Wal ki ng The Silver Lining

by
Johnny Di az

Copyright (c) 2012 j ohnny. di az43@ahoo. com
WGA regestered



FADE | N:
I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BATHROOM - NI GHT

NOAH KELLER(27) is sitting on a toilet in his underwear. He
is a lean, nuscular man with dark hair and a grainy beard.

Noah's wists are DEEPLY CUT. The SILVER STRAI GHT RAZOR sits
in a puddl e of blood. Noah watches the blood run down his
arns and trickle down off his fingers. H's eyes water.

NOAH (V. Q)

We have this concept of life and
death that seens so-

(beat)
bl ack and white. But it was
bet ween t hose bl ack and white
absol utes, at this skinny silver
medi um that we found each ot her
It was a place which neither force
of nature existed and we were free
to live our stolen life together.

Noah cl oses his eyes and tilts his head back.

NOAH (V. O. CONTD.)
So we tiptoed our way al ong that
wi nding path for half a year
struggling for balance as the path
grew narrower until finally-

FADE TO BLACK

NCAH (V. O. CONTD.)
| fell off.

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY
SUPER: "Si x nonthes earlier"

Noah wakes before sunrise. He turns his alarmoff. He gets
out of bed and gets dressed.

EXT. MOUNTAIN TRAIL - DAY

Noah runs up the TRAIL and takes a turn into the forest.
Noah arrives at a G ANT BOULDER overl ooking a | ake. He
steps forward into a SMALL | NDENT in the BOULDER and peers
out at the | ake.

Noah cl oses his eyes and stands idle for a few m nutes
bef ore headi ng back down the nountain.

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Noah places the DISC into the DVD player then falls on the
couch with a bottle of WH SKEY. The VIDEO starts with him
dressed in a | unberjack costune, standing in his kitchen.

The canera focuses in on himas he poses.



FEMALE CAMERAMAN (O. S.)
Oh ny God, you |l ook exactly like
t he Brawny Man, babe!

Noah speaks in unison with hinself on the VIDEQO

NOAH
Alright! | hope Jereny is able to
pull off a convincing M. C ean.

FEMALE CAMERAMAN (O. S.)
What did Jereny want to go as?

NOAH
He wanted us to go as Lord of the
Ri ngs characters. | was gonna be

Aragon, he was gonna be that dwarf
wi th the axe and-

FEMALE CAVERAMAN (O. S.)
Gnli?

NOAH
Yeah. And Max was probably gonna
be Legol as but | think he would
make a convinging Gollum He's too
short for an elf and Jereny, well
he makes an excellent dwarf w thout
t he makeup.

FEMALE CAMERAMAN (O. S.)
What is Max dressed up as anyway?

NOAH
He's a scrubbi ng bubble fromthe
toilet bow cleaner. It was funny,

after we finished his costune, he
started spinning in place and
actual ly began cleaning the fl oor!

Noah takes a big swi g of whiskey.

FEMALE CAMERAMAN (O. S.)
On Max you silly man.
(beat)
Well at least | got the brawny man.
You actually | ook pretty sexy in
that flannel and beard.

NOAH
Yeah. Could you inmagi ne what sex
woul d I ook Iike wth a scrubbing
bubbl e?

FEMALE CAMERAMAN (O. S.)
Oh, so dirty...yet so clean

Noah fini shes the whi skey and passes out.



I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Noah wakes up, grabbing his head. He checks his phone and
sees a nmessage from JEREMY. He calls him

JEREMY (O.S.)
Hey, good norning. Are you just
waki ng up?

NOAH
(rubbi ng face)
No.

JEREMY (O.S.)
Yeah, alright. Listen, | was just
in the nei ghborhood and thought I'd
stop by.

NOAH
Um

A KNOCK interrupts his sentence.

JEREMY (O.S.)
Too | ate.

Noah flips the phone shut and opens the door.

JEREMY ( CONTD)
Hey Noabh.

Noah foll ows Jereny back to the living roomwhere the two
sit. Jereny Keller(31) is a short, stocky man with a thick
beard, short brown hair and gl asses.

NOAH
How | ong have you been in the
nei ghbor hood?

JEREMY
Not long. | called you earlier but
| guess you were-

Jereny spots the WHI SKEY BOTTLE beneath the table and the
runni ng DVD pl ayer. He scolds.

JEREMY ( CONTD)
Passed out.

Noah grabs the BOTTLE and dunps it in the garbage can
NOAH
J EREMY
You' ve been wat ching her videos

agai n, haven't you?
( MORE)



JEREMY (cont'd)
(beat)
Nat al i e' s dead, Noah. She's been
gone for a nonth already and you
can't keep doing this shit to

your sel f.
(beat)
The girls mss you, bro.
NOAH
| know. |I'msorry | haven't cone

to see you guys as often as I'd
i ke but they just gave me vacation
time and-

JEREMY
They gave you vacation tinme?

NOAH
Yeah. Two weeks. Pai d.

JEREMY
Well that's good. So what are you
doi ng tonight? You wanna conme over
for dinner and prove to the girls
you aren't dead?

NOAH
Sur e.

JEREMY
Alright. So be over at around si x.
Deni se is makin' | asagna.

NOAH
Yeah, |'lI|l be there.

| NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

The Keller famly sits at a long, wood table. MAYA(6) sits
besi de her younger sister CECILE(5). Maya is a skinny
tomboy wth cornflower colored hair like Denise. Cecile is
slightly chubbier than Maya with darker hair.

DENI SE(31) sits by Noah. She is a thick woman with dark
hair and striking resenblance to Cecile.

Noah stares off into space.

MAYA
Noah? Noah?!

NOAH
Hnt?

MAYA

You're comng to nmy game tonorrow,
right?



NOAH
VWhat tine?

MAYA
It starts at two o' cl ock.

NOAH
['Il be there.

JEREMY
How many goals did you score | ast
gane anyway?

MAYA
Thr ee.

JEREMY
Three? Wow

Jereny | ooks over at Noah who stares down at his plate.
I NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - LI VING ROOM - NI GHT

Deni se | eads the girls down the hall. Jereny and Noah are
left on the sofa.

JEREMY
So are you really going to nake it
to Maya's game or were you j ust-

NOAH
|'"mgoing. | don't have anything
el se pl anned.

A long pause follows before Denise reenters the room As
she sits down, Noah stands up

NOAH
Thanks for dinner.

DENI SE
Yeah.

Noah hugs them both and | eaves the house. Jereny |ocks the
door behind him

I NT. BAR - NI GHT

Noah finishes a nug of beer and sets it down on the bartop.
The tavern is enpty except for a few scattered patrons.

ANTHONY, the bartender and friend of Noah and Jereny, wal ks
over to Noah at the end of the bar. Anthony is a tall,
skinny man wth pale, tattooed skin slick, black hair.

ANTHONY
Anot her ?



NOAH
Anot her .

Ant hony takes and fills the nug.

ANTHONY
So. How s Jereny doin' these days?
Don't see himtoo often anynore.

NOAH
He's doin' good. Busy being a good
dad. Hi s daughter has a soccer
ganme tonorrow actually.
(takes drink)
| al ways knew he'd make a good dad.

Ant hony | ooks at his watch.

ANTHONY
Last call!

A few patrons order another drink while the rest exit. Noah
remai ns at the edge of the bar, huddl ed over his nug.

NOAH
Hey Anthony. Are you
superstitious?

ANTHONY
| would say so. There is
definitely shit in this world that
has nme wonderi ng.

Noah runs his finger along the edge of the nug. He stares
down at the black |ager in the nug.

NOAH
Do you ever think that maybe...if
soneone wasn't ready to die, they
woul d j ust -
(beat)
Stay?

ANTHONY
What, |ike a ghost?

NOAH
(1 ong beat)
Never m nd.

Ant hony | eans on his el bow, over the bar toward Noah.

ANTHONY
Does this have anything to do with
Nat al i e?

NOAH

(to beer nug)
No.



Noah finishes his beer, pays his bill and stunbles away.

ANTHONY
You alright to drive, Noah?

NOAH
' m fine.

Noah gathers hinself and | eaves the bar.
| NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Jereny and Denise lie in bed. Both are unable to sleep.

DENI SE
Jereny?

JEREMY
Yeah?

DENI SE

De you think Noah wll be okay?
He's only gotten worse since the
funeral and tonight he hardly said
a word.

EXT. BAR - CONTI NUOUS
Noah stunbl es across the parking lot to his car.

JEREMY (V. Q.)
| know. |I'mreally worried about
himtoo. He's just been so damed
di stant and hi s house-

| NT. NOAH S CAR - CONTI NUQUS
Noah starts his car and pulls out of the parking |ot.

JEREMY (V. Q.)
It feels really cold and...|l can't
put my finger on it but it's nore
than the fact that Natalie's gone.

DENI SE (V. Q)
What do you nmean?

Noah drives snoothly through town until spotting the BRI DGE
half a ml|e down the road.

JEREMY (V. Q.)
Hi s house just feels eerie and sad.
(beat)
| don't know but now that he's got
all this free tinme on his hands-

Noah HAMMERS his foot down on the gas pedal.



DENI SE (V. Q)
You don't think he'll ever get
better. | can see it in his face
and in yours.

Noah cones up to the start of the BRI DGE

JEREMY (V. Q.)
Yeah | know. He's been watching
sonme of Natalie's old videos again.
| found an enpty whi skey bottle by
t he couch and his DVD player and TV
were still on.

Noah JERKS the steering wheel and ranps off the BRI DGE

JEREMY (V. QO CONTD.)
Maybe | shoul d take himhiking in
the norning. Just the two of us.

DENI SE (V. Q)
| think he'd love that. 1'Ill take
the girls to the gane, you two
coul d neet us there.

JEREMY (V. Q.)
Alright. Good night babe.

DENI SE (V. Q)
Good ni ght.

The car COLLIDES into the river.
FADE TO BLACK

FEMALE VO CE (O S.)
Noah. .. Open your eyes.

FADE | N:
| NT. DARK BEDROOM - NI GHT

Noah awakes naked in a bed, covered by a white sheet. The
roomis enpty except for a WH TE DOUBLE DOOR outlined in
SHI NI NG SILVER. There is a BALCONY where a giant, SILVER
MOON shi nes. Laying naked beside himis NATALIE.

Natal i e has olive colored skin with | ong, wavy brown hair
and a curvy figure. There is a vibrant tattoo of a RED
PHOENI X on her right ribs with it's long tail feathers

wi ndi ng down across her side to her hip.

NOAH
Nat al i e?

NATALI E
Noah.

Bef ore Noah can nove, Natalie stops him



NATALI E ( CONTD)
Don't nove.

NOAH
Am | dead?

NATALI E
No.

A long pause follows as Noah | ooks at Natalie; her face, her
hair, her body. He cautiously inches closer to her.

NOAH
Natalie. 1'msorry for-
NATALI E
Don't tal k. Just know that |'m not
gone, Noah. | never left. But
now-
(beat)
You have to go to sleep.
NOAH
Sl eep?
NATALI E
You have to.
NOAH

What will happen to you? How do |
find you agai n?

NATALI E
"1l find you.

Noah slowy shuts his eyes as the MOON shines brightly.

NATALIE (O S.)
Noah...don't forget ne.

| NT. AMBULANCE TRUCK - NI GHT
A paranedi c waves a |light across Noah's eyes.

NOAH
Nat al i e. .

Noah | oses consci ousness.
| NT. HOSPI TAL - ROOM - DAY

Noah awakes and finds hinself in a hospital bed. Noah pats
t he bandage on his head and | eans back, shutting his eyes.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - THI RD FLOOR - CONTI NUQUS

Jereny wal ks down the hall carrying a BAG and enters-



| NT. HOSPI TAL - ROOM - CONTI NUCUS

Jereny finds Noah in the second bed,
in the first bed seens to be incapacitated.

pati ent

Noah peers out the w ndow as Jereny approaches,

BAG besi de t he bed.

JEREMWY
Hey. How you feeling?

NOAH
I"malright. Have a bit of a
headache but that seens to be it.
How was t he gane?

JEREMY
Good. Maya scored a goal. They
wanted to cone but | told them no.
(beat as Jereny steps
cl oser)
Are you fuckin' stupid? \What the
fuck were you thinkin' ?!

Noah's eyes dart away, hesitating.

NOAH
-1 don't know, guess | wasn't.
|...just needed a drink.

Jereny sighs. Noah fixes his eyes on him

Jereny pulls out his cell

NOAH ( CONTD)
Look, I know I fucked up so can we
pl ease skip the big brother
bull shit? For once?

JEREMY
| don't think so, Noah. You know
you scared the shit out of Denise
and the girls. And then | had to
tell nmom about -

NOAH
Oh God, nmom knows?

JEREMY

Dam right she knows. She wants ne

to call her back as soon as | talk
to you.

(beat)
You know what. ..

JEREMY ( CONTD)
Wiy don't you tell her youself how
much of a fuckin' idiot you were.

10.

near the wi ndow. The

dr oppi ng the

phone and dials a nunber.



11.

NOAH
Jereny-

JEREMY ( CONTD)
It's ringing.

Noah jiggles the phone in Noah's face. Noah snatches the
phone away and brings it to his ear.

NOAH
(into phone)
Ma...No, it's Noah...yeah, |I'm

alright...l don't know, | wasn't
thinking. | was...l know. ..no you
don't...fine.

(to Jereny)
Her e.

Jereny takes the phone.

JEREMY
(into phone)
Ma...yeah I'l| take care of
him..all it was was a bunp on the
head. His car is actually a | ot
worse than he is. Ckay...|love you.

Jereny hangs up and shoves the phone in his pocket.

JEREMY ( CONTD)
So tell nme what happened, Noah.

NOAH
| drank, drove and crashed.
don't know what el se-

JEREMY
Don't bullshit ne Noah. Tell nme
what really happened.

Noah turns to the window. Jereny exhales inpatiently.

JEREMY ( CONTD)
If you can't-

NOAH
| wanted to die. | wanted to be
back with her again, Jereny.

(beat)
|"ve been thinking about it for a
while. And when | was in the car-
(back to Jereny)
If | could at | east make it | ook
li ke an accident. ..

JEREMY
VWhat, we wouldn't feel as bad about
it? About you?



Noah cl enches his fist.

NCAH
You don't think I felt like
shit?..FEEL |ike shit for what |
did? Well | do but sonething
happened.

JEREMY
What happened?

NOAH
Wien | hit the water and everything
went bl ack, that's when |I saw her.

(beat)
Natalie. | saw her as clearly as
' m 1 ooking at you.
JEREMY
Nat al i e?
NOAH
She spoke to ne. Said she never
left and that she'll find nme again.

