPMOTHER
Hershl, several of our friends have
daught ers your age sone of them
absol ute beauties. W' ve just seen
one tonight. It wouldn't hurt for a
young man |i ke you taking one out
for a walk or to a novie. W could
set you up. O, since your father is
a cel ebrated Zionist |eader, he can
get you tickets of adm ssion to the
Zi oni st dances that are held every
once in a while.

AVROM
Yes, that wouldn't be a probl em
There's a dance being held there
next week.

HERSHL

You needn't bother. |'ve seen sone
of these girls. They don't interest
me. |'ve saved enough noney to send
for ny girl. As you know, I'll need
a statenment fromyou that you're in
need of a hat designer. That way,
Hanel e can obtain a visa to Bel gi um

STEPMOTHER
| knew it. Once his girl arrives,
they'Il want to take over the factory.

| won't let this girl join him |
al so have a child. She should have

sone say in this matter! | knew this
is how things would be. Once he brings
her here, he'll want to take over

and nmake fools of us all!

HERSHL

(barely in control of

hi nmsel f)
Can't you see how | aughabl e your
conplaints are? Al |I'm asking for
is a piece of paper that nakes it
possi ble for her to enter the country
| egally. When Hanele arrives we'll

marry, and I'Il nove out. 1'Il stop
wor king for you. If you'll not do
this one thing for ne, I'll be obliged

to go el sewhere to have it done.

STEPMOTHER
Since you're threatening to go to
strangers, you may as well take your
t hi ngs and get out of here now.

41.



Her shl rushes to pack his suitcase.

AVROM
You had better give sonme thought to
what you' re doi ng.

HERSHL
| didn't conme here for you to step
all over my feelings. If after all
t hese years you really nmeant to
conpensate nme for all the pain and

suffering you caused ne but now refuse

a nmere trifle which would help nme be
united with nmy girl, | shouldn't
spend anot her m nute under you roof.
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Her shl wal ks out of the house, slamm ng the door behind him

I NT. ZI ONI ST ALLI ANCE HEADQUARTERS - DAY

Her shl i ntroduces hinmself to Avromi s cl osest conrades.

| ook at himin astoni shnent.

COVRADE 1
You're his son? W know his daughter.
We never heard of a son.

HERSHL
One of his sons. He has two, both
abandoned.

HERSHL (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
| told them of our nmany years of
abandonnment and all ny father had
done to ne since ny arrival in
Bel gi um

Avroml's conrades listen in disbelief that their

| eader,

They

Avrom

Shol em Al t man, coul d have had the heart to do such things to

his own chil dren

HERSHL ( CONT' D)
You don't have to believe anything I
told you, though it isn't even a
tenth of what he's done. | ask you
to sumon him before a tribuna
wherein you may becone acquai nted
with every detail of what |'ve said.
Pl ease do it before | |eave for
War saw.

As Hershl is speaking, Avrom suddenly appears.
AVROM

(bewi | der ed)
What are you doi ng here?
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HERSHL
| want us to go before a tribunal. A
tribunal of your conrades, so that
the verdict may be as favorable to
you as possible

AVROM
(per pl exed and
di sconcert ed)

Let ne,
(beat)
at | east, choose the nakeup of this
court.
HERSHL
kay.

I NT. ZI ONI ST ALLI ANCE - MAKESHI FT COURT

Avrom s sel ected conrades hold court. After a brief review
of what he already told them Hershl presents his conplaint.
He cites Avromis refusal to sign Hanele's imm gration papers
and of Hershl's threat to nmake the request of strangers. He
adds that for those few words his stepnother drove himfrom
t heir house.

HERSHL
| am now unenpl oyed and living in a
furni shed roomw th strangers.

Avrom | i stens calmy, never once interrupting. Wien Hersh
i s done speaki ng, Avrom speaks up to prevent Hershl from
cont i nui ng.

AVROM
There nust be sonmet hi ng you want of
me or you wouldn't have cone here to
see nme tried. Why don't you just go
ahead and say what it is you want?

HERSHL
Since there can be no peace for ne
in ny stepnother's house, | wll
return to Poland. | believe that to

be ny father's and certainly ny
stepnother's desire. But since ny
father is well off, it's no nore
than right that he pay ne enough to
establish a small business of ny
own. | shouldn't have to go hungry,
as | did before comng to Bel gi um

AVROM
So, how much do you want ?
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HERSHL
| don't know how nuch you're in a
position to pay. Let your friends
determ ne the anmount. Whatever they
think sufficient will be acceptable
to me.

COVRADE 2
Hershl, pl ease | eave the room so
that we can di scuss specific anounts
wi th your father.

I NT. ZI ONI ST ALLI ANCE - CORRI DOR

Hershl | eaves the roomand is seen waiting in the corridor
for quite a while. The door opens and he is beckoned in.

COVRADE 2
W' ve reached a unani nous deci si on
The amount agreed to is four thousand
zloty, to be paid in two installnents.
You'll have half the amount in three
days, and the other half at the end
of the "straw' season

AVROM S APARTMENT - THREE DAYS LATER

Hershl neets with his father. The atnosphere is ice cold.
Avrom hands Hershl a package of noney. Hershl and Avrom t ake
| eave of one another w thout a word.

HANELE' S PARENTS APARTMENT - LATE AFTERNCON

Hershl arrives at Hanel e's hone. Her parents and her two
sisters are there. Hanele is still at work. Hanele's parents
are surprised to see him They greet himwarmy. The door bel
rings. Hershl runs to open it and catches Hanele in his arnmns.
He covers her with kisses.

HANEL E
(pl easantly surprised)
Oh ny God, is it really you? | didn't
expect you back this soon. Wiat a
wonder ful surpri se!

HERSHL
You were right. I couldn't depend on
nmy father after all.

EXT. STREETS OF WARSAW - DAY

Newspaper headlines: GERVAN TROOPS MASS ON POLI SH BORDER. A
st anpede begi ns. Peopl e are buying up whatever is to be found
especially if it is edible.

[MXx with visuals fromthe tinme period]
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Hershl and Hanele's fam |y purchase products that could be
stored long termw thout spoiling. They buy staples: flour,
pot at oes, rice, beans, onions, sugar, and jars of pickles.

EXT. WARSAW - SEPTEMBER 1, 1939. 8 A M

Si rens sound throughout the city of Warsaw. Bella is a

vol unteer assigned to guiding tenants into building shelters.
The famly rushes to the wi ndow from which they could watch
the 'war ganes.' They see anti-aircraft ordi nance expl oding
in their vicinity but none of the salvos hit the aircraft.

[MXx with visuals fromthe tinme period]

They admre the clever imtation of war they are w tnessing
wi th Polish planes playing eneny and shooting in a manner
deliberately designed to mss. Bella rushes up the stairs.

BELLA
(fear in her eyes)
It's war! Those are Gernan scout
craft on reconnai ssance.

HANEL E

For real ? Those aren't Polish planes?
HERSHL

|"msure they are. | think what Bella

heard is just part of a governnental
schenme to persuade people to take
t heir warni ngs seriously.

Hershl hurries down into the yard to ascertain how nmuch of
what Bella said is true. Radios are blaring throughout the
city announcing the start of war.

HERSHL (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
My bl ood froze over when | heard
that what Bella said was true. My
mlitary classification was "C, " so
| wasn't being called up for the
time being. Bella's fiance', Hayim
was classified "A " He was nobilized
right away and sent directly to the
front.

German bonbers fly over the rooftops of Warsaw. Wth a
dreadful groan, house after house falls apart |ike a deck of
cards. Hundreds of people are buried alive under the ruins.
Radi os report Cerman troops advanci ng on Pol and and
approachi ng the gates of Warsaw.

[MXx with visuals fromthe tinme period]

Al nmen aged seventeen to fifty-five, Hershl included, are
commanded to obtain shovels and gather in their yards. At
dawn, they're led outside the city to dig protective ditches
for its defense.
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EXT. WOLA SUBURB - DAY

As Hershl and others dig ditches in the suburb of Wla, a
nunber of German pl anes appear. They swoop | ow and begin
firing with nmachi ne guns. Everyone throws hinmself into the
trenches.

The Germans fly lower still, and continue to sow death. Not
havi ng anything to defend with, the ditch diggers make

t hensel ves as small as they can and press their bodies up
agai nst the earthen walls. They try to shield their heads
fromthe flying bullets with the scoops of their shovels.

The ordi nance from one of the planes sprays bullets through
t he body of a co-worker adjacent to Hershl, ripping himto
shreds and spraying his blood all over Hershl.

Hayi mi s ol der brother, 1GNAC, 30's, who is in one of the
trenches with Hershl, escapes certain death when one of the
bullets strikes the shovel covering his face with a resoundi ng
pi ng and bounces off again, falling on the ground beside

t hem

Many are wounded and killed. Wen the hail of bullets cease,
they slowy and cautiously energe fromthe trenches. Those
who survive the massacre gather up the bodies of the fallen
and lay themout for burial. They then trudge back toward
home - weary, dazed and "shell shocked."

EXT. WARSAW AT THE GATE OF THEI R HOVE - EARLY EVEN NG

When they return home they find Hanel e and her parents, her
sisters, and Hayims (and lIgnac's) parents waiting for them
at the gate.

HANEL E
(with tears of relief
in her eyes)
Oh thank God, you're alive! | was so
afraid you were anong those killed
in the air raid.

She runs into his arns.

BELLA
The radi o reported a nassacre of
def ensel ess trench diggers in Wl a.
We spent all day fearing for your
lives.

They all enbrace. They weep with joy to have Hershl and I gnac
back alive.

EXT. WARSAW - DAY TO NI GHT
The Germans encircle all of Warsaw. Trolley cars are

overturned while streets are barricaded and cut off to prevent
troops fromgetting through.
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[MXx with visuals fromthe tinme period]

Every courtyard is filled with arned soldiers fleeing from
the front. Long queues form People stand in line all night
to obtain a | oaf of bread. Everyone in Hanele's household
takes up a spot at different stores.

EXT. WARSAW - NI GHT - THEN DAY

The Germans set up enpl acenents of heavy artillery and aim
their guns at the heart of Warsaw. German pl anes drop

i ncendi ary bonmbs on buil dings. Hershl and other tenants

nmobi lize and carry pails of sand up to the roofs and the
nmonment a flame bonb hits, they dash sand on it to extinguish
it.

[MXx with visuals fromthe tinme period]

The Polish soldiers stationed in the courtyards nake the
situation worse. When eneny aircraft fly overhead, they shoot
up at the planes. The Germans, noticing the source, turn
back and destroy the building along with the sol diers.

I NT. HANELE' S HOVE - DAY

HERSHL
W can't stay here. If a bonb falls
on the roof, we'll never get out in
time.

BELLA

We can go down to the synagogue on
t he ground | evel.

HANEL E
It'Il give us a chance to escape.
We'll only be a few steps fromthe
street.
They each take a small valise filled with provisions and a
quilt and carry themto the synagogue.

| NT. SYNAGOGUE - N GHT

The synagogue fills up with people. The cannonade of the big
guns continues all night. Hanele clings to her nother and
sisters and shudders at the sound of expl oding bonbs and

col | apsi ng bui | di ngs.

They hear a horrible crash. The inpact throws Hershl from
of f his bench. Everyone screans with fright.

HERSHL
" mokay. |I'mokay but it's not safe
here either we should go down | ower,
to the basenment.
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BELLA
Sl eep' s out of the question anyway.

The bonbardnment never ceases. They remain in the cellar until
nor ni ng when it becones suddenly quiet. They hear sone
nmovenent in the yard

A bonb strikes and injures mlitary horses stationed there.
Peopl e stanpede out to cut |arge pieces of horseflesh to be
eat en.

HERSHL
We need water. Who'll conme with ne
to the river to fetch some?

HANELE
I will.

BELLA
Me too.

Hershl renoves his tsitsit, fringed garnment, from beneath
his shirt and dons a cap popul ar anong Polish gentil es.

HANEL E
What are you doi ng?

HERSHL
W can't let the Germans recognize
us as Jews.

HANEL E
Oh, you needn't worry. You don't
| ook Jew sh.

HERSHL
Even so, we can't be too caref ul

Hershl, Hanele and Bella set out on the long walk to the
river. On the return journey, they see their first Nazis:
several OFFICERS smartly attired. As they step down out of
their stylish convertibles, they call out.

NAZI OFFI CER
Where's the city council building?

HERSHL
You're right near there. Just nake a
right turn from here.

NAZI OFFI CER
Danke Shoen, Thank you.

EXT. WARSAW - DAY
Jews are rounded up to clean streets and to fight fires at

the gas works. They're forced to | abor twelve hours a day
wi thout interruption and under the worst conditions. Wen
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bakeries fina

Ily re-open, people formlong lines. There's a
commotion in the

back of a line Hanele is standing on

PCLI SH THUG ONE
Hey, you're a dam Jew aren't you?

JEW
VWhat of it?

POLI SH THUG TWD
It's on account of you Jews we | ost
t he war!

POLI SH THUG ONE
For that, you nustn't have any Polish
br ead!

The thugs pull himout of line and begin to pumrel him and
as he's pulled down to the ground they proceed to kick him
nmercilessly. An SS OFFI CER notices the commoti on.

SS OFFI CER
What' s going on here?
POLI SH THUG
(poi nting,

triunphantly, at the
not easily
recogni zabl e secul ar

Jew)
Jude!

S.S. OFFI CER
Are you sure? He doesn't | ook Jew sh

POLI SH THUG
O course, we know who our Jew sh
nei ghbors are.

Wth barbarous fierceness, the SS officer strikes the downed
Jew with the butt of his rifle until he's bl oodi ed. Hanel e
rushes fromthe scene with fear in her eyes.

I NT. HANELE' S HOME - DAY.

HERSHL
Look, we're going to starve here.
|"mgoing to Grodzi sk to buy
provi sions fromsone farners | know.

HANEL E
No, Hershl please don't. Jews are
forbi dden to travel w thout
perm ssion. |If they catch you, they'll
kill you. Whatever will 1 do then?
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HERSHL
Don't worry, I'll dress |ike the
gentiles. They won't catch ne.
Besi des, what's the difference whether
we die by bullets or by starvation?

Her shl pl aces a knapsack on his shoul ders and puts on a cap,
such as the gentiles wear, and takes a train to G odzi sk.
From peasants that he's acquainted with, he buys sone

chi ckens, ducks and geese. They're slaughtered and stuffed
into his knapsack. Hershl takes them back to Warsaw.

EXT. STREETS OF WARSAW - DAY

A dozen or so SS officers, armed with rifles suddenly appear
and seize every recogni zabl e Jewi sh nal e passerby. Those
taken are lined up in a row on the cobbl estone streets and
led away to clean streets or clear away the ruins of bonbed
bui | di ngs.

[MX WTH H STORI CAL FOOTAGE]

Her shl sees SS approachi ng; he quickly rushes through the
nearest gate while Hanele remains on the street until the
danger passes. Hershl goes up several flights in the building
when a MAN opens his door.

MAN
What's goi ng on?

HERSHL
There's a seizure. Don't go out. Can
| stay here till it's over?

MAN

Sur e.

