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( COMPLETE DARKNESS)

| NSERT POEM LACK OF LAZI NESS:

A DEEP VO CE begins to speak

VA CE
A deep slunber is dangerous for the
consci ousness; closed eyes... closed

m nd. Truths hidden in the darkened
recesses of our beings are weapons to
freedom lies believed are chains

| ocked around necks. Eternity awaits
t he awakening...eternity waits... and
the |l onger you sleep...the harder it
is for you to wake up. JACOB... WAKE
UP!

CREDI TS ROLL. A BLINDI NG BRI GHT LI GHT- A PAIR OF CLOSED EYES
OPEN SUDDENLY

FADE | N
I NT. JACOB' S BEDROOM MORNI NG

Jacob (a white teenager) eyes pop open as his al arm goes off,
he junps out of bed and runs to his bathroom He |ooks at
hinmself in the mrror, nods in approval, and begins his
nor ni ng routine.

Downstairs his nother nmakes breakfast while his father sets
the table. Jacob finishes getting ready for school and joins
his parents in the kitchen.

MOM
Good day Jacob, how are you feeling?

JACOB joins his dad at the table.

JACOB
Per f ect

MOM GRI NS)
You are the best there ever was and
will ever be. Just |ike we planned.
Yes?

JACOB
Yes

DAD ( NODS)
W woul dn't have it any other way. |
( MORE) ( CONTI NUED)
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JACOB j oi

She sets

DAD ( NODS) (CONT' D)
was thinking after practice we could
go over to the pool hall fora few
ganes, you up for it?

JACOB
Yeah al ways, you're paying right?

DAD ( CHUCKLES)
"1l pay this time...you still owe ne.

MOM
Gk that's enough of that,let's eat.

ns his dad at the table.
the food on the table and they dig in.
MOM CONT' D)

Your early acceptance letter from
Brown arrived this norning.

JACOB
You opened it?
MOM
No, | just know you got in... It's on
the coffee table.
JACOB
Thanks Mom ..1'll open it later.
DAD

Jake...don't |l eave us in
suspense...open it now.

JACOB goes into the living room grabs his letter and rejoins
his parents at the table. He opens the letter and sm|es.

JACOB
["min.
MOM
Hm mm ..l already reserved the
country club so we can cel ebrate
properly, |I'mso excited!
JACOB
Mom don't bother...It's unnecessary.
MOM
Oh hone don't be ridiculous...it's

done! W will celebrate you, which is
al ways necessary.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAD
Son this is what happens when you
succeed. . .you deserve recognition for
your achi evenents.

JACOB( SI GHS)
Fine...I"mnot leaving til this summer
anyway.

He continues to read over his letter.

JACOB
|'ve been invited to a pre-college
program for early accepted
freshmen....what is this?

DAD
It's a great opportunity,that's what
it is. It's for exceptional students,
which is what you are.

JACOB
This programstarts in
January...that'sin two nonths. |'m not
sure | want to mss ny entire senior

year.

H s parents | ook at each other.

MOM
O course it's your choice,and we know
you'l | make the right one.

JACOB

Yeah

He gl ances up at the kitchen cl ock, excuses hinself, and
| eaves out for school.

EXT. H GH SCHOOL SOCCER FlI ELD- MORNI NG

JACOB parks his nmotorcycle and neets his friends on the
soccer field, before school.

JACOB
What's up fellas?

Al
What's up?

DYLAN
Congrats on getting into Brown.

JACOB
How long did it take me to get here?

( CONTI NUED)
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Al
You know how not hers are...m ne nagged
me about it all the way here.

AJ gets off the bleacher and stands in front of them

AJ( MOCKI NGLY) ( CONT' D)
"Aaron how could you do this to ne...|
just found out that Jacob got early
acceptance into Brown....How do you
think that nmakes ne feel? I'm so
hum liated right now How do | explain
that you haven't even sent in your
application and worse...that you m ght

be considering the mlitary... we've

wor ked so hard, sacrificed so nuch,

and this is how you repay us"...Blah

Bl ah Bl ah....you know the rest.
JACOB

What' d you say?

AJ
What do you think? | sat there like a
good little boy and passively took the
verbal lashing... cursing you under ny
breath the entire tine

DYLAN
| found out on ny way out the door. My
parents threaten to kill ne if
didn't cancel ny gig to attend your
stupid party... |I'mnot happy about
this.

Al

These parties are for them..it's al
about who throws the first one. It's a
contest; we're their trophies, their
measur enment of how successful they are
as parents....its craziness.

DYLAN( LAUGHS)
|"'mless of a trophy and nore of a
participation ribbon for ny parents.

AJ( GRI NS)
M ne are holding their breath, and now
t hanks to Jake here, I'mgoing to have

to roll over and play dead until
graduation. You just had to get early
acceptance...didn't you?

JACOB
Trust ne....you have no i dea how good
you guys have it. Besides it's not
like you two aren't going to have
parties of your own.

( CONTI NUED)
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Al
" mdragging ny feet applying to
Cornell, and | amstill considering
t he Marine Corp.
DYLAN
Bro...I"mnot going to college, I'm
nmoving to New York to pursue ny nusic.
AJ( SHRUGS)
Yours may be the only one. So we hate
you.
DYLAN

Yep. My parents already have their
cover story as to why I'mnot going to

col | ege.
JACOB (SM LES)
What is it?
DYLAN( SHRUGS)
Don't know, don't care. They can say
what ever they want. |I'mnot a parent

pl easi ng puppet |ike you two.
The school bell rings.

AJ(JOKI NAY)
Hey, parent pleasing is an art
form..takes a |ot of cowardice, a
sprinkle of patience, just a hint of
grace, and a little bit of self-
hatred.... when done properly, your
spi ne shoul d successfully be renoved.

DYLAN( LAUGHS)
Jacob's was born w thout one.

JACOB
Come 'on we got to get to class.

AJ and Dyl an give each other a | ook, and then follow Jacob
into the school. Jacob goes throughout his day, working
hard, soci ali zi ng, and being the object of affection fromthe
masses. After school and soccer practice, Jacob heads to the
| ocal pool hall to neet his father.

I NT. POCL HALL- LATE AFTERNOON.

Jacob and his father stand around a pool table drinking root
beers and di scussing his party.

DAD
Your Mom |l ost her mnd planning this
thing. She's spent a small fortune
already... this party is the best
thing that's happened to her all year.
( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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DAD ( CONT' D)
The only thing she's waiting for now
i's your steady respectable girlfriend.

JACOB
Two birds with one stone huh? Let ne
guess, she's already found said girl
and is going to insist on ny neeting
her...at her, excuse ne...ny party.

DAD
She' s al ways three steps ahead, you
know that. She wants you to date a
girl you would marry...you know'Mom
approved".

JACOB
O course, so no interest in the Jacob
approved girl.

DAD
Jacob, girls throw thensel ves at you
and you approve...that's unacceptable
for her. Your nother worries about
you...she doesn't want you ruining our
pl ans for you.

JACOB
She has nothing to worry about...Il'm
careful. I would never mess with the
pl an.

DAD
That's her job. W have invested our
entire lives into your survival... uh

future, you gotta make a few
concessions, so be it.

JACOB( SADLY SM LES)
A few concessi ons huh? Your plans. |
feel like a puppet on a string, you
are |like my puppeteers.

Jacob racks the balls up and takes a sip of his root beer.

DAD(LOOKS H M I N THE EYE)
No, we are your parents...your nother
and | know what's best for you. You
will thank us in the end.

JACOB( UNCOVFORTABLE)
Ri ght

DAD
Good, now br eak.

They play a few nore ganmes, and then call it a night. Jacob
decides to stop at a convenient store to get a pack of

( CONTI NUED)
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cigarettes.
EXT. CONVEN ENT STORE- EVEN NG

Jacob exits the store and bunps into a bl ack, facel ess,
honel ess man on his way out, knocking himdown. The old man
struggles to his feet and grabs Jacob's pant |eg.

FACELESS HOVELESS BLACK MAN
Spare some change?

JACOB ( STARTLED)
No...get your hand off ne.

Jacob feels strangely as he backs away fromthe man, hops on
hi s notorcycl e and heads hone.

I NT. JACOB' S HOVE- NI GHT

Jacob hel ps his nother clean up the kitchen after dinner,
finishes his homework, and joins his parents in the |iving
roomas they watched the |local news. A story about a new bill
bei ng passed is interrupted with breaking news of a honel ess
bl ack man bei ng beaten severely by a group of nen after
begging for food at a convenient store. Jacob ignores the
story, but gets a strange feeling. He quickly excuses hinself
and makes his way to his room He flops dowm on his bed and
cl oses his eyes for a few seconds to clear his head. As if
poked with a hot iron; he junps out of bed and rushes to his
bat hroom and stares at hinself in the mrror. Satisfied with
what he sees, he gets back in bed and tries to fall asl eep,
but to no avail. A few mnutes later his nother conmes in to
ki ss hi m goodni ght .

MOM MECHANI CALLY)
Sweet heart are you ok?

JACOB
I"'mfine...l just want to get an early
start.

MOM SM LES)
" m proud of you; | want you to know
that. Renenber you're the best there
is, and ever will be. Yes?

JACOB

Yes. .. Thanks nom goodni ght.

She gives hima pat on the back, and | eaves. Jacob stares at
the ceiling trying to forget the odd feeling that nagged at
hi s conscience. He | eans over his bed, reaches into his back
pack, and grabs his acceptance letter. He reads over it
several tines, hoping to dispel the feeling he had, a feeling
that he'd never felt before.

( CONTI NUED)
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Finally, he puts the letter away, turns his light out, and
tries to fall asleep. As he was drifting off, he hears a

voi ce calling himby name. Expecting one of his parents to
knock on his door, Jacob ignores the voice and continues to
fall asleep. A few seconds |ater he hears it again,and again
he ignores it. The voice gets |ouder, demanding his
attention, but Jacob defies it. Suddenly; as if it were in
his head, the Voice yells his nanme.Jacob springs up out of
his sleep and off of his bed; he hits the floor hard and
pounces right back up

JACOB
VWho' s t here?

VA CE
You

Jacob turns on the light to see no one. He runs into his

bat hroom .. not hi ng, searches his closet...nothing, and checks
his parents'room..just them sleeping. He races throughout

t he house naking sure there were no intruders. Satisfied with
his search, he goes back into his roomand |ies down, then
junps up, goes back into his bathroom and stares at hinself
inthe mrror. He |l ooks at his reflection and slightly grins.

JACOB
You' re ok.

EXT. COUNTRY CLUB AFTERNOON (A MONTH LATER)

Jacob, AJ, and Dyl an stand by the buffet, making fun of the
whol e spectacle that was Jacob's col |l ege acceptance party.
Their nockery is interrupted by Jacob's nother, who insists
that he conme with her to neet soneone "special". He | ooks to
his friends for help, but they both | ook off; purposely
ignoring him forcing himto concede and go with her.

I NT. COUNTRY CLUB

Jacob follows his nmomthrough the sea of strangers; thanking
them as they went, to a table where a young | ady sat al one.
As they approached the table, the girl |ooks up as Jacob's
nmot her greeted her.

MOM

Leah, how are you?
LEAH

H, I"'mfine, this is a nice party.
MOM

Thank you. ..
( CONTI NUED)
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She notions for Jacob to join her...he reluctantly steps
forward

MOM CONT' D)
....this is ny son Jacob.Jacob this is
Leah. She's a senior at St. Mary.

Leah sm |l es, and extends her hand.

LEAH
Nice to nmeet you Jacob

Jacob shakes her hand, and returns a smle.

JACOB
Yep.

Hi s nother; pleased with herself, quickly departs hoping they
woul d bond. Leah offers Jacob a seat, he takes it, and for a
few m nutes they nake small talk. Shortly into their
conversation, his nother grabs the m crophone, and solicits
everyone's' attention. Jacob and Leah shift their attention
to the podiumat the front of the room where his Mom proudly
stood next to an enornous cake.