Jereny grabs a chair and drags it to Noah's bed.

JEREMY

Noah, listen to ne.

(sits in chair)
Natalie is dead. She's gone and
t hese thoughts, these dreans are
going to drive you nuts. You
al nost died | ast night because of
it. Just let her go.

Noah turns back toward the w ndow.

NOAH
| guess you're right.
JEREMY
| AMright, Noah.
(beat)
The doctors say that you're pretty
much good to go. | brought a
change of cl othes so whenever
you're ready, I'lIl be in the | obby.
NOAH

Jereny.
Noah grabs Jereny's armas he is about to | eave.

JEREMY
Yeah?



13.

NOAH
Prom se me you won't tell anyone
about -

JEREMY

If you prom se ne that you won't
try anything this stupid again.

Noah nods slightly. Jereny |eaves the room
| NT. JEREMY' S CAR - DAY

Jereny and Noah stop outside Noah's home. Noah scratches
t he BANDACE on his head as he reaches for the door handl e.

JEREMY
So what are you going to do about a
car?

Noah stops and turns.

NCAH
" m not sure.
(beat)
"1l figure it out tonorrow.

JEREMY
Al right.

Noah exits the vehicle and wal ks to his front door as Jereny
drives off. Noah unl ocks the door and enters-

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS
Noah sits on his couch, opens his cell phone and scrolls

t hrough his contacts before stopping on ADRIAN s nunber. He
presses the call button and waits.

ADRI AN (O. S)
Hel | 0?
NOAH
Adrian. [It's Noah.
ADRI AN (O. S)
Noah! What's goin' down, nman?
NOAH
Are you hone.
ADRI AN (O. S)
Yes sir.
NOAH
Do you mnd if | stop by?
ADRI AN (O. S)
(coughi ng)

Sure, come on over



14.
Noah hangs up his phone.
| NT. ADRI AN'S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Adrian sits on his couch, snmoking MARI JUANA from his pipe.
He is a filthy, heavy man with long, dirty bl onde hair and
bl ue eyes. He hears a KNOCK and answers the door.

ADRI AN
What's up, Noah. Damm, what
happened to you?

Noah follows Adrian to the couch. Adrian offers Noah the
pi pe. Noah takes a hit then hands the pipe back.

ADRI AN ( CONTD)
So what brings you here.

NOAH
What do you think?

ADRI AN
The usual ?

NOAH
Not exactly. | need sonmething with
alittle nore kick.

ADRI AN
(sparking up the pipe)
What did you have in m nd?

NOAH
Do you have any heroin?

Adrian raises his eyebrows as he rel eases the snoke.

ADRI AN
Her oi n? \Wat sparked this sudden
junp in the destructive drug
hei rar chy?

NOAH
An i dea whi ch needs an answer.

ADRI AN
You know Noah, curiousity killed
the cat. And so will heroin.

NOAH
Look Adrian, | can either get it
fromyou or from soneone el se
Whi ch woul d you prefer?

ADRI AN
el | -
( MORE)
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ADRI AN (cont'd)
(beat)
| don't have any heroin but | do
have sonme DMI. Amazing trip
w thout the nasty side effects.

NOAH
Fi ne.

Adrian | eaves the living roomand comes back nonents |ater
with a baggie of DMI. Noah snokes the DMI and waits
patiently. He slowy shuts his eyes and | eans back.

I NT. BAR - MEN S ROOM - NI GHT

Noah wakes up sitting on a TOLET SEAT in a stall. He opens
t he door and sees his REFLECTION in the mrror.

He | ooks consi derably younger and clean-cut. His grainy,
dirty beard is gone and his hair is shorter and conbed
upright. Noah is also nore nuscul ar and massive than
before. He steps forward, |eaning over the sink.

A MAN wal ks in and sees Noah EXAM NI NG his face. Noah
noti ces and passes himby as he exits the restroomi nto-

| NT. BAR - CONTI NUCUS

Noah wanders through the bar, scanning the crowd. He spots
Jereny and MAX at the bar. Noah joins them

Max is a short, skinny man wth effem nate features and wavy
bl onde hair.

Jereny is also much younger and thinner. H's hairline isn't
as far back and his beard has been shaven cl ean.

J EREMY
You al right Noah? Look |ike you
saw a ghost.

NOAH
Yeah I'mfine. Just-
(beat)
| " m good.
MAX

No you're not.
(to Ant hony)

Three shots of WId Turkey.
(rmout hs silently)

on Noah's tab.

Anthony fills three SHOT gl asses and lines themon the bar.

ANTHONY
Three shots of WId Turkey.
(loudly to Max)
ON NOAH S TAB!
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Jereny shakes his head. The three toast and down the shots.

JEREMY
(clearing his throat)
Mmm snoot h.
MAX
Ah, that'll put hair on your chest.

Max gl ances towards the bar entrance.

MAX ( CONTD)
Speaki ng of hairy chests..

The three wonen approach the small group at the bar. Noah
| ooks over his shoul der and spots BEATRICE, a tall, skinny
woman being foll owed by two ot her wonen.

Noah turns away towards the guys and orders another drink.

MAX ( CONTD)
Beatri ce!

The girls neet the boys at the bar. Max holds his arns out
for Beatrice but she declines with a disgusted gl are.

MAX ( CONTD)
So how s that guy you're dating?
You know, the one suffering from
t hat gum di sease known as
G N GA- VI TUS?!

BEATRI CE
Not nearly as bad as that girl you
fucked. You know, the one
suffering fromthat venerea
di sease known as GON- NO- RRHEA.

Jereny nearly chokes on his drink as Max smles and nods.

MAX
(scratching his crotch)
She's alright.

Deni se turns to Jereny.

DENI SE
Hey baby. Sorry we took so | ong.

JEREMY
It's alright. So what do you want?

DENI SE
Oh, no drinks for ne.

MAX
What ?  Wy?
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DENI SE
Jereny. |'m pregnant!

JEREMY
WHAT?!

Deni se nods. Jereny grins and hugs her.

MAX
Ww. Announci ng that you're
pregnant at a bar. That's very-
(Beatrice smacks his arm
Well that's just great news,
Deni se!  \Woo!

Noah smles as he gives Denise a big hug.

Max grabs

NOAH
Congr adul ati ons sister.

DENI SE
Oh.  Noah, Max, this is Natalie,
Beatrice's stepsister. Natalie,
this is Noah and Max.

her hand and shakes.

MAX
Beatrice's sister? Holy fuck, that
can't be easy. Shot?

BEATRI CE
You're such a dick. Natalie, don't
pay any attention to Max.

MAX
That whol e gonorrhea thing is a
j oke by the way. You know
Beatrice, she's a real, ha ha-
(brings drink to nouth)
M serabl e bitch.

NATALI E

Well it's nice to neet you guys.
(to Noah)

| love your shirt.

NOAH
Oh. |I'ma big Queens of the Stone
Age fan. | think they're pretty
amazi ng.

NATALI E

What's your favorite song?

NOAH
Everyone | oves No One Knows but
right now!l gotta say In My Head
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NATALI E
... O Sonet hi ng?

NOAH
(smling)
O Sonet hi ng.

Max | ooks back and forth between the two of them as they
stare at one another and smle. Mx sighs.

MAX
(under his breath)
Annnnnndddd anot her goes to MBuff
t he fuckin' vag whisperer.
(beat)
Hey Beatri ce-

BEATRI CE
No.

The group tal ks on as Noah and Natalie find thensel ves
outside the circle. Natalie | ooks around the bar.

NATALI E
The first night we net.
(at Noah)
| took one | ook at you and I|iked
you i mredi atel y.

NOAH
VWhat ?

NATALI E
Told you 1'd find you.

Noah's eyes wden. Natalie smles.

NATALI E ( CONTD)
' mglad you renenber this night so
clearly. So do I.

NOAH
| don't know what...|I-

NATALI E
Just rel ax.

Natalie | eads Noah to an enpty table away fromthe noi se.

NATALI E ( CONTD)
| renenber when-

NOAH
So what is this? A nenory? A
dr ean?
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NATALI E
Both. I'malive in these nenories,
our nmenories. Fromthe tinme we net
to our |ast night together.
(beat)
Every night | told you but every
nor ni ng, you woul d al ways forget.

NOAH
| remenber that night in the dark
roomwith the silver-1lined doors.
And t he bal cony.
(beat)
VWhat was that place? | don't
remenber ever seeing it.

Natal i e doesn't answer. She hol ds Noah's hand. Noah
gl ances around the bar. No one seens to even acknow edge
them including their friends. He retracts his hand.

NOAH ( CONTD)
So what are you really?
NATALI E
You don't believe ne, do you Noah?
NOAH
| don't know. It all feels so rea
but it's-
NATALI E

| know there are a | ot questions
you have right now but let's just
enj oy where we are or..

Nat al e eyes the FRONT DOOR of the bar. She takes Noah's
hand as she stands.

NATALI E ( CONTD)
Let's go.

Nat al i e | eads Noah out of the bar by his hand. Everyone,
including the group are FROZEN in place. The two |eave the
bar and out into-

EXT. MOUNTAIN TRAIL - N GHT

Noah is shocked to see the GREAT BOULDER in front of him
He turns around to see that the BAR he was just in has
di sappeared. He notices that his clothes are different.

NATALI E
Do you renenber this night?

NOAH
Qur first date?
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NATALI E
We snuck away fromthe canp and you
led me through the forest to the
boul der.

Nat al i e wal ks over to the BOULDER. Noah slowy follows as
the two stand on the | NDENT.

NOAH
| remenber. This was an attenpt at
being romantic... AND to save us
from Max's stupid stories.

NATALI E
(chuckl e)
Ch God, Max's horror stories...the
horror!

Noah and Natalie sit at the edge of the BOULDER, feet
bouncing off the rock. The LAKE is absolutely STILL

NOAH
| just visited this boulder a few
days ago. | guess | renenbered it

differently six years ago.

NATALI E
(to the | ake)
The | ake | ooks so still.

NOAH
Yeah. Like one huge mrror.
(1 ooks up)
O maybe a parallel universe!

Noah picks up a pebble and flicks it into the | ake. The
Rl PPLES spread out fromthe entry point, gliding across the
water to the SHORE.

NOAH
About the dark room Was that just
a dreamor sonething different?

NATALI E
(1 ong beat)
The dar e.
NOAH
The dare?
NATALI E

Yes! The dare! You didn't forget
about the dare, did you?

Noah's confused | ook turns to a smrk.
NOAH
( MORE)

The dar e!
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NCAH (cont' d)
(stands up)
Not only will | dive into this |ake
fromfifty plus feet-
(beat as he begins to
strip)
But | wll do a double front flip.

NATALI E

| npressivel Can't wait to see it.
NOAH

See it? Wiy don't we nmaeke it a

DOUBLE dar e!

A pause as Natalie peers down at the LAKE. She shoots back
at Noah with a grin and stands up.

NATALI E
You know what ?!
(beat as she renpbves her
shoes)
| see your two front flips and
raise you a third flip!

NOAH
Oh really?l Well three it is.

The two smle as Natalie strips. The two stand on the
BOULDER i n their underwear.

NATALI E ( CONTD)
Do you renenber what happened after
you j unped?

NOAH
Yeah. You took ny clothes and ran
back through the woods.

NATALI E
But you did do two flips and the
di ve.

NOAH

| was absolutely terrified. |
never did a flip into a dive, |et
al one three off a cliff.

(beat)
It was ny attenpt at being brave.

NATALI E
| was scared too.

NOAH
O what ?
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NATALI E
O watching you junp off a cliff.
It's a scary height but you seened
so sure of yourself.
(beat as she | ooks over
the cliff)
Can't wait to see you do it again.

NOAH
Just don't run away with my pants.

Natalie smles. Noah gazes over the edge of the rock. He
exhal es as he takes a few steps back.

NATALI E
Oh and Noah.

NOAH
Yeah?

NATALI E
Don't forget.

Noah sprints towards the BOULDER and | eaps of f, torqueing
his body forward. He closes his eyes as his body conpl etes
THREE FLIPS. Noah straightens his body and holds his breath
before CUTTING into the | ake. DARKNESS soon envel ops him

ADRI AN (O. S)
Noah? Noah!

Noah opens his eyes and finds hinself in-
| NT. ADRI AN S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Adrian is bent over Noah as Noah rubs his face. He | ooks
around at the apartnent and straightens up in his seat,
wi de- eyed.

ADRI AN
You alright, man? You started
tripping pretty bad.

NOAH
| was just...l'mfine.

Noah pats hinself then | ooks intensly at Adrian.

NOAH ( CONTD)
| renenber. | renenber!

ADRI AN
You renenber ?

NOAH
Yeah! | renenber! It was a
dream ..and a nmenory. .. but |
renenber!
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ADRI AN
VWhat the hell are you talkin'
about, Noah. Wat do you renenber?

NOAH
| renenber | was at the bar.
was. .. and she...
(beat)
Adrian, how much for half a gran?

ADRI AN
O the DMI?
NOAH
Yeah.
ADRI AN
| usually sell it for about eighty
but I'"Il give it to ya for sixty?

Noah pulls out his wallet and hands Adrian sixty dollars.
Adri an takes the noney and | eaves the room He returns with
the BAGE E of DMI and hands it to Noah.

NOAH
Thanks. |'m gonna take off.
ADRI AN
You want a ride?
NOAH
No, I'malright. | think I"ll just
take a walk. Isn't that far.
ADRI AN

Alright man. Don't go overboard
with that shit. Things can go
really bad really fast.

Noah shows hi nsel f out.
| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Noah tosses and turns in his bed. Restless, he sits up and
| ooks at his alarmclock. Suddenly, a LIGHT BREEZE enters
hi s bedroom wi ndow.

The BREEZE sweeps across his bed, lifting the SHEET up and
dragging it off the bed. Noah lies back down in his bed,
facing Natalie's side of the bed.

NOAH
(whi speri ng)
|s that you, Natalie?

The LI GAT BREEZE whi ps around the room before returning the
SHEET to the bed, then dying down.
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NOAH ( CONTD)
| didn't forget.

Noah cl oses his eyes and goes to sl eep.

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY

Noah wakes up and gl ances over at the EMPTY SIDE of the bed.
| NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Jereny waits by the opened front door while the Maya and
Cecil e run through the house.

JEREMY
Come on girls! Your nmomand I'|
| eave you here and go to the novies
by oursel ves!

Deni se joins Jereny at the door followed shortly by the
girls. Jereny pulls out his phone as they exit to-

EXT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - DRI VEWAY - CONTI NUOUS

DENI SE
Wio are you calling?

