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FADE | N

I NT. CABIN - M NNESOTA - PREDAWN

SUPER: M NNESOTA W LDERNESS 1831
Barely visible by the fireplace glow are two sl eepi ng fornmns.

Wth a | oud THUMP, a HUGE DOG junps onto the bed. He treads
carefully between the two figures and pushes one with his
nose. A hand cones up to swat himaway. An irritated
femal e voi ce nunbl es.

SLEEPI NG FEMALE
Go away, Blue. [It’s not tine yet.

Undeterred, he taps her with his paw. G oaning, she covers
her head with the blanket. This is a gane he knows

well. He grabs the blanket and pulls it off revealing
SAMANTHA W LKES (60’s), strong willed as a tenpest, but
mellowed with age. A frontier worman who has lived a hard
life and earned every gray hair on her head. Stretching,
she groans with the pains of a body giving in to old age.

Blue licks her face. She swats at him

SAMANTHA
Ckay, okay. Get G deon up.

The dog turns his attention to the other figure. Samantha
slowy, painfully, stands and stunbles to the wood pile,
munbl i ng as she goes.

SAVANTHA
The | east he could do is put sone
wood on the fire before he gets us

up.

She places kindling on the coals and bl ows until they
glow. Pieces of wood are carefully placed on top.

A throaty roar sounds fromthe bed.

SAVANTHA
Gve it up, Gdeon. You know he’ll
W n.
A tall, lanky man stands up. G DEON W LKES (late 60’ s)

stunbles to the table pulling on his pants and shirt as he
goes. A trapper, he’s the rock in the tenpest: patient,
steadfast, and sonetines just as obtuse. He flops on a
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chair and pulls on his boots. Gving Samantha a peck on the
cheek, he lights a |antern and | eaves the cabin foll owed by
Bl ue.

Samant ha puts nore wood on the fire. She fills the

cof feepot with grounds and water. Placing it in a hook to
boil, she flinches with pain and shakes her hand, fl exing
stiff, arthritic joints. As it cooks, she gets breakfast
r eady.

By the growing firelight a rustic log cabin is
revealed. One large roomwith a fireplace and a | oft
overhead. Furniture is sparse, only the absol ute
necessities for a confortable life.

The door opening signals G deon’s return.
G DEON
Darn that Rosie. She al nost kicked
me again. Barely got the pai
awnay.

He puts down a pail of mlKk.

SAMANTHA
She’s young. She’'ll settle down in
time.

G DEON

Look what | found.

G deon presents several blue wildflowers. The smle on her
face is all the gratitude he needs. She takes them As he
turns away, he staggers and clutches his chest. Wth a
grimace, he works his left armand hand. Samantha doesn’t
noti ce.

SAMANTHA
They al ways remind ne of the first
day we got here.

G DEON
Still glad I didn’t sell you for
the three ponies?

Samant ha retrieves the coffeepot and pours two cups. She
puts a little mlk in hers. As they talk, she m xes the
dough for biscuits.

SAMANTHA

Now t hat the weat her has broke, are
you headed for the trading post?
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G DEON
Thought |’ d shoot sonme neat before
| left. W' re alnost out.

SAVANTHA
| can hunt.

G DEON
Never said you couldn’t. Thought
you' d want to start planting the
veget abl es.

SAVANTHA
You’ve got a point. Want to catch
the spring rains.

G DEON
s there something you'd like nme to
get ?

SAVANTHA

| could use a new kitchen

knife. Also, see if he has sone
mapl e syrup. One less thing to
worry about.

G deon grabs her around the wai st.

G DEON
Sam Wl kes, if |I didn’t know you,
|"d say you were starting to fee
ol d.

Samant ha sl aps himw th her spoon.
SAVANTHA
|"mnot so old | can’t run you out
of this cabin.

Pl acing the biscuits in the brick oven, she works on the
porri dge.

SAVANTHA
Eagle’s Cry shoul d be com ng
soon. 1'd feel better if you would

take himw th you. You can get him
sonething for his wife and new
baby.

G DEON
| could do that.



EXT. CABIN - DAY

Samant ha waves to G deon as he rides away.

LATER

To the side of the cabin, Samantha hoes the ground. Each
novenent reveals the aches and pains of a long life of hard
wor k. BLUE WHI NES beside her. She stops and | ooks around.

Com ng out of the trees, G deon’s horse strides carefully to
the barn. Samantha can see a linp figure draped over him
i ke a bl anket .

SAMANTHA
Oh, God, no.

She drops the hoe and runs for the horse. The aninmal stops
and waits. She takes the reins and | eads himto the cabin
where she grabs G deon by his shirt and pulls himdown onto
the porch. Ear to chest, she listens. The anxiety on her
face turns to pain and sorrow. She raises her head and
cries out her |oss.

EXT. CABIN - DAY

An ancient oak sits on a hill beyond the cabin. Under its

| ow- hangi ng branches, Samantha digs a grave. One tiny cross
mar ks anot her beside it. Her sorrow has m xed with anger
and she nmunbles to herself as she works.

SAMVANTHA
Dang it, G deon, you always did
have poor timng. | was supposed to

go first. W discussed this. How
am | supposed to get the furs
traded? | can’t do the

trappi ng. How am | supposed to get
the supplies | need?

Tears streamfreely.
SAMANTHA ( CONT. )
| love you, G deon Wlkes. |I’'m
sorry | didn't say that enough, but
you know | did.

Fi ni shed, she clinbs out. G deon’s body is rolled in. Her
anger has faded.
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SAVANTHA ( CONT.)
Say hello to the baby for ne. |
wi sh | could have given you
children. They would have been a
joy to you and a help to ne.
could sure use sone now, that's for
sure.

Her gaze | ooks to heaven.

SAMVANTHA ( CONT. )
Good Lord, G deon was al ways nore
yours than m ne. Thank you for the
time we had together. Help nme live
wi thout himand don't let it be too
| ong before you take ne, too. I'm
afearin bad right now. Anmen

Slowly, she shovels in the dirt.

I NT. CABIN - N GHT

The remains of a nmeal sits on the table beside a small pile
of unwashed dishes. Only a few pieces of firewod await the
fireplace. Samantha rocks gently in her chair, eyes forward
and unfocused. She’'s lost in nenories of tines

past. BLUE S WH NE snaps her out.

Slowly, she lifts herself, stunbles to the door and opens
it. Blue trots out. She |ooks at the dishes - they can
wait. Her eyes search for - what? She sees G deon’s
Bible. Picking it up, she plops back down and opens the
cover.

Inside, lays a single, dried rose. She brings it to her
nose searching for a trace of fragrance. She reads G deon’s
neat, bold letters proclaimng their wedding. She strokes

t he page, renenbering...

FLASHBACK - I NT. KITCHEN - TAYLOR RESI DENCE - DAY

SUPER: NEW YORK STATE, 1784

The kitchen is bright and spotl ess, except the table where
Samant ha (16) beats the pancake batter into

subm ssion. Flour, mlk and egg shells coat

everything. She stiffens at the sound of footsteps behind
her. A male voice roars:
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MAN
Samant ha, what is this ness?

It is her father, WLBUR TAYLOR (40’s), an arrogant and
hypocritical man, he does what he wants and mani pul ates
others into believing him Sanmantha fears and hates him
whi ch gives her the strength to stand up to him

She continues beating the batter.

SAVANTHA
| m maki ng pancakes for your
br eakf ast .

W LBUR
You’' re maki ng a ness.

SAMANTHA
"1l clean it up

He stalks in like an arny captain inspecting his
men. Samant ha swi ngs over to the stove, dodging him She
pours the batter.

W LBUR

Why are you dressed |ike that?
SAVANTHA

It’s a school day. [1'Il be |eaving

after |1’ m done.

W I bur stands, ever in control.

W LBUR

There will be no nore school.
SAVANTHA

| have to go to school. M said...

She’ s stopped by a hand sl amm ng on the table.

W LBUR
Your nother is dead. | need you to
take up her duties here at the
house.

SAVANTHA

| did all the chores last night.

W LBUR
This kitchen is filthy.
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SAVANTHA
| said I'Il clean it up
Ri si ng snoke rem nds Samant ha of the pancake on the
stove. She turns it over. It’s coal black
SAMANTHA
Oh, no.
W LBUR

You’ ve burned ny breakfast.

SANVANTHA
There’s nore batter.

Samant ha grabs a plate and flips the pancakes on it. She
pours nore batter. While it cooks, she w pes down the
t abl e.

SAMANTHA
School starts soon.

W LBUR
| said you are not going.

Samant ha stands straight, staring himdown in
defiance. WIbur takes a step forward, fist clenched. He
checks hinself. H's smle is ugly.

W LBUR
The Book says that children are to
obey their parents in al
things. You wouldn’'t want ne to
tell the parson and the good wonen
of this comunity how unruly and
di sobedi ent you are, do you?

Samant ha bl anches.

W LBUR ( CONT.)
They woul d say | have every right
to beat you. Spare the rod and
spoil the child.

Samant ha remains silent. WIbur tucks a strand of her hair
behi nd her ear.

W LBUR ( CONT.)
You are the wonman of the house,
now. It’s your duty to perform al
duties that that entails.
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SAMANTHA
No.

He grabs a hold of her sleeve.

W LBUR
What did you say?

She jerks away, tearing the cloth.

SAVANTHA
| will not be your wife, and | wll
not let you beat ne like you did

not her .

W bur takes a step forward. Samantha | ooks
around. Spotting a knife, she grabs it.

SAMANTHA
Don’t touch ne.

W | bur unstraps his belt fromhis mddle Samant ha backs
up. Once again, dark snmoke billows fromthe stove. On

i mpul se, Samantha uses the knife to fling the hot griddle
towards her father. Wen he flinches, she ducks around him

and down the hall

| NT. SAMANTHA' S BEDROOM - SAME

She dashes in, throws the DOOR SHUT and SLAMS the BOLT into
pl ace just as W/ bur’s wei ght CRASHES agai nst the ot her
si de.

W LBUR (O.C.)

(yell'ing)
Open this door.

SAVANTHA
(scream ng)
| will not be your wfe.

She opens the trunk sitting at the foot of her
bed. Rummagi ng, she pulls out a purse, a pair of wal king
shoes and a cloak. Another CRASH tells her she nust hurry.

Pushi ng t he wi ndow open, Samantha clinbs out and drops to
t he ground.



EXT. HOUSE - SAME

She stops dead. On the other side of their picket fence,
stands G deon Wl kes (25), watching her. Beside himis a
pai nt pony. They both | ook astonished.

G DEON
Sanmant ha?

Anot her BANG

G DEON
What’ s wong?

SAMANTHA
| don’t have tine to explain.

G deon points towards the woods behind the barn. A
SPLI NTERI NG CRASH from i nside. She runs for the woods.

Samant ha is barely conceal ed before her father craw s
t hrough the window. He's just as astoni shed to see G deon,
only his face is tinged with guilt and fear.

W LBUR
G deon. | wasn't. . Wiat. . Aren’'t
you supposed to be out west?

G DEON
| found out ny father died.

W LBUR
Yes, | was at his funeral. [|I'm
sorry.

G DEON
Saw Samant ha runni ng down the
street. Is she all right?

W LBUR

We had a bit of an argunent and she
ran off. You know how wi |l ful she

iS.

G DEON
| renmenber she |ikes having her
way.

W LBUR
Vel l, losing her nother has nade
things worse. In fact, | need to

go and find her.

G deon watches Wl bur trot down the street. He nunbl es:
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G DEON
Samant ha, Samant ha, how you stir up
a tenpest.

He strolls to her hiding place. Passing, he comands:

G DEON
Fol | ow ne.

He seens to glide over over the ground barely make a sound.

SAVANTHA
Thank you for saving ne.

G deon turns and places his finger to his lips.
Samant ha huffs, but shuts up.
A few mnutes later, he stops and faces her.
G DEON
Now, we can talk. And by the way,
you' re wel cone. So, what was that
al | about?
SAVANTHA
Mom di ed and father has gotten
t hese strange i deas.

G deon rai ses his eyebrows.

SAMVANTHA
He wants nme to take up her wifely
duti es.
Still no conprehension.

SAMANTHA ( CONT. )
All her wifely duties.

Under st andi ng dawns. He indicates her sleeve.

G DEON
Did he do that?

SAVMANTHA
He's worse than ever. |'mafraid
to be near him He used to beat
not her horribly.

G deon is not sure what to say. Samantha fills in the
foll ow ng sil ence.
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He shrugs.

11.

SAMANTHA
So, when did you return?

G DEON
Last week. Word finally reached ne
of father’s death.

SAVANTHA

Your nother was distraught.
G DEON

Yes, well...
G DEON

So, what are your plans.

At her head shake, he continues:

G DEON
Do you have kin fol k nearby?

SAVANTHA
None that will help nme. They al
beli eve what father says. He's
told them|’ma stubborn and
rebellious child. They' d give ne
right back to him

G DEON
Where did you intend to go?
SAMANTHA
Anywher e but here.
G DEON
That covers an awful |ot of
territory.
SAVANTHA

You see ny dil enma.

G deon gazes around, thinking.

G DEON
"Il do this. |1’m heading back
west. I’Il can take you to a
friend in the next towmn. They're
good people and I’ m sure they’|
hel p you.

Samant ha nods.
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G deon puts a hand on her shoul der

G DEON
Everything will be okay. |Is there
anything you need to get?

SAVANTHA
Not hing that’s worth seeing ny
f at her.

G deon hops on his horse and stretches his hand to Sanmant ha.
G DEON

Then let’s put sone distance
bet ween us and him shall we?

EXT. WOODS - N GHT

Illum nated by the glow of a canpfire, they eat the remains
of a rabbit.

SAMANTHA
So, where do you live?

G DEON
On the other side of the Geat
Lakes in Dakota territory.

Samant ha pauses.

SAVANTHA
I ndian territory?

G DEON
That’s right. They allow ne to
trap, and in return, | trade with
t hem and basically | eave them
al one.

SAVANTHA

You're not afraid?

G DEON
Don't believe everything you hear
from peopl e who have never been
there. The Dakotas | deal with are
people just |ike you and ne. They
just have different ways of |iving,
that’ s all

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

Sanmant ha i

13.

SAVANTHA
Are there no other white nmen?

G DEON
There are a few other trappers
about. Mostly French. Crow and |
share a cabin.

SAVANTHA
| renmenber you just disappeared.

G DEON
Father sent nme. He wanted to
expand his trading. The west was
virgin country with great
possibilities. | went to
Pittsburgh to scout out the
conpetition and di scover new trade
sources, fell in love with the
country, and just kept on going.

s starting to get an idea.

SAMANTHA
He'll never find ne.

G DEON
VWhat ?

SAMANTHA

If I go with you, then ny father
won't find ne.

G DEON
Whoa, | never said anything about
you comng wth ne.

SAMANTHA
But its perfect. You need a wfe,
and | need sonepl ace away from
here.

G DEON
Where I’ mgoing is no place for a

young girl.

SAMANTHA
| " m si xt een.

G DEON
Exactly. 1 live in a country that
| oves you one mnute then tries to
kill you the next.
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SAMANTHA
But I can cook, garden, take care
of a hone.

G DEON

No. The frontier demands all you
have and then things you didn’t
know you had in you.

SAMANTHA
| can do it, | know | can.
(smal |, pleading)
| have to.

G deon shakes hi s head.

G DEON
|’msorry. | just can't.

EXT. NEXT TOMN - EVEN NG

G deon and Sanmant ha | eave the woods and gaze over a
valley. In the center sits a small town. G deon points to
a house on the outskirts.

G DEON
That’ s the Binson’s hone. They're
good fol k.

Samant ha remai ns sil ent.

EXT. BINSON' S HOUSE - EVEN NG

G deon steps onto a porch and knocks on the door. SHUFFLI NG
and STEPS signal the occupant’s approach. The door opens to
reveal LANKY BINSON (40's). One glance is enough to put a
grin on his face. He waps G deon in a bear hug.

LANKY
G deon Wl kes, it's been a coon’s
age. Thought |1’'d never see you
again. Sorry to hear about your
f at her.

Lanky turns around to include M SSY (30’s), his wife.

LANKY ( CONT.)
Hey M ssy, |ooks who' s cone.

M ssy puts her sewing down to give G deon a hug.
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M SSY
G deon, it’s wonderful to see you.

She spi es Samant ha.

M SSY (CONT.)
And who is this pretty girl?

G DEON
This is Samantha Taylor. Mnd if
we cone in?

At the mention of Samantha' s nane, both sm | es
di sappear. G deon noti ces.

G DEON
What ?

Samant ha’ s head shoots up, fear etched on her face.

LANKY
W need to tal k.

The house is small but confortably furnished.
M SSY

Let ne make you sonmething to
eat. Wuld you like coffee or tea?

G DEON
You know nme, Mssy, | |love ny
cof f ee.

SAVANTHA

|’d like tea, please. Wuld you
like me to hel p you?

M SSY
Lands, no. You just rest. [I'Il
have it out in no tine.

Seat ed, G deon | eans forward.

G DEON
What’ s this about, Lanky.

LANKY
A rider cane in this norning. He
says they're looking for a
ki dnapped girl nanmed Sanmant ha
Taylor. Says her Pa' s going crazy
| ooki ng for her.

Anger replaces Samantha' s fear.
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SAVANTHA
That |ying...

G deon stops her wwth a hand gesture.

G DEON
She’ s Samant ha Taylor, but | didn't
ki dnap her - | rescued her.

G deon and Lanky accept cups from M ssy who di sappears in
the kitchen again. She reenerges with two cups of tea. One
she gives to Samantha. A WHI MPER stops her. She puts her
cup down and wal ks to the corner of the room Mirnuring
softly, she picks up a small bundle and wal ks to her

seat. Samantha is intrigued, but continues.