MOM
Excuse ne everyone, | would like to
t hank you all for comng out to
cel ebrate our son, Jacob. (Scattered
appl ause) He is such a blessing to ny
husband and I, and has nade us so
proud. As you all know, Jacob has
received early acceptance i nto BROM,
but what you don't know is that he
will be leaving us in a few weeks to
attend their pre-coll ege program for
exceptional student, for the remai nder
of the school year. | know sone of you
were wondering why it was so inportant
to have the party now, that's why.
After the holidays, he'll be in Rhode
I sland in that godawful weather, we're
preparing himwell, of course.

She begins to tear up.

MOM CONT' D)
Jacob, is truly the best son any
not her could ask for. Jacob, son wll
you please join nme up here so that we
can cut your cake?

Jacob; still sitting with Leah, gets up and heads to the
front of the room and stands right next to his nom He | ooks
at her in disbelief & disgust; she returns his ook with a
fake smle and a soft pat on the back.

( CONTI NUED)
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MOM
|'"'mso proud of you. Ck sweetheart go
ahead and cut the first slice.

Jacob grabs the knife off the table, cuts a small piece of
cake, scoops it up, puts it on a plate, and wal ks off. H's
not her sumons one of the waitresses to cone cut the rest of
t he cake, while she excuses herself, and follows Jacob
out si de.

EXT. COUNTRY CLUB- LATE AFTERNOON. CONTI NUOUS

Jacob | eans up against his notorcycle, snoking a cigarette.
H s nother wal ks briskly toward him wth his father not far
behi nd. Jacob quickly puts out his cigarette, and prepares
hi msel f for the confrontation.

JACOB ( CONFUSED)

My choice...right. I should have
known. . .

MOM
Your father and | decided...it's a

great opportunity.

DAD
Jacob, you were draggi ng your
feet...you know we only want the best
for you! W want you to have a head
start, you have all your credits,
you' d be wasting your tine here...you
know t hat .

JACOB
| don't see enjoying my senior year as
a waste of tine.

DAD
Well, we're your parents,and we know
what's best for you. It's just a
senmester away; you'll get to conme hone
for spring break. This is too
inmportant to mss out on, it'll be
gr eat .

MOM

| know it may seem unfair, but you'l
thank us later.

DAD
O course he wll. This is a huge
advantage for you, you'll graduate a

senmester earlier, finish grad schoo
sooner, be a Busi ness Professional
before thirty...just |ike we planned.

JACOB( SI GHS)
Just |ike we planned.

( CONTI NUED)



11.

CONTI NUED
MOM
Yes. | have another surprise..
JACOB
Let nme guess....that girl's been

accepted into the sane program

MOM SURPRI SED)
Yes...how did you know?

JACOB (LOOKS AT HER)
| know you...and before your speech,
she told ne she was leaving in

January, headed to Brown. | guess your
pl an worked...should | just propose
now?

MOM SM LES)

Don't be silly...that will cone |ater,
after you graduate and are in Gad
school. She is perfect for you.

JACOB
She is perfect for you...she's your
little spy.

MOM
Call it what you want. She's a great
girl...she's your equal. She'll add to
you...not subtract. | think it's a

great match
He throws his hands up in the air in defeat.

JACOB ( ANNOYED)
| give up! Can | go now?

DAD
Sure...we'l|l see you at hone.

MOM
Be careful. Renenber you're the best
there is and ever wll be.

JACOB
Bye Mom

Jacob puts his hel met on, hops on his bike, starts it up, and
pulls off.

| NT. BAR- EVENI NG

Jacob, AJ, and Dylan sit at the bar drinking beer and
di scussing his big news.

( CONTI NUED)
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DYLAN( CHUCKLI NG)
Jake, this is pitiful...

Al
Take it is easy on him He's an only
child, he's all they have.

DYLAN
|"man only child...

AJ
Yeah, but your parents don't denmand as
much fromyou, and they're | ess
tradi tional than Jacob's.

Jacob downs his beer, and then lights up another cigarette.

DYLAN
Jake, what you should do is hit the
road with nme next nonth

JACOB ( LAUGHS)
Yeah right, you got school

DYLAN
That my friend is where you' re w ong.
Al
What are you tal kinng about ?
DYLAN
|"mdone. | got all ny credits. Get'n
nmy diploma in the nmail, same as Jake.
JACOB
How?
DYLAN

Sunmer school and ni ght school .

Al
So why conme to school at all?

DYLAN
To hang with you two | osers,and to
keep ny parents off ny back, until
this trip was finalized. | |eave
January 5th. You're free to join
nMe...you too Aaron

JACOB
| wish, but I couldn't do that to ny
parents. They've. ..

AJ & DYLAN
Sacrificed so much. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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JACOB( FRUSTRATED)
| know | sound |ike a broken record,
but AJ's right, I"'mall they have. |
can't disappoint them they only
want . . .

AJ & DYLAN
The best for you.

DYLAN
| feel sorry for you nman...the
invitation stands. So what's up with
t he chi ck?

JACOB
Anot her part of their plan, her nane's
Leah. She's attending the sane
program so ny nmom set us up

AJ
Jake, | know you're holding it all in
right now, but one day you're going to
snhap. You need to start asserting
yoursel f, you're about to be an adult,
how | ong are you going to |let them
control you?

DYLAN
| thought we were taking it easy on
him although AJ's right. | got to go
take a w z.

A
Me too.

They | augh. Jacob orders anot her beer, while Dylan and AJ go
to the restroons. He lights up another cigarette and gets
lost in his own thoughts. A teenage | ooking black man brushes
past him quickly excuses hinself and rushes off. Jacob
instinctively starts patting hinmself down maki ng sure he
still had his wallet. He doesn't find it and | ooks in the
direction of the kid.

| NT. BAR - LATE EVEN NG

Al & Dylan return to the bar, to see Jacob in an altercation
with a young bl ack, faceless kid, who Jacob accused of
stealing his wallet.

JACOB
| know you have ny wallet...now give
it back!

FACELESS BLACK KI D
| don't have your wallet,l'mnot a
t hief!!

( CONTI NUED)
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JACOB( TO THE BARTENDER)
Pl ease call the police,since he's not
cooperating. Don't let himleave
ei t her.

A half hour later; after the kid was held and thoroughly
searched and no wall et found, Jacob, AJ, and Dyl an watch as
the young nman is arrested, and decide to call it a night.
They were headed out of the building, when Jacob suddenly
stops then takes off running towards his notorcycle.

EXT. BAR PARKI NG LOT- N GHT

Jacob opens up the side pocket on his notorcycle seat and
pulls out his wallet, they all three stare at it in silent
horror.

DYLAN ( SHAKES HI S HEAD)
Aww Shit...you dunb ass!Looks like you
j ust snapped.

AJ (LAUGHS)
| guess we're headed to the police
station, bravo geni us.

JACOB (LOOKS AT THEM
What's the point...damage is al ready
done.

DYLAN( ANNOYED)
You're not serious, it's getting |ate,
let's get this over with..

JACOB
NO What's the big deal, his friends
Wil bail himout, and | just won't

file an official conplaint. Wiy do |
have to humliate nysel f?

DYLAN
You humiliated him make this right.

AJ
Dude, do you hear yourself...you just
got a kid arrested for stealing your
wal let....the wallet you' re hol ding
right now. You have to make this
right...just go down to the station,
expl ai n what happened, and formally

drop the charges, we'll go with you
DYLAN
It was a sinple m stake, we got your
back.
JACOB

Yeah, and if | were 18, we wouldn't be
having this conversation. If | go down
( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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JACOB (CONT' D)
there, they'll have to call ny

parents. | can't do it..... It's not
really ny fault, the bartender called
the cops, | didn't know they were

going to arrest him | nean they
obviously didn't find ny wallet on
hi m

AJ ( DUVMBFOUNDED)
Jake, you accused the guy of stealing
your wal |l et, you caused a huge scene,
you insisted that the manager call the
cops. What did you think was goi ng

happen?
DYLAN

Gve ne the wallet. I'll do it.
JACOB

No, it's done. If you guys want to
have ny back, keep your nouths shut
about this. Just in case you forgot we
all cane in here with fake I Ds and had
beers and liquor...I"mthe only one

t hi nki ng strai ght right now.

AJ(DROPS H S HEAD)
Jake this is wong, and you know it.
W'l get a slap on the wist, maybe
not even that. | hate to say it, but we
know what's going to happen to that
kid...the rules are different. It'snot
fair but it's the way it is...you can
change this.

JACOB
Underage drinking is a crime. That's
all nmy parents are going to see. The

school will find out, it will ness up
everything. You just said it...the
rules are different...lucky for us
they are. | nmean he's probably guilty

of sonething right?

DYLAN ( DI SGUSTED)

| understand about your parents, but
this changes things. | don't mnd
taki ng the heat for underage drinking,
because | did it, but letting sonmeone
go to jail for sonmething they didn't
do is fucked up and unforgivable...you
know that this could possibly ruin

that kids' life..... |"ve | ost respect
for you man. 1'll take this to the
grave....but we're through.

( CONTI NUED)
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JACOB( STUNNED & HURT)
Dyl an don't say that bro.l'm not
saying | don't feel bad, but | have to
t hi nk about ny parents and ny future.
| can't risk it...l just can't. They
could try to sue ne for false
accusation or slander, | got to
protect nyself.

Al
You're selfish bro.... We're out.

AJ and Dyl an | eave Jacob standing next to his notorcycle.

I NT. JACOB' S BATHROOMt LATE NI GHT

Jacob | ooks at hinself in the mrror, trying to convince
himsel f he did the right thing. That strange feeling returns
and overtakes his body |ike a disease.

JACOB ( GRI MACES)
You had no other choice....you had to
protect yourself...that kid's going to
be ok....you didn't ruin his
life....the guys will come around,
they' Il understand.

Wt hout warning Jacob crunbles to the floor in pain,and the
voi ce returns in a whisper

VA CE
Li ar!

Jacob; still doubled over, grips the toilet seat,pulls
himself up to the sink, and gets his | egs underneath him He
| ooks into the mrror in horror, and falls back to the floor.

JACOB( I N AGONY)
VWhat the hell?

VA CE
Li ar!

JACOB
|'"'mnot aliar...|l had no other
choi ce.

Agai n, Jacob pulls hinmself up, this tinme he stunbl es back
into his bedroom onto his bed. He turns his light out and
pul I's his bl anket over his head. The voice pierces his m nd.

VA CE
LI AR!'!
JACOB( GRABS HI S HEAD)
SHUT UP!I'! | did what | had to do and

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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JACOB( GRABS HI S HEAD) ( CONT' D)
|'"d do it again.

The pain inside his head | eaves instantly, and Jacob rel axes
and stares at the ceiling. He begins to think about his
future, coll ege, business school, his financial firm
marriage, and children. Jacob drifts off to sleep.

EXT. JACOB'S H GH SCHOOL- MORNI NG

Jacob pulls into his parking spot and goes over to the
bl eachers to find them enpty. He swears under his breath.

| NT. DEPARTMENT STORE- LATE AFTERNOON

Jacob follows his Momthrough the store as she stocks up on
everything he'll need for college.

JACOB (ROLLS EYES)
Wiy do | have to be here?

MOM
Because | need your hel p carrying al
of this, keep up.

H s Mom continues to toss things in her cart, and Jacob
continues w shing he were anywhere el se.

I NT. JACOB' S HOUSE- EVEN NG

Jacob, his parents, Leah and her parents sit at the dining
tabl e; discussing their plans for their Rhode Island bound
pair.

Jacob qui ckly excuses hinmself and goes for a wal k. Suddenly
t he voi ce creeps through his subconsci ous.

VA CE
Who are you?

Jacob stops and | ooks around.

JACOB
VWho' s there?

Leah steps around the corner.

LEAH
It's nme, are you ok?

JACOB (BI TTERLY)
Go ask ny parents..

LEAH( SI GHS)
They sent nme out here to check on
you. . .
JACOB
| want to be alone that's why | cane
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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JACOB ( CONT' D)
out here.

LEAH
Under st ood

She | eaves hi m al one.

COVPLETE DARKNESS

The Voi ce begins to speak.

