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FADE | N:
EXT. COMMUNI TY HALL - NI GHT
SUPER: UMOUFI A, 1889

A tall MAN, dressed in striped knit suit walks up to the
entrance of the village community hall. This is OKONKWO
LATE 40's.

He stanps his feet to get the nmud off his shoes before he
enters.

I NT. COMMUNI TY HALL - NI GHT

The roomis filled with snoke fromthe traditional tobacco
pi pes all the nen are snoking.

8 MEN in the hall are deep in conversation. They acknow edge
Okonkwo' s presence and turn back to their discussions.

OBl ERI KA, LATE 40's, wal ks up to Okonkwo.

OKONKWD
Any idea on why we are having this
nmeeti ng? At such a late hour?

OBl ERI KA
Didn't you hear? Those degenerates
of Mbai no nurdered one of our own.

OKONKWD
VWho?

OBl ERI KA
Udo's wife.

They both stare at Udo's enpty seat not far from where they
st and.

OBl ERI KA
There's tal k of war.

konkwo smles at the thought of it.

An old WOVMAN, late 60's, frail, dressed in a cloak wal ks up
infront of the nmen. This is Chielo, the priestess.
Acconpanying her is a BOY, 13, skinny and frightened.

The nmen take their seats as silence fills the room Chielo
directs the boy to seat next to her.

OKONKWD
(whi spers to i eri ka)
Who's that?

OBl ERI KA
(whi spers back)
| have no idea.



CH ELO
Has you all m ght have heard. A
great tragedy occurred recently.
Udo's wi fe was attacked and her
life taken fromthe nearby vill age
of Mbai no.

MAN 1 (0.9)
(shout s)
We shoul d take 20 of theirs!!

There is joint laughter. Chielo raises her arns to quiet the
noi se.

CH ELO
Now now, this isn't the time for
war. However, if it was the gods
woul d surely allowit.

Cheers.

CH ELO
But we have nore pressing issues.
The m ssionaries have asked for
| and upon which to build their
"church".

Di sgruntl e murnuring.

CH ELO
| know | share the sane concerns.
But our options are |imted.

Okonkwo st ands up.

OKONKWD

(interrupts)
Forgi ve me but we can not |et these
people in. W mght dress |like them
and use their guns or even speak
their | anguage but we aren't them
We have sacred val ues to uphold and
the monent we |let themestablish a
settlenment on our land that wll
surely be the end of this great
community. | say refuse their offer
and if they want war, then war it
is. W can start with Mdaino for
practi ce.

Cheers. Okonkwo remai ns standi ng.

CHI ELO
| understand your anger Ckonkwo. W
m ght have a sol ution though. One
t hat doesn't involve a single drop
of bl ood.



MAN 2 (O 9)
Let's hear it then?

CHI ELO
The forbidden forrest.

Mur nur s.
CHI ELO

We offer them a piece of the
forbidden forest...

OKONKWO
... And let the spirits deal with
theminstead. Brilliant.

Laughter fromthe crowd.

CHI ELO
Al in favour?

Al nmen raise their hands.

CHI ELO
Agreed. Now back to the case of
Moai no. W sent a representative
and gave them options, safe to say
t hey chose the easy out.

Cl apping fromthe nen.

CHI ELO
They offered us a virgin worthy
enough to take the wfe's place and
this boy as an offering of peace.
Now one of you should take him
under your care until the gods tel
us what to do with him

Si | ence.

OKONKWD
"1l take the boy.

Chatter.

MAN 3
You m ght be nost fiercest warrior
in Uroufia, Ckonkwo, but you are no
famly man.

Okonkwo turns to him

OKONKWO
Ch | ook, a chicken frowns at the
cooki ng pot.

( MORE)



OKONKWO (cont ' d)
(he raises his right hand
revealing 3 bracelets
that indicate the titles
he has acquired)
This is a neeting of nen.

MAN 3 provoked junps up to attack Okonkwo but is held back
by his peers. Ckonkwo doesn't flinch.

