(Nane of Project)

by
(Nanme of First Witer)

(Based on, If Any)

Revi si ons by
(Nanes of Subsequent Witers,
in Order of Work Perfornmed)

Current Revisions by
(Current Witer, date)

Nane (of conpany, if applicable)
Addr ess
Phone Nunber



FADE I N

INT. FAM LY ROOM - LATE AT N GHT

NICK SINCLAIR mid 40's is a general practitioner who
specializes in famly nedicine. He is a very active man with
an athletic build. He sitsinadimy lit famly roomstaring
at hone videos. They show his wife and three kids having a
yard sale. As the videos play a voice is heard.

WOMAN (O S.)
Last time we spoke | believe we
wer e tal ki ng about -

DEB (O.S.)
My ki ds.

WOVAN (O S.)
How woul d you descri be your
relati onship with thenf?

DEB (O 9)
Strong, fulfilling. Loving and
nurturing.

Ni ck continues watching. The video shows the nother and
daughter turning the hose on the two boys and having a water
fight.

WOMAN (O S.)
Do you worry about how they' Il be
when you' re gone?

DEB (O S.)
At tines -

WOVAN (O S.)
Do they have a good relationship
with their father?

Ni ck continues watching the video of Deb playing with the
ki ds.

DEB (O.S.)

Definitely, he loves his kids. They
know t he sacrifices he's made.

Ni ck continues watching the videos.

WOVAN (O S.)
Does he attend their events?



DEB (O S.)
When tine permits. He's a doctor.

Ni ck reaches for the renote and hits the eject button. The
VCR opens. Nick stands and renoves the tape. He opens the
cabi net and pulls out another video. He puts it in the VCR
He sits back in the chair and hits pl ay.

WOMAN (O S.)
Are you scared of dying?

The vi deo shows Nick and Deb's weddi ng.

DEB (O S.)
Not anynore -

Nick sits forward, his eyes are teary.

WOMAN (O S.)
Is Nick afraid of you dying?

DEB (O S.)
He' d never admt to being afraid of
anyt hing. Personal issues aren’t
really his thing.

WOMAN (O S.)
That's odd com ng froma doctor

DEB (O S.)
He' s al ways counted on ne to dea
with everything. He
cares...sonetines he just doesn't
know how to express it.

WOMAN (O S.)
How does he cope?

DEB (O S.)
Through nme...we tal k about the
future. 1 need to know he can get

t hrough this w thout ne.

The video continues to play. N ck intensely watches the
vi deo. He wipes his eyes with his sleeve.

I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

DEB SI NCLAIR age 44 is lying in a hospital bed. Her
appearance is deathlike and skeletal. She is hooked up to
nonitors and an intravenous tube. A mddle aged wonan sits
besi de her bed.



GRI EF COUNSELLOR
You're kids are very lucky to have
you as their nother.

DEB

(teary)
Thanks. It's just hard sone

days...l’msure you deal wth
patients going through this all the
tinme.

The Gief Counsellor stands and puts her hand in Deb's.

CGRI EF COUNSELLOR
You' ve done what you can.

The Gief Counsellor wal ks towards the door.

CGRI EF COUNSELLOR
(turns to Deb)
"1l be back in a couple of days to
see how you' re doi ng.

The Gief Counsellor |eaves. Deb reaches for a tissue that is
on the table beside the bed. A photo albumsits on the table.

I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - THE NEXT DAY

Many floral arrangenments decorate the room A nurse enters
wi t h anot her.

NURSE 1
Do you have room for one nore?

Deb nods yes. The nurse places the flowers on the w ndow
| edge. Deb struggles to nove the photo al bumfromthe bedside
tabl e.

NURSE 1
Here, let nme do that for you

The nurse takes the photo al bumoff the table and carefully
gives it to Deb. On the table is a pad of paper, a pen and a
gl ass of water. Doctor Wallace enters.

NURSE 1
H Doctor \Wall ace -

DOCTOR WALLACE
Can we have a few nonents al one.



NURSE 1
Sure, |I'll be back in a while.

The nurse | eaves. Doctor Wall ace takes out the chart that is
at the end of the bed and starts to read. He pulls a chair
over to the bed and sits.

DEB
I know what you're going to say -

DOCTOR WALLACE
At this point we've done what we
can. It's still spreading and the
treatment isn't hel ping -

Deb visibly distraught tries to sit up.

DEB
(shaky voi ce)
What now?

Deb tries to regain her conposure.

DOCTOR WALLACE
W' || keep you as confortable as
possi bl e -

Deb starts coughing. The doctor reaches for her glass of
wat er .

DOCTOR WALLACE
I need to know what neasures you
want taken.

Deb sips her water.

DEB
(adanmant)
| don't want to be put on life
support or resuscitated -

DOCTOR WALLACE
Have you di scussed this with N ck?

DEB

(teary)
He knows what | want.

The doctor takes out a pen and wites DNR on the chart. He
stands and puts the chart back.

DOCTOR WALLACE
Do you need anyt hi ng?



DEB
(strained)
Just rest.

The doctor |eaves. Deb starts to cry.
I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - EVEN NG

ERI C SI NCLAIR age 21, ol dest son of N ck and Deb enters.

True to his nature he wal ks tall and proud with his shoul ders
back. He approaches the bed and gently puts his hand on Deb's
shoul der .

ERI C
Mom mom . .

Deb sl oWy opens her eyes and smles.

DEB
H honey, how was school ?

Eric takes the pitcher that is on the night stand and pours
Deb sone water

ERI C
(hesi tant)
I'"ve decided to take a couple
senesters off...it's just too nuch
ri ght now
DEB

But you're doing so well
Eric wal ks over to the wi ndow and stares outside.

ERI C
What good is being a doctor if you
can't help the people you | ove?

Deb tries to sit up in bed. She reaches for her glass of
water that is on the table and takes a sinp.

DEB
You can't lunp everything into one
experi ence.

Deb starts coughing. Eric takes the glass out of her hand and
hel ps her |ie back.

ERI C
It's ny decision. Wat difference
does it nmake, you won't even be
here to see.



Eric's eyes start to fill with tears. Nick enters. He carries
a picture frame in his hand.
NI CK
What ' s goi ng on?
ERI C
Not hing. | gotta go, I'll be back
| ater.
DEB
Eric...

Eric wipes his eyes and Deb watches himl eave.
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

NI CK
He seens upset.

The gl ass that Deb holds is shaking. N ck takes the glass out
of her hand and places it on the table beside her.

DEB
He wants to quit school

Ni ck wal ks over to the wi ndow | edge.

NI CK
(distracted)
More fl owers?

Ni ck opens the curtains and then closes them He continues
| ooki ng at the fl owers.

DEB
(i nsistent)
Did you hear what | just said?

Ni ck places the picture of the three kids on the table that
i s beside the bed.

NI CK
He's probably just having a bad
day.

Deb starts to nove unconfortably in her bed.

DEB
(agitated)
You have to talk to him you're
about to be all he's got.



NI CK
Deb don't talk |ike that -

DEB
It's true.

Deb starts to cough and the heart nonitor starts to beep.
Ni ck wal ks over to the bed. He | ooks at the nonitor and hol ds
Deb' s hand.

NI CK
(unconfortabl e)
Cal m down. . .you need to get sone
rest.

Ni ck | ooks at his watch.

NI CK
I"ve got to get back to the office,
"Il see you |ater

Ni ck | eans over and gives Deb a kiss on the forehead. He
turns to | eave as Deb watches hi mwal k away.

I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - A FEW HOURS LATER - NI GHT

The ni ght nurse changes Deb's intravenous tube. Deb is fitful
whil e the nurse checks her tenperature. She takes a cool
cloth and wi pes Deb's forehead. Another nurse enters and
speaks to the nurse that is at Deb's bedside. The second
nurse | eaves the room and cones back with two portable fans.
They are placed at the foot of the bed. Deb starts to drift
off. The first nurse pulls up a chair and remains with her

t hr ough the night.

INT. NICK'S DOCTOR S OFFI CE - THE NEXT DAY

Nick is in his examning roomtalking to a woman and her son
who is sitting on the examning table. A small desk shows a
picture of the Sinclair famly in healthier tines.

NI CK
(to the nother)
"Il give you a prescription for
his sore throat.

Ni ck gets his prescription pad and wites.

NI CK
(handi ng the paper to the
not her)
( MORE)



NI CK(cont ' d)
He needs to take these three tines
a day for seven days and he'll be

as good as new.
The woman stands and the boy gets off the table.

WOVAN
(to the son)
Meet me at the car, 1'Il be right
t here.

The son | eaves.

NI CK
(to the wonan)
Was there sonething el se?

WOVAN
How s Deb doi ng?

NI CK
(uneasy)
She' s doi ng okay. ..

WOVAN
(to Nick)
If you need anything...help with
the kids -

NI CK
(abrupt)
We'll be fine.

WOVAN
(unconf ort abl e)
She’s in our thoughts.

The wonan | eaves. Nick sits at the desk and stares at the
picture of his famly.

I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - MORNI NG - A FEW DAYS LATER

HELEN JACOBSON, Deb's best friend enters and is stunned by
her obvi ous deterioration. She wears a pink "breast cancer”
ri bbon pinned on her jacket.

HELEN
(sits at the bedside)
The nurse said you had a tough
ni ght.



DEB
(speaks quietly)
Just really tired.

Hel en sits in the chair beside the bed. She reaches for Deb's
hand and squeezes it.

HELEN
I wish there was sonething | could
do.

DEB
I know.

HELEN
Everyone at the school's thinking
about you.

Deb reaches for Helen's arm

DEB
I need you to help the kids through
this.
HELEN
What about Nick, what's he saying?
DEB
| think he's too afraid to face the
facts.
HELEN

He's stronger than you think
Hel en reaches for a tissue and wi pes her eyes dry.

DEB
Do you ever think about all the
stuff we've gone through?

Hel en reaches for the photo albumthat is on the table and
starts flipping through the pages. She stops at a picture of
the two of them canping.

HELEN
Oh ny god, what year was this taken
in?

Hel en shows the picture to Deb

DEB
It was before Eric was born
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HELEN
VWhat were we thinkin those hairdo’ s
were awf ul .

She turns another page and shows Deb a picture of the two of
themin a canoe.

HELEN
(pointing to the picture)
Who's big idea was this? Renenber
how afraid | was of tipping-

DEB
You conpl ai ned about it the whole
tinme.

Hel en turns nore pages. She stops at a picture of the two of
themice skating.

HELEN
You never did master skating.

Hel en shows the picture to Deb

DEB
Even | couldn't be a pro at
everyt hi ng.

Deb quietly laughs. Helen's eyes well up with tears.

HELEN
Life use to be so sinple.

Hel en reaches for a tissue and dries her eyes. She closes the
al bum and places it back on the bedside table.

DEB
I've | earned that the things we
take for granted we shouldn't.

HELEN
(choki ng back tears)
The best nenories | have include

you.
DEB

Everything seens |ike such a life

time ago. | feel like I've been

cramm ng twenty years of parenting
into ny |ast few days.
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HELEN
You have good kids, they're strong,
just like their nother.

Deb struggles to sit up.

DEB
| need you to be strong for ny
famly.

HELEN

You know | will.

Hel en reaches for Deb's hand and squeezes it. She sits
quietly and watches Deb drift off. She stands and gives Deb a
kiss on the forehead. Deb faintly smles. In the hallway

Hel en stops and | eans against the wall and | ets her enotions
t ake over.

I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - A FEW HOURS LATER

Deb sits in bed witing a letter. As she wites she quietly
reflects and wi pes her tears away. She slowy reaches for
her glass of water and takes a sip. Deb turns the page and
continues to wite. Wen finished she folds the letter, puts
it in an envelope. On the bed sit two other letters. Each
letter has the name of her child on it. Deb starts to flip

t hrough the photo al bum

SERI ES OF SHOTS

Picture of Eric pretending to hit the ball in his little
| eague basebal | uniform

Picture of Beth dressed up as nmommy.

Picture of Daniel standing in a |ake waving while wearing
wat er w ngs.

Picture of Deb and her children dressed up for Hall oween.
Eric is a doctor, Beth is a ballerina and Daniel is a cowboy.

END SERI ES OF SHOTS

Deb gathers the letters and flips to a picture of her famly
and starts to cry. She inserts the letters into the al bum
She | ays back and clutches the al bumclose to her chest. She
cl oses her eyes as tears roll down her face.
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I NT. NURSES STATI ON - EARLY EVEN NG

Two nurses sit at a desk doi ng paper work. A | oud BEEPI NG
noi se is heard. They turn to the panel and see that room 239
is lit up. The nurses run into the ROOM occupi ed by Deb
Sinclair. One nurse attends to Deb while the other |ooks at
her chart. In bold letters DNR (do not resuscitate) appears
at the bottom of the chart. Doctor \Wallace enters.

DOCTOR WALLACE
(1 ooking at his watch)
Time of death...7:32pm

The doctor takes the chart fromthe end of the bed and starts
witing. The nurses start to unhook Deb's tubes. The doctor

| eaves. Eric enters and clears his throat to indicate his
presence.

NURSE 1
(turns to Eric)
I'mso sorry.

The nurse | ooks at himand gives hima hug.
ERI C
(shaken)
Can | have a few m nutes?

NURSE 1
"1l call your father.

The nurses | eave. Eric noves closer to the bed. He picks up
his nothers hand. Eric sits in the chair beside the bed and
starts to cry uncontrollably.

I NT. NURSES STATI ON - NEXT DAY

Ni ck wal ks up to the nurses station.

NURSE 1
I"'msorry to hear about Deb. She'l
be m ssed.
NI CK
(stoic)
Thanks, 1'm here for her things.

The nurse stands and goes to the shel ves behind her. She
reaches for the box that's labelled "Deb Sinclair" and hands
it to Nick.
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NI CK
| appreciate everything you did for
her .

Ni ck wal ks down the hallway toward the parking garage.

EXT. PARKI NG GARAGE - CONTI NUQUS

Nick still carrying the box wal ks over to his car and funbles
for the keys. He opens the trunk and awkwardly pl aces the box
i nside. The box tips over and the photo albumfalls out.

