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FIRST DRAFT

FADE IN

1 INT. DRUG HOUSE – DAY

ECU of coffee table top. Silence. After a few moments a single drop of blood falls onto the tabletop. We see that the main character’s nose is bleeding and dripping onto a coffee table he is kneeling in front of. He wipes the blood away from his face as it still bleeds. We see that he is in the basement of a drug house with drug paraphernalia scattered around the coffee table. Four other drug users are surrounding the table, each doing drugs. They point and laugh at the main character as his nose bleeds. The main character starts to laugh at himself as he starts to stand up. He runs down the hall way and into the bathroom. As he slams the door to the bathroom, we slam cut to black.

TITLE CARD:

A Week Earlier

2 INT. BEDROOM – MORNING

CU of an alarm clock. The time is 7:30 a.m. and the alarm is going off. Music plays in the background. The camera pans over to show the main character trying to get out of bed. After a while, he gets up and sits on the edge of his bed. The main character pulls on a sock.

3 INT. VAN – MORNING

The door to a minivan is opened and the main character’s friend, carrying a backpack, steps inside. The main character’s mom is driving the van.

MAIN CHARACTER

Hey, man. 

The friend sits down and as the door closes and opens again we find ourselves at:

4 EXT. IN FRONT OF SCHOOL – MORNING

The main character and his friend exit the van and start walking towards the school.

MOM

Okay, have a good day of school you guys.

The two friends do not say anything back and keep walking towards the front doors of the school. We see various groups of friends talking in groups around the front entrance of the school. The two friends continue to walk towards the school. They look at all the different types of people talking to each other.

FRIEND

Do you see anybody from middle school here?

MAIN CHARACTER

Not yet. I don’t really care though. All the kids in middle school were complete dicks.

The friend starts to laugh as they walk past a group of stoners standing beside the doors to get into the school; they all seem to be smoking. The group of stoners all looks over and acknowledge the two friends entering the school.

FRIEND

Stoners...

They enter the school.

5 INT. SCHOOL – MORNING

The camera focuses on the two friends and then pans right. The camera tracks through the entire cafeteria as the audience picks up various tidbits of other people’s conversations. The camera does a complete 360 of the cafeteria before it turns back to the two friends who look completely out of place. We see that the main character’s friend has left and is talking with somebody else. We cannot hear what they are talking about. After a few moments the friend walks back over to the main character.

MAIN CHARACTER

What was that all about?

The two friends continue walking through the halls on their way to their first class.

FRIEND

He’s just a friend of a friend.

MAIN CHARACTER

What were you guys talking about?

FRIEND

He just told me that he was having a party this Friday.

They continue walking. After a few seconds:

FRIEND (CONT’D.)

We should go.

MAIN CHARACTER

Nah.

FRIEND

Why not? It’s supposed to be pretty good. Lots of hotties.

MAIN CHARACTER

Besides the guy you were just talking to, do you think you’ll know anybody there?

FRIEND

No. But that’s the point. It’ll be fun.

MAIN CHARACTER

Well what would we do there? Sit around? 

FRIEND

I don’t know. They’ll have booze. Probably drugs too.

The main character is taken aback. The friend does not believe the main character’s reaction.

FRIEND (CONT’D.)

Well what did you think that they would do? Play twister? Maybe drink lemonade?

MAIN CHARACTER

Well, whatever. I just never really thought about it before. 

FRIEND

C’mon man, let’s just go. You don’t have to drink or anything. I’m not. Drinking is retarded. And I’d never do drugs. 

The main character considers this. 

MAIN CHARACTER

I don’t know, man.

FRIEND

Just... Come on.

MAIN CHARACTER

Ok.

FRIEND

Ok, sweet. It’s not like we’ll get arrested or anything. 

MAIN CHARACTER

Well, what if the cops show up?

FRIEND

Then... We run. Don’t worry though, we won’t stay long. 

6 INT. MAIN CHARACTER’S HOUSE – DAY

The camera is in a CU of a note left on a table. In the background we see the front door open and the main character walks in. After putting his backpack down he walks over to the table, picks up the note and reads it. CU of note:

DAD AND I ARE AT WORK.

