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BLACK

WLLIAM (V.Q)
Every two thousand years the pl anets
fall into an alignnment which blurs
t he boundari es between di nensi ons.
During this tinme the powers of |ight
and dar kness col | i de.

EXT. STONEHENGE -- N GHT

The nmonunent as it once was. Fresh. New. The fingers of
time have yet to caress its stones.

A Pagan ritual is in progress. A huge fire burns in the
monunent's center. Dozens of PAGANS in dark robes surround
an alter.

WLLIAM (V. O.)
In the tinme before Christ Pagans
cel ebrated Samhai n.. The ni ght they
believed the dead returned to the
worl d of the living.

A naked WOVAN i s dragged toward the alter by two Pagans.
She screans. Struggles in vain.

WLLIAM (V. O.)
They created Stonehenge to mark the
equi noxes and all ow themto nake
sacrifices when the power of their
Gods were greatest.

The Wonman is forced onto the alter. Tied in place.

WLLIAM (V. Q)
They drank the bl ood of humans and
animals believing it gave themthe
power of darkness and deat h.

A Pagan steps up to the alter. Raises a dagger above his
head. Stabs downward.

Bl ood runs down the side of the alter.

WLLIAM (V. O.)
Four thousand years ago the planetary
al i gnnment occurred on the night of
Samhai n.



The stream of bl ood reaches the dirt. A deep purple glow
spreads out across the ground.

The gl ow envel ops t he Pagans.

WLLIAM (V. Q)
The powers of darkness entered the
Pagans. . Transform ng themw th the
curse of eternal life and never ending
thirst.

The purple light fades out. The Pagans stalk toward the
bl eedi ng Woman on the alter. Their eyes glow red. Fangs
protrude fromtheir nouths.

BLACK

WLLIAM (V.Q)
Until the birth of Christ, darkness
rul ed the | and.

EXT. FIELD OF CRUCI FI XI ON -- DUSK
Crucified bodies. A nightmarish field of human suffering

WLLIAM (V. O.)
The time of mankind's savior pushed
back the darkness.

Cl ose on CHRI ST hangi ng dead froma crucifix.

W LLI AM (V. Q)
But the death of the Savior all owed
t he darkness to return.

BLACK
WLLIAM (V. O.)
Dar kness | aid siege to the Earth for
uncount abl e generati ons.
EXT. TOMWN -- DAY

A nedi eval setting. Stone buildings. Drt streets. The
PECPLE are dressed for the period.

In the Town Square a bazaar is in full swing. FARMVERS and
MERCHANTS hock their various wares from crude wooden boot hs.

An eight year old boy clothed in little nore than dirty rags
slinks his way through the crowmd. He is WLLI AM JAMES.
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He eyes a booth where | oaves of bread are displayed for sale.
He watches the VENDOR until she is occupied with a CUSTOVER
Then he nmakes his nove.

A SOLDI ER stands in a doorway. His eyes follow the boy. He
gl ances at the booth. Heads for WIliam

WIlliamreaches the booth. A quick |ook. The Vendor's back
is turned. He snatches a |oaf of bread. Moves off. He
gets two steps before the Sol dier grabs him

SCLDI ER
Not so fast, boy.

Wlliamsquirns in his grasp but fails to get free. The
Vendor turns at the sounds of the commoti on.

VENDOR
VWhat the '"ell?

SCLDI ER
Caught this boy--

VHAP.

Wlliamplants his foot in the Soldier's groin. He slips
fromhis grasp. Runs.

Anger replaces his pain and Sol di er pursues.

Wl liamrushes through the crowd. He bounces off several
people in his haste.

SOLDI ER
Stop that urchin.

A BURLY MAN steps in Wlliams path. He spreads his arns to
grab the boy.

Wlliamslides feet first between the man's | egs. He pops
up and keeps goi ng.

Wl 1liam heads down a narrow side street. He turns toward a
doorway. Freezes. Stares wide eyed at a

SPI DER.

Large and black it waits patiently for its next neal. WIIiam
takes a stiff step back. Drops the bread.

| NSERT - FLASHBACK



- In a smll Farm House his FATHER |lowers Wlliaminto a
craw space under the fl oor

- Wlliamstares at a spider in a web as screans are heard
from above the floor.

RETURN TO SCENE

A hand grabs WIlliam s shoulder. Spins himaround. Soldier
| ooks down at him

SOLDI ER
Littl e bastard.

He draws back his hand to strike WIIliam

FATHER ZANE (O S.)
Stay that bl ow.

Sol di er | ooks toward the voice. He sees FATHER STEVEN ZANE,
30's, standing at the nmouth of the alley. H's inposing form
is shrouded in a bl ack cl oak.

SCLDI ER
You don't give ny orders.

Fat her Zane strides toward them

FATHER ZANE
Rel ease him

Sol di er doesn't like this.

SCLDI ER
You have no power here.

FATHER ZANE
By decl aration of the King you serve
The Order has the power it desires.

SOLDI ER
That's sl op.

FATHER ZANE
Per haps we should go and ask him

Sol dier releases Wlliam Stares down at him

SCLDI ER
He won't al ways be around, boy.
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Sol dier stalks away. WIIliam puts sone qui ck di stance between
hi msel f and the spider web. He |ooks ready to run.

FATHER ZANE
Boy just won't do. Your nane?

W LLI AM
WIlliam Janes.

FATHER ZANE
And where woul d you go?

Wlliam| ooks at him Def i ant .

W LLI AM
VWhere and when | want.

Fat her Zane nods hi s understandi ng.

FATHER ZANE
| am known as Fat her Zane. Help ne
| oad ny wagon and earn yourself an
honest neal .

WIlliam hesitates. Looks at the far end of the street.

FATHER ZANE
It's me or that soldier. You choose.

EXT. TOMN SQUARE -- LATER

Fat her Zane stands in the back of a |arge wagon which is
| oaded with supplies. He finishes tying down the | oad.
Turns to WIliamwho stands on the ground.

FATHER ZANE
You work wel | .

He hops down.
FATHER ZANE
Best get you fed and back to your
famly.
WIlliamadverts his eyes.

W LLI AM
My famly was taken by The Hoard.

Fat her Zane | ooks as if this was the answer he expect ed.



FATHER ZANE
Clinmb up.

He gestures at the wagon. WIIliam gives hima | ook.
FATHER ZANE
Stay here in the garbage and all eys
if you wi sh.
He turns to the wagon.

Wl liam scranbles up. Takes a seat on the driver's bench.

FATHER ZANE
Good choi ce.

He follows the boy onto the bench. As he does, his cloak
parts. WIliamsees that the man wears a black cross on a
chai n around his neck

Wen he is seated, Father Zane takes the reigns.

FATHER ZANE
There is bread and cheese in a cloth
under the seat.

He snaps the reigns. A pair of horses puts the wagon in
not i on.

EXT. MONASTERY -- DUSK

The sun ki sses the horizon as Fat her Zane gui des the wagon
along the road to the nonastery.

The stone structure sits in the mddle of a man made cl earing
surrounded by thick woods. A high stone wall runs the entire
perineter.

| NT. TORCH LI T HALLWAY -- NI GHT

A door opens at the end of the hall.

Backlit by the setting sun Father Zane leads Wlliamin. He
cl oses the door behind them They nove down the hall. Stop
in front of a large netal door.

Fat her Zane renoves a dagger from beneath his cloak. He
pushes the handle into WIlliams hand. The boy | ooks scar ed.



FATHER ZANE
No fear young Wlliam This test
must be passed. But rest assured
there are no spiders beyond this
door .
| NT. DARK ROOM -- MOMENTS LATER
The door opens.

WIlliamstunbles in as if pushed. The door is closed behind
him He hears a latch thrown into place.

He | ooks around with w de eyes. He can see nothing in the
dar kness.

He hears sonethi ng noving across the room He spins toward
t he sound.

Barely visible. A shape scurries up the wall.

The boy steps back. He bunps against the wall still staring
in the direction of the novenent.

A hand reaches down from above him G abs his shoul der.
The boy gasps. He pulls away. Turns.

A MAN clings spider-like to the wall. The Man drops to the
floor and lands in a crouch. Wen he | ooks up his eyes are
gl ow ng a deep red.

WIlliamholds the knife out in front of him Anger replaces
the fear on his face.

The creature charges.
WIlliamslashes with the knife. The bl ade opens a wound

across the creature's armwhich begins to heal alnost as
soon as it is nade.

The creature grabs the boy's wist. It shakes the knife out
of his hand.
Wlliamkicks at it as it lifts himoff of the floor. | t

|l eans its face toward the boy's neck.

A slot in the door drops open. Sonething zips through the
gap.



The creature shouts. It drops Wlliamas it claws at the
arrow sticking out of its back. It stunbles. Falls to the
floor.

As WIlliamwatches the creature ages years in seconds. |Its

skin dries. FIl akes off and turns to dust.
The door latch CLACKS. The door sw ngs open.
Fat her Zane enters.

FATHER ZANE
Learn to focus past your anger and
you may yet earn a pl ace.

| NT. FATHER ZANE' S CHAMBER -- NI GHT

Qut si de the wi ndow GUARDS carry torches across the top of
the perineter wall.

Inside WIlliamhuddles in a chair near a roaring fire. A
bl anket | ays wrapped around his shoul ders. A cup of steam ng
liquid sits forgotten in his hands. He stares at the fl anes.

Across the room Father Zane is engaged in quiet conversation
wi th a massive man.

The man is SIR DAVID WELLS, 30's. He wears arnor so polished
it looks like silver. On his chest plate is a synbol. A

bl ack cross backed by two red swords crossed at the bl ades.
He is a Knight of the Dark Cross.

FATHER ZANE
There is nore to this than you know,
Sir Davi d.

SI R DAVI D
The boy is not even of noble bl ood.
Wil

[liamjunps to his feet. H's cup clatters to the stone
flo

I
or. Spills its contents.

W LLI AM
| f you are an exanple of noble bl ood
then I amglad to have none.

Sir David stares at him Col d. Hard. WIIliam doesn't
flinch. After a nonment Sir David grins. He strides over.
Takes a seat near the fire.



SI R DAVI D
Sit please, WIIliam

The boy returns to his chair.

SI R DAVI D
Fi ve hundred years ago The Hoard
appeared. Not long after, The O der
was formed and the first generation
of the Knights of the Dark Cross
began their training.

He | eans back in his chair. Gves WIlliama good | ook at
his chest plate and its synbol .

SI R DAVI D
You now have the opportunity to join
our ranks. Keep your nouth shut and
listen to what these nmen woul d teach
you.

DI SSOLVE
TO

| NT. CLASSROOM -- DAY

A group of thirty preteen BOYS sit in a semcircle on a stone
floor. A MONK stands at the front of the room

The Monk says a short phrase in English. The boys repeat
the phrase in French.

A twelve year old WIlliamstares dream |y out the w ndow
I nst ead.

The Monk takes noti ce.
MONK
(French subtitl ed)
Stand up WIliam
The boy | ooks startled. After a nonent he stands.
The Monk switches to English.
MONK
How many chapters in the book of
Revel ati on?

W LLI AM
Twenty-two, sir.
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MONK
Incorrect. There is an additional
chapter that has been held in trust
by The Order for hundreds of years.

The Monk steps forward. He stands directly in front of
WIliam

MONK
Christ instructed his disciples to
collect his blood after he was
crucified. Twenty swords and twenty
crosses were to be forged with drops
of H's blood in the netal.

He pulls a palmsized vial fromthe folds of his robe. Holds
it up.

MONK
The remai ning bl ood was to be m xed
with holy water.

The Monk nmotions to the cl ass.

MONK
How many students in this roon?

W LLI AM
Thirty.

The Monk strides back to the front of the room

MONK
Each generati on The Kni ghts may nunber
only twenty. Regardless of your
famly lines you belong to The Order
now. Ten of you will |ive out your
days on the work farns.

He eyes WIliam

MONK
It is in your best interest to give
your teachers your undivi ded
attention.

DI SSOLVE
TO
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EXT. TRAI NI NG AREA -- DAY

A group of twenty-four teen ages BOYS stand in pairs facing
each other. Each is clad in thick |leather arnor. They hold
wooden swor ds.

A MONK stands on a raised platformto one side. Sir David
is beside him

MONK
Today begins the final phase of your
training. Six of you have already
returned to the farnms. Before we
are through four nore will follow

The Monk cl aps tw ce.

MONK
Begi n.

The boys square off. Each against the one across from him
Sir David takes notice of a now fifteen year old WIIliam
Wl liamexpertly parries the attacks of his Opponent. He
defeats him al nost as soon as their battle has begun.

The Monk cl aps agai n.

MONK
Swi t ch.

Wlliams line shifts. The boys weave around each other
until they all face a new opponent.

The Monks cl aps again. The nock battles begin anew.

SI R DAVI D
Shoul d have |istened to Zane.

A strikingly beautiful girl enters the training area. She
is MARY SCOTITS, 14. She carries a bucket of water which she
sits on a table near the Monk's platform

Wl liam stops his Opponent's attack. He pushes the boy hard
sendi ng hi m stunbling back several feet.

WIlliam | ooks at Mary. Their eyes neet. WIlliamis
captivated by her.

WIlliam s opponent CHARGES into frane. He slans into WIliam
Wlliamfalls flat.
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Mary gi ggl es behind her hand.
WIlliam s Opponent glances at Mary. Looks back at WIlIliam

OPPONENT
Nobl e bl ood nust stay pure ny friend.

Wl liam | ooks up at him

W LLI AM
And so it shall

EXT. TRAI NI NG AREA -- LATER
The sun is setting.

Everyone except for Wlliamis gone. He is busy placing the
wooden swords into a canvas sack

SIR DAVID (O S.)
On your guard.

Wlliamturns. He sees the knight several feet away with a
wooden sword in his hand. WIlliamgrins. He pulls a sword
fromthe sack

The two face off. WIliamattacks with great skill. Sir
David bl ocks the blows with little effort.

The kni ght fakes left and WIlliamtakes the bait. Sir David
spins low. He kicks Wlliams legs out fromunder him The
boy | ands hard on his back. Before he can recover, Sir David
has the point of his sword to Wllians throat.

SI R DAVI D
Still need to work on sone things.

He noves the sword. Helps Wlliamto his feet.

SI R DAVI D
Each generation a new | eader nust be
honed. Prove yourself in training
and in battle and that person may be
you.

EXT. LAKE -- DAY

Wl liam stands on a rock near the shore. Sir David, dressed
wi t hout arnor, faces himfrom another rock. They are again
armed wi th wooden swords.
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SIR DAVID (V.Q)
They are mankind's first test before
t he Second Com ng.

They engage. Sword blows are thrown and bl ocked as the two
nmove fromrock to rock with acrobatic skill.

SIR DAVID (V.Q)
We are all that stands in their way.

WIlliamleaps to another rock. He |ooses his footing.
Tunbl es into the water.

EXT. TRAI NI NG AREA -- DAY

Wlliamand Sir David stand side by side. They nove through
a Tai - Chi exercise.

SIR DAVID (V.Q)
Forget the | egends which you have
heard. .. They do not change
shape. .. They do not fly.

EXT. WOODS -- DAY

Teacher and student are engaged with bl ades of steel. Their
sword fight is mxed with the kicks and punches of the marti al
arts.

SIR DAVID (V.Q)
They are fast. They are strong, and

they will kill you the first chance
that they get. That is all you need
r emenber .

Wl liamfakes high. He goes low Kicks Sir David off his
feet. He ends with his blade at his teacher's throat. After
a nonment, the surprise on Sir David's face is replaced by a
broad smle. WIlliamhelps himto his feet.

I NT. CHURCH -- DAY

An ornate stone structure with lots of stained glass. WIIiam
and Sir David stand near the altar. Their appearance shows
that several years of training have passed.

SI R DAVI D
You have progressed beyond ny greatest
expectations, yet there is nore to
know.
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He reaches into a satchel which lays on the altar. He renoves
a dagger with a black blade. The bl ack handl e and fi nger
guard conplete the | ook of the dark cross.

SI R DAVI D
When you take ny place one of these
shall fall under your care.

Wl liam picks up the dagger. He turns it over in his hands.
Studies it.

W LLI AM
It's purpose?

SI R DAVI D
If a current or former |eader is
turned by The Hoard, their counter
part will use their blade to free
them fromthe curse.

Wlliamlooks at him Sir David taps his own chest.

| NT. DI NI NG HALL -- AFTERNOON

The Boys line both sides of a long table. Several Monks are
at another table at the front of the room All are eating a
nodest neal .