SAVANTHA
Mot her died a nonth ago. Since
then, ny father has gotten the
strange idea that |’ m supposed to
t ake her pl ace.

M SSY
How ol d are you, dear.
SAMANTHA
| m si xt een.
M SSY
But shouldn’t you take up the house
duties?
SAMANTHA

If that was all there was to it, |
woul dn’t have a problem but he
wants ne to be like Lot’s
daughters.

Lanky and M ssy sit back in shock.

G DEON
| heard them arguing while standi ng
on the street. She was refusing to
be his wife. Wen she ran into
anot her room | heard himcrashing
agai nst the door trying to break it
open.

M SSY
Ch, Good Lord.
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SAMANTHA
| slipped out the window and that’s
when | saw G deon. | was running

away. G deon hel ped ne.
Samant ha pauses, gathering her thoughts.

SAMANTHA ( CONT.)
Fat her always had a way of
convi nci ng people to see things his
way. He has everyone believing
that 1’ma rebellious, wllful
chil d.

She catches G deon’s gl ance.

SAVANTHA ( CONT.)
| admit | can be, but not |ike he
says. There's not a person | know
who woul dn’t give ne right back to
hi m t hi nki ng there were doi ng
right.

G DEON
| was hopi ng she could stay here
and start a new life.

LANKY
G deon, you know we would if we
coul d, but everyone here believes
she’ s been ki dnapped.

M SSY
They’' d send her back just |ike she
sai d.

SAVANTHA
| swear, if | go back and he
touches nme, I’'Il kill him

G DEON

The only thing I know to do is take
her further west, maybe Pittsburgh,
and gi ve her enough funds to
settle.

Samant ha throws G deon a desperate | ook whi ch Lanky
catches. He stands up.

LANKY

G deon, why don't we go into the
next room W need to talk.
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The nmen | eave. M ssy catches the gl ance Samant ha throws
towards the retreating figure. She |eans over and covers
Samant ha’ s hand with her own.

M SSY
You' re smtten with him aren’t
you?

SAMVANTHA

Since | was siXx.
She hesitates, searching for the right words.

SAMANTHA ( CONT. )
But how do | know? Father seens a
good man to everyone, but he’'s a
nonst er.

M SSY
G deon has a good heart. He won’'t
hurt you.

The baby whi npers again, shifting inits sleep. Mssy
catches Samantha’ s | ongi ng gaze.

M SSY
Do you want to hold her?

Samant ha nods and M ssy shifts her precious bundle into
Samant ha' s ar ms.

M SSY
Her nane is Emly.

SAVANTHA
She’ s perfect.

M SSY
We think so, although there are
times at night when | have a little
cause to doubt.

Samant ha runs her hand over Emily’ s cheek.

SAVANTHA
VWhat’'s it |ike?

M SSY
A baby changes your life. One day
you're free to do as you pl ease,
the next, you have a life totally
dependent upon you for everything.

There’s a deep nmeaning in Samant ha’ s next words.
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SAMANTHA
But she’s yours and no one can take
her away.

M SSY

|’d like to see themtry.

SAVANTHA
My nother was |ike that.

M SSY
The bond between not her and child
is the strongest on earth.

M ssy catches Samantha’ s gl ance at the cl osed door where the
men di sappear ed.

M SSY
Like | said, G deon has a good
heart. He'll be a loving father

and protector.

But Samant ha’ s expression says she’s not so sure.

| NT. DI NIl NG ROOM - SAME

G deon leans on the mantle of a fireplace where a small fire
has been |it to keep the evening chill at bay.

LANKY
G deon, what nmggot has gotten into
your brain? You can’'t just drop a
young wonan into a city like
Pittsburgh and wal k away. She’l
be eaten alive.

G DEON
And what wll the frontier
do? It’s no place for an
i nexperienced child.

LANKY
Si xteen is young, but not a
child. She's old enough to be

marri ed.
G DEON

No. | won't take her out there.
LANKY

| understand your fear, but you ve
got to understand, she s been
conpron sed.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

20.

G DEON
| never touched her.

LANKY
It doesn’'t nmatter. You were with
her for - how | ong?

G DEON
W’ ve been two days getting here.

LANKY
Al one - for two days.

G deon nods.

LANKY
It doesn’t matter if you touched
her or not, her reputation is

gone.

G DEON
| could take her to a boarding
house.

LANKY

A man goes to a boardi ng house with
a young worman in tow and | eave

her. No respectful person wll
accept her.

G DEON
But | can't...

LANKY
You don’t have a choice. The
nmonment you accepted to hel p her,
she becane your
responsibility. God had you
standing there at the tine she
clinbed out that wi ndow. Accept
Hs wil.

G deon’s struggle is deep.

G DEON
But what if she's killed. How can
| live with that?

LANKY
A nman’s tines are in the hands of
God. Trust HHmto take care of
her.
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G DEON
(i ntrospective)
| have been wanting a Godly w fe.

G deon surrenders.
G DEON (CONT.)
kay.
I NT. LIVING ROOM - SAME
The wonen | ook up as the door opens and the nen

enter. M ssy gazes at Lanky who gives her a slight
nod. She smles and squeezes Samantha’ s hand.

G deon hesitates when he sees Sanmant ha hol ding the baby. |Is
this a vision of his future? He sits next to her.
G DEON
Samantha, | - um
Pause
LANKY

What he’s trying to say is that
|’ ve gotten through his hard head
that his fears are in God s hands.

Samant ha gl ances at G deon, confused.

G DEON
As much as |’ve been praying for a
CGodly wife, 1’'ve also been too
afraid to accept that He woul d give
nme one.

LANKY
VWhich 1've reminded himis God’ s
responsibility, not his.

G DEON
Yes. So, Samantha Taylor, will you
do ne the honor of becom ng ny
wi fe?

SAVANTHA
G deon Wl kes, isn't that the sane
guestion | asked you not too |ong
ago?
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G DEON
Well, yes. Turned around, sort of.
SAVANTHA
| haven’t changed ny m nd.
LANKY
Oh, she’s going to lead hima nerry
chase.

M ssy gives Sanmant ha a hug.

M SSY
| still have ny wedding dress. It
should fit you well enough.

LANKY
Il go see ny uncle tonorrow
norning. He's the mnister and I’'m
pretty sure | could convince himto
performthe cerenony.

G DEON
| f you don’t mnd, Lanky, we'l]l
need sonme supplies.

LANKY
That shoul dn’t be too
difficult. Since no one knows

you' re here, no one will question
it. 171l make sonething up.
G DEON

And anot her horse.

LANKY
| know sonmeone who has a gel ding he
wants to get rid of.

M SSY
Now t hat we’ve got that out of the
way, woul d anyone |like nore coffee?

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY

REV. BINSON (50’ s) stands before G deon and Samant ha, a

Bi bl e open in his hands. Lanky and Mssy stand a little
behind themwi th Rev. Binson’s wife, SARAH. |In Samantha’s
hand i s one red rose.
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REV. Bl NSON
Do you, G deon Wl kes, take this
wonman, Samantha Taylor, to be your
lawfully wedded wfe, to | ove and
to cherish and to protect with your
l[ife until death do you part?

G DEON
| do.

REV. Bl NSON
Do you, Samantha Tayl or, take
G deon Wl kes to be your lawfully
wedded husband to | ove and to
cherish and to obey as ordered by
God until death do you part?

| NT. CABIN - DAY - 1831 (BACK TO PRESENT)
Samant ha chuckl es softly.
SAMANTHA
Poor G deon. He had no idea | was
an at hei st.
FLASHBACK - | NT. BINSON S LI VI NGROOM - EVEN NG
CLOSE: SAMANTHA' S FI NGERS CROSSED | N THE FOLDS OF HER DRESS

SAVANTHA
| do.

REV. Bl NSON
Then by the powers invested in ne
by the Alm ghty, | now pronounce

you man and w fe.

G deon gives Sanmantha a small, chaste kiss.

I NT. HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

G deon and Lanky relax while drinking coffee.

LANKY
The horse | bought probably won’t
last. You'll have to change him

when you get to Pittsburgh

G deon nods, his thoughts sonmewhere el se. Mssy’'s descent
fromthe stairs nakes himglance up.
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M SSY
| talked to her as | hel ped her get
dressed for bed. Unfortunately,
everythi ng she knows about what
happens between a man and a wonan
is fromseeing her father beat her
not her. She’s scared thinking
you're going to turn into sone
nonst er.

G deon goes upstairs.

| NT. BEDROOM - SAME

G deon opens the door and steps inside. Samantha sits on
t he bed, back agai nst the headboard, |egs tucked in front of
her. G deon sits at the foot of the bed.

G DEON
| don’t know what you’ve been told
about the marriage bed, but I'm
sure you were never given a good
exanpl e.

Samant ha remai ns sil ent.

G DEON
|’ mnot going to force you
Samantha. In fact, |’mnot going

to touch you in that way until you
deci de you want ne to.

Her brows furrow.

G DEON
| don’t want a wife that’'s scared
of nme. Someday, when we get to
know each ot her, and, hopefully,
| ove each other, then we’'ll cone
together Iike a real husband and
wife. Until then...

He stands up and gives her a gentle kiss on her forehead,
smles, and | eaves the room

I NT. CABIN - NI GHT - 1831 (END FLASHBACK)

Bl ue’s scratchl NG pulls her out of her nmenories. Samantha

wi pes her eyes. She groans as she totters to the door and
| ets Blue in.
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SAMANTHA
"1l see you in the norning.

She bl ows out the | antern.

FLASHBACK - EXT. PITTSBURGH - EARLY EVENI NG - 1784

SUPER: Pl TTSBURGH

Riding the main street, G deon nods to the curious who stop
and stare at their passing. Samantha slunps in her saddl e,
haggard and tired.

He | eads her to a livery stable. In the glow of lantern
lights, they see the HOSTLER fini shing up.

G DEON
Do you have roomfor two nore?

HOSTLER
You're just in time. A few nore
m nutes and |’ d have been cl osed

up.

G DEON
| thank you for staying. 1’1l put
the horses up, if you could direct
us to sonepl ace where we can spend
t he ni ght.

The man | ooks at them cl osely.

HOSTLER
There a wi dow down the street who
w Il take in overnight
boarders. You and the nisses can
stay there.

G DEON
| " m obl i ged.

HOSTLER
Well, I'"’mcareful who I send to
W dow Har ki n, but you two seem
decent enough.
(smling)
Though a little worse for wear.

G deon sni | es back.
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G DEON
True words. We'd both |ove a good,
hot bat h.

The hostler takes the gelding’ s bridle while G deon hel ps
Samant ha of f the saddl e.

HOSTLER
Way don’t you take your m sses on
to the house. Il take care of
t he horses.

G DEON

|"d be grateful.

smal |l purse fromhis belt, fishes for a coin and
o the man.

w0
o

G DEON
Thi s should cover it.

HOSTLER
That it does. Co right and head
strai ght down the street, fifth
house on the left. Big chestnut
tree in the yard.

G deon nods, hol ding Sam upright as she staggers forward.

EXT. W DOW HARKI N S HOUSE - EVEN NG

G deon knocks on the door. The sound of FOOTSTEPS
APPROACHI NG announces the widow s arrival. The door opens.

W DOW HARKI N (50’ s) peers around the door. Dressed all in
bl ack, she holds a lantern up to study her visitors.

W DOW HARKI N
May | hel p you?

G DEON
The gentleman at the livery said
you could rent us a roomfor the
evening. My wife and | have cone a
| ong way and, as you can see, she’s
spent .

She holds the lantern higher, studying. Sanmantha nmanages a
weak smle.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 27.

SAMVANTHA
| hope we’'re not intruding. W
just need a place to stay.

Satisfied, Harkin opens the door. Her novenents are quick,
birdlike. She keeps ducking her head |i ke she’s apol ogi zi ng
for Iiving.

W DOW HARKI N
O course, of course, cone in. I'm
sorry, but 1’ve had to be nore
careful since ny husband, well...

SANMANTHA
W& under st and.

W DOW HARKI N
Yes, well. | have to do sonething
to make a living.

G DEON
May we comne in?

W dow Harkin realizes she’s keeping them outside. She
shuffl es backwards, hol ding the door.

W DOW HARKI N
Yes, yes. Do cone in.

She keeps up the conversation as they step inside.

W DOW HARKI N ( CONT. )
It’Il be fifty cents a day,
breakfast is included. [If you stay
| onger, supper and dinner are ten
cents each.

G DEON
That' Il be fine. WII there be
extra for a bath?

W DOW HARKI N
No. | have a roomoff the kitchen
you can use, | just ask you boi
and haul your own water. M
muscl es are getting too tired to
pi ck up heavy things.

G DEON
That will be no difficulty.
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G deon bri

Har ki n smi

Samant ha

She | eads

28.

W DOW HARKI N
Wth tonorrow bei ng Sunday,
breakfast will end pronptly at

ei ght.
ght ens
G DEON
Tormorrow i s Sunday? | lost track

of time. Wth your perm ssion,

we'd like to spend the Sabbath so

we can go to church and rest.

les. They both mss Samantha’s | ook of dismay.

W DOW HARKI N

Yes, of course. | usually spend
the day resting and reading the
Good Book.

G DEON
As do I.
nterrupts.

SAVANTHA

May we see the roonf?

W DOW HARKI N
Yes, yes. It’s this way.

them upstairs.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

The room i
bed.

s sinply decorated. Samantha nearly falls on the

G DEON
You rest a mnute while I get the
bat h wat er ready.

SAMANTHA
| won’t be going to church. I’ m
going to stay and rest while you
go.

G DEON

You can rest after church.
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SAMANTHA
VWhat difference does it nmke
whet her | go or not?

G DEON
It shows your priorities. Anyway,
what will the Wdow Harkin think?

SAVANTHA
| don’t care what she thinks. |
care that |'mtired and |
hurt. |’ m not going.

G deon sucks in his anger with his breath.

G DEON
This is the first opportunity we
have had to go before God as a

married couple. | want you by ny
si de.

SAVANTHA
No.

G DEON

You swore an oath to God that you
woul d obey ne.

Samantha's smle is tight and defiant.

SAMANTHA
| don’t believe in God.

29.

G deon | ooks |like he’s been kicked in the stonach

G DEON
You don’t nean that.

Samant ha gives hima scornful | ook.

SAMANTHA
My father and the people of that

town gave ne enough God to nake ne

sick. | refuse to follow the God
of those hypocrites.

G deon struggles for sonmething to say. All
dreans have just been shattered. He finds strength in his

anger .

G DEON
You' re going if | have to carry
you.

his prayers and
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She 1 ooks himstraight in the eyes.

SAMANTHA
Then the whol e church will see ne
turn around and wal k out.

G DEON
Fine. On Monday I’'ll see the judge
and have our marri age
annul l ed. You can stay and rest as
much as you want after 1’ m gone.

Samantha' s triunph turns to panic.

SAMANTHA
You can’'t | eave ne.

G DEON
Not hing to stop ne.

SAMANTHA

But M ssy said you were a good nan.

G DEON
Wnan, you’'re enough to neke a
sai nt swear.

Samant ha surrenders.

SAMANTHA
"1l go.

G DEON
| don’t know if I’mglad or not.

| NT. BEDROOM - AFTERNOON
The DOOR BURSTS open and Samant ha stonps in followed by

G deon. Trying to keep their voices low, they hiss their
anger .

G DEON

| can’t believe your behavior.
SAVANTHA

What did you expect? W’ ve been

traveling for days. | was tired.
G DEON

That’'s no excuse.
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SAMANTHA
And why not? The man tal ked for
two hours. And it was boring. |’'m

surprised | stayed awake the first
twenty m nutes.

G DEON
I s that how you behaved at your own
church?

Samant ha shudders, taking a deep breath.

SAMANTHA
No. Father woul d have beat
me. Wien | would start to fall
asl eep, Modther woul d al ways take ny
hand and shake it. She invented
finger games to hel p ne.

G deon’ s anger evapor at es.

G DEON
l"msorry. | didn't realize.

Samantha sits on the bed.
G DEON (CONT.)
|’ m going to go down and check on
the horses. [1’Il be back in a
while. Wiy don’'t you take a nap.

He opens the door.

SAVANTHA
G deon.
G DEON
Yes?
SAMANTHA
Wul d you really have |eft nme?
He si ghs.
G DEON
| wish | could say |I'’mbetter than
that, but truthfully, 1’ m not

sure.

He quietly | eaves and cl oses the door. Sanmantha picks up
G deon’s Bible fromthe bed, |ooks at it, then slings it
into a corner.



32.

EXT. STREETS OF PI TTSBURGH - DAY

G deon and Samantha stroll in palatable silence, |ooking in
shop wi ndows. Finding what he’ s seeking, G deon opens the
door for Samantha w thout word or acknow edgnent.

| NT. GENERAL STORE - DAY
The SHOP OMNER (40’ s) | ooks up when they enter.

SHOP OWNER
Good norning. Is there sonething |
can help you with?

G DEON
We need sone supplies and nmy wife
needs sonmething to wear while
riding. W’Ill|l be headed west.

The man gazes at Samantha with concern.

SHOP OMNER
| " m sure you know your busi ness,
but the frontier is a hard pl ace
for a woman.

G DEON
No one knows that better than
| . Still, that's where we're
headed.

SHOP OMNNER

"1l have nmy wife assist her.

He wal ks through a door at the back of the shop. G deon is
curt.

G DEON
Get what you need. Mney has
little use in the w | derness.

At Samant ha’ s unspoken question, he expl ai ns.
G DEON
My portion of ny father’s
i nheritance.
Samant ha nods, under st andi ng.
The shop owner returns with a M DDLE- AGED WOVAN behi nd

him Her brown hair already streaking gray. She smles
warm y.
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SHOP OWNER
This is Elisabeth. She’'ll help
your wife find the clothing she
needs.