Ni ck straightens the box. He SLAMS the trunk.

I NT. SINCLAIR HOUSE - A FEW DAYS LATER

Dani el age 16 is dressed in his suit. He is wal king down the
stairs towards the front door. The doorbell RINGS.

DANI EL
I'"ve got it dad!

Dani el opens the door and a m ddl e aged couple holding a
casserole smle

WOVAN 1
Don't you | ook handsone.

The couple wal k into the hallway.

WOVAN 1
I's there soneplace | can put this?

DANI EL
(pointing down the hall)
The kitchen is just down the hall
I think Helen's in there.

The wonman wal ks towards the kitchen.
DANI EL
Everyone else is in the living
room

A man wal ks towards the living room Eric wal ks up behind
Dani el .

ERI C
How ya doi ng?
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DANI EL
Do people think that just cause
nom s dead we won't cook anynore?

Eric puts his hand on Daniel's shoul der.

ERI C
I don't know, | guess its people's
way of hel pin out.

As Daniel sits on the stairs, Eric walks into the LIVING
ROOM The living roomis adorned with contenporary art

pi eces. The piano that sits in the corner has many famly
phot ographs on top. A blue sofa and | ove seat are situated
across fromthe piano. Fromthe living roomyou can see a
dining area that is nade up of antique pieces. A shiny silver
tea service sits on the table. There are groups of people

st andi ng around tal ki ng.

MAN 1
(hol ding a cup)
The school won't be the sane...her
students are going to m ss her.

WOVAN 1
The whol e community is going to
m ss her.

MAN 2

She al ways seened to have tinme for
everyone and everyt hi ng.

VWOVAN 1
She took a lot of pride in helping
out where ever she coul d.

Eri c wal ks over.

ERI C
(to everyone)
Thanks for com ng, Mom woul d be
happy that so many peopl e have
st opped by.

WOVAN 1
How are you doi ng?

ERI C
(anxi ous)
W're all doing fine...|l'm headed
to the kitchen is there anything |
can get anyone?
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WOMVAN 1
Ah...no | think we're okay, thanks
for offering.

Eric | eaves. Nick wal ks down the stairs and stops at Daniel.

NI CK
(distracted)
Come on Daniel stand up...you're
gonna get your pants dirty. You
shoul d be tal king to our guests.

DANI EL
| don't wanna talk to anybody. Wy
do peopl e keep shaking my hand? I
don't care who they are.

NI CK

(agitated)
Maybe you shoul d care! Your nother
neant a lot to these people...it's

nice that they canme to pay their
respects. For Christ sakes just do
what | ask.

DANI EL
Fi ne!

Dani el stands up and wal ks into the LI VING ROOM N ck shakes
hi s head and foll ows.

MAN 1
(to N ck)
| just talked to Eric, how are the
ki ds copi ng?

NI CK
(clipped tone)
It's been hard on all of us.

MAN 1
They' re lucky to have you.

NI CK
(clipped tone)
We're lucky to have each other.
Thanks for stopping by.

Ni ck wal ks away.
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I NT. THE KI TCHEN - CONTI NUQUS

Hel en is making coffee while Beth age 18 is preparing
sandwi ches. There are plates of dainties and casserol es on
t he counter.

HELEN
(turns to Beth)
It al ways anmazes ne how many peopl e
bring food.

BETH
Thanks for hel ping us through this.
I know Dad appreciates it. You
being here is like having a little
pi ece of momstill around.

HELEN
(teary)
I'"d do anything for you guys. |
hope you know t hat your nom was
really proud of all of you

Beth turns away with tears in her eyes.

HELEN
She got confort in know ng how
close you all are. You rem nd ne so
much of her.

Hel en wal ks over and gently rubs Beth's back. She picks up
t he sandwi ch tray and | eaves. Beth goes to the phone and
starts to dial.

BETH
(in a quiet voice)
H, its ne. | can't be here
anynore. Cone get ne. I'Il wait for

you at the end of the street.

Beth | eaves the kitchen and wal ks towards the FRONT HALLWAY.
She opens the hall closet and takes out her coat. N ck
appears behi nd her.

NI CK
Were are you goi ng?
BETH
(startl ed)
| need sone fresh air, |'mgoing

for a wal k.
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NI CK
Wl |, don't be gone too | ong.

Beth goes over to Nick and kisses himon the cheek. She

| eaves. QUTSI DE she wal ks down the street and stops at the
famliar car parked on the corner. She gets into the
passenger side and | eans over and ki sses the older man on the
lips. The car drives away.

I NT. THE BEDROOM - A FEW WEEKS LATER - DAY

Ni ck is packing up Deb's personal itenms. The blinds are open
and the sun is reflecting off of the fam |y pictures that are
on the dresser. A gold | ocket hangs fromthe mrror. The
closet is open and there are enpty boxes on the floor. Two
boxes are taped up and | abelled "Good WII". Nick is folding
clothes. Daniel enters.

DANI EL
What are you doing with nonis
t hi ngs?

Ni ck stops folding and wal ks over to Daniel.

NI CK
It's time son. There's no point
putting this off any |onger.

DANI EL
(1 oud)
Is getting rid of nomthat easy?
Just pack up her things - pretend
she never existed?

NI CK
(frustrated)
Keepi ng her things around so you
can | ook at them everyday won't
bring her back!

Daniel's face turns red. He turns and runs down the stairs.

NI CK
(yell'ing)
Daniel wait...let nme explain.

The front door SLAMS.

NI CK
(to himnself)
Good goi ng Ni ck!



18.

He goes to the dresser and opens up the top drawer. He throws
the clothing onto the bed. He picks up a box, turns and hits
t he dresser which knocks over a picture.

NI CK
Fuck!

Ni ck puts the box down and picks up the photo. The photo is
of the entire famly. The glass is shattered. Nick violently
throws the picture towards the wall. As he turns the sun
reflects off the gold | ocket that's hanging on the dresser
mrror. He takes the locket in his hand and opens it. Inside
is a picture of Nick and Deb on their wedding day. Nick sits
on the bed and stares at the picture inside the | ocket.

NI CK
(over whel med)
They think I have all the answers.
They're | ooking for you, not ne!

Ni ck stands, closes the | ocket and places it back on the
dresser mrror.

I NT. THE BASEMENT - A FEW DAYS LATER

Nick is in the basenent stacking boxes of Deb's personal
items. The | ast box has the photo al buminside. He gl ances at
the contents of the box. He renoves the photo al bum There
is a loud KNOCK on the front door. He places the photo al bum
inside the box and puts the Iid on. Nick wal ks up the stairs,
turns off the light and cl oses the door. He wal ks through the
FRONT HALLWAY and opens the door.

NI CK
I wasn't expecting you?

HELEN
| keep calling but -

NI CK
I know...it"'s been pretty hectic.
Haven't had tinme to call you back

HELEN
| just thought | would stop by and
see how everyone's doi ng?

NI CK
You don't have to check up on us.

HELEN
| do it because | care.
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Ni ck | ooks at his watch.

NI CK
(abrupt)
I"mreally busy and | don't have
time right now to stand around
t al ki ng.

HELEN
Can you give ne a call when you get
sone tinme?

NI CK
Yeah sure...not a problem

Ni ck cl oses the door in Helen's face.

I NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE - MORNING - ONE MONTH LATER

A receptionist sits at a desk thunbing through a date book

On the wall behind her are two franmed degrees that read "N ck
Sinclair - General Practitioner”. Several patients wait in
the office. Nick wal ks a patient out to the front desk.

NI CK
(to the secretary)
We'll need to see Ms. Walters in
two weeks.

The receptioni st books the appoi ntnent and hands Ms. Walters
a card. The receptionist stands and goes to Nick's office and
KNOCKS on the door.

NICK (O S.)
Cone in.

The door opens and the receptionist enters.

RECEPTI ONI ST
You' re booki ng too many peopl e.
Some days you're tripled booked.

NI CK
I f people need help...l am not
going to turn them away.

RECEPTI ONI ST
How do the kids feel about you
spendi ng so nuch tinme here lately.

Ni ck stands and wal ks over to the receptionist.
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NI CK
They all do their own things now.

The receptionist rolls her eyes at N ck and goes back to her
wor k.
I NT. THE SI NCLAIR KI TCHEN - A FEW MONTHS LATER

Ni ck, Eric, Beth and Daniel sit around the kitchen table
eating supper. Beth kicks Eric under the table.

ERI C
Bet h!
Beth stares at FEric.
BETH
(quietly)

Say it.
Ni ck pushes away his plate.

NI CK
What’ s goi ng on?

Al three kids | ook at each ot her.

ERI C
Ya know Dad...we’ ve been thinking -

NI CK
About what...just spit it out.

ERI C
W t hought you could take a few
weeks of next nmonth -

DANI EL
Ya and go to the | ake just |like we
use to -

BETH

It would be really nice for us al
to get away.

ERI C
So we figured that the | ake seened
i ke the obvious choice. W can
fish, swimgo boating. What do ya
t hi nk?

Ni ck shifts unconfortably in his seat.
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NI CK
I would love to take sone tine off
guys...you know how busy |’ ve been.
The timng s not right.

Dani el stands.
DANI EL
(1 ooks at Eric and Beth)
Tol d ya.

Dani el wal ks away.

I NT. THE SI NCLAI R LI VING ROOM - A FEW DAYS LATER - AFTERNOON

Beth enters carrying a suitcase. She sets it down. N ck sits
on the couch readi ng the newspaper.

NI CK
Where are you goi ng?

BETH
I need to talk to you

Ni ck puts the newspaper down. Beth folds her arns and starts
to tal k.

BETH
This won't take | ong.
NI CK
Vell. ..
BETH

I just thought you should know t hat
| am goi ng away for the weekend.

NI CK
Your going with...
BETH
(defiant)
My boyfriend.
NI CK
I don't think that's a good i dea.
BETH
(haughty)

"' mnot | ooking for your
per m ssi on.
( MORE)
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BETH( cont ' d)
| just thought you m ght wonder
where | was but then you' d have to
be hone to notice that |I'm gone.

NI CK
That's not fair...

BETH
A lot of things aren't.

Beth | eaves. Nick stares at her retreating back in
wonder nent .

I NT. THE SI NCLAI R HALLWAY - SI X MONTHS LATER - EVEN NG

Ni ck takes off his winter coat and drapes it over the railing
of the stairs. He walks to the KITCHEN, goes to the
refrigerator and opens the door. He stares at a near enpty
refrigerator

NI CK
(1 oudly)
Bet h!

Ni ck closes the refrigerator door

NI CK
(to hinself)
When did she stop picking up the
groceries?

Ni ck wal ks out of the KITCHEN and goes to the HALLWAY. He
stands at the foot of the stairs.

NI CK
(1 ooking up the stairs)
Hel | o...anyone hone? Daniel ?

There is a post-it nmeno on the hallway mrror indicating
Dani el 's soccer ganme is at 7:00. Nick |ooks at his watch, the
time is 8:25. The phone RI NGS

ANSWERI NG MACHI NE
At the tone pl ease | eave a
nessage. . . BEEP

HELEN (O S.)
H Nck it's Hel en.

Ni ck wal ks into the KITCHEN. He goes to the phone and listens
to the nessage that is being left.
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HELEN (Q. S.)
I was wondering if you m ght be
free for coffee sonetine this week?

Ni ck turns the answering machine off in the mddle of Helen's
recordi ng.

NI CK
Doesn't she have her own famly to
bot her ?

Nick sits at the table.

I NT. POLI CE | NTERROGATI ON ROOM - THE NEXT DAY

Daniel sits at a table with two police officers across from
him He is wearing an orange prison uniform

POLI CE OFFICER 1
You seemto have a knack of getting
yoursel f into trouble.

POLI CE OFFI CER 2
It's a pretty big rap sheet that
you have. Let's see, disturbing the
peace, drunk in a public place,
m schi ef, and now break and enter.
This doesn't | ook good.

DANI EL
Don't | get to nake a phone call?

PCOLI CE COFFI CER 2
Yeah sure.

Dani el wal ks over to the pay phone and inserts a quarter. He
starts to dial.

RECEPTIONI ST (O S.)
Hello, Dr. Sinclair's office.

DANI EL
Can | talk to Ni ck.

RECEPTI ONI ST (Q. S.)
Dr. Sinclair is busy with a patient
at the nonment. Can | ask whose
calling and 1'Il get himto return
your call as soon as he's free.
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DANI EL
Do you know how | ong he's going to
be.

The police officer gestures to Daniel to wap up the call.

RECEPTI ONI ST (O. S.)
He's got patients all afternoon. He
may not be able to call you back
until tonight or early tonorrow

DANI EL
As usual he's too busy.

RECEPTIONI ST (O S.)
Excuse nme?

DANI EL
Never m nd.

RECEPTIONI ST (O S.)
Did you want to | eave your name and
nunber ?

DANI EL
No that's fine.

Dani el hangs up the phone. He is visibly shaken.

POLI CE OFFI CER 1
So is soneone conmin to bail you
out ?

DANI EL
@uess not. What now?

PCLI CE OFFI CER 1

You'll see a judge in the norning
and he'l|l decide what happens to
you.

Police Oficer 1 SLAPS the handcuffs on Daniel. They | eave
and wal k down a long dimMy it HALLWAY towards the hol ding
cell. The cell door is unlocked and Daniel enters.

POLI CE OFFICER 1
This is where you'll stay for the
ni ght.

He turns around while the Police Oficer takes the handcuffs
of f.
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DANI EL
Do | get to eat sonethin?

PCLI CE OFFI CER 1

There' Il be nothin til the norning
NOW.
The Police Oficer locks the cell. Daniel |lays on the bottom

bunk and closes his eyes. A Police Oficer's voice is heard
over the intercom

POLI CE OFFI CER (O. S.)
Li ghts out.

Al'l cells go black

EXT. THE SI NCLAI R HOUSE - A FEW DAYS LATER

Hel en KNOCKS on the door. She continues KNOCKING After a few
m nutes she turns and starts wal king towards her car. The
door opens. Helen turns towards the door and sees N ck. She
wal ks towards him

HELEN
I didn't think anyone was hone.

NI CK
What's up Hel en?