Hershl enters the apartnent. They both stand behind the

curtains at a wi ndow and observe the SS beating Jews and
forcing theminto a group that's led away to do "convi ct
| abor ™.

When they gather their quota, they march away with them
Her shl goes back into the street and finds Hanele waiting
for him

HERSHL
W can't go on living like this,
i ke scared m ce.

HANELE
VWhat el se can we do?

HERSHL
We nust get away. The sooner we | eave
Pol and, the npre certain we'll be to

stay alive.
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I NT. HANELE' S HOMVE - EVEN NG

Hershl, Hanele, Bella, Dora, Halinka, Ignac, Uziek and his
wife, Hella, are seated at a table.

BELLA
(excitedly)
| heard Hayim s alive and in Byalistok
on the Russian side of the Bug R ver.
| nmust go there.

HERSHL
Hanel e and | also think we ought to
| eave Pol and. Perhaps we can go

t oget her.
HANEL E

Not before we marry, Hershl. Renenber?
HERSHL

Yes, of course.
DORA

Children, please stop. You're all in

a panic. This isn't the first war
we've had to live through and it
won't be the last. It'Il all pass.
You' Il see.

HALI NKA
Ma, it's different this time. If you
read Mein Kanpf you'll see. Hitler
says he'll extermnate all Jews and
make every country Judenrein.

| GNAC
Hershl's right, Dora. Even if it's
not as bad as Hal i nka says, it's bad
enough. W should try to escape.
It's our only chance.

BELLA
And | won't take the chance of | osing
Hayi m

DORA

Since you're all so determined to

go, you go first. Halinka and | wll
stay behind until we get our househol d
affairs in order. Later, wherever

you settle, you'll send for us and
we'll neet you there. Hanel e and
Hershl, prom se nme that when Bella
finds Hayim they too will be married
before they travel and live together.

HERSHL
Yes, | prom se.
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HANEL E
(looking to Bella)
W'l see toit.

BELLA
| woul d never say no to that.

I NT. RABBI'S APT. | N BLDG ACROSS THE STREET - N GHT

A smal | weddi ng cerenony is performed for Hanel e and Her shl
There's no electricity and the darkness is broken by the
light of a few small tallow candles.

EXT. STREETS OF WARSAW - FI VE | N THE MORNI NG

The group of six is set to make the one hundred fifty

kil ometer journey on foot and across the Bug River to the
Russian side. The norning is dreary, with a light rain
falling. Halinka, walks along with them

BELLA
Hal i nka, what are you doi ng here?
You weren't to join us till later.
HALI NKA

"1l acconpany you to the outskirts
of the city. Who knows when we'l |
see each ot her agai n?

They approach the great synagogue of Warsaw at Number 3
Tl omacka Street. The imense lion scul ptures at the entrance
to the synagogue are severely danaged.

The two lions are still upright in the ruins, but they're
decapitated and their shattered heads lay m xed with the
ot her debris.

HANELE
Ch ny, | forgot ny snow boots. 11|
need them for the Russian w nter.

HALI NKA
If you wait for nme, I'lIl fetch them
for you.

They wait for their little sister. She runs back with the
boots. She's out of breath. They bid farewel|l and Halinka
starts to weep bitterly. As she vani shes from sight,
everyone's affected with a di smal nood.

HERSHL (V. Q)
That was the last tine we saw her
alive. Along with her nother, she
was nurdered in the Mj danek
concentration canp.
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EXT. RAILWAY - DAY

| gnac offers to carry Hanel e's satchel. They come upon a
train | oaded with GERVAN SOLDI ERS and NAZI OFFI CERS. Wen
the soldiers notice them they greet thempolitely and hel p
t hem on board. The soldiers observe the new arrivals
careful ly.

NAZI OFFI CER
Who are you?

HERSHL
(boldly in German)
Ref ugees fromthe other side of the
Bug. W're returning honme to our

parents.
NAZI OFFI CER
(pointing to Bella
and Hanel e)
And who are you?
HERSHL
These two girls are ny sisters.
NAZI OFFI CER
And the rest of you?
HERSHL
Al'l going hone, like us.
NAZI OFFI CER
(addressing | gnac
directly)
Du bist ein Jude ja? You're a Jew,

yes?
I gnac turns deathly pale and is unable to answer.

GERMAN SOLDI ERS (SI MULT.)
Jude raus! (get out, Jew) Jude raus!

Trenmbling, lIgnac |leaps fromthe train with Hanele's valise
still in tow. Everyone in the group is horrified but Ignac
| ands on his feet. The Germans | augh | oudly, amused at the
sight of the "fainthearted" Jew

The train stops in the towm of Ml kin, which Iies along the
Bug. They roamthe town | ooking for I|gnac.

EXT. - LATE AFTERNOON - NEXT DAY

| gnac appears. He's exhausted and di shevel ed and badly
br ui sed.

HERSHL
| gnac, thank God, you made it.
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HANEL E
What happened to you? Are you alright?

| GNAC
As | approached town, sone Cernans
saw nme. They beat nme and stol e al
my possessions. Yours too, Andzia.
" m sorry.

HANEL E
It's not your fault. We'll do with
what ever we have.

They arrive at the Polish-Russian border. Their docunents
are being exam ned. The GERMAN BORDER GUARD isn't conversant
in Polish.

He has a POLI SH PEASANT fronting for him Uzi ek RAZKOZNI K is
transporting a brand new bicycle. The peasant tries to take
the bike. Uziek pulls it back. A great tussle ensues.

GERVMAN GUARD
(lifting his gaze
fromthe docunents
and turning to the
peasant)
What's going on here?

PEASANT
(in exultation)
Das ist ein Jude! This is a Jew

Wt hout hesitation or |oss of composure, Uziek seizes the
bi cycle with one hand and with the other he waves his
identification papers in front of the peasant's eyes and
shouts at himin Polish.

UzZI EK
Bang yourself on your head you stupid
peasant! |s Josef Razkoznik a Jew sh
name?

He spits at the peasant and grabs the bicycle, as he hurries
across to the other side. The German | aughs and nockingly
ridicules the peasant.

EXT. RAI LROAD STATI ON ON RUSSI AN SI DE OF THE BUG - N GHT

On the Russian side, they go to the railroad station where

t housands of refugees, wait for a train to take themto

Bi al ystok. A freight train arrives filled with people com ng
fromthe east. There's yelling and pushing as the crowd rushes
towards the freight cars. They hear a famliar voice calling

t hei r nanes.

HAYI M
VWhere's Bel |l a?
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HERSHL
Ri ght here!

BELLA
(shocked to see hin
How d you find us here?

When they all scranble up onto a freight car, Hayimgives
his account of how the mracle of their neeting canme about.

HAYI M

(wi t hout pausing for

br eat h)
| couldn't wait for news of you, so
| decided go back to Warsaw. Just as
| arrived from Bi al yst ok and about
to | eave the station, | heard your
vVoi ces.

EXT. GATY OF BI ALYSTOK - DAY

The city is a teem ng beehive of tens of thousands of refugees
running fromevery city and town in Pol and.

They make inquiry as to where they mght find the hone of a
rabbi, intending to fulfill Dora's wish that Bella and Hayi m
have a proper weddi ng cerenony. They find a RABBI, a very
old man with poor vision.

| NT. RABBI S HOME - DAY

RABBI
"Il gladly do the mtzvah, act of
charity, of marrying the young couple
but I can't wite a ketubah,
certificate of marriage on account
of ny poor eyesight and there aren't
any printed ones to be had.

Hershl takes out his own ketubah, and copies it word for

word on a small piece of paper, except that he inserts Hayim
and Bella' s nanes and the new date. After carefully reading

it back to the rabbi, the rabbi perforns the weddi ng cerenony.

EXT. CITY OF BIALYSTOK - DAY
Sovi et LOUDSPEAKERS bl are propaganda all over the city.

L OUDSPEAKERS
Stalin has opened the gates of our
bel oved fatherland to all workers
and farmers. Those willing to work
can obtain jobs imedi ately. Troop
trains are ready to transport
regi strants free of charge.
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HERSHL
What do you think? Shall we try out
this Soviet brand of happi ness?

HANEL E
We've nothing better to do than to
wait out the war and this'|Il give

you a chance to finally test those
i deas you have about socialism

EXT. RAI LROAD STATI ON - MORNI NG

Hershl and Hanel e regi ster and report at the railroad station.
They' re | oaded onto trains and depart for the prom sed Sovi et
"paradise.” The train stops several tinmes to take on Red
Arny troops. The soldiers sit down on the floors of the cars
and sing communi st propaganda songs urging everyone to sing

al ong.

ENG NEER
We'll remain in Polotsk for half an
hour. If you go into town, don't be
|ate returning or the train wll
| eave w t hout you.

EXT. TOMN OF POLOTSK - DAY

There's wi despread poverty. The small two-story houses are
built of rotting wood, and they stand half in ruin. There's
a larok, small store, outside of which there's a queue of
hundreds of people waiting to buy sugar. A POLI CEMAN notices
Hanel e and Hershl approaching. He calls out.

POLI CENMAN
Et o bieszentsi oni dieset |et
sakhraniye videlyi! These are refugees
who haven't seen sugar for years.

He politely leads themto the door of the larok and lets
themin ahead of the |ine. Wien the storekeeper's about to
hand them a kilo of sugar, Hershl waves her off.

HERSHL
We don't need that much. Two hundred
grans will do. W can al ways buy

nmore | ater.

Everyone stares at them as though they came from anot her
pl anet .

EXT. A LARGER TOMN IN WHI TE RUSSI A - M DNI GHT
A mlitary band marches up to the train and play's

L'internationale. A POLITICAL LACKEY nounts a platform and
delivers a long and boring propaganda speech.
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POLI TI CAL LACKEY
Stalin, having delivered you from
Pol i sh Panczizn (feudalism, invites
you to a happy, joyous existence in
our golden fatherland to share the
good fortune of all our citizens..

They're driven to a school building, lined up and led to a
bat hhouse. The streets are unpaved with deep puddl es
pockmar ki ng the roads. Hershl and Hanel e continuously slide
off long boards laid out on the streets, landing in nud in
over their ankles.

| NT. BATHOUSE - DAY

The bath is in an old, neglected wooden building. There's a
| ong bench on which stand a row of wooden pails. Above the

bench, along the entire length of the wall, there are two
pi pes with faucets attached. They stand naked next to a pail,
fill it with water, and, hurriedly, soap thenselves. Then

they rinse off.
CUT TO
| NT. SCHOOL AUDI TORI UM - NI GHT

They' re asked their nanmes, birth date, and occupation and

led to sleep on the bare grounds of the school. The foll ow ng
norni ng, they're | oaded onto trucks and driven to different
factories and collective farns. Hershl and Hanel e are anong
the last to be assigned. Atruck is sent to take themto a
col l ecti ve.

EXT. (KOLHQZ) COLLECTI VE FARM - DAY

They' re handed shovels and put to work digging | ong ditches.
The shovels are heavy and dull. For the first few days, their
hands blister. During the next few days, the blisters burst,

| eaving the palns of their hands, as well as their fingers,
covered with raw wounds.

HANELE
| can't ever becone accustoned to
l[iving here. I'"mused to resting

after a day's work. Here there's
not hi ng but hard work. Al we ever
do is collapse from weari ness.

EXT. END OF WORKDAY - LATE AFTERNOON

Hanel e takes her usual route across a field where cattle
graze. She has a bright kerchief on her head. Hershl stands
at the edge of the field and sees a bull clawing the earth
wi th his hooves and raising his head repeatedly in Hanele's
direction, and then suddenly takes off after her. Hersh
races towards her.
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HERSHL
Pul | the kerchief fromyour head!
T-h-r-o-w a-wa-a-a-y your k-e-r-c-h-
i-e-f!

Hershl runs and calls out to her all the while. She finally
turns her head and sees the bull. Hershl nmotions for her to
throw t he kerchief from her head.

When the bull's only about a neter away, she pulls it off.
The bull rushes towards the fluttering piece of cloth and
grinds it into the ground.

HANEL E
W can't stay here any |longer. |
just can't take it.

HERSHL
(conforting Hanel e)
Ckay. Alright. W' ll leave this
kol khoz. 1 prom se.

Rising early the next norning, so as not to be noticed, they
steal past sleeping guards and trek the long way to Liyasne,
where they neet their friends Uziek and his wife, Hella.
They all decide to | eave for the city of Vitebsk.

I NT. VITEBSK - BOX FACTORY - DAY

They find a factory, one that nanufactures boxes. Hershl
makes application with the SUPERVI SOR

HERSHL
I"'mfamliar with this work. | was
enpl oyed i n the manufacture of
yasht shi kes, boxes in Pol and.

SUPERVI SOR
We do need extra help. Let's see
what you know.

The supervisor takes himaside to try himout, and seeing
that he could do the work, retains him

SUPERVI SOR ( CONT' D)
Ckay. You're hired.

HERSHL
One thing. We're fugitives froma
kol hoz. I"'mafraid we'll be arrested
i f found out.

SUPERVI SOR
'l take care of that. I'll wite a

| etter explaining that constructing
boxes is your trade, and that our
factory is in great need of your

( MORE)
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SUPERVI SOR ( CONT' D)

skills. Don"t worry; I'll see to it
that they rel ease you fromtheir
enpl oy.

Hanel e works in the freezing yard. She has to |ift heavy
boards onto her shoulders and carry theminto the factory.

When it snows overnight and the boards freeze together, it's
i npossi ble to separate them Hanele isn't dressed properly.
Her hands are frozen and swol |l en, and she catches a cold

wi th a hacki ng cough.

HERSHL

(maki ng request of

t he supervisor)
Can't you do sonething to alleviate
nmy wife's torment? She's constantly
crying and feeling mserable. Please
give her work inside the factory so
t hat she doesn't have to spend her
entire day in the cold. | fear she
won't |ast through the w nter.

SUPERVI SOR
| f she knew how t o hammer boxes
together, 1'd | et her work inside.
HERSHL

(sei zing upon the

supervi sor wor ds)
"1l teach her. You'll see, she'l
soon be as adept as the others.

Hershl is seen teaching Hanel e how to put boxes together.
When she positions the nails to drive theminto the box, she
m sses and smashes the hamrer agai nst her fingers and

| acerates them so badly that they need bandagi ng.

| NT. OPSHESZI TZA (GROUP RESI DENCE) - DAY

Hanel e and Hershl are quartered in an opsheszitza, group

resi dence. Beds are placed right next to one another. Al of
t he other occupants are nen, affording Hanele little privacy.
Wien she needs to wash herself, she has to hang a quilt that
screens her fromthe eyes of the nen.

| NT. OPSHESZI TZA - MORNI NG

At six in the norning, the factory whistle sumobns everyone
to work. They obtain their allotnent of bread, four hundred
grans, about a pound, nostly water, straw and bran. This
loaf is to suffice for an entire day's neals but is scarcely
enough for one, after which they draw a cup of Kkipitok, hot
wat er .
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EXT. STREETS OF VI TEBSK - LATE AFTERNCON

After work, everyone hurries out onto the streets of Vitebsk
to rush fromstore to store in search of sonething to buy.
Al the stores are bare. Wien there's sonmething to be had, a
mle long line forns.