G deon gives Samant ha a nudge forward.

G DEON
This is Samant ha. W thank you for
your ki ndness.

ELI SABETH
|"mglad to nmeet you, Samant ha.

She | ooks her up and down.

ELI SABETH ( CONT.)
| would say you are a size ten

SANVANTHA
Yes.

The two | adies stroll to the corner of the shop.

ELI SABETH
Qur | adies garnents are over here.

Left alone, the nmen get down to business.

SHOP OMNER
So, what would you be wanting?
G DEON
First, I need | ead and powder, then

flour, sugar, coffee and cornneal.
Sonet hi ng under the gl ass counter catches his eye.

G DEON
May | see those?

The owner wal ks over to see what G deon is pointing at. He
smles and pulls out a black velvet tray of rings.

G deon picks one up. It’s a jewel encrusted affair
slightly gaudy. He holds it up to the light to admre its
sparkl e.

G DEON
Newl y marri ed.
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SHOP OWNER
I f you' re thinking of a wedding
band, may | suggest sonething the
| ady can wear everyday w t hout
worry of losing a stone or having
it get caught while working?

He picks up a plain gold band.

SHOP OMNER
This one is el egant, yet
practical. And, it |ooks about her

Si ze.
G deon puts the ring he’s hol di ng back

G DEON
You’' ve got a good point. The
sinpler the better.

He takes the ring and studies it, and then places it on the
counter.

G DEON
Thanks, add it.

SAME - TVENTY M NUTES LATER

A smal | nound of supplies covers the counter. The back door
opens and the nmen | ook up to see Samant ha and El i sabeth
enter the room Samantha wears a split skirt, linen shirt,
and jacket; pretty yet practical. Her hair has been pulled
back and brai ded. She’'s stunning, but G deon barely gl ances
at her.

Samant ha’ s expressi on wavers between anger and hurt. Her
back snaps strai ght when he gestures her over, his
concentration on sonething in his hand. She glides over
with all the dignity she can nuster.

G DEON
Let ne see your hand.

She raises her right hand.

G DEON
No, the other one.

Enbarrassed, she |ifts her left hand. Her brows furrow when
aring is placed on her finger. Samant ha fingers

it. Gdeon studies it a noment, and then turns - back to
busi ness. Eyes glistening, Samantha | ooks at Elisabeth who
sm | es synpathetically.
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G DEON
(To shop owner)
W'l be back to pick this up as
soon as we get the horses.

SHOP OMNNER
O course.

Samant ha is hustled out of the store.

I NT. LIVERY STABLE - DAY

G deon strides inside, |eaving Samant ha behind. He sees
that their horses have been grooned and waiting for them

HOSTLER
|’ ve got themready for you
al t hough I have ny doubts about the

gel di ng.

G DEON
| know. | didn't expect himto
make it this far. Do you have any
for sale?

HOSTLER

|’ ve got a couple in the pen. Wy
don’t you cone and have a | ook.

Samantha has drifted up, listening. She follows them

EXT. BARN - EARLY MORNI NG

They stride to a small pen where the horses are
kept. G deon studies them One catches his eye.

G DEON
What about that little paint pony?

The hostler slips through the rails and puts a | ead rope on
the paint. He brings her out to G deon who exam nes her
teeth and feet.

G DEON
W're in luck. This is an |Indian
pony.

SAMANTHA

How do you know?
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G DEON
No shoes.
(to the hostler)
|s she trained to saddl e?

HOSTLER
She doesn’t like it, but will take
it ready enough.

SAVANTHA
She’s ugly. | like that bay
gel di ng over there.

The nmen | ook at the aninmal she’'s pointing to.

G DEON
He's not a trail horse.

SAMANTHA
How do you know? He’s nuch nicer
| ooking than that scruffy thing.

G DEON
That one was bred to be a gentry’s
riding horse..

SAVANTHA
And |’ m a | ady.

G DEON
..for gentle rides in town - not
for day-to-day trail riding

SAVANTHA
Nevertheless, | like himand |I want
hi m
G deon pauses, reining in his anger.
G DEON
You're not getting that horse, and
that’ s final.

(to the hostler)
Il take the paint and a saddl e.

Fire flashes in Samantha’s eyes. She sniles as an idea
cones to her

G DEON ( CONT. )

And I'l1l take that gray gelding for
a pack horse. Do you have an extra
frame?
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HOSTLER
|’ ve got one.
G DEON
Thanks. That’'Ill do it.
HOSTLER
Two horses, one saddle and bridle
and one pack franme. That’'Il cone

to twenty-five dollars.

G deon hands hi mthe noney.

SAME - TVENTY M NUTES LATER

G deon and Samantha ride out of the livery heading for the
general store.

EXT. CGENERAL STORE - DAY

G deon dismounts. He throws the |lead rope for the gray
around a post. Barely acknow edgi ng Samant ha’ s presence, he
throws to her:

G DEON
"1l be right back.

This only adds wood to her fire. Wen G deon di sappears,
she disnounts, ties up her horse and heads back to the
livery.

SAME - M NUTES LATER

G deon reappears, arns full of supplies, to find Samant ha
gone. He scans the streets but can't see her. A big sigh,
a clenched jaw, and he gets to work assenbling the pack.

A few mnutes |ater, the sounds of hooves alerts him of
Samantha’s return. He gl ances over his shoulder. She sits
t he bay, defiant.

G DEON
Take it back.

SAMANTHA
No.

G DEON

| said take it back. It won't
survive.
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SAVANTHA
| paid for himand |’ m keeping him

G deon stops working and turns to face her

G DEON
And I'mtelling you it will never
make it. |I’myour husband and I
say Take It Back.

SAVANTHA
And I'’mtelling you, I'"mnot a
servant or a dog to be ordered
around. | paid for himwith nmy own

nmoney and he’s m ne.
Jaw cl enched, G deon nods once.

G DEON
Very wel | .

He turns abruptly and continues arranging the
supplies. Wen he’s done, he ties the paint onto the gray’s
pack and nounts.

SAVANTHA
Aren’t you going to take the paint
back?
G DEON
No.
SAMANTHA
Way not ?
G DEON

Because you’'re going to need her
when | have to shoot your horse.

EXT. OH O COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

They travel at an easy wal k. G deon keeps a keen eye on the
countryside. He s noticed that Samant ha has dropped back
again and turns, agitated.

G DEON
You need to keep up.

SANVANTHA
Al den needs a rest.
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G DEON
Ei ther kick that horse or I'Il cut
his throat. There's a | ot of
Indians in this area who are not
happy to see white nen here.

SAVANTHA
(al rost shouti ng)
Don’t you dare.

G DEON
Keep your voice down.

Samant ha gl ares at himand gives her horse a hard
kick. Aiden stunbles forward into a slow canter.

A few mnutes |ater they pass an outcroppi ng of
rock. G deon points to their base. Samantha’ s gaze foll ows
his direction to spy a black shape.

G DEON
Bl ack bear. Looks |ike he's found
a puma kill.
SAVANTHA
How do you know it’s puma?
G DEON
VWhere the kill is at. Pumm like to

anbush by junpi ng down. Wl ves
chase their prey.

SAMANTHA
| saw a man giving a
presentation. He spent a year in
the wilderness and was telling of
hi s experience. He said that, when
he net a bear, he wouldn’t run but
raised his rifle above his head and
yell ed. Then, he’d shoot the
ground at it’'s feet. The bear
woul d then turn and run.

G DEON
The man is a fool.

SAVANTHA
| thought he was quite brave. He
stood up to it and nmade it back
down. Not nmany nen have that kind
of courage.
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G DEON
You m ght be able to do that with a
young bl ack bear, but a grizzly
woul d chew you to pieces.

SAVANTHA
So you would not be able to stand
up to a bear.

G DEON
" m not that stupid.
SAVANTHA
(mld contenpt)
| see.
G DEON

Actually, | don’t think you do, and
| pray you never find out.

SAVANTHA
It sounds like |I'd better hope that
too, shouldn’t 17

EXT. BANK OF RI VER - DAY

They are stopped by a creek. Below, the bank has been cut
into a ten foot drop. G deon gazes around.

G DEON
W'l l have to find sonepl ace where
we can Cross.

He points north.

G DEON ( CONT.)
Looks like there’s a dip over
t here.

It only takes a few mnutes for themto reach the
spot. Indeed, the bank is lower with a small, steep trai
| eading down to the water.

SANVANTHA
| don’t think Aiden can make that.

G DEON
He doesn’t have a choice. The next
crossing could be mles anay. You
m ght want to get off and wal k him
down.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 41.

G deon and Sanmant ha di smount. G deon goes first. |It’s
steep, but the sure-footed trail horses have no problemwth
the difficult maneuver.

G DEON
kay, take it slow

Samant ha urges himforward, but A den backs away fromthe
cliff. Samantha tugs on his reins.

SAVANTHA
Conme on. They did it, you can too.

G DEON
Cetting mad won’t help. You have
to coax him

Samant ha tanps her frustrati on and strokes his neck.

SAMANTHA
Easy, boy. [It’s all right.

She pulls gently on the reins.

SAMANTHA
Cone on. You can do it.

Ai den starts wal ki ng.

Part way down, his foot slips. He starts to panic and back
up. A back hoof slips. Aiden |unges, knocking Samantha to
t he rocks bel ow.

G DEON
Sam

He dashes forward and snatches her out of the way just as
Aiden falls. He lands with a SCREAM OF PAI N.

SANVANTHA
Ai den!

G deon runs to the horse’s head. He talks low, calmng the
frightened ani nmal .

G DEON
Hol d his head.

Samant ha takes his place, and G deon exam nes the horse. He
stops at a hoof and runs his hand down the fetl ock.
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G deon pul
di sbel i ef .

G deon tw

Sanmant ha i

G DEON
He's torn a tendon.

SAVANTHA
But he’'ll be all right?

G DEON
No, he won't.

Is his knife fromit’s sheath

SAMANTHA
You're not going to kill him
seen horses with torn tendons
recover.

G DEON

42.

Samant ha stares in

I’ ve

Wth time and a poultice. W don’'t

have either.

SAMANTHA

Then we’ || take him sonepl ace where

soneone el se can care for him
rls, arnms w de open.

G DEON

Look around, wife. There's not a
cabin to be had in a hundred m | es.

S ready to cry.

SAMANTHA

(qui et)
But you can’'t. Pl ease.

G DEON
| don’t have a choice.

Samant ha st ands between hi m and t he horse.

Real ity hi

the country for the first tinme.

stares at

SAMANTHA

No. | won't let you. He' s mne,

and | say no.

G DEON

Wul d you rather he be alive when

the wol ves find hinf

ts Samant ha. She | ooks around as though seeing

G deon, | ost.

Tears begin to flow. She
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G deon places his armhis wife and holds her as she cries.

SAMANTHA
| hate this place.

G deon wisely remains silent.

EXT. COUNTRYSI DE - EVEN NG

The sun is down, but the sky still holds the |ast traces of
light. G deon and Sanmant ha have stopped and set up a canp
with no fire. Samantha tears off a piece of jerky with her
t eet h.

SAVANTHA
|’mtired of cold, hard food. Wy
can’t we have a fire?

G DEON
|"ve told you why.

SAVANTHA
We haven't seen a one |Indian since
| eavi ng Pittsburgh.

G DEON
Be grateful. That doesn’t nean
they’ re not out there.

Samant ha gl ances around into the grow ng darkness.

SAVANTHA
|"ve heard so many stories grow ng
up. Stories to keep you awake at
ni ght .

G DEON
The ponies will tell us if anything
cones cl ose.

SAVANTHA
Are they true?

G DEON
Sone. And sone are just plain
fabrication.

Samant ha shivers, rubbing her arns. G deon gets up and

retrieves a blanket fromtheir pack. He wal ks behind her
and gently places it around her shoul ders.
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G DEON
It’s going to be a cold night

The gesture surprises her. She huddles down, holding it
tight.

G DEON
You know, the best way to stay warm
is to have two peopl e huddl e
t oget her.

SAVANTHA
Toget her ?

G DEON
Unh huh. So they can share each
other’s warnth

Silence. G deon sighs, shakes his head. Then

SAVANTHA
You proni sed.

G DEON
And | keep ny prom ses.

Samant ha scans the countryside.

SAMANTHA
Ckay.

G deon gets up and cones to her side. He |ays down behind
her hol di ng her close and throws the bl anket around t hem
both. He cuddl es her head under his chin.

G DEON
Tel | nme about your nother.

The question catches her off guard.

SAMANTHA
What do you want to know?

G DEON
| remenber her a little. She
seened a gentle, yet strong wonman.

G deon feels her head nod.
SAMANTHA

She was the only thing inny life
t hat nade sense. She protected ne.
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G DEON
From your father?
Anot her nod.
SAMANTHA
| didn’t realize how nmuch until
grew up. He began to notice
me. | didn't totally understand,

but | could feel it wasn't right
and it scared ne.

G DEON
| remenber he | ooked like a
wonderful, |oving father.
SAVANTHA
That’ s what he wanted everyone to
see.
G DEON

How di d she die?

SAVANTHA
Last wi nter she devel oped a cough
and fever that woul dn’'t
stop. Father said it was God' s
j udgnent on her di sobedi ence.

G DEON
She was a good woman and deserved
better.

SAVANTHA

Not according to ny father.

G DEON
Your father was a fool.

A | ow chuckl e.

SAVANTHA
No argunents there.

A pause for several heartbeats.

SAVANTHA
G deon, do you |ike children?

G DEON
Sur e.
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SAVANTHA
So you woul dn’t m nd havi ng sone?

G DEON
That’ s what usually cones with
bei ng marri ed.

SAVANTHA
| want a baby - eventually. |
nmean, Em |y was so beauti ful

It’s Gdeon's turn to chuckle.
G DEON
Honey, when you' re ready, you can
have all the Emlys you want.
G deon snuggl es her closer until her breathing deepened into
sl eep.

I NT. CABIN - MORNI NG - 1831 (END FLASHBACK)

The THUMP of Bl ue junping on the bed, brings Samant ha out of
her sleep. Instead of her usual scolding, she rolls over
and places an armaround him He gives her a gentle lick
and crawls over to G deon’s side of the bed, laying his head
on the pillow

The gesture brings fresh tears to her eyes. Her voice
chokes.

SAMANTHA
| know, boy. | miss him too.
EXT. CABIN - SAME
Huddl ed in her coat against the norning chill, Samantha

shuffles to the barn, her lantern barely making a dent in
t he darkness. She opens the door and slips in.

| NT. BARN - SAME

She’s instantly greeted by WH NNl ES and COW BELLOAS. She
forks a large hel ping of prairie hay into each

trough. Wiile Rosie chews, Sanantha takes the stool and
bucket, puts themin place and begins m | Kking.

It doesn’t take long before a hind leg flies out and

Samantha is left staring at the overturned bucket and
splattered m K.
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SAVANTHA
Dang you, Rosie. I'mtired of your
shenanigans. |If you don’t stand
still, I'l'l nmake you regret it.
She picks up the bucket and begins again. It’s only a

second before she’s dodgi ng a hoof ained towards her.

SAMANTHA
That’s it. You ve done got ne nad.

Samant ha searches the barn until she find what she needs.

M NUTES LATER
Samantha mlks in perfect safety. Attached to Rosie s back

leg is a leather strap tied to her other leg with only a six
inch I'ine between.

EXT. BARN - EARLY MORNI NG

Samant ha huddl es against the chill as she | eads Rosie to
pasture. The gate is two split |ogs which Samant ha renoves
fromtheir post and lets fall. She |eads Rosie across and

rel eases her.

Repl acing the | ogs, she turns and stops. Across the neadow,
a profusion of blue wildflowers blanket the ground. She
pi cks one and gently touches the bl ossom

FLASHBACK - EXT. M NNESOTA - DAY - 1784

In a country that has only seen a handful of white nen,

G deon and Samantha travel at an easy pace. G deon’s eyes
catch a novenent. |In the distance, four figures ride into
view. He smles.

G DEON
Sam you're about to neet sone
friends of m ne. Don't be afraid.

SAVANTHA
If they' re your friends, why should
...

Four Dakotas ride up.
SAMANTHA ( CONT. )

(hesi tant)
Be afraid.
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The nmen are WSE FOX, RUN LI KE DEER, STAR SHOOTI NG ACRCSS
SKY, and DANCE IN RAIN, all in their twenties. Two ride
around Sanmant ha, curi ous.

The nmen speak in Dakota with subtitles:

W SE FOX
Look, he brought a woman for us.

DANCE | N RAIN
She’ s pretty.

He reaches out and picks up a piece of her hair.

DANCE I N RAIN (CONT.)
She has hair like a yellow fl ower.

Samant ha sl aps at his hand. He drops it, |aughing.
DANCE | N RAI N (CONT.)

And she has great spirit. How nuch
you want for her?

G DEON
She’s not for sale. She’'s nmy wfe.
SAVANTHA
(in English)
What are they saying?
G DEON
(in English)

They say you're very pretty. They
want to buy you.

RUN LI KE DEER
"1l give you three ponies.

SAMANTHA
You tell themthat if they touch
me, they’' Il regret it.

G deon grins.

G DEON
(i n Dakot a)
She says you are not strong enough
to be her husband. You will be

like a dog running with its tai
between its | egs.

The Dakot as whoop and | augh.
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W SE FOX
She will do well. We will wait and
see if you will run with your tai

bet ween your | egs.
The nmen turn their ponies and ride away.
SAVANTHA

| can’t believe they wanted to buy
me |

i ke some horse.
G DEON
It’s their way. It was quite a

conplinment. One offered three
poni es for you.

Fear subsi ded, Samantha enters the banter.

SAMANTHA
That’s all? |I'"mwrth at | east
five.

G DEON

| told them you woul d have them
running with their tails between
their | egs.

Samant ha | aughs.