HELEN
I"ve been trying for nonths to get
a hold of you, don't you return
your calls.

NI CK
' ve been busy.

HELEN
Can | cone in?

NI CK
It's not a good tine -

HELEN
It's never a good tine.

NI CK
VWhat is this the third degree?

HELEN
| don't know what |'ve done to
deserve this?

( MORE)



HELEN( cont ' d)

I"ve tried calling...you don't
answer...what's the probl enf

Ni ck crosses his arns.

NI CK
(frustrated)
You're the problem Can't you just
| eave ne alone. | just don't need
constant rem nders of how good life
once was.

HELEN
(stunned)
God Nick, not everything is about
you.

Nick rolls his eyes.

HELEN
(stunned)
I just thought | could help.

NI CK
Can you hel p Daniel not constantly
get hinmself into trouble with the
| aw? Can you help Eric nmake a
deci si on about his future?

Hel en shifts unconfortably.

NI CK
Beth is dating sone guy that she
refuses to let me neet. Can you
help with that?

HELEN

(pointing her finger)
I won't be a witness to the
Sinclair's falling apart. Do you
ever stop to think about what your
ki ds are going through? Did you
ever think about taking tinme off
wor k?

NI CK
Everyone thinks that's the
solution. Stop working...who
provides for the kids then? | just
want to be left alone...no
rem nders.

Hel en shakes her head in disbelief and wal ks away. N ck
cl oses the door.
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I NT. SINCLAIR HOUSE - TWO YEARS LATER

Nick is upstairs in the HALLWAY. Al bedroom doors remain

cl osed. Nick opens the door and enters DAN EL’ S BEDROOM The
wal | s are decorated with posters of the New York Yankees and
M chael Jordan. Numerous soccer trophies sit on the dresser.
Ni ck wal ks over to the dresser and picks up a trophy.

NI CK
(readi ng the trophy)
Most val uabl e pl ayer 1996.

He sets the trophy down and picks up anot her.

NI CK
(readi ng the trophy)
Most goal s scored 1997. God that
kid had potential .

He puts the trophy on the dresser and | eaves. He wal ks down
the hall and opens the door to ERIC S BEDROOM On the wal |
hangs a hi gh school diploma. The bookcase is full of nedical
t ext books and hi gh school year books. N ck picks up a year
book and sits on the bed. He turns to Eric’s graduation

pi cture. The caption underneath reads “nost likely to
succeed”.

NI CK
He shoul d have been a doctor by
NOW.

Ni ck touches the picture and cl oses the book. He stands and
puts it away. Nick | eaves. He wal ks down the hall toward’ s
BETH'S BEDROOM Ni ck opens the door and enters. On the walls
are pictures of Marky Mark, WII Smith and Janet Jackson.
There is a glass cabinet that contains porcelain dolls. N ck
opens the cabinet and takes out one of the dolls. He stares
at the doll and puts it back. He | ooks around the room He
sits on the bed and puts his face in his hands and SIGHS. He
stands and | eaves. N ck wal ks down the HALLWAY and goes
downstairs.

I NT. SINCLAIR LI'VING ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Ni ck wal ks over to the piano and | ooks at the famly
pictures. He picks up a picture that has Deb and all three
kids init. He goes to the couch and sits.

NI CK
(staring at the picture)
Thi ngs have changed.



Ni ck places the picture on the coffee table.

I NT. A COURT ROOM - MORNI NG

28.

Dani el age 18 is dressed in an orange prison uniform He sits
with his hands cuffed at a table at the front of the room

Beside himis a court appointed | awer.
sit at the other table.

JUDCE
You may all be seated.

The judge | ooks over Daniel's file.

The | awyer

The | awyer

JUDGE
You' ve been pretty busy in the | ast
few years. You have acquired quite
a large record of m sdenmeanors. Do
you have anything to say?

nudges Dani el who stands.
DANI EL
No your honour.
stands. Daniel sits down.
LAWYER
In ny clients defense your honour -
JUDGE
What defence can you nmake for your
client? AIl |1 see is an 18 year old

t hat doesn't know how to stay out
of trouble. M. Sinclair please
st and.

Dani el st ands.

The judge indicates that court

awnay.

JUDCGE
| am sentencing you to sixty nonths
in a mninmmsecurity prison. After
this sentence is served you will be
required to neet with a probation
of ficer twice a week.

i s adj ourned. Dani el

The police officers
The JUDGE enters and everyone stands.

is |ed
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I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - MORNI NG

BETH SINCLAIR age 20 is lying in a hospital bed hol ding a new
born baby girl. JOHN KEWMP, a tall m ddl e aged nan stands at
the foot of the bed. Beside her is an enpty baby bassinet
decorated in pink. A social worker enters and wal ks over to
Bet h and hands her sone papers and a pen. Beth | ooks at them
and tears start stream ng down her face.

JOHN
puts his arm around Bet h)
You'll see that this is for the

best .

Beth and John sign the papers. Beth hands the baby to the
soci al worker. The soci al worker |eaves.

JOHN
Beth -

BETH
(crying)
Don't talk to ne! You told ne that
everyt hing woul d work out fine.
You i ed!

JOHN
I thought | could go through with
| eaving Cindy but | can’'t deal with
letting ny kids down.

BETH
You' re a hypocrite! What about the
child you just gave away? Don’t you
care about her?

John stands and wal ks over to the w ndow.

JOHN
I never neant to hurt you -

Bet h st ands.

BETH
For two years you cheated on your
wife. What was |... the solution to
your md-life crisis. It never
seened to bother you until | told
you | was pregnant.
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JOHN
Everything just got too
conplicated. The baby is better off
with a famly that will |ove her
uncondi tional ly.

Bet h wal ks over to John.

BETH
(pointing to John)
I woul d have | oved her
uncondi tional ly! Somehow you got to
deci de what woul d be best. Get the
hell out of ny sight! Go back to
your real famly

John tries to console Beth. She pulls away. He | eaves and
Beth sits on the bed crying. A nurse enters.

NURSE
(conpassi onat e)
G ving a baby up for adoption is a
big step, you ve nmade the right
choi ce.

BETH
(sad)
| hope so.

Beth puts her head in her hands and continues crying.

I NT. PROBATI ON OFFI CE WAI TI NG AREA - MORNI NG - FI VE YEARS
LATER

Dani el age 23 sits in the waiting area. There is a scar that
runs along the right side of his face. The office door opens
and MRS. CURRI E, the probation officer enmerges. She is a

m ddl e aged woman with a thick Scottish accent.

MRS. CURRI E
Daniel Sinclair, I'"'mready for you.

Dani el stands and wal ks into the OFFICE. Inside Daniel sits
slunped in a chair.

MRS. CURRI E
Sit up please. You are back in
soci ety now so act like it.

Dani el sits up.



MRS. CURRI E
Now | et’s see.

Ms. Currie exam nes Daniel’s file.

MRS. CURRI E
So you’' ve served five years in a
m ni nrum security prison. Right?

DANI EL
(clears his throat)
Right. Do you know what time it is?

Ms. Currie points to the clock on the wall that
the time being 10: 00.

Dani el

MRS. CURRI E

Tell ne what

you learned while in

prison. Did you get your high
school equival ency di pl oma?

DANI EL

No. | pretty

much did what | coul d

to keep nmy ass...l nmean | kept out

of trouble.

MRS. CURRI E

The terns of

your rel ease are based

on checking in to this office tw ce
a week. You're going to find
yoursel f sone enploynment in this

town. Right?

DANI EL

| guess so.

MRS. CURRI E
| see in your file that you are
estranged fromyour father. Wy is

t hat ?

DANI EL
Quess we just don't see things the
same way anynore

MRS. CURRI E

VWhere was he
the | aw?

starts to shift

when you were breaking

unconfortably in his seat.
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i ndi cat es



Dani el

Dani el

M s.

DANI EL
| really don’t want to tal k about
this. He's a self centered asshol e
who doesn’t care about anyone ot her
t han hi nsel f.

MRS. CURRI E
There’s nothing in here about your
not her. How s that relationship?

DANI EL
VWhat difference does it nake?

MRS. CURRI E
| amtrying to get to know you and
I need to assess what it is you
will need. Please just answer the
guestions. Your nother?

| ooks away.

MRS. CURRI E
M. Sinclair, I'’mwaiting.

| ooks directly at Ms. Currie.

DANI EL
Fi ne. She’s dead. She di ed about
seven years ago.

MRS. CURRI E
Did you start getting in trouble
with the | aw after she died?

Currie begins to wite in Daniel’s file.

DANI EL
| guess.

MRS. CURRI E
Brot hers, sisters?

DANI EL
Ya | got both. They' re both ol der
t han ne.

MRS. CURRI E
Do you have any contact with thenf

DANI EL
I"ve talked to Eric once since |
got out.
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MRS. CURRI E
M. Sinclair obviously you ve gone
through a lot. That is still no

excuse for the poor choices you ve
made. You’' ve been given a second
chance, use it w sely.

Dani el stands and | eaves.

I NT. THE H GH SCHOCL - AFTERNOON - FlI VE YEARS LATER

Hel en is wal ki ng down the corridor. A banner hangs fromthe
ceiling that reads Wl cone to Jefferson High. The walls are
adorned with pictures of classes fromearlier years. Helen
stops at a picture from1998, it was the |ast year Deb
taught. She continues down the hall towards the BOARDROOM

Hel en enters and sits with the others already gathered around
t he table.

PRI NCI PAL
Hel en we’ ve been di scussi ng whomto
nane the new library after. W’ ve
narrowed it down to three peopl e,
Mayor Turnbull, Dr. Rogers, and Deb
Sinclair.

HELEN
(surprised)
| didn't realize that Deb was being
consi der ed.

VI CE PRI NCI PAL
She really enbodi ed what this
school and conmmunity stands for.

PRI NCI PAL
How do you think the Sinclair’s
woul d feel about this?

HELEN
I"’msure they would feel that this
is a wonderful way to honour her
nmenory.

PRI NCI PAL
Everyone agree?

Everyone seated at the table nods their head yes.
PRI NCI PAL

It’s unani nous! Let’s nove on to
t he next topic.
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The neeting conti nues.

INT. ERIC S APARTMENT - EVEN NG

Eric age 28 wal ks into the apartnent. He picks up the mail
that is sitting on the table.

ERI C
(1 ooking at a bill)
No nmoney for that one.

Eric throws it on the table.

ERI C
(1 ooking at a bill)
No nmoney for that one either.

Eric throws it on the table. He opens up an envel ope and
takes out the notice that has been stanped “past due”.

ERI C
Just what | needed today!

He throws the mail back on the table. Fromthe bedroom
energes a petite dark haired wonan. SARA COLBORNE age 26
wal ks to the table and picks up the opened bill.

SARA
What’'s this? | thought you paid it
| ast week?

ERI C
I guess they didn't get mnmy paynent.
Il ook into it.

SARA
Cone on Eric -

ERI C
Listen, I've had a shitty day...
got fired for no reason -

Sara wal ks to the couch and sits.

SARA
You | ost another job?

ERI C
Ya but -

Sara st ands.
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SARA
Save it Eric! | can’'t continue
bei ng the only person whose
concerned about our life. God, why
can’t it be like it was in Africa?

Sara goes to the book case and holds up a picture that shows
Eric and Sara in red cross unifornms. Eric has a stethoscope
around his neck. They are surrounded by many children. Sara
stands and wal ks over to Eric.

SARA
I"ve tried to support you. |’ve
tried to understand why you go from
job to job, but it’s a pattern
that’ s never going to change.

Eric stares bl ankly.

SARA
Get off your ass and do sonet hing
about it. Better yet, go back to
med school

ERI C
If you re not happy being with ne
nobody’ s makin ya stay!

SARA
You're not the man | thought you
wer e.

ERI C
"1l get us sonme cash. I’'Il call ny
father -

SARA

You’ ve barely spoken to himin five
years and now you think he’s going
to help you? You live in a dream
worl d Eric.

Sara grabs her purse and jacket and | eaves. Eric picks up the
phone and di al s.

NICK (O S.)
Hel | o.

ERI C
Hey dad, its ne. I umlost ny job
today and I was wondering if |
could borrow sone cash? I’'l| pay
you back shortly -
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NICK (O S.)
You | ost another job? How nmany is
this now?

ERI C
Gve ne a break dad, it wasn't even
ny fault -

NICK (O S.)

If you d stayed in ned school you
woul dn’t be in this situation.

ERI C
(mad)
| shoul d’ve known better than to
call you.

Eric SLAMS the phone down. He sits on the couch.

I NT. HELEN S KI TCHEN - A WEEK LATER

Helen is sitting around the kitchen table eating supper with
her children, SHAWN age 22 and LEAH age 24.

HELEN
Quess what the school’s decided to
do?

SHAVWN
(1 ooking up fromhis
pl at e)
What ?

LEAH
Is this about the library?

Shawn grabs a dinner roll.

HELEN
Yeah, they decided to dedicate it
in Deb’s name.

LEAH
Real | y? It makes sense.

SHAVWN
What did Doc Sinclair have to say?

Shawn conti nues to shovel food into his nouth.
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HELEN
I"’mnot sure if he knows. |’ m not
sure if it’s up to nme to tell him

LEAH
Wul dn’t the school just call him-

HELEN
You' d think but I didn't want to
| et on as though we haven't kept in
t ouch.

SHAWN
(sarcastic)
Wn’'t he be surprised when he finds

out .
LEAH
Shawn. . .
SHAVN
Al I"msayin is that he nade it

clear a long tinme ago that he
didn’t want anything to do with
anyone.

Al'l three continue eating.

I NT. THE PRI NCl PAL’ S OFFI CE - A FEW WEEKS LATER
Helen sits in a chair across fromthe Principal

PRI NCI PAL
The reason |’ ve asked you here is
because we need sone personal
menentoes of Deb’s life. Surely
Ni ck must have sonething he can
| end us.

Hel en shifts unconfortably in her chair. She has a strained
smle.

HELEN
I"m sure he does.

Hel en | ooks away.

PRI NCI PAL
(conf used)
Do you think you could ask himfor
sone?
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HELEN
Way don’t | supply you wi th what
you need.

PRI NCI PAL

| just assuned with your famly
connections to the Sinclair’s -

Hel en st ands.