Several SERVANTS shuffle around the tables serving food and
drink. Mary is anong them

Mary stops next to Wlliam She pours water into his cup.

MARY
(to near by Servant)
Perhaps 1'Il take a wal k tonight.

The east woods are very peaceful.
Mary brushes gently against WIlliams back as she wal ks away.
The Boy next to WIlliamlooks over. Gins know ngly.
EXT. WOODS -- N GHT

The night is cloudless. A crescent of noon hangs anong the
brilliant stars.

Mary stands on the bank of a large | ake. She stares out
over the water.

Wlliamslips up behind her. He stops a few feet away.
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MARY
Beautiful don't you think?

WIlliam | ooks startl ed.

Mary turns to him She smles. Their eyes neet. Sparks
fly between them

W LLI AM
Al ways, Mary.

She steps forward. They hold each other tightly.
Mary begins to cry. WIIliamkisses the top of her head.

MARY
The Order will never allow a servant
to wed a knight.

WIlliamtakes her face in his hands. He gently turns her
face up to his.

W LLI AM
Leave with me.

She shakes her head.

MARY
They woul d never | et us go.

W LLI AM
Then | -

She silences himwith a kiss. The passion builds as they
continue to kiss.

Still locked in an enbrace they sink toward the ground.
EXT. WOODS -- LATER

The I overs sleep in a peaceful enbrace on top of their
cl ot hes.

A bell TOLLS in the distance.

WIlliambegins to stir. The tolls increase in speed.
WIlliam s eyes pop open.

W LLI AM
God hel p us.
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He shakes Mary awake.

W LLI AM
Get dressed and hi de.

MARY
VWhat is wong?

W LLI AM
The nonastery is under attack

Mary sits up. She grabs Wlliams arm

MARY
The kni ght s-

W LLI AM
Are patrolling to the south. Only
Sir David remains behind.

Wlliamthrows his clothes on. Runs toward the sound of the
bel | .

EXT. MONASTERY -- N GHT

WIlliamsprints out of the woods. He slides to a stop. He
sees a group of around twenty MEN attacking the nonastery.
They are |l ead by a MAN on hor seback.

As WIlIliamwatches he sees Sir David go down before one of
t he Men.

WIlliamruns toward t hem

FROM THE MONASTERY WALL

a volley of burning arrows flies toward the Men. The arrows
rain down on them Several Men are hit. They how and hiss
as their clothing catches fire.

ON THE WALL

t he ARCHES r el oad.

A BURNI NG MAN

runs wild. Blinded by the flanmes he charges toward WIlIliam

Wl liamknocks himoff of his feet. He grabs a sword from
the Man's belt. Rans it into the Man's chest.
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Through the flames WIIliam sees fangs protruding fromthe
Man's nouth. WIIliamlooks toward the others. Rage masks
his face. He charges.

| NT. STABLE -- N GHT

The horses stonp. Westle against the confines of their
stalls.

A BOY stands near the stable doors. He strokes the neck of
a large horse which pulls at the reigns the boy grips.

BOY
Easy. .. easy.

A FI GURE appears in the shadows beyond the door. The boy
reaches for a sword sheathed at his side.

Light finds the Figure's face. The Boy rel axes sonmewhat at
t he sight of an approachi ng MONK

MONK
We nust be swift.

The Monk enters the stable. He leads a G RL no nore than
ei ght years old by the hand.

The Boy nounts the horse. The Monk hel ps the child up behind
hi m
MONK

Take her to Duke Ednund. Stop for

not hi ng.
The Boy nods. Spurs the horse through the stable doors.
EXT. MONASTERY -- N GHT
THE ARCHERS

fire a second volley. Their targets are too close. The
arrows rain down behind the Men

THE MAN

on horseback stops near the base of the wall. He turns to
face his Men. He is PH LLIP REYNCLDS, second only to the
Vanpi re King.

PH LLI P
Over the wal l!
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The Men leap on to the wall. They begin to clinb the sheer
stone surface barehanded.

THE ARCHERS

fire dowmm at them The angle is too great. The arrows pass
behi nd the Men.

W LLI AM

m sses a fiery death by inches as he rushes up. Flamng
arrows pelt the ground around him

He chops at the legs of the Man closest to him The sword
connects. A wound gaps in the Man's leg. It begins to heal
seconds | ater.

The Man turns his dark red eyes on Wlliam He |eaps at
hi m

Wl liam spins out of the way. The Man | ands behind him
Lunges.

WIlliamcounter attacks. Kills the Vanpire with a sword
thrust through the chest. The Man falls to the ground. His
fl esh begins to age and dry.

A duo leaps fromthe wall. They |and on either side of
WIIliam

The creatures attack with i nhuman speed. WIIliamworks his
sword with expert skill. The creatures crunble to the ground.
ON THE WALL

the Archers abandon their bows. They draw swords. W see
that they are the Boys in training with WIIliam

The remai ning Men reach the top of the wall. They draw their
weapons. Engage the boys.

ON THE GROUND

Phillip spots Wlliam He sees the remains of his Men strewn
about. He draws a broad sword. Spurs his horse toward
WIIliam

WIIliam stands ready.

Phillip charges up. He arcs his sword at WIllianm s head.
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Wl liamducks the attack. He chops the horse across its
front |egs.

Its | egs destroyed the horse crashes to the ground.

Phillip is thrown head first fromthe saddle. He flips in
the air. Lands on his feet ready for battle.

PH LLI P
Under estimated you, boy. Wn't
happen agai n.

Phillip attacks.

WIlliamcounters with skill and precision but his noves are
strictly defensive. The vanpire's strength and speed begin
to overtake his nortal foe.

The nonastery's gates burst open. Several of the Boys charge
out. Father Zane, carrying a cross, is with them

Phillip knocks Wlliamto the ground. He noves to finish
hi m
Mary flies into frame. She lands on Phillip's back. O aws

at his eyes.
Wlliamrolls to his feet.

Phillip reaches over his shoulder. He grabs a handful of
Mary's clothing. Flings her at WIliam

She slans against Wlliam They crash to the ground in a
heap.

Phillip sees that the group is al nbst upon him An upward
gl ance and he sees that his Men are near defeat. He |ooks
down at a dazed WIIliam

PH LLI P
Fear the night, boy.

Phillip runs toward the woods with anazi ng speed. |In seconds
he is gone.

The group reaches WIlliamand Mary. They hel p the hapl ess
duo to their feet. Cheer and clap WIliamon his back.

In the background Sir David bites back screanms as a Mnk
drips holy water on his neck wounds. Snoke rises fromthe
bite marks.
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WIlliamnoves toward his nentor.

FATHER ZANE
Don't worry. Hi s wounds can be
cl eansed.

Fat her Zane steps forward.

FATHER ZANE
As you know the king of the vanpire
hoard has yet to be identified.

He gestures toward the woods.

FATHER ZANE
The creature you so bravely faced is
the nost likely candidate. As |eader
of The Order | am prepared to grant
you one wi sh for your gallantry. If
it iswthin m power, it is yours.

WIlliam | ooks at Mary.

W LLI AM
| have but one desire, kind sir.

DI SSOLVE
TO

EXT. VILLAGE -- DAY

The village is a bustle of activity. MEN are busy fortifying
crude defenses of wooden barricades and sharpened stakes
around the village perineter.

WOVEN are gathered in the village square preparing food.

Al'l carry | ooks of grimdeterm nation.

Cl ose on a small house near the village square.

| NT. HOUSE -- DAY

WIlliamand Mary, nowin their twenties, stand in a tight
enbrace. Their six year old son, WLLIAM JOSEPH JAMES, sits
on the floor near by playing with crudely carved wooden
sol di ers.

MARY
Must you go?
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W LLI AM
| lead the knights.

MARY
It is a small canpaign. Sir Jericho
is nore than ready to-

He ki sses her passionately.

W LLI AM
You and WIlliam Joseph will be safe
here. | shall return before you

even realize that | was gone.

He holds up his hand. Wapped around his fingers is a short
gold chain. On the chain is a crucifix.

W LLI AM
Wear this. It will keep you safe.

MARY
They only offer protection if they
contain the blood of Christ.

W LLI AM
Then wear it to rem nd you how deeply
| care for you

Anot her kiss. They hug tight. Look deep into each other's
eyes.

WIlliamrel eases her. He wal ks to a table near the stone
heart h.

W LLI AM
Wl liam Joseph..If you pl ease, sir.

The boy junps to his feet. Rushes to his father.

WIlliamrai ses a wooden sword fromthe table. He holds it
as if it were an ancient talisman just uneart hed.

W LLI AM
Wth this sword | trained to becone
a Knight of the Dark Cross.

He holds it handle first toward the boy.
W LLI AM

Now | pass it on to you.
( MORE)
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W LLI AM ( CONT' D)
Stand ready to defend your nother
wi th courage and honor.

Wth a |l ook of awe the boy takes the sword. He swings it in
clunmsy arcs at an inmagi nary foe.

WIlliam steps back. He narrowWy m sses taking a shot to the
groin.

W LLI AM
You nove |li ke a seasoned warri or.

He picks the boy up. Hugs him
EXT. COURT YARD -- DAY

Two rows of KNI GHTS on horseback are gathered. WIlliamsits
on his horse facing them Al wear the arnor of The Knights
of the Dark Cross.

W LLI AM
W ride east. A small contingent of
the King's arny has sent word that
they are in need of our help. N ght
will fall before we can reach them

WIlliamdraws his sword. The steel blade has an orange-red
tint. He holds the sword over his head point toward the
sky.

W LLI AM
Are you ready?

KNI GHTS
Ready!

W LLI AM
Are you ready?

KNI GHTS

(1 ouder)

Ready!
Wl liamspurs his horse. Rides toward the court yard gates.

W LLI AM
For the cross!
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EXT. BATTLE FIELD -- N GHT
The battle field is hell on Earth. Arnor clad bodies litter
the ground. Bonfires cast a yell ow orange gl ow on the
writhi ng wounded.
In the distance a group of KNI GHTS in bl ood sneared ar nor
engages its eneny. The knights do battle with several unarned
PEOPLE in bl oody, dirty clothing.
The people take the Knight's sword blows with little effect.
Kni ghts are being ripped linb fromlinb and tossed asi de.
Cl ose on the battle.

One Man turns his blood-red eyes toward a chargi ng kni ght.
Bares his fangs. Hi sses a war cry.

Vanpi res.

One of the few remaining Knights raises the face shield of
hi s hel net exposing a | ook of sheer terror.

KNI GHT
Retr eat.

The Kni ghts di sengage. They run toward a church on the far
end of the bloody field. Several are mauled by the nonsters
before they can even take a step.

Thunder rolls froma near by hill. A glow begins to reach
its crest.

The Kni ghts change their direction. Head for the hill.

The Knights of the Dark Cross crest the hill. The glowis
fromthe torch each carries. The sound of thunder is the
hooves of their nounts.

Wlliamrides in the lead. H's face shows a battle weary

| ook of determ nation. He draws his sword. Waves it above
his head as he leads his knights into battle.

EXT. VILLAGE -- N CHT

A horse and RIDER gallop toward the vill age.

Several Men crouch behind a barricade which bl ocks the road.
They | ook frightened and wary.
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As the rider gets closer, they see that it is WIlIliam w apped
in a black cl oak.

The Men cheer. Pull the barricade aside to allow himto
pass.

Wlliamreigns in his mount in front of his house. He junps
to the ground al nost before the horse can fully stop.

The door to the house is swept open. The firelight from
Wi thin silhouettes the figures of Mary and WIIiam Joseph.

They rush to greet himas he strides toward the door. Hugs
and ki sses are exchanged. Then they each grab one of
WIlliam s hands and | ead hi mi nside.

EXT. BATTLE FI ELD -- N GHT

Wl liamand his nen have engaged the Vanpires. The knights
attack with torches and swords.

Wl liam sees one of his nen go down with a vanp on his back
Wlliamthrows his torch hitting the vanp as it noves to
bite the stunned knight.

The creature's clothing bursts into flames. It hows in
rage and pain as it is killed by another knight.

| NT. HOUSE -- NI GHT

Mary and Wl Iliam Joseph pull WIlliamtoward the table and
chairs near the fire. My smles as she pulls out a chair
for him The smle quickly fades as her eyes catch a glinpse
of the shadows on the wall.

There are only two.

Screans and shouts can be heard outside.

Mary turns. Standing before her is Phillip Reynolds. He
bares his fangs. G abs her.

EXT. BATTLE FIELD -- N GHT

The Vanpires are retreating. They rush off into the night
| eaving blood cold cries in their wake.

WIlliam bleeding froma wound to his cheek, and his nen
heave a cry of victory after them
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EXT. VILLAGE -- DAY

Wlliamruns his horse toward the village. A colum of thick
snoke rises fromthe village square.

WIlliamreaches the fire. He reigns in his horse. He sees
several MEN standing beside a pile of burning bodies.

Wlliamturns. He sees that the door to his house is w de
open. He junps to the ground. Runs to the door.

One of the Men near the fire follows him

MAN
We tried...there were just too many.

Wl liamdoesn't acknow edge the Man. He rushes inside.
| NT. HOUSE -- DAY
Wlliamenters. He stops dead in his tracks.

Two bodies lay on the floor. Their heads are mssing. The
bodies are so nutilated that they hardly resenble human form

WIlliamlooks up. He sees a nessage clawed into the wall.
It reads: FEAR THE NI GHT, BOY.

WIlliamcoll apses to his knees. H's hand finds Mary's
crucifix on the floor. He picks it up. He sobs.

EXT. VILLAGE -- LATER

Wl liam stands beside the burning pile of bodies. Two have
been added. The clothing is recognizable as that which
adorned the bodies in his house. WIlliamstares at the

fl anmes.

DI SSOLVE
TO

| NT. DUKE EDMUND BANQUET HALL -- DUSK
The Duke paces the front of the room He |ooks anxious.

SERVANTS are busy decorating the room Ohers arrange tables
and chairs.

A Servant enters. She carries an ornate center piece to one
of the tables. A second Servant lifts a chair. They collide
as the man turns to set the chair aside.
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The center piece falls to the stone floor.

DUKE EDMUND
Wat ch yoursel ves | est you join that.

The roomfalls silent. The Servants stand frozen under their
Lord's angry gaze.

DEI RDRE (O. S.)
Acci dents happen, Father.

The Duke turns. DElI RDRE BEAUFORT, 15, stands before him
DElI RDRE
(to Servants)
Pl ease continue. The Duke and |
shall |eave you to your work.
She takes the Duke by the arm Leads himtoward a door.
EXT. BALCONY -- DUSK

Deirdre |l eads her father to the railing. The bal cony | ooks
out over rolling hills and forest.

DEl RDRE
Your deneanor is not that of a noble
| eader.

DUKE EDMUND

| want tonorrow to be perfect.

DEI RDRE
It is only ny birthday.

DUKE EDMJUND
Only...Wen the sun rises you wll
be sixteen.. A wonan..Such an occasi on
comes but once.

He faces her.

DUKE EDMJUND
Soon after you shall be wed and...you
shal | | eave.

DEl RDRE

| will be marri ed. Not dead.
( MORE)
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DEI RDRE ( CONT' D)
Besides, if Charles is half the pig
his father is, | shall be spending
nmore of ny tinme wandering ny father's
hall s than he m ght w sh.

The Duke pulls her close. They hug.

DUKE EDMUND
It is hard for a man to see his child
gr own.

DEl RDRE
Especially when that man is hard
headed.

She | ooks up at him Smles.

DEI RDRE
It grows late. You need to rest.
Let the servants performtheir tasks
i n peace.

DUKE EDMJUND
Perhaps | should retire.

He kisses her on the forehead. He steps out of their enbrace.
DUKE EDMUND
Don't spend all night wandering the
halls. The young need rest too.

DEl RDRE
| will be in bed on tine...Daddy.

He smles at her. Wl ks inside.

EXT. STONEHENGE -- N GHT

A ground level mst rolls anong the stones.
| NT. CATACOMBS MAI N CHAMBER -- NI GHT

A cave like chanber. The purple glow emanates fromthe walls.
Several corridors lead off fromthis area.

Phillip clings to one wall. He |ooks at rest.

Sounds of frightened PEOPLE m xed with hisses and grow s
fromone of the corridors. The sounds grow cl oser
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Phillip opens his eyes. He drops to the floor.

Monments |ater a group of Vanpires herd several dozen VILLAGERS
into the chanber. The Villagers are pushed and prodded to

the center of the roomwhere the red eyed creatures surround
them The Villagers huddle together in fear.

Phillip strides over to them He smles as he surveys the
frightened group.