Hershl waits on such a line for hours. He strikes up a
conversation with another WORKER. They both come up to the
SERVER.

HERSHL
What are they selling?

WORKER
You don't ask what they're selling.
Here, in Russia, you ask, tshto
dayut ? What's being given?

SERVER
Sorry, we're all out.

WORKER

(with anger in his

Voi ce)
The greatest irony of our Soviet
hell is this: You sweat and grub for
a nmere ruble, the reward for your
| abor, and you pay six to ten tines
t he val ue of anything you buy. To
make a purchase, you stand in |ong
gueues for hours and hours. Then,
you're told that you' re being "given
the item not that it's being sold.

I NT. FACTORY - DAY

HERSHL
(speaking to the
supervi sor)
Pl ease do sonet hing about ny wife
living in a man's barracks. It's not
right. She hasn't any privacy.

SUPERVI SOR
We do have a limted nunber of
unoccupi ed cottages nearby. She and
you can take up residence in one of
t hem

I NT. "COTTAGE" - DAY

The cottage is a dil api dated shack. There's no coal for

heati ng. Hershl and Hanele try to use the sawdust and shavi ngs
fromunder the crosscut saw. Since this wood burns quickly,
Hershl has to get out of bed every half-hour to gather
addi ti onal shavings and sawdust. O herw se, it becones as

cold i ndoors as outside.
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I NT. COITAGE - N GHT

Hershl lights the stove and he and Hanel e go to bed. They
fall into a deep sleep and oversleep, so that they don't get
up in time for work.

I NT. COITAGE - EARLY MORNI NG

They' re awakened by a loud clatter at the door and when they
finally open their eyes, the supervisor and several worknen
are standi ng beside them

SUPERVI SOR
Are you alright?

HERSHL
(groggy and scarcely awake),
Yeah, 1 think so .

HANEL E
(just opening her
eyes)
... Cod. ..
SUPERVI SOR
When you didn't show up for work, we
were sure you froze to death. I'm

sorry, to have broken in this way.

It takes them many hours and drinking glass after glass of
hot kipitok to come to.

| NT. COITAGE - MORNI NG

Bella and Hayim who stayed behind in Bialystok, arrive in
Vi tebsk and sl eep overnight in Hanele and Hershl's cold
cottage. Everyone, including Uziek and Hella, are discussing
the difficulties they face in Vitebsk.

BELLA
| thought it was bad in Bialystok
but here it's inpossible.

HERSHL
W tried to warn you when we wote
to you, but you arrived before getting
our letter.

HAYI M
How about com ng back to Bial ystok
with us?

HANEL E
Yes. | want to | eave especially since
we'll all be together. | don't want

to stay here one nore day.
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HELLA
We can't stay all by oursel ves.
You're our only friends here.

Uzl EK
| f you go, we go too. But how do we
| eave? They' || arrest us.

HERSHL

We pack our things tonight and first
thing tonorrow norning, we tell the
supervisor we're seeing Bella and
Hayimoff to the train station.

EXT. TRAIN STATION - W NTER - 1940 - EARLY MORNI NG
MONTAGE

1) The group waits at the train station a very long tine,
fearful of being caught by the NKVD

2) ATrain pulls in destined for Mnsk, the capital of Wite
Russi a.

3) They clinb on board.

4) In Mnsk they see thousands of refugees at the train
station intermngled with soldiers streanming to and fromthe
Fi nni sh front.

5) They haven't any place to stay as snowstorns rage outdoors.
6) The police nercilessly turn themout into the street.

7) They are ill - dressed and the biting w nds penetrate to
t heir bones.

I NT. - RAILROAD CARS I N RAILROAD LOT - N GHT

When they have nowhere to sleep, they go to the railroad
| ot. They sneak into a car and spend the night on the seat
of a berth.

HERSHL (V. Q)
There was considerable risk connected
wi th sl eeping on those trains. The
| ocal thieves made it a practice to
rob refugees of what little they
still possessed.

A REFUGEE, while still asleep, senses that his coat is being
pull ed away. He holds on to it with all his m ght and
everyone's awakened by a horrific scream Wen they run down
fromtheir berth, they see the TH EF runni ng out of the car
carrying the sleeve of a coat in his hand.
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HERSHL (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
We knew sonet hing drastic woul d have
to be done or we would all perish
fromcold and hunger. W decided to
lie dowmn along the streetcar tracks
and prevent the trams from running
even if this would cost us our lives.
This was when we were arrested.

I NT. JAIL - N GHT

HERSHL (V. Q)
Upon arrival, thirty-five of us were
packed into each cell, l|ike chickens
in a crate. There was but one cot
and no |ikelihood of sleep. There
was scarcely roomto sit on the floor.
Every twel ve hours six nmen, chosen
by lot, took turns sitting on the
cot .

I NT. JAIL - DAY

Once a day, the prisoners are taken outdoors for a ten-mnute
wal k. They are marched around a steel tower in the prison
yard. Atop the tower, a prison guard holds a machi ne gun
ainmed directly at them

I NT. JAIL - MORNI NG

At nine o' clock, they're given a hunk of bread and a cup of
bl ack, bitter coffee brewed entirely of chicory.

I NT. JAIL - N GHT

Everyone's crowded together on the floor, hands around their
knees, their heads resting upon themin insufferably cold
tenperatures. The bl ood cannot circul ate and everyone
experiences extrenely painful stabbing in the soles of their
feet.

HERSHL (V. Q)
| f anyone tried to get to his feet,
he created a disturbance. The
resul ting commoti on awakened everyone.
| f we nmanaged sone sleep, it was
only prior to mdnight for there was
none to be had thereafter.

Pronptly at mdnight, all hell breaks |oose. The cell door
opens and a GQUARD begins reading off a list of initials.

GUARD
Na bukva "A"'! Letter Al
(meaning ' Altman')

Her shl steps outside and lines up next to the cell door.
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GUARD ( CONT' D)
Na bukva "B"! Letter "B"!
(meani ng BERNSTEI N)

Bernstein fails to respond fast enough and several guards
rush in beating himwith iron rods and drag himinto |ine.
They're |l ed through the long prison corridors into the yard.
"Bl ack crows"” await them and take themfor a fifteen to
twenty-mnute ride to the headquarters of the NKVD

CUT TGO
I NT. NKVD OFFI CES - NI GHT

They're escorted up a staircase and then taken separately
into a small roomthat contains a desk and two chairs. An
NKVD AGENT sits in one chair and Hershl is told to take the
seat opposite him Then the interrogation begins.

NKVD AGENT
Who were your grandfathers?

HERSHL
Lev Silberm nts and Yitzhak Al tnman

NKVD AGENT
What were their occupations?

HERSHL
Lev was a manufacturer of silk goods
and Yitzhak, a tailor of wonen's

hosi ery.
NKVD AGENT
Like all Jews, wealthy capitalists.
HERSHL
No. Most Jews in Poland are not well
of .
NKVD AGENT
Oh. And your father, what does he
do?
HERSHL
He's a mlliner in Bel gium
NKVD AGENT
So, I"'mright, a long line of Jew sh

mar ket eer s.

HERSHL (V. Q)
The exam ner badgered nme until the
grey of dawn. By the tine | was back
in ny prison cell our daily routine
commenced. | didn't dare take a nap
for sleeping during the day was
strictly forbidden.
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MONTAGE - SAME THI NG EVERY NI GHT
1) The interrogator |ooks at the report he'd witten the
ni ght before and has Hershl relate the story of his life
again fromAto Z
2) Cccasionally, he makes a note in his papers.

3) Hershl begins to weigh and neasure every word he utters.

4) On succeeding nights, Hershl recites his story quickly
and nmechani cal l y.

NKVD AGENT
(the interrogator breaks into a smle)
Enough, 1've heard exactly the sane

thing fromyou day in and day out.
(in a suddenly fam liar fashion)
How are you being treated in prison?

HERSHL
You know better than | do the answer
to that question. Instead, why don't
you tell me why |I'm being tornented
like this? Wsat terrible crinme have
| conmitted that warrants ny
incarceration? Wiile you're at it,
per haps you can tell me as to the
wher eabouts of ny wife, ny sister-in-
| aw and her husband. How cone he's
not in ny cell?

NKVD AGENT

(laughi ng out | oud)
Your brother-in-law and his wife
aren't as stubborn as you. They signed
up for work and were sent to a factory
in Orsha where they're working and
living happily like all the rest of
our citizens. If you sign a paper
that you're willing to return to
work in Vitebsk, you and your wife
will be released as well.

HERSHL
Absol utely not. | refuse to work in
Vi t ebsk under those terrible
condi ti ons.

NKVD AGENT
If that's your position, you' ve no
one to bl ane but yourself. Nor have
you cause to conplain. W' ve no
facilities for tranps and parasites
such as you.
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START FLASHBACK
EXT. CLUB HOUSE OF THE DEAF MJTES - DAY
When the nen | eave the WOMVEN out side and enter the clubhouse,
t he wonen see dozens of mlitianmen surround the buil ding.

They take fright. They attenpt to enter the club but the
M LI TI A GUARDS bl ock their way.

HANEL E
(pl eadi ng)
Let us through to our husbands.
GUARD
We have orders not to | et anyone

pass.
EXT. CLUBHOUSE - NI GHTFALL

No one cones out. Al the lights in the building are

exti ngui shed. Sone of the wonmen go up to the door and knock.
Al is silent. They go to the police station to inquire as
to their husbands' fate.

I NT. POLI CE STATION - N GHT

BELLA, HANELE, HELLA (SI MULT.)
Were have you taken our husbands?
Were are they?

POLI CE OFFI CER 1
(col d bl oodedl y)
They' ve been sent to prison for
roam ng the streets w thout passports.
If you don't |leave the city

i mredi ately, you'll be arrested too.
The wonen begin to wail |oudly.

HANEL E
No. We'll not |eave w thout our
husbands!

BELLA
| f you rel ease our husbands, we
prom se, we'll |eave M nsk

POLI CE OFFI CER 2
(feeling sorry for
t he wonen and turning
to the first officer)
YURI, bring sonme tea and butter rolls
(turning to the wonen)

ladies, | invite you to stay out of
the cold for a while. Have sonet hi ng
to eat. Your husbands will probably

be rel eased shortly. But you can't
( MORE)
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POLI CE OFFI CER 2 ( CONT' D)
defy Soviet | aw. When assi gned work,
you can't quit on your own.

I NT. POLI CE STATI ON - NEXT MORNI NG

Hayi m and Uziek arrive at the police station with railroad
tickets. They're going to Orsha to work.

HANEL E
Wiy were you rel eased and not Hershl ?

HAYI M
W weren't getting anywhere with the
Russi ans, so we agreed to go to work
wherever they'd send us.

UZI EK

Come with us until Hershl's rel eased.
HANELE

No. If | leave now, |I'll never see

Her shl again

Hayi m and Uzi ek take their | eave as NKVD officers arrive and
arrest Hanel e and several of the other wonen.

I NT. PRI SON CELL - SEVERAL DAYS LATER - N GHT

Hanele is stricken with terrible abdom nal pains. She begins
to moan and call for help. The GUARD, doubting that there is
anyt hing seriously wong, yells into her cell.

GUARD
| f you don't stop your conpl ai ning,
you' |l be thrown into the dungeon
and there you'll remain, |ike a dog.

The pain doesn't subside. She remains all night long with
parched |ips, scream ng in agony.

I NT. PRI SON CELL - NEXT MORNI NG

The prisoners are hurried into the washroom Hanele can't
stand up. She's forcibly renoved fromthe cell and shoved
into the washroom

The prisoners are counted. The guard sees someone m ssing.
He goes into the washroom and finds Hanele Iying on the floor
lying in a pool of blood. He sends for the prison NURSE

NURSE
Hurry! Hurry! She's dying!

I NT. PRI SON HOSPI TAL - N GHT

Hanel e regai ns consci ousness. She's in a hospital and there's
a DOCTOR at her bedsi de.
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DOCTOR
You had a miscarriage. You ve |ost a
great deal of blood. W had to operate
and give you nmultiple transfusions
to keep you alive. |I've prescribed a
nutrient rich diet for you. You won't
have nmuch of an appetite for you're
anem ¢ but you nust force yourself
to eat.

Hanel e sees an ARMED M LI TI AMAN sitting beside her bed
observing her every nove. There are other wonen there but
none of them are being guarded |ike crimnals.

She breaks into tears benpani ng her unhappy fate. She's being
provi ded nutritious food but finds herself unable to eat.

M LI TI AVAN
(shouting at her)
Eat what you've been prescribed. If
you don't, we'll return you to prison
weak as you are. There you won't be
catered to with such bourgeois fare.

She remains in hospital for a week but w thout nuch
i mprovenent .

I NT. HANELE' S PRI SON CELL - DAY

Two GUARDS | ead Hanele to the prison office anteroom

GUARD 1

Wait here until you're call ed.
HANEL E

VWhat am | waiting for?
GUARD 2

Wul d you like to see your husband?
HANEL E

| don't believe you. You're all of

you |iars.
They burst out |aughing at her words.
END FLASHBACK
| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM - NI GHT

On the last night of interrogation, Hershl enters the NKVD s
office and is politely directed to his seat.

NKVD AGENT
Do you wish to see your wfe?



69.

HERSHL
(doubting his sincerity).
O course. That's ny fondest w sh.

NKVD AGENT
You may see her on condition that
you sign a statenment that you'l
give up being a parasite and return
to work.

HERSHL
|"ve worked all ny life. 1I've never
been a parasite. Under no circunstance
will | return to work under the sane
or simlar conditions.

A | engt hy pause foll ows.

NKVD AGENT
(with uncertainty,
whi | e neasuring his
wor ds)
If we find work for you here in the
city, will you and your w fe be
willing to work?

HERSHL
I f conditions are even hal fway decent,
we' d be happy to.

The NKVD agent thunbs silently through his report for sone
time. Finally, he asks:

NKVD AGENT
How ol d were you when you first
|l earned to be a tailor?

HERSHL
Thi rt een.

NKVD AGENT
Have you | earned anythi ng about the
trade since then?

HERSHL
Not rmuch.
NKVD AGENT
Can you operate a sew ng nachi ne?
HERSHL
Yes.
NKVD AGENT

What woul d you say to being enpl oyed
in a Shvayni Zavod, tailoring factory,
here in the city of M nsk?

( MORE)
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NKVD AGENT ( CONT' D)
The pl ant produces greatcoats for
the Red Arny. Whuld that be all right?

HERSHL
Certainly.

The interrogator slides a sheet of paper across the desk for
Hershl to sign. He notions for the mlitary attendant to
take Hershl back to prison. As Hershl reaches the door.

NKVD AGENT
You'll hear from ne soon

I NT. JAIL CELL - DAYLI GHT

HERSHL (V. Q)
| was filled with a confusion of
feelings, a m xture of doubt and
hope. The hours dragged on and |
wonder ed whether it was true that |
woul d be released, that 1'd soon be
seei ng ny Hanel e of whom | hadn't
heard anything for over a nmonth. O
were they having sport with ne
del i berately giving nme fal se hope?

The cell door is unlocked and Hershl hurries out to the
washroom Half an hour later, the lock is turned again.
Breakfast is served and there's no sign of the interrogator's
prom se being fulfilled. The cell door is unlocked once nore
and the GUARD calls Hershl's initials.