HELEN
He’s very busy with his patients, |
don’t want to bother him

Hel en starts wal ki ng backwards towards the door.

PRI NCI PAL
Was he happy to hear about the
dedi cation and will the kids be
com ng?

HELEN
(anxi ous)
Very happy, he was thrilled...and
t he kids...should be here from what
I know.

PRI NCI PAL
If you need any help w th anything
just let me know.

HELEN
1”1l be in touch.

Hel en | eaves. She pauses outside the door.
HELEN
Yeah, you can help ne alright - how
bout getting Nick to speak to ne?

Hel en wal ks down the corri dor.

I NT. A DELI - DAY

Ni ck stands at the counter waiting for his sandw ch. There
are booths filled with patrons. A man approaches N ck.

VAN
Hey Ni ck, haven’t seen you in a
whi | e.
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NI CK
Been pretty busy.

VAN
So are the kids comng for the
dedi cation?

Ni ck has a stunned | ook on his face.

NI CK
(of f guard)
Huh?

MAN
The dedication...you know for the
new | i brary at Jefferson

Ni ck’s face turns red and he shifts unconfortably.

NI CK
If they can get the tinme off work.

The deli clerk hands N ck his sandw ch.

MAN
I can’t imagine anyone telling them
that they can’t attend their own
not her’ s dedi cati on.

NI CK
(enmbarrassed and angry)
Right...right.

Ni ck | ooks at his watch.

NI CK
Gonna be late, see ya later

Ni ck | eaves.

INT. NICK'S COFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS
Nick sits at his desk. The sandwi ch sits on the desk

NI CK
(on the phone)
| don’t want to be interrupted.

Ni ck hangs up the phone. He picks up a phone book and starts
| ooki ng for Jefferson Hi gh. N ck picks up the phone and
dials.
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WOMAN (O S.)
Jefferson H gh how may | direct
your call.

NI CK

(di sgui ses his voice)
I’m | ooking for information on the
upcom ng |ibrary dedication

WOMAN (O S.)
What woul d you |ike to know?
NI CK
Who’s in charge? Wen's it
happeni ng?
WOMAN (O S.)

It’s taking place on Septenber
20t h. Principal Canon and Ms.
Jacobson are in charge of the
event.

NI CK
kay, thanks.

Ni ck hangs up the phone.

I NT. HELEN S COVPUTER ROOM - A FEW DAYS LATER

Hel en sits at her conputer. Pictures of her children hang on
the wall in front of her. On a table beside the conputer desk
sits two city phone books.

SHAWN (O S.)
Mom when’s supper?
HELEN
Fi nd sonet hi ng yourself, I’ m busy.
SHAWN (O S.)
Doi ng what ?
HELEN
If you want to talk to ne, cone
her e.
Shawn enters.
SHAVWN

What do ya got all the phone books
out for?
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HELEN
["’mtrying to find one of the
Sinclair kids. Any idea what
happened to thenf?

SHAWN
The last thing | heard about Dani el
was that he got arrested.

Hel en turns her head i n anazenent.

HELEN
I didn’t know about that. Wy
didn't you tell ne?

SHAVWN
VWhat difference would it have nmde,
it only woul d’ ve upset you

HELEN
What about Beth or Eric?
SHAVWN
I think Beth m ght have noved to
the city. 1’mgonna order pizza for
supper ?
Shawn | eaves.
HELEN
(1 oudly)
Just renenber that | hate green

peppers.

Hel en finds a people |ocator web site. She types in the nane
Beth Sinclair.

I NT. HELEN S KI TCHEN - A FEW HOURS LATER

Hel en sits at the table talking on the phone. A note pad is
besi de her.

OLDER WOMAN (O . S.)
Hel | 0?

HELEN
H, is Beth there?

OLDER WOMAN (O . S.)
No, sorry you nust have the wong
nunber .
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HELEN
Sorry to have bothered you.

Hel en hangs up the phone and scratches a nunber off of the
note pad. The phone RI NGS.

HELEN
Hel | o.

NICK (O S.)
Helen it’s N ck.

HELEN
Oh...hi -

NICK (O S.)

Do you mnd telling ne why | would
have to hear about the library
dedi cation froma virtual stranger?

HELEN
Um ..

NICK (O S.)
She was ny wife. Don’t you think
the | east you could do was tell ne?
I have a right to know about these
t hi ngs -

HELEN
Li sten hear! The last time we spoke
you made it perfectly clear that
you wanted nothing to do with ne.
No rem nders! Don’t you dare after
all this tinme turn this around on
nme.

Hel en hangs up the phone.

EXT. OUTSI DE AN APARTMENT - AFTERNOON

A bus pulls up to the curb and Beth age 25 energes. The area
is older and run down. She wal ks towards an old brick
apartnment building and goes inside. The sun is setting.

I NT. AN APARTMENT - CONTI NUOUS

Beth enters, renobves her coat and puts her book bag down. The
apartnment is small and very sparse. Their are no personal
touches except for a clock in the kitchen which shows the
time being 6:00 pm
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Beth sits and takes her books out of the bag. She starts
flipping through the pages of her Early Chil dhood Devel opnent
text. Beth | ooks at the clock which shows the tinme being 8:00
pm She stands and puts her coat on. As she is |leaving the
phone RI NGS.

BETH
| don’t have tine for this.

Beth’ s answering machine turns on as she shuts the door.

BETH
(answeri ng machi ne)
H, 1’"mnot at hone. Leave a

nmessage and you’ re nunber and |
will call you back

The answering machi ne BEEPS.

HELEN (O S.)
Hi, nmy nane is Hel en Jacobson and
I’m | ooking for a Beth Sinclair.
I"’mnot sure if | have the right
nunber but if you re nother was Deb
Sinclair please call ne at 406-234-
8686.

The answering nmachine |ight starts blinking.

I NT. BETH S APARTMENT - THE NEXT DAY

Bet h picks up the phone and puts it back several times. She
takes a deep breath, picks up the phone and dials the nunber
on the piece of paper.

HELEN (Q. S.)
Hel | 0?
BETH
Can | speak to Hel en Jacobson
pl ease?
HELEN (Q. S.)
Speaki ng.

Beth fiddles with the phone cord.

BETH
(hesi tant)
This is Beth Sinclair.
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HELEN (Q. S.)
(excited)
Oh ny god, | finally found you.
How ve you been?

BETH
(startl ed)
Wiy did you call ne?

HELEN (Q. S.)
Renmenber the library at the school ?
They’ ve built a new one and deci ded
to dedicate it in your noms
menory. They want your famly to
partici pate.

Beth sits in the chair that is beside the phone.

BETH

. (angry) _
Did dad put you up to this?

HELEN (Q. S.)
No! It’s really inportant that you
and your brothers cone and
represent your nother -

BETH
I"’mreally not interested -

HELEN (Q. S.)
(frustrated)
Put your personal feelings aside.
It’s Septenber 20th. | think you
owe it to her to get a hold of the
boys and show up at the dedication.

BETH
" m not maki ng any prom ses.

HELEN (Q. S.)
All | can ask is that you try.

Bet h hangs up the phone.

INT. ERIC S BACHELOR SUI TE - A FEW HOURS LATER

The suite is dimy lit. In the corner is a unmade bed. Dirty
di shes fill the sink. Eric age 28 is sitting on the couch
drinking coffee while circling help wanted ads. The phone

RI NGS.
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ERI C
(puts his coffee down)
Hel | 0?
BETH (O.S.)

H Eric, it’s Beth.

ERI C
VWhat are you callin for? Wien was
the last tine | talked to you?

BETH
Let’s not get into that. Listen, I
got a phone call yesterday from
Hel en Jacobson, renenber her?

ERI C
VWhat the hell did she want?

BETH (O.S.)
Listen to this...she wants us to go
to some stupid |ibrary dedication
in mom s honour.

Eric stands and starts to pace back and forth in his Iiving
room

ERI C
(hesitant)
Wiy woul dn’t we go? It’s about nom

BETH (O.S.)
Just like that. Don’t you renenber
what dad was |i ke after nom di ed?

Eric stops pacing. He stares at a famly photo that is on a
bookst and.

ERI C
~(angry) -
This has nothing to with him
Hel en’s right, we should go for
nomnl

BETH (O.S.)
What are the chances of finding
Dani el ? Can you even get the tine
of f work?

Eric sits on the couch and picks up the Hel p Wanted secti on.



46.

ERI C
Don't worry I'mpretty sure | know
where Daniel is. Wirk won’t be a
problem 1’1 give you a call in a
coupl e of days.

Eric puts the phone down and paces around the apartnents.

INT. ERIC S CAR - THE NEXT DAY

Eric drives down the highway. A sign indicates an exit 1 mle
ahead. Eric takes the exit. The area is dingy and run down.
Enpty stores are situated on both sides of the street. Eric
stops the car when he sees Fields Boardi ng House. He parks
and wal ks towards the FRONT DOOR of the building. He KNOCKS
on the door. The door opens and a fat sweaty nman appears.

ERI C
I’mlooking for Daniel Sinclair, is
he here?

SWEATY STEVE FI ELDS
That kid s been gone for a nonth.

ERI C
Any idea where | can find hinf

SWEATY STEVE FI ELDS
That god dammed kid' s always in
trouble. Try | ooking on Queen
Street. That’s where his type go.

Sweaty Steve closes the door. Eric turns around and starts
wal ki ng down the street. There are honel ess people on the
street. A group of local teens are hanging out by the
conveni ence store. He approaches the teens.

ERI C
Any of you guys know Dani el
Sinclair.
Eric takes a picture of his famly out of his wallet.

ERI C
(points at Daniel)
Does he | ook famliar?

TEEN 1
|’”ve never seen him -

Eric shows the picture to the other teens.
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TEEN 2
(to the other teen)
Isn’t that the kid we saw at the
soup kitchen?

Eric hands the picture to the first teen.

TEEN 1
Oh yeah. ..l think I saw himat the
shelter. It’s just around the

corner.
Eric takes the picture back.

ERI C
Thanks nan.

Eric continues down the street and as he approaches the
shel ter he recogni zes Dani el standing outside.

ERI C
Little brother, its been a |ong
tinme.

Daniel is in dirty clothes. H's hair is unkept and oily.
There is a scar that runs down the right side of his face.

DANI EL
What brings you to ny world?
ERI C
How bout we go for a coffee and
"1l explain.
DANI EL
Not really interested.
ERI C
It’s really inportant.
DANI EL
Fine. | don’t wanna be all day cuz

| got things to do.

Eric and Daniel wal k down the street and enter a COFFEE SHOP
Both sit at a table. A waitress cones by with a coffee pot
and fills their cups.

ERI C
What the hell happened to your
face?



DANI EL
Il ran into a knife when | was in

jail. Sonme guy had a problemwth
somethin | said. I showed him
ERI C

It’s a pretty big scar.
Eric takes a sip of his coffee.

DANI EL
Wy are ya here?

ERI C
There’s a library dedication back
honme in nom s honour and they want
me, you and Beth to be there.

DANI EL
You' ' re joking right? What the hel
would I want to go back there for?
What’s in this for ne?

Dani el stuffs sugar packets into his pocket.

ERI C
Even t hough shits happened we
should still do this for nmom Wy

don’t ya cone and stay with ne
until we have to go, get cleaned

up.

DANI EL
When is this supposed to happen?

Dani el opens a creaner and tosses it back.

ERI C
(di sgust)
Three weeks, Septenber 20t h.

DANI EL
I"mnot comin to stay with you for
t hree weeks.

ERI C
Can | count on you to cone?

DANI EL
Yeah | guess so. W’ re driving
right?



49.

ERI C
Yeah we can take ny car.
DANI EL
| don't really have the cash to get
to the city.
ERI C
That’s cool, we'll pick you up.
DANI EL

| guess | can neet ya outside of
Fi el ds on the 14th.

ERI C
Sounds good.

They continue drinking coffee and tal ki ng.

I NT. BETH S APARTMENT - A FEW DAYS LATER

Beth stands at her kitchen sink washing dishes. She is
dressed in her grocery store uniform The phone RINGS. She
dries her hands on a towel and answers the phone.

BETH
Hel | 0?
ERIC (O S.)
H Beth. | tracked Daniel down. He
says he’ Il cone, what about you?
BETH
You're really gonna go?
ERIC (O S.)
I’mdoing it for nom If you don't
wanna conme that’'s fine, 1’ mjust

tellin ya that we’ re going.

BETH
I don’t know so nuch crap has
happened since nomdied -

ERIC (O S.)
Can’t we just cone together for
nom It’s only for a few days.

Beth sits at the kitchen table and | ooks out the w ndow.
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BETH
Where are we gonna stay? | don’t
want to stay w th dad.

ERIC (O S.)
Fine, we can stay in a notel, it’s
not a big deal. If we |eave on the
14th we’ || get there in |lots of

time. W can take ny car.

BETH
have to think about it,

still
Il call ya in few days.

I
I )
Bet h hangs up the phone. She | ooks at her watch. She takes

her coat off the chair and puts it on. She grabs her purse
and | eaves.

I NT. LOCAL GROCERY STORE - A FEW HOURS LATER

Bet h stands at her checkout | ane and puts through her |ast
custonmer. She puts a closed sign on her |ane. She takes her
cash tray into the BACK OFFICE. MR CLEMONS a m ddl e aged
bal di ng man sits behind a desk counting noney. Beth puts her
tray on his desk.

MR. CLEMONS
(1 ooks up)
Thanks Bet h.

Beth continues to stand at his desk.

MR, CLEMONS
Sonet hi ng on your m nd?

Beth sits in the chair beside the desk.

BETH
I’ msure you can’t acconmodate this
request and I will conpletely
under st and -

MR CLEMONS
Just tell nme what you need.
BETH
(speaks qui ckly)
kay its like this...l need tine

of f because a library is being
dedi cated in ny nother’s nmenory in
nmy home town. | know that this is
really bad timng -
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MR CLEMONS
When do you need to go?

BETH
I"’msure it’s not even possible to
go but | need from Septenber 14th
to the 22th off.

MR CLEMONS
It sounds like a pretty inportant
event, of course you can go.

Bet h st ands.