JEFF IS AT FRIENDS.

MAKE DINNER.

The main character puts the note down. We see him over the stove, boiling a pot of water. After a few seconds he pours a box of Kraft Dinner into the pot. 

7 INT. MAIN CHARACTER’S ROOM – DAY

The main character is sitting on the edge of his bed, eating the Kraft Dinner right out of the pot while watching TV. After a few moments the screen fades to black.

TITLE CARD:

FRIDAY

8 EXT. IN FRONT OF PARTY HOUSE – NIGHT

Est. shot of party house. Numerous cars are parked in front of the house. The deep bass of music can be heard. We also hear some people talking loudly. More people pull up to the house and enter. Every light is on in the house. After a while, the main character and his friend step into the frame as they slowly walk towards the house. 

9 INT. PARTY HOUSE – NIGHT

We see tons of shoes covering the floor just inside the house. As the two characters slowly descend the stairs the sound of music begins to become increasingly clear. Parting the crowd, the two friends find a very comfortable couch. They sit. There is an overwhelming amount of people in the room. All you can hear are various conversations being yelled over the loud music. 

FRIEND

I can sit on a couch at home, lets go… 

MAIN CHARACTER

Whatever… calm down we’ll stay for a bit and see how it goes. Don’t be a pussy.

FRIEND punches MAIN CHARACTER in the arm and sits back into the couch. Through the perspective of main character we see a joint being passed between a group of friends. We notice main characters interest in this group. One of the group members comes over with a cup full of alcohol. As he sits down next to friend he spills alcohol all over himself. Party guy hands friend the marijuana in his hand but friend just looks down and shakes his head. This does not deter party guy from inhaling more drugs and leaning back into the couch.

PARTY GUY

So boys what grade are you in? 

Party guy smokes more drugs. Friend starts to talk but main character talks over him.

MAIN CHARACTER

12.

The party guy laughs and the friend is surprised by the main character’s response and rolls his eyes.

PARTY GUY

Sweet, little dudes. 

The party guy continues to smoke, as the friend gets more uncomfortable.

PARTY GUY (CONT’D.)

You guys are pretty cool, you want some of this?

The party guy hands over the cup. The friend shakes his head ‘no’ and is surprised again that the main character is quick to grab the cup.

MAIN CHARACTER

Sure, man.

The main character holds the cup to his face and smells it before he takes a drink. He looks at his friend who cannot believe what he is seeing. The main character takes a sip and makes a subtle face. He hands it back to the party guy.

MAIN CHARACTER (CONT’D.)

Thanks man.

The party guy acknowledges him and puts his joint in and ashtray on the coffee table right in front of the two friends.

FRIEND

Okay, let’s go.

MAIN CHARACTER

Whatever, I’m staying.

The friend gets up and leaves as the main character remains at the party. He focuses on the smoldering joint in the ashtray. He stares. The camera slowly pulls away from the couch revealing the main character sitting alone at the couch staring at the joint in the ashtray. As the camera gets further away the main character becomes less visible.

10 INT. MAIN CHARACTER’S ROOM – DAY

CU of alarm clock. We see the time is 1:32 p.m. The camera moves over to the bed where we see the main character asleep on the bed with his clothes on top of all of the sheets. Suddenly, the phone rings. We hear the main character’s mom from downstairs.

MOM (O.S.)

Hello?

(pause)

Yeah, I think he might still be sleeping, hang on.

There’s a pause. The main character’s mom yells towards upstairs, waking the main character.

MOM (0.S.)

Are you up yet? Phone’s for you.

The main character sits up on the bed and rubs his eyes. He picks up the phone and yells back to his mom.

MAIN CHARACTER

Okay, mom!

The main character begins talking on the phone. It is obvious that he is talking to his friend.

MAIN CHARACTER (CONT’D.)

Hello?

(pause)

Hey man.

(pause)

I don’t know, a couple of hours after you left I guess.

(pause)

Like what?

(pause)

Nah man, I’m tired.