VA CE
When you don't know who you are and
who were neant to be, soneone el se
will give you an identity that fits
t heir agenda, nmeking you a slave and
them ..your master. \Were does your
freedomlie...in a awaken m nd.
MONTAGE:

A BRI GHT LI GHT SPLI TS THROUGH THE DARKNESS. | MAGES FLASH
ACRCSS THE SCREEN, COVERI NG THE NEXT 12 YEARS OF JACOBS LI FE

(I MAGE 1)

EXT. BROMN UNI VERSI TY CAMPUS- DAYTI ME

Jacob and Leah wal k across canpus hand in hand. Leah smling,
Jacob expressionl ess.

(| MAGE 2)

| NT. DORM ROOMt EVEN NG

Jacob and two other nen; |saac & Ben (their names appear
underneath their images), sit on their beds studying.

(| MAGES 3- 6)

I NT. CLUB- NI GHT

Jacob watches Leah, |saac, and Ben celebrate with the rest of
t heir peers.
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EXT. BROWN UNI VERSI TY CAMPUS- AFTERNOON

Jacob begrudgi ngly poses for graduation photos with Leah,
| saac, Ben and his parents.

| NT. EMPTY DORM ROOM LATE AFTERNOON

Jacob sits alone on the floor, drinking froma |large bottle
of vodka and crying. A bottle of pills are scattered by his
feet.

EXT. HARVARD SCHOOL OF BUSI NESS BUI LDI NG AFTERNOON

Jacob stands in front of the building; along with Isaac &
Ben, takes a deep breath and wal ks in.Inside they neet two
busi ness najors Matt & Colin and they all becone friends.
(Their nanes appear under their inmages)

(| MAGES 7- 12)

I NT. JACOB'S FAM LY HOVE- MORNI NG

Jacob & Leah announce their engagenent to their friends and
famly.

EXT. LOCAL BAR- LATE NI GHT

Leah, Ben, and |saac drag an unconsci ous Jacob out the back
door of the bar and stuff himin Leah's car. Ben decl ares
that he was tired of dealing with Jacob' s"issue", and that he
was out.

| NT. EXPENSI VE RESTAURANT- EVEN NG

Jacob, Isaac, Matt, and Colin dine and discuss their plans to
start their financial firm

EXT. SMALL OFFI CE BUI LDI NG AFTERNCON

Jacob, |saac, Matt, and Colin; each holding a piece of a SOLD
sign, pose as Leah takes their picture.

EXT. LARGE CHURCH BUI LDI NG LATE AFTERNCON

Jacob & Leah; in wedding attire, exit the church as 300 of
their friends and famly wish themwell on their marriage.

| NT. MEDI UM HOUSE- EVENI NG NI GHT

Leah wal ks over to Jacob with her hands behind her back. Wth
a big smle on her face, she shows hima handful of pregnancy
test all positive. Jacob smles and hugs her tightly.
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END MONTAGE:
THE | MAGE STOP. THE BRI GHT LI GHT FLASHES. .. FADE I N
I NT. JACOB' S HOVE- MORNI NG ( TVELVE YEARS LATER)

Jacob lies in bed; sem conscious, Leah wal ks over to his side
of the bed and gentl e nudges hi m awake.

LEAH
Jacob. .. wake up babe.

He opens his eyes and | ooks up at his wife. She smles at
him he sits up and rubs his eyes.

JACOB
"' m awake. ..is breakfast ready? |I'm
f am shed.
LEAH
Yes, breakfast is ready, how are you
feeling
JACOB
Fam shed...and a bit stressed. | got a
bi g day ahead of nme, | need to get
ready.
LEAH
O course, I'mgoing to get Morgan up
and ready, we'll neet you downstairs.
JACOB

Thanks, sorry if I'"'ma bit on edge,
feeling a bit off today for sone

reason.
LEAH

Its ok, you'll do great today, you're

the best there ever was, and ever wl|l

be.

Jacob gives his wife a kiss and sm | es.

JACOB
Thank you, Leah

LEAH
| love you...you better get going; you
don't want to be |ate.

JACOB
Ri ght
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Jacob hops out of bed, goes into their master bathroom and
begins his norning routine. He | ooks in the mrror;

t hor oughly | ooking hinself over, before smling and finishing
his routine

Twenty mnutes |ater, Jacob joins his wife and daughter for
breakfast, then heads out to a potential client's house. A
coupl e hours later he | eaves his newest client's house; on
cl oud nine, and heads to the office.

EXT. JACOB'S OFFI CE BU LDI NG EARLY AFTERNOCON

Jacob pulls into the parking lot, struggling to contain his
excitenment. As he was preparing to get out of his car, Matt
approaches him | ooking upset and deject ed.

MATT
We have a probl enf

JACOB ( ALARMED)
What is it?

MATT
| was just informed by accounting that
one of our Associates m splaced an
enor nous amount of ny noney.

JACOB
How rmuch?
MATT
250 mllion dollars.

Jacob' s knees buckl e; he | eans up against his car for
support.

JACOB (S| CKENED)
How di d this happen?

MATT
We're looking into it.

Jacob snaps out of his shock and starts charging towards the
front door. Matt takes off after him

JACOB( ENRAGED)
"Il handle this. | want everyone in
the conference roomin five m nutes.

MATT
They' re already there.

They briskly enter the building, Jacob storns towards the
conference room and yanks the door open.
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EVERYONE
SURPRI SE!

He stops and stares at everyone. Matt wal ks up behi nd him

JACOB
VWhat is this?

LEAH
Your Birthday

He | ooks around the room and sees his wife, along with his
parents, anong his staff. She nakes her way over to him
grabs his hand and | eads himto the back of the room where
hi s enornous cake stood. He scans the room again, and | ooks
back at Matt.

JACOB
So, there's no crisis?
MATT
Nope, got cha.
LEAH
You forgot, didn't you?
JACOB
Yeah, thank you all! This is great!
MATT

Let's cut the cake.

LEAH
Not before we sing Happy Birthday.

Everyone sings happy birthday, they cut the cake, sociali ze,
and then get back to work. Jacob's wife and parents take him
out for |unch.

| NT. BI STRO- AFTERNOON

Jacob, Leah, and his parents eat and catch up on each other's
lives.

JACOB
| just acquired another client this
nmorni ng. This account is worth nore
t han what we made col |l ectively | ast
year. This day couldn't be going
better.

DAD
You see son, this is what it feels
like...to live your dreans, to succeed
at life. You did it, just like we
pl anned.
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JACOB
Just |ike we planned.

Their waitress; a young bl ack, facel ess woman, ask themif
everything was ok. Jacob's father rolls his eyes and shoves
his plate in her direction and tells her that his chicken
club was m ssing the bacon and asks to speak to the manager.
The manager handl es the situation and conps his neal. A few
mnutes later the waitress returns with the check. Jacob's
father takes the check out of her hands, slides his card into
the allotted slot, and hands it back to her, without

acknow edgi ng her presence. The waitress takes the check and
| eaves.

DAD
This place used to be really
ni ce...nust've changed owners or
sonething. | won't be leaving a tip.

MOM
Honey let's not go there. Leah how s
the job hunting going?

LEAH
Geat, | found a firmthat will let ne
work fromhonme. 1'Il only be preparing
briefs and affidavits, and goi ng over
courtroomtranscripts, | won't be
seeing the courtroomfor a while.

MOM
That' s excellent, you get to be a
not her and still have a career. |I'mso

proud of you two.

JACOB
Thanks Mom

LEAH
Yes, thank you, we nmake it work. And
speaki ng of, babe you shoul d probably
get back. | need to get Mdrgan from ny
sister's.

DAD
Kiss little Mdrgan for us and keep up
t he good worKk.

JACOB
WIl do, and thanks again for |unch.

Jacob and Leah say goodbye to his parents and | eave out the
restaurant. As they were | eaving, they pass their waitress
and Jacob sees tears in her eyes, he keeps wal ki ng, but | ooks
back at her as they wal kout the door.
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| NT. JACOB' S OFFI CE- LATE AFTERNOON
Jacob wal ks through the | obby and notices a young bl ack,

facel ess man waiting to be seen. He goes into his office, but
before he could get situated, he is bonbarded by Colin

CCOLI N
How was | unch?
JACOB
It was fine...what | mss?
CCOLI N
Not much, we're taking you for beers
after work.
JACOB

O, who's all going?

COLI N
Just the partners...a few associ ates
and secretari es.

JACOB
Sounds good.

COLI N
Good.

Colin leans in close, and grins m schievously.

COLI N
| just left the Lobby,there's another
one.

JACOB

Anot her one?
Colin shoots hima know ng | ook.

CCOLI N
| hate to be the bad guy, but how many
do we need?

JACOB( AVO DS EYE CONTACT)
No, you don't, besides he nay be a
client.

COLI N
He's not; he filled out an application
and is probably neeting with |saac as
we speak. |saac asked me to join him
toward the end of the interview |
just think we've nmet our quota.

JACOB
What quota, if he's a qualified hard
wor ker, why shouldn't we hire hinf
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COLI N
You know why, we have twel ve al ready,
not to nention the Mexicans we had to
hire to avoid that | awsuit.

JACOB( SHAKES HI S HEAD)
Jesus Colin, what is wong with you. .
(pauses) So we're not going to hire
hi n?

CCLI N( SM RKS)
Nope...l"'m going to shake his hand,
| ook over his file and say...Thank you
for your interest in our conpany, but
we've net our Affirmative Action
enpl oynment quota. We will; however,
keep your application on file, just in
case one of ours is term nated.

JACOB

You're an asshol e.
COLI N

True, but I'mal so the Boss.
JACOB

One of the Bosses...get out of ny

of fice.

COLI N( SNI CKERS W CKEDLY)
It's great to be on top...hey don't
forget drinks.

JACOB
Yeah

Colin | eaves, and Jacob gets to work for his new client.
After hours Jacob finishes his office, |eaves out & heads to
his car.

EXT. PARKI NG LOT- EVEN NG

Jacob wal ks through the parking ot and is startled by the
young black man sitting alone in a car trying to figure out
hi s next nove. As Jacob passes his car, the young man | ooks
up at himand for a nonent their eyes |lock. Unnerved to his
core; Jacob rushes to his car and heads to the bar.

| NT. BAR- NI GHT

Jacob sits at the bar, absentm ndedly sipping his beer, while
his party goes on around him |saac nudges himout of his

st upor.

| SAAC
What's wong with you man?
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JACOB
l"'mfine, but I should get going.
| SAAC
You just got here; besides we plan on
closing this place.... you' ve only had
one beer.
JACOB
| know, but I'mnot feeling this.
| SAAC
"This" is for you...did sonething
happen?
JACOB

No, | just want to get hone to ny
famly; you guys enjoy yourselves, and
t hanks.

| SAAC
Yeah, no problem.

Jacob gets up, grabs his jacket, and | eaves.

I NT. JACOB'S HOVE- LATE NI GHT

Jacob stands in front of the mrror trying to find what he
was | ooking for. He stares for a while and then decides to go
to bed and try again the next norning. He slips into bed next
to his wife but feels strange doing so. After a few hours of
staring at the ceiling he falls asl eep.

I NT. JACOB'S HOVE- EARLY MORNI NG

Jacob awakens suddenly, falls onto the floor, and | ays there
for a fewmnutes. Finally, he junps up and races to the
bathroomto ook in the mrror, and what he sees frightens
him He staggers back against the wall, struggles to regain
hi s conposure, and then takes another | ook. He begins to weep
quietly. He stamers back to his bed, takes a look at his
wife as the tears begin to flow. He then goes into his
daughters' room and wal ks gingerly over to her crib. At the
sight of her he crunbles to the floor and weeps
uncontrollably. A few hours later his wife wakes himup and
asks himto nove out of the way so that she could tend to

t heir daughter.

JACOB
VWhat tinme is it?

LEAH
7AM why are you on the floor?
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JACOB( LI ES)
| thought | heard sonething and cane
to check on Morgan.

LEAH
| haven't made breakfast yet.

JACOB
"1l pick sonmething up

Jacob slowWy stands up and makes his way back to their room
On his way out the door, he turns and |ooks at his wfe
&daughter, his eyes begin to tear up again. He quickly goes
into the bathroom | ocks the door, and starts his norning
routine, carefully avoiding the mrror.