MAN 3
You' re not hing speci al Gkonkwo!
Not hi ng!
CHI ELO
Si | ence!
The room qui ets down.
CHI ELO

Okonkwo shal |l have the boy for safe
keeping. | wish you all a happy
har vest .

| NT. OKONKWO HOUSE - NI GHT

Okonkwo | eads the boy inside the house. They are greeted by
his beautiful WFE, EKWEFI, 30s, SON, NYOWE, 14 and
DAUGHTER, EZI NVA, 12.

The children imedi ately take a liking to the boy.

Okonkwo pl aces his pistol by the table as he takes off his
coat .

OKONKWD
This is Ike. He'll be staying with
us for a while.

Okonkwo takes a seat on the mat as his wife brings his
supper.

EKWVEFI
(frightened)
Ckonkwo!
OKONKWO
What is it?

He turns to the direction of her horror. Ike has the gun in
his hands. He is surprisingly fascinated.

Okonkwo cal My wal ks up to the boy.

OKONKWD
| ke, hand ne the pistol.

He hands it back.



OKONKWD
This is a very dangerous thing to
carry.

| KE
It's quiet heavy.

Okonkwo is bew | der ed.

| KE

Wen will | see ny nother?
OKONKWD

| don't know. Go get sonmething to

eat .

| ke follows Ekwefi with the rest of the children to the
ki t chen.

As Ckonkwo eats his wife returns.

EKVEF|
The children |ike him already.

OKONKWD
(rmout h st uffed)
That's good to hear.

She npbves cl oser.

EKVEFI
WIIl he Iive | ong enough to have
his own chil dren?

OKONKWD
What do you nean by that?

EKWVEFI
You know what | nean. It's sad what
happened to Udo.

OKONKWD
Amto keep himsafe and that's all
| know for now. W should pay Udo a
visit, see how s he's hol di ng up.

EKV\EFI
Did the gods ask for you take on
this responsibility.

OKONKWD
| did.
EKVEFI
(di sappoi nt ed)
| see.

She wal ks away. Okonkwo doesn't seem bot her ed.



EXT. OKONKWO COVPOUND - DAY
SUPER: THREE YEARS LATER

The children play in the distance. Okonkwo | ooks on as he
pi cks out which yans to drop in his baskets.

| ke runs over to himexcited. He's bigger now.

| KE
Fat her, do you need any hel p?

OKONKWO
It's ok, you boys did enough by
harvesting the yans, |eave the hard
part to me. Carry on.

| ke heads back.

EKVEFI
| guess he will live Iong enough to
have his own children. The gods
have been nerciful.

OKONKWD
Yes they have.

EKVEFI
You did good on this one.

She | eaves. Ckonkwo lets out a small smle.
Okonkwo spots Obieri ka approaching in the distance.
OKONKWO
(shout s)
Ekwef i ?!

EKVEFI (Q S)
VWhat is it?

OKONKWO
Bring out the palmw ne, we have a
visitor.

He dusts his hands as he reaches out for a hand shake.

OKONKWD
Long tine, old friend. | hope your
harvest is as great as m ne

OBl ERI KA
| can see.

OKONKWD

Wiy the dull nood?

OBl ERI KA
W need to talk old friend.



OKONKWO
Sure, sure.

Ekwefi brings the palmw ne on a tray.
OKONKWD
Let's seat under the shade and talk
it over some pal mw ne
They seat on the ground under the shade of a big tree.

Ekwefi | eaves the two nen after serving them

OBl ERI KA
How s the fam|ly?
OKONKWD
As you can see all is well. | have

no conpl ai nts.

OBl ERI KA
And the boy? | can see he has taken
aliking to you.

OKONKWO
So have |. He's taught ny son how
to be a real man, you know? Like us
back in the younger days. | was
honestly frightened for that boy
but I'ke has turned it around. They
are |ike brothers.

OBl ERI KA
| see.

OKONKWOD
Qi ? What's wong ny friend? Wat
did you want to tal k about?

OBl ERI KA
A deci sion has been made Okonkwo. |
t hought | should be the first to
tell you before they cone.