PH LLI P
Perf ect.

A Figure drops fromthe ceiling behind Phillip. Conmes up to
him He is R CHARD BANDERS. The Vanpire King.

Rl CHARD
Dependabl e as al ways ol d friend.

Ri chard steps closer to his circled m nions.

Rl CHARD
Enj oy.

The Vanpires rush the group. They attack w thout nercy. No
Villager is spared. Men, wonen, and children alike fall in
t he sl aughter.

Richard turns to Phillip.

Rl CHARD
Return what is left to the vill age.
Bring me the girl.

PHI LLI P
(nods)
Yes, My Lord.
EXT. DUKE EDMUND S CASTLE -- N GHT
The castle is seen fromabove. W circle slowy. Then swoop
down into the courtyard. Past a half sleeping GUARD and
into the
ENTRY

headi ng up the stairs. Down another hallway where we stop
out si de a wooden door.

A pal e WOVAN energes fromthe darkness.
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| NT. DElI RDRE' S BEDCHAMBER -- NI GHT
The roomis ornately furnished.

Deirdre sits before a large mrror brushing her hair. She
wears a sl eevel ess ni ght gown.

On her shoulder there is a mark. A circle split by two
intersecting lines which resenble a cross.

Across the roomthe door opens. Slowy. Silently. The
pale Woman slips into the room C oses the door. Mlts
into the shadows unnoti ced.

Dei rdre continues brushing her |long hair.

The Wonman slides fromthe shadows. She is directly behind
Deirdre. Moving forward silently.

In the mrror Deirdre sees no one.
The Wbman is closer now Alnbst on top of the girl.

Dei rdre pauses in her brushing. Cocks her head to the side
She shivers as with a slight chill. Turns.

Deirdre's eyes widen in fear as she sees the pale figure.
The Wonman hi sses. Mves in on Deirdre.

| NT. HALLVWAY -- NI GHT

Deirdre's screamrips through the night.

A door is flung open at the far end of the hall. Firelight
fl oods the hall as Duke Ednund rushes through the doorway.
He thunders down the hall and through a door.

| NT. DEI RDRE' S BEDCHAMBER - - NI GHT

He slides to a stop.

The roomis a shanbles. The mrror is shattered. Mst of
t he candl es have been knocked over. The curtains have been
torn down exposing the shattered stained gl ass beyond.

Several candles sit near the window Their wavering gl ow
illumnates a single word clawed into the stone wall.

OURS.
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| NT. MONASTERY -- DAY

WIlliam a scar on his cheek, sits in the front row of church
pews. No one else is present.

WIlliam stares at the candles burning below the alter. He
wears Mary's crucifix which he rubs in an absent m nded
manner .

The door opens. Three SOLDI ERS enter. They stride over to
WIlliamwho continues to stare at the candl es.

SCLD ER 1
Sir WIliam Duke Ednmund requests to
speak with you

W LLI AM
He knows where to find ne.

SOLD ER 1
Yes, sir. He is here now.

WIlliam |l ooks at Soldier 1

W LLI AM
(sarcastic)
To what do | owe this honor?

SOLDI ER 1
Per haps you shoul d ask him

| NT. MONASTERY LI BRARY -- DAY
Wlliamenters foll owed by the Sol diers.

An OLD MONK is mlling about a stack of books at a table
near the door.

Duke Edmund sits at a table near the windows. Sunlight falls
across his face accenting the dark circles under his eyes.

He | ooks |i ke he has not slept in years. He stands as the
nmen enter.

DUKE EDMJUND
Sir WIlliam please sit.

WIlliamtakes a seat across fromthe Duke.
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DUKE EDMUND
(sits)
| need your assistance in a matter
of grave inportance.

W LLI AM
Concer ni ng?

DUKE EDMUND
Last night ny daughter was taken...By
t hem

W LLI AM

Then she is beyond hel p.

DUKE EDMUND
No. She cannot be.

WIlliamstares at the Duke for several seconds. Then he
| ooks out of the w ndow.

W LLI AM
| have taken a | eave of the knights.
They are best suited to this
si tuation.

DUKE EDMJUND
It was ny nmen who saved you from The
Hoard when you were a boy. You owe
me your life.

WIIliam stands.

W LLI AM
Then | owe you that which is not
wort h havi ng.

WIlliam heads toward the door. Duke Ednmund noves around the
table. He stands in WIliams path.

DUKE EDMUND
Ride with me to the king. He respects
you, but he still holds old rivalries
hard against ne. He will listen to

you. To himIl am nothing nore than
a man who once angered his father.

WIlliamstares at him
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DUKE EDMUND
Damm it Wlliam She is nore than
just ny daughter. She bares the
mark. Don't you understand what
t hat neans?

W LLI AM
The nonks taught ne well.

DUKE EDMUND
You coul d have your revenge.

Wlliamturns away. He strides to the wi ndows. He | ooks
out. Rubs Mary's crucifix between his thunb and forefinger.
Then he strides toward the door.

W LLI AM
This is your problem now.

Unseen in the shadows of a bookcase, Sir David watches him
go.

EXT. TRAI NI NG AREA -- DAY

Wlliamis alone. He practices sword noves with angry
notions. The wooden bl ade cuts audibly through the air.

SIR DAVID (O S.)
On your guard.

Wlliamstops in md swwing. He |ooks over. Sir David |inps
toward him Tine and the battlefield have not been kind to
this man.

W LLI AM
| have no patients for nore visitors.

Sir David rai ses a wooden bl ade.

SI R DAVI D
How about a chal |l enger?

Sone of the anger seeps fromWIliams face. He |ooks around.

W LLI AM
| see no chall enge here.

SI R DAVI D
' mold..not dead.
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They engage. Despite his old wounds, Sir David is a
form dabl e opponent. He has |earned to work around the scars.

They talk as the battle continues.

SI R DAVI D
| overheard your neeting today.

W LLI AM
Then you al ready know ny deci si on.

Sir David blocks a shot. He bunps WIliamback with a
shoul der to the chest.

SIR DAVI D
It is an honor to | ead the Knights.

WIlliamrecovers. Cones back to the fray.

W LLI AM
| no |onger care for honor. | wll
not risk those nmen on ny personal
guest for vengeance.

SI R DAVI D
Sounds |i ke honor to ne.

Sir David flings the sword fromWIIliams hands. Points his
bl ade at the man's chest.

SI R DAVI D
The student is al nost the teacher.

Sir David tosses his sword asi de.

W LLI AM
Alnost? | let you wn.

SI R DAVI D

The king is young. He could easily
be mani pul at ed.

Sir David puts a hand on WIlliams shoul der.
SI R DAVI D
Convince himto allow you to ride
al one.

WIlliamadverts his eyes.



34.

W LLI AM
It could be done.

SI R DAVI D
Save the child first...take revenge
if the opportunity presents itself.

WIlliam|l ooks at him

W LLI AM
The Duke cannot have gotten far.

SI R DAVI D
You'll catch him

WIlliam heads off.

W LLI AM
| nform the nonks of ny m ssion.

I NT. FATHER ZANE' S CHAMBER -- DAY

Fat her Zane stares out the w ndow. He watches WIlliamride
out the main gate.

Sir David enters.

FATHER ZANE
Your power of persuasion is as strong
as ever.

SI R DAVI D
We shoul d have told him

Fat her Zane turns fromthe w ndow.

FATHER ZANE
He knows all that he nust.

SI R DAVI D
Sending himlike a lanb to the
sl aughter..No one can face The Hoard
al one.

FATHER ZANE
So it is witten. So it nust be.

Sir David | ooks distraught as he | eaves.

Fat her Zane turns back to the w ndow.
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FATHER ZANE
God's speed, Sir WIliam

EXT. KING S CASTLE -- DAY
A shot of a grand castle.
| NT. KING S THRONE ROOM - - DAY

WIliamand Duke Edmund stand at the base of the steps |eading
up to the throne.

KI NG HENRY VI sits on the throne. He | ooks bored.

KI NG HENRY
| f what you say is true, then the
kni ghts nust be garrisoned here. As
king | have been ordai ned by God.
cannot be left defenseless at such a
time as this.

DUKE EDMUND
My lord, |-

Wl liamputs his hand on the Duke's shoulder. Then he steps
forward

W LLI AM
My lord, Sir Jericho is a nore than
conpetent | eader. Sending ne would
show your people just how w se and
noble their new king truly is.

King Henry | eans forward.

KI NG HENRY
My respect for you extends only so
far. Do not assune that | wll stand
for insults.

Wl liam bows his head. Looks back at the King.

W LLI AM
| only wish to rem nd you that great
| eaders such as yourself | ook upon
their subjects as they would their
children. They nurture and protect
t hem

WIlliam steps forward.
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Allow ne to ride. The knights can
be garrisoned in the village to the
east to stand as a buffer between
you and the hoard should | fail.

KI NG HENRY
You know where they are to be found?

W LLI AM
There is a village east of Duke
Ednmund's | ands. A nerchant sent
word that everyone w thin has
di sappear ed.

The King | ooks thoughtful. He stands.
KI NG HENRY
Let it be known that | shall never
i gnore the needs of ny subjects.
You may ride, Sir WIliam

EXT. COURT YARD -- DAY

Wl liamand Duke Edmund wal k down the castl e steps.

Duke is beaming. WIlliamis poker faced.

DUKE EDMUND
Return with me to ny castle. | wll
assign ny best nen to acconpany you.

W LLI AM
| would prefer to ride al one.

DUKE EDMUND
Certainly you can see that this is
far too inportant to under take al one.

W LLI AM
| have no mnd to argue, but send no
more than two. | have no tinme to

worry about stragglers.
EXT. DUKE EDMUND S CASTLE -- N GHT
A shot of the Duke's castle.

EXT. CENTRAL GARDEN -- NI GHT

WIlliamand the Duke stand in an open topped central

The
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gar den.
St ai ned gl ass wi ndows peer fromthe surrounding walls.
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FATHER SAUL WALLACE, 20's, a boy in Priest's clothing,
approaches. He is acconpanied by two of the Sol diers who
fetched Wlliamfromthe nonastery. The Duke turns to them

DUKE EDMUND
Fat her Wall ace neet, Sir WIIliam
Janes.

The two shake hands. Father Wallace smles broadly. WIIliam
| ooks reserved.

W LLI AM
You have been sent by The Order?

FATHER WALLACE

Don't let me age fool ya. | am
ordained a Priest of the Dark Cross.

W LLI AM
Canpai gns?

FATHER WALLACE
This will be ny first.

W LLI AM
A boy priest and two castle
guards...Wth this | amto defeat
Satan's hoard.

Wlliamstrides toward an archway which |leads to the castle's
interior.

W LLI AM
Prepare yourselves. W ride at dawn.

On the roof a Figure noves unnoticed through the shadows.
EXT. STONEHENGE -- N GHT

Est abl i shing shot.

| NT. SMALL CHAMBER -- NI GHT

The chanber is lit by the soft purple gl ow

Dei rdre awakens on the stone floor. She tosses w de eyed
gl ances around. Sees no one.

She clinbs to her feet. She shivers. Hugs herself as her
breath begins to fromfog in the rapidly dropping tenperature.
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She shuffles to the chanber's crude doorway.
| NT. CORRIDOR -- N GHT
She steps into the corridor

The left half is |lit by the purple glow. The right half is
shrouded i n darkness.

She turns to the left. A sudden gust of w nd pushes her
back several steps. The wi nd drops off when she turns in
t he opposite direction.

Dei rdre makes her way down the dark half of the hall. She
cones to a T and st ops.

The hall to the left is lit by a fire at the far end. The
right side is dark

She takes a tentative step to the right. A Vanpire drops
fromthe ceiling. It blocks her path. Hisses.

The Vanpire steps forward.

Deirdre takes a step back. She stunbles on her own feet.
Fal | s.

The creature hisses. Reaches toward her.
Deirdre crab-wal ks back fromthe red eyed beast.
The Vanpire stops. Pulls back into the darkness.
Deirdre scranbles to her feet. Heads toward the firelight.
I NT. PH LLIP'S CHAMBER -- NI GHT
The chanber is lit by a fire which burns in the m ddl e of
the floor. The snoke is carried through the ceiling by a
met al hood and pipe. Two high backed chairs face the fire.
Deirdre enters.
She | ooks with fear at the flitting shadows around her. She
pull s the bl anket protectively around her neck. Walks slowy
toward the fire.

PH LLIP (O S.)

You nust be cold. Cone..warm
yoursel f.
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Deirdre junps. She sees Phillip sitting in one of the chairs.
Hi s pale face and dark eyes are exposed by the fl anes.

He notions toward the other chair. Deirdre doesn't nobve.
Only stares at him

The man's eyes take on a bluish tinge. He |ooks into her
eyes.

PHI LLI P
Sit.

W de eyed Deirdre noves across the room Sits down.
The man's eyes return to their former color.

Deirdre blinks. Shakes her head as if trying to wake up.

PH LLI P
My nane is Phillip Reynalds. | wll
be your host during your stay.
DEI RDRE
| do not renenber being invited.
PH LLI P
Despite your fear you show fire.
You'l | make an excellent bride.
DEI RDRE
One day.
PH LLI P

Consi der this your invitation.
Deirdre stares at him

DEl RDRE
Consider the invitation refused.

PH LLI P
Refusal s can have their price. You
will give yourself, or when the noon
goes dark you will conme to your end.

Phillip | ooks at the ceiling.
PH LLI P

Take her back until she is called
for.
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A VAWPI RE drops fromthe ceiling. It grabs the girl and
pulls her to her feet. It drags her fromthe roomas she
struggl es against its grasp.

| NT. CATACOVBS MAI N CHAMBER -- NI GHT

Phillip strides in. He sees R chard feasting on a Wnan.
The Wbnman is alive, barely. She npans weakly as Richard
sucks bl ood through a vein in her leg. R chard offers the
let to Phillip who shakes his head.

Rl CHARD

Everything is arranged?
PH LLI P

Yes, My Lord, but what of the Knights?
Rl CHARD

M/ spy reports that only one is

coni ng.

Richard slaps at a Vanpire as it attenpts to partake of his
snack.

Rl CHARD
Sir WIliam Janes.

Phillip' s eyes narrow
Rl CHARD

H s efforts will be for not.

PHI LLI P
My Lord, |-

Ri chard stands, kicking the Woman aside in the process.

Rl CHARD
Do not deviate fromny plan.

Phillip stalks fromthe room

EXT. WOODS -- N GHT

A group of eight Vanpires feast on a Man in a snall clearing.
Phillip steps fromthe wood Iine.

The Vanpires stop feeding. They stand |ike soldiers at
attention.
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PHI LLI P
Good hunt. You have | earned wel |.

He nobves over. Stands before them

PH LLI P
Ri chard' s woul d be | eadershi p grows
weaker with each passing
monment ... Return to the cataconbs and
await ny call to action.

The Vanpires nove off.
EXT. ROAD -- DAY
WIlliamand his band ride down a narrow dirt trail.

The road di sappears into thick forest. A tent has been
erected near the road.

Several MEN in tarnished arnor | ounge around a small canpfire.
Anot her stands in the road near the tree |ine | ooking bored.

WIlliam s group approaches. WIlIliamwears a dark cloak which
conceal s his arnor.

WIlliaml|ooks down at the Men near the fire as he passes
them They | ook back with curiosity but stay on the ground.
Wlliamturns to Father Wall ace.

W LLI AM
(soft)
Hi red swords.

FATHER WALLACE

What ?

W LLI AM
These nen fly no crest. Let nme do
t he tal ki ng.

WIlliamfaces the Man in the road. The Man raises his hand
for themto halt. WIIliamand his group conply.

W LLI AM
W ride in the nanme of Duke Ednund
of Sonerset. Let us pass.

The Man answers Wlliamin German. He points back the way
t hey cane.



42.

W LLI AM
Prepare to ride.

Wl liam edges his hand toward his sword.

W LLI AM
There will be no talking to these
men.. | never paid enough attention

in ny |anguage cl asses.

FATHER WALLACE
(German subtitled)
This man is a Knight of the Dark
Cross. Qur business is ordained.
Pl ease step asi de.

WIlliam |l ooks at the priest as if seeing himfor the first
tine.

MAN
(German subtitl ed)
In the name of King Henry the sixth
only one man nmay pass. You bare not
hi s mar ki ngs.

Behi nd themthe other Men stand. Move toward the edge of
t he road.

Fat her Wall ace turns to WIliam

FATHER WALLACE
Show t hem yer arnor.