BETH
(surprised)
Real |y, are ya sure. Thanks M.
Cl enons.

Beth | eaves the office.

I NT. HELEN S KI TCHEN - A FEW DAYS LATER

Hel en enters. Her arnms are full of grocery bags. She puts the
bags on the counter and notices the answering machine |ight
is flashing. Hel en goes over and pushes the button.

BETH (O S.)
H Helen it’'s Beth Sinclair.
Apparently we will be meking the
trip hone.

The nessage ends. Leah enters.

HELEN
They’ ve | eft a nessage saying that
t hey’ re com ng.

LEAH
That’ s good news nom

Leah wal ks over to her nom and gives her a hug. Helen' s eyes
are teary.

EXT. ERIC S BACHELOR SU TE - MORNI NG - A WEEK LATER

An ol d beat up netallic blue four door car sits in front of

Eric’s apartnment building. Eric and Beth conme out of the
bui I di ng each carrying a duffle bag.
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BETH
Are ya sure this thing is gonna get
us there?

ERI C
Shut up and put the stuff in the
trunk.

Eric throws the keys at Beth. She wal ks to the back of the
car and opens the trunk.

BETH
How | ong to get there?

ERI C
(1 ooks at his watch)
It’s 10: 00 now. W get Daniel it’'ll
be around 10: 30...we should get to
Jefferson tonorrow | ate in the
af t er noon.

Bet h opens the passenger door and gets in. Eric gets behind
t he wheel .

INT. ERIC S CAR - CONTI NUOUS

They drive out of town. Beth gazes out the passenger w ndow.
Eric’s eyes stare strai ght ahead concentrating on the road.
The car approaches the town |limts, continues driving down

the dingy Main Street and stops in front of Fields Boarding
House.

BETH
(1 ooki ng out the wi ndow)
This is where Daniel’s been
stayi ng?

ERI C
H s probation officer is here. |
guess it’'s easy for himto check
in.

Daniel is waiting at the corner with his knapsack in tow.

BETH
Oh ny god. .. he | ooks rough!

ERI C
H s |ast few years have been pretty
t ough.
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EXT. FI ELDS BOARDI NG HOUSE - CONTI NUQUS
Dani el wal ks towards the car. Eric gets out.

DANI EL
Pretty nasty | ookin car -

ERI C
This comn fromthe kid who |ives
on the street. Gve ne your bag and
get in.

Eric wal ks to the back of the car and opens the trunk. He
t hrows the knapsack in.

INT. ERIC S CAR - CONTI NUOUS

Dani el gets in the backseat while Eric gets in the front. The
car drives off.

BETH
(reserved)
Long time no see.

DANI EL
Yep.

Daniel is sprawl ed across the back seat. He quickly falls
asl eep. They drive for a few hours w thout speaking to each
other. A road sign indicates that “Jefferson” is still 1000
mles away.

DANI EL

(groggy) _
Pull over | gotta take a piss.

Beth turns her head around to face Daniel.

BETH
Don’t ya have any manners.

Eric laughs. Beth faces the front of the car again.
ERI C
Can ya wait til we get to the next
gas station?

Dani el takes a pack of cigarettes and lighter out of his
jacket, puts one in his nmouth and lights it.
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DANI EL
(i nhal es and bl ows out the
snoke)
Yeah what ever.

Beth starts to roll down the w ndow.

BETH
When did you pick up that filthy
habi t ?

Dani el takes a long drag and | eans forward towards Beth and
taps her on the shoulder. Beth turns her head towards Daniel.
Dani el exhales in Beth's face.

DANI EL
Wat’s it to ya, you' re not ny
not her ?

BETH

You' re pathetic!

Beth glares at Daniel. She turns around, crosses her arnms and
stares straight ahead at the road.

ERI C
(nervously)
Anyone getting hungry? W shoul d
t hi nk about stopping soon.

Bet h | ooks at her wat ch.

BETH
It’s only four, why don’t we drive
for a few nore hours.

Dani el | eans back and KICKS the front seat where Beth is
sitting.

DANI EL
Sorry...sonetines ny leg gets a
spasm and does that.

BETH
VWhat ever brat.

Dani el relaxes in the back seat and sml es.

EXT. ROADSI DE STOP - AFTERNOON

Beth energes fromthe PUBLI C WASHROOM She wal ks towards the
car where Daniel and Eric are standing.



55.

BETH
God! That was di sgusting!

DANI EL
That . ..

Dani el points to the washroons.
DANI EL

Is a pal ace conpared to sonme of the
dives |’ ve pissed in!

ERI C
Don’t exaggerate Daniel.
DANI EL
You wouldn’t know if | was or not.
Daniel lights up a cigarette and stares off in the distance.
BETH

You're right Daniel, we don't know
what its’ been |ike bein you. It
seens to ne that you chose to be a
del i nquent, or is that soneone
else’s fault too?

DANI EL
Take a | ook at yourself. You' re
just as pissed off with life as |
am | guess being perfect didn't
get ya very far did it Bethie.

BETH
(quiet)
Don’t call ne Bethie.
Eric | ooks at Beth.
ERI C
Isn’t that what nom use to cal
you?
Bet h brushes her hair away from her face.

BETH
Yeah but that was a long tinme ago.

Beth turns away fromEric.
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ERI C
(1 ooki ng at Daniel)
Ease up will ya. W're not the
eneny so lay off the hostility.

DANI EL
The truth al ways sounds hostil e.

Eri c shakes his head and goes around to the driver’s door.
Dani el butts out his snoke.

DANI EL
Fi ne, whatever nman. Let’s get outta
her e.

They all get into the car.

I NT. HELEN S KI TCHEN - THE SAME DAY

Helen is at her kitchen table staring at the phone. She takes
a deep breath and dials.

NICK (O S.)
Hel | o.

HELEN
H N ck, its Helen -

NICK (O S.)
What do you want Hel en?

HELEN
The school's asked for sone of
Deb’ s personal nenentoes and things
of that nature, do you have
anyt hi ng?

NICK (O S.)
There’s a box in the basenent, you
can conme over and get it if you

want .
HELEN

Okay, 1'Il be over this week.
NICK (O S.)

Fi ne.

Hel en hangs up the phone.
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EXT. NICK' S FRONT DOCOR - A FEW DAYS LATER

Hel en RINGS the door bell. The door opens and an unkept,
unshaven N ck appears.

HELEN
I"mhere for the box.

NI CK
Wait here.

Ni ck partially closes the door. Hel en shakes her head in
frustration. N ck reappears with a box.

HELEN
Did you want to go through this
t oget her ?

NI CK
Some things are better left dead
and buri ed.

Ni ck shoves the box towards Hel en.

HELEN
Is that the attitude you re going
to have when your kids arrive for
t he dedication?

NI CK
(startl ed)
They’ re comi ng?

Hel en quickly turns around and wal ks towards her car. N ck
wat ches her wal k away.

I NT. A TRUCK STOP DI NER - A FEW HOURS LATER

Eric, Beth and Daniel sit in a booth. They pick up the nenus
that are on the table. A waitress cones to the table and
fills the water glasses. The waitress speaks with a Jersey
accent .

WAl TRESS
(1 ooks at Eric)
So what dya havi ng honey?

ERI C
(taken aback)
"1l get the burger and fries.



WAI TRESS
Are we sl appin sone cheese on that
sugar ?

ERI C
Ah, sure

The waitress turns to Beth.

WAl TRESS
So sweet heart what ya havin?

BETH
Just a cl ubhouse for ne.

WAI TRESS
Toasted, plain, white or brown,
side salad, slaw, or fries. Chop
chop honey, | don’'t have all day!

BETH
Ah...toasted, white, fries.

The waitress turns to Daniel.

WAI TRESS
And what do you need to keep your
self big and strong?

DANI EL
Banana pancakes and a coke.

WAI TRESS
Pancakes for supper? Hmm .. what ever
the little man wants.

The wai tress | eaves.

Dani el

BETH
What’s with the banana pancakes,
are ya five?

DANI EL
I just like em | always have.

ERI C
| renmenber sonething about those
pancakes, didn’'t nmom make em for ya
all the tine?

just stares.

58.
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ERI C
Didn’t she use to say that you were
her only kid that |iked breakfast
for dinner?

BETH
Oh ya, | renenber that.

The waitress arrives with the food and starts putting the
pl ates down.

WAl TRESS
M nd your manners, use your forks,
do what your nother taught ya.

The waitress wal ks away.

ERI C
She’ s ki nda wei rd.

Dani el pours syrup on his pancakes.

DANI EL
Renmenber how upset nom use to get
when | would eat with nmy fingers?

BETH
What about when you scarfed your
food down and didn’t conme up for
air?

Eric finishes a bite of his burger. Beth eats her french
fries.

ERI C
She use to wonder if you d ever out
grow your eating habits.

Dani el | aughs.

DANI EL
(to Eric)
Bi g deal, at |east she didn't
conpl ain about ny rotten feet?

Bet h | aughs.
ERI C
Don’t | augh, Mom had issues with
you too -
BETH

Li ke what ?
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ERI C
The phone. Wiy do ya think we got a
separate |line? Chatty Beth nom
woul d say.

Al'l three get quiet and pick at their food.

ERI C
It’s seens like its been forever
since nomdied. | haven't thought

about when we were kids for a |long
time. Life was good back then.

BETH
That’' s the past.

Al'l three continue eating their neals.

DI SSOLVE TO

I NT. HELEN S LI VI NG ROOM - THE SAME DAY

Hel en sits on the couch and stares at the box that is on the
coffee table. She gingerly opens the |id and puts it on the
floor. The first itemout of the box is the photo al bum which
Hel en starts to flip through. She stops on a page that has

pi ctures of her and Deb canpi ng.

HELEN
Weren’t we young back then.

Hel en flips through nore pages and stops at a picture that
shows her and Deb pulling a toboggan with Eric, Beth and
Leah on it. Everyone's bundled up and smling. Helen flips
t hrough nore pages. Leah enters and sits beside her nom

LEAH
What are ya | ookin at?

HELEN
Some pi ctures of Deb.

LEAH
Doc Sinclair give this to you?

HELEN
Not willingly.

Leah starts flipping through the pages. She stops at a
pi cture that shows Deb very sick



LEAH
VWhen was this taken?

HELEN
A coupl e nonths before she died.

Hel en pulls the photo al bum cl oser.

HELEN

(quietly)
God | forgot how sick she was. She
was so fragile.

LEAH
You okay?

HELEN
Just seens like a life tinme ago.

Hel en flips through nore pages.

HELEN
Oh ny god!

She stops as she cones across three envel opes.

up.

LEAH
VWhat ?

Hel en continues to hold the envel opes.

HELEN
These have the kids nanes on them
LEAH
Do ya think he knew that they were
t here?
HELEN
(stunned)
| don’t know
LEAH
VWhat now?
HELEN

I guess | should call N ck
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She picks them

The phone RINGS, Leah gets up to answer it. Leah exits.
Hel en pl aces the envelopes into the front of the photo al bum
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I mss her so nuch.
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She sits back and holds the albumto her chest as tears run

down her face.

INT. ERIC S CAR - EVEN NG

Eric is driving. They pass a road sign indicating that
Jefferson is 650 mles away. Beth and Daniel are sleeping. A
famliar song comes on the radio. Eric nudges Beth.

ERI C

(quietly)
Bet h, wake up.

Beth sl owly wakes up.

BETH
What ?

ERI C
Listen to the song, whose it rem nd
you of ?

BETH

It’s that horrible group nom al ways
listened to. Turn it off.

ERI C
Fi ne.

Eric turns the radio off. Beth cl oses her eyes.

nove around while trying to get confortable.

BETH
Great, now |’ m awake. | never seem
to get a good sleep

ERI C
Huh?

Beth sits up and turns towards Eric.

BETH
Just sayin that with work being so
busy, | never feel rested. Sone
weeks I'’mlucky to get any tinme
of f.

ERI C

Real ly? How d ya get this time off?

She starts to



Dani el

Dani el
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BETH
I just went to the -

ERI C
Boss?

starts to stir in the backseat.

BETH
No, the schedule... and just
changed a few days around. \Wat
about you?

ERI C
When you' re the head of your
department you don’t need to ask
for time off, you just take it.

BETH
Real |y, you don’t have to ask
anybody?

ERI C
Nope it’s that sinple, I'mny own
boss.

sits up and |l eans forward on the front seat.

DANI EL
Ya the boss of nothin Eric. Didn't
ya tell me you always get fired
fromyour jobs?

BETH
Fired hey big boss man. Look at you
setting your own hours, that’s
funny.

DANI EL
You answer to a boss just I|ike
everybody el se Bethie.

Beth turns around to face Daniel.

BETH
Shut up Daniel, you don't know
anyt hi ng about ny life.

DANI EL
You re right | don't. | care about
your |ife about as nuch as you care
about m ne.
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ERI C
What the hell’s that supposed to
mean?

DANI EL
When nom di ed everyone st opped
caring.

Eric pulls the car off the road and puts it in park. He turns
around to address Daniel.

ERI C
That's not true -

DANI EL
You guys took off and left nme al one
wi th dad, you didn’'t care what
happened to nme. You only cared
about yourselves and dad was no
better.

Dani el gets out of the car and lights up a snoke. Eric and
Beth foll ow

EXT. SIDE OF THE ROAD - CONTI NUOUS

ERI C

You can’t pin your sad ass life on
nom dyi ng -

DANI EL

(angry) = =
I"’mnot fuckin pinning it on her.

BETH

It’s dad you should have the issue
with.

Dani el conti nues snoki ng.

DANI EL
Wiy the hell did you | eave ne
behi nd?

Eric starts to pace. Beth | ooks away and nervously bites her
nail s.

ERI C
Enough! This conversation isn't
goin any where. Get back in the car
and let’s just get to Jefferson and
get this weekend over with.



65.

INT. ERIC S CAR - A FEW HOURS LATER - N GHT

Beth is | ooking out the passenger wi ndow. Eric’s eyes stare
ahead concentrating on the road. Daniel is slunped in the
back seat. On the radio a newscaster is tal king about the

| ocal basebal | team

RADI O ANNOUNCER (O. S.)
The Cardinals | ost the gane | ast
night to the Twins. A hone run in
the ninth inning put them ahead by
one.