JEREMY
Noah. Gonna see if he wants to go.

I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Noah sits on his couch, snoking the DMI. Hi's phone VI BRATES
on the living roomtable but he ignores it.

I NT. JEREMY' S CAR - DAY

Jereny starts the car as he waits for an answer. \Wen he
gets Noah's voicenail, Jereny hangs up the phone.

DENI SE
Do you wanna stop by his house?

Jereny shakes his head and pulls out of the driveway.
| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Noah rel axes on his couch, watching nore of Natalie's
VI DECS. He exhal es the snoke and sets the PIPE on the
table. Noah settles across the sofa and cl oses his eyes.

EXT. H GHWAY - NI GHT

Noah opens his eyes and finds hinself behind the wheel of
his old CADI LLAC. He | ooks over and finds Natalie snuggl ed
beside himin a coat, wapped under his arm

The CADI LLAC flies down the highway with the top down
(broken), w nd THRASHI NG over their heads. Natalie |ooks
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over at Noah who squeezes her tighter.

NATALI E
You renenber ed.

NOAH
| did.
(beat)
Qur second date?

NATALI E
The trip to the beach. |
remenbered there being a few cars
on this highway.

NOAH
| didn't.
(beat)
O maybe | don't want to.

They drive down the highway silently until arriving at-
EXT. BEACH - N GHT

Noah and Natalie wal k along the shore. The beach is vacant
with several small BONFIRES |ining the beach Iike torches.

The |ine of BONFIRES seens endl ess as they track down into
t he di stance where they flicker on the horizon.

NOAH
| renmenber there being people on
the beach. Don't renenber there
being this many bonfires.

NATALI E
| did.
(beat)
O maybe | want to.

Nat al i e grabs Noah's hand. The two wal k down t he beach,
lifting their hands above the BONFI RES.
NOAH
How do you know so much about al
t his.
NATALI E
WE actually know a | ot about this.
Well | renenber, you al ways forgot.
NOAH

| take it that we have sone contro
over all this.

(beat)
So if I REMEMBER fireworks going
of f -

A bright yell ow FI RECRACKER expl oded in the sky, raining
down over the ocean. Noah smrks.
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NOAH ( CONTD)
Does this nean we can fly?

NATALI E

" m sure you coul d-

(beat)
But goi ng overboard m ght shatter
the nenory and the dream One
time, when we were driving, you
drove off the pier and turned the
car into a submari ne.

(beat)
We didn't nmake it ten seconds
before the ocean col | apsed around
us and you woke up.

NOAH
Sounds |i ke sonmething I'd do.

Noah wraps his armaround Natalie as the two cone up on-
EXT. BEACH - SANDBAR - NI GHT

Noah and Natalie stand at the tip of the SANDBAR and gaze
out at the BLACK OCEAN.

NATALI E
Do you renenber the story about the
man | ost over the ocean and his
wife on the cliff, calling out for
himto foll ow her voice?

NOAH
The one the surfer told at one of
the bonfires? Yeah, | remenber.
NATALI E

Do you think he found his way back?
Noah turns to Natalie and cracks a smle.

NOAH
l'd like to think so.

The coupl e head back down the beach and rel ax on-

EXT. NOAH S CAR - NI GHT

Noah and Natalie lie on the wi ndshield of the CADI LLAC,
staring up at the night sky. He grabs a THI N, GREEN BLANKET

and waps it around their bodies. A faint, green LICGHT
rushes across the sky.

NATALI E
Noah.
NOAH
| know. It isn't overboard, just-

( MORE)
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NCAH (cont' d)
(beat)
We never got to see the Northern
Li ghts.

NATALI E
| know.

A long pause as the two watch the LIGHT shine and dance
across the bl ack sky.

NOAH
(to the sky)
There's no way for ne to stay here,
is there? | mean, with you

Natalie remai ns sil ent.

NOAH ( CONTD)
Nat al i e?

NATALI E
You can't. You're alive and |I'm ..
(long beat as she turns
t o Noah)

NOAH
(to Natalie)
So |'d have to-

NATALI E
Don't say it, Noah. Don't even
think it.
(beat)
You have to wake up now.

NOAH
VWhat ? No.

NATALI E
You have to.

NOAH
Way?! Wy don't you want ne to
stay?!

NATALI E
Noah, you can't stay here and
neither can |I. The nbst we can
have are these dreans.

A low runmble erupts fromthe horizon across the ocean,
interrupting their argunent.

NOAH
VWhat was t hat?

Natalie pulls herself close to Noah.
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NATALI E

(whi speri ng)
You have to wake up

Nat al i e ki sses Noah before he wakes up in-

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Noah cl enches his head and sits up. He grabs his phone as
sees that he has a mssed call. Noah calls back but
receives no answer. Noah sighs heavily.

| NT. BAR - NI GHT

Noah sits at the edge of the bar, deep in thought while the

rest of the bar is packed with noisy patrons. Noah drinks
hi s beer as Anthony approaches.

ANTHONY
You doin' alright?
NOAH
Yeah. Just wanted to be al one.
ANTHONY
Al one?
NOAH

...anong strangers...and
drunk. .. outside ny house.

ANTHONY
Well then, you've cone to the right
pl ace.

Ant hony smrks and | eaves Noah to his drinking. Noah
finishes his beer then waves at Adrian for another.

EXT. BAR - N GHT

Noah searches his phone for a nunber. Jereny's name shows
on the screen but after a noment, he scrolls back to
Adrian's nunber. The phone rings.

NOAH
Adrian...it's Noah...nothing nuch.
Listen, can | get a
ride?..Barnet's...thanks. See you
soon.

I NT. BAR - NI GHT

Noah finishes another beer. He gets a text from Adrian that
says he is outside. He closes out his tab with Anthony.

ANTHONY
You got a ride?
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NOAH
Yeah. Adri an.

ANTHONY
Alright. Take care man.

Noah waves good bye then heads for the door.

| NT. BAR - PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUOUS

Noah spots Adrian's beat-up car at the side of the bar.
There is a YOUNG WOVAN sitting in the passenger seat. She
is Native Anmerican with straight, black hair. Noah heads
for the passenger side and clinbs into-

| NT. ADRI AN' S CAR - CONTI NUOUS

Adrian pulls out of the parking |ot and drives down the
street. Noah | eans his head against the car w ndow.

NOAH
Thanks for the ride.

ADRI AN
No probl em

NOAH

So what were you up to?

ADRI AN
Just hanging with sonme friends.
This is Lana by the way.

NOAH
Nice to nmeet you

LANA
Hi .
Noah watches the street |ights zoom by.
NOAH

You woul dn't happen to have any
nore DMI | could buy fromyou do

you?
ADRI AN
Wiy woul d you wait '"til | was at
your fuckin' house to ask?
NOAH
...don't know. Do you?
ADRI AN
Forty bucks.
NOAH

Put it on ny tab.
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ADRI AN
Put it on your tab? This aint the
fuckin' bar, Noah.

NOAH
"1l stop by your house tonorrow
with the noney. Just give ne the
fuckin' dope.

The car finally reaches-
EXT. NOAH S HOUSE - DRI VEWAY - CONTI NUOUS
Adrian digs into his pocket and hands Noah the drugs.

ADRI AN
Well there you go, chanp. See ya
t onor r ow.

Noah steps out of the car. He waves Adrian off and enters-
I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Noah stunbl es through his house. He finds his PIPE and
grabs it as he heads to-

I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - CONTI NUCUS

Noah col | apses on the bed. He turns the bedside |anp on and
focuses on preparing the PIPE. He snokes the entire baggi e
of DMI and |lies back on the bed. Noah shuts his eyes.

| NT. NATALIE' S CAR - N GHT

Noah is in the passenger seat of Natalie's sedan. Both are
dressed formally with Noah wearing a black suit and she a
violet, strapless dress.

NOAH
The masquer ade?

NATALI E
Yeah.

Noah flips down the visor and | ooks into the mrror. He
sees that he is a bit older than in the previous dreans but

still young. Natalie herself |ooks aged but still vibrant.
NOAH
| hated slow dancing. | barely
danced at ny senior prom
NATALI E
| know. | could tell by your

shaking leg that you were a little
nervous. Even after three years,
you're still self-conscious around
me. It's adorable.
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NOAH
Yeah. | was just glad I could wear
a mask through the whol e thing.
|"mglad we didn't choose the
beaver masks.

NATALI E
| thought they | ooked cute.

Noah and Natalie reach-
EXT. DANCE HALL - PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUOUS

Noah and Natalie grab their deer and buck MASKS and put them
on. Natalie rotates in place, nodeling her | ook as Noah
nods in approval. The couple wal ks into-

| NT. DANCE HALL - CONTI NUCUS

The main hall is decorated in a forest thenme. They | ook at
ot her couples dressed in rabbit, nouse, and eagl e masks.
The coupl e wal ks onto the DANCE FLOOR

NATALI E
You're not nearly as bad as you
bel i eve you are.

NOAH
| know. One of ny super powers.
The ability to-

Noah di ps Natalie.

NOAH ( CONTD)
Wo you with ny dance noves.

He pulls Natalie back up as she lets out a chuckle.

NATALI E
Cheat er.

NOAH
| know.

Noah peers around the room and spots Max getting yelled at
by Beatrice. The two hold their raccoon masks in hand as
they draw attention with their argunent.

NATALI E
Uh-oh. The raccoons are having
probl ens agai n.

NOAH
Yeah, | guess it wasn't just rabies
t hat Max gave her

Nat al i e gi ves Noah a hard smack.
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NATALI E
That's ny sister, jerk!

The MUSI C sl ows down and the lights dim Noah and Natalie
sl ow down until Noah | ooks up and sees that they are-

EXT. MOUNTAIN TRAIL - N GHT
The coupl e stand atop the BOULDER, inside the | NDENT.
NOAH

About the last tine we
wer e. . .toget her

NATALI E
l"msorry. | don't want you to
think I'm pushing you anway, |'m

just afraid of what wll happen if
you stay for too |ong.

NOAH
What do you think will happen?

NATALI E

The dreamwi || col |l apse and we'l|
| ose everything you' ve renenbered.

(beat)
What we have, Noah...is against
nature. W've found a way over the
barrier separating |ife and death
and wal k the |line where neither can
exist. But it can't |ast forever.

(beat)
NOAH
VWhat happens at the end?
NATALI E
| don't know. Maybe then we can be
t oget her.
(beat)
O maybe we'll never see each other
agai n.

Noah twirls Natalie then brings her back.

NOAH
| love you, Natalie. Even if al
we have are six years of nenories
to spend, I'll relive themall

Noah sees Natalie's eyes water beneath the mask before she
rests her head on his shoulder. Noah holds her tight.

I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Noah and Natalie Iie facing one another.



33.

NOAH
Can you tell me about the dark
roon? You said that's where you

wai t ?

NATALI E
The dark roomis a tenporary nedi um
between life and death. [|'mthere

because | refused to | eave which is
why you're there.

(beat)
When you sl eep and dream | can
sleep and live for a while through
you. Wen you wake, | wake in the
dark room It's fromthat room
that all this is possible.

NOAH
And t he doors?

NATALI E
| don't know. | don't know if
they're the way to heaven, hell, or
somewhere else. Al | knowis that
in the end, they'll open.

Noah | ooks over his shoul der and stares at his own door.

NOAH
Is it tinme to wake up?

NATALI E
Not vyet.

The two close their eyes and fall asleep.

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY

Noah wakes up and is shocked to see Natalie sleeping beside
him Her hair is longer than last night. Noah gets dressed
and wal ks to-

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Noah sees that he has a beard again with shorter hair. Noah
stares for a nonent before washing up and-

EXT. NOAH S HOUSE - BACKYARD - CONTI NUOUS

Noah wanders outside and into-

| NT. NOAH S WORKSHOP - CONTI NUOUS

Noah finds an inconplete STATUE in the center of his

wor kshop. The figures of a man and a woman coul d be nade
out. Noah smles as he grabs his TOOLS and begins to work
on the STATUE.

Mont age of Noah tirel essly working away on the STATUE.
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NATALIE (Q. S.)
| 1 ove watching you work.

Noah turns around to see Nat al

e in one of his shirts. Noah
reveal s a conpl eted STATUE of their

MASQUERADE dance.

NOAH
Do you renenber what happens next.

Natalie sm|es as Noah approaches her, his hand cl osed. He
kneel s down on one knee and takes Natalie's hand.

NOAH ( CONTD)
| tell you that | |ove you and that
| want to spend the rest of ny life
with you.
(places the ring on her
finger)

Do YQU renenber what happens next?

Nat al i e bends down and ki sses Noah before he gui des her
finger through the ring. Noah |ooks up into her eyes.

NOAH ( CONTD)
It's time for ne to go isn't it?

Nat al i e hol ds Noah's head to her stomach, w apping her arns
around his scal p.

NOAH ( CONTD)
The years fly by so fast the second
time around.

Noah tightly shuts his eyes.
| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY

Noah sl owy opens his eyes. He |ooks over his shoulder to
the enpty side of his bed. Noah turns back and gets up.

I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Noah cooks hinsel f breakfast while the TV blares in the
l[iving room His phone rings. Noah sees Jereny's nunber
and answers the phone call.

NOAH
Hey Jereny.

JEREMY
Noah. Haven't heard fromyou in a
while. Wat's going on?

NOAH
Just. ..

Noah rubs his eyes and sighs.
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JEREMY
Just what? What have you been up
to these past few days?
(1 ong beat)
Well | just wanted to call and
check up on you

NOAH
Thanks.

JEREMY
VWhat the hell is the matter with
you, Noah. Do you care about
anyone but yoursel f?!

NOAH
VWhat ?

JEREMY
You heard ne! Al you' ve been
doing for over a nonth is nope
around, feeling sorry for yourself.
At what point do you pick yourself
up and nove on?

(beat)
Natalie's dead! 1've played this
synpat hetic brother bullshit for
| ong enough. |'mtired-

Noah hangs up the phone and slans it on the table. Noah
pi cks up his phone and heads for the door.

NOAH
Fucki n' asshol e.

EXT. ADRI AN' S APARTMENT - DAY

Noah knocks on the door repeatedly until Adrian finally
cracks open the door.

ADRI AN
Noah, what tha fuck-

NOAH
| need some nore.

ADRI AN
Dude-

Noah pushes the door open and wal ks by himinto-
| NT. ADRI AN S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

He sits on the couch. The living roomis a ness with beer
bottl es scattered throughout the apartmnent.