GUARD
Na bukva ' A'!

HERSHL
Al t man!

GUARD

Bi eri barakhla y wystupai, Take your
t hi ngs and step outside.

He's led through the Iong prison corridors toward the NKVD

of fice. When the office door opens, Hershl sees Hanel e fl anked
by two prison guards. Her face is waxen and her cheeks appear
swol I en. Hershl rushes over, hugs her and covers her with

ki sses.

I NT. M LI TARY OVERCOAT FACTORY - DAY

HERSHL (V.Q).
We slept in an i mense dormtory
barracks. Here, nen and wonen had
separate accommodations. W didn't
see nmuch of each other. The factory
operated on three shifts and Hanel e
( MORE)
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HERSHL (V.Q.). (CONT' D)
never worked the sanme shift | did.
We net only during our days off,
Vi khodnoya.

The NKVD keeps watch on everyone in the barracks and takes
note of when they go to work or return.

| NT. BARRACKS - DAY
Hershl and Hanel e receive a letter from Hayi mand Bel |l a.

HANEL E
What does the letter say? How cone
it comes from Kowel ?

HERSHL
They heard runors that in the city
of Kiev permts are being issued to
those wishing to return to the
occupi ed western areas. They managed
to get to the Polish city of Kowel
and they say we'd better hurry there
lest it be too |late. Hanele, we need
to plan an escape again.

EXT. RAILROAD STATI ON - DAY

Hershl rushes over to the railroad station to purchase tickets
to Kiev, the Ukrainian capital

TI CKET AGENT
Show ne your komandar ovka, specia
perm ssion to travel fromone city
to anot her.

HERSHL
| haven't got one.

TI CKET AGENT
Too bad then. | can't sell you any.

Hershl takes out a couple of rubles and shows it to him

HERSHL
Is this just as good?

TI CKET AGENT
Come with ne.

The porter goes through a back door into the ticket booth
and gives Hershl tickets good for passage one week fromthe
date of purchase.

EXT. BARRACKS - NEXT DAY

Her shl packs their things in a valise he'd been using to
carry soiled clothes to be washed. As he carries the valise
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out of the barracks, an NKVD agent stops him He notions for
Hershl to open it. As Hershl noves to open it, he hesitates
for a nonent and the NKVD agent suddenly asks -

NKVD
VWhat's inside?

HERSHL
(sonmewhat relieved
and swiftly collecting
hi s t houghts)
You know what's inside, dirty |aundry.

Fortunately, he doesn't ask to inspect its contents.

NKVD
kay. Go ahead. | don't need to see
t hat .

Hershl hurries on to the railroad station where he rents a

| ocker. Surreptitiously, over several days, Hershl and Hanel e
steal other things out of the barracks and past the NKVD

hi di ng them under his and Hanel e's outer cl ot hing.

On the day of departure, Hershl and Hanele rise a little
earlier than usual

NKVD ( CONT' D)
You're a bit early this nmorning aren't
you?

HERSHL
Yes, we need to catch up on our work
fromthe other day.

NKVD
Have a good day.

HERSHL/ HANELE ( SI MULT.)
Thank you. You too.

They walk to the railroad station and arrive in Kiev as
pl anned.

EXT. RAILROAD STATION - KIEV - DAY

At the railroad station in Kiev, thousands of refugees are
standing on line. They get on line and obtain travel permts
to depart fromKiev to Kowel.

EXT. KOWEL - DAY
The bl ack market provides everything that anyone coul d want.

It's a cornucopia of things to eat and the Russians are buying
in quantity, a new experience for them
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HERSHL (V. Q)
These bargains in snuggl ed goods
gave rise to an exaggerated conception
of the wonders of life in capitali st
countries. The Soviet authorities
regarded this phenonenon as danger ous.
Real i zing that their citizens were
being carried away by these stories
from across the border, they decided
to elimnate the threat.

Pl acards on the walls of the city direct all refugees to
regi ster during the course of the next three days. Poles are
permtted to return to |live under German occupation but Jews
are barred and inmedi ately referred to the Soviet officials
for processing, bound for the Soviet Union.

HERSHL (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
Uzi ek and his wi fe managed to get
back to Warsaw. In both appearance
and nanme they seened typically Polish.
Unknown to us all, this proved, in
the end, to be a fatal choice. The
rest of us ignored the registration
thinking it would be better to wait
and see the outcone of this new edict.
We rented a small storefront, and
set up housekeepi ng.

The owner of the apartnment has a DAUGHTER who's enpl oyed as

a secretary in the offices of the occupying Russian and German
powers. The girl's friendly to themand, fromtinme to tine,
brings news of official plans affecting refugees who

regi stered but aren't in a hurry to apply for Russian
passports.

| NT. STORE FRONT APT. - LATE AFTERNOON

LANDLORD S DAUGHTER
A decree was issued today directing
all refugees who haven't yet obtai ned
Russi an passports to be forcibly
expelled this evening. Don't spend
the night in your apartnent for the
city's to be cleared of refugees.

HAYI M
No one knows we're here.
BELLA
They' Il not know to | ook for us.
HERSHL
Still, we should spend the night
el sewhere
HANEL E

We coul d stay out back?
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They bed down on the grass under the trees. They're unable

to shut their eyes, and strain to hear any indication of

i mpendi ng trouble. First, they hear a truck approaching.

Then the pounding of rifle stocks against the closed shutters.
The sound of furious SOVIET SOLDI ERS reaches their ears

SOVI ET SOLDI ERS
Atvariti, mznayimje zdies biejentzy
jew ot! Open! W know refugees |ive
her e!

After shouting several tinmes and banging liberally on the
doors, they're convinced that there's no one inside. The

truck starts up again and its sound gradual ly dissipates

into the night.

EXT. STORE FRONT - NEXT MORNI NG

When they energe fromtheir hiding place, they' re greeted
with the silence of a burial ground. COccasionally, a Red
Arny sol di er passes by, his clumsy boots echoing dully in
the enptiness. They slip back into their apartnment and | ock
t hensel ves in.

HANEL E
What do we do now?
HERSHL
W can't stay here, that's for sure.
HAYI M
Sooner or later, we'll be caught.
HERSHL
If we go out in daylight, we'll nopst
certainly be recognized. | don't

think we have any alternative but to
surrender. \Whatever happens, it'll
be easier to endure together with

t he ot her refugees.

They despondently pack their bel ongings, open the door to
the little store as wide as they could, and wait for soneone
to notice them THREE SOVI ET ARMY OFFI CERS cone by. Hershl
notions to themand calls themin.

HERSHL ( CONT' D)
We heard that all the refugees were
taken away. The sol diers must have
accidentally m ssed us.

Two of the soldiers inmediately take up guard over them

The third calls for a truck to take themaway to the railroad
yards outside the city limts where long trains of freight
cars stand waiting.
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I NT. TRAI'N - DAY

Forty peopl e, baggage and all, are stuffed into each of the
freight cars. The train drags on slowy. They read the nanes
of the stations along the way and realize they're going
farther and farther north.

HANEL E
Wiy won't they tell us where they're
t aki ng us?

HERSHL
Looks like we're en route to the
whi t e bears.

BELLA

Oh ny God, No!
EXT. ARRIVAL I N ASINO - THREE WEEKS LATER - N GHT

They're ordered to sit down and wait for a boat of transport.
Ni ght falls, danp and chilly. They huddl e together to keep
warm Suddenly, clouds of nobsquitoes attack. They run from
spot to spot and |l ook like black ghosts dancing in the gl oony
ni ght.

EXT. NEXT MORNI NG

In the norning, their faces are so puffed up, their eyes can
scarcely be seen. The boat that's to take themfinally
arrives. It's an imense barge, black and dirty. As many as
could fit are packed in.

EXT. TOM OF ZI RANSK, NOVOSI Bl RSK - SEVERAL HOURS LATER

The Soviet slave traders are waiting for them They start to
sort the newy arrived human nerchandi se for forced | abor.
Since Hayimis a chauffeur-nechanic, he's called to step
away fromthe group and stand to one side.

HAYI M
Wait. We're together. We're fam|ly.

BELLA
Pl ease, don't separate us!

They' re pushed aside by the SOVI ET GUARDS.

SOVI ET GUARD 1
(with dripping sarcasm
We don't give a shit about famlies.
Russia is your fam |y now.
Your nother, father, sister, and
br ot her .

SOVI ET GUARD 2
We'll let wives acconpany their
husbands, but no one el se.
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They're taken to a destinati on unknown. The others are
directed to |oad their things onto waiting horse-drawn peasant
wagons.

They' re ordered to march behind two arnmed soldiers and in
front of two that bring up the rear..urged on and hit from
time totinme with rifle stocks. It begins to snow.

HERSHL (V. Q)
This wasn't the kind of snow we were
accustonmed to seeing in Poland, neat,
sparkling crystals that |ooked Iike
many variegated stars. What fell
fromthe skies here were irregularly
fornmed "sheets" that soon transforned
the ground into puddles of mud which
were so sticky that wal king becane
increasingly difficult.

In front of Hershl and Hanele there's a PROFESSOR fromthe
Uni versity of Krakow, an elderly gentleman who reaches the
limts of his strength. He's about to topple over, so they
each takes hold of one of his arns to hold himup to wal k.
The poor man can no | onger stand and has to stop.

HERSHL ( CONT' D)
You nustn't give up!

HANEL E
Come on professor, keep on wal ki ng.
You can do it.

PROFESSOR
|"msorry. | just can't.

They fall behind the other marchers and the rear guards yell
and curse at themin the coarsest Russian possible. The guards
angrily pull the old man fromthem and he falls full length
into the nud. The guards order themto lift himup and get
himto the horse and wagon that conmes up from behi nd.

EXT. BRAND NEW VI LLAGE SUKHOYLAG - ONE HOUR LATER

Al ongside a wi de road, are new, but still unoccupied, little
shacks. Six to eight people are assigned to each shack, which
consists of a single large roomthat's conpletely bare.

There's no sign of furniture anywhere, no bed, no table, not
even a bench to sit on. They conplain to the COV SSAR
KHATYEYOV.

HERSHL
How do we sl eep? Were do we sit?
How are we expected to live |ike
t hi s?

By way of reply, he shows thema pile of boards and anot her
pile of logs |ying outdoors.



7.

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
We' Il provide you with tools and
give you three days to settle in
before putting you to work.

Hershl cuts sonme of the boards and puts a bed together. He
builds a table and two | ong benches to put alongside it.

When the others see it, they ask Hershl to make beds for
themas well. They go out to where the tall, wild grass grows
and gather it up and lay it over the boards of their new
beds.

I NT. DI NI NG HALL - PROKHARUVKA
COWMM SSAR KHATYEYOV

Your work will be to cut down trees.
The | ess you produce the | ess bread
you'll receive. The lazy won't get
to eat at all. Forget where you cane
from This will be your city from
now on.

Her shl stands up, raises his hand and begins to speak. Hanel e
tries to stop himbut it's too |ate.

HERSHL
Conr ade natchal nik, you're telling
us to forget our homes and never
t hi nk of them again? How can we
forget? The cruel war tore us from
our homes. W were dragged off to
distant, frigid Siberia, suffering
i nhumane conditions all along the
way. We're inpoverished and il
cl ot hed, and now we're being forced
to do slave labor, to do work that
none of us ever |earned to do. Wat
sins have we conmtted to deserve
t hi s?

Everyone assenbl ed breaks into appl ause. Suddenly frightened
and stunned by his own words, Hershl sits down.

HANEL E
(reprimanding in a
hal f whi sper, with
fear in her voice)
You' ve gone too far. The Comm ssar
could send you so far away no one
will know what's becone of you.

When the crowd settles down, the Conm ssar bangs his fist
angrily on the table. His face turns red with rage.

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
We don't tolerate this kind of thing!
( MORE)
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COW SSAR KHATYEYOV ( CONT' D)
We've a place for counter-
revol utionari es who preach parasitism
You can forget about our ever letting
you return to your accursed Pol and!

Silence reigns in the hall. A deep depression falls on
everyone.

EXT. PROKHARUVKA SQUARE - EARLY MORNI NG

The sirens blare in Prokharuvka. Everyone hurries to the
square. A convoy of several arned soldiers conducts themto
a forest several kiloneters away to show them how to fel
trees.

I NT. SHACK - DAY

HERSHL (V. Q)
Despite our returning hone weary
froma full day's work, we were
obliged to go out into the woods
after dark and gather firewood. W
had to amass enough for the hard
winter to cone. CQur ration of black
bread wasn't enough for even a single
meal . Yet we greedily consuned al
of it first thing in the norning in

a vain attenpt to still the incessant
ghawi ng hunger that ate at our
i nsi des.

Her shl and Hanel e arise and are about to | eave for work,

t hey | ook out the wi ndow and see that they're buried in snow.
They open the door but can't see the sky. They can't clear
an opening. Wen they try to light a fire in the stove,

they' re nearly asphyxi at ed.

HANELE
Put it out! Put it out! | can't
br eat he.

The chimey is filled with fallen snow and t he snoke backs
up into the house. Hershl throws snow on the fire putting it
out. They keep the door open to let the fumes out but this
causes themto suffer fromthe freezing cold. After two days,
sonme workers dig a path to their house and free them

EXT. SPRING I N SI BERI A - MNAY

The snow begins to nelt. The snow cover is transfornmed into
deep nud hol es. These are acconpani ed by the appearance of
billions of nobsquitoes, arriving in great clouds devouring
everyone in the way.
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HERSHL (V. Q)
During the winter we managed to keep
our deteriorating shoes bound together
and bandaged. The ground and snow
were too frozen to | eak into our
shoes. Now sl oggi ng through the mre
made our shoes heavy with noisture,
adding to our m sery.

A trenmendous horsefly gets through to Hershl's left foot and
bites himon the instep. Two days later, after tranping in
the nud, his foot is so swollen he can't go to work.

I NT. OFFI CE OF THE COMM SSAR KHATYEYOV - MORNI NG

HERSHL
See here | was bitten by a horsefly
and ny foot's so swollen, | can't

possi bly go to worKk.

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
(exam ning his foot)
Looks like you' Il be out of comm ssion
for about three days. |I'm sending
you to the canp DOCTOR and have him
attend to your foot.

| NT. DI SPENSARY - DAY

The doctor |ances the wound and presses out some matter. He
applies a cl ean bandage.

DOCTOR
Stay in bed three days. Then cone
back and see ne.

I NT. OFFI CE OF THE COWMM SSAR KHATYEYOV - THREE DAYS LATER

DOCTOR
You ought to release Gisha, Hershl
for several nore days. The wound is
far from heal ed.

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
(taking a |l ook at the
wound and then at
Her shl)
Ni t shevo, it's nothing, you can worKk.

DOCTOR
| f you send himback too soon, for
sure it will worsen

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
Nah, it's no problem he can work.
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DOCTOR
At least, give himwork that won't
aggravate his condition.

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
(turning to Hershl)
Alright, I'll rmake you a diesat niKk,
| eader of ten, of one of the brigades.

He hands Hershl a notebook, a pencil, a chisel, a hamer,
and a ruler.