(pause, saying angrily)

‘Cause I got hammered last night.

(pause)

Well people kept handing me drinks! I wasn’t going to turn them down!

(pause)

Okay, see ya.

The main character hangs up the phone and collapses on the bed, falling asleep again.

TITLE CARD:

MONDAY

We see the main character riding in the minivan. His mom is driving him. We also notice that the main character’s friend is not in the van. The main character seems very tired as they continue to drive.

11 EXT. IN FRONT OF SCHOOL – DAY

The main character begins walking towards the school. We notice that almost all of the students are inside, making us believe that he is late for school. He walks past the group of stoners, all smoking. As he gets over towards the front doors the group of stoners stop him from entering.

FIRST STONER

Hey.

The main character looks over and acknowledges the group.

FIRST STONER (CONT’D.)

What’s your name?

MAIN CHARACTER

What?

SECOND STONER

Weren’t you at that party this weekend?

MAIN CHARACTER

(continued)

Yeah. Why?

FIRST STONER

Come over here for a second.

The main character begins walking towards the group and then remembers school.

MAIN CHARACTER

I gotta get to class. I’m kinda late.

THIRD STONER

Hey man, you want one?

The third stoner reaches into his pocket and pulls out a joint. He holds it out at the main character. The main character sees this and begins walking into the school.

MAIN CHARACTER

Nah. Maybe some other time.

THIRD STONER

C’mon. Just take it. Save it for later.

The main character considers this before he finally reaches out and takes it. He puts it in his pocket and walks into the school. 

12 INT. CLASSROOM – DAY

The teacher is talking to the classroom full of students as the main character walks in through the door, late. He seems embarrassed as he walks over to the empty desk sitting beside his friend.

13 EXT. IN FRONT OF SCHOOL – DAY

Students pour out of the school as another day is done. We focus on the main character and his friend walking out of the school, they near the parking lot.

FRIEND

Where’s your mom?

MAIN CHARACTER

I called her and said I wanted to walk home today.

FRIEND

Why?

MAIN CHARACTER

I want to try this.

The main character pulls out the joint from his pocket that the stoners gave him earlier. His friend is completely taken aback.

FRIEND

Are you kidding me?

MAIN CHARACTER

What? I want to see what it’s like. Just once.

The friend starts shaking his head and sighing.

FRIEND

(continued)

You’re such a moron.

MAIN CHARACTER

What? It’s not like it’ll kill me or anything.

FRIEND

It might.

MAIN CHARACTER

Whatever.

The friend turns around and starts walking back into the school, leaving his friend by himself.

FRIEND

I’m calling my mom. I don’t want to be around you when you do that stuff.

The main character continues walking, playing with the joint in his hands. As he gets further away from the school grounds he approaches a girl walking near him.

MAIN CHARACTER

Hey, do you have a light?

He holds up the joint to show the girl. The girl opens her purse and tries to find one.

GIRL

Sure. Is that a joint?

The joint is lit and the main character begins to smoke it. He begins coughing and his eyes start to water.

MAIN CHARACTER

Yeah.

GIRL

Weren’t you at that party on Friday night?

The main character nods his head ‘yes’.

GIRL (CONT’D.)

Sweet. Well see ya later.

The girl walks away as the main character continues to smoke, occasionally coughing.

14 INT. MAIN CHARACTER’S HOUSE (BEDROOM) – DAY

At first all we see is the white of the ceiling. Then we notice that the main character is lying on his bed on his back, staring at the ceiling. 

15 EXT. IN FRONT OF SCHOOL – MORNING

The main character is standing in front of the school with the group of stoners. We notice that the main character is smoking a cigarette and every so often he coughs. After some mixed chatter between the friends the main character’s friend walks by the group, staring at the main character. The main character acknowledges his friend with a nod, but his friend continues walking, ignoring him. After a few more moments the main character throws his cigarette to the ground and begins walking into the school. The stoners stop him.

STONER

Hey man, where’re you goin’?

MAIN CHARACTER

(continued)

I gotta get to class, I have a major test I have to write.