Wl liamdisnmounts. The Man reaches for his sword.
FATHER WALLACE
(German subtitl ed)
Stay your hand.
The Man keeps his hand on the weapon but doesn't draw it.
Wl liamparts his cloak.

The Man's eyes widen with surprise and awe. He |ooks at his
conrades. Speaks to them quickly.

The Men cheer.

FATHER WALLACE
| think they |ike ya.
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The Man steps aside. Waves for themto pass.
EXT. CHURCH RUI NS -- DUSK

WIlliam s group conmes upon the ruins of a small church as
they ride through the deep woods. The roof and one of the
stone walls are collapsed inward. The rotting wood doors
hang haphazardly fromrusted hinges.

Fat her Wal |l ace spies the ruins. He steers his horse toward
t hem

Wlliamturns his nount. He follows his conpanion.

W LLI AM
VWhat do you want with this nmess?

Fat her Wal | ace di snbunts. He reaches into his saddl e bag.
He renoves a netal cross which has the sanme orange-red tint
as Wlliams sword blade. He pulls out a vial. Walks over
to the ruins.

Fat her Wal |l ace enters the ruins through the collapsed wall.
He wal ks to each corner of the room Pours sone liquid from
the vial in each as he goes.

He noves to the center of the room Holds the cross at chest
| evel as he chants a quick prayer in Latin.

Wlliamsmrks as the priest conpletes his ritual

W LLI AM
Wiy do you bother? |[If you pray like
you ride that won't help.

Fat her Wal |l ace steps out of the ruins. He heads back toward
hi s horse.

FATHER WALLACE
| can assure ya that | pray nuch
better. Besides ya never |eave
hal | owed ground in such a state.
God wouldn't like that.

W LLI AM
God doesn't give a goat's crusted
arse what happens down here.

Fat her Wal |l ace carefully places the cross and vial back into
his saddle bag. Then clinbs into the saddle.
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FATHER WALLACE
Ya don't believe prayers hel p?

W LLI AM
| have seen far too nmany nen die
with a prayer on their I|ips.

Fat her Wal | ace adverts his gaze fromWIliams

FATHER WALLACE
Ya enter this holy war with no faith
and ya' ve already | ost.

WIlliam | ooks back at the road ahead.

W LLI AM
This war is anything but holy. You
pray all you want. Just don't expect
much in return.

Wlliamturns to the Sol diers

W LLI AM
Sun will set soon. W'IIl canp here
for the night. One man watches by
my hour gl ass.

I NT. SMALL CHAMBER -- NI GHT

Just outside the entrance a Vanpire | aps blood froma bow .
Crouched like a feeding animal it fails to notice Deirdre
slip down the corridor.

I NT. RICHARD S CHAMBER -- N GHT

The large chanmber is lit only by the purple glow. Stone
col umms | eave pool s of shadow.

Richard sits cross-legged in the mddle of the floor. A
| eat her bound book |ays open in front of him Eyes cl osed
his |ips nove as he chants softly.

Deirdre noves silently into the chanber. She hides behind a
colum. Peeks around it at the Vanpire King.

An orb of white light fornms near the ceiling. It noves down
toward Richard. The orb is intercepted by a bolt of purple
[ ight which shoots fromthe chanber wall. The forces collide.

Di ssipate in a flash.
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Ri chard slunps forward. Exhausted. He takes a few deep
breaths. Then he sniffs the air.

In an incredible nove he leaps fromthe floor. He |ands
beside Deirdre. G abs her.

Rl CHARD
Wiy have you cone here?

H s eyes glow with the same Iight as the walls.
Deirdre tries to speak. Her |ips nove soundl essly.
The glow fades fromhis eyes. He releases her. Turns away.
Rl CHARD
:tahf my greatest regret...This that

Deirdre reaches out. She touches his hand.

DElI RDRE
You coul d change this.

He pulls his hand away.

Rl CHARD
To go agai nst the darkness wi thout
first being redeened woul d condemm
my soul to hell...I have had ny fil
of that.

He stal ks back toward the center of the chanber.

Rl CHARD
Best you return to your room

Deirdre hesitates.

RI CHARD
Now.

A Vanpire enters. It takes her by the arm As it |eads her
out, she casts a sad gl ance back at Richard.

Ri chard crouches. He renpbves a stone fromthe floor. He
puts the book in the space underneath. Replaces the stone.

PH LLIP (O S.)
My Lord.
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Richard junps up. He turns. Phillip stands in the doorway.
Ri chard | ooks unconfort abl e.

Rl CHARD
Al is prepared?
PH LLI P
They will reach the mansion by next

light.
Phillip strides toward him

PHI LLI P
Wth all due respect, | fail to see
why he is allowed to |ive.

Rl CHARD
| grow weary of your questions.
Carry out ny orders, or nmake way for
soneone who wl | .

Phillip turns on his heel. Stornms fromthe chanber.
EXT. CHURCH RUINS -- N GHT

Sol dier 2 stands guard. The others sleep near a | arge
canpfire.

FEMALE VO CE (O.S.)
Hey | over.

Soldier 2 turns toward the sound. He sees fleeting novenent
in the woods.

A brief glinpse of white cl othing.

A set of glow ng blue eyes stares out of the darkness.
Sol dier 2's face goes slack. He noves toward the eyes.

EXT. WOODS -- N GHT

Soldier 2 slips through a thick stand of trees. He cones to
a cl earing.

Across the clearing he sees a WOMAN wearing a white night
gown. Her glow ng blue eyes neet his.

WOVAN
Cone here | over

Sol di er 2 npbves toward her
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She slides her gown off her shoulders. Lets it fall to the
ground. She sniles as he reaches for her.

SOLDI ER 2
Beauti f ul .

The Wbnman's eyes turn dark red. She lunges forward. G abs
hi m by the throat.

EXT. CHURCH RU NS -- NI GHT

Sonmeone noves toward the sleeping nen. A sword point is
pressed against WIlliam s chest.

WIlliamnoves with cat |ike speed. He slaps the bl ade away.
Pushes his attacker back with an upward thrust of his feet.
He junps up. Draws his sword.

He finds hinself facing a frightened THI EF. Barely out of
his teens his wi de eyes stare fromhis dirt sneared face.

WIlliamnpves to attack as Father Wallace and Sol dier 1 make
it to their feet.

JAMES (O . S.)
Wul dn't do that.

WIlliam stops. He glances around. A gang of nine THI EVES
stand at the edge of the firelight. They forma half circle
with their quarry between them and the ruins.

The frightened Thief joins his friends.

The man who spoke steps forward. He is JAVMES BLACKWELL
30's, life hardened thief. He fixes Wlliamwith a hard
stare.

JAMES
Pl ace anything of val ue near the
fire and be on your way.

Wlliamreturns the stare.
W LLI AM
| have nothing of value...Only your
life in nmy hands.

The Thi eves draw their weapons. Janes |ooks at Soldier 1
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JAMES
Castle Guard...Couldn't cut it in
the King's Arny.

He | ooks at Fat her Wall ace.
JAVES
A priest barely old enough not to
wet his bed.

H s eyes return to WIIliam

JAMES
Neither of themis worth their skin
inafight...You...l figure you get

two. . maybe three of us before we
take you down.

WIlliam | ooks around at the Thieves. At randomintervals
he makes direct eye contact. Nods.

JAMES
What the hell are you doi ng?

W LLI AM
Pi cking ny three.

Janmes gives hima |l ook. Then he |aughs.

JAMES
Sheat h your weapons nen.

The Thi eves do so.

Janmes noves toward Wlliam Still |aughing, he extends his
hand.
JAMES
No harm knight. | am Janes
Bl ackwel | .

Wlliamlowers his sword. Wen Janes is in arms reach
WIlliamgrabs a handful of the thief's famly jewels. He
puts his sword to the man's throat.

The Thi eves pull their bl ades.
W LLI AM

W were four. \Were is ny other
man?
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Janmes speaks through the pain.
JAMES

He went into the woods...l sent one

of ny men to follow him He neans

hi m no harm
A horrific screamrips through the night.
Sonet hi ng crashes toward them  Snapping branches at it cones.
WIIliam pushes Janes away. Turns toward the sound.

The |l ast Thief hauls ass out of the tree |ine. He | ooks
like hell is behind him

It is.

THI EF
The Hoar d!

He crashes through his friends. Slides to a stop near the
fire.

THI EF
The Hoar d!

W LLI AM
Prepare for battle.

The Thieves forma crude perinmeter. Their faces and stances
show that they aren't used to conbat of this kind.

W LLI AM
(to Father \all ace)
Take your cross..Hold the |eft side.

Wl liamheads to the right. The direction fromwhich the
Thi ef had cone.

Sonmething flies fromthe woods. W IIliam ducks. The object
passes just over him Hits the ground.

Soldier 2's head rolls to a stop in the fire.

All around them novenent is heard. Hisses and growl s al ong
with the footsteps.

Si | ence.
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W LLI AM
(soft)
Now.

As if on cue, Vanpires bound fromthe woods.

The nmen do their best, but the fight is far fromfair. The
Vanpires practice CGorilla Warfare. They hit and pull back
al nost faster then the nortals can react.

The Thi eves drop |ike flies.

Fat her Wal |l ace defends with his cross. He attacks with the
holy water. Several drops of the divine liquid hit one of
the beasts. |Its flesh snokes. Peels. It hows. Flees
into the night.

WIlliamand Janmes swing their swords |ike mad. They connect
wWth several targets. Janes bl ade causes tenporary wounds.
Wlliams sears flesh as it slashes deep.
As fast as it begins, the attack is over.
Howl s grow di st ant.
The survivors | ook around. Carnage.
WIlliamtakes inventory. Father Wallace, alive and well.
Soldier 1 linps his way toward the fire. H s |leg bl eeds
froma cut to his thigh
Janes' eyes roamw th shocked disbelief.
JAMES

One man and ny sword...All 1've got

left.
The priest puts his hand on Janes' shoul der.

FATHER WALLACE
Ya have yer life.

James knocks his hand away.
JAMES
The kni ght was right.. Nothing of
val ue.

He turns to WIIliam
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JAMES
What' s your quest?

W LLI AM
We ride to save a Duke's daughter

JAMES
From t he Hoard?

W LLI AM
VWho el se?

Janes | ooks thoughtful.

JAMES
W'll ride with you..l owe it to ny
men.

The remai ning Thief | ooks at him

TH EF 1
Have you | ost your bl oody m nd? W
need to get the hell out of here.

WIlliamturns away.

FATHER WALLACE
Safety in nunbers, WIIliam

W 1liam speaks without |ooking at Janes.

W LLI AM
If you get in nmy way, |I'Il end you.

EXT. VILLAGE -- DAY

Wl liamand his group reach the edge of a small village.
The wood and stone huts are in ill repair. There are no
signs of life.

They pull their horses to a stop.

Wl liamglances at the sun. Then he | ooks at a mansion on
the hill beyond the village. A river runs next to the
mansi on. Al nost touching the east side.

W LLI AM
Daylight won't |ast forever. W
need to be well clear of this village
by the tinme the sun sets.
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FATHER WALLACE
Doesn't look |like a soul's been here
i n days.

W LLI AM
No soul has.

Fat her Wal | ace reaches into his bag. He pulls out his cross.
Holds it tight.

Soldier 1 shifts nervously in the saddle.

W LLI AM
It is not wong to be afraid. Fear
can be a great ally. Control it.
Use it to give your senses and edge.

SOLD ER 1
You ever afraid?

W LLI AM
Every day.

Wl liamglances fromone man to the other. He rubs Mary's
cruci fix.

W LLI AM
Now i s your chance to back out.
Once we are inside there is no room
for second thoughts.

FATHER WALLACE
Ri ght besi de you.

SOLD ER 1
Al the way.

W LLI AM
When we get inside we split up. The
Sol dier and ne downstairs..the rest
of you up. W neet outside before
sundown.

EXT. MANSI ON -- DAY
The nmen stride up to the mansion's main doubl e doors.
W LLI AM

Stand to the side. Don't npbve unti
| tell you.
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They do as instructed. Father Wallace's hands are shaky.
He grips his cross tight. Soldier 1 also |ooks nervous.

SOLD ER 1
Is it true they can change shape?

W LLI AM
Forget what you have heard. They
are fast. They are strong. They
will kill you the first chance they
get. That is all you need renenber.
Fat her Wal |l ace grips his cross even tighter.
WIlliamdraws a dagger. Holds it out to the priest.

W LLI AM
Never hurts to be prepared.

Fat her Wal |l ace takes the offered bl ade.
W LLI AM
That bl ade is not holy. A mfor the
heart or it will do you no good.
Wlliamdraws his sword. Uses it to pry the door latch free.
He steps to the side. Pushes the door inward with his bl ade.
They hear a cli ck.

Seconds | ater a barrage of arrows flies fromthe darkness
i nsi de.

A dozen fly past WIliamthrough the open door. O hers enbed
in the unopened door near Father WAllace. The tips protrude
t hrough t he wood.

Fat her Wall ace raises his cross. Holds it out defensively.
WIliamshakes his head. Mdtions for themto say put.

Wl liamreaches through the doorway wth his sword hand.
Prods the floor inside wth the weapon. Nothi ng happens.

Wl liam steps inside. The others follow

| NT. MANSI ON -- DAY

Wl liamslides through the shadows. He noves toward a
stairway near the far wall.
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Father Wall ace is so close behind WIliamthat he al nost
steps on the knight's feet as they wal k.

Wlliamnears the stairwell. He junps back. Raises his
swor d.

Fat her Wallace is knocked to the ground by WIliam s backward
nmotion. Father Wallace holds up his cross. He braces for
an attack.

None cones.

Fat her Wall ace | ooks at Wlliam He sees WIlliam staring
toward an archway near the base of the stairs. H's sword is
rai sed but he doesn't nove.

FATHER WALLACE
What the blazes is wong?

W LLI AM
Get it away from ne.

Fat her Wal |l ace clanbers to his feet. He |ooks around WIIliam
A spider web is strung in the archway. A |arge bl ack spider
sits in the center of the web.

FATHER WALLACE
It's jes a spider.

WIlliam s head snaps toward the sound of the man's voi ce.
He | ooks at the priest as if just becom ng aware of his
presence.

W LLI AM
| hate these damm things.

Fat her Wal |l ace smrks. He steps between WIlIliam and the
spi der bl ocking the knight's view

FATHER WALLACE
We got other foes to deal with jes
now.

Fat her Wal |l ace takes Wlliamby the arm He gently turns
himaway fromthe web. He sends himtoward Soldier 1 with a
sweep of his fingers.

Cross in hand the priest |eads his group up the stairs.
WIlliamand the Sol di er nove deeper into the darkness.
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| NT. HALLWAY -- DARK

The priest stops at the top of the stairs. He pulls a torch
froma wall nmounted holder. He hands it to Janes. Then he
lights it with flint and stone retrieved froma pocket in
hi s robe.

The torch exposes a long hallway. Several doors |line each
si de.

TH EF 1
"Il take the first door.

He noves forward. Janmes hands himthe torch.

JAMES
Lead with the fl ane.

Thief 1 grips the door's handl e.
I NT. ON THE STAI RS -- DARK

Several FIGURES nove silently up the stairs. They reach the
top. Stops just outside the torch |ight.

HALLWAY

Thief 1 pushes the door open. Shoves the torch into the
room He | ooks around. Sees no one. He closes the door.

TH EF 1
Not hi ng.

James takes the torch

JAMES
Next one is m ne.

They nove down the hall

Behind themthe Figures glide into the hall. Keeping to the
shadows, they cling to the walls. dinb to the ceiling.

I NT. DI NI NG ROOM -- DARK

Weapons at the ready WIlliamand Soldier 1 nove into the
large room A neal is on the table. Goblets and unlit
candles lay on their sides. The food, partially eaten, |ooks
as if it has been sitting out for several days.
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They nove cautiously toward a doorway on the far side of the
room

They don't notice a group of Vanpires who watch them from
the rooms high ceiling. Once the nen have passed, the
creatures head down the wall.

| NT. HALLWAY -- TORCH LI GHT

Just beyond the light Vanpires crawl across the ceiling.

Fat her Wal |l ace holds the torch. They are by a door near the
m ddl e of the hall. The priest reaches for the handle.

TH EF 1
Sonet hi ng' s wr ong.

FATHER WALLACE
There's news.

JAMES
He's right...usually is.

Thief 1 | ooks up.

TH EF 1
Li ked to have been w ong.

Wth its feet on the ceiling a Vanpire swings |i ke a trapeze
artist. It grabs Thief 1 and yanks himoff his feet.
Carrying its screaming prize it runs into the darkness.