EXT. WOODED FI ELD - DAY

When the workers finish for the day and arrange the logs in
neat piles, Hershl neasures them and nmekes entries in his
not ebook recording the I ength and breadth of both ends of
each pile.

The Conmi ssar rides by on his horse. He disnounts, ties the
reins to a tree, and calls out to Hershl.

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
Kak diela? How s it going?

HERSHL
Ni t shevo. Al right.

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
Do you understand your
responsibilities?

HERSHL
Sur e.

As they wal k al ong conversing, they nove sone di stance away
fromwhere the brigade is working. The Conm ssar sits down
on the ground, and bids Hershl to sit down and begins to
guestion him

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
Were are you fronf

HERSHL
War saw, Pol and.

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
Wat's life like for people in Poland?

HERSHL
In Poland a worker is free to choose
hi s enpl oynent and enpl oyer. He can
pur chase what ever he wants. Bread
isn't rationed. Those with sufficient
funds can purchase food, clothing,
furniture, all sorts of things.
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COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
Ye znai u szeshti gramatni, | know
you're an educated man. | realized
it fromthe very first day you
arrived. | could ve punished you
severely, but | admre your courage.
That's why | assigned you | ess
strenuous work. But what you're saying
now i s beyond belief, like a tale
fromthe Arabian N ghts. Either you' ve
just invented it or you're |lying.

HERSHL
Listen to nme, Conrade Khatyeyov.
Pol and isn't the greatest country in
the world, but | tell you, conpared
to living conditions here, a dog
lives better there than does a
Conmi ssar in the Soviet Union.

The Conmi ssar rises, smling, and, as if talking to hinself,
he murnurs:

COWM SSAR KHATYEYOV
Tu vriash, Gisha, tu vriash... You're
lying, Gisha, You' re |ying.

EXT. QUTSI DE COWM SSAR KHATYEYOV' S OFFI CE - LATE AFTERNOCON

Four NKVD OFFICERS in full-dress uniform wth gold braids
on the epaulets of their overcoats, sit waiting on their
horses. Everyone in the village returns.

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
Everyone, Line up and face the
of ficers!

The Comm ssar counts the workers to see that no one's m ssing.

HERSHL (V. Q)
| felt something terrible was about
to happen. | thought that | surely
brought trouble upon nyself with ny
bi g nout h.

Still sitting on his horse, one of the NKVD officers reads
froma list of nanes and orders each person whose nanes are
called to step out. Wien he calls six nanmes, the riders pair
off, two in front and two behind those sel ected and march
themoff in the direction of Ziransk.

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
(warni ng the refugees)
The sane thing will happen to you
if you incite others or if you're
di shonest in your worKk.
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HERSHL (V. Q)
| f they were being punished for
incitement, | should have been the
first to be taken away. Wiy did they
pass ne by?

EXT. FORESTRY FI ELD - M DDAY

The Conmm ssar comes riding by to check on the workers. Hersh
tries to keep fromlooking in his direction and pretends not
to see him The Conmmi ssar calls out to him

COWM SSAR KHATYEYOV
Gisha, kak diela? Gisha, hows it

goi ng?

HERSHL
V' so fpoaradkie. Everything' s in
or der.

The Conm ssar approaches and smiles as though nothing
happened. He sees the fright in Hershl's face.

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
| know you're al arnmed over yesterday.
Had | stuck to the letter of the
law, | would have sent you to prison
too. | warn you though, don't speak
so freely on forbidden subjects.

EXT. END OF THE W NTER SEASON - DAY

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
Al'l those who know how to swm I|ine
up here. You'll ride the rafts and
rel ease the logs that jam at the
edges of the stream

Hershl lines up with the swimers. Eight workers, including
Hershl, set out to performthe dangerous eplav, rafting |abor.

EXT. RAFTI NG DOMN Rl VER - DAY

The raft crashes against the bank and falls apart. The force
of the crash catapults theminto the water. The streamcarries
one man further away. Hershl junps into the water and hel ps
the drowning man take hold of a |log. He places the other end
of the log under his armand swins to shore.

EXT. SIBERI AN TAI GA - NEXT MORNI NG

They hurriedly construct another makeshift raft. As they
glide down river, a torrential downpour begins. They make
their way to the river's edge and go deep into the taiga.

Their teeth chatter fromthe cold and wetness. Tiny nosquitoes
attack and devour their faces, which are soon so swollen
around the eyes that they can't see where they are.
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EXT. SIBERI AN TAIGA - N GHT

They set up canp in the pouring rain and try to go to sleep.
Her shl suddenly finds hinself shaking and shiveri ng,

si mul t aneously hot and cold. Al through the night, he's
feverish and trenbling, and tortured by dreadful nightnares.

EXT. SI BERI AN TAI GA - DAYBREAK

LOGGER 1
(shaki ng Hershl)
Get up! It's no | onger raining!

Her shl opens his eyes but has no idea where he is or what's
happening to him They shake hi m sonme nore.

HERSHL
|"msick or something. | can't get

up.
| NT. HOSPI TAL - DAY
A DOCTOR cones to exam ne him

HERSHL
VWhat's wong with nme?

DOCTOR
You had a severe attack of mal ari a.
| " ve given you shots of acri quinine.

After remaining in hospital two nore days, he's taken back
to canmp Sukhoyl ag

EXT. SUKHOYLAG - MORNI NG

Hershl's assigned to a different brigade and is again cutting
down trees. They cross a river in two |arge boats, which are
secured at the riverbank until it's time to return hone.

EXT. A RAINY AUTUW DAY | N SUKHOYLAG - DAY

The brigade marches down to the water's edge to take the
boats to the other side of the river. The boats are seesaw ng
out in the mddle of the river. The Conm ssar comes gall opi ng
on his horse.

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
Whoever swi ns out and brings the
boats back to shore will be rewarded
wi th an easier assignnment and an
extra ration of bread.

One of the MEN throws off his clothes, junps into the water
and begins swinmng at a fast pace. At about hal fway, he
turns back and swins at an even faster clip back to shore.
The cold and stinging ice water is nore than he can stand.
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COW SSAR KHATYEYOV ( CONT' D)
Anyone el se want to try?

HERSHL
(to a fell ow worker)
He went hal fway and back. He could
have gone the whol e way.

Hershl renoves his clothes and junps into the river. He's
soon beside one of the boats. He takes hold of it with both
hands and gets in. The Conmm ssar and workers raise their
voices in a hurrah! Gasping the oars, Hershl rows to the
ot her boat, ties it to the one he's in, and brings themin.

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
Fromnow on, it'll be your
responsibility to take the nen to
work and bring them back. In the
meanwhi | e, you can spend the day,
waiting for them

A lasting snow begins to fall and the acconpanyi ng frost
pai nts magnificent white | eaves and flowers on the tiny
wi ndows of their cabins. The streans begin to freeze as well
and soon their surfaces are covered with a thick firm gl aze.

| NT. COW SSAR KHATYEYOV' S OFFI CE - MORNI NG

HERSHL
The river's frozen and the boats are
i mmovabl e. The workers can now wal k
across the river. I'mreporting for
a new assi gnnent .

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV
(giving it some thought)
Do you know how to harness a horse?

HERSHL
Yes.

The Conmm ssar wal ks Hershl to the stable where he points out
an emaciated little horse.

COWM SSAR KHATYEYOV
Gisha, take the horse outside.

Hershl | eads the horse to an imense sleigh. A very |large
barrel is fastened to the sleigh. In the center of its belly

is a sizable opening |arge enough to admt a pail. Wen the
horse is harnessed, the Comm ssar shows Hershl how to drive
the sleigh to the well, fetch the water, and fill the barrel

COW SSAR KHATYEYOV ( CONT' D)
You are now t he vodovos, water
carrier, and you'll be responsible
for supplying water to the bakery,

( MORE)
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COW SSAR KHATYEYOV ( CONT' D)
the dining hall and the banya, bath.
The barrel hol ds about a hundred
pail fuls and you'll have to draw
themfromthe well five or six tines
a day and enpty it as many tinmes to
serve the community. That's twelve
hundr ed peopl e.

As Hershl fills the barrel and di spenses the water, he can't
avoid spilling some on hinself. After a while, Hershl's
wearing so nuch frozen "arnor" that he can scarcely wal k or
bend over. Wen he cones hone, Hanele pulls off his rigid
trousers and stands themup in a basin where they stand at
attention.

| NT. SUKHOYLAG - N GHT

Hanel e i s pregnant again. On a bitter cold night in md-
wi nter, her |abor pains begin. Hershl runs to fetch a M DWFE

M DW FE
You shoul d take your wife to the
hospital in Prakhurovka, it's two
kil oneters from here.

I NT. MAKESHI FT HOSPI TAL - PRAHUROVKA - N GHT

The makeshift hospital is but a single room which contains
three beds in total. It is devoid of instrunents and medi ci ne.
Hanele is in hospital for three days. She lies screamng in
excruciating pain. Neither the DOCTOR nor the mdw fe is

abl e to help.

DOCTOR
Your wife nmay need surgery but we
haven't the facilities with which to
perform an operation. It would be
best if we take her to the regional
hospital in Ziransk. To get there,
we'll have to go fifty kilonmeters by
sl ei gh.

M DW FE
Wth this fearfully cold weat her,
there's a distinct possibility the
journey may never be conpl et ed.

HERSHL
There's no choice. We have to chance
it.

A horse is harnessed to the sleigh. A quilt is tied around
Hanel e to keep the cold from penetrating her body and fat
applied to her face to keep it fromfreezing.

Hershl gets on intending to drive. Hanele is in great pain
and screans Wi th every upsurge of | abor pangs.
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DOCTOR
No, no. You can't cone along. The
heavi er the sleigh, the harder it'll
be for the horse to pull it.

I NT. HOSPI TAL | N ZI RANSK - NI GHT

The RESI DENT PHYSI Cl AN exam nes Hanel e as she continues to
withe with pain.

RESI DENT PHYSI Cl AN
A Caesarian section won't be

necessary. | anticipate an
unconpl i cated delivery in about two
hours.

The m dwi fe and doctor go out into the corridor to catch a
nap. Awakened by Hanele's screanmng, they find the baby with
its unbilical cord wound around its throat. As they lift the
child, it exhales its last breath. Hanele sees the lifeless
child and her screans of pain turn into cries of horror.

| NT. SUKHOYLAG - DAY
After her return, she cries incessantly.

HANEL E
(whi | e weepi ng)
The baby was so sl ender and beauti ful
with long | ashes and a full head of
hai r.

Hershl is noved to tears as he cradles Hanele in his arns.
EXT. FI ELD - LATE AFTERNOON

HANEL E
Wiy don't | go in the woods and pick
berries early so that when it's tine
to go hone, we can |eave right away
rather than first begin to gather
t henf

HERSHL
kay, but don't wander off too far.

The wor kday over, Hershl goes into the woods to | ook for
Hanele. He can't find her. He asks sonme WORKERS who are still
gat hering berries whether they had seen his wfe.

WORKER 1
No, we haven't seen her.

WORKER 2
Sonme people left work earlier. She
must have gone with them
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Hershl hurries into the barracks and washroom Hanele is
nowhere to be found. He inforns the Conm ssar. They saddl e

up a couple of horses and set off in tw different directions.
Hershl rides slowy, going deep into the forest all the while
calling out her name. The echo of his own voice is all he
hears.

HERSHL (V. Q)
| greatly feared the com ng night,
for these woods were popul ated with
bear and other wild animals. | hoped
t he Conmi ssar found Hanel e.

Hershl gives his horse a slap and gal | ops back towards the
vi | | age.

HERSHL (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
My fears intensified when | saw that
he al so returned w thout her.

EXT. FOREST - N GHT

Hanel e hears a rustling in the brush behind her and suddenly
takes fright. She runs and trips on the roots and underbrush
| acerating her feet. She renobves her sandals to clear the

bl ood fromher feet. Not knowi ng where to go she clinbs up
on the top of a tree stunp. She stands and shivers with cold
and fear.

CUT TGO

Hershl turns off the path on which he encountered the

Comm ssar and gal l ops down a different narrowtrail into the
dept hs of the woods. Every so often he stops and calls for
Hanel e. Receiving no response, he rides another half

kil ometer and calls out once nore. He hears her very faint
desperate cry.

HERSHL
(with all his strength)
Stay where you are and wait till |
get to you.

He gal |l ops faster and sees her standing on the tree stunp.
The area around the stunp is overgrown with wild thorns,
making it inpossible to ride up closer. Hershl tethers the
horse to a tree and runs to her. Hershl carries her on his
back until they cone to the nearby path. Wen the arrive,
everyone i s happy to see themreturn.

| NT. BARRACKS - EVEN NG

HERSHL
(addr essi ng Hanel e)
Now mi ght be the only tine we can
make our escape before the com ng
Wi nter.
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EXT. SUKHOYLAG - EARLY MORNI NG - NEXT DAY

Her shl and Hanel e pick up their bundles and wal k out of the
village. They proceed with running steps for the first few
kil oneters.

HERSHL
It'Il be two hours before anyone
reports for work. W won't be m ssed
until then.

EXT. REA ONAL SEAT OF THE TOMN OF ZI RANSK - DAY

Her shl and Hanel e stunble through the wild taigas of Siberia.

Hundreds of refugees sit beside a riverbank. They're waiting

all night for a steamer to appear and take themto Asino,

away from Si beria. They notice an enpty truck going by. Hershl
runs up to the DRI VER

HERSHL
Were are you headed?

DRI VER
To Novosi bi rsk.

HERSHL
Can you take us al ong?

DRI VER
| f you pay nme one hundred twenty
rubl es each

Her shl makes a gesture of hopel essness. The driver notices
the condition of Hanele's feet and that both she and Hersh
are wearing shoes so torn that the soles hang | oose and are
bound up with ropes. He relents sone.

DRI VER ( CONT' D)
kay, for you a special price, just
a hundred and forty rubl es together.

When they arrive in the large Siberian city of Novosi birsk,
the truck driver lets themoff at the railroad station. They
board a train heading for Tonsk.

EXT. RAI LROAD STATION, TOWK - DAY

They board another train to Tashkent. In three weeks they
reach the warm Uzbeki stan region and its capitol, Tashkent.
The city's teeming with Polish refugees making it resenble a
Persian fair.

Her shl purchases a kilo of uruk, a peach-like fruit, and two
very large |epiashki, flat rolls, fromsome UZBEKS. Hanele
and Hershl sit down right on top of their things to spend

t he night.
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EXT. RAI LROAD STATI ON - MORNI NG

They hop onto the first train to arrive and it brings them
to Samarkand, a city of little clay houses. There are no
pavenents. Everything' s inbued with the sanme gray hue. The
only exceptions are the small governnent buil di ngs. Hanel e
and Hershl walk over to a little white building.

| NT. GORSOVI ET (MUNI Cl PAL ADM NI STRATI ON) BUI LDI NG - DAY
An UZBEK, who obviously had plenty to eat, comes toward them

UZBEK
(in mutilated Russian)
What is it you want?
HERSHL
We're refugees recently freed from
Si beria. We're honel ess and | ooki ng
for work.