SECOND STONER

That’s harsh.

The main character continues walking and once again, the stoners stop him.

MAIN CHARACTER

I’ll see you guys at lunch.

FIRST STONER

Well we were going to go to our buddy’s house in a bit. You should come.

MAIN CHARACTER

I don’t know...

The main character continues walking. The group of stoners starts to follow him. They keep trying to convince him.

THIRD STONER

C’mon, man.

The main character thinks about this for a few seconds.

16 INT. CAR – DAY

All of the stoners, including the main character, all sit in a car as they drive to their destination. 

STONER

(continued)

Does anybody know who’s all going to be there?

OTHER STONER

Brody said some of his girlfriends will be there. Other than that...

MAIN CHARACTER

Where does this guy live?

Everybody completely ignores him as they continue to drive towards the house.

17 EXT. IN FRONT OF DRUG HOUSE – DAY

The car pulls up to the walkway leading to the front door. The main character follows the group of stoners at a noticeable distance. It is clear that the main character is nervous as the group continues to move closer to the house. We notice that the owners of the house do not keep it very well. They reach the front door a man with no shirt opens it.

MAN WITH NO SHIRT

Hey guys, what’s up?

Loud music can be heard coming from inside the house.

STONER

Hey Brody, we we’re just in the neighborhood. Thought we’d stop by.

We notice that Brody looks over at the main character standing nervously behind the rest of the group.

THIRD STONER

Don’t worry. This guy’s cool. 

Brody nods his head.

BRODY

All right. Come on in guys.

Brody leaves the door open and the stoners, one by one, walk in. The main character closes the door behind him as he enters the house. 

18 INT. DRUG HOUSE – DAY

On the inside, it appears to be a normal house. The main character watches his new friends follow Brody down a flight of stairs towards the basement, the source of the loud music.

19 INT. DRUG HOUSE (BASEMENT) – DAY

The main character is the last one to walk down the stairs into the basement. He sees that there are 4 other people sitting in the basement. One girl and one other guy are playing Nintendo. One other person is lying down on a couch. Another character is crouched in front of a coffee table. Brody walks by the main character, towards the stairs.

BRODY

Make yourself at home, man.

The main character nods as Brody begins walking up the stairs again.

BRODY (CONT’D.)

(continued)

I’ll be right back, guys.

The main character awkwardly sits beside the two people playing Nintendo. He has to push an empty beer can away. His newfound friends are immersed in a conversation with the character crouched at the coffee table. The girl playing turns around and acknowledges the main character.

GIRL

Who’re you?

MAIN CHARACTER

I’m friends with them.

The main character points over to the group of stoners sitting at the coffee table. The guy playing Nintendo turns around and throws the controller to the main character, the guy gets up and walks over to a cooler in the corner and takes out a beer.

GUY

You want to play?

MAIN CHARACTER

Nah.

GUY

Whatever, you want a beer?

The guy holds up a beer.

MAIN CHARACTER

Uhhhh, sure...

The guy throws the can of beer to the main character that barely catches it in his hands. He opens it and awkwardly begins to drink it. After a few more moments, Brody comes back down the stairs carrying a cookie jar. He seems very happy and excited.

BRODY

Okay, gather ‘round boys.

All of the people lying around the basement all rush towards the coffee table where Brody places the cookie jar in the middle. Everybody seems very excited except for the main character who seems confused.

MAIN CHARACTER

What’s in the jar?

Everybody seems to ignore the main character as Brody begins laying out a small pile of powder he takes from the jar in front of each person around the coffee table. Everybody still seems excited.

BRODY

You guys knock yourselves out, I gotta make a phone call.

Brody gets up off of the floor and walks back upstairs. Some of the characters begin making lines and then snorting it. The main character stares at his small pile of drugs and watches everybody else take it in. One of the stoners begins talking to him through sniffles.

STONER

C’mon, man. Try some.

The main character continues to stare at he pile. He looks around at all of the stoned faces.

MAIN CHARACTER

What is it?

The stoner pushes the pile more over towards the main character.

MAIN CHARACTER (CONT’D.)