SAMANTHA
|I’d like to see their village.

G DEON
"Il take you after we get you
settled. Conme on, the cabin is not
far away.

SANVANTHA
About ti ne.

EXT. CABIN - DAY
A tiny dilapidated | og cabin sits snuggl ed agai nst the woods
in a large neadow carpeted by wild blue flowers. To the

side, a rough-fenced corral holds a shaggy horse and pack
mul e.

Samant ha stops her horse, nouth open.

SAMANTHA
You can’t be serious?

G deon | ooks sheepi sh
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G DEON
Told you it wasn’t nuch

SAVANTHA
G deon Wl kes, if you want any
peace in this life, you'll build nme
anot her cabi n.

G DEON
Said | would. Looks like Crow is
her e.
(out | oud)
Hell o, in the cabin.

The door opens to reveal "CROW LaFLUER (50's), a Frenchman
nmore at home with the Dakota than his own people. A |long
rifle hangs | oosely over one arm

CROW
(heavy French accent)
Sal ut .

Pause as he sees who it is.

CROW ( CONT. )
Is that you, G deon? Were the
hel | have you been? Starting to
t hi nk you were dead.

G DEON
Wat ch your | anguage, Crow. | have
a lady with ne.
CROW
A woman? M apol ogi es
madenoi selle. | did not know.
SAVANTHA
Apol ogy accept ed.
G DEON
And that’s nadam Samantha is ny
wfe.
CROW
Felicitations. Come, | have sone
meat over the fire. W’II talk and
eat .

Crow goes back inside. G deon sees Samantha’s uncertainty.
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G DEON
He’s harmess. You' Il find that
nmost men out here will ogle a

pretty girl, then give their lives
to defend her.

SAMVANTHA
That’'s good to know.

G DEON
Il put the horses in the
corral. Go in and introduce

your sel f.

G deon strides away | eading the horses and | eavi ng Samant ha
on her own. She takes a deep breath, squares her shoul ders,
and steps forward.

| NT. CABIN - DAY

The inside | ooks worse than the outside; dirt floor, the
nost basic of rough-made furniture, the ceiling and walls
bl ack fromsoot. A knife and scraps of neat still sit on a
filthy table. Samantha stands at the door, gaping.

Crow i s busy checking a |arge chunk of meat spitted over the
fire. Sprinkling something over the top, he throws a gl ance
over his shoul der.

CROW
Sage and salt: two nmust have
ingredients for a flavorful neat.

As he speaks, he takes two vegetables fromthe table and
puts themin the coals.

CROW ( CONT.)
Squash. The Dakota have | earned
how to grow it and we trade fresh
meat for it. A good trade,
Bon? They don’t have to hunt as
much and we get veget abl es.

Samant ha steps gingerly inside.

SAMANTHA
Sounds |i ke a reasonabl e trade.

CROW
The Dakota can be very reasonabl e
if you deal with themfairly. Somne
of them are good friends.
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SAMANTHA
We net some on the way here.

Cr ow chuckl es.

She decides to sit on a chair at the table,

condi tion,

CROW
You need not tell ne. They tried
to purchase you. Am|l correct?

changes her m nd.

SAMANTHA
Yes, they did.

CROW
It’s your yellow hair. To them
that is a great - how do you say -
novelty. They love it.

SAVANTHA
G deon told them | would send them
running with their tails between
their |egs.

Crow | aughs out | oud.

CROW
Now they will surely want you. To
have great spirit is sonething they
respect.

52.

but seeing its

G deon cones in throwing their packs into a corner.

G DEON
You tal king about the Dakota we
saw?

CROW
Qui .

G DEON
It was Wse Fox and his
buddi es. They offered ne three
poni es for Sam

CROW
That is a high price. Wy you not
take it up?

Before Samantha's shock can turn into outrage,
one arm around her wai st and answers:

G deon wraps
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G DEON
Because | want to live to see
t onor r ow.

Samant ha rel axes - they’'re just joking.

G DEON
Got any cof fee nmade?

CROW
Qui. Help yourself.

W apping his hand in a rag, G deon pulls the coffee pot from
t he coal s.

CROW
(to Samant ha)
There are cups on the shelf by the
W ndow.

Samant ha fetches them w pes the insides with her skirt, and
gives themto G deon.

G DEON
You want some?
CROW
Qui, nerci. | have whiskey to put

inif you want sone.

G DEON
No, thanks. This is fine.

Samant ha throws G deon a surprised | ook but says
not hi ng. She takes the cup offered, sips, grinaces.

G DEON
You'll find frontier coffee is a
bit stronger than what you re used
to.

SAVANTHA

| don’t suppose you woul d have any
sugar or m |l k?

CROW
Pas, | amsorry. W have had no
need to purchase sugar and the
nearest cowis thirty mles away.

G DEON
| think there’'s still sonme sugar in
our pack. As soon as we're

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 54.

G DEON (cont’ d)
settled, I'll buy you a cow of your
own.

CROW
Do you plan on staying here?

Samant ha throws G deon a gl ance that he can’t mss while
di ggi ng in the pack.

G DEON
Only until | can build her a proper
cabin. In fact, | have the perfect

spot in mnd. Renenber the neadow
not far fromthe falls?

Crow s face |ights up.

CROW
Ah, | know the very one. An
excel l ent location. Mich gane,
wat er cl ose by, and well protected.
| may even help you build it.
(to Samant ha)

You will love it. Very
beautiful. Now, how about sone
di nner?

EVENI NG

A glow fromthe fireplace and one lantern on the table are
the only illumnation fighting against the fallen
darkness. Crow stands at the open door.

CROW
Bonne nuit little Samantha, | shal
see you in the norning. Have a

good ni ght.

He grins wolfishly, winks, throws on a fur hat and cl oses
t he door.

Samant ha bl ushes. Just as irritation turns into fear, she
gl ances at G deon who sits at the table reading his Bible,
totally clueless. Relief wars with hurt. She sighs and
begi ns to unbutton her dress.
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EXT. M NNESOTA COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

G deon, Samantha, and Crow ride their horses into a bright
green neadow dotted with oak, ash and maple. Sam gazes in
amazement .

SAVANTHA
lt's beautiful.

G deon smiles in anticipation.

G DEON
Let me show you sonet hi ng.

Crow stays behind as the two ride forward. Several yards
into the woods, the roar of rushing water can be heard. They
break through the trees to view a magnificent

waterfall. Samantha gasps.
G DEON
This is one of ny favorite places.
SAVANTHA
Crow was right, | love it.
G DEON

W' Il visit the Dakota village and
ask Silver WIf if they’d mnd we
bui l d here.

SAMVANTHA
Why ?

G DEON
| want to nmake sure this area isn’t
special to themor if 1'd be
rui ni ng good hunti ng.

SAVANTHA
You and Crow make t hem sound
normal, civilized.

G deon throws her an surprised gl ance.
G DEON

They are. Cone on, | need to talk
to Crow.
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EXT. DAKOTA VI LLAGE - DAY

G deon and Samantha ride slowy into the village. Around
them people stop to watch. Several nen raise their hands
in greeting, smling their friendship. They stop and

di snmount .

SILVER WOLF (50’ s) Chief of the Dakota, a warrior of w sdom
and honor, glides forward.

They speak in Dakota with subtitles.

SI LVER WOLF
Wel come. It has been a long tine
since we have seen you

G DEON
Thank you. 1’ve been east to see
ny famly. | received word ny

father died and | had to go and get
what he left for ne.

Silver Wl f nods in understandi ng.

SI LVER WOLF
It is sad when famly dies. W had
a hard journey back fromour w nter
canp and several did not meke it.

G DEON
That is sad to hear. Each passing
weakens a tri be.

SI LVER WOLF
That is true, but we are still
strong and many babi es have been
born this year

G DEON
That is good news.

SI LVER WOLF
| see you have brought a wonman

G DEON
This is Samantha, ny wife. She
does not speak your | anguage yet,
but | wll teach her.

SI LVER WOLF
To have a wfe is good. | w sh you
many children. Tell her she is
wel come. Cone, we will talk.
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Silver WIf leads themto a |large tepee in the mddle of the
vil | age.

| NT. TEPEE - DAY

Silver Wl f indicates sone furs for themto sit upon. His
wi fe, SING NG WATERS (50’s), joins them

G DEON
| cane today to introduce nmy wife
and to ask you a question.

Silver Wl f nods.

G DEON (CONT.)
| would like to build nmy wife a
cabin as is our custom | would
like to place it in the neadow near
where the river falls into the
pool. WII this be a problemfor
t he Dakot a?

Silver Wl f’s eyes shine with approval.

SI LVER WOLF
It is good you asked. It shows you
care about our ways. The land is
not sacred to us. Though the
hunting is good, there are other
pl aces we can go.

G DEON
Thank you. | hope to have it done
before the snow begins to
fall. Qur door will always be open

to the Dakot a.

SI LVER WOLF
Thank you. You and your wife are
wel come in our village. Singing
Waters and the ot her wonen can
teach your wife how to grow our
veget abl es and the skills needed to
live in this | and.

G DEON
It will be a great help to her, and
it eases ny heart to know that help
will be close by.

G deon stands signaling the end of their visit.
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I NT. CABIN - EARLY MORNI NG

A soft kiss on her cheek wakes Samantha from sl eep. G deon
is dressed and ready to | eave.

G DEON
"Il see you at sundown.

Getting up, Samantha wal ks around the room surveying the
mess. She smles to herself.

EXT. NEW CABI N - DAY

G deon and Crow | abor to cut down trees. To the side, Wse
Fox and his buddi es use hatchets to cut off small branches

fromthe fallen | ogs. However, when Runs Like Deer throws

one |ike a spear, a full-fledged spear fight ignites. The

nmen ignore them

EXT. CABIN - N GHT

G deon and Crow step through the door.

| NT. CABIN - SAME

And stop dead in their tracks. The place is
spotless. Everything is clean to a polish. Samantha cooks
a stew over the fireplace. She glances up.

SAMANTHA
W pe your shoes before you cone in.

G deon | ooks down to the dirt fl oor.

CROW
Sacre Bl eu!

EXT. COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

G deon | eads a blindfol ded Samant ha t hrough trees touched
golden with fall; horses’ hooves crunching on dry
| eaves. At the edge of the clearing, they stop.

G DEON
Ckay.

Samant ha pulls off the blindfold and behol ds her new

honme. Larger than the trapper’s cabin, it sits |ike a jewel
in a setting of trees and creek. Samantha sucks in her
breath. G deon kicks his horse forward.
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EXT. CABIN - SAME

On the porch, G deon opens the door for her. As she steps
forward, he picks her up. Wen she gazes at him he can’'t
hel p but kiss her. Before she can protest, he carries her
i nsi de.

| NT. CABIN - SAME

Samant ha | ooks around, nouth open. |It’s one roomwth a
fireplace and baking area on the back wall. Two shuttered
wi ndows | ook out over the porch. Above her head, a |oft
extends seven feet out. But nobst wonderful is the hardwood
floor. G deon notices her gaze.

G DEON
| figured you d |ike a real floor.

She can only nod.

G DEON
Do you like it?

SAMANTHA
It’s perfect.

G DEON
| need to nake the
furniture. Shouldn't take too
| ong.
Samant ha | ooks at him eyes glistening.

SAMANTHA
Thank you.

G deon smiles. WMaybe there’s sone hope for themafter all.

I NT. CABIN - DAY - 1831 (END FLASHBACK)

Samant ha touches a wall as though seeing it for the first
time. She | ooks around: the fireplace, the |oft above her
head, furniture - everything lovingly nade by G deon’s
hands.

SAMANTHA
Oh, Lord.

Her grief flows fresh froma heart still torn.
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SAME - AN HOUR LATER

Finishing a small neal, Samantha | ooks around. An
accumul ati on of unwashed di shes |ay scattered about. She
sighs and resigns herself. Picking up the water bucket, she
heads out si de.

EXT. CREEK - DAY

Getting the water is easy, hauling it is another thing. She
staggers under the weight. Holding the bucket in both
hands, she’s bent over, shuffling her feet. Every few feet
she has to stop and put it down.

SAVANTHA
G deon Wl kes, next tinme | see you
you had better be hiding behind an
angel .

She gl ances down at Bl ue wat chi ng her.

SAVANTHA
The | east you could do is help.

No answer.

| NT. CABIN - DAY

The bucket is now only half full while the rest adorns the
front of her dress. Pouring it into her dutch oven, she
sets it onthe fire to heat. A hand goes to the small of
her back; her knees al nost buckle. Reaching for wood, she
realizes the pile is nearly enpty. She sits on the floor.

SAVANTHA
Dang it, | told you I needed nore
wood.

EXT. CABIN - SAME

The wood pile outside is lowwith only a few logs to be
split. She picks up what she can carry and heads i nside.

| NT. CABIN - SAME

Di shes are washed, dried, and then placed neatly where they
bel ong. Wthout thinking, she w pes the shelf. Finished,
she turns, and then stops. Water and wood shavi ngs cover

the floor. Discarded clothes drape over chairs. The bed
sits unmade. She sighs.
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SAMANTHA
" mgetting ol d.

FLASHBACK - INT. CABIN - DAY - 1831

Samant ha neasures flour into a bow, continuously |ooking to
t he door in expectation. Her excitenent causes her to spil
sone onto the table and floor. She |ooks stricken.

SAMANTHA
Ch, no.

She wi pes off the table and then grabs a straw broomto
sweep. Unfortunately, the fine flour falls between the
boards where she can't reach it. She falls on her knees
with her towel and scrubs frantically.

G deon stonps in with nuddy boots and throws his jacket over
a chair. Samantha stops, horrified. She practically
Screans:

SAMANTHA
What are you doi ng?

G DEON
What ?

SAVANTHA

You’' re nmaki ng a ness.
He | ooks at the slight prints, not understandi ng.

G DEON
It’s not that bad.

SAVANTHA
Yes it is. You ve tracked nud
everywhere and your jacket needs to
go on the peg.

G DEON
Ckay.

He picks up the jacket and hangs it on the peg by the door.

SAVANTHA
And the nud? You ve ruined ny
floor.

G DEON

(getting angry)
"1l clean it up

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 62.

She stands up and confronts himto his face.

SAMANTHA
You' re not going to make this place
a pig sty like the other one.

G DEON
| said, I'lIl clean it up. |’ mnot
going to live in a house that |I’'m
afraid to get dirty.

SAMANTHA
Then | suggest you build a
barn. You'll be nore at hone
t here.

G DEON

Wman, if | nove out of this house,
it will be to soneplace far away
from you.

Samant ha stops. How did they get to this?

SAMVANTHA
A house has to be spotl ess.

G deon is totally confused.

G DEON
Why ?

She can't find an answer.

SAMVANTHA

Everybody knows that. It’'s the way

it is.

(cont’ d)

Says who?
SAVANTHA

Says. ..says...

The word she can’t say hangs over the roomlike a ghost. It

takes a nmonent, but G deon finally understands. He takes
her shoul ders.

G DEON

(gently)
X

Sam m not your father.
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She bites her bottomlip to hold back the tears. Seeing the
bow , G deon reaches over and grabs a handful of

flour. Taking Samantha’s hand in his, he pours the flour
into it.

Wth a forceful fling, she hurls the flour onto the table,
denol i shing the denons of her past. G deon smles and

m mcs her action. Wth a saucy smle, Sam grabs anot her
handful and flings it onto G deon's head. Wth a roar, he
scoops sonme up and a full-fledged flour fight begins.

When the flour is gone, G deon grabs Samantha by the arns

and ki sses her with a passion that she returns. Wen they
part, G deon reaches down and draws a little heart in the

flour on the table.

Samant ha draws an intersecting heart. She takes his arm and

draws himtowards the bed. His eyes question her. Her
smle is the only answer he needs. He follows her.

| NT. CABIN - DAY - 1831 (END FLASHBACK)

Sami s hand touches the place where the flour hearts were
drawn. She sits in the chair and | owers her head onto her
arns.

EXT. CABIN - DAY

Samantha tries to split wood with an ax. She’s | ost wei ght
and her hair is dirty and scraggly. Her strength is
failing, and the ax misses nore than it hits - and then

wi t hout nuch force. The wood flies across the yard. She
sees the small pile she’s accunul ated and throws her head
back in frustration. Picking up a few pieces, she shuffles
to the cabin.

| NT. CABIN - SAME

Droppi ng the wood by the fireplace, Samantha sits on a chair
for a nonent rubbing her back.

Blue trots in the open door licking his teeth. He plops
down.

SAVANTHA
So, where’s mne? Least you could
do is bring ne sone.

Bl ue decides not to answer. Samantha harrunphs.
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SAMANTHA
VWhich rem nds nme, |’ m out of
meat. |’Il have to go in the

nor ni ng.

EXT. COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

Samant ha stops her pony. Eyes ahead, she di snmounts and
treads quietly forward.

EXT. EDGE OF MEADOW - DAY

She crouches.

WHAT SHE SEES:
Several elk graze. Sone have calves at their sides.

Behi nd a screen of |eaves, she raises her rifle. Shifting
slightly, she sights down the gun.

FLASHBACK - TRANSI TION TO YEAR 1784

G deon crouches behind her adjusting the rifle
slightly. Samantha FI RES.

VWHAT THEY SEE
The elk flee. One young bull stunbles and falls.
Samant ha junps up, scream ng.
SAVANTHA
| got it, I got it. M first
kill.
A novenent catches G deon’s eye. Wse Fox and his friends
ride into view on a hill overlooking the neadow. He
waves. Samantha has already run forward towards the stag.
EXT. H LL ABOVE MEADOW - SAME
The nmen watch. They speak in Dakota with subtitles.
RUN LI KE DEER

He lets his wonan hunt |i ke a
warrior.
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W SE FOX
Their ways are not |ike ours. She
may have to hunt when he is away.