Eric switches the radio station.

ERI C
Renmenber how | oud nom use to get at
our ganes?

BETH
You coul d hear her a m|e away, she
was so enbarrassing.

Dani el sits up.
ERI C
Even sick she was the | oudest
parent at the gane.

Al'l three | augh.

BETH
Remenber nomis witch costune at
Hal | oween.

DANI EL

One time Kevin came to the door and
she made himreach into the candy
bow and instead of candy he pulled
out rubber fingers.

ERI C
The | ook on his face was hil ari ous!

The car pulls up to a run down gas station on the outskirts
of a small town.

DANI EL
Finally a snoke break, since her
maj esty won't let nme snoke in the
car.
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They get out of the car. Daniel starts to punp gas with a
snoke hangi ng out of his nouth.

ERI C
Let nme do that.

Eric gives Daniel a shove.

DANI EL
What’'s the big deal

Bet h stops wal ki ng and turns towards Daniel.

BETH
I don’t know, snoke, gas, boom

Beth wal ks into the BU LDI NG Dani el stubs out his snoke.

Eric finishes punping the gas. Beth energes fromthe buil ding
and gets into the driver’s seat.

INT - ERIC S CAR - LATE AT N GHT

Beth is driving. Eric is sleeping next to her. Daniel sits up
and slides forward. He pokes Beth in the arm

BETH
VWhat's that forl

DANI EL
just wanted to nmake sure you're
il

|
sti awake.

BETH
You can be a pain...ya know that.

DANI EL
Its what | do best.

Beth takes a quick | ook at Daniel over her shoul der.

BETH
How much troubl e have you been in?

Dani el shrugs his shoul ders and stares out the w ndow.
DANI EL
Enough to get nme | ocked up for five
years and on probation

Beth | ooks at Daniel through the rear view mrror.
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BETH
Was it that bad at hone?

Dani el | ooks at Beth.

DANI EL
Hone wasn't bad, there just wasn't
anybody around.

BETH
Dad was t here.

DANI EL
Barely. So | thought screw you and
started doing nmy own thing.

Dani el takes out his lighter and starts to flick it open and
cl osed. Eric opens his eyes.

BETH
So you turned to a life of crine?

DANI EL
That just sorta happened...at |east
sonmeone ki nda cared what | was
doi ng.

BETH
So cops and probation officers
becane your surrogate parents?

DANI EL
Wel| at least they tried to help
me...no one el se gave a shit!

Dani el snaps his lighter shut and puts it away. Beth grips
t he steering wheel tighter.

BETH
I"msorry Daniel...l didn't know

DANI EL
How coul d you. you weren't around.

Beth glances in the rear view mirror and catches Daniel's
eyes.

BETH
I couldn't have stayed.
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DANI EL
Hey like ya say, it was a long tine
ago. No worries sis, your not
responsi ble for how | turned out.

Dani el slides back in his seat and stares out the w ndow.
Beth wi pes at a stray tear and concentrates on the road.

EXT. NICK' S FRONT DOOR - THE NEXT DAY
Hel en RINGS the doorbell. N ck opens the door.

HEL EN
(curt)
You have a choice N ck, we can
either have this conversation in
front of your neighbors or you can
let me in. You choose.

Ni ck steps aside. Helen enters.

I NT. I NSIDE THE SI NCLAI R HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

Hel en and Nick enter the LIVING ROOM The living roomis
adorned with contenporary art pieces. Thick dust covers the
piano that sits in the corner. The fam |y photographs that

sit on the piano remai n unchanged. A faded blue sofa and | ove
seat are situated across fromthe piano. Fromthe living room
you can see a dining area that is cluttered with papers and
books. The silver tea service that sits on the table has

tarni shed. Helen sits on the couch. Nick sits in a chair at

t he opposite end of the room

NI CK
VWhat now Hel en?

Hel en reaches into her purse and pulls out three envel opes.
She stands and wal ks over to Nick. She hands himthe
envel opes.

NI CK
VWhat’'s this?

HELEN
| found these in Deb’'s al bum She
nmnust have witten them for the
kids. Did you know about thenf

Hel en wal ks back to the couch and sits.
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| had no idea she’d done this.

HELEN

Maybe you should give themto the

ki ds.

NI CK
Maybe you should mind your own
busi ness.

HELEN
These letters mght be really
i mportant -

Ni ck stands and paces through the room

NI CK
| don't give a shit. Keep the
letters, | don’'t want them
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Ni ck tosses the envel opes at her. She grabs them and puts

themin her purse. Helen stands and confronts Ni ck.

HELEN
(pointing her finger)
She’ d be heartbroken to know how
t hi ngs turned out.

Hel en | eaves and SLAMS the front door.

INT. ERIC S CAR - THE NEXT DAY - MORN NG

The car passes by a sign that reads "Lake M nawonka next
Eric turns to Beth and Dani el .

exit".

ERI C
Do you guys renenber Lake
M nawonka?

BETH
Isn't that where we use to go
al nrost every summer.

DANI EL
Yeah, that place was awesone.

ERI C
Its com ng up do you guys wanna
check it out?

Bet h and Dani el | ook at each other and then turn to Eric.
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BETH DANI EL
Sur e!

Eric signals to take the exit. They drive for a few nore
mles. A sign indicates the turnoff for Lake M nawonka. Eric
turns the car off the main road and drives to the parking | ot
for the public beach

EXT. LAKE M NAWONKA - CONTI NUOUS

Eric parks the car. They get out and survey their
surroundi ngs. Eric wal ks towards the public beach. There are
fam|lies spread around the beach. A few children are
splashing around in the water. There is a radio playing on a
picnic table nearby. Beth and Daniel follow behind Eric. Eric
gets to the edge of the sand and takes off his socks and
shoes. He starts to walk to the waters edge.

BETH
(to Eric)
Where the hell are you goi ng?

Eric | ooks back at Beth.

ERI C
Come on lets get our feet wet.
DANI EL
(rmutters)

Al'l of a sudden he's nature boy.

Dani el struggles to get off his socks and shoes. Beth has
al ready taken off her shoes and is follow ng Eric.

ERI C
(at waters edge)
God that feels good.

He wal ks a bit deeper into the water. Beth is still on dry
sand and she dips her toes into the water. She quickly
retreats and stares out at FEric.

BETH

Was it always this frigin cold?
ERI C

Yup!
BETH

Renmenber nom al ways nmade a huge
pi cnic lunch
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Dani el walks into the water then runs and plunges in head
first causing a big splash that gets Beth and Eric wet.

BETH
God, Daniel do you always need to
cause havoc! You little shit!

ERI C
(to Daniel)
How s the water?

Dani el swi nms around and then stops.

DANI EL
(teeth chattering)
Gooooddd! It's really refreshing!

ERI C
(1 ooks at Beth)
Cone on Beth lets go for it!

Eric begins to walk toward Beth. Beth starts slowy noving
backwards out of Eric's reach.

BETH
No way! It’s too cold. Eric don't
you dar e!

Eric grabs Beth before she can run a way and drags her

ki cking and scream ng into the water. Daniel cones over and
starts splashing water at both of them Eric lets go of Beth
and they start splashing back. Eric grabs Daniel and dunks
hi m under the water. Beth grabs Eric and dunks himtoo. Beth
retreats back to the beach and sits. Eric and Daniel join
her. They are laughing and trying to catch their breath.

BETH
(j oki ng)
You guys are jerks!
Beth tries to catch her breath.

ERI C
(breat hi ng hard)
That was great!
Daniel pulls off his t-shirt and rings it out.

DANI EL
You guys need to get a life!

Beth playfully hits Daniel in the arm
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BETH
(shivering)
| could sure use a towel right
about now.

Bet h conti nues to shi ver.

BETH
Renember how nbom use to nmake our
favorite sandw ches? Daniel weren't
you all about a tuna sandw ch?

Beth shivers and waps her arnms around her self. Daniel puts
his t-shirt back on.

DANI EL
Yeah, no one could make it better
t han nom

ERI C
Mom al ways nmade sure everyone had
fun.

BETH
Yeah, summers up here were the
best .

DANI EL
I wi sh we never stopped com ng
her e?

Eric | ooks at Beth and Daniel. Daniel gets up and turns to
Beth and Eric. He wal ks away. Beth shifts unconfortably and
Eric noves to get up to address Daniel.

BETH
(puts her hand on his arm
Leave hi m al one.

Eric and Beth stand and wal k back in the direction of the
car.
I NT. HELEN S KI TCHEN - A FEW HOURS LATER

Helen sits at the table drinking a cup of tea. She is staring
at the envelopes that are on the table. Leah enters.

LEAH
What tinme are we eating tonight?

Hel en continues to stare at the envel opes.
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LEAH
Hello earth to nonl

HELEN
(startl ed)
Sorry dear did you say something?

Leah sits.

LEAH
What’'s wrong non?

HELEN
Vll | just had it out with Nick.

Leah picks up the envel opes.

LEAH
Was it about these?

HELEN
He wants nothing to do with them

LEAH
If this was the other way around
and Deb found the letters, she
woul d totally come and give themto
us.

Hel en reaches for Leah’s hand and squeezes it.

HELEN
Thank’ s honey, I’1l think about it.

Hel en stands and goes to the refrigerator and pulls out sone
chi cken.

I NT. LOCAL MOTEL - LATE AFTERNOON

Eric, Beth and Daniel stand at the front of the check-in
desk. Daniel starts to RINGthe bell that is on the counter.
Areally fat, ugly woman steps from behi nd a beaded curtain.
She holds a diet cola in her fat hand and is chew ng her gum
li ke a cow chews cud.

ROSI E THE FRONT DESK CLERK
Whose the asshole ringin the bell?

Eric | ooks at Beth.
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ERI C
(whi spers to Beth)
Sone thi ngs never change.

ROSI E THE FRONT DESK CLERK
Name?

Rosie starts to flip through a registration book.

ERI C
Si ncl ai r.

ROSI E THE FRONT DESK CLERK
Ya needed three roons? How many
ni ghts ya staying?

ERI C
Three roons, five nights pl ease.

Rosie wites the information in the book. She | ooks at
Dani el .

ROSI E THE FRONT DESK CLERK
(points her finger at
Dani el )
"1l need a deposit from you.

ERI C
Wiy don’t we pay up front.

Eric goes takes out his wallet and pulls out a credit card.

ERI C
Here put all three roons on this.

Eric turns to Beth and Dani el .

ERI C
You guys can pay ne back later.

ROSI E THE FRONT DESK CLERK
(snappi ng her gum
Here’'s the keys. Don’t break
nothin, if ya do, consider it
yours.

Rosi e hands Eric the keys who hands themto Daniel and Beth.

ERI C
Il catch up to you guys in a bit,
gotta make a phone call.
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Eric wal ks over to the pay phone. Beth and Dani el go outsi de.
Eric picks up the phone book and searches for Helen's nunber.
He flips through a few pages and stops at Jacobson. He puts a
gquarter into the phone and dial s.

HELEN (Q. S.)
Hel | 0?

ERI C
H Helen, its Eric...Sinclair.

HELEN (Q. S.)
@ ad you kids nade it.

Eric fiddles with the phone cord.

ERI C
We need to know what tine the
dedi cation is?

HELEN (Q. S.)
It’s at 3:00 on Saturday. | really
need you kids to stop by as soon as
you can, | have something for you

ERI C
Ya | guess it won't be a problem
W'l stop by later this evening.

Eric hangs up.

I NT. HELEN S HOUSE - THE SAME DAY - EVEN NG

Hel en opens the front door. Eric, Beth and Daniel walk into
t he house.

HELEN
(excited)
Oh ny god you' ve all grown up

Helen tries to hug Daniel who pulls back at her sudden
nmovenent. Beth stands with her arns crossed.

BETH
It’s been seven years, of course
we' ve grown up

HELEN
Let’s go into the living room 1Is
anyone thirsty? Hungry, can | get
anyone anyt hi ng?
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They follow Helen into the LIVING ROOM The kids sit on the
couch. Helen sits on a chair. The photo albumis on the
coffee table in front of the couch.

ERI C
W' re fine. Wy are we here?

HELEN
(nervous)
When | was goi ng through your
not her’s things | cane across
somet hing that was intended for the
three of you.

Hel en reaches for the photo al bum She opens it up and takes
out the three letters. She stands and wal ks towards the couch
where she hands themtheir letters.

HELEN
Your father didn’'t know anyt hing
about them | stunbled upon them
and felt that you needed to have
t hese right a way.

ERI C
(stunned)
How coul d no one know about thenf

HELEN
| guess he never bothered to go
t hr ough her things.

BETH
Fi gur es!

Bet h st ands.

DANI EL
Wiy you givin emto us and not Dad?

HELEN
Your father didn’'t want anything to
do with them Respect your nother
enough to read her final words to
you.

Beth turns around and STORMS out of the house. Eric and
Dani el st and.

ERI C
I know you're just tryin to help.

Eri c and Dani el | eave.
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INT. ERIC S MOTEL ROOM - SAME DAY - EVEN NG

The roomis decorated in accents fromthe 1970's. A small TV
sits on a dresser. Rust colored curtains hide the window in
the corner. Eric lies on the bed watching TV. Sitting on the
ni ght stand beside the bed is a can of cola and the letter
fromhis nother. An enpty pizza box is on the floor. He gets
up to turn the channel.

ERI C
(Looki ng at the TV guide)
God is nothing on tonight?

Eric turns the TV off and throws the TV guide on the floor.
He sits on the side of the bed and reaches for the letter.

ERI C
(takes the letter out)
| can’t do this.

Eric throws the letter on the bed. He stands and wal ks
towards the wi ndow. He pulls back the curtains and stares
into the night. Abruptly closing the curtains he sits back on
the bed and picks up the letter and starts to read out | oud.

ERI C
It’s funny...when you were born
your father and | argued about what
your nane should be. | cane across
the name Eric and it just seened to
suit you. You are "honourabl e,
power ful and strong”. Even though
you find yourself struggling with
med school, you' re going to make a
great doctor.

Eric clears his throat. His voice fades into the voice of his
not her as he continues to read the letter.