What does it do?

GIRL

Does anybody remember where I put my coat?

Everybody ignores the girl and continues with taking the crystal meth.

MAIN CHARACTER

I want to know what this stuff is before I do it.

Suddenly, Brody appears back in the basement, overlooking what is happening.

BRODY

It’s crystal meth, dude.

The main character looks over at Brody who is now smoking a cigarette. Brody moves closer to the main character.

BRODY (CONT’D.)

Have a taste.

The main character considers this for a moment. After a few moments the first scene repeats again for the audience. ECU of coffee table top. Silence. After a few moments a single drop of blood falls onto the tabletop. We see that the main character’s nose is bleeding and dripping onto a coffee table he is kneeling in front of. He wipes the blood away from his face as it still bleeds. All of the other characters around him laugh and point at the main character’s bleeding nose. He wipes the blood from his face, stands up and runs down the hallway and into the bathroom.

20 INT. DRUG HOUSE (BATHROOM) – DAY

The main character runs over to the sink and begins to wash the blood from his face. He stares at his reflection in the mirror and then dries the water off of his face. The main character leaves through the door of the bathroom.

21 INT. DRUG HOUSE (BASEMENT) – DAY

The main character emerges from the bathroom, clearly feeling the effects of the drugs. Things speed up and then slow down, speed up and slow down. It goes back and forth as we see what each character in the basement is doing. Brody is sitting on the couch. Brody calls the main character over to the couch. This entire scene is played out in slow motion.

BRODY

(in slo-mo)

Come here a minute.

The main character sits down.

BRODY (CONT’D.)

(in slo-mo)

You’re pretty cool. The guys seem to like you so...

Brody reaches into his pocket and pulls out a small bag of crystal meth. The main character seems completely out of it as he grabs the bag stubbornly.

BRODY (CONT’D.)

(in slo-mo, continued)

...this is on the house. Just don’t let anybody catch you with it or it’s your ass.

The main character puts the bag in his pocket and almost falls off of the couch as he stands back up. The main character stumbles over towards his stoner friends who are lying on the floor.

MAIN CHARACTER

(slightly sped-up)

Hey guys, I think I’m going to leave.

His friends do not even acknowledge him as the film speeds up and shows the main character walking up the stairs.

22 EXT. IN FRONT OF HOUSE – DAY

The film is still sped up as we watch the main character leave the house, walk down the sidewalk and off into the distance back towards his house.

23 INT. MAIN CHARACTER’S HOUSE – DAY

We now see a 2-minute montage of the main character doing a variety of tasks in his room using time-lapse photography. We see him playing Nintendo, reading, watching TV and talking on the phone. After a while the main character collapses on his bed and the screen goes black.

24 INT. MAIN CHARACTER’S HOUSE – MORNING

The main character is collapsed on his bed. His mom yells to him from downstairs.

MOM (O.S.)

You’re going to be late for school! Oh, speaking of school they phoned yesterday. They said you were absent.

The main character seems nervous and doesn’t make a sound.

MOM (O.S., CONT’D.)

We’ll discuss it tonight, I have to go work.

(pause)

I love you.

25 EXT. IN FRONT OF SCHOOL – MORNING

The main character walks near the school. He stops in front of it and looks towards the main doors. His stoner friends are not standing there. He pauses for a few moments before he continues walking past the school.

26 EXT. IN FRONT OF DRUG HOUSE – MORNING

The main character walks past the camera and up towards the drug house, he knocks on the door. After a few moments Brody opens the door.

BRODY

Hey man! Where’ve you been? The guys are inside, come on in.

Brody puts his arm around the main character and leads him into the house. The door closes behind them.

We see a few minutes of a montage showing the main character constantly going back to the drug house, using drugs and getting high. As the montage progresses the small shots of what the main character is doing constantly gets more blurry and chopping. It almost gets to the point where we have no idea what is happening and before we know it:

27 INT. HOSPITAL – DAY

The main character opens his eyes and examines his surroundings. He seems to be lying in a hospital bed. He rubs his eyes and tries top get up but is stopped by a nurse that comes into the room.