Fat her Wal |l ace and Janes nove to pursue. They don't get two
steps before nore of the beasts drop down at both ends of
the hall.

I NT. DINING HALL -- DARK

The nmen are near the far side.

MARY (O S.)
WIliam

WIlliamlooks around. Sees only the Sol dier.

W LLI AM
You hear that?

SOLDI ER 1
What ?
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W LLI AM
Thought | heard- -

Red eyes appear in the darkness around them They are
surrounded.

Sol dier 1 | ooks around. H s face is sl ack. Pal e.

W LLI AM
St and back to back

The two nen nove together. Face their eneny.
The Vanpires attack.
| NT. HALLWAY -- TORCH LI GHT

Fat her Wal |l ace and Janmes have their backs to the wall. Janes
uses the torch to keep the creatures back on his side. The
priest uses his cross on the other.

The Vanpires toy with them They dodge in and out. Take
quick swipes with their claws.

The priest grows tired of the gane. A Vanp noves in. He
slaps it across the face with his cross. The creature's
fl esh sears under the contact. It pulls back

The Vanpires halt their play. As one their eyes turn a deep
shade of bl ood red.

JAMES
Oh yeah. .. Now t hey' re happy.

He | ooks around. Spies a door only a few feet away. Father
Wal | ace follows his gaze.

FATHER WALLACE
We'l|l be trapped.

JAMES
Yeah, but they'll only have one way
in.

Fat her Wall ace clears a path with cross and holy water.
They charge through the door into a

ROOM

where Father Wall ace sl ans the door cl osed.
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They run to the mddle of the small room Look around.

The wi ndow i s blocked by a | arge wooden wardrobe. Its thick
|l egs are jamed deep in the floor.

The door bursts open. Vanpires rush through.

Fat her Wallace hits the first one wwth drops of holy water.
Its flesh melts where the liquid hits. It pulls back.

The priest keeps the others back with his cross.

FATHER WALLACE
Cl ear the w ndow.

Janmes rushes over to it. He pushes against the wardrobe.
It creaks but won't budge.

JAMES
Damm thing' s heavy.

A Vanpire drops fromthe ceiling. It |ands behind Janes.
| NT. DI NI NG ROOM - - DARK

Wl 1liam beheads a Vanpire. |Its body dries and fl akes even
as it drops.

The Sol di er displays great sword skills. However, his nortal
weapon causes his foes only tenporary wounds. Soon he falls
to the creatures.

Wlliamfights his way to a corner. He stands wth his back
agai nst the wall.

The Vanpires block himin. They stay just beyond the reach
of his sword. Their eyes turn fromred to bl ue.

MARY (O S.)
My | ove.

The two Vanpires in the center step back. Mary noves into
their place.

MARY
| have m ssed you.

I NT. ROOM -- TORCH LI GHT

The Vanpire grabs Janes.
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Janmes shifts on his heel. He stabs his sword back under his
arm The creature lets himgo as the blade pierces its chest.

Janmes grips the sword's hilt with both hands. He rans the
bl ade deeper. He shoves the dying creature back. Lets its
body fall.

Fat her Wal | ace | ooks back. Sees the creature's corpse.

Wiile his head is turned, a Vanpire closes its eyes. Now
unabl e to see the cross it charges.

The priest turns his head back just in tine. He spins out
of the nonster's path just as it reaches him

The creature continues it blind charge. |Its strength and
speed send it crashing through the wardrobe. Slowed only
slightly by the inpact it shatters the wi ndow. Tunbles

OUTSI DE

The Vanpire plumrets toward the ground. It how s as sunlight
bathes it. |Its flesh nelts |ike wax.

| N THE ROOM

Li ght floods through the shattered w ndow.

The other Vanps retreat to the hall

Fat her Wl | ace ki cks the door shut behind them

| NT. DI NI NG ROOM - - DARK

WIlliamlowers his sword. H's face shows shock and confusion

W LLI AM
| burned you nyself.

Mary smles. A tear streaks down her cheek.

MARY
It wasn't me you found that day.

W LLI AM
Wy not just kill me?

She noves toward him Her eyes take on a slight blue tint.
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MARY
That woul d have created a martyr.
Your nen never woul d have st opped.

W LLI AM
But - -

She reaches him Presses a finger gently against his |ips.

MARY
None of that matters now. All that
matters is that we can be together.

She enbraces him Leans her head agai nst his shoul der.

WIlliamblinks hard. Shakes his head as if clearing his
m nd.

W LLI AM
No.

Mary's eyes go red. Fangs extend in her nouth. She turns
her face toward WIliam s neck.

MARY
Feel ny | ove.

| NT. ROOM -- DAY

The Vanpires hiss fromjust beyond the door.

Janmes tosses a piece of the wardrobe aside. 1t |ands anong
the derbies of the shattered furnishing. He sticks his head
out the now exposed w ndow. Looks down.

JAMES
W can neke it.

He pulls his head back in.

JAMES
Rich folk like their carved stone.

FATHER WALLACE
We're not | eaving them behi nd.

JAMES
| know t hat.

He gestures to the door.
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JAMES
Hear them out there? Go through
t hat door you're dead.

Fat her Wal |l ace noves to the w ndow. He | ooks out. Pul | s
back fast.

FATHER WALLACE
"1l take nmy chance with them

A grin splits Janes' face

JAMES
You're afraid of high places.

Fat her Wal | ace gives him a | ook.

FATHER WALLACE
No..l jes--

JAMES
There are plenty of hand holds. Put
your hands and feet where | put m ne.

He claps the priest on the back.

JAMES
Don't worry. If you fall, the ground
will stop you.

Janes heads out the window. Father Wall ace hesitates. He
gl ances at the door. Then he foll ows.

I NT. DI NI NG ROOM -- DARK

WIlliamgrabs Mary's hair. He yanks her head back pulling
her fangs fromhis neck. He raises his sword.

Mary smacks him hard across the face. He flies back. Slans
agai nst the wall.

She kicks his wrist. H's sword flies fromhis hand. Clatters
to the floor several feet away.

The Vanpires rush him They punch and kick him Take him
to the ground.

MARY
St op.
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A final few kicks to the unconscious knight. Then the beating
ends.

MARY
Qur lord wishes himto witness the
deat h of that which he protects.

EXT. MANSION -- DAY

The priest and the thief clinb down the wall. They have
made little progress.

Fat her Wall ace | ooks terrified. He grips white knuckled to

the stones. He | ooks at the window only inches above his
head.

FATHER WALLACE
| " m goi ng back in.

Janes | ooks up fromfurther down the wall.
JAMES
Rel ax. Just npve slow. Feel out
t he foot hol ds before you nove your
hands.
Janes takes his own advice. He npves down several feet.

JAMES
See...it's easy.

Fat her Wal |l ace | ooks down. He sees the ground three stories
below. Hi s eyes roll back. He goes sl ack

JAMES
Ch shit.

The priest falls.

James tries to shift to the side. No chance. Fat her Wl | ace
collides with him Knocks himfromthe wall.

Both nmen fall.

They crash into the branches of a large pine tree. They
bounce roughly through the tree's unforgiving arnms. Hit the
ground hard.

Nei t her man nbves.
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Deirdre sits with her back agai nst the wall.

like a statue in the doorway.
Ri chard steps up beside the guard.

Rl CHARD
Leave us.

The guard noves off.
Ri chard wal ks a few feet in.

Rl CHARD
| trust you are unconfortable.

She | ooks at him

DEl RDRE
Very.

Rl CHARD
Not | ong now.

Deirdre rises to her feet.

DEl RDRE
You will have to kill ne. Never
will I go wth you

RI CHARD

In that you are correct.
He noves over to her. Speaks softly.

Rl CHARD
You will go with the knight.

DEl RDRE
You would free ne?

Rl CHARD
Five hundred years ago | sold ny
soul to the darkness. | wanted
power...lnstead | was cursed with
eternal life and a never ending

thirst.

He turns.
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A Vanpire stands
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Rl CHARD
When dark has fallen you wll be
taken to the one who woul d protect
you.

He heads out of the chanber.

Rl CHARD
Perhaps then | will find ny
redenpti on.

I NT. RI CHARD S CHAMBER

Phillip peeks in fromthe corridor. He sees no one inside.
He enters.

He goes to the center of the room He renoves the | oose
stone. Picks up the book.

He thunmbs through the text. Rage masks his face. He slans
t he book shut.

| NT. BASEMENT -- DUSK
The large dirt floored roomis enpty of contents.

WIlliam |l ays near the back wall w thout his arnor; bruised
and bl eeding froma wound to his forehead.

Hi s eyes slide open. He nobans. Using the wall for support
he works his way to a seated position. He finds that his
hands are shackled in front of him

He | ooks around. He sees his arnor and cloak in a pile across
the room

He clinbs unsteadily to his feet. Mkes his way to his
things. He sifts through the pile. H's sword is not there.

He grabs his cloak and puts it on. He finds Mary's crucifix
anong the itens. Adds it to his ensenble.

He heads for a doorway and a set of stairs which |ead up.

Hi s face contorts in pain. He clanps a hand over the bite
wounds on his neck. After a nonent he regains his conposure.
Conti nues toward the stairs.

EXT. MANSI ON -- DUSK

Fat her Wal | ace sl aps Janmes hard across the face. Janmes nbans
but doesn't wake up. The priest slaps himagain.
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FATHER WALLACE
Wake up fer God' s sake.

He draws hi s hand back.

JAMES
Don't.

Fat her Wal |l ace drops his hand.

FATHER WALLACE
The sun has al nbst set.

Janes' eyes pop open.

JAMES
Damm it all.

FATHER WALLACE
| found a way in. A back w ndow.

Janmes sits up. He |ooks west. The sky is ablaze with sunset.
Fat her Wall ace helps himto his feet.

| NT. BACK ROOM -- DUSK

The stained glass wndow is broken inward. Janes peers

t hrough the hole. He glances inside. Then he clears the
rest of the glass with his bl ade.

They clinb inside. Head for the door.

| NT. HALLWAY -- DUSK

A door opens. The weak sunlight barely reaches fromthe
roomto the hall

Fat her Wal |l ace and Janmes step into the hall. C ose the door
behind them At the ready they nove down the doorless hall.
They reach the end and step into the

DI NI NG HALL

where they see the remains of several Vanpires.

They nove out into the room Father Wallace | ooks up. He
grabs Janes by the arm Points to the ceiling.

A dozen Vanpires sleep on the ceiling above them
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I NT. KITCHEN -- NI GHT

WIlliamreaches the top of the stairs and enters the kitchen.

Soneone grabs his shoul der.

He spins on his heel. 1In a flash he waps the shackle chain
around Deirdre's neck. Before he tightens the chain sonething
catches his eye.

He | ooks at her shoul der. He sees the nark.

W LLI AM
Chri st.

He qui ckly unwraps the chain.
Deirdre steps back. She |ooks at his eyes.

DEl RDRE
You're Sir WIliam

WHACK
She punches himsquare in the jaw

DEl RDRE
Bastard...Could a killed me.

WIlliamrubs his jaw

W LLI AM
Not bad, but we can fight later.

He | ooks around. They are al one.

W LLI AM
Has your escape been detected?

DElI RDRE
| was |eft here under your protection.

W LLI AM
My protection?

DEl RDRE
He who | eads The Hoard wants ne out
of harm s way.

W LLI AM
A trap.
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DElI RDRE
He is not what you may think.

W LLI AM
He has taken all that ever nmattered
to me. Regardless of what you see
hi mas he nmust be ended.

DEl RDRE
| always believed knights to be above
revenge.

W LLI AM
It is all | have left.

DEl RDRE
You have the power to choose.

W LLI AM
The last tine | made a choice of
free wll | was a boy.

DEl RDRE

And what did you choose.

W LLI AM
To clinb on a wagon.

He spies a large knife on a cutting block. Picks it up.

W LLI AM
Let's get you hone.

| NT. RICHARD S CHAMBER -- NI GHT
Ri chard replaces the | oose floor stone. He |ooks distraught.
WHUMP.

Hi s book | ands near his feet. He looks up. Sees Phillip in
t he doorway.

PH LLI P
Looking for that?

Ri chard picks up the book. Stands.

Rl CHARD
How did you get this?
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PH LLI P
Your weaknesses are easily spotted.

Phillip steps forward. He holds WIlliams sword.

PH LLI P
| greatly underestimated you. |
t hought you a fool. Now I understand
you.

Rl CHARD

You coul d never under st and.

PH LLI P
| understand...This knight is the
nobl e not of nobles. The one destined
to stand in ny path to power.

Rl CHARD
Your path...l was once |ike you..Power
was all that nmattered to ne. Until
| found that it has a bite.

PH LLI P
The stal emate in our war against the
humans. The weak forces you' ve sent
after the knight.. Al serve only to
mask your treason

Phillip nmoves cl oser.
PH LLI P

| will never return to the poverty

of ny nortal |ife.
Ri chard throws the book. Phillip ducks but the object noves
too fast. It smashes against his face. Sends him stunbling
back.
Ri chard | eaps across the room He kicks Phillip in the chest
bef ore he | ands.
The kick sends Phillip airborne. He bounces off the wall.
Hts the floor hard. He's up in an instant, but R chard is
on him He kicks the sword fromPhillip's hand. He snatches

hi mup and body slans him

A group of Vanpires enters. They are the ones Phillip net
with in the woods. Richard | ooks at them
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Rl CHARD
Take hi m away.

The Vanpires nove over. They junp on Richard. He fights to
free hinself but even his strength is no match for their
nunbers. They force himto his knees. Bend his arns up
behi nd hi s back.

Phillip is on his feet. He retrieves the sword. Stands
bef ore Ri chard.

PHI LLI P
| have not turned all of ny prey
over to your control

He eyes the bl ade.

PH LLI P
You like the ancient witings. How
about this one?...He who drinks the
bl ood of our King shall have his
power .

Phillip runs the blade across Richard's throat. Opens a
snoking gash in the man's pale fl esh

One of the Vanpires grabs the bleeding man's hair. Yanks
his head back. Phillip clanps his nmouth on the snoki ng wound.
Drinks like a man dying of thirst.

| NT. DI NI NG ROOM -- NI GHT

Janmes dances a jig while he | ooks up at the Vanpires. Father
Wal | ace watches himw th a | ook of pity.

FATHER WALLACE
Stop fooling around before they wake

up.

JAMES
It's like they don't even know we're
her e.

Sonmeone grabs Janes. He freezes in md step.

WLLIAM (O . S.)
What the hell are you doi ng?

Fat her Wal |l ace smiles. He rushes over to Wlliam James
rel axes at the sound of the knight's voice.
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FATHER WALLACE
Thank God. | thought we'd | ost ya.

W LLI AM
Thank hi m when this is over.

Fat her Wal |l ace sees Deirdre. She is near the door pulling a
pair of torches fromtheir hol der.

FATHER WALLACE
The Child of Light.

W LLI AM
Courtesy of The Hoard.

JAMES
Who?

W LLI AM

Time for that |ater.
Wl liam picks up a sword from besi de a dead Vanpire.

Fat her Wal | ace hands Janes his tone and flint as Deirdre
joins them The thief lights the torches.

FATHER WALLACE
Hol d out yer hands.

Fat her Wal | ace produces a small piece of thin netal. He
wor ks the I ocks on Wlliams shackles. He has the knight's
hands free in seconds.

W LLI AM
They didn't teach you that in
Sem nary.

FATHER WALLACE
Let's jes say there was once a boy
who lived a far different |ife.

Deirdre hands a torch to Janes. She gives the other to
WIIliam

DElI RDRE
So who are they?

Above themthe Vanpire's red eyes open
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W LLI AM
Save the introductions. The trap is
Sprung.

He puts hinself between Deirdre and the creatures as they
drop to the fl oor.

W LLI AM
Get her out of here.

FATHER WALLACE
WIliam-

W LLI AM
No argunents

Janes grabs Deirdre's arm He pulls her toward the door.
After a noment's hesitation, the priest foll ows.

The Vanpires charge. WIlliambattles with torch and bl ade.
The nortal sword wounds heal quickly but the flames serve to
hold them of f.

One leaps. WIlliamside steps. He slaps it with the torch
as it |ands where he had been. He throws a round house Kkick
to the burning creature. Sends it toward the others who
scatter to avoid the fl anes

WIlliamheads for the door. He grabs his neck as a fresh
wave of pain washes over him He fights through it and runs
t hrough t he door.

HALLWAY

The others haven't gotten far. Vanpires charge them from
the far end of the hall. A pair runs while two others craw
i ke insane spiders along either wall.