The Uzbek points to sonme | ong benches. Several other refugees
are already seated and al so seeking refuge. Hanel e and Hersh
sit down and wait. Mre refugees arrive. There's no nore
room on the benches, so they sit down on the fl oor.

CUT TGO

A primtive wagon, with two enornmously high wheels, arrives,
drawn by a canel. The Uzbek directs themto go on board the
wagon. The wagon | unbers on for about two hours. They cone
upon vast fields that stretch for mles around. Wen they
conme closer, they see nmen and wonen picking cotton.

EXT. COLLECTI VE FARM - LATE AFTERNOCON

The wagon drives into a very large yard and the Uzbek driver,
addresses themin his own tongue and tells themto get off.
They're |l eft standi ng besi de a huge warehouse. The driver
goes up onto the roof and, form ng a round horn with the
pal n8 of his hands, sings out an exotic, |ong drawn out tune:

DRI VER
H-a-a-k-i-m Ha-a-k-i-nmm

Several seconds later, there's an ANSWER, which seens |ike
an echo:

ANSVER (O S.)
Y-a-h-shi, Y-a-a-shi

The Uzbek then descends fromthe roof.

DRI VER
|"ve just shown you the tel ephonic
devi ce by whi ch comuni cation takes
pl ace here.
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A few mnutes |later, the FOREMAN of the collective arrives.
He's dressed in white linen trousers, tied with a rope around
his wai st. Over these, he wears a |long cotton tshupan or
caftan with wide nmulticolored stripes and he has on a dopa

or skull cap.

FOREMAN
Zdrastvoyeti Tovarishtshi! Geetings,
conr ades!

EXT. WAREHOUSE - DAY

He unl ocks the warehouse, weighs out a kilo of flour for
each person and nakes them understand, by speaking half in
Kirghiz and half in Russian, all the while gesturing with
his fingers, that what he gave themis a five day supply.

FOREMAN
Unl ess you want to die of hunger,
divide the flour into five portions.
Don't use it up all at once.

He hands each person a bl anket. Hanele and Hershl are taken

to a clay yurt. Their yurt, or kibitka, is a single w ndow ess
room A rectangul ar opening serves as both entrance and

wi ndow. Instead of a kitchen there's a hole in the floor

where a fire can be started and over the hole is a clay

chi mey.

EXT. THE COLLECTI VE - DAY

Hershl's given a horse and wagon and assigned to deliver
cotton to the city. He unloads the cotton piling, several
nmeters high, clinbing up and down repeatedly. [It's grueling
wor K.

Wth the tropical heat on the one hand and mal nutrition on
the other, Hershl's and Hanele's strength is ebbing and they
realize they won't endure for |ong.

| NT. THE BARRACKS - DAY

A heal t hy appearing POLE, who | ooks to be made of steel,
beconmes di stended from starvation, taking on the appearance
of a barrel. When he's no |longer able to work, he | angui shes
in the barracks for two days and then expires. A deadly fear
overcones all of the refugees.

HERSHL
The sane fate awaits us all.

The REFUGEES gather to figure what to do.

HERSHL ( CONT' D)
On our day off we should select a
del egation to call on the Sal soviet,
rural governnmental adm nistration
to | odge a conpl aint.
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REFUGEES
Hershl, since this is your idea,
take two of us and go to the Sal sovi et
and tell them of our dreadful
ci rcunst ances.

| NT. SALSOVI ET - DAY

HERSHL

(addressing the

Sal sovi et OFFI Cl AL)
W work very hard and we're
conpensated with a nere two hundred
grans of flour a day. W aren't even
gi ven shortening or salt. W're
becom ng swol Il en with hunger and one
of us has already died of starvation.
We've cone to ask that you do
sonething to help us or have us
transferred to a different collective.

Upon hearing their request, the official flushes bright red,
bangs his fist on the table and begins to upbraid them

OFFI CI AL
Where do you get the nerve? Do our
citizens get nore than you do? Wat
ri ght have you to nake demands?

HERSHL
Conr ade Manager, it's true, the
citizens of the collective don't
receive nore. You can't conpare them
to us. Every citizen nenber of the
col l ective has his own garden. They
have a cow or two goats. Many raise
chi ckens. W subsist on a hundred
grans of pap twice a day. How | ong
can we survive on that? W're only
asking to be relieved of our desperate
situation.

As Hershl's about to finish speaking, the official's no |onger
able to contain hinself.

OFFI CI AL
You speak of msery? Wat shoul d our
men, who've fallen in defense of the
fatherl and, say? Can they conplain
about their mserable lives? You
shoul d be thankful we took you in.
Where were you when our people ate
clay instead of bread? For twenty
years we ate clay and no one
conpl ai ned!

( MORE)
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Now it's tinme for you to eat clay...
| can't bear the sight of you. If
you don't take yourselves out of
here at once you'll not even receive

your two hundred grans.

HERSHL (V. Q)
Moved by hunger and despair,

e

the wild clover, shchav, and m nt

that grew there and boiled them up

in our kazan with a bit of fl our.
This was all we had to sustain us
and | had vivid visions of our

starving to death.

They receive their two kilos of flour;

Ki rghi zi a.
EXT. OSH - DAY

we began
to | ook for ways to ease the hunger

pangs gripping at our bowels.
went out into the field and picked

Hanel e kneads it and
bakes sone flat rolls on the fire. They rise early the next
norni ng and steal off to the railroad station and board a
train headed to the city of Gsh in the Soviet Republic of

In Gsh they wander about on dreary clay streets. Leaving the
city behind, they find thenselves on a road called Pom rska
Doroga that stretches five hundred kiloneters to the Chinese

bor der.
EXT. SALSOVI ET KHAZAYSTVO - DAY

They arrive at a Sal sovi et Khazaystvo,

Rur al

Gover nnment

Adm ni stration, and the OVERSEER agrees to enploy them

OVERSEER

We' Il provide you with a kibitka and
pay you one hundred twenty rubles

per nmonth. You'll have the right to

pur chase four hundred grans of bread

and, in the field, where you'l

wor ki ng, a daily ration of shurpa,
soup. You'll be harvesting nel ons,

pot at oes, ot her veget abl es,
strawberri es.
(turning to Hershl)

and

be

Do you know anyt hi ng about carpentry?

HERSHL
Yes | do.

OVERSEER

Well then, we'd like you to build a
| arok, small store, for bread

di stri bution.
( MORE)
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OVERSEER ( CONT' D)
(addr essi ng Hanel e)
And you' Il be assigned to picking
strawberries. But | warn you, the
penalty for eating even one is very
harsh...You' d be fortunate to receive
no nore than expul sion.

Hershl is provided the tools for building the larok and with
the aid of several other workers, conpletes the task. He
shows the overseer his handi work.

OVERSEER ( CONT' D)
Wonder ful , just wonderful. You've
done a great job!

Every day a wagon is sent to the nunicipal bakery in the
city to fetch bread. Wen the bread arrives, it's wei ghed
and everyone purchases his ration.

HERSHL (V. Q)
Oten, the driver returned enpty-
handed saying that for one reason or
anot her the bakery was short of
bread. The Soviets had a stock excuse
for such situations: Diyen prezhi
di yen propol, a day lived through is
a day | ost.

Hershl and Hanel e are stretched out in the shade, near the
entrance of their kibitka, exhausted and faint wth hunger.
They haven't strength enough to swat the flies that constantly
beset them

HERSHL ( CONT' D)
Hanel e, you know what's in the
kopi yets, storage cellar, behind our

ki bi t ka?
HANELE
No. | often wonder ed.
HERSHL

It's where the day's harvest of
potatoes is stored. If only we can
break into it, we wouldn't go hungry.

HANEL E
The kopiyets is secured with an
enor nous snap-|ock. W don't have
the key to open it!

HERSHL
Wen | was a child, | used to play
with a snap-lock and worked it with
a nail, opening and closing it w thout

ever using a key. Maybe | can do the
same with this |ock.
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EXT. - VILLACGE ASLEEP - LATE N GHT

Hershl gets up fromthe ground and hunts for a large nail.

He finds one. Stealthily, he nakes his way to the earthen
cellar and mani pul ates the viscera of the | ock. As he presses
hard on the |l anguet, the lock flies open. He slips quietly
back to his hut and picks up a sack.

HERSHL
Hanel e cone with ne and nmake sure no
one' s wat chi ng.

Hershl opens the lock and |ifts one lid of the cellar door.
Hanel e cl oses the door behind him and stands watch. He cones
out and cl oses the cellar door, puts the |ock back on and
snaps it shut. They return to their kibitka with a sacksfu

of pot at oes.

I NT. THE KI Bl TKA - DAY

The overseer enters Hershl's and Hanel e's ki bitka, which has
no door. He sees the potatoes hidden under a bl anket, under
t heir bed.

EXT. FIELD - DAY

Hershl's digging the hard, dry earth with his primtive hoe.
The overseer of the Sal soviet suddenly appears.

OVERSEER
(with a stern m en)
Go to the administration office for
your roshtshot, accounting. You and
your wife are to | eave and never
come back

EXT. THE PAM R ROAD - DAY

After a day's long march, Hershl and Hanel e cone upon an
i mrensely huge agricultural collective. They go to see the
MANACER of the collective.

HERSHL
Are you in need of additional workers?

MANAGER
Have you ever done construction work?

HERSHL
Yes, we have.

They' re assigned to help build kibitkas. The wet clay's
frightfully heavy. The hodful of wet clay is carried up a
tall |adder to the roof. The person in front has to bend
down to the ankles so as not to be taller than the person
behi nd.
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The person in back carries the hod on his shoul ders while
gripping the |adder with both hands. He has to push at the
carrier in front of himto keep himfromfalling backwards.

I NT. FOREMAN S OFFI CE - DAY

Her shl and Hanel e devel op blisters on the palns of their
hands. On the second day, the blisters beconme abraded turning
into extrenely painful, raw wounds. They conplain to the
FOREMAN.

HERSHL
Can't we be given an easier assignnment
for just a few days, just |ong enough
for the wounds on our hands to heal ?

FOREMVAN
(bursts into | aughter)
Rada privi katsh, kak niye privikniesh
toh zdoye, if you don't get used to
it, you croak.

VWhen the house is finished, Hanel e and Hershl are sent to do
f arm wor k.

EXT. DAY

Hershl tills the soil with his tikmen. He hears a horrific
scream and runs to Hanel e to see an enornous snake hissing
at her. He brings the sharp edge of the tiknmen down hard
upon the snake's head. The snake's body coils and recoils
spasnodically as its severed head keeps openi ng and cl osing
its nouth.

I NT. FOREMAN S OFFI CE - DAY

HERSHL (V. Q)
The Sovi et governnent issued a new
directive: all collective farns were
to raise pigs to supply pork for the
Sovi et market. The commune was gri pped
with dismay. The Kirghiz are pious
Muslinms, afraid to take on the
defiling work. The foreman realized
that he had a Urus, white European,
on the farm And so he sent for ne
to put me in charge of thirteen
squeal ers.

HERSHL ( CONT' D)
| don't know. |'ve never done this
sort of thing before.

HERSHL (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
| was fearful of undertaking such
responsi bility. Should any of the
piglets die, I would be accused of

( MORE)
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HERSHL (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
sabot age. \Wenever sonet hi ng went
wrong, those in charge were | abel ed
saboteurs and sent to join the white

bears.

FOREMVAN
If you work at it, you'll learn in
good time.

HERSHL (V. Q)
People were treated |i ke worthl ess
sl aves at the collective, but aninals
received truly humane attention.
received thirteen kil os of barley
meal daily, plus sixteen kilos of
potatoes for the thirteen little
pigs in nmy charge. The workhorses
were allowed as nmuch oats or whol e
barl ey as they could consunme. A person
received only four grans of bread.

EXT. BEHI ND THE KI Bl TKA - DAY

Her shl cooks potatoes in a |large kazan. He transfers it to
the pigsty where the baby pigs swill it down, only to begin
screanm ng again. Hershl chases theminto the w de-open field.
They stray over to a planted field and destroy it before

Her shl noti ces.

OVERSEER
(in a stern rebuke)
You're not properly carrying out
your responsibilities. You nmustn't
all ow the hogs to destroy governnent
property. Such breach of duty can
subj ect you to severe puni shnent.

HERSHL
Pl ease relieve me of this
responsi bility. Four granms of bread
doesn't give nme sufficient strength
to chase the piglets. They're faster
than | am and nuch better nouri shed.

FOREMAN
(i nsinuating Hershl's
a bl ockhead)
You have thirteen tshutshkas, piglets,
in your charge. You could pretend to
have fourteen. No?

I NT. KIBI TKA - MORNI NG

Hanel e has severe abdom nal pains. There are no doctors on
t he commune, only a NURSE who serves the entire collective.
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| NT. NURSE' S STATI ON - DAY
Hershl goes to the nurse. She exam nes Hanel e.

NURSE
She needs to be taken to the hospital.

HERSHL
How far is that?

NURSE
Fourteen kil oneters.

| NT. FOREMAN S OFFI CE - DAY
Hershl hurries to see the forenman.
HERSHL

Can | have a horse and wagon to
transport ny wife to the hospital ?

FOREMVAN
Al'l the horses and wagons are at
work. | can't let you have any before
eveni ng.
HERSHL
By then it'll be too | ate!
FOREMAN

That | can't help.
EXT. BLACKSM TH SHOP

Her shl goes out onto the large yard of the blacksmth shop.
Qutside the smthy, there are several two-wheel ed handcarts.
Hershl takes one of the carts, hitches hinself to the shaft
and hurries to the yard of his kibitka.

EXT. QUTSI DE THE KI BI TKA - DAY

HERSHL
Pl ease help nme get my wife in the
cart and come with us to the hospital.

Once again, he harnesses hinself to the cart. The nurse pushes
from behi nd.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - DAY

They reach the hospital bathed in perspiration. Imediately
upon arrival at the hospital, Hanele's exam ned by the
resi dent DOCTOR

DOCTOR
She's contracted typhoid fever. The
del ay may have jeopardi zed her life.
( MORE)
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DOCTOR ( CONT' D)
The high tenperature can conti nue
for three nore weeks before a turning
poi nt can be expected. |If she cones
through the crisis, she has a chance
of surviving.

As Hershl finishes preparing food for the pigs, he |ocks

them up and rushes off to the hospital to see how Hanele's

doi ng. Because of the danger of contracting the disease, he
isn't permtted to see her. He waits for hours beside a cl osed
wi ndow, and sees her |ying exhausted with cold conpresses on
her forehead.

HERSHL (V. Q)
| could see that she was becom ng
nore debilitated. At night, | couldn't
fall asleep for fear of |osing her.

I NT. THE KI Bl TKA - N GHT

The tropical winter arrives and a series of heavy rains begin
to fall. The downpours wear away the clay roofs of the

ki bitkas. Hershl ties the corners of his quilt to the head
rails of the bed.

The quilt's soon saturated and the rain water |eaks right on
top of him He pushes hard against a wall of the kibitka and
remai ns there for the rest of the night.

EXT. EARLY MORNI NG

Hershl prepares the feed for the swine, |ocks themup, and

starts his walk to the hospital. The roadbed' s transfornmed

into slippery, sticky, thick nud that nmakes it difficult to
wal k. Dozens of ki bitkas are washed away; the roofs fallen

inward and the walls coll apsing.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - DAY
Soaki ng wet and exhausted, Hershl arrives at the hospital.