STAR SHOOTI NG ACROSS SKY
She hit it on the first try.

They wat ch Samant ha wal k towards the elk. Gdeon is fifty
feet behind her. Suddenly, Run Like Deer points to the
woods.

RUN LI KE DEER
Look.

A grizzly bear stalks out of the trees, it’s eyes on the
el k.

W SE FOX
(yelling to G deon)
VWat ch out.
EXT. MEADOW - SAME
G deon has seen it.
G DEON

Samant ha, stop

Samant ha sl ows down, but keeps wal king forward. She gl ances
over her shoul der.

SAMVANTHA
What ?

G DEON
Stop. It’s a bear.

Sam sees it and stops.

SAVANTHA
It’s huge.

G DEON
It’s a grizzly. He just wants the
elk. If you back up slowy, it
shoul d | eave you al one.

Samant ha | ooks at him i ncredul ous.
SANVANTHA

G deon WIlkes, I"'mnot letting that
bear get ny el k.
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G DEON
Sam that bear can tear you in
two. Now back away.

Samant ha watches it cone. She reloads her rifle.

SAMANTHA
We can chase it away. Cone and
hel p ne.

EXT. H LL ABOVE MEADOW - SAME
The Dakota watch in awe.

W SE FOX
Look, she’s standing up to the
bear .

RUN LI KE DEER
"1l pay himfive ponies.
EXT. MEADOW - SAME
The bear is alnost to the elk. Samantha stands before it,
rifle over her head, yelling. The grizzly stands on it’s
hind legs threatening with bared teeth. Samantha | owers her
arms and ains the rifle.

G deon is just behind her

G DEON
No, don’t. You'll only make it
mad.

SAMANTHA

| m shooting the ground in front of
it. Now help ne.

Just as the bear comes down, G deon reaches
Samant ha. G abbing her around the waist, he tosses her over
hi s shoul der, turns, and runs.

SAMANTHA
Dang it, G deon. Let ne down.
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EXT. H LL ABOVE MEADOW - SAME
Al four Dakota nen are hysterical.

STAR SHOOTI NG ACROSS SKY
Look, he’s running with his tai
bet ween his | egs.

That does it. They' re |laughing so hard, Dance In Rain’s
pony shies and dunps him running back towards the

village. Wse Fox pulls himup on his pony and they ride
after it.

EXT. MEADOW - SAME

The bear stops at the elKk.

EXT. WOODS - SAME

G deon drops Samantha on her feet. G abbing her by the
shoul ders, he shakes her.

G DEON
What were you doi ng?

Samant ha throws off his hands, pushing himback with the
rifle. He grabs it out of her hands, but it only adds fue
to her anger.

SAVANTHA
| told you. |If you weren’t such a
coward, we could have chased it

of f.

G deon i s incredul ous.

G DEON
If | had, we would be dead ri ght
Now.

SAVANTHA

You don’t know t hat.

Frustration balls his hands. He takes a step towards
her. Samantha steps back pulling her knife, placing i t
bet ween her and G deon.

Ast oni shnent, then understanding. G deon holds up both
hands, open. Slowy, he reaches forward and takes the
knife. He pulls a trenbling Samant ha cl ose, touching his
forehead to hers.
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G DEON
Don't ever scare ne |like that
agai n.

EXT. WOODS - DAY - 1831 (END FLASHBACK)

Samant ha | eads her pony back to the house, elk neat tied
onto it’s back.

FLASHBACK - |INT. CABIN - DAY - 1784
G deon inspects his traps. Samantha watches him uncertain

G DEON
Il stay closer than | normally
do. You have plenty of food and
supplies until 1 get back.

He clinbs the | adder to the | oft.

SAVANTHA
But what if sonething happens?

G DEON (O C.)
Not hi ng wi Il happen. Just keep the
fire burning and you' Il be fine.

SAMANTHA
But what if sonething does
happen? Maybe you can have Crow
| ook in on ne.

G deon clinbs down with supplies.

G DEON
Grow is gone with his own traps and
t he Dakota have left for their
wi nter canpgrounds in the south.

SAVANTHA
What if you don’t conme back?
He stops.
G DEON
"Il be gone a week. If | take
| onger, then go to the old cabin
and wait for Crow. | promse, |1l

set ny traps and cone right back.
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SAMVANTHA
| could always cl ean the cabin.

G DEON
Heaven hel p ne.

He | ooks at his pile and nods, satisfied.

G DEON
That should do it. How about we go
to bed and 1’'Il tell you good-bye

properly?

Samant ha takes his hand and allows himto pull her up.

EXT. WOODS - DAY

Three Ani shinabe warriors ride slowy through the

woods. Muffled in white and brown furs to match their
ponies’ colors, they are perfectly camafl aged. The |ead
warrior stops and points towards the ground.

WHAT THEY SEE
Fresh hoof prints indent the snow.

They tap their ponies and ride to the top of a ridge. From
above, they can clearly see a Dakota warrior riding
south. Ever silent, they ride ahead.

EXT. WOODS - DAY

The Dakota warrior rides unaware of the danger. Behind him
sits a six-year-old boy, alnost invisible, wapped in the
sane type of fur as his father.

A SHUSHI NG and THUNK. An arrow projects fromthe father’s
chest. He falls to the side, wapping his armaround his
son to hide him He speaks in Dakota with subtitles.

FATHER
Run. Hi de.

The boy is scared but well trained. He runs for the cover
of the woods as the three horsenen ride forward. The Dakota
draws his knife to keep their focus on hinself. The effort
is futile. The nmen laugh, kick the knife away, and draw
their own.
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EXT. WOODS - DAY

The boy watches as his father is killed. Fear takes over,
and he runs.

I NT. CABIN - MORNI NG - 1831 (END FLASHBACK)

Samant ha sl eeps deeply. From outside, a voice calls out:

VO CE (O C)
Hello in the cabin.

Blue lifts his head and whines. He stalks to the bed and
noses Samant ha. She reaches out and sl aps hi m away.

VO CE (O C.)
(cl oser)
Hello in the cabin

Samantha’ s eyes open. She gets up, pulls her dress on and
feels her hair. She's a nmess and doesn’t care. She picks
up her rifle and | ooks at Blue. His tail is wagging. She
puts it back.

EXT. CABIN - SAVE

A tall DAKOTA stands just off the porch. He is EAGE S CRY
(early 40’s)G deon’s and Samantha’ s surrogate son. He

wat ches the door open slightly and a snall gray head peek
out .

EAGLE S CRY
Littl e not her?

Wth a cry, Samantha throws the door open and runs out. She
hurls herself into his arns.

I NT. CABIN - FIFTEEN M NUTES LATER

Eagle’'s Cry sits at the table while Samant ha nakes tea.

SAVANTHA
Wasn’'t long before I saw his horse
carrying himback. | buried him

next to the baby.

Eagle’s Cry is in shock. He accepts the offered tea.
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EAGLE S CRY
What will you do now? You cannot
stay here al one.

SAVANTHA
" m not | eaving ny hone.

Eagle’s Cry starts to say sonething, but she cuts himoff.

SAVANTHA
| know | can stay at the vill age,
but I won’t. Everyone there is
wonderful, but it’s not ny
home. Anyway, |’d never meke it
when you travel south.

EAGLE' S CRY
| woul d hel p you.

SAMANTHA
| know you woul d, but ny answer is
still no. Anyway, what would | do
with the ani mal s?

EAGLE' S CRY
| ve heard beef is better than elk
or deer.

Sanmant ha sni ckers.
SAMANTHA

I f she tries to kick nme one nore
time, you may have a chance to find

out .

EAGLE S CRY
Peopl e are passing by in greater
nunbers heading west. |’msure

soneone woul d | ove to have a hone
al ready built.

SAVANTHA
They’' |l just have to wait until |I'm
dead. You can give it to whonever
you want then.

EAGLE' S CRY
But how will you nake it on your
own? When we return to our w nter
range, there will be no one here to
hel p you.
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SAVANTHA
|’ve had nearly fifty years to
| earn how to survive. | can stil
hunt and garden. [|’Ill be okay.

Eagle’s Cry sighs in resignation.

EAGLE S CRY
Then, what can | do?

SAMANTHA
| could use fire wood.

He gri naces.

EAGLE' S CRY
Not ny favorite chore.

SAMANTHA
You liked it as a little boy.

EAGLE' S CRY
Before | knew better. Wy can’'t
you just pick up dead wood |i ke we
do? It’s nmuch sinpler than cutting
down trees.

SAVANTHA
Because it burns too fast.

Eagle’s Cry stands up.

SAVANTHA ( CONT.)
The seasoned wood i s behind the
bar n.

EAGLE S CRY
| renmenber.

From t he wi ndow, Samant ha watches hi mwal k away. Her 1ips
give atiny smle, renmenbering.

FLASHBACK - TRANSI TION TO 1784

Samant ha stands at the w ndow wat ching the snow fall. She
pi cks up G deon’s Bible, sits, and reads for a nonent, then
puts it down. She goes back to the wi ndow. She nmakes a
decision. Putting on the winter boots and a heavy j acket,
she picks up her rifle and | eaves the cabin.
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EXT. COUNTRYSI DE - SAME

Anbling slowy, she glides between the trees.

EXT. COUNTRYSI DE - TH RTY M NUTES LATER

She’s deep in the woods and getting col der by the

m nute. She stops and | ooks around. It was a good wal k but
time to go hone. Turning, she takes a few steps before A
LOW CRY stops her. It’s faint, but definitely there. She

foll ows the sound.

EXT. COUNTRYSI DE - M NUTES LATER

A huge downed tree lays half covered in snow. It’'s well
rotted and partially hollow The sound emanates from
inside. She stalks the sound |like prey. Coser, it becones
nore distinctive - soneone is crying. She reaches the nouth
and | ooks i nside.

I NT. HOLLOW TREE - SAME

Only a dark shape can be distinguished. At the sight of
Samant ha, there is a cry of alarmand it squeezes tighter
into the tree.

EXT. HOLLOW TREE - SAME

SAVANTHA
Hel | 0?

Silence. Samantha can only hear rustling.

SAMANTHA
Hel | 0?

The shape shifts and the face of a YOUNG DAKOTA BOY is
reveal ed. He |ooks to be around six. Samantha puts down
the gun and sits on the ground.

SAMANTHA
| won’t hurt you.

To denonstrate, she raises her hands in a non-threatening
gesture. He’'s not nmoving. A wave of snow falls fromthe
tree above her and hits her on the head and neck. She
squeal s, flinging snow fromher head and neck. She brings
her Iong hair forward, shaking it free.
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A giggle echoes fromthe log. The boy crawls forward. His
hand reaches out to touch her hair and, in the process, he
| eaves his shelter.

Samantha smles gently.

SAMANTHA
Ate' ?

The boy shakes his head sadly.

SAMANTHA
In a?

He shakes his head agai n.
Sadness fills her eyes.

SAMANTHA
You poor thing.

She rises and puts out a hand to him

SANVANTHA
Cone.
He | ooks conf used.
SANVANTHA
|’msorry, | don’t know that word.

She puts his hand in hers and gently pulls.

SAVANTHA
Cone.

He foll ows.

I NT. CABIN - NI GHT

Samant ha hol ds the young boy snuggled in a blanket while
rocking gently in her chair. She sings softly.

FOOTSTEPS CLOWP over the porch boards just before the door
is thrown open and a huge, furry shape enters. An enpty
TRAP CLANKS to the floor. The boy screans, bursting out of
Sami s arns and runs to hide behind sone furniture. G deon
takes off his fur hat and the buffal o coat that made him

| ook twice his size. He stares at the boy.
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G DEON
Who' s that?

SAVANTHA
| found hima few days ago hiding
in the woods. | believe he said

his parents are dead.

G deon stands by the fire. He kneels to be |ess
threatening. They talk in Dakota wth subtitles.

G DEON
| won’t hurt you.

The boy peeks out. G deon | ooks at himclosely.

G DEON
Roari ng Waters?

The boy runs to himand throws his arnms around hi s neck,
sobbi ng.

G deon gently lifts the boy’s head.

G DEON
Wiy aren’t you with your famly?

ROARI NG WATERS
Mot her was sick and coul dn’t nake
the journey. Father and | stayed
behind with her.

He chokes up a nonent.

ROARI NG WATERS ( CONT. )
She di ed.

SAMANTHA
What happened?

G DEON
(to Samant ha)
Hi s nother was too sick to travel
south so he and his father stayed
behind with her. He says she died.

G DEON
(to Roaring Waters)
What happened to your father?

As Roaring Waters speaks, G deon transl ates.
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G DEON
He says that after his nother died,
t hey buried her and started south
to find the others. He was sitting
behind his father on the pony when
his father was hit by an arrow and
they both fell. H s father told
himto run and hide. He didn't
want to, but then he heard the
warriors comng and ran behind a
|l og. Several warriors cane. One
bent over his father with a
knife. He was afraid and he
ran. He hid inside the log for
several days. Wen you cane he was
afraid, but when he saw your hair,
he renenbered seeing you at the
vill age and knew you were a friend.

SAMANTHA
Poor t hi ng.

G DEON
(in Dakota with subtitles)
Tomorrow we will find your father
and bury himas a warrior next to
your nother. They are with Wakan
Tanka now.

The boy nods.

I NT. CABIN - AN HOUR LATER

Roaring Waters sl eeps snuggled in furs close to the
fire. At the table, G deon eats while he and Samant ha tal k
quietly.

SAVANTHA
Who woul d kill Roaring Water’s
fat her?

G DEON

The Dakota were not the first
peopl e here. There were severa
tribes that were pushed out when
they cane. More than likely it was
t he Ani shinabe. There' s been
skirm shes between the two for
years.
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SAMANTHA
| want to go with you tonorrow.

G deon sighs, thinking.

SAVANTHA
They’ re probably | ong gone, and
it’s inpossible to know where
they' Il be. | can’t hide in this
cabin forever.

G DEON
| know.

SAVANTHA
"1l do whatever you tell ne to.

G deon harrunphs.

EXT. COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

LI GHT MJSI C, NO SOUND

Roaring Waters rides behind G deon while Samantha’ s pony
pulls a travois. Soft snow falls when they reach the snal
gl ade where the boy’s father lay. An arrow shaft marks the
pl ace. Everyone disnounts. G deon takes a buffalo hide
and, while Samantha hol ds Roaring Waters cl ose, he pushes
the snow asi de and snaps the shaft off. Roaring Waters
breaks away and runs to his father. Falling to his knees,
he throws hinself over the body, crying. G deon picks him
up and places himinto Sanmantha’s arns. He rolls the body
onto the hide and waps it.

EXT. COUNTRYSI DE - GRAVE SI TE - DAY

G deon tosses out the last bit of dirt fromthe grave and
clinbs out. Samantha hol ds Roaring Water’s hand while

G deon pushes the body in.

EXT. COUNTRYSIDE - GRAVE SI TE - M NUTES LATER

The job is done. Two nounds | ay side-by-side. @G deon
stands on the other side of the boy.

RESTORE SOUND
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Quietly first, Roaring Waters begins singing a death
chant. G deon joins and the song gains nonmentumuntil it
fills the air. Overhead they hear a CRY. Above them a
circling EAGLE CALLS QUT

| NT. CABI N DAY

Samant ha and Roaring Waters sit together at the table. Sam
wites the al phabet with a piece of charcoal on a crude

sl ate of wood, speaking out each letter. The boy listens
carefully. To the side, G deon cuts and then braids thin

| engths of rawhide into a rope while quietly singing Amazing
G ace.

Sanmant ha ret ches.

SAMANTHA
Darn it, G deon, that stuff
stinks. Can’'t you take it outside?

G DEON
It’s about twenty degrees outside
with four foot of snow - no.

Samant ha retches again. She runs outside. Concerned,
G deon puts down the rawhide and stands to follow. She
returns just as he grabs their coats.

G DEON
Are you sick?

SAVANTHA
| don’t know. Everything | snell
makes nme want to be sick
especially in the nornings.

G DEON
Maybe you need to |ay down.

ROARI NG WATERS
(in English)
She not sick. She have baby.
Si mul t aneousl y

G DEON
VWhat ?

SAVANTHA
What ?
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ROARI NG WATERS
| see at village. Wnen get
sick. Few nonths |ater, baby
cones. And, her tummy bigger

SAVANTHA
No, it’s not.
G DEON
(sheepi sh)
Actual ly, | though you were just

putting on weight.

A snile_mﬁdens Samant ha’'s mouth as she realizes her dreans
are com ng true.

SAMANTHA
You sure?

G DEON
|’ m sure not an expert in this sort
of stuff, but all the signs point
toit. Wen was the last tine you
- you know.

Questioning | ook - huh? Realization.

SAMANTHA
A while. | forgot about it.

G DEON
Then that seals
it. Congratul ations, Ms. WIKkes.

She throws her arns around his neck with a little
squeal . Then retches.

SAVANTHA
You snell |ike the rawhide.

G DEON
The Dakota will be back in a couple
of nonths. The wonen will help

you. They’ ve been havi ng babi es
for centuries.

Roari ng Waters nods sagely.
ROARI NG WATERS
Wnen good at having babies. Mny

hel p. You see. They know pl ants
t hat stop sickness.
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SAMVANTHA
A lot of good that does me now.

G DEON
After trapping season, when | take
the furs to the trading post, 1’11
ask Jimy if he knows anyone
selling a mlk cow and maybe a few

chi ckens.

SAVANTHA
That woul d be heavenly: m |k, eggs,
cheese.

The t hought, once blissful, has her running for the door.

I NT. CABIN - DAY - 1831 (END FLASHBACK)

Eagle’'s Cry strides through the door and dunps the wood by
the firepl ace.

EAGLE S CRY
This shoul d keep you for a while.

He studi es her.

EAGLE S CRY
You al ways were a stubborn one.