ADRI AN
(sarcastically)
Wwn't you cone in?
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NOAH
| need sone nore.
ADRI AN
| don't have anynore. | sold the

last of it to Lana |ast night.
NOAH
Vel | -

(beat)
What el se do you have?

Adrian | ooks at Noah with a bew | dered expression.

ADRI AN

You still owe nme for |ast night.
NOAH

| know. | have the noney.
ADRI AN

Un |'ve got sone pretty good kush-
NOAH

No. Sonet hi ng stronger.
ADRI AN

A buddy of m ne brought sone

heroin. I'mnot sure if it's-
NOAH

[t Il work.
Adri an wal ks down the hall and returns with a small TIN.
Adrian preps a shot as Noah waps the TOURNI QUETTE ar ound
his arm Adrian shoots Noah up with the HERO N.
| NT. JEREMY' S CAR - DAY
Jereny dials Noah's nunber again but receives no answer.

JEREMY
God damm it, Noah.

He arrives at-
EXT. NOAH S HOUSE - DRI VEWAY - DAY

Jereny knocks on his front door and waits. He opens the
door and-

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
Jereny searches Noah's house.
JEREMY

Noah?! Noah! Listen, I'msorry
for what | said. Can we talk?



I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY

Jereny finds Noah's PIPE on the dresser.
Noah's nunber again but gets no answer.

JEREMY
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Jereny calls
He cal |l s Deni se.

Noah's gone. And he's been snoking

sonet hi ng ot her than weed.

DENI SE (O S)
What ?! Jereny, find him
JEREMY
I will. 1"Il call you when

I NT. JEREMY' S CAR - DAY

do.

Jereny hangs up, cursing as he dials another nunber. He
drives down the street as he waits for an answer.

ANTHONY ( O. S)
Hel | 0?

JEREMY
Anthony. It's Jereny.

ANTHONY (Q. S)
Jereny! What's up man?

JEREMY

Not much. |Is Noah there with you

by any chance?

ANTHONY (Q. S)
No, he isn't.

JEREMY
Damm. Do you know where he m
be? He's not answering ny cal
ANTHONY (O. S)

(beat)

Uh-

ght
| s.

Last tine | saw him he was getting
a ride honme from Adrian | ast night.

JEREMY
Adri an?

ANTHONY ( Q. S)
Yup.

JEREMY
Thanks.

ANTHONY ( Q. S)
No probl em

Jereny hangs up the phone.
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| NT. NOAH S WORKSHCP - DAY

Noah works on a BABY'S CRIB while Natalie paints one of the
wooden ornanments. The two | ook older as Natalie is visibly
pregnant. Noah glances up at Natalie as she colors the
PHCENI X a bright red.

Noah brushes off his finished work and | ooks at his
REFLECTION in the wi ndow. Noah's hair has gotten | onger and
he is thinner than before. He frowns.

NOAH
| thought the years flew by fast
the second tinme around.
(beat)
It's just as fast as the first.

Nat al i e strokes the brush across the PHCEN X before setting
it down beside her.

NOAH ( CONTD)
| don't want to do this anynore.

NATALI E
What do you nmean?

Noah remains silent. Natalie wal ks over and sits on Noah's
t high. She places his hands on her stomach.

NATALI E
He's kicking. Can you feel it?

He nods as a tear rolls down his cheek.
NATALI E
(w ping the tear)
Don't cry Noah.
CUT TO
EXT. ADRI AN' S APARTMENT - DAY

Jereny pounds on Adrian's door. Adrian cracks open the door
before Jereny bursts through, breaking the chain | ock.

ADRI AN
VWha tha fuck?!

JEREMY
Noah!

Jereny finds Noah | aid out across the sofa, eyes half
cl osed. Jereny sees the PURPLE SPOT on Noah's forearm
Jereny sl aps Noah repeatedly.

JEREMY
Noah! Wake up! Noah!
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| NT. NOAH S WORKSHCP - DAY

Noah and Natalie are disrupted by a | ow runble from outside
t he wor kshop.

NOAH
What' s happeni ng?
NATALI E
You' re waking up. It's okay.

Nat al i e ki sses Noah goodbye as Noah suddenly falls asleep.
| NT. ADRI AN S HOUSE - BATHROOM - DAY

Jereny lays Noah in the tub and SPRAYS himw th cold water
Noah's remains notionl ess as Jereny shakes hi m VI OLENTLY.

JEREMY
NOAH! I'!  \Wake up!

Noah's eyes suddenly SHOOT open.

JEREMY ( CONTD)
Are you okay?

Noah tunbl es out of the tub as Adrian watches from behind
Jereny. Jereny turns around and PUNCHES Adrian in the face.
Adrian falls to the ground as Jerenmy PUMVELS himw th his
fists. Adrian curls up under the barrage of hits.

JEREMY
you cone near ny brother again,
I

| f
' fuckin' kill you!!!

Noah staggers to his feet but tunbles back down. Jereny
turns around and catches Noah as he trips forward.

NOAH
Jereny...Adrian-

JEREMY
Cone on.

Jereny | eads Noah to-
| NT. ADRI AN S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

NOAH
Wait...Adrian-

JEREMY
No, Noah! Let's go.

Jereny CARRIES Noah to the front door. Lana and the few
ot hers watch as they exit.
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I NT. JEREMY' S CAR - DAY

Jereny drives erratically as Noah is laid out across the
back seat, soaked and shivering.

NOAH
(groani ng)

Nat al i e.
JEREMY

Is that who all this was for?

Nat al i e?
NOAH

.|l saw

JEREMY

| don't wanna hear it right now,
Noah. You're willing to throw your

fuckin' life away and for what?
NOAH
["m..I-
JEREMY
Shut up.
(1 ong beat)

Jereny steadies hinself and pulls over. He |ooks over his
shoul der at Noah. Jereny exhal es and squeezes next to him

JEREMY ( CONTD)

Listen, I'mnot going to let you
fall apart like this.

NOAH
|"msorry, Jereny. |...]1 don't
know. . .

JEREMY
|"'msorry too, Noah. | never had
to go through-

(beat)

What you had to go through. | can
never understand but | can help you
through it. | |ove you, Noah.
Deni se and the girls | ove you.
We're still here with you Noah.

NOAH
Thanks. .. |-

JEREMY

Let's get you hone.
| NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Jereny and Denise sit on the sofa. Jereny is hunched over
hi s knees, hands hol ding his chin as Denise rubs his back.
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DENI SE
So how bad is he?

JEREMY
He said Natalie's nane when
dragged himout. It's worse than
we t hought.
(beat)
We shoul d keep himhere for a
while. At least until he gets back

to work.

DENI SE
And the girls? How do we know
they'Il be safe around hin? 1 |ove
Noah but if it's as bad as you
describe, I'mnot sure-

JEREMY

| know but trust ne, the nore he's
here and not at hone by hinself,
the better off he'll be.

(1 ong beat)
Look Denise, you and the girls are
ny first priority so if you don't
want himhere, I'll take him hone.

Bef ore she can answer, Jereny and Deni se hear the DOOR open

in the hallway.

They see Noah wal ki ng towards them He

sits on the couch, still groggy and sick fromthe drugs.
JEREMY
How are you feeling?
NOAH
Terri bl e.
(beat)
|"msorry for-
JEREMY
Don't apol ogi ze.
NOAH
Well...l better get hone.
DENI SE
Wai t, Noah.
(beat as Noah sits back
down)

Jereny and | think that you shoul d
stay here for alittle while.

Wy ?

NOAH

JEREMY

Do you renenber what happened?



42.

NOAH
Bits and pi eces.

Jereny whispers to Denise afterwhich Denise heads for the
kitchen. Noah rubs his eyes.

JEREMY
You' ve gotten worse, Noah. It used
to be just booze and weed and we
could I ook the other way but

this...lIt's gonna kill you
NOAH
Thanks for the concern but I'mfine
and 1'll be fine.
JEREMY
Listen, | know that | haven't been

the best brother in the world ever
since Natalie died-

NOAH
| don't need you to-

JEREMY
BUT...when | saw you in that tub,
felt responsible for what happened.
(beat)
| don't know, maybe | didn't listen
or didn't try to understand-

Noah stands up. Jereny foll ows.

NOAH
Li sten Jereny, you don't need to
feel bad for what happened. You
didn't do anything wong. So
t hanks but |'m gonna go.

Noah wal ks towards the front door. Deni se wat ches Noah from
the kitchen as he reaches the door.

JEREMY
Is this what you want, Noah? For
me to end up like you, carrying
around that sane weight, unable to
drop it. Because that's what
you' re doi ng.

Noah gl ares at Jereny before slamm ng shut the FRONT DOOR
behind hinself. Denise follows Noah out to-

EXT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - DRI VEWAY - DAY
Noah stornms across the | awn before Denise catches up to him

DENI SE
Noah! Wait.
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Noah ignores Denise and continues forward. Denise YANKS
Noah's arm sw nging himaround to her.

DENI SE ( CONTD)

Way do you think this is all about
you? Have you even thought about
how your actions have affected the
rest of us, especially Jereny? |
mean, did it ever occur to you that
maybe Jereny isn't just doing this
for you.

(beat)
Jereny |l oves you. He wants to be
part of your life and wants the
same fromyou. Since the crash
he's been worried sick about you.

Noah gl ances down at the sidewal k and swal |l ows hard. Denise
screutinizes his reaction, detecting the guilt on his face.

DENI SE ( CONTD)

And today he found you high on
heroin...he has no peace of m nd.
Taking no confort in know ng that
you' re out there al one.

(beat)
Listen, I'mnot going to nmake you
stay with us but you should think
about staying for his sake so that
he can finally catch a brake.

A few nmonments pass before Noah nods in agreenent.

NOAH
Can | get a ride home so that | can
grab some cl ot hes?

DENI SE
O course.

I NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - DI NIl NG ROOM - DAY

The famly enjoys fast food at the dining table. Noah
remai ns distant and quiet. The tension within the roomis
noti ced even by the kids as they chew their food.

DENI SE
Don't slurp your juice, Cecile.

Anot her long silence foll ows.

DENI SE ( CONTD)
So Noah is going to be staying with
us for a while.

MAYA
Real | y?!'  How | ong?
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NOAH
About a week.

CECI LE
Does that nean that we don't have
to go to daycare in the norning.

JEREMY
Vel | -
NOAH
Nope.
MAYA
Yay! Can you help nme with ny
soccer?
NOAH
Sur e ki ddo.

Noah gives Maya a smirk as the fam |y continues eating.

NOAH ( CONTD)
So have you guys got everything you
need for school ?

JEREMY
We're taking them shopping this
weekend.
NOAH
"1l take them
DENI SE
Noah, you don't have to-
NOAH
| know but | want to. If it's

alright with you guys.

Deni se gives Jereny an apprehensive | ook. Jereny gives a
sl i ght nod.

DENI SE
Um sure. Jereny, you can drop me
of f and Noah can take ny car?

JEREMY
That works. So then...

The Keller famly continues their neal.
| NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - GUEST BEDROOM - NI GHT
Noah sighs as he rolls around in the bed, cold and

shivering. He |looks as the clock in his phone and sees that
it is just after two. He slips out of the room
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I NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - BATHROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Noah stands notionless in the shower, |NHALING the steam
before nunbling incoherently. He stares down at the drain,
letting the water spray his scal p.

Noah shuts off the shower and dries off. At the mrror, he
rubs shaving cream across his face. Noah flips open his
SI LVER STRAI GHT RAZOR and begi ns shavi ng.

| NT. STORE - DAY
Noah wal ks with Maya and Cecil e down the school supplies

aisle. Noah is dressed in a long-sleeve shirt. He follows
the girls with a CART of various school itens and cl othing.

NOAH
You guys don't need any books?
CECI LE
Nope.
MAYA
No.
NOAH
Alright. Well | guess-
CECI LE
Look Noah.
(pointing to book)
It"s Noah!

Noah | ooks down at the BOXK entitled "Noah's Ark". The
cover has a cartoonish depiction of an old man braving a
turbul ent ocean, acconpanied by a nunber of zoo ani nals.

MAYA
VWhat is it about?

NOAH
You don't know?

Noah rolls his eyes as he grabs the book.

NOAH ( CONTD)
What are they teaching you in
school ?

CECI LE

Math. So what's it about?

Noah squints crudely at Cecile's remark before dropping the
book down into the cart.

NOAH
You'll see.
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I NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - MAYA' S ROOM - NI GHT

Maya craw s into her bed, shuffling herself around beneath
the covers until she is confortable. Noah, acconpanying her
to her room places the book on her bedside table. Before
he could turn to | eave, Maya stops him

MAYA
So did God drown everyone in the
wor | d?

NOAH

(turning back around)
That' s what happened. Everyone
turned rotten except for Noah and
his famly so God decided to cut
Noah a break.

MAYA
Hmm
NOAH
It wasn't that great of a story,
was it?
(beat as he sits on a
chair)

| remenbered the story being a
lot...better when I was a kid.

MAYA
Li ke how?

NOAH
Wel | when your grandma told ne and
Jereny about Noah's Ark, his ark
didn't have regular animals |ike
dogs or lions. It held centaurs
and gar goyl es and-

MAYA
Uni corns?
NOAH
Yeah. She said that his ark is
still |ost sonewhere out at sea
with all those griffins and-
MAYA
Pegasus?!
NOAH
You know about Pegasus but not
Noah's Ark?

Maya sm |l es as Noah shakes his head and prepares to | eave.

MAYA
Noah?
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NOAH
Yeah?

MAYA
Do you think you could build an ark
if God told you that he was gonna
make it rain?

Noah scratches his head.

NOAH
|'d give it a try.
(beat as Noah stretches
upward, out of his seat)
Go to sleep.

MAYA
Noah?

NCAH
(1t mpatiently)
Yes?

MAYA
Are you sick

Noah | ooks at Maya with a prepl exed expression on his face.

NOAH
Wy ?
Maya points to the PURPLE SPOT on Noah's forearm The SPOT
had begun to fade but is still visible. Noah rubs his arm
NOAH ( CONTD)
| used to be.
(beat)
But |1'm better now.
MAYA
Was it a shot? | got a shot
before. It hurt. | hate needles.

Noah sm |l es as he kisses Maya's forehead.

NOAH
Good ni ght.

Noah shuts off the lights and quietly shuts the door.
| NT. COFFEE HOUSE - DAY

Noah sits at a table with a cup of coffee and a sketch pad.
He has a very rough drawi ng of the ARK and the ani mal s al ong
the RAILINGS. The Coffee House is busy but quiet aside from
t he machi nes behind the front counter. Noah sips his coffee
as a YOUNG WOVAN enters the building.
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The WOMAN is a tall, slender woman with her blonde hair tied
up. Noah doesn't notice her as she passes himby and orders
her coffee. Mnutes |ater she receives her coffee, thanks

t he enpl oyee and, seeing that all the tables are occupi ed,
sits by Noah; he still doesn't notice her.