OKONKWD
(smles)
Tell me, what did they decide old
friend.
OBl ERI KA

They are going to kill him They
are going to offer himas a
sacrifice.

Okonkwo is silent.
OBl ERI KA

Anytinme now, they are com ng for
| ke.



Si | ence.
OBl ERI KA
| wonder sonetines if all this is
necessary. The killing to appease

t he gods. You know t hese

m ssi onaries have a story in their
book about this one man their god
told to sacrifice his own son and
just as he was about to take his
life. In that instant mnute, their
god had a change of heart. And it
got ne thinking. Wiy can't ours do

t he sane.

OKONKWD
Because that's a fairytale. This is
reality.

OBl ERI KA

Don't go with them Wen they cone
for that boy, | am beggi ng you not
to go.

Okonkwo doesn't respond. They proceed to drink their palm
Wi ne in silence.

| NT. OKONKWO HOUSE - NI GHT
Okonkwo |l ays on the mat, quiet. There's a knock at the door.

He doesn't answer. Ekwefi cones fromthe other roomto see
who it is.

EKVEFI (O 95)
How may | hel p you?

MAN 3 (O 9)
W'd like to talk to your husband.

EKVEFI (0. S)
Sone nen are here to see you

He reluctantly wal ks to the door as Ekwefi stands back.
MAN 1
Can we have a word away fromthe
w fe?
Okonkwo steps out as he shuts the door behind him
EXT. OKONKWO HOUSE - NI GHT

OKONKWO
What brings you here.



MAN 3
| think you know what brings us
here. Amsure a little crow by the
name of Cbierika passed by earlier
to give you the good news.

OKONKWO
Yes, he did and so | ask what
brings you here.

MAN 1
We are here for the boy. It's been
deci ded.

MAN 3

We are making an offering tonight.
You' ve really bul ked hi mup, the
gods will surely be pleased.

OKONKWO

VWere will it take place?
MAN 3

The forbidden forest of course.
OKONKWO

| see.
MAN 3

The boy!
OKONKWD

Let ne get him
OGkonkwo returns to his house.
| NT. OKONKWO HOUSE - NI GHT

He passes his wife as he goes to fetch him She | ooks
nervous.

OKONKWO (O, S)
Wake up, | ke we have a journey
ahead of us.

| KE (Q.S)
Fat her, where are we goi ng?

OKONKWO (O, S)
"1l let you know on the way there.

Okonkwo | ater | eads the boy out. Ekwefi grabs himby the
arm

EKV\EFI
(whi spers)
Where are they taking hinf



10.

OKONKWO
We'll talk later.

She won't let go.

EKVEFI
Don't go with them

OKONKWO
| nust!

He pulls away and | eaves.

Ekwefi breaks into tears as she falls to floor in dramatic
f ashi on

EXT. OKONKWO HOUSE - NI GHT

| KE
Who are these nen?

OKONKWD
These nen are going to take you to
your not her.

MAN 3
(to lke)
That's what we are here for, to
make sure you get back hone.

| KE
(to Okonkwo)
Are you com ng al ong?

The men wait for Ckonkwo's response.

OKONKWO
Yes. Let's get going.

The two nmen | ead on, as Ckonkwo and | ke foll ow
EXT. EVIL FOREST - N GHT

Moonl i ght beans over the thick crowmd of tall trees. An eerie
mst fills the narrow path the nmen wal k.

Okonkwo and | ke maintain a good pace behind the two nen.

| KE
| wonder whether nother wll
recogni se me, do you think she
will?

OKONKWO
No not her can forget her son.

| KE
Can | cone back to visit?



11.

OKONKWD
Sure you can. You're |like a.. Am
proud to have had you as ny son.
Don't you forget that.

He grabs his head under his shoulder for a quick enbrace and
then |l ets go.

| KE
VWat if | want to stay?
OKONKWO
You can't, you need to see your
famly.
| KE

But you are ny famly too.

OKONKWD
Your real famly.

The men stop in their tracks and turn to Ckonkwo and the boy
who have al so stopped.