WIlliamruns up behind his friends. Slides to a stop. He
| ooks back. The other Vanps have regrouped. They cl ose
from behi nd.

W LLI AM
Push forwar d.

Wl liamslides through the group. He |eads the charge.

They neet the Vanpires half way. WIliamslanms his sword

t hrough ones chest. Janmes inpales another. Father \Wall ace
slaps one fromthe wall wth his cross. Pierces its heart
wi th the dagger
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Deirdre swats the other wall crawler with a torch. Sends
the flam ng beast howl i ng back the way it cane.

W1 1liam glances back. The other Vanpires are al nbst on them

W LLI AM
Move.

He lets his people run past. He brings up the rear while
casting gl ances back at their pursuers.

MAI N ENTRY

The group runs in. They head for the exterior doors. Red
eyed creatures step frombehind pillars. Block their path.

JAMVES
Upstairs. W can nake it out a third
fl oor wi ndow.

Janes heads for the stairs.

FATHER WALLACE
Not agai n.

They reach the stairs. Janes |eads the way with Deirdre
bet ween hi m and Fat her Wall ace.

WIlliambrings up the rear. He closes his eyes and turns
his head as he runs past the spider's web.

A pair of Vanpires leap onto the stairs behind WIIliam
They attack with a battle axe and a spi ked nace.

Axe Vanp swings low WIlliamjunps. The bl ade passes just
under his feet. Still in the air he throws a kick to the
creature's face. He lands. Slices it across the stonmach.

It grabs its wound and Wlliamgrabs its axe. Before it can
heal WIIliam chops the axe into the top of its head. It
tunbles off the stairs to the floor bel ow

Thi s nakes way for Mace Vanp.

It charges. Swings its weapon in a dowward arc. WIIiam
bl ocks the bl ow

A dagger spins into frame. It hits Mace Vanp straight in
t he eye.

TOP OF THE STAI RS
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James | ooks at Fat her Wil | ace.

JAMES
Ni ce t hrow.

FATHER WALLACE
| was aimng for its heart.

JAMES
| won't tell if you don't.

ON THE STAI RS

WIlliampulls the dagger free. Kicks Mace Vanp in the chest.
It tunbles down the stairs and collides with several of its
counterparts.

WIlliamrushes to the others. He returns the dagger to the
priest.

JAMES
Roonis on the | eft side.

Wl liam | ooks back. A gang of Vanpires is alnost on them
W LLI AM
No time for clinbing. Take any door
on the right.
They head down the
HAL L

The choice is made for them Myre Vanpires head their way
fromthe far end of the hall.

Janes rans his way through the first door on the right.
Runs into a

ROOM
The others foll ow himinside.

WIlliamgrabs Deirdre's torch. He uses it to keep the
Vanpires clear of the door.

The other three run to the window. They work to renove
furniture which is stacked in front of the w ndow.

When the window is cleared, Janes snmashes the glass with a
chair. He |ooks out.
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BELOW
The river runs like a black snake three floor down.
He | ooks back at the others.

JAMES
See ya on the other side.

FATHER WALLACE
Depends on which other side ya nean.

QUTSI DE

Janes leaps. He drops feet first into the water.
| NSI DE

Deirdre | ooks at the priest.

DElI RDRE
| hope your faith is well placed.

She takes a running | eap out the w ndow.
OUTSI DE

Deirdre plumets toward the water. She howls in delight al
t he way down.

| NSI DE
Fat her Wal | ace | ooks after them but doesn't npve.
Wl liamglances at him

W LLI AM
Get your arse out that w ndow.

The priest shakes his head.

FATHER WALLACE
| can't do it.

W LLI AM
You better.

FATHER WALLACE
It's too high.
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W LLI AM
Come here and take the torch. W'l
find anot her way out.

Fat her Wal | ace rushes over. He reaches for the torch.

Wlliamthrows the torch at the Vanpires in the hall. He
grabs the priest and throws himover his shoul der and drops
his sword. Carrying himWIIliamruns across the room and
junps out the w ndow.

QUTSI DE
Fat her Wal |l ace screans all the way to the water
DOMWN RI VER

Janmes and Deirdre clinb onto the shore. They | ook back
through the trees. The mansion is several hundred yards
away. As they watch, several Vanpires take their own | eap
into the river.

Spl ashes are heard from cl ose by.

They turn. See WIIliam and Father Wallace as they swm
Janes hoots like an owl. Waves his arm The nen see him
They paddl e to shore.

Once they are on dry ground, Father Wallace slaps WIIliamon
t he back of the head.

FATHER WALLACE
Al nost killed ne.

W LLI AM
Coul d have left you.

FATHER WALLACE
Poi nt t aken.

DElI RDRE
| hate to step into a lover's quarrel
but don't you think we should be

goi ng?

JAMES
W're not far fromwhere we hid the
hor ses.

PH LLIP (O S.)
Wl cone to the fold.
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WIlliam | ooks around. It appears that only he has heard the
voi ce. The others | ook around, then back at him

W LLI AM
Get to the horses.

Pairs of red eyes appear in the trees.

FATHER WALLACE
We stand with you.

W LLI AM
The girl nust be protected at al
costs.
DElI RDRE
Your chivalry is msplace, Sir
WIliam
The eyes are cl oser.
W LLI AM
The priest will explain once you are
saf e.
(to Wl |l ace)

Her safety is your duty.

Fat her Wal |l ace grabs Deirdre's arm He pulls her behind him
as he heads off. Janes remains.

W LLI AM
Your nmen woul d best be served if you
live to fight on

James hands Wlliamhis sword. A final noment of hesitation,
then he follows the others.

Wl liam stands ready for battle. Pain hits himagain. \Wrse
this time. He drops the sword. Hi s knees buckle and he
drops to the ground.

Lead by Phillip several Vanpires energe fromthe woods. One
of them | ooks after the fleeing trio.

PHI LLI P
Let them go.

He turns his attention to Wlliam The knight lays in a
near fetal position. He gasps and nobans in pain.
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PHI LLI P
Not very pleasant. Is it, boy?

WIlliam |l ooks up. Hi s anger and hatred show t hrough his
pain. Hi s eyes flash back and forth between a red gl ow and
their normal col or.

He grabs his sword. Forces hinself to stand.

PH LLI P
What do you intend to do with that
toy?

Phillip slaps the sword fromWIIiam s hand.

WIlliamstunbles forward. He throws a weak punch which
Phillip blocks with little nore effort than if swatting a
fly. He lifts Wlliamoff of his feet and tosses hi m back.

Wlliamhits hard, but anger is a strong enotion. He nakes
it back up. Stunbles toward the vanpire.

He grabs Phillip around the neck. WIlliams eyes turn red.
This tinme they stay that way.

Phillip grabs Wlliamby the wists. He pulls the knight's
hands off of his throat. Bends his hands back. Forces
Wlliamto his knees.

WIlliamrel eases a guttural scream of prinmal anger.

PH LLI P
Bow bef ore your naster.

EXT. WOODS -- NI GHT

Four horses are tethered to trees in a small clearing.
WIlliams screamchases the trio of heroes as they run toward
the horses. They untie the animals. Janmes and Father Wl l ace
mount their saddles. Deirdre keeps her feet on the ground.

FATHER WALLACE
Need a hand up?

DElI RDRE
Wiy did he die for nme?

FATHER WALLACE
There's no tinme fer this now.
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DEl RDRE
| won't leave until | know.

JAMES
Just tell her so we can get the hel
out of here.

The priest neets her eyes. She | ooks dead serious.

FATHER WALLACE
That mark on your shoul der..You are
the Child of Light.

Deirdre | ooks at the mark.

DEl RDRE
Thi s?

FATHER WALLACE
Your life will bring enlightennent
to mankind. During this tinme the
tides of battle can be turned. The
Hoard can be driven back. . Perhaps
dest royed.

DEl RDRE
What happens when the noon goes bl ack?

JAMES
Who gives a roasted turd. Let's go.

Deirdre shoots him a | ook.

FATHER WALLACE
Your sacrifice under a black noon
will bring darkness to the world for
seven full days. The Hoard w |
spread |ike a pl ague.

James | ooks at her with new interest.

Deirdre nounts her horse. She |ooks like she is a mllion
mles away.

JAMES
How far to safety?

FATHER WALLACE
We ride hard...Stop only when we
nmust . . Dusk t onorrow.
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JAMES
Let's not waste any nore tinme then.

The trio gallops through the woods.

Several creatures energe fromthe trees. Block the path
ahead.

Fat her Wal |l ace | ooks to his right. He sees gl ow ng eyes
staring fromthe forest.

FATHER WALLACE
We've got ta cut through the village.

JAMES
There's no way we'll make it through
t here.

FATHER WALLACE
It's a shorter route.

Deirdre's fire shows through her shock.

DEI RDRE
At | east we die trying.

She steers her nmount toward the vill age.

JAMES
Damm 'ard 'eaded fennl es.

The two nen foll ow her.
VI LLAGE

They ride toward the village square. Vanpires rush to bl ock
t heir path.

Janmes shifts so that he is hanging, head toward the ground,
fromthe saddle. He grabs a burning tree linb froma nearly
dead bonfire near the village square. Holding his prize he
slides back up into the saddle.

He slings the make shift torch at the Vanpires in front of
them The branch pierces ones' eye. It screanms as it tries
to renove the flam ng wood.

Fat her Wal |l ace dips his dagger into his holy water. Uses
the blade to sling divine drops towards the beast.
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The water sears several of the Vanpires. They pull back in
pain clearing the path.

The three ride through at top speed.
WOCDS

The trio is near the church ruins. Deirdre rides in the
| ead.

Vanpires are cl ose behi nd.

A Vanp drops fromthe trees between her and the ruins. It
charges. Leaps at her.

A sword flies into frame. Strikes the creature in the throat.
The Vanpire grabs its gappi ng wound. M sses its shot at
Deirdre as it falls to the ground.

JAMES
That was for ny nen.

Pushing their horses to the [imt they ride into the night.
EXT. STONEHENGE -- N GHT

A thick ground |l evel fog rolls anong the stones.

| NT. SMALL CHAMBER

A WOVAN | ays with her hands bound in front of her and a cloth
tied around her nouth. Fear coats her face.

Wlliamlays a few feet fromher. Holding his gut he rolls
back and forth. He nobans and shouts in pain. Fangs protrude
and retract repeatedly in his nouth.
Mary enters. She stands over WIIliam
MARY

There is only one way to end this

pai n.
She drags the Whnan over to him

MARY
Feed...Enter the fold.

Wlliamturns away fromthe offering.
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Mary grabs the Woman's arm  She pulls a knife froma sheath
at her waist. She cuts the captive's wist deep. G abs
WIlliamby the hair and rolls himover. She forces his face
toward the wound.

MARY
She will die fromthis wound
regardl ess. .. Feed.

He yanks his head away at the |ast nonment. Bl ood snears
across his face.

Mary slaps him H's head bounces against the stone floor.

MARY
You were al ways too head strong for
your own good.

She storns out. Leaves Wlliamto his pain.
| NT. CORRIDOR -- LATER
A pair of Vanpires guards the entrance to the chanber.

Wlliamstrides out. He drags the Wman's pal e body with
him He tosses the corpse to the floor.

W LLI AM
| amfinished with this.

The guards dive on the body. Sink their teeth into flesh.
| NT. CATACOVBS MAI N CHAMBER

Phillip stands before an arny of Vanpires. The creatures
are in rank and file |ike soldiers.

PHI LLI P
Ni ghtfall wll bring us greatness.
No | onger will we cower in this hole
i ke rabbits--

He sees WIlIliamenter. Not es the bl ood sneared on his face.

PHI LLI P
Your transformation is conplete.

WIlliamreaches him H s ook is distant as he bows.

PH LLI P
| had hoped you woul d be stronger.
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He leans WIllianls head back. Looks at his eyes.

PH LLI P
Sad for one such as you to end as a
m ndl ess sl ave.

He takes his hand fromWIIliams chin. The knight's head
drops back down.

PH LLI P
Your arnor can be found in my chanber.
Wear it...It will please nme to watch

a knight end the tine of nman.

W LLI AM
Yes, my Lord.

WIlliamnmnoves off. Phillip's eyes glowred. H's fangs
protrude froman evil smle

EXT. DUKE EDMUND S CASTLE -- DUSK

A CGuard is wal king patrol on the top of the wall. He stops.
Looks toward the horizon.

He sees riders approaching. As they grow closer, he sees
Dei rdre.

Guard rushes to a bell munted in the center of a netal arch
over the main gate. He grabs the rope. Rings the bell.

GUARD
Open the gate! They're here! (Open
t he gate!

I N THE COURTYARD

several MEN rush to the main gate. They renove the | arge
pl ank that |atched the gates together. Sw ng them open.

Monents | ater the group rides through.

Al'l around themthe Castle Guards shout and cheer. The heroes
stop their horses near the castle's nmain doors. Cheering
Guards surround them Men take the reigns. Steady the

hor ses.

Two nmen rush forward. Help Deirdre di snount.
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Fat her Wal |l ace and Janes dismount. They are instantly
engul fed by guards who alternately shake their hands and
clap them hard on their backs.

| NT. THRONE ROOM -- DUSK
The Duke is perched upon the throne.

The curtains are pulled tight over all the windows. The
only light comes froma few wall nounted torches and a fire
in the hearth at the far end of the room

Fat her Wall ace enters with Janes and Deirdre in tow.

The Duke sees them He junps to his feet. A huge smle
breaks across his face. He rushes to them G abs Deirdre
in a tight hug.

DUKE EDMUND
Thank God.

The Duke rel eases Deirdre. He steps over to Father Wall ace.
Shakes hi s hand.

DUKE EDMJUND
God bl ess you, Father.

Janmes steps forward tentatively.

JAMES
If | may be so bold, Good Sir.
was told by your priest that there
m ght ba a reward fer ny help in the
rescue.

Fat her Wal |l ace sl aps Janmes on the back of the head.

FATHER WALLACE
| never said-

The Duke | aughs.

DUKE EDMUND
Your reward will be far nore than
you i magi ned.

The Duke's expression changes.
DUKE EDMUND

VWhere is Sir WIIlianf
( MORE)
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DUKE EDMUND ( CONT' D)
Certainly he has not returned to his
nonks so soon.

Their silence answers him

The Duke claps his hands several tines. Two SERVANTS enter.
Bow to the Duke.

DUKE EDMUND
Arrange a feast immediately. Hold
not hi ng back...We cel ebrate the return
of ny daughter and the | egend of Sir
WIliam Janes.

| NT. THRONE ROOM -- N GHT
Al manner of food fills tables to near over flow.

The Duke sits at the head of a long table. Father Wall ace
and Deirdre flank the table on either side of him

Janmes is near by drinking and flirting with a SERVANT G RL.

The rest of the seats are occupi ed by nenbers of the Castle
Guard.

A smal |l band perforns near the curtained windows. A scantily
clad DANCING G RL perfornms in front of the nusicians.

Fat her Wal |l ace | ooks toward her.

DUKE EDMUND
She's beautiful isn't she?

Fat her Wal |l ace | ooks |ike a boy caught with his hand in the
cookie jar. He |ooks quickly away fromthe girl.

FATHER WALLACE
| hadn't really noticed.

The Duke | ooks at himas if to say "yeah right." He shoots
a glance at Deirdre who is paying himno mnd. Mtions to
t he Dancer as he |l eans toward the priest.

DUKE EDMUND
She can be yours tonight.

Fat her Wal |l ace enpties his goblet in a |long swall ow.
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FATHER WALLACE
Your hospitality is much
appreci ated. . however..it has been a
| ong j our ney.

The Duke | aughs. Slaps the priest on the back.

DUKE EDMUND
You could be mssing the tinme of
your life.

FATHER WALLACE

| believe I've had ny fill of
adventure for now.

EXT. DUKE EDMUND S CASTLE -- N GHT

A pair of GUARDS stand together on the exterior wall. They
| ook toward the castle fromwhich the sounds of the party
are heard.

GUARDL
Wiy we got to be out 'ere?

He steps to the wall's inner edge.

GUARD1
Never 'ave any fund.

He turns around. The other Guard is gone.

The sound of a hiss frombeside him He turns his head.
H s eyes go wde with terror

| NT. THRONE ROOM -- NI GHT

The festivities are in full swng. The Dancing Grl wears

| ess clothing than before. Her noves have taken a turn toward
the erotic.

Drunk Castle Guards bang on the tables. Hoot and holler.

Fat her Wal l ace sits anong them He | ooks unconfortabl e.