The WOVAN t akes out a book and starts reading, glancing up
when she hears Noah's pencil SCRATCH the pad. SHE catches
sight of the inmage form ng on the pad.

WOVAN
| 1ike your draw ng.

NOAH
(to the pad)
It's just a doodle. Well..

WOVAN
Sonet hi ng nore?

Noah darts a | ook fromhis pad to the WOVAN t hen back down
to the drawing. He continues SCRIBBLI NG on the pad.

NOAH
Kinda. An idea that | had to |et
out. Well...

WOVAN
Still sonething nore?

The WOMAN tilts her head and | eans towards Noah. Noah
rotates the pad of paper to show the illustration.
WOVAN

Wow.
NOAH
| know. It's a little rough
was thinking of building it in a
tree. It-
WOVAN

Alittle rough? This is supposed
to goin atree? And children are
supposed to play in this?

Noah squints scornfully at the WOVAN as she exam nes his
work. He TAPS his fingers on the table as she marks the
drawing with his pencil.

NOAH
| f you saw the tree, you' d know
t hat

WOVAN

You' d be charged with involuntary
mans| augher.

Noah pauses as she continues to exam ne the sketch.
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NOAH
' man experienced carpenter so |
think I know what stronge trees and
| unber can handl e.

VWOVAN
And I"'ma civil engineer, top of ny
cl ass.
NOAH
A student ?
VWOVAN
Yeah.
NOAH

So you AREN T a civil engineer.
A pause as the WOVAN | ooks at Noah and sm | es.

WOVAN

Touche carpenter.
NOAH

So do you have a nane or-
WOVAN

Alyssa. A pleasure to neet you
NOAH

Noah. Wsh | could say the sane.
ALYSSA

(smling)

So who's the death trap for?
NOAH

You aren't the shy type are you?
ALYSSA

Not really. | just have a knack

for correcting architecture. Oh,
and if that was just a clever way
of calling ne a bitch then nessage
recei ved

Noah can't help but smle at Alyssa's confidence and
denmeanor. Her attitude, nuch |like her posture, is so
upri ght that Noah appears sonewhat overwhel ned.

NOAH
So is that what you do? Go around
and ruin people's days? Tell kids
they' re adopted? That kind of
stuff?

ALYSSA
( MORE)

Too far.
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ALYSSA (cont'd)
(beat)
You | ooked li ke you could take sone
bl unt, constructive criticism but
APARENTLY-

NOAH
Aparently, you're wong in assum ng
that the bow of the ark is too
heavy.

ALYSSA
VWhat ?

Noah spins around the pad and SCRATCHES out the mark she
made, shaking his head.

NOAH

It's a strong tree. The front of
the ark will be suspended but the
stern will not. The heavy bow of
the ark where a majority of the
animals are will be counterbal anced
by the beans and the support
branches of the tree.

(beat)
Top of your class?

Al yssa gl ares at Noah before smling.

ALYSSA
Like | said, involuntary
mans| aught er .

NOAH
Well it's still just a doodle so no
one's in danger yet.

They both take a drink of their coffee.

ALYSSA ( CONTD)
So who is the tree house for?

NOAH
My nieces. | read themthe story
and they seened to love it so |
t hought that | could build them
their own ark

ALYSSA
Just in case?
NOAH
(smling)

Just in case.

A pause follows as the Noah adds to the sketch.



Al yssa sm

ALYSSA
Cliche line but...do you cone here
of ten?

NOAH
My first time actually.
ALYSSA
Really? [1've lived here for five

years and have been to al nost every
cof fee shop except this one.

NOAH
|'ve been here twenty-seven years
and this is the third coffee shop
|"ve been to.

ALYSSA
What happened to the other two?

NOAH
The first one was turned into a
burger joint and the second was
shut down for health code
vi ol ati ons.

ALYSSA
Wow.
NOAH
It's strange...their coffee was
al ways really good. | guess their

secret ingredi ant shoul da remai ned
a secret.

rks before taking a sip.

NOAH ( CONTD)
So five years, huh? Were were you
before then?

ALYSSA
Denver. | needed a change of scene
so went fromcold and snowy to cold
and rainy.

NOAH
Makes sense.
(sips coffee)
Six years. Does that nean you're
in your...final year?

ALYSSA
Yup. Five years of exans and
studying all comng to a head.

NOAH
Ww. Congrats. So are you into
any sports or-

51.
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ALYSSA
Gymastics, believe it or not.
|"ve been doing it since | was
seven.

NOAH
That's cool. Sone of those
routines | ook really scary.

ALYSSA
It's one of those things that | ooks
waaayyy scarier than it really is.
(beat as she sips coffee)
So do you specialize in tree houses
or -

NOAH
Free standi ng houses nostly. |I'm
on vacation right now so | thought
starting a little side project
woul d be cool .

ALYSSA
Well if the great flood cones, |'lI
know who to call

NOAH
Yeah, | think we can squeeze you in

wi th the hippos and el ephants.

ALYSSA
|'d prefer the giraffes.

Al yssa grabs the SKETCH and scri bbl es nore nunbers on the
drawi ng. She slides the pad back to Noah

ALYSSA ( CONTD)
Well it was nice talking with you.

NOAH
You t oo.

Alyssa smles as she |l eaves the table and exits the cafe.
Noah smrks as he continues his sketch. Upon resumng his
sketch, he sees a nessage near the base of the ark which
reads, "342-8891 (girl staying with the giraffes.)"

I NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

The Keller famly plays Uno on the living roomfloor. Noah
grins as he twirls a card down on the stack.

NOAH
Kaboom

CECI LE
(putting down a card)
Uno!
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MAYA
So who is "the girl staying with
the giraffes?"

NOAH
VWhat ?

MAYA
It was on the sketch | found. Are
you buil ding the ark?!

JEREMY
What ark? And who's this girl?

NOAH
The ark is just a drawing | did for
fun. And the girl is soneone | net
at the coffee shop.

DENI SE
(com cal ly)
Your G RLFRI END?!

Maya and Cecil e snicker. Noah raises his eyebrow

NOAH
| f she plays her cards right.
Speaki ng of playing cards right.
(beat as he throws down a
card)
Uno.

JEREMY
So what's she |ike? Funny?
Bl onde?

NOAH
She' s funny.
(beat)
And bl onde.
(beat)
And a gymmi st.

Jereny coughs on his drink. Denise gives hima stern | ook.

JEREMY
Ww. A gymi st .
(clearing his throat)
Your turn babe.

Deni se |l eans forward to play her card. Jereny |eans behind
her, facing Noah. Noah | ooks at Jereny's childish face as
he nods comcally with two thunbs up. Noah shakes his head.

JEREMY ( CONTD)
That's very interesting. So does
t hat mean she goes to school ?
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NOAH
Yup. G vil engineering...geek.

DENI SE
He nmeans that in a good way.

NOAH
Oh, sorry.
(to Maya and Cecil e)
Geeks are great. They draw up
i deas for buildings while dunb
people like nme build them

CECI LE
Are you gonna go back to schoo
ever?

NOAH

Sonmeday hopefully. Maybe all three
of us can go to college together

CEC LE
You' re gonna be ol d!

NOAH
| know. Really old.

I NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - GUEST BEDROOM - NI GHT

Noah lies in bed, a slight smle on his face. A BREEZE
creeps into his room sending a SH VER up his spine. Noah
SHUTS the wi ndow before |aying back down and falling asl eep.

| NT. COFFEE HOUSE - DAY

Noah orders a cup of tea. He glances across the coffee shop
as he waits. The clerk hands himthe tea. Noah sits at a
smal | table near the w ndow.

Monents | ater Alyssa wal ks in carrying a heavy shoul der bag.
She orders her coffee and turns to see Noah sitting near the
wi ndow, reading a BOOK. Alyssa approaches Noah.

ALYSSA
Hi .

NOAH
Hel | o.

ALYSSA
So uh...l didn't nmean to cone off
as a creeper yesterday. |It's just
rare to find sonmeone sketching an
ARK. | had to find out.

NOAH

(smling)

Were you di sappoi nt ed?
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ALYSSA
| gave you ny nunber, didn't 17?

Noah smles. Alyssa sits down at the table.
NOAH

Do you often | eave your nunber on
t he sketches you critique?

ALYSSA
It depends.

NOAH
On what ?

ALYSSA

How good the work is.

NOAH
So | guess | did pretty good in
spite of all the marks.

ALYSSA
F plus on design, A plus for
creativity. That averages out to
about a C plus which | curved to a
B m nus because |'m nice.

NOAH
An F plus? That's a first.

The clerk calls out Alyssa's order. She gets up and gets
her cup of coffee while Noah takes a sip of his tea. Alyssa
sits back down as the two resune their conversation

NOAH ( CONTD)
So has school started?

ALYSSA
Not for another two weeks. Just
trying to get back into the habit
of being caffine fuel ed.

NOAH
Fal I ing back into rel apse?

ALYSSA
Every year. Hopefully this is the
| ast but who knows.
(beat)
| don't nean to be forward again
but -

NOAH
So do you have anyt hing pl anned
after that cup of coffee?

Alyssa tilts her head and sm rks.
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ALYSSA
No pl ans.

NOAH
Wl | -

WOVAN (O S.)
Al yssa!

A woman of Alyssa's age wal ks towards the table. She's
asian with short, straight black hair and a | ean physi que
simlar to Alyssa's.

ALYSSA
H Vanessa. How was hone.

VANESSA
Fucki n" boring. That place keeps
rem nding me why | noved away.
(to Noah)
Who's your friend?

ALYSSA
OCh, this is Noah.

NOAH
Hel | o Vanessa, nice to neet you.

Noah stands and extends his hand. Vanessa shakes hi s hand.
As Noah sits, Vanessa darts a | ook over at Al yssa.

VANESSA
Nice to nmeet you

As Noah sits, Vanessa sizes himup. She darts a | ook over
toward Alyssa, smling as she raises her eyebrows.

VANESSA ( CONTD. )
(to Alyssa)
So | just got back and Carl is
havi ng a barbeque at his house this
afternoon. W should catch up.

ALYSSA
Um ..
NOAH
Well | better get going. It was

nice nmeeting you Vanessa. Alyssa,
al ways a pleasure running into you

Noah grabs cup and heads for the door. Alyssa follows him
wi th her eyes. Vanessa sighs.

VANESSA
Do | NEED to say anything here?
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EXT. COFFEE HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS
Noah starts down the sidewal k before Alyssa stops him

ALYSSA
Hey. So | still don't have
anyt hi ng pl anned.

Alyssa throws the cup in the nearby trash can.

NOAH
Aren't you going to Carl's barbeque
to catch up? | nmean, it's fine-

ALYSSA
| hate Carl and Vanessa never shuts
the hell up. 1'll be eternally
grateful if you saved ne fromthat
nmess.

NOAH
Ww. So do you know ANYONE you
woul d consider a friend?

ALYSSA
Yeah. Carl and Vanessa.

Noah | aughs and throws his half-filled cup of tea away.

NOAH
| can't wait to hear what you think
of nme.
ALYSSA
Neither can |I. So what did you
want to do?
NOAH
Uh. .. novi e?
ALYSSA
| like it.
NOAH
The thing is, | wal ked here so-
ALYSSA

No problem Let's go.
Noah foll ows Alyssa to-
EXT. COFFEE HOUSE - PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUOUS
Alyssa drives a blue, late 90's sedan. They both clinb in-
I NT. ALYSSA' S CAR - CONTI NUOQUS

Alyssa turns the key to the ignition and starts up the car.
The RADI O bl ares fromthe speakers as she puts the car into
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reverse. Noah grins.

ALYSSA
VWhat ?

NOAH
Not hi ng. Just thought | was the
only one in town who | oves VWHAM

ALYSSA
Yeah, well THI NK AGAI N

Al yssa tunes the radio. The radio | ands on Drake as she
pull s out of the parking |ot.

NOAH
Now | can't be the only one-

ALYSSA
No. Just the only one in the car.

She slides in a CD and a blare of guitars and druns expl ode
fromthe speakers.

ALYSSA ( CONTD)
|"mnot the only one right?

NOAH
What ? About the Foo Fighters?
Yeah, you are.

Al yssa grimmaces until Noah turns up the vol une.
| NT. MOVI E THEATRE - DAY

Noah and Alyssa watch a terrible vanpire romance novie. The
theatre is conpletely EMPTY except for the pair.

ALYSSA
| don't get how she's in love with
himafter just |ooking at him

NOAH
It's the power of lust. It's way
better than the Notebook.

ALYSSA
You didn't |ike the Notebook?

NOAH
No. M idea of |ove seens to be a
little different fromtypical |ove
stories.

ALYSSA
So what's your definition?
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NOAH
The coupl e from Everybody Loves
Raynond.
ALYSSA
Ray and Debra?
NOAH
No. The grandparents. Frank and
Mari e?
ALYSSA
Real | y?!
NOAH
Yeah. It's easy to find soneone

you | i ke, harder to find soneone
you really like. But to find
soneone you can constantly argue
with and humliate yet still end up
in the sane bed-

(beat as Noah sips his

soda and w nks)
That's | ove.

ALYSSA
That does nake a | ot of sense. You
ever had that kind of relationship
bef ore? Heckling one another until
t he tension was too nmuch, then
tackling themonto the bed?

Noah turns back to the screen. Alyssa's phone vibrates.
She flips it open and reads the text nessage.

ALYSSA ( CONTD)

(si ghing)
Fuckin' Carl.

NOAH
The bar beque?

ALYSSA
Yeah. It |ooks |Iike Vanessa has
al ready started spreadi ng the news.

Al yssa hands the phone over to Noah. Noah sees a picture of
an eye with a white teardrop. Beneath the image, witten in
bubble text is the phrase, "Swallow or it's going in your
eye." Along wth the picture, Carl texted, "Only if u |love
em lol. Y dont u bring himround? W |love to neet him"

NOAH
So he's THAT guy. Every group has
one.
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ALYSSA
Tip of the iceberg. Carl is always
sending nme nasty shit like that. He
sent the pic a few weeks ago of
sonme woman Wi th the pez dispenser
in her vag. Luckily | grabbed ny
phone before ny nom did.

Noah chuckl es as he takes a sip of his soda.

ALYSSA ( CONTD)
Vanessa is the sane way. |'l]I
spare you the details but take ny
word for it...she's a skank

NOAH
Duly noted, but no need to spare.