DOCTOR
Your wife weathered the crisis safely
but she's extrenely tired and weak.
There's still great danger though.
She's conpl etely drai ned of energy
and she'll need good care to regain
her strength.

Her shl goes over to the wi ndow and | ooks in. Hanele | ays on
her bed worn-out. She tries to raise her hand in greeting,
but her hand falls linply back upon the quilt and she greets
himwith a weak sm | e instead.

EXT. BAZAAR - NEXT DAY.
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HERSHL (V. Q)
| took a bar of soap with ne to sel
on the black market to buy sonethi ng
t hat woul d hel p Hanel e recuperate.

Her shl wanders about the bazaar with the bar of soap in hand.
Soneone takes hold of his arm He turns around and is shocked
to see an NKVD |ieutenant holding himfirmy in his grip.

The man doesn't take the soap fromhim He lets go of his
arm and opens his arns wide as if to enbrace him

SHVAYE
(with great glee)
Have you forgotten nme already?

Stunned, Hershl stares into his face and recogni zes a fornmer
conrade from his comruni st days. Hershl falls into his armns.
Shmaye won't | et Hershl go.

SHVAYE ( CONT' D)
You nust conme with ne to the Kirghiz
t eahouse where we can tal k over old
tinmes.

I NT. KIRGH Z TEAHOUSE - DAY

They enter the teahouse where the Kirghiz can be seen drinking
fromsmall vases as they sit with their | egs crossed beneath
them Shnmaye and Hershl drink their vase of tea.

SHVAYE
| was severely wounded in Spain during
the failed revol uti on agai nst
Ceneral i ssinmo Franco. The USSR agreed
to admt a nunber of the wounded.
The Sovi et governnent hired ne and |
eventual |y attained the rank of
i eutenant in the NKVD

HERSHL
Shrmaye, It's been a wonderful surprise
to see you but please excuse ne. |
was on ny way to see ny wife who's
in hospital recovering fromtyphoid
fever and after | visit her, | still
have to wal k fourteen kilometers to
return to my commune.

SHVAYE
(handi ng Hershl a
card)
Here's where you can reach ne. Don't
hesitate. | can be of nuch assistance

in maki ng your lives easier here.

HERSHL
Thank you, Shmaye.
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HERSHL (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
| made a firmdecision that | would
never see himagain for | becane
convi nced of the fal sehood of the
comuni st ideol ogy that was put to
so cruel an effect. I'd come to detest
anyone who woul d hel p the Soviets
carry out their barbaric nmachinations,
even if it happened to be ny forner
conpatriot and friend with whom I
had so blindly fought in the cause.

EXT. COLLECTI VE FARM - DAY

Hanel e cones hone fromthe hospital. She's honme but two days
and she's assigned to a construction brigade twelve kiloneters
fromthe comune

EXT. KZYL-KYA (RED HI LLS) - DAY

Hershl's assigned to work in the coal mnes of Kzil-Kiya, a
Tupi k town of coal mnes at the very end of the railroad

I ine. Mountains reaching high into the sky surround the town.
This range of mountains is bare, having no vegetative grow h.

I NT. COAL M NE - MORNI NG

An overseer lowers the new arrivals by way of a w ndl ass,
deep underground and shows themthe shaft where they wl|
start work. Hershl works with a group of kanagani, horse
riders. He's given a wide belt onto which he hooks a heavy,
rectangul ar battery. A length of electric wire | eads from
the battery to the hard hat on his head and a searchlight is
attached to the hardhat.

I NT. M NE SHAFT - LATER

They go down into the shaft. Horses are waiting. They harness
themto small railway cars, each of which is | oaded with
approximately half a ton of coal. Two kanagani attend each
horse. H's COWRKER tells himto stand up on a "bunper" at
the end of the car.

CO WORKER
Hold on tightly and bend as | ow as
possible. That is, if you don't want
to have your head severed from your
body by those | ow beans.

He lets out a brief whistle at the sound of which the horse
carries them deep down into the bowels of the shaft. The
light fromtheir headgear casts shadows that float on the
beans and rafters of the walls and ceilings. The horse stops.

The co-worker junps off the bunper and, with one hand,
di sengages the horse and harness which is fastened but by a
single hook to the front of the car.
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Hol di ng the hook in his hand, he | eads the horse and his
harness to the other track, to cars already | oaded with coal,
and he re-hooks the harness to the row of | oaded cars. They
then get up on the bunper of the last car. He whistles, and
they're off in the opposite direction.

They deliver the cars, filled with coal, to a turntable from
whi ch a special hauling nmachine, called a | ebyotka, pulls
the cars up out of the shaft. As they travel back and forth,
a car derails.

HERSHL
(with fear in his
Voi ce)
VWhat now? W'l |l need a dozen peopl e
to get the car back on track.

CO WORKER
One' s enough.

HERSHL
A full car weighs nearly a ton. How s
t hat possi bl e?

CO- WORKER
(smling)
As a rule, when a car is derailed
only three of its wheels go off track.
The fourth wheel remains on the rail.

He points to a small thick board, with one side shaved. He
takes hold of the board and inserts its thin edge under the
wheel that's still in place. Then, he wal ks to the other end
of the car, puts his shoulder against it and gives it a sudden
lift. Wth a groan, the car puts its other three wheels down
on track.

I NT. M NE MANAGER S OFFI CE - DAY

HERSHL
Can | get a permt for ny wife to
conme and |live here?

M NE MANAGER
|"ve no objection. We'll put her to
wor k cl eani ng the barracks, carrying
in coal and seeing that there's a
supply of hot kipitok in the kazan.
M nd you, she'll only receive half a
ration since she won't require as
nmuch food as the mners.

| NT. HERSHL'S APARTMENT - NI GHT
Hershl's mal ari a reappears and he suffers fromvery severe

attacks. At the beginning of every siege, Hershl feels
extrenely cold. After shivering for several hours, he's
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suddenly overcone by a feeling of extrene heat. This pl agues
him for twenty-four hours, sonetines |eaving himunconscious.

EXT. ON THE ROAD TO WORK - MORNI NG

Her shl begi ns shivering while on his way to work. He reports
to the NURSE as soon as he reaches the m ne.

I NT. NURSE' S QUARTER - MORNI NG

HERSHL
Can | be excused fromwork? |I'm
undergoing a nmal aria attack. | need

a shot of acri qui nine.

The nurse takes his tenperature.

NURSE
I Il ness unacconpani ed by high fever
isn't considered illness. If you

m ss work or even if you're fifteen
m nutes |late and can't prove you

have hi gh fever, you'll be considered
prigul shtshik, tardy, and deprived

of half your bread ration for a nonth.
| f you malinger a second tine, you'l
be 1 nmprisoned, and forced to perform
t he sane work as before but under

the watch of arned guards and receive
only three hundred grans of bread. A
third tinme you'll be sentenced to
five years in prison

HERSHL
| assure you, |'m sick.

NURSE
(readi ng the
t her nonet er)
You do have a fever but not as nuch
as is stipulated in the regul ations.
|"mnot allowed to give you a
st at enent .

Her shl goes down into the mne to work. His fever forces him
to return to the nurse. This tinme she gives himthe note
excusi ng himfrom wor k.

The mal aria continues to plague Hershl and several days after
his return to work, the doctor prescribes a change of
assignment so that he could avoid standing in water.

I NT. M NE SHAFT - DAY

He's given a task working in a dry area. Instead of being a
kanagan, he becones a plitovoy. Hershl stands on a | arge

iron plate where the | oaded coal cars are |owered by a pulley.
Hershl unties the grabs fromthe cables and turns the cars
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around on the plate so that they're in position to enter the
tracks.

I NT. M NE SHAFT - AFTERNOON

Hershl's jacket is chock-full of biting lice and nits that
he cannot get rid of. As he waits on the plate for the cars
to be | oaded and lowered to him he takes off his jacket and
del ouses it in order to alleviate the itching. Wen he
receives the signal that the cars are ready, he puts his

j acket back on.

| NT. POLYCLINI C - DAY
The chi ef PHYSI Cl AN determ nes that Hanele is pregnant.

HANEL E
(in tears)
| lost ny babies twice. | can't have

it happen agai n.

HERSHL
She shoul dn't have to continue to
carry the coal and heavy pails of
water at work. It's too dangerous
for her in her condition.

PHYSI CI AN
(l'istening
conpassi onat el y)
|"mwiting up a demand for your
rel ease from worKk.

HANELE/ HERSHL ( SI MULT.)
Thank you, Doctor, thank you so nuch.

I NT. DI RECTOR S OFFI CE - DAY

Hershl and Hanele bring the statenent to the director, he
reads it.

DI RECTOR
(angrily tears it
into bits)
| know Soviet |aw better than the
doctor. I"'mnot letting you go before

your ninth nonth.

Hershl and Hanele are in shock as they | eave the director's
of fice.

HANEL E
What do we do? | can't go through
t hi s agai n!
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HERSHL
| don't care what he says; you'l
not go back to work and jeopardi ze
t he pregnancy.

| NT. THEI R APT. - SEVERAL DAYS LATER - PAST M DNI GHT
There's a knocking at the door. Two NKVD AGENTS are let in.

NKVD AGENT
(addr essi ng Hanel e)
Your passport and food ration card.

She hands them over. They pocket the papers.

NKVD AGENT ( CONT' D)
You are to appear early tonorrow
nor ni ng at NKVD headquarters for
your docunents.

| NT. NKVD HEADQUARTERS - EARLY MORNI NG
Hanel e arrives at NKVD headquarters.

NKVD AGENT
Pl ease be seated. Here's the thing:
You nust return to work a full eight
nmonths, as is stipulated in the |aw.
If not, you'll have to go hungry. On
no condition will you be rel eased at
this tine.

HANEL E
You're telling ne torisk the life
of ny child. I won't do it.

NKVD AGENT
Wel |l then, you' ve no one to bl ane
but yourself when you starve to death

Hanel e doesn't go back to worKk.
| NT. COAL M NE MESS HALL - DAY

When Hershl goes to work, he carries a small kettle with him
whi ch he leaves in the nmess hall, near the m neshaft. On the
way hone, he brings sone shtshi and takes it back to Hanel e.
They survive the first eight nonths of the pregnancy, on
shtshi and ei ght hundred grans of bread.

EXT. ROAD TO THE HOSPI TAL - M DN GHT

Hanel e begins to have | abor pains. They dress quickly and
begin a slow wal k to the hospital, some four kiloneters away.
The journey drags on for nore than three hours. The | abor
pains make it difficult for Hanele to wal k. They're forced
to stop every ten or fifteen m nutes.
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I NT. HOSPI TAL - EARLY MORNI NG

Dawn begins to break when they arrive at the hospital. Hanele
is admtted i medi ately and one hour | ater she gives birth
toalittle boy. The child' s also infected with mal ari a.

| NT. APARTMENT - DAY

Hershl takes sone boards and nails and nmakes a box. He places
hay in the box, covers it with a diaper, and places it on

the table as a bed for their newborn child. Wen Hanele tries
to nurse the child, the high fever acconpanying her nmalaria
spoils her mlk. The baby screanms with hunger and they're
unabl e to help in any way.

I NT. WORKSTATION IN COAL M NE - MORNI NG

Wiile sitting on the plate waiting for a | oaded car to be

| oner ed, Hershl dozes off. He dreanms he's standing in a yard
in Warsaw and a horse is kicking wildly as he runs strai ght
towards him The horse rears up on its hind | egs, and begins
to wave its forel egs above his head. He awakens from his
terrifying nap and finds hinself in a cold sweat.

In the next instant, he sees the grab of a car pull away
fromthe cable, and the car hurtle down the tracks straight
t owards where he stands. The car |lands on the plate, at ful
speed, and pins Hershl against the wall.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - DAY

Her shl regai ns consci ousness. He has an excruciating pain in
his back. Hs eyes bul ge outward, engorged with blood. He
groans and yells in pain. He dozes off and is besieged by
nebul ous, pain filled nightmares. At the end of three nonths,
t he doctor discharges himdespite the fact that he's stil

in great pain.

| NT. MESS HALL - NOON
It's announced over the |oudspeaker that the war had cone to

an end. Men toss their caps in the air and shout hurrahs.
Al the sirens are sounded. The mners streamout of their

shafts. Trucks fill up with people who drive around town
filling the streets wth the sound of patriotic comruni st
songs.

HERSHL (V. Q)
In the mdst of jubilation, doubts
began to creep into ny heart. Now
that the bl oody war was over woul d
t he Sovi et governnent free us and
allow us to return home?

| NT. M NE SHAFT - DAY
A YOUNG FELLOW appears in the shaft.
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YOUNG FELLOW
A Polish del egation has arrived here
in Kzil-Kiya to register former Polish
citizens for repatriation.

HERSHL
Come on now, you've just cooked that
up didn't you?

YOUNG FELLOW
No, it's true, | swear. | spoke with
t hem personally. Find out for
your sel ves.

Hershl's very skeptical as he and several refugees set out
for the indicated address. Wen they arrive at their
destination, hundreds of Polish citizens are queued up to
regi ster. Their nanes are recorded and placed on an "option"
list, which is being prepared

I NT. OFFI CE OF THE POLI SH DELEGATI ON - ONE YEAR LATER

Her shl and Hanel e receive a summons to appear at the Polish
del egation office. After the Russians interview those
assenbl ed, they're given authorization to depart for Pol and.
They all hug and ki ss each other and weep and rejoice. The
Kyrgyz and Russi an PASSERSBY stop and stare.

PASSERBY
What's goi ng on?

HERSHL
The day we yearned for and dreaned
of for so long, has finally arrived.

EXT. TRUCK DEPOT - DAY

Her shl and Hanel e and child stand outside with their |uggage
and wait for a truck that picks themup. Wen it's packed
full of other refugees, it brings themto the railroad
station.

EXT. TRAIN - DAY

Forty people and their bundles are cramed into each car.

The train drags on slowy. The convoy stops several hours at
the larger stations. Hershl and Hanele run over to each train
to inquire about Bella and Hayim from whomthey hadn't heard
for seven years.

I NT. TRAI'N - DAY

HANEL E
|s there a couple by the names of
Bella and Hayimon this train?

PASSENGERS
Yes, in the rear of this conpartnent.
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Hanel e and Hershl rush to the back and see Hayi m and Bel |l a
with a newborn infant scarcely two weeks old in their armns.
They ki ss and hug, happy to have found one anot her.

HANEL E
Oh ny God your baby is precious. W
too have a baby. He's two years ol d.

The cl oser they cone to the European border the colder it
gets. It's particularly hard on Bella's infant. One freezing
cold night, the infant suddenly falls silent. Everyone thinks
it fell asleep exhausted by its night |ong ordeal. \Wen the
train stops the next norning, Hayi m appears.

HAYI M
Qur son died |last night.

HANELE/ HERSHL ( SI MULT.)
What ? How? Why?

HAYI M
| think it was the col d.

ENG NEER
Your child nust be buried at once.