SAVANTHA
It’s what’ s hel ped ne survive.

He shakes hi s head.

EAGLE S CRY
"1l be back to check on you.

SAVANTHA
Thank you. G deon was going to ask
you to take the furs with himto
the trading post. [If you want
them they’ re yours, and the traps
and gun, too.

EAGLE S CRY
I’l1 take them and bring the noney
back.

SAVANTHA
| won't need it.

Eagle’s Cry tightens his |ips. He ducks out the door.
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When the door closes, she steps to the w ndow.

WHAT SHE SEES

Eagle’s Cry walks to the grave beneath the oak tree. He
falls to his knees, bowi ng |ow, his shoul ders shuddering. A
few seconds | ater, he sits up. Samantha hears the chant of
the warrior’s death song. In a soft voice, she joins him

EXT. SIDE OF BARN - DAY

Samant ha hoes a | arge garden preparing it for
pl anti ng. Bl ue suddenly junps up, BARKI NG

SAMANTHA
Dang it, Blue, you ve scared the
pee out of ne.

Blue’s BARKS turn into SAVAGE GROALS. Warned, Samant ha gets
t he gun propped against the barn. She scans the area. She
hears the LOW GROAL before she sees a YOUNG GRI ZZLY striding
towards the corral fence. |Inside, the HORSES m || around,
NEI GH NG THEI R FEAR.  Samant ha mar ches forward.

SAVANTHA
| had to put up with your
grandf at her and your father, but
| m sure not putting up with you.

At her approach, the bear hesitates. He's still young and

i nexperienced. Samantha raises the R FLE and SHOOTS t he
ground right in front of him spraying himwith a shower of
dirt. Surprised, he turns and run, Blue close to his

tail. Samantha watches, satisfied. She heads to the house.

SAVANTHA
Now | have to change ny pants.
FLASHBACK - I NT. CABIN - EARLY MORNI NG - 1785

Samant ha’ s eyes are startled open by the sound of a LOUD
CRACK. She sits up showi ng off her nuch | arger stomach

G deon is placing wood on the fire, warm ng the cabin.

SAVANTHA
VWhat was that?
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G DEON
The creek. The ice is breaking up.

Samant ha groans and | ays back down. Roaring Waters cli nbs
down fromthe loft, junping past the last few rungs of the
| adder .

ROARI NG WATERS
That nmeans nmy famly wll return
soon.

She shoots back up.

SAVANTHA
But -
G DEON
- Sam he has to go back to his
vil | age.
SAVANTHA
Wy ?

Cl uel ess, Roaring Waters conti nues.

ROARI NG WATERS
| can’t wait to see Grandfather and
the others. The boys will be
j eal ous | can speak your | anguage.

SAVANTHA
No, he stays here with us.

The boys finally realizes sonething is wong.

ROARI NG WATERS

But | don't want to stay. | nust
go back to village.
G DEON

Samant ha, he’s not a stray puppy
you find and keep. He has a
famly.

Samantha is in tears.

SAVANTHA
W're his famly.

Roari ng Waters nods sagely.
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ROARI NG WATERS
| see this with wonen who have
babies. They cry all the tinme and
tal kK nonsense.

She’ s devastated by his rejection. G deon grabs the water
pail and hands it to the boy.

G DEON
Wiy don’t you get us sone water for
br eakf ast ?
The boy grabs the pail. Gdeon calls after him

G DEON
Be careful of the ice.

G deon strides to the bed and sits next to her

G DEON

Sam you have to | et him go.
SAMANTHA

| can’t, | love him
G DEON

| know you do, but so does his
famly, and with his parents gone,
he’s the only one they have

left. What if you lost a child and
soneone el se found hi mand kept

hi m

SAMANTHA
|"d gut themw th ny knife.

G deon chokes.

G DEON
Then you know how they woul d feel.

She wi pes her eyes.

SAMANTHA
He's not m ne.

G DEON
No.

He puts his hand on her stonach.
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G DEON (CONT.)
But this one is.

She | eans her head against his shoulder, a tiny smle on her
I'ips.

EXT. DAKOTA VI LLAGE - DAY

Much of the snow has nelted revealing a | andscape newy
awoken fromits sleep. On their ponies, G deon, Sanantha,
and Roaring Waters enter the Dakota village still in the
process of being constructed. SEVERAL MEN step

forward. @G deon reaches behind hi mand hel ps the boy down.

HUNTI NG WOLF (50’s), the boy’s grandfather, cries out and
runs forward. They collide in a huge enbrace. To the side,
a warrior pulls back the entrance of a tepee and speaks
inside. Silver WIf steps out. G deon and Sanmant ha

di snount .

A wail pierces the air. DEER IN MEADOW (50’ s), Roaring
Water’ s grandnot her runs forward and grabs hi mup. G deon
reaches over and takes Samant ha’ s hand.

Everyone - including Samantha - talks in Dakota with
subtitles.

SI LVER WOLF
W will hear what you would tel
us. Cone to ny tepee.

Hunting Wol f joins them

| NT. TEPEE - DAY

Si ngi ng Waters guides Samantha to a pile of furs while the
men sit around the fire.

SI NG NG WATERS
Wul d you |Iike sone hot tea to calm
your stomach?

SAVANTHA
Yes, please.

Si ngi ng Waters nods and | eaves.

Hunting Wbl f junps in before anyone can say anything.
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HUNTI NG WOLF
What of ny son and his wife?

G DEON
| amsorry, they are with Wakan
Tanka.

The man lowers his head, tears flowing. Singing Waters
returns, hands Samantha a "cup" and sits next to her.

SI LVER WOLF
Tel | us.

G DEON
My wi fe found Roaring Waters hi ding
inalog. | was trapping. She

brought hi m back to our hone and
cared for him She has taught him
to speak and wite our |anguage and
he has taught her Dakot a.

Silver WIf smles and nods.

HUNTI NG WOLF
But what of nmy son?

G DEON
Roaring Waters told us his nother
died fromsickness. As they were
riding to join you, his father was
struck by an arrow. As the boy
hid, several warriors cane and
killed your son. The boy ran away.

He pauses to let the man grieve.

G DEON (CONT.)
Wien | returned, we found himand
buried himnext to his
wife. Roaring Waters sang the
warrior death song. Hi's bravery so
i npressed Wakan Tanka that he sent
an eagle to cry across the sky.

Silver Wl f |eans back and whispers to his wife who gets up
and | eaves.

S| LVER WOLF
What you say grieves us deeply, yet
you bring us the joy of returning
Roaring Waters. From now on you
will be Friend of the Dakota to us.
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G DEON
| am honored, but it was Sanmant ha
who took care of him

Silver WIf gives a sly smle. Samantha watches him
cl osel y.

S| LVER WOLF
Your wife already has a great nane
anong us.

G DEON
Real | y?

S| LVER WOLF

She is known anong the young
warriors as Stands Up To Bear.

G deon chokes.

At that nonent, they are interrupted by Singing Waters
returning with Roaring Waters. The boy stands proud.

SI LVER WOLF
Friend of the Dakota has told us of
your bravery. Fromthis day on you
will have a new nane. We wll
honor you in the sane way as Wakan
Tanka. Your name shall be Eagle’s
Cry.

Eagle’'s Cry puffs out his chest. Then, he |ooks confused.
EAGLE' S CRY
Friend of the Dakota? Then he has
a new nanme too?
Silver WIf nods. Sanmantha can’t hel p herself.

SANVANTHA
Wait, he had a Dakota nanme?

EAGLE' S CRY
He not tell you?

Sam shakes her head.

EAGLE S CRY
Snel | s Li ke Beaver.

Samant ha breaks out |aughing. G deon groans.



EXT. DAKOTA VI LLAGE - DAY

Silver Wl

Silver Wl

When t hey
Samant ha.
fl ow ng.

The nmen briefly grasp hands.

f walks with themto the horses.

SI LVER WOLF
Be careful, the Anishinabe nay
return.

G DEON
If | see anything, I'Il let you
know.

SI LVER WOLF

| do not want war, but if they cone
back, we wll fight to protect our
peopl e.

G DEON
If you do go to fight, tell ne and
Il wll join ny rifle and knife with
your bows and | ances.

f nods his approval .

S| LVER WOLF
| notice your wife is with
child. | will send sonme of our

wonen to hel p her.

G DEON
Thank you, that would be a great
hel p.

87.

reach the horses, Eagle’'s Cy runs up and hugs

She kneel s down and hol ds hi m cl ose,

G DEON
He has grown cl ose to her
heart. She will mss him

SI LVER WOLF
He can cone and see her any tine he
wants. Thank you again for
bringi ng himback safely to us.

G DEON
Hey, don’t | get one too?

The boy runs over and hugs him

tears

G deon turns to Eagle's Cry.
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G DEON
(in English)
Silver Wl f says you can cone see
us any tine.

EAGLE' S CRY
I will.

G deon and Samant ha nount and ride away.

EXT. CABIN - DAY

G deon tightens the straps on the pack horse, it’s back
|aden with furs. Sanmantha stands on the porch watching.

G DEON
| hate | eaving you.
SAVANTHA
"1l be fine.

He finishes and joins her.

G DEON
Just be careful. Crow and the
wonen will come by often to check
on you.

SAVANTHA
Dont worry. I'’mstill nonths
away. | handled the winter, |I'm
sure | can handle this.

They hug and kiss passionately. G deon is reluctant to |et
her go.

G DEON

"1l be as quick as | can.
SAMANTHA

You can’t run a cow or

chickens. Take you tine, 1'Il be

her e.

He nods. Breaking away, he nounts his horse and | eaves.



89.

| NT. CABIN - DAY

Resting in her chair, Samantha strokes a baby cradl e that
G deon has nade for her. Her face is gentle and content,
smling at a future that prom ses joy. Fromthat place, a
baby’s lullaby flows from her heart.

EXT. CABIN - DAY

Spring is in full bloomwith a riot of flowers and new

| eaves on the trees. Samantha hardly sees it as she
struggles to carry a pail of water fromthe creek. She
screans as pain pierces her belly. Dropping to her knees,
she doubl es over and cl enches her stomach.

SAMVANTHA
No, no, no. Too soon.
Leaving the pail, she wobbles to her feet and staggers to
t he cabi n.

| NT. CABIN - DAY

| nsi de, she grabs a cloth and w pes her legs. The rag cones
away bl oody. G oaning, she |ooks around, trying to

thi nk. Suddenly pain rips through her. She doubl es

up. Raising her eyes, she gazes across the cabin to where
her gun rests against the wall.

Craw ing across the floor, she |leaves a bloody trail. Her
hand shakes as she grabs the rifle. 1t’s unloaded, and the
pouch dangles froma peg above her head. She can’t stand
up. It takes several tries, but, using the rifle barrel,
she’s able to push it off where it drops to the floor.
Loading the rifle, she sticks the barrel out the w ndow.

SAVANTHA
God, if you' re real

She FIRES THE RIFLE. The GUN CLATTERS to the floor as
Samant ha slides down into a haze of pain.
| NT. CABIN - LATER

CROW (O C.)
Hello in the cabin.

On the floor, Samant ha doesn’'t hear.

FOOTSTEPS THUD on the porch followed by a KNOCK on the
DOOR. A second passes by before the door slowy opens.
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CROW
Hel | 0?
Crow wal ks in. He | ooks around, first seeing the bl ood
trail, then followng it to its source.
CROW

Sacre Bl eul

He kneel s beside Samantha. Putting his hand on her chest,
he checks her heartbeat. He picks her up and carries her
out .

EXT. DAKOTA VI LLAGE - DAY

Crow s horse races into the village. Before it hardly
stops, he’s thrown his | eg over and dropped to the ground,
Samantha in his arnms. Men and wonen run to hel p. Singing
Waters pulls himto a tepee. He carries Samant ha i nsi de.

EXT. TEPEE - MOMENTS LATER

Crow paces outside. The flap flies open and Singing Waters
steps out. Crow throws her an anxious |ook. They speak in
Dakota with subtitles.

SI NG NG WATERS
She has | ost nuch bl ood and the
baby i s gone.
Crow bows his head in angui sh.

CROW
Is there anything I can do?

SI NG NG WATERS
Can you find Friend of the Dakotas?

Crow gazes to the south.

CROW
He’s gone to sell the furs, but I
know the way he goes. 1’'Il see if

| can catch him

Si ngi ng Waters nods and returns inside. Crowruns to his
horse and races away.
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| NT. TEPEE - DAY

Samant ha tosses in the throes of a fever. The wonen bring
water to bath her.

EXT. M NNESOTA COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

Crow races his horse unnercifully.

| NT. TEPEE - NI GHT

Samant ha t hrashes, hallucinating while Singing Waters fights
to have her drink sone |iquid.

EXT. M NNESOTA COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

G deon is on his way home. On the pack horse are several
crates of chickens. A young mlk cow follows, tied to the
pack.

In the distance, he sees a rider running his horse

hard. Crow stops beside himand they converse a

nonent. G deon throws the |ead rope to Crow and digs his
heel s into his horse.

| NT. TEPEE - DAY

She’s calmand sweating. The worst is over. Finally lucid,
she realizes the baby is gone. Searching the faces of the
wonen around her, she’s given her answer. Curling up into a
ball, she vents her grief.

EXT. DAKOTA VI LLAGE - DAY

G deon pulls to a stop. Several warriors conme to neet

him One points to a tepee.

| NT. TEPEE - DAY

Samant ha | ays on a bed of furs. She’s awake, but pale and
listless; her eyes puffy from crying.

Light flares fromthe entrance. She |ooks up to see the
sil houette of her husband. Her eyes glow with hope. @G deon
steps in and kneels next to her. Wth an angui shed cry, she
wraps her arns around his neck and sobs her broken heart.

It takes a few minutes before she’s able to speak.
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SAMANTHA
It’ s gone.

He hol ds her cl oser.

G DEON
Are you okay?

She nods.

G DEON
That’s all that matters.

She stiffens. Her hands ball into fists.

SAVANTHA
No.

G deon’ s confused.

G DEON
What ?

She pulls fromhis enbrace.

SAVANTHA

He mattered. The baby

mattered. |t was a boy.
G DEON

O course he did, | didn't nmean -
SAVANTHA

-1 lost him Don't you
under st and, he's dead.

G DEON
Samantha, it’s not your fault.

Her pain has turned to anger.
SAVANTHA
No, it’s not. [It’'s God' s
fault. He took him He took ny
baby. He takes everything.
Ast oni shnent sil ences G deon.

SAVANTHA
"1l never forgive him- never.
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G DEON

God didn't take your baby.
SAVANTHA

He gives and He takes away. Isn’'t

t hat what they say?

G DEON
What | know is that children are a
gift from God, and once He gives a
gift, He doesn’'t take it back.

She falls back into his enbrace.

SAMANTHA
Then where is He?

G deon hol ds her cl ose.

G DEON
He’'s right here. He’'s holding you.

EXT. TEPEE - MOMENTS LATER

G deon steps out. Eagle’'s Gy races to him wapping his
arms around his waist. G deon picks himup and holds him
tight. H's owm tears mimc the boy’'s. Silver WIf joins
them They speak Dakota with subtitles.

SI LVER WOLF
| am sorry.

G deon nods, too choked for words.

SI LVER WOLF
Singi ng Waters says she is stil
too weak to travel. She may stay

as |l ong as she desires.

G DEON
Thank you.

Silver Wl f grasps his shoulder in support. He ruffles the
boy’ s head, and then |leaves. Eagle’'s Cry lifts his
head. They speak in English.

EAGLE' S CRY

| will come and live with you. She
can be ny nother.
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G DEON
That is kind of you, but your
famly is here. They need you,
t 0o.

The boy thinks a nonent.

EAGLE' S CRY
But she can still be ny nother.

G deon’ s tears flow agai n.

G DEON
She woul d i ke that very much

EAGLE' S CRY
And that woul d make you ny father

He’ s undone. He kisses the boy’'s head. At that nonent,
Deer I n Meadow cones and takes himfrom G deon’ s arns,

j eal ousy blazing fromher eyes. She walks away with
him G deon watches t hem go.

Singi ng Waters steps forward and touches his arm They talk
in Dakota with subtitles.

G DEON
Thank you for taking care of her.

SI NG NG WATERS
It was close, but she will recover.

H s eyes are stricken.

G DEON
| should not have left her, but she
was not far along and I thought she
woul d be okay. | alnost killed
her.

SI NG NG WATERS
It was not your fault. Many wonen
| ose babi es.

G DEON
| shoul d have been there.

SI NG NG WATERS
What has happened, has
happened. She is going to need you
now nore than ever
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G DEON
Way? What’s wrong?

SI NG NG WATERS
Her mnd is sick with grief and
guilt. She will need your patience
and strength.

G DEON
But it wasn’t her fault.

SI NG NG WATERS
Just as it wasn’'t yours.

G deon nods.

G DEON
Wl she have nore chil dren?

SI NG NG WATERS
| don’t know. That is in the hands
of Wakan Tanka.

G DEON
| knew | shoul d not have brought
her out here.

He | ooks back toward the tepee.

G DEON (CONT.)
| just have to nmake sure she
doesn’t get pregnant again.

SI NG NG WATERS
You take much upon yourself. Be
careful that you do not do nore
harm t han good.

G DEON
VWhat can be nore harnful than
havi ng her die?

SI NG NG WATERS
You will do what you want, but
remenber to consider what Stands Up
To Bear wants, too.

95.
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| NT. CABIN - DAY

Samantha sits in her chair, listless, eyes unfocused as she
stares at the enpty baby cradle. 1In the background, she can
hear CHOPPI NG AND SAW NG, but that fades as chil dhood
menories return. Like ghosts fromher past, we see
phantasmal figures comng to life in front of her.

MEMORY FLASH - SAMANTHA' S BEDROOM - DAY

A young Samantha (5) sings a lullaby to a baby doll she
cradles in her arms. The door opens and her father enter.