Al yssa gives Noah a disgusted | ook. She tosses a handful of
candy into her nmouth. Noah shrugs as they watch the couple
on screen confess their |l ove to one another and have sex.

ALYSSA
And. . .statutory rape.

I NT. ALYSSA'S CAR - NI GHT

Al yssa and Noah drive down the street. The RADIO is tuned
to soft indie nusic as they enjoy the ride.

ALYSSA
So where do you live?
NOAH
Um
ALYSSA

Did you forget?

NOAH
No. 1634 North Hellens street.
Sorry, I'mstaying wth ny brother

for a while.
ALYSSA
You don't have a place of your own.
NOAH
| do. There are just sone
(beat)

Conplications with my house-

ALYSSA
Fum gation? Renovation?

NOAH
No.



61.

ALYSSA
Haunt ed?
NOAH
No. |'mjust spending the

remai nder of my vacation at ny
brot her's house.

ALYSSA
Oh. Well that's cool.

M nutes | ater, Noah and Al yssa stop outside Jereny's house.

ALYSSA ( CONTD)
Well this was fun.

NOAH
Yeah, it was. Tell Vanessa |'m
sorry for stealing her teammte
away for the day.

ALYSSA
Teanmat e?
NOAH
| assuned that she was a fell ow
gymmi st .
ALYSSA
How d you figure?
NOAH
Lucky guess.
ALYSSA

It was her ass wasn't it?
Noah scratches his head. Alyssa smrks.

ALYSSA ( CONTD)
Well, she'll get over it.

NOAH

So I'll give you a call later.
ALYSSA

And I'lI'l answer. | don't have

yours so send ne a text soon.
Noah exits the vehicl e.

ALYSSA ( CONTD)
| think you're funny and creative.

Noah | eans through the w ndow.

NOAH
Li ar.



62.

ALYSSA
Never. What about nme?

Noah pulls out his phone and PUNCHES t he keys. Alyssa's
phone vi brates. She pulls out her phone and reads the text.

ALYSSA
"You're bearable."

Al yssa shoots a scornful |ook at Noah as he smrks. She
smles and flips himoff as she drives away. Noah grins al
the way to the front door

I NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Jereny is settled on the living roomsofa, enjoying Saturday
norni ng cartoons with Maya and Cecile who sit on the floor.
Jereny and the girls are still in their pajamas, hair a
mess. The door bell rings and Jereny gets up to answer.

| NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - FRONT DOOR - CONTI NUQUS
Jereny opens the door to Noah.

NOAH
Thought I'd surprise you at hone
for once.
(exam nes Jereny)
Guess | picked the wong day.

JEREMY
Shut up.

Jereny turns and Noah foll ows himback into-
| NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

The brothers settle on the couch. Maya and Denise are
unphased by Noah's arrival.

JEREMY
So how was the concert |ast night?

NOAH
It was fun. People lost it when
Expl osions in the Sky took the
st age.

JEREMY
Nice. So how s Alyssa doing? And
when do we get to neet her?

NOAH
She's doin' alright. Last weekend
before school starts up for her.
That's actually one of the reasons
| cane by. W're going to a club
t oni ght and wondered if you and
Deni se wanted to go.
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DENI SE (O. S)
Were are we goi ng?

Deni se wal ks into the living room appearance just as
di shevel ed as Noah and Jereny.

JEREMY
We're goin' clubbin', babe. And we
finally get to neet Noah's gymmi st.

DENI SE
Qooo, we finally get to neet the
gymmi st sl ash engi neer you've been
hi di ng from us.

NOAH

Yes. |'ve cone by to extend the
invitation and to say hi to ny
ni eces but they seem

(l ouder towards the

girls)
too be busy so I'll |eave thema
not e!

The girls pry thensel ves away and hug Noah.

JEREMY
We can make it, right babe?

DENI SE
| suppose so.

| NT. DANCE CLUB - NI GHT

The club is POUNDI NG as Noah, Jereny and Deni se nmake their
way through the crowd in search for Alyssa. Jereny and
Denise seema little overwhel med by the intense atnosphere.

Alyssa is by the bar with Vanessa, a tall, blonde nman and
thin WOMAN. Alyssa is dressed in a tight, electric blue
dress. She spots himin the crowd and waves.

ALYSSA
Noah!

Al yssa wal ks over to Noah and gives hima Kkiss.
NOAH

Alyssa, this is ny brother Jereny
and his w fe Deni se.

JEREMY
Hel | o.

DENI SE
Hi .

ALYSSA

Nice to nmeet you guys.



Alyssa brings them back to her friends at the bar.

ALYSSA ( CONTD)
@Quys, this is Noah, Jereny and
Denise. And this is Vanessa, Car
and M chel | e.

The group shake hands and introduce thensel ves.
CARL

So glad to finally neet you, man.
Alyssa won't shut up about you.

NOAH
Yeah, well |'m sure these two-
(pointing at Jereny and
Deni se)

Wul d say the sanme about her.

Carl gives Noah a stern | ook before gul pi ng down the
remai nder of his drink and ordering anot her.

M CHELLE
So what do you do, Noah?

NOAH
"' ma carpenter.

CARL
Li ke Jesus?

Carl TEETERS a bit as he cracks a smle.

NOAH
Ki nda. Except for the savior part.

CARL
| figured. Play any sports, Noah?

NOAH
Not since high school.

CARL
Too bad. You're a big boy, I'm
sure My team coul da used a guy like
you. You know, for practice.
Second string...mybe third.

NOAH
Didn't play football. Played
soccer actually.

Carl smrks nockingly, taking a drink from his nug.

ALYSSA
So-

64.
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CARL

Soccer! That's uh...cool. CQur
WOMVEN S teamis pretty good.

(to Mchelle)
And | |ove those cute short shorts
you | adi es wear.

(takes a drink and turns

back to Noah)
So not into contact sports, are ya
Noah?

NOAH

No, not really into man-on-man act-

(fake cough)
excuse me, contact sports |ike you
are, | guess. Now those tight
Spandex you guys wear -

(to Mchelle)
" m sure they make the wonen's
soccer teamjeal ous. For m ninmm
restriction and resistance, right?

Al yssa senses the dislike fromCarl and grabs Noah's hand.

ALYSSA
Let's dance, Noah.

| NT. DANCE CLUB - DANCE FLOOR - CONTI NUOUS

Noah and ALyssa SHAKE their hips with the beat. At the bar,
M chell e and Vanessa chat with Jereny and Deni se as Car

gl ares at Noah and Al yssa.

| NT. ALYSSA' S CAR - N GHT

Al yssa and Noah crui se dowmn the street. Noah can't hel p but
stare at Alyssa through nost of the trip.

ALYSSA

You broke it down, tonight!
NOAH

Ch go on.
ALYSSA

| ' m serious, babe. You were
sizz-el-ing! Like Patrick Swayze.

NOAH
That's how | live. Dancin' dirty.
(beat)
So Carl.

ALYSSA
Sorry about him he's a fuckin
asshole. It was Vanessa who
invited himby the way, not ne.
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NOAH
So what's his deal ?

ALYSSA

He asked ne out two years ago but |
told himno and we've stayed
friends since then. | nean he
acted okay around the other |osers
| dated but | guess he feels a
little threatened by you.

(beat)
So horror flick at your house?

A pause as Noah turns toward the w ndow.

NOAH
Um

ALYSSA
O...not.

NOAH

Horror flick, my house, let's go.
| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Noah unl ocks the door and the two enter his hone. Noah
pl aces the novie into the player and turns on the TV.

Al yssa settles into the couch, analyzing the home as she
waits. The COLDNESS of the room gives her chills.

NOAH
| don't have the heat on but | can
get you a bl anket or sonet hing.

ALYSSA
That woul d be great.

Noah | eaves the living room and-

I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - HALLWAY - CONTI NUQUS

Noah searches the closet. He spots the TH N, GREEN BLANKET
fromthe top shelf. Noah reaches for it then STOPS. He

SHI VERS for a nonent.

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Alyssa waits patiently as Noah returns with a brown bl anket.

NOAH
Here you go.

He throws the bl anket over Alyssa's |legs and torso.

ALYSSA
Thanks.
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Noah starts the novie then sits by Alyssa. She lifts the
bl anket over him and rests her legs on his |ap.

LATER

A SCREAM jolts Alyssa. She |aughs and adjust her |egs across
Noah. Noah cradles her with his arm

ALYSSA
That scared the shit outta ne.

NOAH
| swear, people have to | earn how
to open doors. It'll save your
life one day.

ALYSSA
And start cars.

Al yssa chuckl es as they watch the novie. Noah gui des her
hand hol ding the box of candy to his nmouth and shakes a few
pi eces out. The box bl ocks Alyssa's vision.

ALYSSA
| can't see!

The novie's MIUSIC SCORE increases it's tenpo. Noah shields
her eyes with his other hand.

NOAH
Trust me, you don't wanna see.
ALYSSA
Move!
Alyssa westles to free herself. SCREAMS and the sound of a
REVI NG CHAI NSAW fill the room
NOAH

Don't look! Oh God it's awful!

ALYSSA
You're such a dick

The nmovie ends and the credits begin to roll.

NOAH
Ww. That was brut al

Al yssa SMACKS Noah on the chest. The tussle again. Noah
pins Alyssa down on the sofa. They smle before Kkissing.

The passion noves fromthe |iving roomto-
| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Noah and Natali e undress one anot her and have sex.
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I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY

Noah wakes up and sees Alyssa still asleep. He stretches
and gets out of bed.

I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - KI TCHEN - CONTI NUCUS

Noah searches the cabinets for food but the cabinets are
enpty with the exception of a few expired itens.

NOAH
Cr ap.

Noah calls Jerenmy. After a few rings, Jereny answers.

JEREMY (O S.)
Hey!

NOAH
Good norning. What are you guys
doi ng for breakfast?

JEREMY (O.S.)
| don't know. Denise and the kids
are still asleep.

NOAH
You were too, huh.

JEREMY (O S.)
No, no-

Jereny yawns into the phone. Noah shakes his head.

NOAH
You wanna go out for breakfast? M
treat?

JEREMY (Q.S.)

How VERY t houghtful of you!

(beat)
Yeah, |I'll pass the nessage. So
what happened with you and Al yssa?
| know she gave you a ride |ast
ni ght so-

(beat)
Did you give HER a ride?!

NOAH
(smling)
Alyssa and | wll nmet you at
Bernie's in an hour.

JEREMY
My baby brother! Just |ook at you
go! Ha ha, see ya then.

Noah hangs up the phone wi thout answering him Al yssa wal ks
into the kitchen dressed in Noah's button-up shirt.
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ALYSSA
No food?

NOAH
No food. We're all going out for
breakfast in an hour.

ALYSSA
"We're all?"

NOAH
Me, you, Jereny, Denise, and ny two
ni eces.

ALYSSA

Yeah, that sounds great. Cotta do
sone facial reconstruction first.

Al yssa hovers her hand over her face in a circular notion.

NOAH
Stop it. Well I'mgonna hit the
shower s and-

ALYSSA
Just you?

A pause before the two scurry down the hall
| NT. DI NER - DAY

Jereny, Denise and the kids sit at the table. Mya and
Cecile work away on the coloring sheets as Noah and Al yssa
arrive. Jereny and Denise greet the couple as they sit.

DENI SE
Alyssa, that's Maya and Cecil e.
Grls, this is Alyssa.

JEREMY
(to Maya and Cecil e)
...the gymi st.

ALYSSA
H Mya and Cecil e.

MAYA AND CECI LE
H Al yssa.

ALYSSA
So Noah told me about the ark.

Maya's drops her crayons down and | ooks at Al yssa.
MAYA

Noah said he was gonna build an ark
but he hasn't started yet.
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ALYSSA
No?
(to Noah)
What' s goi ng on, Noah?
NOAH
Well Alyssa, |I'mworking really

hard on it and | have no doubt that
it wll be finished soon.

The famly enjoys their breakfast and tal k about the ark.
| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY
SUPER. FOUR MONTHS LATER

Noah wakes up and stretches. He quietly gets dressed for
wor k and-

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS
Noah washes up and-
| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS

Noah prepares a pot of coffee as nmakes hinself a bow of hot
cereal. Noah SHI VERS as he eats. FROST lightly coats the
wi ndows and ground outside. Alyssa joins him

NOAH
| can never keep from waki ng you
up, can |?

ALYSSA
Never. | can sense your departure.

Al yssa ki sses Noah and pours a cup of coffee.

NOAH
So...the last official day of the
senester?

ALYSSA

Yup! Two exans and it's finished,
t hank God! By the way-

(beat as she sips coffee)
| called ny parents and told them
we aren't visiting themthis
Chri st mas.

NOAH
VWhat ? What happened?

ALYSSA
| figured since we already spent
Thanksgi ving in Denver with ny
parents, we'd spend Christmas and
New Years here with your famly.
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NOAH

How d they take the news?
ALYSSA

They said you ruined their

Chri st nas.
Noah bobs his head and frowns.

ALYSSA
Amw | was just kidding! They're
fine with it.

Noah sm rks and | ooks around at the bl and house.

NOAH
Wll if we're staying here you
m ght wanna brighten up this place
and make it nore...Christnmas-y.

Al yssa exam nes the house.

ALYSSA
You're right. It's like the Ginch
robbed this place.

NOAH
Yeah. Well good |uck today, babe.

Noah gi ves her another kiss before he | eaves the house.
EXT. NOAH S HOUSE - DRI VEWAY - DAY

Alyssa arrives at the house. She carries a box of lights
and decorations. The outside of the house is lined with
lights though hardly as nmuch as the surroundi ng hones.

Al yssa shuts the door and carries the box of ornanents to
t he door. She unl ocks the door and proceeds into-

I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Alyssa wal ks in with a box and DECORATES the |iving. She
gl ances at the room but appears dissatisfied.

| NT. NOAH S WORKSHOP - CONTI NUOUS

Alyssa | ooks around the workshop. She UNCOVERS a few
UNFI NI SHED WORKS and covers them She then UNCOVERS t he
DANCI NG DEER STATUE. She | ooks at it and marvel s.

ALYSSA
VWw, Noah.

EXT. NOAH S HOUSE - DRI VEWAY - N GHT
Noah returns hone | ate, dropped off by a coworker. He waves

himoff as he wal ks through the thin | ayer of snow to the
front door. The STORM begins to pick up as he enters-
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I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Noah finds Alyssa watching TV in the brightly lit Iiving
room Red and green glow fromthe CHRI STMAS TREE, reflected
of f the SHI NY ornaments. Noah hangs his coat on the rack

NOAH
Ww. N ce job, hun

ALYSSA
[t's a christmas mracl el

NOAH
You nust have done pretty well on
t hose exans.