I NT. JACOB' S CAR- MORNI NG

Jacob sits in his car outside his office, eating his
breakfast and trying to get a handle on the events that took
pl ace the night before into the norning. He finishes his

br eakfast and decides that the previous night's events where
stress induced and nothing nore. He takes a few deep breaths,
| ooks into the rear viewmrror, and is relieved by what he
sees. He gets out of his car and heads into work.

I NT. JACOB' S COVPANY- MORNI NG

Jacob enters his office and close & | ocks the door behind
him He sits down at his desk and tries to focus on work but
can't.He finally puts his head on his desk and drifts off to
sl eep. Suddenly from sonewhere in the room or nmaybe from
within him Jacob hears a voice whispering. He pops his head
of f the desk; still in a sem conscious state, to hear and
identify the voice.

JACOB
VWho' s t here?

The room goes qui et; Jacob stands up and searches his office
for the voice. After confirmng that he was al one, he takes a
seat on his couch and tries to stay calm

JACOB
What' s happening to ne?

VA CE
Youl!

Startled, Jacob hops off the couch wal ks over to his office
door, unlocks it and | ooks out. He | ooks at his secretary.

JACOB
Did you hear soneone calling nme?
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SECRETARY
No.

JACOB
Gk, thank.

He slanms the door, re locks it. He decides to take another
nap on the couch. Two hours later, he is awakened to see his
secretary standi ng over himshaking her head playfully.

SECRETARY
Sir, your llamneeting is about to
start, and your wife called and wants
to know what you want for |unch

JACOB
Uh, ok tell themI'mon ny way, and
tell my wwfe that |I'm swanped and
can't do lunch today.

SECRETARY
Yes sir. Ch, here you go.

She hands himhis portfolio and | eaves out.

JACOB
Thanks.

Jacob goes into his private washroom and strai ghtens hinsel f
up; he glances in the mrror briefly and is uneasy w th what
he sees.He then | eaves out for his neeting.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM+  NOON

Jacob sits around a | arge conference table, neeting wth the
Partners and Associ ates about the future of the firm Colin
heads the neeting, and then gives the floor to the other
Partners.

COLI N
| think I've covered our projected
nunbers thoroughly; Matt will go over
our plan to go international,lsaac our
eventual plan to go public, and Jacob
our potential client |ist.Gentlenen
you have the fl oor.

Matt stands up and presents his information regarding
international interest, |saac gives a power point
presentation on the five-year plan to go public. After his
presentation, |saac gives the floor to Jacob.

| SAAC
Jacob, you're up
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Jacob gets up and starts handing out the Cient

Li st...suddenly the voice returns aggressively, slammng
Jacob's body agai nst the conference table. Jacob grabs his
head in grimaces in pain.

VA CE
Thi ef !

Jacob recovers, with the help of Isaac and a coupl e of
Associ ates. He gets back on his feet and tries to regain
control of his body and his presentation.

JACOB
Sorry about that...

| SAAC(LOOKS AT H'M
You ok, that was a nasty fall.

JACOB
Yes, thank you...the Cient List is
very sinple in concept, but quite
tricky in execution. Yesterday | was
able to close a deal for close to a
billion dollars froma client on that
list.OF course, the details of that
deal will be made available only to
the Partners, needless to say, it is
exhi l arati ng when the execution is
flawl ess. You will notice that there
are ten nanmes highlighted on the Iist,
t hose are the biggest and nost
i nportant accounts, and shoul d be
handl ed by Partners and seni or
associates only. The rest of the |ist
is up for grabs and the comm ssions on
each account is 20% W need to be
aggressive but not abrasive in our
negoti ati ons, keep in mnd we are not
the only firmafter these
clients. Renenber our approach to
maki ng a deal, after three offers cut
your | osses and nove on. Are there any
guestions?

Pai n sears through Jacob's skull

Va CE
Thi ef

Jacob grabs his head and wi nces. The pain increases.

VA CE
Li ar. .. Thi ef

The pain forces Jacob to his knees, but he catches

hi msel f,and holds on to the edge of the table. Everyone
wat ches in disbelief, unsure of howto help him Finally,
Colin junps up and intervenes.
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COLIN
Jacob, you're not ok. Can | get sone
hel p here?

Colin and two Seni or Associates grab Jacob and pull himup
right.

CCLI N
| think he's having a m graine or
stroke or sonething. Lay himdo on his
couch and call 911. 1'Il finish up
her e.

The two Seni or Associates carry Jacob to his office and | ay
hi mon his couch as instructed. They informhis secretary of
what happened and tell her to call 911.

I NT. JACOB' S OFFI CE- AFTERNCON

Jacob lies on his couch, wondering how he got there. Two EMI
wor kers, check his vitals, give himsome Mtrin for his
headache, and then | eave. After they | eave, Jacob gets off
the couch, takes the pills, and then | eaves out to rejoin the
meeting. As he was wal king out, his wife conmes around the
corner headed towards him all smles.

LEAH
Hey babe, | hope you're hungry.

JACOB
Yeah, didn't ny secretary call you...?

LEAH( SM LES)
She did, but | told her I was com ng

anyway.
JACOB

Well, I'mkind of swanped.
LEAH

Jacob don't treat me like I'msinple.
You make your own hours, right? You
can make time for lunch with your

wi fe, unless you don't want to?

JACOB
It's not that, | amreally busy, and |
have anot her neeting across town | ater
today that |I'mnot prepared for...
had pl anned on ski ppi ng | unch.

LEAH(LOOKS AT H' M
Are you ok? You seema little
frazzl ed.
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JACOB
I'"'mfine, just trying to stay on top
of things. | really need to get back
to work.
LEAH
X, I'lIl see you at hone.
JACOB
"1l be home | ate, though.
LEAH( DI SAPPO NTED)
k, I'l'l leave dinner for you.
JACOB
Actually, I'mgoing to eat while |I'm
out.
LEAH
Al right, have a good day. | |ove you.
JACOB
Yeah.

Leah turns around and | eaves di sappoi nted and hurt. Jacob
wat ches her | eave, and questions his decision to send her
away. As he closes his door, the voice returns, nunbing his
brai n.

VA CE
Thi ef

Jacob qui ckly goes back into his office and cl oses the door.

JACOB
Who are you?

VA CE
Who are you?

JACOB( HOLDS HI S HEAD)
| need to lie down...

Jacob lies back down on his couch, sets his alarmtakes a
couple nore pills, and wills hinself to sleep. His dreans are
too disturbing and toss Jacob back up to his conscious state,
he decides to prepare for his nmeeting that was in a coupl e of
an hours.

| NT. FANCY RESTAURANT- EVEN NG

Jacob sits at the table waiting for his client to show He

| ooks at his watch, and becones agitated. The waiter stops by
several times to take his order, and then decides to | eave

hi m al one. After over an hour of waiting, Jacob abandons his
tabl e and goes over to the bar to get drunk. Couple hours
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|l ater, the bartender cuts himoff and calls hima Cab, Jacob
gives the driver his work address and decides to sleep it off
in his office.

I NT. JACOB' S OFFI CE- EARLY MORNI NG

Jacob awakes with a splintering headache. He rolls off the
couch, craws to his bathroom vomts for a few m nutes, and
rests his head on the toilet seat. H's phone buzzes, he picks
it up and sees that he had twenty nessages fromhis wfe. He
deletes themall, turns off his phone, and lies on the floor
and goes back to sl eep.

| mmges begin to flood his subconscious: The old bl ack man,
the innocent kid, the kind waitress, the dejected young
applicant.He loses all track of tine as his mnd chases the

i mages of the faceless blacks. He follows themto a |arge
factory in the m ddl e of nowhere, he watches as they enter a
pitch black roomthat he was not permtted to enter. Suddenly
Jacob is subnerged in to total darkness, his mnd begins to
bend....the voi ce denands his attention, and Jacob gives it.

VO CE
VWhere i s Jacob?

JACOB(W THI N HI MSELF)
" mright here.

VO CE
Who are you?

JACOB
| ' m Jacob

VO CE
You're a Liar, You're a Thief

JACOB
No...no...no! |I'"m not!

VA CE
LI AR THI EF!

JACOB
NO LEAVE ME ALONE!

The voice departs, |eaving Jacob dizzy and disoriented. His
subconsci ous tosses himupward into a roomfilled with
mrrors. Jacob sees his reflection, but begins to panic as it
nor phs into each of the black people he encountered...he
begins to weep. The mirrors di sappear and Jacob stands al one
on the edge of a bridge. He | ooks over the edge and sees a
dark hole; terror strikes his heart and causes himto fall.
The darkness wel comes him H's mnd goes blank. Jacob free
falls through his subconscious, but fromthe surface he hears
voi ces, famliar voices. H s mnd reawakens, and he shoots
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strai ght through the darkness towards a dimlight. The voices
cut through his subconsci ous as he nakes his way to the
surface. H's senses cone alive, he feels the cool floor under
his skin, he snells the stench of his vomt, he hears the

voi ces, he opens his eyes to see his secretary and | saac
standi ng over him Jacob gingerly sits up and | ooks at them

i n shame.

JACOB
What tinme is it?
| SAAC
It's about 2pm Did you sleep here al
ni ght ?
JACOB
Yeah, | was too drunk to go hone. |I'm

sorry you had to find nme |like this.

SECRETARY
Its ok, but I don't think you are. |
cl eared your schedule for today, and |
call ed your wife.

JACOB( ALARVED)
| wish you hadn't. How | ong ago did
you call her?

SECRETARY
Twenty, thirty m nutes ago. She was
going to drop your daughter off at her
sister's first.

Jacob stands up and gets his bal ance.

JACOB
Ok, call her back and tell her I've
already left. Get ne a Uber, and cal
the restaurant and tell themI'mon ny
way to pick up ny car.

She nods and | eaves out. |saac hel ps himout of his bathroom
and over to his couch.

| SAAC
Jake, you're falling apart man. Wat's
going on with you?

JACOB
I"'mfine...l just need to get ny car
and find sonewhere to shower and
change.

| SAAC( CONFUSED)

What's wong with your house?

( CONTI NUED)



34.

CONTI NUED

JACOB
| can't go back there. | can't dea
with Leah and the baby right now.

| SAAC
Wy not ?

JACOB( ANNOYED)
| just can't. | need to get ny car,
and...l"lIl go to ny gymand shower. If
nmy wife calls tell her I'min a
meet i ng.

| SAAC
So you're going to hang out at your
gym al |l day?

JACOB
Maybe | onger, | just need sone tine to

sort things out.

| SAAC( WORRI ED)
You need hel p, Jake. .. Professional
hel p. I don't know what's happeni ng
with you, but it's not good, and you're
starting to self-destruct...| don't
get it, you were great just a couple
days ago, what's changed...was it your
birthday, are you stressed about
turning thirty? That's nornal

JACOB( THI NKS)
You know what, yeah...that's
it...everything changed on ny
bi rt hday. This nmust be sone sort of
early mdlife crisis.

| SAAC
There you go. Acceptance is the first
step. Way don't you set an appoi nt nent
wi th the conmpany shrink, work this out
so that you can get back to nornal
You're better than this.

JACOB
You're right. 1'Il nake an appoi nt nent
at the gym

| SAAC

What about Leah and Mrgan?

JACOB
['I]l meet with the shrink first.
Thanks | saac.

Hi s secretary interrupts themto | et Jacob know his Uber was
wai ting. Jacob gets off the couch, grabs his wallet, and
| eaves. Isaac follows himout of his office, and to the back
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door. He watches as Jacob gets into the Uber and rides off.
Jacob goes to the Restaurant, picks up his car,showers at the
gym nekes his appointnent with the shrink, and then calls
the client that stood him up.

| NT. MANSI ON- AFTERNCON

An ol der white man sits at his gigantic desk,listening to
Jacob go off about their mssed neeting. Jacob finishes his
tirade and allows the man to respond.

OLDER VH TE MAN
Jacob, you have every reason to be
upset, and I'msorry for the
i nconveni ence, but | was under the
i npression that you were on board with
t he changes.

JACOB(O. S)
What changes?