The Dancing Grl spies him She slinks her way to his table.
She clinbs onto the table. Perforns for the priest.

| NT. HALLWAY -- NI GHT

James romances the Servant Grl in the hall outside the throne
room
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Further down the hall several FIGURES gild through the shadows
unseen by the |overs.

Janmes gestures at a door

JAMES
VWhat's in there?

SERVANT d RL
My Lord's study.

She | aughs as Janes scopes her up. He carries her to the
door. Pushes it open with his foot.

JAMES
Let's study.

He carries her through the door. Pushes it closed behind
t hem

Several other FIGURES have joined the first. They clinb the
wal | s. Disappear in the shadows.

| NT. THRONE ROOM -- NI GHT

Fat her Wal |l ace stares at the table top. The Dancing Grl
conti nues her seductive noves. The Castle Guards are packed
tight around the table enjoying the show

Fat her Wal | ace stands. He pushes his way through the crowd.

FATHER WALLACE
If you'll excuse ne.

Many of the Guards |augh as the priest wal ks out and into
t he

HALLWAY
where he wal ks to one of the gl assl ess w ndows.

He hears the sounds of Janmes and the Servant G rl through
t he study door.

Fat her Wal l ace turns his eyes to the ceiling.

FATHER WALLACE
s no where safe, Lord?

Screans and shouts fromthe throne room
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Fat her Wal | ace rushes to the door. He |ooks into the
THRONE ROOM
where Vanpires are attacking the party goers.

FATHER WALLACE
God save us.

I NT. STUDY -- N GHT

Janes has the Servant Grl laid across a table. Her dress
i s hiked up.

Janes hears the screans. He freezes.

JAMES
VWhat the '"ell?

He steps away fromthe table. Pulls up his pants.
The girl | ooks up at him

SERVANT G RL
Don't tell me that's all.

Janes heads for the door

SERVANT d RL
Bastard. Least you could say good-

bye.
JAMES
Lock the door behind ne. Sonething's
wr ong.
| NT. HALLVWAY -- NI GHT

Janes steps out into the hall.

Fat her Wal | ace stands across fromthe throne roomdoor. His
back is pressed against the wall. He clutches his cross.
Fear masks his face.

James rushes to him

JAMES
VWat is it man?

FATHER WALLACE
Vanpi res.
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JAMES
What ? How? How many?

FATHER WALLACE
More than | can count.

JAMES
More than three then, eh?

The priest gives himan angry stare.

FATHER WALLACE
This is not the time for whore house
hunmor. The castle is being over
run.

Janes |l ooks into the throne room H's face slackens. WIIliam
i s anong the Vanpires.

JAMES
Shit.

FATHER WALLACE
You have to ride east. The knights
have been garrisoned in a village
t here.

JAMES
Come with ne.

FATHER WALLACE
['ll make a stand here.

JAMES
A stand...staying here is suicide.
You need to-

FATHER WALLACE
| need to do what | was ordained to
do. Get yer arse on its way.

Janes | ooks at him Opens his nouth closes it. Then.
JAMES
You watch yer friggin' back. | don't
"ave many friends.
Janmes runs down the hall

Fat her Wal | ace takes a deep breath. He closes his eyes.
Hs [ips nove in a silent prayer.
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He noves toward the throne room door.
DOMN THE HALL

Janes runs past a set of windows. Their shattered gl ass
| ays on the floor.

Janmes slides to a stop. A pair of Vanpires eye himfrom up
the hall. They nove toward him He |ooks terrified. He
backs away.

JANVES
No. . . no.

He steps back until he bunps up against the waist high wall
beneath one of the w ndows.

The Vanpires pick up their pace. Cose in.

Seem ngly pani cked Janes | eans back. He tunbles across the
sill and out the wi ndow. Screans.

The Vanpires stop. They | ook di sappointed by the | oss of
their snack. After a nonent, they head off toward the Throne
room

QUTSI DE

Janmes clings like a cat to the groove between two of the
wal | stones. He hears the Vanpire's footsteps as they nove
away. He breathes a sigh of relief. Begins his decent.

THRONE ROOM

The drunken Castle CGuards try to defend agai nst the Vanpires.
Sober they would be no match. Intoxicated they are little
nmore than a nui sance.

Deirdre is in a corner. Father Wallace stands in front of
her. He uses his cross to keep several Vanpires at bay.

He | ooks around. Spies a doorway not far away.

FATHER WALLACE
Stay with ne. |I'magettin' us outta
her e.

Fat her Wallace thrusts forward with the cross. The Vanpires
junp back. He grabs Deirdre's hand. Together they run
t hrough t he doorway.
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EXT. CENTRAL GARDEN -- N GHT
The priest and the girl run out of the castle.
VWHACK

Fat her Wal |l ace drops |like a stone froma blow to the back of
t he head.

Soneone grabs Deirdre. Spins her around. She |ooks with
fear into Wlliams red eyes. He drags her down the garden's
st one pat h.

EXT. VILLA -- NGHT
Janmes rides toward the vill age.

Large fires burn at intervals around it. KN GHTS patrol
w th weapons in hand.

Janes pulls his horse to a stop as he reaches the perineter.
He finds hinself |ooking at a Knight down the business end
of an arrow. A MONK stands next to the Knight. He holds an
orange tinted cross.

KNI GHT
Prove yoursel f.

Janmes | ooks directly at the cross.

JAMES
| got to talk to Sir Jericho.

I NT. VI LLAGE ELDER S HOUSE -- NI GHT

The single room buil di ng has been taken over by the Knights.
The owner's bel ongi ngs have been pushed to one side.

SIR JERICHO 20's, and Sir David sit at a table near an hour
glass. The sand has al nost conpleted its descent.

SIR JERI CHO
How bl oody nuch | onger?

SI R DAVI D
Pati ence Jericho... Two nore turns of
t he gl ass.

Sir Jericho stands. He turns to the fire. Stares at the
fl anes.
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SIR JERI CHO
| ama knight. | don't want to stand
here staring at sand.

SI R DAVI D
A kni ght doesn't have to like his
or ders.

The door bursts open. Janmes is led in by a KN GHT.
Sir David stands. Sir Jericho turns to face the new arrivals.

KNI GHT
Sir, this man bears news of --

Janmes pushes his way past the Knight.

JAMES
We nust ride i mediatel y--

SI R DAVI D
Who are you that you can barge your
way in here?

JAMES
My nanme is Janes Bl ackwel | .

Al'l three knights draw their swords.

JAVES
Arrest me later. WIIliamserves The
Hoard. The Duke's castle in under
Si ege.

Sir David takes command.

SI R DAVI D
Prepare the Knights for battle.

Sir Jericho and the Knight head out with Janes on their heels.

Sir David pulls the black handled knife fromits scabbard.
He gives the blade a quick once over.

SI R DAVI D
| had hoped it would never cone to
this.
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EXT. CENTRAL GARDEN -- LATER

Fat her Wal |l ace nbpans. He rolls over on his back. Opens his
eyes.

In the sky the noon is near full eclipse.
The priest SITS up.

FATHER WALLACE
Fook me.

He rolls his eyes skyward.

FATHER WALLACE
Sorry.

He grabs his cross fromthe ground. Gets to his feet. Draws
hi s dagger. Looks around.

He sees no one, but chanting can be heard fromw thin the
garden. He heads toward the sound.

GARDEN S CENTER

Fi ve Vanpires occupy the hub where several stone paths
converge. They stand in a circle around a nmarbl e bench.

Deirdre lays chained to this makeshift altar. She struggles
agai nst the chains to no avail as the Vanpires continue their
chant .

VAMPI RS
Sone Latin shit.

The circle parts on one side. Duke Edmund steps through.
Deirdre | ooks at his red eyes.

DUKE EDMUND
Sorry, ny dear, but there was a change
in the hierarchy while you were away.

He reaches out. Brushes a |lock of hair back from her face.
She tries to pull away from his touch, but the chains hold
tight.

DUKE EDMJUND
You don't have to die. There is
still time to enter the fold.

She spits at him
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DUKE EDMUND
| see your will is as strong as ever.
He wal ks away.
DUKE EDMUND

Farewel | ny child.

The Duke | eaves the circle. A Female Vanpire takes its place
beside the altar. Dressed in a black robe she carries an
or nat e dagger

The Vanpires close their circle. Their chants raises in
intensity.

FATHER WALLACE | ooks on from behind a bush. He has his cross
in one hand. Hi's holy water in the other. He crouches down.

FATHER WALLACE
(soft)
G ve ne strength.

He springs fromthe bushes. Charges the Vanpires.

He gets only a few feet before the cross is slapped fromhis
hand. He is grabbed by the front of his robe. Lifted off
his feet. He finds hinself staring into Wlliams face.

FATHER WALLACE
God hel p us.

W LLI AM
Not this tinme priest.

WIlliamtosses the man back into the bushes. The priest
| ands hard on his back. The inpact knocks the wi nd out of
hi m

Deirdre | ooks toward the commpti on. She sees Wlliam A
qui ck 1 ook at the sky. Only the slightest edge of the noon
is visible. She |ooks back at WIIliam

DEI RDRE
Fight his control..You' re stronger
than he is.

PH LLIP (O S.)
Save your breath. He has tasted the
bl ood of the innocent.

Phillip steps fromthe shadows.
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W LLI AM
| have tasted blood...but |I am not
i nnocent .

In a flash WIlliamkicks the closest Vanpire in the back.
The bl ow sends the creature flying over the altar where it
collides with the Vanps on the other side.

Phillipis in arage. He |looks to the sky. The nmoon is in
full eclipse.

PH LLI P
End her.

The Femal e Vanpire raises her dagger.

Wlliamturns his head. Wthout |ooking he reaches down and
grabs Father Wallace's fallen cross. He screans in pain as
his flesh snolders. He whips his hand around. Throws the
Cr oss.

The object flips through the air. It slans into Femal e
Vanpire's back. The inpact buries several inches of the
shaft in her.

She hows. Her flesh dries. She falls forward across
Deirdre. The cross protrudes from her back. Forces the
ot her Vanpires back

Wlliam |l ooks at Phillip. He raises his left hand. There
is a pair of bite marks on his hand. WIIliamgrins.

EXT. DUKE EDMUND S CASTLE -- NI GHT

Torches in hand The Knights of the Dark Cross thunder their
mounts toward the castle. Janes, Sir David, and Sir Jericho
ride in the | ead.

EXT. CENTRAL GARDEN -- NI GHT

WIlliamfaces the Vanpires wwth a nortal sword.

Atrio of the creatures attack while the other two attenpt
to get to Deirdre despite the cross.

Wl liamgut stabs an attacker. The wound is far fromfatal,
but it allows himto slamthe creature against one of its
partners.

The third attacks. WIlliamparries the blow Two quick
slashes to it throat. Then he stabs it through the chest.



95.
Twi st s.

FATHER WALLACE nmakes it back to his feet. He rushes to the
al tar.

The duo of Vanps turns on him The priest splashes the
cl osest across the face wwth holy water. Blinds it.

The second draws a sword. Father Wallace yanks his cross
from Femal e Vanpire's corpse. Uses it to hold the creature
back.

PHI LLI P charges the priest frombehind. He slides to a stop
as Wlliam |l ands between himand his intended target.

W LLI AM
Fear the knight.

EXT. COURT YARD -- N GHT

Janmes and the Knights ride through the gates.
Vanpires charge fromthe castle.

Sir David junps fromhis horse. Draws a sword

SI R DAVI D
For the Cross.

The Knights leap to the ground. Charge the Vanpires.
CENTRAL GARDEN
Fat her Wal |l ace | ooks down at Deirdre.

FATHER WALLACE
Have ya free in no tine.

He sets the holy water on the altar. He uses his | ock pick
to free her from her shackl es.

PH LLIP draws Wlliams holy sword. They face off. WIlliams

|l ast two attackers nove toward him

PH LLI P
Get the girl..I'"ll handle this boy.

The Vanpires head off.

DElI RDRE sees them com ng. She grabs the holy water. Enpties
the vial wth an arcing sweep of her arm
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The liquid splashes across the Vanpires. Burns its way into
t hem

Fat her Wal | ace | ooks back. Then he give her a | ook of
approval. Deirdre junps to her feet.

The sword wielding Vanpire takes a wild leap. It |ands behind
the priest. Lunges for Deirdre.

Fat her Wal |l ace spins on his heel. He swings his cross |ike
a bat. Slans it against the side of the creature's head.

Deirdre grabs the sacrificial dagger fromthe altar. She
slans it into the creature's heart. Pulls it out as the
Vanpire falls dead.

FATHER WALLACE

I f James still lives, the Knights
are on their way. You'll be safe
soon.

Deirdre gets to her feet. They head toward the entrance to
the castle. Before they can reach the doorway they are
cornered by anot her Vanpire.

The priest holds it back with the cross while Deirdre tries
to stab it. The creature knows it has themcornered. It
stays out of Deirdre's reach.

WLLI AM charges Phillip. The two nen attack and counter
attack with i nhuman speed.

Phillip spins low. He sweeps WIlliam s |egs out from under
him WIIliamsmashes down on his back.

Ri chard stabs down at him WIIliam parries the bl ow
Phillip's blade digs into the ground a hair's width from
Wl liam s head.

Wlliamkicks Phillip in the chest with both feet.

The Vanpire King flies backward. Sl anms against the wall.
Drops his sword as he hits the ground.

A KNIGHT slips into the garden. He carries a bow and arrows.

The Kni ght douse the tip of an arrow with holy water froma
large vial. Draws the bow string. Takes aim

At WIIiam
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JAMES (0. S.)
No!

James flies into frane. He collides with the bowman.

The Kni ght stunbl es sideways. But not before rel easing the
arr ow.

The arrow zips through the air toward Wlliam The aimis
off center but still on target. The arrow pierces Wlliams
arnored leg. Sinks into his calf nuscle.

WIlliamscreans as snoke rises fromthe wound. He grabs the
arrow. Rips it out.

JAMES sl aps the Knight on the back of his head.

JAMES
That's Sir WIliamya dunb bastard!
(points at Phillip)
Kill that one.

The Kni ght douses a second arrow. Loads the bow. Takes aim
at Phillip who is clinbing to his feet.

A | oud hiss behind the Knight.

A Vanpire grabs the Knight's head. Wenches it to the side.
There is a sickening crunch. The Knight, his vertebrae
shattered, goes |inp.

Hi s dead hand rel eases the arrow. It takes weak but steady
flight.

PHI LLI P catches the arrow by the shaft. The tip is inches

fromhis eye. He tosses it to the ground. Retrieves his
sword. Heads toward WIIliam

JAMES stabs the Vanpire through the back as it feeds on the
dead Knight. His blade slices through its heart.

Janmes | eaves his sword. G abs the bow

He | oads and arrow and fires at Phillip.

As the arrow takes flight, Janmes gl ances down. He sees the
Knight's holy water |eaking fromits open container on the
gr ound.

JAMES
Damm it all.
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The arrow strikes Phillip in the shoulder. Un-anointed it
has little nore effect than a pin prick.

Phillip pulls out the offending arrow. Tosses it aside.
The wound begins to close the second the arrow is gone.

Wlliamlinps forward. Engages Phillip again.

Phillip parries the attack. Drives the wounded kni ght back
with a lightening flurry of thrusts and sw ngs.

He | ooks toward the sky.

The nmoon is noving out of the |ast phase of the eclipse.
Janmes grabs another arrow. He dips the tip in the holy water
as the last of it soaks into the ground. He pulls the bow
string back. Prepares to take aim

Fat her Wal | ace | ooks toward Janes. He sees a Vanpire
scurrying dowmn the wall toward Janes.

FATHER WALLACE
Janmes! Above ya!

Janes spins. Looks up. Sees the creature.

He brigs the bow up. Fires the arrowinto the top of the
Vanpire's head.

The creature hows. Falls.

Janmes tries to side step. Before he can the Vanpire |ands
on hi m knocki ng hi munconscious. In its death throws it
claws deep furrows into Janes' chest.

Fat her Wallace tries to run past the Vanpire in front of
him It is too close. The priest bunps against it in his
att enpt .

It grabs a handful of Father Wallace's clothing. Hurls him
back over its head.

The priest flips through the air. Crashes to the ground.
His cross slips fromhis grasp. Bounces away.
The creature noves toward Deirdre

Deirdre steps up to neet it. She slanms her dagger into the
creature's chest.
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The Vanpire falls as the blade pierces its heart.
WLLIAMthrusts his sword toward Phillip's chest.

Phillip spins to the side. Kicks williamin his wounded
| eq.

Wl liamdrops to his knees.
Phillip kicks Wlliamin the side of the head.

The force knocks WIliam head over heels. He crashes face
first against the ground.