ALYSSA
Aced 'em for sure.

Noah peers around at the decoration then his face drops.

NOAH
(toward statue)
What is that doing inside?

ALYSSA
VWhat ?

NOAH
That .

Noah points at the STATUE. The STATUE is w apped in
christmas |lights, extending off the horns of the buck.

ALYSSA
| know you don't want anybody in
your shop but | needed sonething to
pul | the room toget her
(1 ooki ng at statue)
| love this statue, Noah. | can't
believe you actually made it.

NOAH
| don't want it in the house.

Alyssa is startled by Noah's reaction. He walks to the
STATUE, unwi nding the christmas |ights.

ALYSSA
Wai t .

Alyssa wal ks to Noah, steadying his hands.

ALYSSA ( CONTD)
Is that one of...Natalie's statues?

Noah turns to her and nods. Alyssa hugs him
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ALYSSA
| thought you got rid of nost of
t hose statues?

NOAH
| did. It's just-
(beat)
| couldn't throw this one out.

ALYSSA
"' msorry.

NOAH
It's not your fault. You didn't
know.

Alyssa frowns. Noah sml|es and rubs her cheek with his
thunb. He hoists the STATUE up agai nst his chest.

NOAH
(grunting)
Get the door.

Al yssa maneuvers around Noah and opens the door. Noah
carries the STATUE to-

EXT. NOAH S HOUSE - BACKYARD - CONTI NUOUS

Noah hobbl es across the deck with the STATUE. Alyssa cl oses
t he door behind her and hel ps Noah.

NOAH ( CONTD)
It's really cold, babe, go back in
t he house. |'ve got it.

ALYSSA

Are you sure?

NOAH
Yeah.

Al yssa wal ks back up the deck and enters the house while
Noah carries the STATUE back into-

| NT. NOAH S WORKSHOP - CONTI NUOUS

Noah sets the STATUE down in corner. He suddenly clenches
his head in agony as a powerful GUST OF WND sweeps through
t he workshop, slanmm ng the door against the wall.

Noah recovers, throws the TARP over the STATUE and | eaves.

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Noah and Alyssa lie in bed, Al yssa resting her head on his
shoul der. The STORM bl ows furiously outside their w ndow.

Noah wraps his arm around Al yssa's back, rubbing her
shoul der with his thunb.
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ALYSSA
Tell me about her.

Noah renmumi ns sil ent.

ALYSSA ( CONTD)
| knowit's a sensitive area but |
would really |like to know nore
about her. Was she the artistic
type like you?

Alyssa waits patiently, caressing Noah's chest. Noah
br eat hes deeply.

NOAH

She was a shy girl, a year ol der
than me with [ong, brown hair and
hazel eyes. She was so quiet
around everyon...except ne.

(beat)
We dated for a year before we noved
in together. For four years we we
pl ayed husband and wi fe before |
finally woke up and realized that |
| oved her too nmuch to wait any
| onger and proposed.

Long pause.

ALYSSA
What happened t hen?

NOAH
W were married for a year when-

Noah's thunb stops.

NOAH ( CONTD)
I"'mtired. Can we go to sl eep?

Al yssa kisses him Noah turns away and shuts his eyes.
| NT. DARK BEDROOM - NI GHT
Noah rolls around in the bed, unable to sleep.

NATALIE (O S.)
Can't sl eep?

Noah's eyes open. He rolls over on his side and faces a
pregnant Natalie facing him Noah sees the SILVER MOON nuch
LOWNER on the horizon.

NATALI E ( CONTD)
|"ve m ssed you

Noah | ooks toward the doors.
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NATALI E ( CONTD)
You' ve been with her.

NOAH
NATALI E
It's okay, I'mnot mad. Just sad.
NOAH
Sad?
NATALI E

You' re nmoving on, Noah. Mving on
wi th soneone new and we're-
(gently rubbing belly)

Left here.

NOAH
You aren't real, Natalie. You're
dead-

(enmotional beat)
And so is our son.

NATALI E
No he isn't, Noah. He's right
her e.

Nat al i e gui des Noah's hand down to her stomach. Noah FEELS
a kick. Noah begins to cry.

NATALI E ( CONTD)

We aren't gone, Noah. | |ove you.
NOAH

| can't. | can't.
NATALI E

Cone back

Noah's eyelids close and he suddenly falls asleep. Natalie
hol ds his head and strokes his hair.

I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Noah JOLTS awake and sits up in the bed, waking Al yssa. He
| ooks over at her before clenching his head.

ALYSSA
What's wong?

Noah breathes heavily before stepping out of bed and into-
| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS
Noah wets his face and stares down into the DRAIN. Noah

SLAMS his fists against the counter and CRANKS his head up
to see hinmself in the mrror.



76.

NOAH
(whi speri ng)
She isn't real. She isn't real
( sobbi ng)
She isn't real. She isn't real

(teeth cl enched)
She isn't real

Noah wi pes his face and reenters-
| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Noah gets back into bed and tries to sleep. Alyssa | ooks
puzzl ed by Noah and waps her arm around Noah's body.

I NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Maya and Cecil e TEAR open their PRESENTS. Everyone is al
sm | es except for Noah who is quiet and distant.

Jereny takes notice in Noah's changed attitude as Noah
| eaves for the restroom

JEREMY
Hey Alyssa, can | talk to you
outside for a mnute?

ALYSSA
Sure Jereny.

The two | eave the living roomwhile the girls play with
their new gifts.

EXT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - BACKYARD - CONTI NUOUS
The two stand in the backyard, near the BIG TREE. The TREE

is surrounded by "TOP SECRET" signs and covered from base to
upper branches in tarps.

J EREMY
|s everything alright with you and
Noah.

ALYSSA
Honestly, no. Things haven't been
going so well lately.

J EREMY

Is it work? School ?

ALYSSA
| don't know. Things started about
a week ago when he saw this statue-

JEREMY
VWhat st atue?

ALYSSA
The one of the dancing deer.



Pause.

JEREMY
And t hen what ?

ALYSSA
| asked hi mabout Natalie. |
wanted to know nore about her. The
way he tal ked about her...the sound
of his voice. |It's making ne
worri ed.

JEREMY
How nuch has he told you about her?

ALYSSA
Not too much. A little over the
nont hs and then | ast night.

JEREMY
Li sten. You have to keep this
bet ween us.

Jereny | ooks back at the house and then conti nues.

JEREMY ( CONTD)
After the accident, Noah was a
weck. He drank a |ot, snoked a
lot and tortued hinself with their
ol d vi deos.

(beat)

One day he got | oaded at a bar and
drove off a bridge, al nost
dr owni ng.

ALYSSA
Ch ny Cod.

JEREMY
They wote it off as a DU but |
think that he was fit to drive.

ALYSSA
Are you saying he tried to kill
hi msel f?

Jereny stares down at the ground.

JEREMY
He told me he didn't but | could
tell he was lying. But then he
t al ked about how he saw her.

ALYSSA
Nat al i e?

Jereny nods. Alyssa covers her nouth.
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JEREMY
After he was rel eased, he started
snoki ng sone really heavy shit. He
told me that Natalie wasn't dead,

that she was still alive in him
(beat)
Then about a week before neeting
you, | found himat his friends
house, nearly overdosed.
(beat)

He shot up sone heroin so | dragged
hi m out of there and back here. He
cl eaned up and then nmet you.

Al yssa | ooks back at the house, worried.

JEREMY ( CONTD)
|"mtrusting you with this, Alyssa.
You have hel ped himthrough a
really rough tinme in his life but
by the sounds of it, it mght be
starting up again. Please don't
give up on him

Alyssa | ooks at Jereny intently.
| NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - BATHROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Noah dials a nunber and waits for a response. He | ooks out
t he wi ndow and sees Al yssa and Jereny tal ki ng.

| NT. BEATRICE'S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Beatrice watches her son HENRY(6) unwap his presents with
her husband Max. Her phone RINGS and she answers it.

NOAH (O . S.)
Beatrice?

BEATRI CE
Oh, hi Noah. Merry Chri stnas.

Max | ooks over at Beatrice.

NOAH (O. S.)
Merry Christmas. How are you?

BEATRI CE
|'mdoing fine. Max and Henry are
trying to figure out this toy.
It's really entertaining. You want
to talk to Max?
NOAH (QO. S.)
No, um Listen, | need your help.
BEATRI CE

Hel p? Wth what?
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Noah exhal es heavily into the phone.

NOAH (O . S.)
[t's Natalie.

A pause. Beatrice |eaves the roomand enters-
| NT. BEATRI CE'S HOUSE - KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS

NOAH (CONTD O S.)
Beatrice?

BEATRI CE
What do you nmean it's Natalie. |
t hought it was over?

NOAH (O. S.)
| thought so too but nowit's
happeni ng again. | keep seeing her
in m dreans and it won't stop.

BEATRI CE
Li sten Noah, they're just your-

NOAH
| don't need sone over-the-phone
psychiatry! I'msorry but | really
do need your help, Beatrice. Can
you make it?

BEATRICE (Q S.)
| "' mnot sure, Noah.

NOAH
| really need your help, Beatrice.

BEATRICE (Q S.)
(beat)
see if | can make it up there

11
s weekend. No prom ses.

"
t hi

NOAH
Thank you.

Beatrice hangs up as Noah flips his phone closed. Noah
sighs heavily and exits the bathroomto-

I NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Noah sees Alyssa sitting with Jereny and Denise, all of whom
| ook at Noah with worry. He proceeds cautionsly to the sofa
and sits on the sofa by Alyssa.

JEREMY
Hey girls, why don't you take your
t oys outsi de.

The girls head for the backyard. All three turn to Noah.
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NOAH

| m gonna take a wal k.
(to Alyssa)

"1l be back in a bit.

Alyssa nods. Noah stares at her for a noment then grabs his
coat. Jereny and Deni se | ook over at Alyssa as she stands.

EXT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - DRI VEWAY - CONTI NUOUS

Noah cuts across the lawn. He hears the door open then shut
shut behind him Alyssa grabs ahold of his arm

ALYSSA
You know, you still haven't given
me nmy present.
NOAH
You'll have to wait 'til tonight.
ALYSSA

| Iike where this is headed. |
think I got you the sane thing as a
matter of fact.

The couple strolls down the sidewal k, fingers interl ocking.

NOAH
| called an old friend. | think
she can help with all this.

ALYSSA
Al'l of what?

Noah stares at her. Alyssa | ooks down at the sidewal k.

NOAH
She's a therapist.
(beat)
I"'mreally sorry for all of this.
| shoul dn't have-

ALYSSA
Al I want is for you to be al
right, Noah. | care about you a

lot and I won't | eave you now.
Noah ki sses Alyssa before they continue down the street.
I NT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - LI VING ROOM - NI GHT

The Keller famly sit on the sofa once again, wthout the
girls around. Noah |eans forward, toward Jereny.

NOAH
So that's the plan. | called
Beatrice this norning and hopefully
she'll be here this weekend.
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Jereny rubs his beard, unsure of Noah's approach

JEREMY
What if it gets worse?

NOAH
It's better than sitting around.
And | can't just stop thinking
about her.

Alyssa turns away. Denise rubs her back.

NOAH ( CONTD)
Okay. Were gonna get goi ng.

The coupl e stands up, says their good-byes and departs the
house. Denise turns toward Jereny.

DENI SE
| don't like this, Jereny. \What if
he does end up |ike before?

JEREMY
He's got Alyssa. She really cares
about himand that's exactly what
he needs right now.

I NT. ALYSSA' S CAR - DAY

Al yssa and Noah drive hone in silence. Alyssa focuses
entirely on the road. Noah plays with his coat button.

NOAH
| can't help but feel sorry for al
this. | wsh | could just...
ALYSSA

Don't apol ogi se, Noah. You have
not hi ng to apol ogi se for.

The car falls back into silence. Noah stares at Al yssa as
her eyes water. Noah reads her face

NOAH
How nuch did Jereny tell you?

ALYSSA
Tell me about what?

Noah | ooks out the passenger wi ndow. Alyssa glares at him
then darts back to the road. She quickly w pes her eyes.

NOAH
"' mnot going to blame you.

ALYSSA
Bl ame nme for what, Noah? Wat are
you tal ki ng about ?
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NOAH
For | eavi ng.
ALYSSA
What?!  |I'mnot going to fuckin

| eave you so can we just drop this
shit?! Jesus Chri st!

I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT

The couple lies in bed, quiet but neither is asleep. Noah
stares off into the DARKNESS of the doorway. Alyssa rolls
over to face Noah.

ALYSSA
|"'msorry about earlier in the car.
| shouldn't have yelled at you

NOAH
It's fine. | knowthisis alot to
handl e. The drugs, the-

ALYSSA
It isn't that.

Al yssa breathes deeply and pulls herself up to Noah

ALYSSA ( CONTD)
|"mafraid that you will always
| ove her nore than you could ever
| ove ne.

NOAH
You're real, she isn't.

ALYSSA
Is that all? You |ove ne nore than
her because |'malive and she
isn't?

Noah hol ds Alyssa tight against his chest.

NOAH

After Natalie died, | hated nyself.
| was responsible for her death in
spite of what everyone around ne
bel i eved and sai d.

(beat)
When | first saw her at the bottom
of that river, it was the first
time that the guilt and hate was
lifted off me and | could finally
breathe. | couldn't stop after
that. | had to keep Natalie with
me for as long as | possibly could
because when | wasn't with her,
was drowni ng agai n, being crushed
by the weight of an entire ocean.
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Noah squeezes Alyssa tighter.

NOAH ( CONTD)

Wth Natalie or her illusion cane
this sense of obligation. | HAD to
be with her because |...nmybe owed
nmyself to her. W were robbed of a
l[ifetime together and so we had to
settle for our six years of
menori es.

(beat)
| knew what was waiting at the end
but | kept going until Jereny
hel ped ne see what | was doing to
nmyself. And then | net you-

(interlocks fingers)
And started |living again. For four
nonths | haven't felt that crushing
guilt. For four nonths |I've been
t he happiest |'ve ever been and |
won't let it go.

The two ki ss passionately before making | ove.
| NT. DARK BEDROOM - NI GHT

Noah blinks awake and finds hinmself in the dark room He
sees Natalie standing naked at the BALCONY, her belly still
big. Noah gets out of bed and walks to her with the SHEET.