OKONKWD
This is where ny journey ends.

| ke 1 ooks terrified.

OKONKWD
Go on.

| ke takes small steps as he | ooks back at Okonkwo.

OKONKWD
Go on. Be brave ny son.

Okonkwo struggles to hold back the tears as | ke neets up
with the nen. He can't find the courage to turn back

The nmen in turn nudge |l ke forward as they slowly wal k behi nd
hi m

They each reveal the machetes they've been carrying under
their coats.

Man 3 raises his high enough and wi th BRUTE FORCE | ands the
first STRIKE upon lke's right shoulder. Before | ke can
react, Man 1 STRIKES again with his machete. They then take
turns cutting the boy.

He lets out a loud cry! But that only entices the nmen to
stri ke harder

Using the last of his strength he shoves them out of the way
and runs for Ckonkwo who watches on hel pl essly.

| ke holds onto himfor dear life.



12.

| KE
Fat her! Father! They have killed
me!

Okonkwo holds onto the boy with one arm His shirt drenched
in the boy's blood. He can see the two nen wal ki ng towards
himto finish the job.

OKONKWO
You have to be strong Ike.

Okonkwo reaches for his pistol tucked behind his waist as he
| ooks at the men approaching. lke cries in great pain.

OKONKWO
You can't show weakness.

He places the pistol on side of the boy's tenple. And pulls
the trigger! BANG

ke falls to the ground.

MAN 3
Now where's the fun in that?

Okonkwo | ooks on hel pl ess as the nmen drag the boy's body
away fromthe path and into the thick trees.

MOMVENTS LATER
Al'l three nen are wal ki ng back. Okonkwo infront of them

The two nen chuckl e and | augh as they rem ni sce nonents of
the horrible act.

MAN 3
(laughs and i mtates)
Fat her! Father! They have killed
nme.

Man 1 | aughs at Man 30's exaggerations. Ckonkwo ignores them
but clearly shows he's irritated.

MAN 3
VWho' s the chi cken now?

Okonkwo halts and turns back to the nmen. He points his gun
at Man 3.

MAN 3
You know you can't kill your own.
CGods forbid it!

BANG Between the eyes. Man 3 drops dead. Man 1 pulls out
his machete to strike Okonkwo. He dodges his swi ng and grabs
hi m by the neck into a chokehold. As he squeezes the life
out of him he takes hold of his machete and stabs him
multiple tinmes fromthe back wwth one arm He then |lets go
of his lifeless body.



10

13.

He stands over their |ifeless bodi es dazed and confused. He
lets out a loud cry.

I NT. OBl ERI KA HOUSE - NI GHT 10

There's a | oud knock at the door. hierika reaches to answer
it. It's Ckonkwo drenched in blood fromhead to toe.

He lets himin bew | dered.

OBl ERI KA
What happened?

OKONKWO
| killed them They killed ny son
and | killed them

OBl ERI KA
What have you done, Okonkwo?

He seats hi m down.

OKONKWO
(talks to hinself)

Don't show weakness. | can't show
weakness. | am not weak!

OBl ERI KA
Cal m down.

OKONKWD
| have to talk to Chielo. | need to

make this right.

OBl ERI KA
There is nothing you can do, you've
commtted the ultimte sin,
brother. You' ve conm tted nurder.
Your house and crops will be burned
to the ground. Your animals killed.
And you and your famly exiled.

OKONKWD
| should have listened to you old
friend.

OBl ERI KA
You have to leave tonight. I'll try

to reason with the counsel on your
behave. But you nust |eave tonight.

OGkonkwo shakes his head as he hol ds back his tears.
There's a | oud knock at the door.

OBl ERI KA
VWho coul d that be?



14.

He wal ks to the door slightly opening it. Realising who it
is, he steps aside and bows his head.

Chielo wal ks in slowy, acconpanied by TWDO MEN. Wrds can
not explain the anger on her face. She | ooks down upon
Okonkwo with intent.

konkwo can't dare neet her gruesone gaze.

CHEI LO
What have you done?!

FADE TO BLACK

THE END.
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