Phillip grabs the sword fromWIIliam s hand. Stabs the knight
t hrough the shoul der pinning himdown as the blade sticks
into the ground beneath him

The garden is bathed in soft |ight.

Phillip I ooks to the sky. The eclipse has ended. Phillip
shouts. The sound shatters wi ndows. Forces Father Wall ace
and Deirdre to cover their ears.

He | ooks across the garden. He sees that Deirdre has stabbed
her woul d be captor.

Phillip charges toward her.
Fat her Wal | ace has dragged hinself over to his cross.
He sees Phillip rush by.

Fat her Wal |l ace grabs the cross. His face shows the pain he
feel s as he pushes hinself up onto his knees.

FATHER WALLACE
Dei r dr e!

Fat her Wal | ace throws the cross.

W LLI AM cl enches his teeth

He puts his hands flat on the ground. Pushes hinself upward.
Slowy. Bloodily. He slides his body up the bl ade.

Hi s back hits the hand guard. One final push. The bl ade
slides free fromthe ground.

Deirdre reaches up to catch the cross.
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Fat her Wal |l ace has throwmn it too high. |t bounces off of
her finger tips. Hits the wall. Falls useless to the ground.

Phillip reaches Deirdre. He grabs her by the throat.

PHI LLI P
This isn't over, bitch.
Phillip throws her back against the wall. Then he LEAPS to
the roof. WIliammakes it to his feet. He neets Phillip's

eyes. Shakes the sword out of his back.
Phillip bounds across the roof. Disappears into the night.

Wl liamrushes to the priest who |ooks into his red eyes
with fear.

W LLI AM
| amsorry. He wouldn't have cone
unl ess he felt it was safe. | had

to make himbelieve that | was under
his control.

Fat her Wal | ace noticeably rel axes.

FATHER WALLACE
They canna kill her now. It nust be
under a dark noon.

W LLI AM
That time shall come again. This
ends. . toni ght.

VHAM

Wlliamis rocked by a head on charge from Sir David. The

ol der knight stabs out with a black handl ed dagger. WIIliam
catches Sir David by the wist. Stops the knife as it hits
his chest plate.

W LLI AM
Now is not the time for this old
friend. Finish here. Then bring
t he Knights to Stonehenge.

In a flash Wlliamis across the garden. He |eaps onto the
roof. Follows Phillip's trail into the night.

Fat her Wal |l ace pulls the dead Vanpire off of James. Sir
David and Deirdre join him Janmes' |ifeless eyes stare up
at them
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FATHER WALLACE
He was a good man.

SI R DAVI D
Wlliam s turning could spell the
end for us all.

FATHER WALLACE
Wlliamis not under their control
We nust do as he has said.

EXT. STONEHENCGE -- N GHT
Phillip stands near the alter. It has been noved asi de.

Dozens of Vanpires pour out of the cataconbs. Many are arned
w th various weapons which range fromswrds to spi ked naces.

PH LLI P
Go. Destroy everything in your path.

The red eyed beasts scatter in all directions.

Phillip waits until the way is clear. Then he heads down
into the cataconbs.

EXT. STONEHENGE -- LATER

WIlliamstands in the shadows of a |arge stone. He surveys
the area. Sees no one. He heads over to the alter.

Three pairs of red eyes watch himfrom atop one of the upper
hori zontal stones.

WIlliamcrouches. Gabs the edge of the alter. He lifts
one si de.

BAM

The alter is knocked fromhis grasp. He |ooks up. Sees a
Vanpire swing a mace at his head. WII|iam dodges the bl ow
He grabs the vanp by its ankles. Snatches it off of its

feet. Sends it to the ground on the far side of the alter.

Its conrades leap at Wlliam He takes one's head before it
can touch the ground. The other lands behind him Draws a
sword with a curved bl ade.

The vanp attacks. It charges with its sword raised. WIIiam
junps. He clears the ten feet between themw th no effort.
He | ands behi nd his attacker.
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Takes it down with two quick bl ows.

The sounds of heavy footfalls behind him He gl ances back.
The mace w el ding Vanpire charges toward him

WIlliamruns toward one of the large stones. He runs up its
vertical surface. Flips backward. He passes over the
Vanpire. Takes its head as he flies past.

Wlliamlands in a fighting stance. Hi s eyes take in the
ni ght. Not hi ng.

He heads back for the alter.

| NT. STAI RWAY -- NI GHT

The grinding of stone against stone. The alter noves aside.
Moon light flows into a crudely carved stairway which heads
to the darkness of the cataconbs.

Wl liam appears in the opening. A shadow with red eyes.

He heads down.

| NT. FEEDI NG CHAMBER

The glow is very faint here.

Wlliamenters. He |ooks around. He sees that the roomis
filled with CORPSES. All of themare chained to the walls
with shackles. All are covered with bite nmarks, | ook drained
of bl ood.

MARY (V. Q)
WIliam
He | ooks around, but he is still al one. He npbves toward the
far side of the room Heads down a narrow corri dor.
EXT. H LLSIDE -- N GHT

The Knights gallop across rolling hills. Father Wll ace and
Sir Jericho | ead the charge with Sir David just behind them
Al'l the horses but the Priest's bare saddl e bl ankets which
carry the synbol of the Knights.

Their destination, Stonehenge, is just visible in the
di st ance.

Fat her Wallace's nmount pulls up short. Al nost throws him
of f.
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The Kni ght behind himis noving too fast to stop in tine.
Their horses collide. Father Wallace tunbl es sideways from

the saddle. The Knight is throwm forward. He flies several
feet. Hts the ground in a crash of arnor.

Sir Jericho and the others reign their horses to a stop.

SIR JERI CHO
(to downed Kni ght)
Sir Seynore...Can you nove?

The Knight is still.
Sounds of novenent in the darkness.

Fat her Wallace's horse is so frightened that he is forced to
di snount to avoid being thrown.

SI R JERI CHO
Di snount .

The Knights junp to the ground. They forma hasty perineter.

Red eyes peer at themfromall directions. More pairs than
can be count ed.

Sir David noves toward the downed Kni ght.

SI R DAVI D
Hold the line. W can't |eave him

| NT. CATACOVBS MAI N CHAMBER
A dying fire burns near the center off the room

Wl liam noves cautiously in. H's red eyes scan the area.
He sees no one. He noves further in. Sword at the ready.

A FI GURE enters the chanber from another corridor behind
him The Figure is armed wwth a short sword. It noves
silently toward him Raises the weapon. Strikes.

WIlliamspins. He blocks the blowjust in tinme. He finds
hi msel f |l ooking into Mary's face. Her eyes are a deep red.
Her face is a mask of rage.

Wl liamtakes several steps back. Stares at her with
di sbel i ef .

PH LLIP (O
to

S.)
You have a choice make, Knight.
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Phillip strides in. He is armed with Wlliams holy sword.

PH LLI P
Your life or her's.

Mary attacks Wlliamin a flurry of sword strikes. WIIliam
bl ocks each bl ow, but his noves are only defensive.

Phillip charges himfrom behi nd.
EXT. HI LLSIDE -- N GHT
Vanpires attack fromall sides.

Sir David tries to fight, but he is dragged into the darkness
before he can reach the fallen Sir Seynore.

The Knights battle hard, but it is all they can do to hold
back The Hoard.

Fat her Wal | ace scanpers around the inside of the Knight's
circle. He holds up his cross. The tenporary effect as he
passes gives the Knights the slightest of advantages.

A Knight falls beneath the onslaught. Vanpires rush through
the gap. Father Wallace uses his cross in an attenpt to
back the creatures off. The Knights try to cl ose the gap,
but the attack is too heavy. Their perineter coll apses.

Fat her Wal |l ace grabs the fallen Knight's weapon. Wth cross
and sword he joins the fray.

| NT. CATACOVBS MAI N CHAMBER

WIlliambattles both Mary and Phillip. He blocks Mary's
assaults, counter attacks against Phillip's.

Mary swings for Wlliams head. He blocks the blow. Phillip
sweeps his |l egs out fromunder him

WIlliamuses the nomentum for a back flip. He pushes off
against the wall with his feet. Leaps to the far side of
the room Phillip and Mary | aunch thensel ves after him

They land by WIlliam Attack sinultaneously. WIIiam bl ocks
Phillip's leg level swing. Mary's sword cuts between the
shoul der seam of his arnor. Finds flesh.

Phillip takes the upper hand. He smashes his fist against
WIlliams sword hand, knocks the weapon free. A powerful
roundhouse kick sends WIliamflying.



105.
He bangs against the far wall. Crashes to the fl oor.
Phillip charges.
EXT. H LLSIDE -- N GHT

Several nore of the Knights have fallen. Those who remain
stand back to back in battle weary groups of two or three.
Vanpire bodies litter the ground. Still their nunbers seem
i nsur nount abl e.

Fat her Wal |l ace stands with a single Knight. The priest uses
the cross to blind his attackers. Then the sword to drop
them H's noves are those of an unseasoned warrior, but the
cross helps himto hold his own.

The Kni ght behind himfalls to a trio of the creatures. The
priest is powerless to help him He can only circle slowy
with the cross held over head. Despite the power of the
holy synbol, the Vanpires slowy close on him

| NT. CATACOVBS MAI N CHAMBER

Phillip lands by Wlliam Mry joins himseconds |ater.
Wlliamrolls onto his back. Starts to get up

Phillip stabs himwth the orange-red blade. WIlliamshifts
at the | ast second. The sword pierces his shoulder. The
bl ade sears his flesh. Draws a deep shout of agony.

Phillip twists the blade free. Raises it for another strike.

WIlliamnmeets Mary's eyes with a | ook of sad regret. Then
he kicks her with a hard, sweeping blow The shot knocks
Mary sideways. She snmashes against Phillip. Both tunble to
t he ground.

WIlliamgrinmces his way to his feet. Phi
up. He swings for the knight's throat. W

I'lip is already
is knocked to the ground by Mary's open-fie

li
I l'i am ducks but
| d tackl e.

WIlliamtakes her hit hard in his wounded shoul der. The two
hit the floor in a junble of arns and legs. Phillip attacks.

He swngs wwth no regard as to his target.

Wlliamrolls so that his body covers Mary's Phillip splits
his arnor. Burns a furrow across his back.

WIlliamscreans. Hi s eyes turn such a dark red that his
pupils are no longer visible. He throws a kick which shatters
the Vanpire King' s knee.
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Phillip stunbles. He goes down as he | eg gives way beneath
hi m

WIlliamwenches the sword from Mary's hand. LEAPS to his
feet. Mary grabs his leg. He backhands her w t hout | ooking.
Pulls free of her grasp.

Phillip's leg has al nost healed. He stands. Faces his foe.
WIlliamshows no regard for his opponent's weapon. He charges
like a bull.

Wl liamsw ngs high. Phillip blocks. He slanms his shoul der
into Wlliams chest. WIlliamfalls back.

Phillip doesn't relent. He attacks wth a flurry of bl ows.

Wl 1liam bl ocks but he is on a straight defensive. Phillip's
strikes cone too fast for Wlliamto counter

Wlliams sword breaks in half.

Phillip draws back for the killing bl ow.

Wl liamgrabs the broken blade fromthe floor. He throws

it. The blade sticks in Phillip's throat. He gags. Stunbles
back. Yanks the bl ade free.

Wlliamis up. He charges enpty handed at his eneny.

EXT. H LLSIDE -- N GHT

Fat her Wallace is hit from behind. He goes down hard. The
Vanpires cl ose in.

| NT. CATACOVBS MAI N CHAMBER
Phillip attacks with i nhuman speed. WIIliam matches him

He dodges sword strikes. Blocks others by parrying agai nst
the side of the bl ade.

W1l 1liam ducks a head shot. He slans Phillip under the chin
with the heel of one hand. He grabs Phillip's sword hand
with the other. He spins so that he is back to chest with
hi s foe.

An el bow strike to Phillip's nose. Then Wlliamtw sts the

Vanpire King's sword arm Shatters the bone above the el bow

WIlliamspins on his heel. He rans his fist through Phillip's
chest. Pulls back renoving the Vanpire's still beating heart
fromhis chest.
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Phillip staggers back. He drops to his knees. Then coll apses
to the floor. H's skin dries and fl akes.

WIlliamand Mary how in pain. Snoke rises fromthe bite
mar ks on their necks.

EXT. H LLSIDE -- N GHT

The Vanpires withe in pain. They drop to the ground before
t he stunned Knights. Father Wallace is buried beneath his
former attackers.

A pair of Knights rushes to the fallen priest's aide. They
pull himfrombeneath the pile. Father \Wallace energes dazed
but otherw se no worse for wear.

| NT. CATACOVBS MAI N CHAMBER

Wlliamlays on the floor. After a nonent he opens his eyes.
They have returned to their normal col or.

The purple glow fades out |leaving the dying fire as the only
source of light.

Wl liam pushes to a sitting position. He |ooks over. He
sees Mary sprawled on the floor. He clinbs stiffly to his
feet. Goes to her.

He rolls her gently onto her back. Caresses her face. Her
eyes flutter open. They too have returned to normal. WIIliam
begins to weep. Hugs her tight against his chest.

He renoves her crucifix and slides it ever so gently over
her head.

| NT. KI NG HENRY' S STUDY -- DAY
King Henry stands near a grand fireplace.
WIliam stands beside himwearing his arnor.
KI NG HENRY
| would give you anything you coul d
ever desire.

W LLI AM
| have but one desire, ny |ord.

King Henry turns. He |ooks out the window. After a nonent
he turns back to WIIliam
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Kl NG HENRY
So be it, Sir WIliam

EXT. COURT YARD -- DAY

Wlliamexits the castle. He wears no arnor. He wal ks down
t he steps.

Fat her Wal |l ace and Sir Jericho stands at the bottom of the
steps. The nen shake hands.

SIR JERI CHO
Live well ny friend.

W LLI AM
Lead well, Sir Jericho.

Wlliamturns to the priest.

FATHER WALLACE
God's blessin' to ya.

W LLI AM
VWere will you go now?

FATHER WALLACE
The Hoard may be gone, but the Lord's
work is never done. The young can
al ways use a taste of The Wbrd.

W LLI AM
Go easy on them Warrior Priest.

Wl liam holds out his hand. Father Wallace ignores it.

I nstead he steps forward and enbraces his friend. After a
monment, WIlliamreturns the gesture.

WIlliamstrides over to a horse and wagon team

Mary sits on the driver's bench. Deirdre is next to her.
The Child of Light clinbs down as WIIliamreaches them

DEI RDRE
She's a | ucky woman.

W LLI AM
Yes. . She is.

She ki sses himon the cheek. Then steps away fromthe wagon.
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DElI RDRE
Don't forget who your friends are.

W LLI AM
| would tell you the sane.

Wlliamclinbs up. He sits beside Mary. A brief Kkiss.
Then WIliamtakes the reigns.

W LLI AM
Hold on and sit tight.

Wl liamsnaps the reigns. He drives the wagon toward the
courtyard gates.

BLACK
EXT. STONEHENGE -- N GHT

The nonunent shows the touch of time. A light fog surrounds
the ancient structure.

A |light approaches through the fog. As it grows closer, we
realize that it cones froma flashlight.

A group of TEENACERS energes fromthe fog. Three boys and
two girls. The Single Boy holds the flashlight while the
girls hold tight to their boyfriends.

GRL 1
This was a bad idea. Let's go back

They reach the alter. Single Boy turns out the flashlight
to a chorus of wooos fromthe other boys. He sticks the
light in his coat pocket.

S| NGLE BOY
| adr any of you to sit on this thing.

Boy 1 | ooks at the others.

BOY 1
"1l do it.

GRL 2
Don't Roger. .. Pl ease.

He | ooks at her for a beat. Then he pulls away and heads to
the alter. He hops up.
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SI NGLE BOY
You know what tonight is?

No one answers.

SI NGLE BOY
It's Samhain. Pagan night of the
dead.

He slides a hand under his coat.

SI NGLE BOY
The night sacrifices were nmade on
this very spot.

He whi ps a pocket knife fromunder his coat. Brandishes it
at Boy 1.

Boy 1 reaches for his conpanion's wist. He finds the bl ade
instead. It cuts deep into his palm

BOY 1
Fucker. \What the hell are you doi ng?

Si ngl e Boy | ooks scar ed.

SI NGLE BOY
| didn't nean it, Man. | was just
trying to scare you

BOY 1
You did a damm good j ob.

Boy shakes his wounded hand.

Drops of blood fly free. Several hit the dirt. A purple
gl ow spreads across the ground.

FADE OUT
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