DEB (V.Q)
There will be tinmes when life seens
unfair but renmenber everything
happens for a reason. Look for the
| essons that are being taught to
you during hard times. Stay
positive and don't let things get
you down, especially things you
have no control over. Continue to
be a kind, caring man who sees the
good in life. Live up to your
potential and life will be full of
rewar ds.
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Eric clears his throat.

DEB (V.Q)
The cl oseness that we shared as a
fam |y should not be | essened
because of ny absence, if anything
it should bring you cl oser.

Eric reaches for his can of cola and has a drink. He w pes
his eyes.

DEB (V. Q)
I need you to continue being a role
nodel for Daniel, he |ooks up to
you, | see it in his eyes when he
wat ches you. Pass on to himthe
| essons you've learned. | rely on
your strength to help your father
get through this. I love you and
"1l always be proud of you.

Eric puts the letter on the bed. He wipes the tears fromhis
eyes. He stands and wal ks towards the wi ndow and stares into
the night. He closes the curtains and sits on the bed and
puts his face in his hands.

DI SSOLVE TO

I NT. DANIEL’S MOTEL ROOM - THE SAME EVEN NG

Dani el puts a case of beer onto the dresser. He takes off his
jean jacket and lights a snoke. The garbage can is full of
enpty beer cans. On the bed is the letter fromhis nother.

He reaches for the letter and opens it.

DANI EL
This shoul d be good!

Dani el finishes his snoke and cracks open a beer. He pulls up
the chair fromthe desk, turns it around and straddles it. He
starts to read the letter. Daniel takes a swig fromhis beer
and puts it on the desk. Daniel starts to read out |oud.

DANI EL
(holding the letter)
I wish I could have found a way to
make things clearer for you. | know
how confused you nmust be. | know
that the energy within you wll
| ead you to nmany great adventures.
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Dani el reaches for his beer and takes a drink. The voi ce of
Dani el fades into the voice of his nbther as he continues to
read the letter.

DEB (V.Q)
I wsh |l could be there to see the
man you will become. | imagine you
bei ng strong |ike your father and
honourabl e |i ke your brother. | see
you having a free spirit. Daniel
have some words of advice for you

Dani el reaches for his beer and takes another swg.

DANI EL
Doesn’t nmuch matter now.

The voice of his nother continues as the letter is read.

DEB (V.Q)
Be honest and have integrity. Treat
peopl e the way you would want to be
treated. It’s not always easy but
it’s always val uable. Be caring and
conpassi onate, don’t be afraid to
show ot hers how you feel. Renenber
the past, but don't live init.
Rely on the strength of our famly
to help you through the hard tines.
Continue to be the boy | raised.

Dani el stands and puts the letter on the bed. He lights a
snoke and takes a long drag. He picks the letter up and
stares at it. He butts out his snoke and throws it into his
beer can. He neatly folds the letter and puts it in the
envel ope. Daniel grabs his jean jacket and | eaves.

DI SSOLVE TO

I NT. BETH S MOTEL ROOM - THE SAME EVEN NG

On the bed is Beth's duffle bag. She is unpacking her clothes
and neatly placing theminto the drawers of the dresser.

Beth takes the letter fromout of her purse and sits at the
desk. She reaches for the letter, opens it and starts to read
out | oud.

BETH
(tal ki ng out | oud)
You are your nother’s daughter.
( MORE)
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BETH( cont ' d)

You and | are nore alike than you
realize. | see your life being ful
of endl ess possibilities.

Beth shifts in her seat. The voice of Beth fades into the
voi ce of her nmother as she continues to read the letter.

DEB (V. Q)
Remenber that life is full of
| aughter and pain, it’s also ful
of hope and despair. The one thing
I"ve learned in the |ast couple of
years is to never take anything for
granted, be thankful for everyday.
If I can pass on one lesson it’s
to |live everyday with no regrets.

Beth stops reading and clears her throat.

BETH
No regrets...

DEB (V.Q)
One day you will find yourself
surrounded by children of your own.
| hope they give you the sane joy
that you ve given nme. Rely on each
ot her as things happen throughout
your life.

Beth stops reading and stands. She takes the letter and rips
it up. She wal ks towards the garbage can in the corner and
throws it out.

BETH
To little too late nom..life
didn’t go as you had hoped.

Bet h wal ks over to the TV and turns it on. She wal ks over to
the bed and |ies down.

I NT. HELEN S KI TCHEN - THE NEXT DAY

There are stacks of photos on the kitchen table. The photo
al bumis on the counter. There are two pieces of bristol
board on the table. One has the heading “Fam |y and Friends”
at the top and the other has the heading “School Life".

Hel en stands and | ooks down at the pictures. As she picks
each one up she reflects upon it and puts it in a specific
pile. Photos that will be used are placed onto the
appropriate board. The menory board starts to take shape.
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I NT. SINCLAIR LIVING ROOM - A FEW HOURS LATER - AFTERNOON

Thi ck dust covers the piano that sits in the corner. The

fam |y photographs that sit on the piano remai n unchanged. A
faded blue sofa and | ove seat are situated across fromthe

pi ano. Fromthe |living roomyou can see a dining area that is
cluttered with papers and books. The silver tea service that
sits on the table has tarnished. Eric and Daniel sit on the
couch. Nick stands with his arns crossed at the opposite end
of the room Beth wal ks over to the piano and drags her
finger across it making a line in the dust.

BETH
(to N ck)
You haven’t even bothered to at
| east keep the house cl ean?

NI CK
|’ve been very busy. | didn't know
you guys were com ng here.

BETH
Wasn’t ny idea was it Eric?

Beth sits on the couch.

ERI C
Hel en gave us the letters. She said
you didn’t care about them

NI CK
VWhat difference does it make how |
feel about them they weren't for
nme.

BETH
From | ookin around here it’s
obvi ous you don’t care about nuch.

Ni ck shifts unconfortably.

NI CK
You woul dn’t understand -

BETH
You' ' re right about that.

ERI C
Dad you gotta know we have sone
guestions for ya -
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DANI EL
| gotta question, why didn't ya
care enough to keep nomis stuff
around?

BETH
Way couldn’t you be counted on?

ERI C
Wiy did ya push us away when we
coul d’ ve hel ped each other out?
Was it easier for you to not care
about us?

NI CK
That’s not fair. Al | have done
since your nother died is bust ny
ass trying to provide for this
famly. You guys chose to | eave.
You’ ve never gone w thout.

Bet h st ands.

BETH
W went wi thout nom and her caring
and we went w thout you doi ng what
she did.

Beth STORMS out of the house. Eric stands and turns to
Dani el .

ERI C
Cone on Daniel let’s go.

Daniel and Eric start to walk out of the room Eric stops and
turns to Nick

ERI C
It never needed to get to this
poi nt .

Eric and Daniel |eave. Nick sits.

I NT. NICK' S BEDROOM - THE NEXT DAY - MORNI NG

The blinds are open and the sun is reflecting off of the
famly pictures that are on the dresser. Nick is tossing and
turning in bed.

NI CK
(frustrated)
Damm sun.
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He throws the covers off and gets out of bed. He wal ks over

to the blinds and closes them He turns to wal k towards the
bed but the gold | ocket that hangs on the mrror catches his
eye. Nick picks up the | ocket and opens it and stares at the
weddi ng picture inside. Holding the open | ocket he sits on

t he edge of the bed.

NI CK
(1 ooks at the | ocket)
I wish you were here.

Ni ck’s eyes start to get teary.

NI CK
I made a promise and | realize now
that | didn't know how to keep it.
They left thinking that | didn't
care about them anynore. | just did
what | had al ways done.
Everything s a ness.

Nick stares at the | ocket and tears roll down his face.

INT. ERIC S HOTEL ROOM - EVENI NG - THE SAME DAY
Eric and Daniel sit watching TV.

DANI EL
Change it to 53.

ERI C
Way...what’ s on?

DANI EL
The basebal | gane. The Yankees are
pl ayi n the Jays.

ERI C
Still all about the sports hey
Dani el -

DANI EL

Let me guess...you d rather watch
some cheesy ass sitcom | never
really got why ya hated sports -

ERI C
Maybe it’s because there’ s nothin
to learn fromwatchin a basebal
gane.

Eric reluctantly changes the channel.
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ERI C
Do ya think we were a little rough
on dad | ast night?

DANI EL
Wiy do ya think that?

Dani el reaches for the bag of chips and starts shovelling
theminto his nouth.

ERI C
| don’t know...we kinda bonbarded
himw th accusati ons.

DANI EL
Ya but he can’t be surprised by
t hat -

ERI C

Maybe we shoul d have stuck around
to hear what he had to say.

DANI EL
(mouth full)

He hasn’t said anything in years.
Who gives a shit.

ERI C
Little harsh. Between you and Beth
I don’t know who hates hi m nore.

Dani el stands and gets a drink fromthe cooler.

DANI EL
Before yesterday, | would have said
| hated himnore...but did ya see
how Beth reacted to hin®

ERI C
Who woul d have thought nom dyin
would lead to all this.

They go back to watching the baseball gane.

EXT. A CEMETERY - LATER I N THE AFTERNOON

Beth stands in front of a tonbstone that reads Deb Sinclair
1954-1998. “Loving wife, devoted nother, trustworthy friend”.

BETH
It’s ne nbom
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Bet h | ooks around.
BETH
This is kinda weird talkin to you
li ke this.

Bet h wal ks back and forth.

BETH
They' re dedicating a library in
your nanme on Saturday. |’msure

everyone will be there. Eric and
Dani el are in town.

Beth takes a tissue out of her purse.

BETH
I"’mhere but | don’t knowif | can
go.
Beth starts to cry.
BETH

Everything’ s a ness. W barely
speak to each other for seven years
and now everything is supposed to
be fine. 1’ve done sonething that I
am so ashaned of. | let ny

beauti ful baby girl be put up for
adoption. | didn’'t know what to do,
Dad wasn’t there and you were gone.

Beth falls to her knees and sobs.

BETH
I mss you not being here. | mss
our talks. | mss hearing you
speak. Being with the famly this
week...it’s been tough. | want us
to be a famly again...|l really do,

but how do we repair the damage?

Beth sits in front of the grave.

I NT. LOCAL MOTEL - THE SAME DAY - AFTERNOON

Eric closes the door. N ck wal ks over to the chair and sits.
Eri c stands.

ERI C
Wy are ya here?
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|’ ve been doing sone thinking. You
gotta give nme a chance to explain a
few things

Eric sits on the bed.

ERI C
What nore can possibly be said.

NI CK
It was really tough for nme when
your mom di ed. | should have done
nore for you guys but | didn't know
what to do. Everybody deserves a
second chance and |’ m asking for
m ne.

ERI C
She asked ne to help you and |
didn’t. In sone ways | guess | feel
responsible for the famly drifting
apart.

Ni ck stands and wal ks over to Eric and sits beside him

NI CK
I had no idea your nomwote those
letters. It’s not your job to take
care of ne.

ERI C
I know but -

NI CK
Regardl ess, | should have stil
been there. I'’mthe parent, it

wasn’t your job to keep the famly
together it was nm ne.

ERI C
| guess. | had this horrible
argument with her and | never got
to say | was sorry.

Ni ck puts his arm around Eric.

NI CK
Your nother knew that you | oved
her.

ERI C

I know.

86.
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NI CK
Way’' d you quit school ?

ERI C
I lost my faith in that profession
after nom di ed.

NI CK
That’ s the easy way out. People
count on doctor’s to keep the faith
when faced with tragedy...that’s
our job. You re nomwoul d have
want ed you to be the person that
hel ps ot hers.

Eric gets choked up.

NI CK
You all right son?
ERI C
I m good.
NI CK
Any idea where you' re brother m ght
be?
ERI C

He said sonet hin about shootin sone
pool this afternoon.

Ni ck | eaves.

I NT. THE LOCAL POOL HALL - CONTI NUOUS

Ni ck enters a dark dingy snoke filled room Patrons are
mlling around the pool tables. Daniel and a man are
finishing a ganme of pool .

DANI EL
That’s the eight ball in the side
pocket...you owe ne twenty bucks.

A younger man hands Daniel a twenty dollar bill and wal ks
away.

DANI EL
Whose next ?

Ni ck stands behind Daniel at the pool table. Daniel is
racki ng up the balls.
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NI CK
"1l take ya on.

Dani el turns around.

DANI EL
What the hell you doing here?

NI CK
| came to see you. \Wose breaki ng?

Dani el shoots, a solid ball goes in the corner pocket.

DANI EL
A d man |1’ m about to take your
noney. You' re stripes.

Dani el conti nues shooti ng.

NI CK
How ve t hi ngs been?

DANI EL
Geat! Just did alittle stint at
the local jail back honme. Prior to
that I was checkin in daily with ny
probation officer. In ny spare tine
I look for warm places to stay.
How ve t hings been with you Dad?

Dani el m sses a shot. N ck chal ks up his cue and starts
shoot i ng.

NI CK
I’msensing a bit of hostility from
you. | guess | had a hand in how
you' ve turned out. | can’'t say that

I"’mvery proud of it.

Ni ck m sses a shot. Before Dani el can shoot N ck wal ks over
and puts his hand on Daniel’s pool cue.

DANI EL
(pulls the cue away)
What the hell are ya doing here?
You haven’t shown any interest in
ny life for years, why now?

NI CK
I think you need soneone to help
you.
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DANI EL
| don’t need your fucking help.
|"ve learned to cope with things on

ny own -
NI CK
You don’t have to cope by your self
anynore -
DANI EL

You' re not needed.

NI CK
| disagree. You haven't been doing
t oo good on your own. Me in your
life is no worse than what you have

now. Gve it a shot, | want you to
come back hone and we’ |l work on
your life together.
Dani el shoots another solid ball into a pocket.
NI CK

My offer stands. Just think about
it.

Ni ck reaches into his pocket and pulls out a twenty doll ar
bill. He throws it on the table and | eaves.

I NT. HELEN S LI VI NG ROOM - THE SAME DAY - AFTERNOON
Beth and Helen are sitting on opposite sides of the room

BETH
Way woul d you bring us together
knowi ng the trouble it was going to
cause? W all had to make choi ces
and now we have to live with them

Hel en stands and wal ks over to Beth.