SAMANTHA
Hel | o, daddy

FATHER
| need your doll

SAVANTHA
Why ?

FATHER
The church is collecting old toys
for the poor, and we nust do our

part.
SAVANTHA
But Mary is mne.
FATHER
Not anynore. Gve it to ne.
SAMANTHA
No, you can’'t have her. She’'s
m ne.
FATHER
Don't you dare say no to ne. |
said | want the doll. It won't be

said | didn't do nmy part.

They STRUGG.E for a nonent. The child cries in protest when
Mary is ripped from her arnms.

SAMANTHA
(in tears)
No. Please. Don’t take Mary.

She junps up and tries to grab her fromhis hand, but he
pushes her down.
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FATHER
You are a stubborn and di sobedi ent
child, Samant ha. "1l be back

later with nmy belt.

The father stonps out |eaving behind the sobs of a
heart br oken chil d.

| NT. CABIN - DAY

The i mage fades and Sanantha is | eft alone, once again, with
her enpty arns.

Qutside, the sounds of CHOPPI NG AND SAW NG abruptly cone to
an end. FOOTSTEPS THUWP on the porch and the door
opens. G deon wal ks in.

G DEON
The barn is al nost finished. And
| ook who's cone to visit.

Her eyes brighten for one nonent when Eagle’'s Cry steps in,
then return to their dullness. The boy's eager expression
wavers and drops.

EAGLE' S CRY
Mot her, are you okay?

Surprised, she throws G deon a questioning glance. His tone
carries a warning.

G DEON
He asked if you could be his
nother. | said you would |ike that
very much.

SAVANTHA

| f he wants to.
G deon’ s anger flares.

G DEON
(to Eagle’s Cry)
Way don’t you help Crow for a
nonent ? And, you can see our new
cow. Wen she’s had her calf, 111
teach you how to mlk her.

Eagle’s Cry knows he’s being excused. He tries not to |et
the hurt show.
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EAGLE' S CRY
kay.
(to Samant ha)
| hope you feel better.

He shuffl es out.

G DEON
What are you doi ng?

She opens her nmouth to answer, but he doesn’'t |et her.

G DEON
He cane all this way to see how you
were doing. He loves you enough to
call you nother, and you throw it
back in his face.

SAMANTHA
|"msorry. | just can't.

G DEON
| can’t possibly know how difficult
this has been for you, but you need
to find a way to break free of
this. I1t’s been nonths.

The tears, ever close to the surface, break out again

SAMANTHA
Why coul dn’t God have taken ne too?

Cut to the heart, G deon drops to his knees. He pulls
Samantha into his lap and sits with her on the floor. He
rocks her for a nonent.

G DEON
Because you're His gift to ne.

When she lifts her head, he kisses her tenderly. Wapping
her arms around him they hold each other tight.

EXT. BARN - MOMENTS LATER

The barn is finished except for the door. |In front, Crow
and Eagle’s Cry saw a |large plank although is easy to see

Crow is doing the work while the boy does his best to hold
on. G deon wal ks up just as the end piece falls off. He

pl aces his hand on the child s shoul der and points back to
t he house.
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Samant ha sits on the porch step waiting for him Eagle’'s
Cry runs back to her. After talking for a few nonents, the
boy throws his arns around her neck.

Wat ching fromthe barn, Crow asks:

CROW
She will be all right?

G DEON
Time will tell, but I think
so. This is a good start.

CROW
Bon. | have grown to care about
her .

G deon throws hima hard gl ance which Crow catches.

CROW
Li ke a sister.

G deon smil es and nods.

CROW
Wi ch is going to nmake ny | eaving
nore difficult.

G DEON
What do you nean?

CROW
| " m goi ng back to Canada. The war
is over, and I wish to see ny
fam |y again.

G DEON
It doesn’t have anything to do with
t he Ani shi nabe does it?

CROW
It could. 1 amnot a fighter. If
the two tribes are going to war, |
don’t want to be any where near
it. And, | mss ny famly.

G DEON
W’'re going to mss you. Wen are
you | eavi ng?

CROW
As soon as the barn is
fini shed. The warm weat her wil |
follow ne north - | hope.
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G deon nods sadly. Wen they continue working, he doesn’'t
seem so eager to get it done.

EXT. M NNESOTA COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

Ri ding his horse through the woods, Crow s eyes constantly
scan the area around him his rifle ready. He pulls up at

t he sudden outburst of a TURKEY'S GOBBLE. Sliding fromhis
horse, he slowy stal ks the sound. He doesn’t need to go far
when he freezes.

WHAT HE SEES:
A large tomw th a couple of hens.

Slowy raising his R FLE, he FIRES.

EXT. M NNESOTA COUNTRYSI DE - SAME

The grizzly rummages through a rotten | og, scavengi ng what
he can. At the BLAST of the GUN, he | ooks up, and then
chases the sound at a run.

EXT. M NNESOTA COUNTRYSI DE - SAME

Satisfied, Crow wal ks forward. The tomis a big

one. Gabbing its legs, he turns back towards his horse and
find hinself staring face-to-face wth the grizzly. The
SOUND OF THUNDERI NG HOOVES tells himhis horse is
high-tailing it for hone.

Slowy, he puts the turkey on the ground. Keeping his head
ducked, he carefully wal ks backwards away fromthe prize.
Wth a SATI SFI ED GRUNT, the BEAR picks up the turkey and

| eaves.

Trenbling, Crow watches it go. He |ooks down at the spot
bet ween his | egs.

CROW
Dam.

I NT. CABIN - AFTERNOON - 1831 ( END FLASHBACK)

Samant ha reads the Bible. Wat she once scoffed at has now
becone a confort to her. CQutside, the RUMBLE OF THUNDER
echoes foll owed by anxious NEIGHS fromthe PONIES. She
opens the door.
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WHAT SHE SEES:

To the west and through the trees, she can nake out a line
of bl ack clouds noving quickly. A LOUDER, STRONGER RUMBLE
vibrates the air. BLUE WH NES.

SAVATHA
Come on, Bl ue.

She runs first to the barn. Throwi ng open the door, she
di sappears inside and reenerges with a | ength of rope.

Hurrying across the yard to the pen where the ponies and
Rosi e are kept, she takes down the gate poles and wal ks to
Rosie allow ng the ponies to run out and into the barn on
their owmn. Rosie is another matter. She runs from

Samant ha.

SAMANTHA
Bl ue, watch the gate.

Bl ue positions hinself at the pen entrance. Wenever Rosie
cones near, he snarls and chases her away.

The WND WHI PS the trees into a frenzy while LI GATENI NG
FLASHES.

SAMANTHA
Rosi e, you stupid bovine. You ve
got the brains of a chipnunk.

Finally, she’s able to corner her and get the rope through
her halter. She |eads her out just as the first hail stones
hit the ground. They run.

| nsi de the barn, Samantha | eads Rosie to her stall. The

NO SE of the HAIL STONES is deafening. Rosie shakes her
head, dancing and trying to pull away. Soothing her doesn’t
wor k. Then, just outside the door, the SKY LIGHTS UP with a
SNAP AND CRASH OF THUNDER. ROSIE BELLOWS, swivel s and ki cks
out with her back leg striking Samantha in the hip.

Samant ha screans, crunbling to the ground.

FLASHBACK - INT. CABIN - EVENI NG - 1785

G deon banks the fire for the night while Samant ha tucks
away her nendi ng.

SAMVANTHA
|”mgoing to mss Crow.
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G DEON
He’s not so bad when you get to
know hi m

SAVANTHA

It was nice knowi ng there was
sonmeone cl ose bhy.

She stands, and with a saucy smle, puts her arnms around his
neck.

SAMANTHA
Now it’s just you and ne.

G deon stiffens.

SAMANTHA
What ?
G DEON
Sam
SAVANTHA
What ' s wr ong.
G DEON
This. W can’t do this. | nean -

| don’t want you hurt.

SAVANTHA
What are you tal king about? How am
| supposed to be hurt? Being hurt
woul d be not being able to be with

ny husband.
G DEON
What if having another baby kills
you? | can't live with that.
SAVANTHA

And | can’'t live with you deci ding
what’ s good for ne w thout giving
me any say in the matter. @G deon,

| want a baby. | want sonething to
hol d and | ove; sonething that is

m ne, that no one can take away.

Pl ease.

G DEON
| can’'t.
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SAMVANTHA
Yes You Can. You just won't
because you're a coward. It was

the sane with that dang
bear. You're afraid so you won’t
even try.

G DEON
That' s not true.

SAVANTHA
Then prove it. Gve ne a baby.

G DEON
Is that all | amto you?

SAMANTHA
So, you won’t.

G DEON
No.

She picks up the baby cradle.

SAMANTHA
| " m beggi ng you.

But G deon shakes hi s head.

She slings it down, SHATTERI NG pi eces of the wood. Broken,
everything is broken and she knows no way to fix it. She
fl ees the cabin.

EXT. DAKOTA VI LLAGE - DAY

A young Dakota warrior rides hard into the village. He
pulls up his pony outside Silver Wlf’'s tent. Silver WIf
energes. As they talk, he stiffens. Pointing to the

vill age, he gives instructions and re-enters the tepee.

Silver Wlf’s horse is brought by a young boy. Behind him
warriors gather on their ponies, agitation and worry in
every novenent. Silver WIf comes out, nounts, and they al
ride after the young warrior.

EXT. M NNESOTA COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

Silver Wl f stops themwhen the trees end on the shores of a
| arge creek. He points out four nmen and then indicates:
north, south, east, and west. They nod and each rides away
in adifferent direction.
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Leaving the shelter of the trees, the warriors ride onto the

rocky shore, ever watchful of anbush. It does not take |ong
to find what they are searching for. Two bodies riddles
with arrows, lie in the water.

One warrior sobs in anguish, throws hinself fromhis pony
and runs to a body. He pulls it up, his face a mask of
grief - but he dares not nmake a sound. He |ooks around,
hoping to find the killers.

Silver WIf gestures for the nmen to bring the bodies and
return to the forest

EXT. M NNESOTA COUNTRYSI DE - MOMENTS LATER

Silver WIf talks to a warrior next to him He speaks in
Dakota with subtitles.

SI LVER WOLF
G0, and tell Friend of the Dakotas
what has happened. Tell himto
come with his gun and knife as he
prom sed. And, he nust keep Stands
Up To Bear close to their dwelling.

The man nods and ri des away.

| NT. CABIN - DAY

Samant ha stands at the table kneading a |arge |lunp of bread
dough. Tight |ipped and angry, she picks it up and slans it
back onto the table punching it with all the energy of a
boxer. Wen the door opens and G deon enters, she ignores
hi m

After stacking the arnful of wood he just brought in, G deon
wal ks behi nd Samantha to give her a peck on the check. She
hal f turns and pushes hi m away.

SAVANTHA
You’' ve deci ded you don’'t want ne.

G DEON
| don’t want to | ose you.

She turns an angry |l ook to him accusing himwth her gaze.

He sighs and starts to the door.
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SAVANTHA
| " m going out to gather blueberries
when | finish here.

He nerely nods and wal ks out.

SAVANTHA
And | eave the door open.

I NT. CABIN - MOMENTS LATER

As Samant ha puts the dough into a cast iron pan, through the
door G deon can be seen fixing a fence post. He turns when
a Dakota warrior rides up to him They speak for a nonent,
and then the warrior rides away while G deon runs for the
house.

He flies into the house, grabbing his rifle, powder and
shot .

G DEON
Stay close to the house and don’t
| eave till | get back.

Wth no further explanation, he runs out the door. Furious,
Samant ha stonps to the DOOR and SLAMS it shut. A nonent

| ater, she hears hi m RI DE AWAY.

Samant ha paces back and forth, indecisive. Decision nmade,
she grabs her pail and | eaves.

EXT. M NNESOTA COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

The Dakota war party with G deon glides through the woods on
quiet, sure-footed ponies. A warrior in front points to a
spot on the ground.

WHAT HE SEES:

Hoof prints on a spot of soft dirt.

They kick their horses forward.

Suddenly, they stop, studying the ground. Their heads
swi vel westward. They speak in Dakota with subtitles.

SI LVER WOLF
They have turned west.
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W SE FOX
They head towards your cabin,
Friend of the Dakotas.

SI LVER WOLF
Go.

G deon kicks his pony into a full run, racing for home.

Silver Wlf points to two warriors.

S| LVER WOLF
Follow him W' 1l followthe
tracks. It could be they will |ead

sonewhere el se.

The two warriors race after G deon

EXT. CABIN - DAY

G deon pulls to a stop in front of the cabin, |eaps off the
pony and races inside. A second |later, he reenerges. He
screans his fear to the enpty yard.

G DEON
Samant ha!
All is silent. He runs to the barn - nothing. Renobunting
his pony, he races away. The two warriors enmerge just in
time to watch himleave and they foll ow

EXT. M NNESOTA COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

G deon knows his wi fe; he knows where she went. Racing for
t he bl ueberry patch, he has eyes for nothing else. He
doesn’t see the two Ani shinabe warriors a ways off the
trail, but they see himand give chase. The two Dakota
warriors are just in tinme to intercept and they close in
battle. G deon races on, unsuspecting.

EXT. M NNESOTA COUNTRYSI DE - MOMVENTS LATER

Samant ha i s backed into a deep entangl enent of brush and
trees. She has no where to go. Pacing slowy towards her
is an ANl SHI NABE WARRI OR, hatred burning in his

eyes. Bloody scratches on his face shows he has al ready
tangled with this woman once. He’s being a bit nore
cautious. Behind him two WARRIORS hurl insults and

| aught er.
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Samantha is just as angry as he is. She holds the knife in
her hand forward, daring himto cone closer. He feigns with
his | eft hand, hoping to draw her hand away, but she sl ashes
close to his chest forcing himto retreat a step. Respect
dances in his eyes. He smles.

An insult fromhis friend wipes the smle away. He studies
her. Wth speed Samantha can’t match, he rushes

forward. He grabs the wist with the knife and tw sts

it. Samantha screans and her hand opens. A strong backhand
on her face sends her to the ground. The warrior stands
over her, knife in hand.

H s plans are interrupted by the BLAST of a RIFLE. One

onl ooking warrior twist and falls to the ground. The other
pull's his knife and runs to neet G deon. Rifle spent,

G deon reverses it and uses it as a club which he sw ngs
with all the strength of an angry, protective husband. Wen
the rifle breaks, G deon pulls his knife and finishes the

j ob.

The final warrior and G deon face off. Samantha staggers to
her feet.

G DEON
Samant ha, | need you to run.

SAVANTHA
" m not | eavi ng you.

G DEON
For once in your life, woman, do
what | tell you. Now Run

The warrior lets her go. He's anticipating the fight.

Evenly matched, the fight begins cautions, but soon turns
violent. Still, it doesn’t take long for the warrior’s

bl ade to penetrate G deon’s side. He falls close to the

bl ueberry bushes. The warrior smles. But, again, his
plans are thwarted, this tinme by a BELLON NG ROAR. He turns
and finds hinself face-to-face with a huge GRI ZZLY.

On the ground, G deon rolls as far under the bushes as he
can get.

The bear, unable to find the neat the rifle blast prom sed,
turns his anger on the man in front of him The snell of
bl ood encourages the attack. The warrior neets the bear
wth his own war cry.

G deon wat ches fromthe bushes until it is over. Having
killed his opponent, the bear’s anger is spent and he wal ks
of f.
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G deon craw s out, in pain and bl eeding badly. He |oses

consci ousness just as the Dakota warriors arrive, one
beari ng Samant ha behi nd hi m

| NT. DAKOTA VI LLAGE - TEPEE - N GHT

G deon is pale, his breathing shallow. Singing Waters feels

his forehead. Samantha sits curled up a few feet away.
speak in Dakota with subtitles.

SAMVANTHA
He’s going to live, isn't he?

Si nging Waters sighs. She gives Samantha a stern | ook.

SI NG NG WATERS
| don’t know. The knife hit his

bone, but it still went deep.
SAVANTHA
What will | do if he dies?

Anger tinges Singing Waters’ reply.

SI NG NG WATERS
Shoul d you not be praying to Wankan
Tanka for himto live than be so
worried about yourself?

SAVANTHA
He didn't tell me why | had to stay
at the cabin. He just told ne.

SI NG NG WATERS
And you were rebellious and |eft
anyway.

SAVANTHA
| was angry.

S| NG NG WATERS
You are stubborn and willful. Even
if you were angry, you should have
trusted your husband.

The truth crunbl es Samant ha’s defenses. Tears begin to
form

SAMANTHA
|”m afrai d.

Si ngi ng Waters’ anger relents.

They

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 109.

SI NG NG WATERS
Go and pray. Mybe He will hear
you and send heal i ng.

Samant ha slinks out of the tepee.

EXT. TEPEE - MOMVENTS LATER

To the side, Silver WIf softly chants a prayer. 1In the

di stance she spies Eagle’s Cry with his grandnother. He
starts to run to her, but Deer In Meadow grabs himand pulls
hi m down besi de her. As she wal ks through the village
everyone | ooks at her with either synpathy or anger. She
heads for a |arge boulder that sits at the edge of the
vil | age.

EXT. EDCGE OF VILLAGE - MOMVENTS LATER

She scoots onto the rock, surveying the village. No one
seens to see her or care. She's a nere dot in a vast,
[imtless | andscape. Alone - and scared. She holds herself
tight, rocking lightly.

Inside, a shift occurs. She gazes to heaven, eyes
gl i stening.

SAMANTHA
God, are you real?

A brief pause, then a small wind stirs, rustling her
hair. She gasps. For a nmonment she is still, eyes closed,
and then she breaks down into deep sobs.
SAVANTHA
Pl ease hel p ne.