NURSE

Just lie back and relax. I’ll tell the doctor you’re awake.

The nurse leaves and the main character is left with a feeling of confusion. After a few moments to himself, the doctor comes in and begins writing something in his chart.

DOCTOR

You’re up.

MAIN CHARACTER

Yeah I am. What happened?

DOCTOR

Well... We don’t know. You were dropped off at the front by a car. Then, they drove off. 

The main character tries to remember what happened and how he got to the hospital.

DOCTOR (CONT’D.)

We contacted your parents. Your mom is at reception; she’s filling out some paperwork.

MAIN CHARACTER

What did she say?

The doctor remains silent for a few moments.

DOCTOR

I think you’d better talk to her about that.

The doctor turns around and begins to leave through the door.

DOCTOR (CONT’D.)

I’ll get her for you.

The main character sighs and closes his eyes. 

MOMENTS LATER...

The main character lies in his bed and listens to what his mom is saying from the chair she’s sitting in beside his bed.

MOM

They told us that you had overdosed.

The mom tries hard to fight back her tears.

MOM (CONT’D.)

They said you almost died. You could’ve died, you know.

The main character opens his eyes and looks over to his mom.

MOM (CONT’D.)

Your father and I talked about it and we’ve decided... We’re getting you help.  I think you know that you need it. 

The main character begins to cry.

MOM (CONT’D.)

How long has this been going on?

MAIN CHARACTER

A couple of weeks...

The main character’s mom begins to break down and cry.

MOM

Who have you been doing these things with?

MAIN CHARACTER

Just some people from school, at this guy’s house.

MOM

Because... The police were talking to me. They want the names of all those people.

MAIN CHARACTER

For what?

MOM

Well...

MAIN CHARACTER

I’m not going to do that to my friends, mom!

MOM

I don’t think you understand... These people... Your friends... You got mixed up with a pretty bad group of people. You know your dad and I always told you to be careful with the group of people you become friends with.

The main character is silent as his mom’s tears begin to flow.

MOM (CONT’D.)

Please. They’re waiting outside. 

The main character looks away from his mom and considers this for a while. He turns back to his mom. 

MOM (CONT’D.)

Whose house do you guys always go to? 

MAIN CHARACTER

I can’t.

MOM

Please.

The main character stares at his mom.

INT. SCHOOL (CLASSROOM) – DAY

We are in a classroom at the school. Time has obviously passed since the main character is sitting in a desk and out of the hospital. The students seem to be working on an assignment. The main character looks over to his friend who seems to be laughing with a group of other people, totally excluding the main character. The main character looks back to his blank assignment. 

INT. MAIN CHARACTER’S HOUSE – DAY

The main character walks through the front door and throws his backpack onto the ground. He begins walking towards the kitchen.

INT. MAIN CHARACTER’S HOUSE (KITCHEN) – DAY

The main character walks into the kitchen and sees his brother, hunched over the kitchen sink spitting blood into the sink. The main character runs over to the sink.

MAIN CHARACTER

Jeff, what happened?

Jeff speaks through coughs and spitting blood.

JEFF

I don’t know. I was walking home and these guys jumped out of their car and started chasing me. Then they hit me in the face. 

MAIN CHARACTER

Jesus, did you know them?

JEFF

No. They said they knew you though.

The main character begins to know who jumped his brother. 

JEFF (CONT’D.)

(continued)

They said they wanted to send you a message or something. Do you know who I’m talking about?

The main character is frozen as he thinks about Brody and the drug house. The screen goes to black.

TITLE CARD:

A Month Later

EXT. NEIGHBORHOOD – DAY

The camera is tight on the main character walking down the street, looking sad. He walks past a couple of houses. Occasionally, we hear vehicles driving by and birds chirping. After a few moments, the main character walks up to a house. The audience recognizes it as the drug house. The main character walks up to the house and knocks on the door. After a few moments, the door is opened and Brody is standing in the doorway. They share a few short inaudible words before the main character steps in and the door is shut.

FADE OUT 

THE END
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