OLDER WHI TE MAN
Colin said you were ill, and that he
woul d be taking over your clients. He
and | nmet a couple hours earlier than
our original tine.

| NT. GYM AFTERNOON

Jacob sits on a stool at the snack bar, fum ng over the
i nformati on he was receiving.

JACOB( STARTI NG TO YELL)

| had a slight mgraine!! | wasn't
ill...that son of a bitch...No! He's
not taking over ny clients; | want to

make that clear. So where do we stand?

OLDER VWH TE MAN ( Q. S)
Wel | Jacob, I'mnot sure. | think
you're a better broker than Colin, but
| don't know if | can trust you.

JACOB
What do you nean?

OLDER VH TE MAN
|"ve heard reports that you got so
drunk at the restaurant |ast night
t hat the barkeep had to take your car
keys and throw you out, you showed up
to work hung over, your secretary
found in you in a pool of your own
vomt. That doesn't sound very

( MORE)
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OLDER WHI TE MAN ( CONT' D)
trustwort hy.

JACOB( OUTRAGED)
Where did you hear that?

OLDER VH TE MAN
Doesn't matter. | think 1"mgoing to
have to go with Colin, for now
What ever's' going on with you, dea
with it. Prove yourself to be
trustworthy and I may reconsider.
Goodbye Jacob, and good | uck.

JACOB( Bl TTER)
Yeah.

Jacob slanms his phone on the counter in frustration.He thinks
about calling the office and cussing Colin out, but decides
to call the rest of his clients and try to sal vage his inage
with them

A few hours later, Jacob sits in the | ocker room defeated and
alone, with only three clients to his name. He nanages to
pul I hinself together and | eave for his neeting wth the

shri nk.

I NT. SHRI NK OFFI CE- LATE AFTERNOON

Jacob sits across fromthe shrink waiting for his response,
hopi ng he didn't come off as crazy as he felt.

JACOB
Am | crazy?

SHRI NK
| don't think so. However,you do have
a fewissues | would like to address,
starting with your refusal to contact
your wife.

JACOB ( SQUI NTS)
Can we address sonething el se...
don't want to deal with that right

Nnow.
SHRI NK
Ok, but you do realize that eventually
we w il have deal with it?
JACOB

Yes. Wiat else is there?

SHRI NK( LOOKS AT HI' S NOTES)
Wiy do you believe you' re having a
premature mdlife crisis?
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JACOB
| just turned thirty a couple of days
ago, and before then ny life was
great...normal .

SHRI NK
To be clear, you believe that the
m grai ne, the drunken ranpage, and the
repul si on of your wife and
daught er, suddenl y happen because you
turned thirty? You're drunk right now,
aren't you?

JACOB
No...l had a couple of beers, but I'm
sober, well I'mnot drunk. And yes |

do believe that psychologically I've
snapped. | think it stens fromny

chil dhood, ny parents were so
controlling and overbearing, |'ve done
what ever they said do, and now | can
hardly face nyself anynore or this
life they've created for ne. | feel
trapped and confused.

SHRI NK
X, so what do you hope to acconplish
by com ng here?

JACOB
| want to know how to deal with ny
i ssues, wi thout the m graines, drunken
bl ackouts and the abandonnent of ny
wi f e and daughter. So hel p nme out.

SHRI NK
k. But you should see this as you
hel pi ng yourself. I'mjust here to

navi gate you in the right direction, by
asking the questions you're afraid to
ask yoursel f.

JACOB
Li ke what ?

SHRI NK
For starters, have you ever confronted
your parents?

JACOB
No.

SHRI NK
That's the first thing you need to do,
since you've identified that as the
genesi s of your troubles. And once you
( MORE)
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SHRI NK ( CONT' D)
di scover the answer, then we'll work
on getting you to the place where you
can confront them and perhaps bring
themin for a few sessions.

JACOB( FRUSTRATED)
Geez...really?

SHRI NK
What's wrong?

JACOB
None of that is necessary. (Pauses)
Honestly, | just want you to prescribe
me sonething to nake this go away, so
that | can be normal again.

SHRI NK( SHAKES HI S HEAD)
A quick fix. And what kind of drug do
you think would make all of this go
away.

JACOB
| don't know, you're the doc. | guess
sone anti-depressants, Vicodin for the
m grai nes, and whatever w ||l nmake ne
want go back home to ny famly.

SHRI NK( CHUCKLES)

Ok, you got it. I'Il give you your
drugs, with one condition. You can't
cone back.

JACOB

That's fine, let's have it.

The shrink wites the prescriptions and hands themto Jacob.
He snatches it out of his hand and bolts for the door, but
before he could reach for the knob, the shrink stops him

SHRI NK
Wait, | want you to have sonething

He reaches into his desk drawer and grabs an enpty journal,
and waves at Jacob.

SHRI NK( CONT" D)
Take this. | want you to docunent al
of your thoughts feelings, actions,
experi ences, etc.

JACOB
Wy ?

SHRI NK

Because you're going to need it...to
keep track of yourself.
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JACOB
Fi ne.

SHRI NK
Have a good life.

Jacob wal ks back over to the shrink, grabs the journal, and
qui ckly | eaves.

I NT. JACOB' S BASEMENT- LATE N GHT

Havi ng successfully avoided his wfe and daughter, Jacob sits
on his cot, in his basenent, journaling.

JACOB( V. O
Entry One: | don't know what to
say...|l hate this! | WANT CONTROL OF
MY LI FE!

Jacob slanms his journal shut, |lies down, and stares at the
ceiling. Fromout of nowhere, or maybe from deep within
hi msel f, the voice returns in a whisper.

VA CE
| MPCSTOR!

Jacob freezes. He hears it, nore like feels it again.

VA CE
| MPOSTOR! !

He begins to weep bitterly and whi spers back.

JACOB
Who are you?

As if it came fromhis own soul, the voice responds.

VA CE
Who are you?

Jacob takes a couple of pills, pulls the covers over his
face, and whi spers back.

JACOB
| don't know.

I NT. JACOB'S HOVE- EARLY MORNI NG

Jacob |l eaves a note for his wife on the kitchen table, grabs
his small suitcase and | eaves out

EXT. LOCAL PARK- MORNI NG

Jacob sits on a bench with no nenory of how he got there. He
clutches his journal tightly, guarding it froman unseen
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adversary.As he sits there, he begins to see the world around
himdifferently. Wth great caution he opens his journal and
starts another entry.

JACOB( V. O
Entry two: | left home; | just can't
stand to be there right now | called
| saac and gave himthe rest of ny
clients...told himl| was taking a
coupl e of weeks off. | feel
conflicted, part of ne feels free, the
other feels lost.... I"'mnot really
sure what to do with ny tinme, now that
|"ve alienated nyself fromall | know.
The idea that | don't know nyself is
terrifying, doesn't help that | have a
voice inside nmy head telling me I'man
| MPOSTOR, anong ot her things. Wiat if
| am..an | MPOSTOR? How can
reconcile that? This park rem nds ne
of ny childhood... to be a child
again. Their lives are so sinple,

they're conpletely free...|l was never
free. | don't know why | canme to this
park, and | don't know where |'m going
next. | guess life is an open road

when you don't know who you are.
cry...alot. It feels |like sonething
inside of me is dying or trying to

l[ive....l can't tell. I'"'mstill trying
to understand why this is happening to
me, I'mstill angry and wish that this

woul d just go away.

Jacob cl oses his journal and for a nonent takes it all
in....his surroundi ngs, enotions, fears. In that nonent he
accepts them for what they were and acknow edges their place
in his life.

EXT. NEI GHBORHOCOD- LATE MORNI NG

Jacob | eaves the park and wal ks through the surroundi ng

nei ghbor hood, searching for inspiration. He passes a row of

wi ndows on the side of a building and is horrified by his
reflection. He stops abruptly and cl oses his eyes tightly.
When he opens them he sees a black facel ess man staring back
at him notioning for himto conme into the gallery. Jacob
takes a few deep breaths and goes in.

| NT. ART GALLERY- AFTERNOON
Jacob is greeted by the black man.
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BLACK MAN
Hel l o! | saw you staring at the
di splay...would you like a closer
| ook?
JACOB
Uh, sure.

The bl ack nman | eads Jacob to the display.
BLACK MAN
Very good, it's ny favorite piece, al
the way from Africa

Jacob noves in for a closer |ook.

JACOB
What is it?
BLACK MAN
What do you see... it's up to the

viewer to determine what it is. Wat
it nmeans to them it's subjective.

JACOB( STARI NG AT IT)
| suppose you're right. So,what is it
to you? If you don't mnd ny asking?

BLACK NAN
Not at all. To be honest it changes
every time | look at it. The first
time | really gave it ny full
attention, | saw a young boy hol di ng

an eagle. Today | see a woman
sacrificing a baby, with such
desperation and fear. It's quite
i ntense. What do you see?

JACOB
| see a man bei ng gobbl ed up by the
wor |l d he created.

BLACK MAN
Ahhh! That's the beauty of this piece.
W see what we want to see, what we
need to see, and sonetimes who we are.

JACOB
Why do you think that is?

BLACK NMAN
" mnot sure. Abstract art speaks to
the soul. I'm always amazed by its

power to nmake sense of things.

He | ooks at Jacob.
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BLACK MAN
Are you the man gobbl ed up by the
worl d he's created?

JACOB
Maybe....Yes. | have the perfect |ife;
nost people would envy, but | know
that it's alie. Not just alie, like
it's not mne and now |I' m payi ng for
it. The sad part is | didn't even
create it. What if ny life isn't mne,
what if | am an inpostor?

BLACK NMAN
Who says you're an inpostor?

JACOB( SHAKES HI S HEAD)
"' mnot crazy, but sonetimes | hear
this voice. More like feel it rip
t hrough ny body...l first heard it
when | was seventeen, but hadn't heard
it for twelve years, until a few days
ago...it called ne a liar, thief, and
nmost recently an inpostor.... and |I've
just shared too nmuch with a conpl ete
stranger...sorry about that.

BLACK MAN ( SM LES)
No...No...no, you've just bared your
soul to ne...we're no | onger
strangers..... you' re not an i npostor.
Everyone is searching for their true
sel ves. Mbst people spend their |ives
lying to thensel ves, saving their sou
bearing for the infanous "death bed
conf essi ons".

JACOB
It's not crazy to hear voices?

Jacob | ooks away, enbarrassed.

BLACK MAN
As bout as crazy as staring at a piece
of art, waiting for it to nmake sense
of it all.

JACOB( CHUCKLES)
| think I'"'mlosing ny m nd.

BLACK NMAN
So, what if you are...what are you
going to do about it?

Anot her custoner enters the Gallery and the Bl ack nan excuses

hi nsel f.

Jacob stares at the display a little while
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| onger,examning it inits entirety. Finally, he | eaves. He
wal ks back to where he left his car at the park, he gets in
and just sits there organizing his thoughts. He opens his
journal and jots down a few thoughts

JACOB(V. O
Entry three: The idea that | could be
| osing ny mi nd doesn't bother ne as
much anynore. | don't want to be
crazy, but at least I'maware of it. |
just nmet a nan who upon neeting
hi m made ne feel inportant...val ued.
|"ve never felt nore confortable with
a stranger...or anyone for that

matter. | have to admt now...the
drugs are not hel ping, which neans |I'm
al one. Not hi ng has gone away. | need

to go sonewhere, maybe back hone, find
ny old friends, and go back to the

pl ace where | the voice. Wat wll
find....nore like whomw Il | find?

Jacob puts his journal away, starts his car, and backs out of
his parking spot. Suddenly a little black boy appears in his
rear view mrror and he slanms on the brakes. The little boy

| ooks at himterrified, then runs off towards the park. Jacob
wat ches the kid join his friends on the playground, and just
stares at him Hi s heart begins to sink as he starts to
remenber the young man that he fal sely accused so nmany years
ago.He pulls off slowy and drives ainmlessly around the

nei ghbor hood, passing the art gallery as he went. He finally
pulls into the parking lot of a HOLIDAY INN,gets a room and
settles in for the night. Before he goes to bed, he decides
to look in the mrror and is nunb by what he sees. He accepts
it and prepares to go to sleep. He pops a handful of pills
into his nmouth and swall ows themdry, then tosses hinself onto
the bed, closes his eyes and drifts off.