Noah wraps her in the SHEET as the two stare out at the vast
night sky lit by the MOON and m|lions of radiating stars.
Bel ow the BALCONY is a cliff |eading down to a beach

NOAH
| can't-

NATALI E

Shhh-

(qui ets Noah with her

finger)
Renenber the story about the man
lost in the ocean and his wfe
calling out to hin? Every day,
every night, standing on that cliff
and calling out his nane.

NOAH
Did he ever nake it back.

Natalie turned around to face Noah.

NATALI E
| don't know. She's still calling.
NOAH
Wiy am | here? | wasn't dying.
(beat)

Am | dead?
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NATALI E
No.
(beat)
But maybe you're closer than you
t hi nk.

Noah gives Natalie a cold I ook.

NOAH
We have to stop. | |love Alyssa.
NATALI E
Do you want ne to | eave?
(beat)
Soon we'll be gone, Noah.

Natalie rests her hand on her STOVACH.

NATALI E ( CONTD)
Soon this moon will set and you'l
be | ost over the ocean. | |ove you
Noah but our time is running out.

Noah and Natalie gaze out at the BLACK OCEAN.
| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Beatrice, a tall, skinny woman with brown hair and eyes sits
on a couch near Noah. She wears glasses and is dressed in a
bl ack turtle neck sweater and grey pants. Alyssa sits by
Noah, tightly grasping his hand.

NOAH
|"ve thrown the tapes away al ong
wi th nost of the statues.

BEATRI CE
Most ?

Noah | ooks down. Alyssa rubs his arm

ALYSSA
It's still in the shed. [It's the
only one left.

BEATRI CE
Wel | Noah, we know that Natalie is
sinmply a mani festation of your
guilt. You can't get over her
because you don't want to.

Beatrice adjusts her gl asses before taking his hand.
BEATRI CE ( CONTD. )
| would like to try a procedure if
that's okay with you, Noah.

Noah nods. Beatrice wal ks himthrough the steps of
HYPNCSI S. She counts down fromthree to one as he cl oses
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hi s eyes and-
| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Noah awakes to find hinself in his house with the furniture
rearranged. It is dark and rainy outside and he is al one.

BEATRI CE (V. Q.)
Were are you Noah?

NOAH
l"min ny house. It's raining.
remenber this.

Suddenly, Natalie walks into the living room crying.

NATALI E
Way?!  Why don't you want to try
agai n?! Noah, this is tearing us
apart and it'll keep tearing us
apart! Is that what you want ?!

BEATRI CE (V. Q.)
What' s happeni ng Noah?

NOAH
Natalie. 1'mnot ready. | can't
go through this again! Not again!

Nat al i e POUNDS her fist against Noah's chest.

NATALI E
You' || never be ready! W' re going
to watch the years fly by waiting
for you to be ready!

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
Beatrice tries to break through to Noah. Alyssa holds

Noah's hand tight, listening to his one-sided argunent as he
screans at the air.

BEATRI CE
Noah, Noah listen to ny voice.
NOAH
| saw him Natalie! | saw himdie
right there!
(crying)

| held his body and | can't stand
to go through that again.

Beatrice interjects as Noah gasps for a breath.

BEATRI CE
Noah, |isten-
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NOAH
| can't! W can never be |ike
Jereny and Denise, Natalie! No
matter how rmuch we want it!
We...we're. ..

BEATRI CE
Noah!

I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

The stormdrastically increases it's intensity as Noah and
Natalie argue. Tears streamfrom Natalies face as she
pushes Noah and continues beating himw th her fists.

NATALI E
W're falling apart, Noah! Don't
you see? For the past four nonths
|"ve watched us fall apart into a
m serable couple with nothing left.

NOAH
Nat al i e.

NATALI E
If we try again and have our baby,
things wll get better.

Natal i e holds Noah's face to hers. Their foreheads push
agai nst one another as they kiss. Noah |ooks into her eyes.

NOAH
| can't right now | need tine.

Natalie glares into Noah's eyes. The STORM di es down.

NATALI E
(whi speri ng)
You' || never be ready.
(pushes Noah away)
You' || never be ready!

Natalie runs out of the house. Noah chases after her but is
bl ocked at the doorway by sone invisible FORCEFI ELD

BEATRI CE (V. Q.)
Noah, when | count down fromthree,
open your eyes.

Noah beats on the FORCEFI ELD ferociously.

NOAH
Natalie!l |'msorry!

Noah watches Natalie start up the car.

BEATRICE (V. Q)
Thr ee. ..
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Nat al i e backs out of the drive way.

BEATRICE (V. Q)
Two. ..

Natalie flies down the road, disappearing behind the RAIN

NOAH
|"msorry! Natalie, come back

BEATRI CE (V. Q)
One. ..

| medi ately follow ng Beatrice's word, Noah hears a LOUD
crash in the distance, CUTTING through the rain.

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
Noah ki cks back on the sofa, crying hysterically.

NOAH
Oh God, what did | do?!

BEATRI CE
You renenber ?!

ALYSSA
Noah.

Alyssa waps her arnms around Noah's body. Noah buries his
face into his hands and sobs.

| NT. Al RPORT - BQARDI NG GATES - NI GHT

Beatrice is escorted by Denise to the GATE. The two stand
at the | arge w ndow overl ooki ng the runway.

BEATRI CE
He hasn't said a word all day?

DENI SE
That's what Al yssa says.

BEATRI CE
(sigh)
| feel that | may have done a | ot
nor e danmage than good.

Deni se hugs Beatri ce.

DENI SE
He'll be fine.
BEATRI CE
You didn't see him
(beat)

Noah has been dealing with the
trama of that night since she died
and now
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The | NTERCOM annouces boarding for Beatrice's flight.
Deni se rel eases Beatrice as she gl ances toward the GATE then
back at Denise. Denise cracks a smle

DENI SE
Don't let it be another six npnths
before your next visit.

Beatrice smles as she picks up her bags and wal ks away.
| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Alyssa and Noah lie in bed. Noah stares BLANKLY at the
ceiling while Alyssa stares at him

ALYSSA
Renmenber what you told ne that
ni ght? About not feeling the guilt
anynor e?

Long pause.

ALYSSA ( CONTD)

| feel guilty. | feel guilty for
buyi ng nyself that expensive but
gorgeous coat. | feel guilty for
rui ni ng Vanessa's surprise birthday
party. | feel guilty for bringing
that statue into the house. But
feel okay about it all because |'ve
got you at the end of the day.

(beat)
| know you feel guilty about
Natal i e and everything that it
brought but you still have ne Noah.

Alyssa | ooks up to Noah. He smles, kisses her forehead
then turns away. Alyssa kisses his neck.

ALYSSA ( CONTD)
| love you Noah.

LATER

The alarmreads "2:27". Noah lies notionless on the bed,
eyes RED and inert. A soft BREEZE ki cks up agai nst the
w ndow. Noah eases his head towards the w ndow and
swal l ows. He slips out of bed quietly and sneaks i nto-

I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Noah eases the door shut and locks it. He flips the |ight
on and STARES at hinself in the MRROR for a nonent before
taking his SILVER STRAI GHT RAZOR and sitting on the toilet.

The steel flashes LIGHT around the room as he exam nes the
BLADE. Noah DRAGS the edge across each forearmthen drops
the bl ade and his hands to his sides.
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He slowy closes his eyes and wakes to find hinself-
| NT. DARK BEDROOM - DAY

Noah awakes in the bed. He sees Natalie at the BALCONY.
Noah wal ks to her, wrapping hinmself in the SHEET and sees
that the nmoon is gone. [It's norning and DAWN appr oaches.

I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Al yssa awakes suddenly and finds that Noah isn't beside her.
She gets out of bed and sees the beam of LI GHT coming from
t he bat hroom door. Alyssa knocks on the door.

ALYSSA
Noah?

She knocks again but no answer. Her face turns to worry.

ALYSSA ( CONTD)
Noah, open the door.
(beat)
Noah?! Noah, answer ne!

Alyssa tries to westle the door open.

ALYSSA ( CONTD)
Noah, open the door!
(ki cki ng door)
Noah!

| NT. DARK BEDROOM - DAY

Noah and Natalie stand on the BALCONY, |ooking at the waves
CRASH against the cliffside. The sky slowy brightens.

NATALI E
The sun shoul d be rising soon.

NOAH
| m ssed you.

NATALI E
You wont be m ssing ne anynore.

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS

Al yssa BANGS agai nst the door until the door FLIES open.

Al yssa spots Noah sitting notionless on the toilet seat with
POOLS of BLOCOD beneath his feet. Alyssa sprints back to-

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Al yssa grabs her phone, dials 911 and frantically expl ains
the situation as she runs back to-
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I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS

After yelling the address, she TOSSES the phone aside and
grabs Noah, pulling himoff the toilet and onto the fl oor.

ALYSSA
Noah, wake up. Wake up, Noah!

| NT. DARK BEDROOM - DAY

Noah and Natalie wait for the SUNRI SE together until
Al yssa's voi ce breaks through the DARK BLUE SKY.

ALYSSA (V. Q)
Noah pl ease! Wake up

Noah gl ances upward.

NOAH
Al yssa?
NATALI E
(pointing at the horizon)
Noah, | ook.

Noah | ooks across the ocean. A GOLDEN SUN rises, shining
brightly over the ocean. The RAYS strike the DOORS. The
DOORS open to reveal a WH TE LI GHT.

BOY' S VA CE
Dad?

Noah stares into the LIGHT, spotting a vague figure wthin.
Nat al i e takes Noah's hand and guides himto the LI GHT.

I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Al 'yssa holds Noah's arns up to her chest as she cries. She
continues to call out to him

ALYSSA
Noah, you have to cone back! Don't
go! Please don't go!

| NT. DARK BEDROOM - DAY

Noah stops at the DOORWAY. He |ooks at Natalie then
retracts his hand. Tears formin Natalies eyes.

NATALI E
You | ove her that nuch?

Noah nods. Natalie enbraces himtightly.

NATALI E ( CONTD)
Then go back to her.

NOAH
Thank you.
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Natalie | eads Noah to the EDGE of the BALCONY. Noah smles
and gives Natalie one |last kiss before DI VING off the
BALCONY RAILING and hitting the water. He wakes to-

I NT. NOAH S HOUSE - BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Noah wakes up in Alyssa's arns and strokes her face with his
BLOODY pal m She | aughs dryly as he | ooks at her.

NOAH
' m here.

Noah reaches and grasps onto Alyssa, his arns SHAKI NG
FADE TO BLACK

| NT. NOAH S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

SUBTI TLE: THREE WEEKS LATER

Noah sits on his couch. Beatrice sits in the chair beside
the couch. The two are alone in the house.

NOAH
Thanks again for making all these
trips up here. | knowit's a real
pain in the ass.

BEATRI CE
It's fine, Noah. As long as you
are heal thy and wel .
(beat)
So how have you been this week?

NOAH
|'ve been good. I'mstill working,
t hi ngs have gotten a | ot better.

BEATRI CE
Yeah?

NOAH
Yeah. | haven't dreamed of her at
all since that night.

BEATRI CE
That's great.

(beat)

| know we've di scussed her over and
over again but let's tal k about
Nat al i e.

NOAH
kay.

BEATRI CE
VWho was she?
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NOAH
She was soneone | made up after she
died. | couldn't forgive nyself
for letting her go so | tortured
nyself with these...dreans.

BEATRI CE
Go on.

NOAH
She was never real and | was able
to get over her by finally
forgiving nyself.

BEATRI CE
Have you been going to group?

NOAH
Yeah, every wednesday night. |
found that it helps to talk with
peopl e that have been through it or
have t hought of doing it.

BEATRI CE
That's good. So how are you and
Al yssa doi ng?

NOAH
We're doing great. Sonetines |
can't believe how lucky I amto
have her in ny life.

BEATRI CE

How are Jereny and the famly?
NOAH

They' ve been good. |'m al nost

finished with the ark actually.
Maya and Cecil e have been itching
to tear down those tarps.

EXT. CEMETARY - DAY

Noah wal ks through the CEMETARY with a bouquet of WH TE
LI LLI ES.

BEATRI CE (V. Q.)
Wel|l you seemto have cone a |ong

way, Noah.

NOAH (V. Q)
Yeah. | think I've finally |earned
to |l et go.

BEATRI CE (V. Q.)
Lastly...do you believe that
Nat al i e' s death was acci dental ?
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Noah reaches Natalie's GRAVE and stands at the HEADSTONE
with the fl owers.

NCAH (V. Q)
Yes | do.
NOAH
H Natalie. | knowI'mlong

overdue for a visit but | cane just
to thank you for everything.

(beat)
Know that |'ve always got you in ny
heart and I won't forget what we
had.

(pl aces flowers on grave)
"1l see you.

Noah wal ks away as a gentl e BREEZE pushes agai nst his back.
EXT. JEREMY' S HOUSE - BACKYARD - DAY

Noah stands atop the BIG TREE while the girls wait
inpatiently on the patio with Jereny, Denise and Al yssa.

NOAH
Drumrol |l pl ease!

The fam|ly DRUMS on the wooden railing as Noah pulls the
ROPE and unveils the ARK. Maya and Cecile |l ook in shock and
di sbelief at the ARK in the TREE. Noah junps down fromthe
ARK and hugs the girls as they run towards the TREE

MAYA
It's amazi ng!

NOAH
You like it?!

CECI LE
Yeah!

Noah steps aside as the girls clinb the | adder up to the
ARK. The ARK is lined wwth the animals from Maya's STORY
Noah steps back and admres his work as do the rest of the
famly as they applaud the mnasterpi ece.

J EREMY
Hol y crap, Noah!

DENI SE
W mght live in the Ark.

Noah hugs Alyssa as they look at the girls up in the ARK

ALYSSA
Amazing structural integrity, babe.



NOAH
Wll I'"mglad | have your stanp of
approval .

ALYSSA
St anp?

NOAH
1] All ?

ALYSSA
Mmm . . " A+

Noah grins as the two ki ss.

NOAH
Onh and | ook.
(pointing at whal e)
| even put Jereny in the ark.

EXT. MOUNTAIN TRAIL - CONTI NUOUS
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The trees sways with the gusts of WND coursing through the
forest. On the boulder in the distance, a LONE PAIR stand

where the I NDENT is | ocat ed.
JEREMY (V. Q.)

That's real funny. So Alyssa told

me that you got rid of all your
statues. |Is that true?

NOAH (V. O.)

Yeah. They were taking up too much
room decided to get rid of "emfor

Some new proj ects.

The LONE PAIR reveal s itself as the DEER STATUE, settled

into the BOULDER | NDENT.

JEREMY (V. Q.)
Very cool

CECI LE (V. Q)
Look daddy! There's a unicorn!

JEREMY (V. Q.)
| see it!

THE END

FADE OUT
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