EXT. QUTSI DE THE TRAI N - DAY

They walk a few neters fromthe train and dig a little grave.
They wap the baby in its swaddling clothes and bury it.
Dozens of refugees gather about the grave. Hayi m says Kaddi sh
for his son and there's sadness in everyone's eyes as they
return to the train.

I NT. TRAI'N - DAY

Hershl and Hanele's two year old son's nmalaria attacks cone

regularly. As they approach a station and the light fromthe
el ectric lanps flood the car, they cast huge noving shadows

on the walls. He screans terribly. The fever persists |onger
than ever before. They find a DOCTOR anong the refugees.

DOCTOR
The fever isn't due to nmalaria but
to measles. | haven't any nedicine

and can't give himanything that
m ght help. But keep the child warm

| NT. TRAIN ARRI VES - POLI SH BORDER THREE WEEKS LATER - DAY
SOVI ET PCLICE are the first to enter the train.

SOVI ET POLI CE
Submit your Russian passports.
(they're imredi ately
confi scat ed)
Do you have noney to decl are?
( MORE)
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SOVI ET POLI CE ( CONT' D)
You won't need Russi an rubl es any
nore. Open your packages, pl ease.

They i nspect the bundles, and take whatever takes their fancy.
The train then proceeds slowy for a short distance and stops
agai n. The POLI SH BORDER PATROL cones on board.

POLI SH BORDER AGENTS
Do you have anything to declare?

HERSHL
We have not hing. The Russi ans asked
bef ore you did.

They grin and descend fromthe train. The train now travels
at high speed and sonme of the returnees are so pleased, they
start singing patriotic songs. A sudden racket of machine
gun fire and a hail of bullets terrify the REFUGEES.

REFUGEE 1
That's the anti-Semtic Polish
organi zation calling itself A K
Arm ya Krayowa, the nationalist arny
that's supposedly fighting the
Soviets. Since their arns are too
short to strike effectively, they've
turned to the task of annihilating
any Jews that escaped the claws of
t he Nazis.

REFUGEE 2
The AK nurderers are naking it a
practice to rout Jews fromthe trains,
take them out into the woods and
shoot them

HERSHL (V. Q)
On our return to Pol and, we were
rem nded of a fact we chose not to
remenber during our sojourn in Russia
that Polish anti-semtism always was
and continues to be the nost virul ent
in the world.

EXT. TRAIN STATION - POLAND - DAY
As they step down fromthe train, a nunber of PCLES gat her

around and stare at them Sonme can't refrain fromcalling
out .

POLEL
Wul d you | ook at that! So many Jews
still left over?

POLE2

And to think, people say Hitler killed
themall...
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HERSHL (V. Q)
We paid themno mnd. They m ght as
wel | have been just so many bar ki ng
dogs.

Hanel e takes their child in her arnms and hurries away to
seek out a nedical center where he m ght be hel ped. Hayi m
Bel l a, and Hershl gather up their bundles and go to inquire
after | odging.

MONTAGE - THE AK GANGS RAMPAGE THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY
UNCHECKED

1) Jews are pulled off the trains at station stops, dragged
into the woods and shot .

2) Lawl ess nobs of Polish anti-Sem tes harass defensel ess
Jews.

3) They attack Jews who conme to the nmarket place to sel
what little they still have to stay alive.

4) They beat them and rob them

5) Dead Red Arny soldiers are found |ying anong the bonbed
out ruins or a Jew is found-done away with as he conmes hone
fromwork at night.

6) Gangs break into Jewi sh hones to rob and plunder their
property at gunpoint.

| NT. WARSAW - APARTMENT OF ABANDONED BUI LDI NG - NI GHT

HERSHL (V. Q)
We kept the lights off at night to
prevent anyone noticing our apartnment
was occupi ed.

Al'l night long, shots are heard in the street. Rumragi ng in
the attic, anong old pieces of netal |left behind by the
Germans, Hershl finds a bayonet. He keeps the bayonet at
hand for defense should anyone break in.

| NT. APT. EVEN NG

HAYI M
| think there's a way we can get to
the German border and safety. | know

where the snuggl ers cross the border.
What we do is steal into their truck
| f the snmuggl ers catch us and demand
paynent, we say we don't have any
nmoney, but they'll have to take us
for fear we'll cause a disturbance
and attract the police.
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HERSHL
Your plan doesn't appeal to ne. Under
no circunstances would we bring our
child al ong on such a hazardous
venture. \What makes you think the
snmuggl ers can't overpower us? The
result could be fatal

HAYI M
Bella and I will risk it. Anything
to get out of this hell-hole.

Hayi m and Bella pack a snmall valise, with a few things, and
| eave Hershl, Hanele and their child behind. Several days
|ater, a letter arrives inform ng themthat they escaped to
Germany, in the American Zone.

| NT. APARTMENT - EVEN NG

Her shl cones hone in the evening, |ocks the entrance to the
enpty building, goes up to the third floor, walks into the
apartnent, and fastens the |ock on the door. After their
evening neal, they go to bed early so that they need not
turn on the lights.

| NT. APARTMENT - N GHT

They hear a | oud commotion in the yard. They hold their
breaths and strain all their senses to try to discover what's
goi ng on. They hear several nen tal king to one anot her.
Sonmewhat | ater, they hear knocking at the downstairs door.
Several THUGS begin to kick at the door and yell, as though
possessed.

THUGL
You better open up or it'll go badly
with you.

THUR

(roaring, interspersed

Wi th curses)
Open up! We know there are Jews here!
| f you don't open up, we'll break
down t he door and none of you will
get out alive!

Hanel e and Hershl stay very still and, with baited breath,
listen to the racing of their hearts.
HERSHL
(whi speri ng)
I f we get through this night safely,
we'll not spend another day in this

damed country.

Hershl gets out of bed and creeps to the wi ndow to | ook down
into the yard. He sees three thugs hard at work, with iron
bars in their hands, trying to raise the downstairs door off
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its hinges. He goes to the door and puts his ear to it to
try to hear whether anyone's com ng upstairs.

He stands at the side of the door with bayonet in hand, ready
for any eventuality. Suddenly, the sound of several revolver
shots reaches their ears. The door bursts open and a thug
enters the room gun in hand, ained directly at Hanel e and

t he baby.

Hershl brings the bayonet straight down on the thug' s hand.
Bl ood spurts fromhis hand as he drops his gun. He grabs his
i njured hand and turns around as his conrade is about to
enter the room

Her shl sw ngs the bayonet at the second thug who, shocked at
the turn of events, turns to run after the first thug, as
Hershl cuts a gash in his leg. They all try to hightail it
out of the building as Hershl picks up the gun.

THUG 3
(as he's runni ng away)
You just wait, we'll be back for
you!
Al is quiet. Hershl and Hanele wait a few m nutes, after

whi ch, Hershl goes to the wi ndow once nore to see what's
going on. There's no one to be seen in the yard. They go
back to bed but can't close their eyes. Hershl rises at the
first grey of dawmn. He hurries over to the Jewi sh Conmittee.

HERSHL
Lock the door behind nme and don't
open it to anyone until | return and

you hear ny voice. Here's the gun.
If all else fails, don't hesitate to
use it.

Hanel e flinches at the thought.
| NT. OFFI CE OF THE JEW SH COW TTEE

HERSHL
| wish to see the secretary, please.

He's ushered in. Hershl tells the commttee of the night of
terror his famly just experienced.

HERSHL ( CONT' D)
We cannot risk staying here any
| onger. You nust do sonet hi ng.

Silence reigns. The secretary exchanges silent glances with
the two other people sitting at the table. Suddenly, one of
them an ELDERLY GENTLEMAN, inquires:

ELDERLY GENTLEMAN
What's your name?
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HERSHL
Her shl Al t man.

ELDERLY GENTLEMAN
M ght your father's nane be Shol em
Al t man

HERSHL
(1 ooking at himin astoni shnent, his
eyes searching his face).
Yes, how do you know?

A smle appears on his face. He seens pleased to have to
of fer an explanation to the other two.

ELDERLY GENTLEMAN
H's father, Sholem Altnman, is a highly
regarded | eader in the Poal e Zion
nmovenent. Many | ong years ago,
worked with himin Warsaw, where we
organi zed the very first |abor unions.

(addr essi ng Hershl)

| assure you, we'll do everything
possible to keep you fromliving
t hrough anot her ni ght as you descri be.
Pl ease remai n seat ed.

The ol der man | eaves the room and cones back ten m nutes
later with a YOUNG MAN. The young man is an agent of the
secretive Briha. The young man wites down the address of a
ki bbutz on a small piece of paper.

YOUNG MAN
Go straight hone, pack everything,
and go to that kibbutz with your
wife and child. Fromthere you'll be
t aken across the border, along with
a nunber of others.

I NT. KIBBUTZ - TWO HOURS LATER

Ki bbut zni ks are sitting on their |luggage on the floor waiting
to depart for the border. They are given instructions on how
to conduct thenselves in order to cross the border safely.

YOUNG MAN

Get rid of any Polish docunents,
addr esses, or photographs that
identify you as Jews, or citizens of
Pol and. Forget your real nanmes. Make
up a German nane, and an address you
supposedly lived in before the war,
and commt each of those to nenory.

(wi thout a pause,

addr essi ng Hershl)
What's your name?
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HERSHL
Hans.

YOUNG MAN
And where do you live?

HERSHL
| n Hanmbur g, Koeni gstrasse, nunber
t went y-t wo.

YOUNG MAN
Good! Renenber you're Gernmans who' ve
run away to Stettin to escape the
bonmbar dnent and that you're com ng

nach heimat, back honme. We'll take
you to the transit canmp where Pol es
will register you and put you aboard

trains. During registration nmake
your answers brief. If they talk to
you in Polish, nake |like you don't
under stand. We've bribed them But
just to be sure, follow our

i nstructions exactly.

I NT. TRANSI T STATION - EARLY MORNI NG

Several POLI SH OFFI ClI ALS are seated at the registration

tabl es. When Hershl and Hanele's turn arrives, they ask them
guestions in Polish. Hershl pushes Hanel e and the baby ahead
of himand answers for the three of them

HERSHL
Das i st neine frau, und nei ne knabe.
That's ny wife and child.

POLI SH OFFI Cl AL
Nanen? Nanes?

HERSHL
Hans Altnman, neine frau, H|lda und
Karl .

POLI SH OFFI Cl AL
Addr ess?

HERSHL
Frankfurt, Koenigstrasse 22.

The official's face breaks into a smle. He turns to Hersh
and speaks to himin Polish:

PCLI SH OFFI Cl AL
We know you' re not Gernans.

Her shl shakes his head and waves his hands around. He gri naces
to show that he doesn't understand a word he said. Hersh
steps aside and the next person steps up to be registered.
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They board the train which transports themto the English
sector in Hanover, GCernmany.

EXT. STREETCAR - DAY

Hershl's riding on a streetcar that is so jamed with
passengers that there's no roominside and he remai ns standing
outside on the platform A young man catches his eye. The
YOUNG MAN notices Hershl observing him He smles broadly

and i nquires:

YOUNG MAN
Yehudi ?

HERSHL
Ya. Yes.

They start a conversation as they ride al ong.

HERSHL ( CONT' D)
|"mhere inthe city with ny wife
and child, just returned from Russi a,
and we're having difficulty making a
life for ourselves. | heard the Briha
was transferring Jew sh refugees to
t he American sector but, so far,
| " ve been unable to find anyone who
knows how to get in touch with them

The young man interrupts Hershl with a smle

YOUNG MAN
You' ve found the right address.

He takes a notebook from an inside coat pocket, wites
sonething on a page with a pen, and hands Hershl the piece
of paper.

YOUNG MAN ( CONT' D)
Come to this address with your wife
and child. Fromthere you'll be taken
to the Anerican Zone.

EXT. STREET | N HANOVER - EARLY MORNI NG

Hershl and Hanele, child in hand, board a streetcar. They
arrive at a secluded one-story building that has a kitchen
on the street entrance |evel.

Food is being cooked in great pots and served to refugees in
an adjacent large hall furnished with a |ong table and very
| ong benches.

A mlitary truck drives into the yard. The refugees are
cranmed in wth their baggage. The open side of the truck is
covered with a tarpaulin, and they drive off.
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EXT. MLITARY TRUCK - DAWN

The sun is fully raised; the air within the truck becones
extrenely warm and unconfortabl e. Hanel e knocks on the
DRIVER S partition

HANELE
Can you pl ease open the tarpaulin
and | et sone fresh air in? The heat's
unbear abl e.

The driver stops the truck and renoves the cover. Several
hours later, the truck stops again.

DRI VER
| have to replace the tarpaulin.
W' re approachi ng the American zone
You nust remain silent. No tal king,
coughi ng or sneezing. Insofar as the
border patrol is concerned, |I'm
transporting goods, not people. Once
we're in the American Zone, |'1|
remove the tarpaulin and, then, "1l
| eave it off.

After a while, the truck stops again. Everyone holds their
breath. They hear English being spoken, in |oud tones,
al ongside the truck. Then the driver turns on the ignition.

The truck starts up and travels a short distance, then stops
once nore. The tarpaulin opens and the driver sticks his
head i nsi de.

DRI VER ( CONT' D)
We're in the Anerican zone.

He renoves the tarpaulin and drives on.
EXT. A TRANSI T CAMP I N THE AMERI CAN SECTOR - NI GHT

The truck cones to a halt. The refugees are led into one of
several barracks. Everyone's appropriated a bed and they
toss their things on it.

Cal drons of steam ng hot soup are brought i
is served a bowl ful, along with several |it
crackers. Wary, they lay down with their c
Wrn down by the journey they fall asleep.

n, and everyone
tl e packages of
| othes still on.

| NT. BARRACKS - LATER THAT NI GHT

A blinding light floods the barracks and awakens Hershl. He
sits up in his bed and | ooks about to see what is happening.
A hal f-dozen Anerican soldiers conme in with |arge cartons,
whi ch they set down on a long, large table in the m ddl e of
t he room
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Taki ng bl ankets fromthe cartons they place one on each bed.

| f the occupant is asleep, the soldier carefully covers him
so as not to awaken him They leave |ittle packages of cookies
and candy on the children's cots. They quietly slip out of

the barracks and turn off the |light as they depart.

HERSHL (V. Q)
| remained sitting in utter surprise.
| was nearly noved to tears at the
sight of the heartfelt, humane
attitude that these considerate
Ameri can sol di ers displ ayed towards
the unfortunate and weary Jew sh
wanderers. | thought of the anti-
Semtic Polish hooligans in contrast
with these nmerciful young Anericans.
There are still some good people in
the world, after all.

INT. S.S. AMERI CA, NEW YORK HARBOR - MARCH 9, 1951

Hanel e cones down fromthe deck of the ship to their
conpart ment.

HANEL E
(excitedly)
Hurry, come upstairs.

CUT TGO

EXT. NEW YORK HARBOR - DAY

It's a magni ficently beautiful, sunny spring day. The ship
sails calmy and slowy on mirror-snooth waters. Visible in
the distance is the Statue of Liberty, torch reaching for
the blue skies. Soon wide strips of |and appear, upon which
hundreds of autonobiles glide by at great speed.

Hershl and Hanele, with son in tow, run to the upper deck.
They ki ss and hug and can't contain their joy at the sights
present before their eyes.

FADE OQUT
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