Jacob' s subconsci ous takes over, and he returns to the art
gallery to see the black man again. As he was approaching the
bui | di ng, he sees the man cl ose up shop and head down the
street, Jacob follows the man to a factory at the edge of
town. Jacob stops and watches the man go in. H's mnd rem nds
himof the factory and he decides to venture in, to find out
what was going on. He enters the factory just in tinme to see
the black man join thousands of others in a dark room

Jacobs' jaw drops in disbelief as he watches the man |ie down
on a chair and plug hinself into a huge screen, just |like the
ot hers. Jacob tiptoes around the perineter of the enornous
room to get a better look. H's blood freezes as he sees the
ol d honel ess man, the innocent young man, the waitress, the
unenpl oyed man, and the little boy all |aying dow, connected
to the sanme nmachi ne. Suddenly the nassive screen conmes to
life, and the eyes of each person open in unison. Jacob

wat ches intently as the screen begins projecting various

i mges, some hunorous, sone thought provoking, and sone

di sturbi ng. The nasses di gest each inage as it flows across
the screen, nunb to its effect.
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Just as suddenly as it started, the inmages stop and the
screen goes dead. As one, they all rise, disconnect

t hensel ves fromthe screen and march out single file. Jacob
waits for the roomto enpty, then sits in one of the chairs,
connect hinself to the machine, and waits for the screen to
respond. Not hi ng happens. He gets up to | eave, but finds

hi msel f back at the convenient store, standing next to the
ol d honel ess man. He watches hel pl essly as the nan i s beaten
to death...the voice whispers...Mirderer. In that nonent
Jacob sees the mans' face clearly. He begins to weep. He
reaches out to touch himbut is snatched back to the bar
where the young man pl eads his innocence to the police. The
voi ce whispers...Liar. Jacob sobs uncontrollably and sees the
desperation in the young man's face. He tries to speak, but,
is swept back to the bistro where the young waitress stood
crying. Jacob | ooks at her sad face and reaches in his pocket
and pulls out a twenty-dollar bill....the voice

whi spers...Thief. As he tries to hand it to her, he is yanked
back to the parking | ot where the young business nan sat in
his car trying to figure things out. Jacob | ooks at him and
sees not only his eyes, but his entire face...the voice

whi spers. ..l nmpostor. Jacob crunbl es and weeps openly. The

voi ce caresses his mnd...Liar, Thief, Mirderer, |npostor.
Jacob | ooks up at the young man again, but realizes he was
back in the factory still connected to the nachine.

The screen flashes on, gluing Jacob to the chair.The inmages
flood his entire being, forcing himto ingest everything it
of fered. Jacob lies in horror as the images tell himthings
about hinmself, mnd shattering things. The screen goes bl ank,
interrupting the images. A mirror appears, and forces Jacob
to face hinself. He closes his eyes, but they pop back open.
He | ooks at hinself in the mrror and screans.

| NT. HOTEL ROOM- EARLY MORNI NG

Jacob snaps back to reality. He | eaps off the bed and runs
into the bathroomto look in the mrror and begins attacking
the image staring back at him He finally grows tired and

wal ks back to the bed, grabs his journal fromthe nightstand,
and starts another entry.

JACOB(V. O
Entry four: | feel sick! | just had
the worst dream M mind has betrayed
me, and | feel like dying. | think ny
past in catching up to nme, chasing ne
down. |'mscared...no TERRIFIED ! |
feel helpless. | feel different. |
need a drink.

Jacob reaches over the bed, grabs his bottle of vodka, and
chugs away. He then grabs his bottle of anti-depressants and
takes a handful, washing them down with the booze. He | eans
back against the bed and allows the chem cals to take over.
The voice returns.
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VA CE
D e
JACOB
I am Just give it a minute to Kick
in.
VA CE
It's not enough. More.
JACOB
How nmuch?
VA CE
All
JACOB
All

Jacob dunps the rest of his pills into his hands but sets
t hem down on the nightstand and grabs his journal to wite
his last entry.

JACOB(V. O
Entry five: I'mkilling nyself...it's
for the best. I'msorry to nmy famly

and friends, and to whoever finds ny
body. I ama Liar, Thief, Mirderer,
and worst of all an Inpostor. To al
who may ask why...It's sinple, |

| ooked in the mrror, and hated what |
saw. Forgive ne.

Jacob scoops the pills up and swall ows them..then chases
themwi th the rest of the vodka. Everything goes bl ack

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM TWO WEEKS LATER

Jacob |l ays in bed unconscious, while Leah sits next to him

reading a novel. A nurse cones in to check his vitals, then
| eaves. A few hours later, Jacob's parents relieve Leah so

that she could take care of Morgan. H s nom stands over him
| ooki ng down at himin disappoi nt nent

MOM
How coul d you be so selfish and
stupi d? Way are you destroying? This
wonderful life we've given you?

Hi s father joins her.

DAD
Jacob. .. Al cohol , anti - depressant s? How
did this happen? W were so careful.
This is not part of the plan son. You
need to wake up and explain this to
us....hel p us understand.

( CONTI NUED)



46.
CONTI NUED:

Jacobs' eyes begin to flutter, and his nother rushes to get a
doctor. The doctor checks his vitals as he regains

consci ousness. Jacob | ooks around the roomin stark confusion,
trying to figure out who everyone was, and what he was doi ng
in the hospital. The doctor asks hima few basic questions
and runs a few tests, and soon realizes that Jacob had
amesi a. He waits until Leah returns to tell everyone the
news. They all gather outside of Jacob's hospital room
listening to the doctors' diagnosis.

THE DOCTOR
Jacob has what we call Retrograde
Amesia. It's nore than |ikely
tenporary caused by the head trauma he
suffered after he blacked out. He
doesn't renenber his nane, or who he
is, or how he got here. He has no
menory of any of you or anyone...thing
fromhis past. He's had frequent
vom ting since regaining consci ousness
and is still on suicide watch.

LEAH
VWhat can we do?

THE DOCTOR (Sl GHS)
He needs to stay here for a few nore
days. Then he needs his life back. So
| woul d suggest filling the house with
phot os, show ng hi m hone videos, birth
certificates, wedding |license,
what ever will help himrenenber. Like
| said it's probably tenporary, so ease
himinto it.

MOM
So since its tenporary, when can we
expect himto renenber?

THE DOCTOR
Any day. He could remenber right
now. ...we just don't know.
DAD
What's the | ongest sonmething like this
| ast ed?
THE DOCTOR
Years...in sonme of the cases |'ve

seen. The inportant thing is to be
there for him No stress no
pressure...no questions about the
suicide attenpt. \Wen he's ready,
he' Il renenber.

MOM
Coul d he be faking?
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THE DOCTOR (SM LE)
Yes that's possible, but I don't think
so in his case. H's cat scan showed
head trauma conducive with this
condition. Just be patient with him
You have any nore questions?

LEAH
Does he know yet?

THE DOCTOR
Yes. You can see him before we send
hi mup for his Psych Eval uation. And
in three days you can take hi m hone.

LEAH
Good. Thank you so nuch, Doct or

THE DOCTOR
You' re wel cone and good | uck.

The doctor |eaves them Leah asks her in-laws to give her a
few m nutes alone with Jacob. She enters his roomto find him
sitting up watching T.V. She cautiously approaches him

LEAH( SVEETLY)
Hi

He | ooks at her.

JACOB
H. Do | know you?

L EAH( NODS)
You narried ne.

JACOB( STARES)
Ch, you don't seemlike ny type.

L EAH( UNCOVFORTABLE)
How do you feel ?

JACOB
Hel pl ess, confused. | need to know who
| am

LEAH( GENTLY GRABS HI S HAND)
You' re Jacob, ny husband. You have a
daught er naned Morgan. Your parents
are right outside that door waiting to
see you. You're a part owner of a
financial firm You went to BROM and

HARVARD.

JACOB
That's not so bad, what kind of person
am | ?
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LEAH
What do you nean?

JACOB
Am | nice, kind, athief or aliar?
I|"'mI| a good person, or do people hate
ne?

LEAH( KI SSES H S HAND)
You're a great person! Nobody hates

you.
JACOB
So what happened to ne, how did | get
her e?
LEAH( PANI CS)
| think you should get some rest.
JACOB
It's that bad
LEAH
"Il let your parents know you're

resting.

She qui ckly kisses himon the forehead and | eaves. After she

| eaves Jacob decides to take a nap before his evaluation. A
few mnutes into his nap, Jacob is awakened by a tap on his
shoul der. He | ooks up to see an ol der black woman clutching a
book. He sits up and | ooks at her intently.

JACOB
H, do | know you?

OLDER BLACK WOMVAN
| found you.

JACOB
You found ne? \Were?

OLDER BLACK WOVAN
In the hotel room where you died.

JACOB
| di ed? What are you tal ki ng about ?

OLDER BLACK WOMVAN
| work at the hotel, where you O D
ed. You were dead when | got there,
did CPR, and called 911

JACOB
| overdosed...on what?
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OLDER BLACK WOVAN
Vodka and anti-depressants...| think.

JACOB
And you saved ne?

OLDER BLACK WOVAN
Yes, but that is not why I'mhere. The
police took all of your things, but I
found this when | cleaned the room

She shows himthe book.

JACOB
VWhat is it?

CLDER BLACK WOVAN
Fromthe | ooks of it, a journal..
didn't read it.

JACOB
And you're sure it's mne.

OLDER BLACK WOMVAN
|"m positive. It has your nane on it.

JACOB
Let ne see.

She hands himthe journal and turns to | eave.

JACOB
Wait. What's your nane?

OLDER BLACK WOVAN

It doesn't matter...| have to go.
JACOB

It does to ne...You saved ny life.

Pl ease.

Wthout turning to face him she hesitantly gives him her
narne.

OLDER BLACK WOVAN
Rebecca.

JACOB
Rebecca, thank youl!

REBECCA
You're wel cone. Take care...Jacob.

She wal ks out the room and out of his life. Jacob ponders
over his conversation with Rebecca, and the revel ation that
he tried to kill himself. He | ooks down at the journal in his
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hands, hoping it held the answers to who he was and how he
got there. He opens to the first entry, but is interrupted by
a team of nurses, comng to transport himto his psych

eval uation. He closes the book, slides it under his pillow
and prepares to | eave.

A few hours |ater he returns fromhis eval uation, and
instinctively reaches for his journal to wite about it. He
turns to the next blank page and starts another entry. He
turns to the previous page to seethe entry nunber, and then
begi ns.

JACOB(V. O
Entry six: | woke up last night with
no menory of who | was, just a few
hours ago | learned that ny nane is
Jacob, | have a famly, a conpany and
| tried to kill nyself. Leah...ny
wife, lied to ne. She said | was a
good person, that everyone |oved
me...if that were true, why was
found dead by a conplete stranger, in
a hotel roommles from home? Woever
| was...l was not good that's for
sure. This journal holds the answers
tony life, but I"'mafraid to | ook. I
fear that |'ve done far worse than

kill myself. | passed ny eval uation
and will be released in a few days. |
still don't renmenber who I am not
conpletely...and so |I'mdeciding right
now... never to. I'mgiving nyself a
fresh start, I'"mdone with the old

Jacob...he died in that hotel room
This Jacob is going to
be...different...new. Ah shit! The
only problemw th that is, how can

be new when | don't know the old nme? |
could easily repeat all ny m stakes
and end up trying to kill nyself
again. It's a catch 22 situation. If |
read the previous entries, I'll be
forced to deal with whatever it says
and can consequently forget ny fresh
start. But if | don't read it, I'Il be
dooned to repeat whatever it was that
| anded ne here in the first place.

A knock on the door interrupts his thoughts. He closes his
journal and slides it back under his pillow. He |ooks up to
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see two white nen poking their heads through the door. He
stares at them w shing he knew who they were. The taller one
steps forward and addresses him

MATT
Hey Jake, how you feeling?lt's Matt...