HELEN
Have you all forgotten what you're
not her stood for? If you have
nothing nice to say to ne you can
feel free to | eave.

Bet h stands and npves to | eave.
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BETH
Fi ne. Comi ng home for the
dedi cati on was a huge m stake. |’ m

goi ng back to the city.

Bet h | eaves.

I NT. HELEN S KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS
Helen sits at the table while tal king on the phone.

NICK (O S.)
Hel | o.

HELEN
Beth was just here. She may not be
staying for the dedication.

NICK (O S.)
Shit! Okay, I'Il go find her.

HELEN
I never should have tried to bring
your fam |y together.

NICK (O S.)
You' ve done a good thing. Deb woul d
be thankful that you went to al
this trouble.

HELEN
Good luck with Beth.

Hel en hangs up the phone.

I NT. LOCAL MOTEL - THE SAME DAY - EVEN NG

Beth has her duffle bag on the bed and is taking her clothes
out of the drawers. As she packs there is a KNOCK on the
door. Beth opens the door and sees Nick. She stares at him
and goes back to packing. N ck enters.

NI CK
Do you mnd telling nme why you went
to Hel en’ s? She says you're
| eavi ng?

BETH
Wiy does anyone care now about
what’ s happened to ne?
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| guess the dedication seened |ike
the perfect opportunity to get us
all back together. | accept
responsibility for ny part in
everything that’ s happened.

Bet h stops packing and turns to | ook at Nick.

Nick sits

BETH
That’ s great. So now you’ ve taken
responsibility for everything and

what...life goes back in tinme?
NI CK

Al 1'"msaying -
BETH

Save it! Let’s go back five years
Dad!

on the bed.

BETH
Are ya sure you want to take
responsibility for my life and how
it’s turned out? You can’'t change
what’ s happened in ny past. You're
too | ate.

Ni ck stands and wal ks over to Beth. She backs away.

NI CK
"’ mnot sure what you're tal king
about Beth -

BETH
What difference does it make now?
| read nonis letter and all her big
pl ans for ne and now | have to live
with the guilt of letting her down.

NI CK
" mnot follow ng-

BETH
That’s right G andpa. You couldn’t
nurture ne so there was no hope of
you helpin with ny child...so |
gave her up

A stunned Nick sits on the bed. Beth wal ks to the door
hol ds it open.
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and



BETH
I’mtryin to get ny life back on
track and there’s no roomin it for
you.

NI CK
Just think about putting our
di fferences aside and comng to the
dedi cati on.

Ni ck | eaves.

I NT. A LOCAL DI NER - MORNI NG - NEXT DAY

Eric,

Beth and Daniel sit in a booth eating breakfast.

ERI C
(to Beth)
Have you tal ked to Dad?

BETH
Ya he came by | ast night.
Interesting conversation.

DANI EL
Pass the sugar.
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Beth slides the sugar towards Daniel who pours it into his
cof fee cup.

Dani el

ERI C
Dad tracked us down too. | think
he’s tryin to change.

DANI EL
Ya, kicked his ass in pool and won
me twenty bucks.

BETH
O course you two idiots would fall
for this. He's desperate, can’'t you
see that.

ERI C
G ve the guy a break. He just wants
a fresh start.

SLURPS hi s coffee.

BETH
(to Daniel)
God you're a pig.



DANI EL
Better than bein a bitch.

ERI C
Enough guys. W’ ve decided to go
with dad to the dedication. What
about you?

BETH
I’ m | eaving tonorrow. Busses
apparently don’t run daily in
Jefferson. | can’'t be a part of al
this.

ERI C
Do it for nmom you know she’d be
happy if we were all together.

BETH
Sorry guys can’t do it.

Beth stands to | eave. She puts five dollars on the table.

I NT. THE H GH SCHOCL - MORNI NG - SAME DAY

Ni ck wal ks down the corridor. The walls are adorned with
pi ctures of classes fromearlier years. He stops at the
picture from 1998, Deb’s |ast year of teaching. Hel en wal ks

up behind Nick and taps himon the shoul der.

NI CK
(turns around)
Oh hi Hel en.

HELEN
What brings you by the school ?

NI CK
I need to speak at the dedication,
who do | talk to?

HELEN
"1l let the principal know Deb
woul d be very pleased to see you
and the kids all together.

NI CK
We're not altogether, pretty sure
Beth won’t be com ng.
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HELEN
Any chance she m ght change her
m nd?
NI CK
I wouldn’t count on it. Any ways I
gotta run, 1'Il see you tonorrow.

Ni ck gl ances at the photo’s one nore tine and wal ks down the
corridor towards the doors.

I NT. SINCLAIR KI TCHEN - A FEW HOURS LATER

Nick sits at the table attenpting to wite a speech. As he
wites he speaks out | oud.

NI CK
(starts to wite)
Thank you for attending today’s

dedi cati on cerenony. | know that
this would nean a ot to Deb. W
are -

Ni ck crunples up the paper and throws it on the floor.

NI CK
| can’t do this.

Ni ck stands and paces back and forth. He sits at the table
and grabs a bl ank piece of paper. As he wites he speaks out
| oud.

NI CK
(starts to wite)
One of Deb’s favorite past tines
was readi ng...how appropriate that
you voted in favor of dedicating
the new library in her nmenory -

Ni ck stops witing and Sl GHS.

NI CK
(tal ki ng out | oud)
This is crap.

Ni ck crunples up the paper and grabs anot her bl ank piece.
There is a KNOCK at the front door. N ck stands and wal ks
into the HALLWAY and opens the door.

NI CK
Hel en, | wasn’t expecting you. Did
you want to come in?
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HELEN
No | really can’t stay. | thought
t hat Deb’s photo al bum m ght help
you to write your speech.

Hel en hands N ck the al bum

NI CK
It certainly can’t hurt, | haven’t
been very successful so far.

Thanks.
Hel en turns and | eaves. N ck wal ks back towards the KI TCHEN
Nick sits and starts | ooking through the al bum
SERI ES OF SHOTS
Picture of Nick and Deb at the high school prom
Picture of Nick and Deb at the beach.
Picture of Nick and Deb hol di ng baby Eric.
Picture of Nick and Deb teaching Eric to skate.
Picture of Nick and Deb decorating baby Beth’s bedroom

Picture of Nick and Deb wal king Daniel to his first day of
school

Picture of Nick and Deb cel ebrating their anniversary.

Picture of Nick, Deb, Eric, Beth and Daniel sitting around
the Christmas tree.

Picture of Nick and Deb cel ebrating their anniversary. Deb is
lying in bed, she wears a bandana on her head to hide her
bal dness.

END SERI ES OF SHOTS

Ni ck cl oses the photo al bumand starts to wite.

I NT. BUS STATI ON - NEXT DAY - AFTERNOON

Beth is at the ticket counter purchasing a bus ticket. She
hands her noney to the teller who hands her a ticket. Beth
wal ks over to the seating area and waits. She opens her
wal | et and pl aces her ticket inside.
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She pulls out a faded fam |y photo taken before her nother’s
deat h. The announcenent for her bus is nade.

ANNOUNCER (O S.)
Bus nunber 705 is leaving fromlane
two. All ticket hol ders please
proceed to | ane two.

Peopl e start noving towards the door that |eads to | ane
nunber two. Beth continues to stare at the photo.

ANNOUNCER (O. S.)
Final call for passengers
travel ling on bus 705.

Through the wi ndows you see the bus pull away. Beth continues
to sit lost in her own thoughts. According to the clock on
the wall a half an hour has passed. She stands and puts the
pi cture back into her wallet. She wal ks OQUTSIDE and hails a

t axi .

DI SSOLVE TO

I NT. THE NEW LI BRARY - AFTERNOON

In the corridor of the library is a cabinet that holds
menent oes of Deb’s teaching career. N ck, Eric and Dani el
stop and | ook.

ERI C
Look at all this stuff about nom -

DANI EL
(pointing to Deb’s
pi cture)
Ni ce hairdo!

NI CK
You' re nother was well respected.

ERI C
(pointing to a tall man)
| think that’'s Mke, I'll be back
in a second.

Eric notices a face fromthe past and | eaves to speak to
t hem

DANI EL
(to N ck)
Been t hi nki ng about what ya said
t he ot her day.
( MORE)
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DANI EL( cont ' d)

If I can swing it with ny
probation, 1’'Il give it a shot, how
bad can it be.

NI CK
I"’mglad to hear that son. W'l
talk to them on Monday.

Eric returns to where N ck and Dani el are standing.

DANI EL
I"’mgoin to see if there’ s anything
to eat.
Dani el | eaves.
ERI C

(deep in thought)
Ya okay dad?

NI CK
Just thinking about |ife back then.
Thi ngs were easi er when your nom
was alive.

ERI C
| guess.

NI CK
W need to renenber what she
woul d’ ve expected from us

ERI C
Do ya think she’ d be di sappointed?

Ni ck puts his armaround Eric’s shoul der.

NI CK
Maybe at one tinme, but we’re going
to get back on track. That's all we
can do. W can’t forget about life
anynore. |t goes on whether we want
it to or not.

Ni ck puts his hand on Eric’s shoul der as a show of support.

ERI C
Do you wonder what’ || happen wth
Bet h? Do you think she’ Il cone
around?

NI CK

| hope so. Everything takes tine
son.
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ERI C
I’ m gonna go and nake sure Danie
isn’t stuffing sandwi ches into his
pocket s.

NI CK
I’mgoing to go out and see how
everything | ooks. Can you guys
manage okay.

ERI C
Sure, we’ll hang out here.

Eric |l eaves. Nick turns around and | eaves the |ibrary.

EXT. AT THE DEDI CATI ON SI TE - CONTI NUOUS

Beth stands in front of the picture boards. As N ck
approaches Beth wi pes away a tear.

NI CK
(surprised)
Bet h.

Beth wi pes her eyes and tries to regain her conposure.

BETH
I’monly here because of nom

NI CK
I"mjust glad that you're here. I'm
concerned about you. | can’'t begin
to i magi ne what you' ve been
t hrough. | amso sorry that

wasn’'t there to help. You never
shoul d have had to deal wi th things
on your own.

Ni ck gives Beth a hug and she starts to sob. He rubs her
back.

NI CK
W' re gonna get through this.

Ni ck reaches into his pocket and takes out Deb’s |ocket. He
hands it to Beth. She opens it up and sees the picture of
Ni ck and Deb.

BETH
It’s nmom s | ocket -
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NI CK
I think your nother would want you
to have it.

Beth puts the | ocket around her neck. Nick extends his hand
and Beth grabs it. They walk towards the |ibrary.

| NT. THE NEW LI BRARY - MOVENTS LATER
Beth and Nick wal k towards Eric and Dani el .

DANI EL
Thought you weren’t com ng?

BETH
Qovi ously I changed ny m nd.

Hel en wal ks over. Nick | eans towards Hel en.
NI CK

(whi spers to Hel en)
I’mglad she nade it.

HELEN
Me too. Deb would be so proud of
you right now 1’|l see you
out si de.

BETH

Do you mind if | tag al ong?

Hel en and Bet h wal k away toget her.

EXT. I N FRONT OF THE NEW LI BRARY - CONTI NUOUS

There is a man standi ng behind a podiumand to his left are
the story boards that depict Deb’s life. The front row of
seats are occupied by Helen, N ck, Eric, Beth and Daniel.
Rows of seats are lined up on the grass, all are occupi ed.

PRI NCI PAL
Thanks to everyone who cane out
today. As you all know we are here
to dedicate the new library in
honour of Deb Sinclair. Deb was one
of our nost involved teachers. She
exhibited all the qualities that a
great role nodel should have. She
has been sadly m ssed by her
comuni ty and col | eagues.

( MORE)
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PRI NCI PAL( cont ' d)

We are fortunate enough to have

Ni ck, Eric, Daniel and Beth with us
today. N ck has a few words about
his wife that he would like to
share.

A neatly dressed, well groomed Ni ck stands and wal ks towards
t he podium The principal steps to the side.

NI CK
To be quite honest this is all very
overwhel m ng. | always knew t hat

Deb touched many |ives, she was an
extraordi nary person.

Ni ck reaches into his suit pocket and pulls out his speech.

NI CK
What |1’ ve learned fromDeb is that
life presents us with unexpected
situations. Situations that we're
never fully prepared for and
certainly never anticipate.

Hel en takes a tissue out of her purse.

NI CK
The one common denom nator in her
life was her love for famly and
friends. She had a need to help
peopl e whenever she coul d. She was
unsel fish and al ways put others
first. Deb believed in change and
accepted that people nmade m st akes.
When our kids were young she used
totell themthat life is all about
maki ng the right choices.

Eric, Daniel and Beth are very focused on what their father
i S saying.

NI CK

They say that the true neasure of a
person is the lasting inpression

t hat they’ ve nmade on the people
that were part of their life. Deb
woul d be honoured to know that she
was renmenbered this way. On behal f
of nyself and ny children thank you
for preserving ny wife's nenory.

Ni ck wal ks towards the Principal and shakes his hand. He
wal ks over to the story boards and reflects. The Princi pal
hands Nick a pair of scissors to cut the cerenonial ribbon.
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PRI NCI PAL
The Deb Sinclair library is
officially open.

Peopl e start to clap and cheer.
PRI NCI PAL
You' re all invited to the reception
that is taking place in the new
library. There's nore coffee and
 unch bei ng served.

Peopl e stand and start to make their way to the reception
area. Helen, Eric, Beth and Daniel wal k over to N ck

ERI C
You did a great job dad.

DANI EL
Ya, you didn’'t even bore ne.

NI CK
Thanks guys.

Ni ck, Eric, Beth and Daniel walk over to the nenory board and
reflect. The menory board shows various aspects of Deb’s
life.

SERI ES OF SHOTS

Picture of Deb coaching the girl’s volleyball team

Picture of Deb with her arms w apped around two of her
students.

Picture of Deb and her famly at the | ake.
Picture of Deb and her kids washing a car.
Picture of Deb and Nick dressed up for New Years Eve.
Picture of a healthy Deb smling.
END SERI ES OF SHOTS
FADE QOUT.