I NT. BARN - NI GHT - YEAR 1831 ( END FLASHBACK)

Samantha | ays on the floor of the barn. The dark night
softened by a bit of noonlight beam ng through the door.

She tries to get up, but a stab of pain forces a screamfrom
her mouth and she falls back down. Blue whines, nestling
his muzzle on her chest. She places a hand on his head.

SAMANTHA
Looks like | got nyself into a ness
this time, boy. 1 always said

Rosi e woul d be the death of ne, but
| didn't really nean it.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 110.

Carefully, she rolls on her side. Dragging her injured |eg,
she slowy crawls, gritting her teeth against the
pain. Blue stands a few feet away, watching.

SAVANTHA
The | east you could do is go get
hel p. Blue, Eagle’s Cry - go.

He perks his ears.

SAVANTHA
Get Eagle’s Cry - go.

Bl ue whi nes, | ooks over his shoulder, and then trots out the
door .

SAMANTHA
Vell, 1'll be. Gdeon kept tellin
me he's smarter than | thought.

However, a glance out the barn door shows Bl ue standing,
wat chi ng her.

SANVANTHA
Ch, wel |.

As Samant ha continues to crawl, Blue trots away. She
doesn’t get very far before the pain becones too severe and
she has to stop and rest. She |ooks to see how far she
traveled. Barely five feet. She drops down on her back.

SAMANTHA
Lord, | can’'t do this. ["1l never
make it.

Staring out into the night sky, she softly sings Amazing
G ace.

| NT. BARN - MORNI NG

The feel of a cold nose pushing her cheek barely registers
in Samant ha’s consci ousness. The wet tongue, however,
shocks her awake. She opens her eyes to find Blue cuddl ed
agai nst her side in an instinctive attenpt to confort her

Inside her stall, Rosie bellows to be fed and m |l ked. The
poni es, however, have already left to graze.

SAVANTHA
Bl ue, take her out so she’'ll shut

up.
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Rel uctant, but obedient, Blue trots to where Rosie stands,
waiting. Planting hinself in front of her, HE SNARLS
show ng his teeth. A stupid bovine to the end, she | owers
her head to sniff him He snaps. Her head shoots up with a
BELLOW and she stunbl es several feet back. Blue foll ows,
GROMALI NG and SNAPPI NG. He drives her backwards until she
turns and trots out the barn door. Blue returns to his

pl ace next to Samantha. On one el bow, she ruffles his coat.

SAVANTHA
Good boy. Now, think you can nake
sone breakfast?

EAGLE' S CRY (O. C.)
Hel | 0?

Bl ue runs out al nost knocki ng Samant ha si deways.

SANMANTHA
I n here.

Eagle’s Cry runs in, kneeling at Samantha’ s si de.

EAGLE' S CRY
What happened?

SAVANTHA
Rosi e kicked ne on the hip
yesterday during the storm | was
trying to bring her in.

While he tal ks, Eagle’s Cry runs his hand over her thigh
area pressing gently.

EAGLE S CRY
| knew we shoul d have cooked
her. Were is she now?

SAVANTHA
| had Bl ue chase her out.

He touches her hip and she screans in pain.

EAGLE S CRY
| think the bone is broken here.

He ponders for a nonent.

EAGLE' S CRY
You can’t nmake it to the
village. 1'mgoing to carry you to
the cabin. Then, 1'Il ride back

and get Wse of Heart.
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Eagle’s Cry scoots his hands beneath her. Samant ha screans
as he gently lifts. The walk to the cabin is torture, every
step a stab of pain.

| NT. CABIN - SAME

Eagle’'s Cry kicks the half open door and shuffles in with
his burden. He places Samantha as gently as he can on her
bed. Even so, the tears are stream ng from her eyes.

EAGLE' S CRY
Anyt hi ng you need before | |eave?

SAMANTHA
Can you get ne sone water?

He conplies returning with a small tin cup which she
grateful ly takes.

EAGLE' S CRY
Il be as quick as | can.

He | eaves and Samant ha hears the sound of his PONY'S HOOVES
drift into the distance.

AN HOUR LATER

Samantha is slow to wake up when Eagle’s Cy walks in with
W SE OF HEART (50’s). The nedicine wonan sits on the bed
and feels Samantha’s forehead. They speak in Dakota wth
subtitles.

W SE OF HEART
How | ong has she been |ike this?

EAGLE' S CRY
She seened all right when | left.

W SE OF HEART

The fever is starting. | got here
just in tinme. How long was she
out si de?

EAGLE S CRY

Since the storm yesterday. She
was bringing the cowin and it
ki cked her.

W se of Heart nods.
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W SE OF HEART
Can you make a fire and heat sone

wat er ?
Samant ha becones nore lucid. She opens her eyes and smles
at her visitor. But her mind is still not fully functional.
SAVANTHA
(i n English)
Wse of Heart, it is good to see
you.

The Dakota woman gl ances at Eagle’'s Cry.

EAGLE' S CRY
She said she was glad to see you.

She snil es.

W SE OF HEART
As | am of you, Stands Up To
Bear. So, did you teach that cow a
| esson?

Samant ha snorts, grimces wth pain.

SAVANTHA
(i n Dakot a)
Bl ue chased her out of the
barn. Serves her right.

W SE OF HEART
As soon as your son warns the
water, 1’1l given you sonmething to
ease the pain and fight the fever.

Samantha’ s eyes bore into the Dakota woman’s, demandi ng
honesty.

SAMANTHA
WIIl | ever wal k agai n?

The answer pains her.

W SE OF HEART
No.

The clatter of a cup startles themboth. They had forgotten

Eagle’s Cry. His face is stricken, the cup and water
spilled onto the floor. He knows what this neans.
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EAGLE' S CRY
There nmust be sonething. ..

W se of Heart shakes her head.

W SE OF HEART
A d bones do not mend, especially
ones that hold the body up.

Her voice breaks. She waves her hand, hiding her enotion
behi nd nock anger.

W SE OF HEART ( CONT.)
Now, get sone nore water

Eagle’s Cry obeys.

SANVANTHA
| don't want to live like this.

W SE OF HEART
| know. The powder | give you wll
help with the pain, but your days
are in the hands of Wakan Tanka.

Eagle’s Cry hands her the water. She takes a pouch from her
side and pours a little powder into it. Stirring it with
her finger, she hands it to Samant ha.

W SE OF HEART
It is bitter. Honey can be added
if you wi sh.

Samant ha takes the cup, sips, grinaces.

SAVANTHA
(in English)
That’ s awf ul .

EAGLE' S CRY
She says. ..

Wse of Heart waves her hand to silence him

W SE OF HEART
| know when sonet hing tastes bad.

She wobbl es to her feet.
W SE OF HEART
| wll conme again

tonorrow. Hopefully, there will
not be nuch fever.
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SAVANTHA
Thank you.

The Dakota woman nods and shuffl es towards the door.

W SE OF HEART
| think | could use sone of that
powder nyself.

EAGLE' S CRY
| will take her back to the village
and return.

Samant ha nods weakly.

EXT. CABIN - SAME

W SE OF HEART
You will stay with her?

EAGLE' S CRY
| won't | eave her.

Wse of Heart pats his arm

W SE OF HEART
You’' ve grown into a fine man.

EAGLE S CRY
How | ong?

W SE OF HEART
She was fairly strong, but she was
al so outside, on the ground and
cold for a full night. But that is
not what matters.

EAGLE' S CRY
Then, what ?

W SE OF HEART
Her heart. Her desire to live. |
have seen others who did not have
the injuries she has die sinply
because they wanted to.

The fear in Eagle’s Cy’'s eyes inflect into his voice.
EAGLE' S CRY

But she’s strong, and she’s
st ubbor n.
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W SE OF HEART
And she’s just |lost the man she
| oves and her ability to wal k.

Eagle’'s Cry picks her up and gently places her on his pony’s
back. She reaches down and places a hand on his shoul der.

W SE OF HEART
Son, consider. Wuld you want to
live like that?

He ducks his head. Wen he raises it, tears are trickling
down his cheeks. He shakes his head.

W se of Heart nods once and scoots so that he can junp up
behind her. Eagle’'s Cy turns the pony’'s head and kicks it
into a canter.

FLASHBACK - INT. TEPEE - NI GHT - 1785

The dimlight of a dying fire gives Samantha' s face a rosy
gl ow. She should be asl eep, but instead, she watches

G deon, waiting for any novenent, any sign that he wll

live. But her eyes are heavy. They fall of their own
accord until she forces themto reopen. Open - close - open
- close. Cosed. Her breathing deepens.

A | ow npban snaps her awake. Her eyes open and she stares
into Gdeon’s: warmand loving. He smles. She crawms to
his side. He lifts the edge of his fur and gathers her into
his bed. GCently, she kisses him tears stream ng down her
face. The kiss is broken by a sob. He shushes her.

SAVANTHA
| mso sorry.

G DEON
It s okay.

SAMANTHA
No, it’'s not. | did this. You
al nost di ed.

G DEON
But | didn't.

SAMANTHA

You coul d have. How did you know
where to find ne.
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G DEON
You told nme where you were going.
SAVANTHA
After you told ne not to.
G DEON
Si nce when have you ever |istened
to me?
SAVANTHA

|’ mgoing to go out and shoot that
bear anything he wants to eat.

G deon chuckl es, then w nces.

G DEON

Don't talk like that, it hurts.
SAMANTHA

Wiy did you do it?
G DEON

Because that’'s what | ove does.
SAMANTHA

Even after...?
G DEON

Even then. | |ove you Sanant ha

W kes, stubbornness and all.

EXT. DAKOTA VI LLAGE - DAY

G deon and Samantha trod slowy through the village. His
armis around her shoul der as she struggles to take sone of
hi s wei ght.

G DEON
| think "Il try to make it hone
tonorrow. You brought ny pony
didn’t you?

Samant ha nods.
SAMANTHA
Sone of the nmen went out and found
t hem

Pause
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SAVANTHA
| haven’t done well, have |?

G deon | ooks surpri sed.

G deon poi

They settl

G DEON
Says who?

SAMANTHA
It doesn’t matter. The fact
| " ve been rebellious and willf
and it alnost got you killed.

S,
ul ,

G DEON
The only thing |I’ve asked is that
you trust ne.

SAMANTHA
l"msorry, 1"l try to do better

nts to sone | arge rocks.

G DEON
Lets sit down, ny side hurts.

e thensel ves. G deon thinks a nonent.

G DEON
When | was a boy, we had a
beautiful two-year-old filly. She
was feisty, yet sweet and
l oving. One day, a man cane whom
nmy father wanted to sell horses
to. Wen he heard who the filly’s
sire was, he told ny dad that that
horse al ways threw nean
of fspring. Father protested, and
to prove his point, the nman went
into her stall and put a rope on
her halter. Then, he started
jerking it, hard.

SAMANTHA
Wy ?

G DEON
As | said, to prove his point. O
course, the filly started rearing
and pitching around the stall, and
when she did that, the man said,
"See, there it is." By the tine ny
father was able to stop him the
damage had been done.
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SAMANTHA
She changed.

G DEON
Yea. She never turned mean, but
she was no | onger the sweet girl we
rai sed. Her trust had been broken.

Samant ha’ s next question carries a doubl e nmeani ng.

SAMANTHA
Did she ever recover?

G deon snil es.

G DEON
My father was a patient man. He
never forced her to give nore than
she was abl e, and every day he
spent tinme giving her his
| ove. And, yes, eventually she
forgot her trauma and cane back to
us.

SAMANTHA
| love that story.

G deon puts his arns around her

G DEON
So do I. And God has taught ne a
powerful |esson. W are in H's
hands. | was trying to make H s
decisions and I'"msorry. [If you
want a baby, then we’'ll do
everything we can to get you one.
SAVANTHA
Thank you.

I NT. CABIN - N GHT - 1831 (END FLASHBACK)

Eagle’s Cry sits at the table inspecting the traps and furs
t hat now belong to him He thinks Samantha is asl eep, then:

SAVANTHA
You can say it now.

EAGLE S CRY
Say what ?
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SAVANTHA
If I had listened to you, |
wouldn’t be in this ness.

EAGLE' S CRY
Sayi ng sonething after it happens
is like blowing on cold wood after
the fire has gone out. Al you're
doing is blowing out air.

Samant ha gi ggl es.

Samant ha i

SAMANTHA
G deon taught you that, didn't he?

EAGLE' S CRY
| think if was after he told you
not to ride that hal f-taned pony
and you ended up wal ki ng hone.

s silent a nonent, pensive.

SAMVANTHA
Al he wanted was a Godly w fe.

EAGLE' S CRY
And what he got was a redeened one.

SAMANTHA
| think I could have saved nyself a
ot of msery if I'd just |istened
a bit nore.

EAGLE' S CRY
Now, | know you’'re hurting.

SAVANTHA
No, it’s an old woman at the end of
her days | ooki ng back at the good

and bad. | gave hima | ot of
troubl e.
EAGLE' S CRY
He | oved every day of it.
SAVANTHA
Liar. | was so busy pursuing what

| thought I wanted, that | al nost
m ssed what was right in front of
ne.
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EAGLE' S CRY
He | oved you. What you did never
changed that. He gave ne a good
exanple for ny own marri age.

SAVANTHA
Treat her well. WIIl you bring
t hem over to say good- bye?

He nods, his throat choking up.

Samantha tries to shift positions and nmews in pain. BLUE
lifts his head and WH NES.

SAVANTHA
Take care of him wll you?

EAGLE S CRY
O course. You want to try and eat
somet hi ng now?

SAVANTHA
No, I’mnot hungry. | think ||
try to sleep a little.

EAGLE' S CRY
Good ni ght.

Eagle’s Cry watches her, dismayed at how nuch ol der she

| ooks after such a short tine. She's like a shell of her
former self. Rising, he takes G deon’s old buffal o coat,
throws it on the floor, and | ays down next to Bl ue.

| NT. CABIN - HOURS LATER

Samantha (17) wakens to the door opening. G deon strides in.

G DEON
Still in bed? Come on, there's
sonmething | want to show you.
SAVANTHA
What ?
G DEON
Nope. It’s a surprise.
SAVANTHA

You know | hate surprises.

He grins big.
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G DEON
You'll |ove this one.

G unbling, she throws the covers off and gets up.

SAMVANTHA
This had better be good.

Unrepentant, G deon takes her hand and | eads her to the
door. Behind them Blue lifts his head. G deon opens the
door and the cabin is flooded with |ight.

SANVANTHA
lt's beautiful.

G deon smles broadly and pulls her forward.

She hesitates, glancing back at the figure of Eagle’'s Cry
sl eepi ng peacefully and the shell of an old woman in the
bed. Blue thunps his tail

SAMANTHA
Take care of him Bl ue.

Setting her face forward, she follows her husband into
eternity

EXT. M NNESOTA COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

A covered wagon pulled by two powerful draft horses, slowy
runbl es over the prairie grass. At the reins a YOUNG MAN
(20’s) and his WFE struggl e agai nst the constant tossing as
the wheels dip first in one direction, then in another.

He pulls his teamto a stop when a Dakota warrior suddenly
appears at the top of the next rise. He pulls out the gun
sitting just behind him He cocks it, waiting.

The Dakota rides slowy forward, both hands up.
MAN
Mary, get in the back with the
chi | dren.
Wt hout hesitation, she obeys. He hears small voi ces.

CH LD (O C)
What is it, Mana. Wiy are we

st oppi ng.
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MARY (O C.)
It’ s okay, honey.

The warrior stops just in front of the team
EAGLE' S CRY

My nane is Eagle’s Cry. | did not
cone to bring trouble, but to help

you.
MAN
Hel p us how?
EAGLE S CRY
Are you | ooking for a place to
[ive?
MAN
We m ght be.
EAGLE' S CRY

Then conme with me, There is a cabin
not far from here.

The woman peeks her head over her husband’ s shoul der.

MARY
How can we trust hinf

MAN
| said, get back. Don’t show
your sel ves.

She ducks back down.

MAN
How do | know I can trust you?

EAGLE S CRY
| f you al ready knew, you woul dn’t
need trust. Doesn’'t the Bible say,
faith is the evidence of things not
seen?

VAN
You know t he Bi bl e?

EAGLE' S CRY
| read it every night.

MAN
But do you believe it.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 124.

EAGLE S CRY
Wth nmy whole heart.

The nman cones to a deci sion.

VAN
Very well. But ride close because
"1l have ny gun trained on you.

Eagle’'s Cry turns his pony and wal ks back the way he
came. The wagon slowy follows.

EXT. CABIN - DAY

MARY
lt’'s beautiful.

Both are staring in wonder at the cabin and barn sitting at
the edge of a neadow like a picture in a book. Eagle's Cvy
turns his pony back around.

EAGLE S CRY
It’s yours if you want it.

MAN
What happened to the ot her
occupants.

Eagle’s Cry points to three grave markers under a | arge oak
tree. One grave is fresh

EAGLE' S CRY
They were ny parents.

MAN
I ndians don’t live in cabins.
EAGLE S CRY
They adopted ne when ny own parents
were killed. | loved them both
very nuch.
MARY

Look, Jinmy, a cow and chi ckens.
Blue trots up, tail wagging, as though to wel cone them hone.

Eagle’s Cry points to the north.

EAGLE S CRY
You' |l find a Dakota village over
there. They' re good people and

( MORE)
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EAGLE' S CRY (cont’d)
will be your friend if you' Il |et
them | can teach you to speak
t heir | anguage.

Jimy junps down. He sizes up Eagle’'s Cry, then gazes at
t he cabi n.

MARY
Jimry, can we? | nean - a cow.

JI MW
Ckay, we' Il take it.

Eagle’s Cry nods.

EAGLE' S CRY
Il be back in a few days to see
how you are doing. There’'s just
one thing, though.

JI MW
VWhat's that?

EAGLE S CRY
Watch out for the cow - she kicks.

THE END