The other one joins him

| SAAC
And | saac. W're your business
partners. W heard what happened to
you. . ..

MATT
...\ couldn't believe it when Leah
told us you were attacked and left for
dead in sone hotel room

J ACOB( CONFUSED)
VWhat ?

MATT
Uh sorry, we know you have no nenory
of what happened. It's probably too
difficult to think about right now

| SAAC
How are they treating you in here?
JACOB
Fine. How | ong have I known you two?
| SAAC
W nmet at BROMWN, freshman year.
MATT
HARVARD school of Business, second
year .
JACOB

Are we friends?

MATT
O course, that's why we decided to go
i nt o busi ness together.

JACOB
VWhat ki nd of business do we own?

| SAAC
Fi nance. .. Money.

JACOB
| "' mthe boss?
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MATT
Yep! W all are.
| SAAC( SM RKS)
Yeah. ..though Colin thinks he's the
top boss.
JACOB
Col i n?
MATT
Qur other partner...there's four of
us.
JACOB

Are we successful ?

| SAAC
Quite...thanks in large part to you.

JACOB( SURPRI SED)

Me?
MATT
Last nonth you brought in close to a
billion dollars fromone client.
JACOB

WOW That's great! Wat's the
commi ssion on that?

They all laugh, and for that nonment everything was back to
nor mal .
MATT
There he is.
| SAAC
The comm ssion is crazy. | think you

agreed on 20%

JACOB ( OVERVWHELMED)
"' m Ri ch!

MATT
Actual ly, the conpany gets the 20%
and you get .5% of that.

JACOB( SLI GHTLY DI SAPPQO NTED)
lt's still a lot. So,where's Colin?

| saac and Matt | ook at each ot her.
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| SAAC
He's away on busi ness.

JACOB
He and | aren't friends are we?

MATT
Honestly Colin's not nmuch of a friend
to anyone. He changed once we becane
conpetitive; he's let the power get to
hi m

| SAAC
| think that he may conme around after
this. Leah said that you need to junp
right back into your life,and so we
brought you sone of your clients’
files to | ook over. Hopefully it wll
hel p get you back to making big bucks
for us.

Matt | ooks up at the clock, and nudges |saac.

MATT
W need to get back to work.

JACOB
Yeah...so do | apparently.

| saac hands the client files to Jacob as they say their
goodbyes. Jacob waits a few seconds after they were gone to
pull out his journal. He opens it to another blank page and
qui ckly scribbl es another entry.

JACOB(V. O
Entry seven: | ambeing lied to...and
| like it. This lie is far better than
the truth that | know awaits nme in
t hese pages. | have nmade ny
decision...A fresh start, a new Jacob.
| wll just have to be nore carefu
this tine.

Jacob places his journal under his pillow and, goes back to
sl eep.

NEXT DAY: | NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM

Jacob's parents sit on either side of his bed, questioning his
amesi a.

MOM ( GRI NS)
Jacob son, do you know us?

JACOB

No, but Leah showed ne photos of you,
so | know that you are ny folks
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DAD
DO you renenber our plan for you?
JACOB
Sorry, nol don't...| guessing this is
not it?
MOM
Not at all. W know we can't pressure
you, but...
DAD
... W just need to nmake sense of al
of this.
JACOB
| wsh | could, I"'mnot sure what to

say, but I wll nake sure this never
happens agai n! How does that sound?

MOM
Wonder ful! Jacob we want you to
remenber that you are the best there
ever was and wll ever be. Yes?

JACOB( STRANGELY)
Ok

H s parents | ook at himand then at each other, and decide it
was tine to go.

DAD
We're going to hold you to your
prom se to nmake sure this never
happens again...renenber the plan son.

JACOB
Yes sir, good bye

MOM
Good bye

A few days |l ater, Jacob is released, and his life goes back
to normal.

I NT. JACOB' S BASEMENT- EARLY EVENI NG (A MONTH LATER)

Jacob goes through his things, |ooking for his tools to do
sonme repairs around the house. He digs around the basenent
for a while,and finally finds it on the shelf, along with a
box full of letters he had |long forgotten. He sets the tool
box on the floor and cautiously strokes the letters. He picks
one up and begins to read it.

FLASH BACK
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JACOB SITTING IN H'S DORM ROOM VWRI TI NG THE LETTER

JACOB(V. O
Septenber 15th: | hate ny life...|
hate nmy parents...no no no, | don't
hate them..yes | do, |I'm scared of
themtoo. | hate Leah, yeah...| hate
her, but it doesn't matter, | don't
matter. I'ma slave to their plans.
The funny thing is | have no idea what
| would do if | were free. | should
t hi nk about it, yes...because one day
| will be free. I net a guy naned
Ben. .. he seens stupid...| think I hate
himtoo. |Isaac doesn't trust him What
if I leave...just pack ny bags and go,
what woul d happen to their perfect
plan then. I'ma pawn, they use ne,
and | let them..l hate ny life.

He grabs another one and begins to read it.

FLASH BACK
Jacob sitting in his bedroomwiting the letter.

JACOB(V. O
Decenber 22: | hate nmy life...l hate
Christmas...all of it. Leah expects ne
to ask her out, not sure how nuch
| onger | can hold out. | do hate
Ben...he's an noron. | received a
postcard from Dyl an... he's touring al
over the world...he's happy. AJ will
be over tonorrow...the Marine Corp is
treating himwell, he's getting a job
overseas...he too is happy, |'mglad
t hey've forgiven ne. What it nust fee
like to live your dreans...| wouldn't
know. | have given it sone thought
t hough, and | still don't know what |
woul d do. Maybe | was born to be a
slave...to have ny future decided for
me. I'monly as good as the master
that owns ne, well Masters....| hate

my life.

He grabs anot her one.

FLASH BACK:
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Jacob sitting under a tree witing the letter.

JACOB( V. O
May 28th: | hate ny life...l hate
coll ege. Leah is evil, at least that's
what Ben thinks. | finally asked her
out, via ny nother. | was thinking

recently...the only way for a slave to
be free is for himto kill

hinmself...if he tries to run, he wll
be caught,rebel and he will be broken,
die and he will be free. | think

will kill nyself tonmorrow after
classes. | wish ny parents were here
to wwtness it...l should record it, so
that they can see it. | heard the

voi ce again today. It cones and goes
like the wind, but | feel it in nme. It
keeps calling ne a Liar, Thief,

| mpostor, and Murderer. | agree. |I'm
going to kill nyself tonight...l hate
my life.

He snatches up anot her one, hungry for nore.

Jacob sits in a hospital bed witing the letter.

JACOB( V. O
June 4th: | awoke in the hospital with
no nenory of who I am They say ny
nane is Jacob and that | tried to kill
mysel f. Sonme girl, claimng to be ny
girlfriend, tells nme she won't tell ny

parents. | wonder why not. | had two
coll ege friends stop by today...Ben
and | saac, they seemcool...well not

Ben. | wonder why | tried to kil
nyself, could ny life have been so
bad? | guess that question answers its

self... who tries to kill themself if
their life is going well. Wiy am |
still here? | should be dead, who
saved me? | 'ma failure...l can't even
successfully kill nyself. | don't want

to leave this hospital, the only thing
waiting for me outside of this roomis
a failed suicide and the sorry life
was desperate to escape...| hate ny
life.

56.

FLASH BACK

Jacobs slithers to the floor and begins to sob. He | ooks at
the hundreds of letters that laid there unread. Hi s nenory

returns like a bullet to the brain,
it,

al |

of

forcing himto deal with
everything he ever buried fromthe past twelve
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years. Jacob junps up and runs upstairs

Leah sits at the kitchen table going over a few briefs. She
wat ches in disbelief as her husband bolts formthe basenent,
tears through the house, and flies out the front door. She

i mredi ately runs down to the basenment and sees the letters
she hoped he'd never find. She picks one up and reads it.

FLASH BACK
Jacob sitting in a classroomwiting the letter.

JACOB(V. O
January 25th: This is ny first
letter...| hate ny life. It's week two
of nmy pre-college program and | hate
it. 1'"ve decided to keep track of ny
life, by witing nyself letters.
hope that one day I'll | ook back on
t hem and nmake sense of it. Leah is
annoying...l hate her. | hate ny
nmot her for forcing her on ne. The
voice is a constant...|'ve gotten used
toit, like a conmpanion. | think
like it...it"'s the only voice that
tells nme the truth...LIAR |I'MA LIAR
That's the truth it speaks, and |
believe it. | did sonething horrible,
or as Dylan put it...unforgivable. |
will pay for ny sins one day. | was
desperate...nmaybe | will be forgiven
Leah is just |ike ny nom She's
conni ving and sneaky, she thinks I

don't notice. I'll marry her of

course, because | have to. And I'l
hate her every day of ny life...l hate
ny life.

Leah drops the letter, and slowy nmakes her way back
upstairs. She falls weakly onto their couch and stares off
i nt o not hi ngness. She thinks about all that she had been

t hrough and si ghs

LEAH
Here we go agai n.

| NT. JACOB' S BASEMENT- EVEN NG
After wal king the streets for a few hours Jacob returns hone,
finding the house enpty, he returns to the basenment. He pl ops

down on his cot, grabs his bottle of vodka, chugs it, trying
desperately to hold his enbtions at bay. The voice returns.
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VA CE
Li ar
JACOB( UNFAZED)
So
VA CE
Thi ef
JACOB( DRUNK)
| s that the best you got?
VA CE
Mur der er
JACOB( NUVB)

VWhat el se?

VA CE
| mpost or

Jacob; stunned, concedes and throws his body across the cot.
The voice continues the taunts.

VO CE( CONT' D)

| npostor... Liar... Thief...Mrderer
JACOB( WEAKLY)
Stop it.
VO CE
| mpostor...Liar...Thief...Mrderer
JACOB
Pl ease stop it, I'"mnot an inpostor.
VA CE
STOP LYING ! | MPOSTOR
JACOB
If I'"'man Inpostor, then who aml
really?
VA CE
Me
JACOB

Who are you?

VA CE
Who are you?

Frustration and anger erupt from Jacob instantaneously.

JACOB
| HATE YOU!
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VA CE
YOU HATE YOURSELF

JACOB
SHUT  UUUUUUUUPPPP!

Jacob blindly takes a swing at the invisible voice and is
shocked as his hand nmakes contact with human flesh. He blinks
away his tears to see his wife on the floor holding her face
in stunned disbelief. For a nonment Jacob just stares at her.
Finally, he regains his grip on reality and rushes to her

ai d.

JACOB
Leah, oh god...are you ok?

LEAH( I N SHOCK)
You just sl apped ne.

JACOB
No...no...no...no...no....| didn't
mean it.
Leah; still holding her face, gets off the floor and
di stances herself from her husband.
LEAH
You reek of alcohol...what's happened
to you?
JACOB
| didn't nmean it...l'msorry....

didn't nmean it.

LEAH ( TEARY EYED)
Di nner' s ready.

JACOB
Leah, babe...l"'msorry. I'mnot nyself
ri ght now.

LEAH( HURT)
| can see that. You need to sober up,
| don't want you drunk in front of our
daughter....... you hit me...should I
expect that to continue?

JACOB
NO It will never happen again. You
didn't deserve that.

Leah starts heading up the stairs.

LEAH
You do hate nme, don't you?

JACOB
Uh?
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LEAH
Before you hit ne, you screanmed in ny
face..."l HATE YQU'.
JACOB( SI CKENED)
Ch god... | wasn't...| didn't...
don't...

He breaks down, and crashes to his cot.

JACOB
Babe...l'"mlosing ny mind,|'mhearing
t hi ngs and seeing nothing..... " m

scar ed.

Leah | ooks at Jacob and is overcone with synpathy and | ove
for him Keeping her distance, she reaches out to him

LEAH( TI RED)
| s that why you were gone for so | ong?

JACOB
Yes, but it's nore than that...

LEAH
Talk to ne.

J ACOB( DESPERATE)
| don't know how! | got to figure this
out on my own, Leah I"'msorry | hurt
you...l'msorry for everything! You
shoul d take Morgan and | eave. | think
t his has happen before...l found sone
letters, | don't know who | am Pl ease

go!

LEAH
| "' m not goi ng anywhere...you need ne
and 1'mgoing to be here for you.

JACOB( SI CK)
How many tinmes has this happen?

Leah begins to cry.

LEAH
This is the fifth tine.

JACOB( TAKES THE BLOW
VWho all knows about this?

LEAH
Me, |saac and Ben. They hel ped ne
cover it up back in college. Ben
couldn't handle it anynore; |saac
vowed to stick with you. Matt and
Colin have no idea...needl ess to say
Colin doesn't care. Your parents don't

( MORE)
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LEAH ( CONT' D)
know, this was their first encounter.

JACOB
Wiy didn't you tell nme?

LEAH( REGAI NS COMPOSURE)
Because you woul d al ways get better.
You woul d decide to start over...to be
different, and for a while you were.
At first | didn't know why you woul d
lose it, then |I found your
letters...during your third episode. |
tried to hide them but you would just
start witing nore...subconsciously |
think. And the vicious cycle
continued. You would renmenber this
voi ce, and then you would have this
psychol ogi cal breakdown and try to
kill yourself.

JACOB
Wy didn't | die?

LEAH
You cal | ed her Rebecca. You said she
woul d conme to you...she'd save you
Only once did | stop you from doi ng
it. It was right after our weddi ng.
The rest were her.

JACOB( STUNNED)
| don't understand any of this. Wy
did you stay?

LEAH
Because. ..l |ove you. | know you don't
| ove ne...you never did...

JACOB
" msorry

LEAH

It's fine. Your parents forced you
into all of this...and | went al ong
with it. How nuch do you renmenber from
this |ast one?

JACOB
Not sure...after reading those letters
| renmenber the |ast twelve years, but

this last one is still a blur.
assunme it had sonething to do with the
voice. | need to read ny journal.

LEAH

What j ournal ?
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JACOB
Apparently | kept a journal this tine
around. Rebecca brought it to the
hospital for ne.

LEAH
Jacob why do you hear the voice, where
does it cone fronf

JACOB
|"mnot sure... Did | ever tell you
what happened the night of that
ridicul ous going away party ny nom
insisted on throw ng for ne?

LEAH
Yeah, you were nugged.

JACOB
| lied. That night was the first tine
| heard the voice. No, actually I
heard it before then.

Jacob becones unconfortable as his nenory begins to revea
the recent nonths leading up to his |atest suicide attenpt.

LEAH
When?
JACOB
It doesn't matter. | need you to go.
LEAH( DESPERATE)
Wy ?
JACOB
| need to read ny journal...alone. |

need to deal with this al one.

LEAH
| can hel p you.

JACOB
If that were true...we wouldn't be
having this conversation. Leah
sonmething terrible has happen to
me, ' mnot sure what, but | got to
find out howto fix this so that it
never happens again. | promse |'l
fix this for us...you' re a good wonan,
you deserve better

LEAH (SM LES WEAKLY)

Pl ease do...l can't do this anynore.
JACOB

I will..... and for the record, | don't

hat e you
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LEAH
| wish that were true.

Leah heads back upstairs. He waits until the door closed
behi nd her, before grabbing his journal fromunder his pillow
and beginning to read it. He reads it up to the entry before
he killed hinmself, all of the enbtions fromthat night cone
rushi ng back, crippling Jacob to the floor.

QUI CK FLASHBACK

H s menory of that night plays like a novie in his mnd, so
vivid and detailed. He experiences the nightrmare all over
agai n, and weeps in open abandon. He finally understands what
he nust do. And so he prepares to do battle with the voice
once and for all.

JACOB
Who are you?
Not hi ng.
JACOB
| know you're here...l can feel you?
Not hi ng.
JACOB
Pl ease, just tell nme what | need to do
to fix this...I"msorry for

ever yt hi ng!

Jacob waits for what seenms an eternity but receives no
response fromthe voice. He decides to give up and go to
sl eep, in hopes that the voice would neet himthere....it
does.

Jacob awakes the next norning, disturbed and enpty. He grabs
his bottle of booze and downs it with sailor precision. He

decides to go upstairs and see what Leah had cooked up for

hi m

Leah sits at the kitchen table with Mrgan, feeding her and
readi ng the paper, she |ooks up to see Jacob stammering

t hrough the basenment door, half out of his mind. Leah says

nothing to himas he trashes the kitchen |ooking for "grub"
She grabs her daughter and goes upstairs to pack.

Jacob; ignoring his wfe and daughter, finds |eftover

neat| oaf and decides to eat it cold right out of the plastic
container. Before he could finish eating, he blacks out.

EXT. JACOB' S PARENT' S HOUSE- AFTERNOON

Jacob | ays face down in his parents' yard, draw ng the
attention of their nosy neighbors. Finally, his father runs
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out into the yard and drags himin.

| NT. JACOB'S PARENT' S HOUSE- LATE AFTERNOON

Jacob's parents sit at their kitchen table, watching their
son scarf down a | arge pepperoni pizza. H's momwaits

anxi ously, wanting to find out what was going on with him
Hi s dad deci des enough is enough and interrupts the silence.

DAD
Son, why were you passed out in our
yar d?

MOM

How di d you even get here?We didn't
see your car.

Jacob continues to stuff his face, ignoring themin the
pr ocess.

MOM
Jacob, you will answer us.

She snatches the pizza box away fromhimand throw sit in the
trash. Jacob | ooks at her with hurt and pain in his eyes.

DAD
Wiy are you here?

Jacob reaches into his coat pocket and pulls out a letter. He
stares at thembriefly and then begins to read it al oud.

FLASHBACK
Jacob sits in his car witing this letter.

JACOB
July 19: | hate ny life....| graduated
from HARVARD. This will be ny | ast
letter for a while. It's tinme for ne
to grow up...be a man. At least that's
what ny parents keep telling ne...
hate them | wi sh they would just die
or maybe | would just die. | hate them
and their stupid plan..."just |like we
pl anned son"...."oh Jacob |I'm so proud
of you", "we just want the best for
you". | HATE THEM! Now | have to
pretend to be happy, no...no | don't!
| can be as visibly mserable as |
want, and they woul dn't even noti ce.
SLAVE!'! "M NOT THEIR SON...I1'M THEIR
SLAVE. .. THEI R PUPPET! |' m suffocating,
|"mtrapped in a | ovel ess
relationship, living a unhappy
unfulfilled life, and they're proud of

( MORE)
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JACOB (CONT' D)
me. | wonder how proud they woul d be
if I killed nyself right in front of
them Time to be a business
professional..."just |like we planned".
Marry Leah..."just |ike we planned",
sell your soul to us...just like we
pl anned."” Heartless, soulless
devils...l hate them ..l hate nme. The
voice is right...l ama LIAR, THI EF
MURDERER, AND | MPOSTOR; | cone from
the best of them If I'mall these

things, it's because of them | hope
there's a special place in hell for
them ..l hate nmy life.

Jacob lets the letter fall onto the table and waits for their
response. For a nonent they just sit in silence, not sure of
what to say. Finally, his nom speaks.

MOM
How ungrateful can you be?All that we
sacrificed for you, and this is what
you thought of us. W spoiled you.

JACOB ( OQUTRAGED)
You spoiled nme, wow Dad?

DAD
| failed you...should have been
t ougher on you.

JACOB
That' s both di sappoi nting and
di sturbing to hear. 1'mgoing to go

now, you won't ever see nme again.

MOMI
You're not who you think you are, you
are nothing...we made you.

DAD
The truth is your eneny...the lie is
your sal vation

JACOB
No, you are ny eneny and death is ny
sal vati on

Jacob bolts out of the chair and sprints out of the house.
H s parents sit, notionless

EXT. BRI DGE- NI GHT
Jacob sits on the edge of the bridge, sloppy drunk and ready

to junp. He | ooks up to the sky and yells at the voice one
| ast tine but feels conplete enptiness. He junps.
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As he was falling, he hears a strange famliar voice calling
himto wake up. The voice grows |ouder as he free falls
toward the ice-cold water. He hits the water the voice splits
hi s subconsci ous, forcing himto wake up.

COVPLETE DARKNESS
THE VO CE BEG NS TO SPEAK.

VA CE
One cannot renmin asleep forever. Wen
you finally awaken...who wll you see,
who wi Il you be?

| NT. BEDROOM MORNI NG

Jacob (a black teen) opens his eyes to see his nother sitting
next to himon his bed. He | ooks at her, then at his arns and
| egs.

He springs out of the bed and rushes to the bathroom and
stares at hinself in the mrror. He begins to cry and smle
at once.

H's nmother joins himin the bathroom

MOTHER
Jake, what's wrong baby?

JACOB
| had a crazy dream..strange. (Stares
off; in deep thought) I was a white
man afraid of nyself.

H s Mother stares at him patiently waiting for himto
el aborate. Jacob has a seat on the toilet seat and expl ains
hi s dream

JACOB

It was all so strange, it felt so
real. I was not nyself, but | didn't
know who | was, and | was afraid of
the truth. |I...there were tines | was
happy, then the voice and the dreans
and the warehouse, ugh...|l wsh |
could renenber it all, | was ashaned

of the black ne...the real ne.

FLASHBACK

White Jacob staring at hinself in the mrror, is horrified by
his reflection. His reflection is black Jacob.
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JACOB
| was running fromnme while trying to
find me. It's hard to explain, |'mnot

really sure what |'m saying.

MOTHER
Are you ashaned of who you are?

JACOB ( THI NKS)
The Voice called ne an Inpostor...the
white ne. | had horrible parents who
hated...| kept trying to kill nyself!

MOTHER
You didn't answer ny question.

JACOB
Maybe. . . subconsciously | am But aren't
we all to a certain degree?

MOTHER
| suppose we are, you nean bl ack
peopl e?

JACOB
Yeah, we all carry sone type of
shane...| can't believe howreal it

all seened and felt, it was like | was
really there.

He suddenly renenbers another part of his dream

JACOB
YOU were in ny drean!

FLASHBACK

White Jacob sits in his hospital bed, |ooking at Rebecca.
Rebecca turns to | eave.

He | ooks at his nother in awe. Tears begin to flow down his

cheeks.

JACOB ( CONT' D)
REBECCA! | You saved ne...

MOTHER
What ?

JACOB
| kept trying to kill nyself because |
didn't know who I was, | was living a
lie, and | hated ny |ife and you saved
ne.
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They both remain silent for a few seconds, then Jacob stands
up and wal ks over to his nother.

JACOB
What do you think nmy dream neans?

MOTHER
Baby | don't know. ..

JACOB
G ve ne your honest opinion then

MOTHER

It sounds like your dreamis a

nmet aphor for how you see yourself. How
you see blacks in general. | think
your failed suicide attenpts were your
cry for help, your subconscious trying
to awake in you a truth that you don't
know yet, about who you really are.

JACOB
| don't understand what you're sayi ng.

MOTHER
"' msaying that the | onger you sl eep;
nmet aphorically, the harder it wll be
for you to access your consci ousness.

JACOB ( CONFUSED)
Huh?

Rebecca smles and | eaves out of the room

JACOB
| still don't know what you
mean. .. what does it nean.

Jacob heads for the door to follow his nother, but stops cold
in his tracks, he turns around and runs back to the mrror
and sees both he and white Jacob.

The refl ections begin to fight each other inside the mrror,
one fighting for supremacy; the other for his life.

The dueling reflections shatter the mrror, spraying glass
everywhere. Jacob drops to the floor, but slips and hits his
head, | osing consci ousness.

VA CE
JACOB WAKE. . .. UP!'! WAKE UP!

| NT. BLACK JACOB' S HOVE- AFTERNOON

Lyi ng on the couch; black Jacob's eyes shoot open |ike
fireworks. The voice caresses his mnd..
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VA CE
The | onger you sleep...the harder it
is for you to...

Titl e appears: WAKE UP

Deut eronony 28:65-66: ...and anong these nations shalt thou
find no ease, neither shall the sole of they foot have rest:
but the Lord shall give thee there a trenbling heart, and
failing of eyes, and sorrow of mnd...and they |ife shal

hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night,
and shalt have none assurance of they life.

END CREDI TS:



