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FADE UP ON:

A live talk show “Life Styles” hosts Steve and Beverly.

Moderator

How do you manage to keep two

 wonderful careers going at the same time?

Beverly

We try to be flexible, for neither one of us to be sexiest

CUT TO:

INT. Alison Restaurant – Long Island

Media and advertising experts are attending the ceremony of “Truth in Advertising”. Photographers take pictures. The camera turns to Ray Tolchin who presents the award to Steve.

Ray

And we’re proud to present the personal award for

 promoting the concept of “Truth in Advertising” to Steve Robbins!

Steve goes to Ray and receives the award

Moderator

How do you feel about your wife being so successful?

CUT TO:

INT. Conference Room – Nassau Institute of Children’s Art

Jackie Murrow, Beverly’s superior, presents the “Woman of the Year” award to Beverly.

Jackie

Beverly Robbins is “Woman of the Year”

Steve (V.O. talk show)

The important thing is for Bev to express herself.

 If she’s happy doing that, then I’m happy and we’re all happy!

CUT TO:

INT. John Cleary’s house – Long Island

John gives Steve the address of a marriage counselor

John

Her name is Sylvia Pressman. She’s a bit weird
 actually but very helpful. That’s her card
Steve
Thanks, John!

CUT TO:

EXT. Steve’s Store – Manhattan

A focus shot on the top part of the poster “Opening Day”

INT. Steve’s Store – Manhattan

It’s one day before the opening of the store. Steve is showing his daughters around
Sarah

It’s amazing, daddy!

Amy

We didn’t know what to expect. 

Where did you get all these stuff?

Steve

There’s a lot of fun finding it. Tomorrow
 you will see and know everything

Main title - The Old Neighborhood

CUT TO:

EXT: Main Street in Bronx – Afternoon
May 25, 1944: Kingsbridge Road, Bronx
Close up shot on a homeless guy smoking a cigarette, then cuts to several people walking by and the homeless guy is visible in the background. We see people selling clothes and jewelry. The camera then cuts to a 10 year old boy buying the newspaper from a small shop. He goes out and the camera then turns to the right where we see the boy running across the street towards the building he lives in (1940s jazz music playing in background)
Steve (V.O.)
To be 10 years old in 1944 was to know one’s place in war.

CUT TO:

INT: Living room – Steve’s apartment

Close up shot on the newspaper’s headline “Europe plan invasion”.
Steve (V.O.)
My parents were very worried about war.

CUT TO:

A side angle of Steve’s father in the foreground reading the news and in the background Steve’s mother bringing food to her husband.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

They kept talking about it day and night….
Specially my mom, which was kinda weird to me
We see Steve’s mother bringing the food in the living room and the camera zooms in towards hers.

Steve’s mother
That guy Roosevelt ain’t gonna do anything about it…I tell you so

The mother then passes by the camera and then we see Steve right in front of us. Steve is reading a comic book as the camera moves slowly towards him

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

I wasn’t really interested in any of this. 

We hear yelling

Arthur
Hey Steve! Come on, let’s go!

CUT TO:

 A low angle image of two boys looking at Steve’s balcony
Steve

Hey guys! Give me one minute, ok?

Jerry
Well don’t be late will ya?

Freeze
Steve (V.O.)

Arthur Pollack and Jerry Rosen. My two best buddies. 

Every Afternoon they would call me to go to the stickball game.
CUT TO:

Steve and his friends are playing basketball in a pitch at the end of the street.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

Or we might go play basketball at the end of the day

CUT TO:

EXT: P.S.S. School – Morning

Steve and his two friends head are walking towards school.

Steve (V.O.)

We go to the same school and attend the same class 5-1
CUT TO:

INT: History Class – P.S.S. School

The camera moves rapidly towards the teacher’s face

Miss Brenner
Stand up, Steve!
Freeze

Steve (V.O.)

Miss Brenner! A humorless woman who used to
 talk like a lieutenant in the army. Every class
 she would let me stand up saying “Hup-hup! At attention”
Miss Brenner

Hup-hup! At attention!

CUT TO:

We see Steve standing up and looking upwards towards the lens (to Miss Benner)

Steve (V.O.)
Honestly, I was terrified from her!

CUT TO:

A low angled image of Miss Brenner shouting to Steve. Steve is on the right side of the frame, while Miss Brenner is on the left side.

Miss Brenner

What did I say right now?

Steve

Hands folded on desks

Miss Brenner

And what are you doing?

Steve

(In a very low voice) writing in a notebook

Miss Brenner

(Slamming her whip on Steve’s desk) I can’t hear you!

Steve

Writing in a notebook!

CUT TO:

A wide image of the whole class 

Miss Brenner

You know what that means class?

There is silence

Miss Brenner

The Foxhole story! Shall I tell you about it?

The whole class

No, no…..Please no Miss Brenner!
Miss Brenner

Then you should know that it is very important
 to listen to your teacher! Is that understood?

The whole class

Yes, Miss Brenner!

A girl is giggling

CUT TO:

Miss Brenner approaches to her and slams her whip on her desk. The girl looks up to her in fear.

Miss Brenner

That means girls too! You could be combat nurses!

CUT TO:

Miss Brenner keeps shouting to the class as the camera moves towards Steve who looks a bit frightened.

Steve (V.O.)

And this is where my life began!

1940’s Jazz music plays in the background
CUT TO:

EXT: Main Street – Early Morning
Title – New York: Bronx – June 2, 1944

A close up shot of a white flag with a blue star
CUT TO:

A further shot of the same flag hanging out a neighbor’s balcony
Steve (V.O.)

War was about to begin. People were hanging flags out their windows.

CUT TO:

Another shot of a white flag with a gold star.
Steve (V.O. CONTD)

People placed a white flag with a blue star in their window

 to signify a husband or son in uniform, a flag with two stars

 for two men, or a gold star for a man who had been killed.
CUT TO:

Several shots of different people walking in the streets
Steve (V.O. CONTD)

It was a working class neighborhood divided
 between Jews and Irish Catholics, but during
 these days, religious issues were set aside.
We see a small boy selling newspapers. The camera rises upwards and we see the end of the street.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)
Every body was in the big fight together.
Dissolve to Black
Title – June 6, 1944

We hear sounds of plane crashes, tanks firing and soldiers marching in the battlefield.
Fade in
We see the radio and hear the President Franklin D. Roosevelt saying:

“My fellow Americans….Last night, when I spoke with you
 about the fall of Rome….I knew at that moment 
the troops of the United States and our allies were
 crossing the channel in another great operation…..”

CUT TO:

Several shots of D-Day
Roosevelt (Radio Broadcast contd)
“It has come to pass with success so far…and so,
 in this poignant hour, I ask you to join with me in prayer…..” 

CUT TO:

INT: Santa Maria Church – Morning

We see all the prayers singing hymns.

Roosevelt (Radio Broadcast contd)
“'Almighty God, our sons, the pride of our nation,
 this day has set upon a mighty endeavor: a struggle
 to preserve our republic, our religion, and our civilization……”
CUT TO:

EXT: Main Street, Bronx – Evening
Close shot of a woman praying and there are tears coming out of her eyes. Then we see many people gathered in the streets holding candles and pictures of their husbands and sons. 

Roosevelt (Radio Broadcast contd)

“They will need those blessings, for their road is long and hard……”

CUT TO:

INT: Living Room – Steve’s apartment

We see the radio in the foreground, and in the background there is Steve and his parents sitting and listening to the broadcast. Steve is drawing something.
Roosevelt (Radio Broadcast contd)
“For the enemy is strong, he may hold back our
 forces. Success may not come with rushing speed,
 but we should return again and again…..”
CUT TO:

We now notice that Steve brought some of his drawings of German planes and weapons and started to draw an X on each drawing, and then he tears them apart. The camera keeps zooming towards the drawing paper.
Roosevelt (Radio Broadcast contd)

“And for us at home…. fathers, mothers, children, 
wives, sisters and brothers…our brave men are 
over seas, whose thoughts and prayers are with them in every minute.”
Dissolve to:
Title: V-E Day

Close up shot of a newspaper with the headline “Germany Surrenders”.

Dissolve to:

 We see people are very happy and running in the streets. Others sing a victorious song. Steve is out with his friends tossing some toilet paper in the air.

Dissolve to:

Title: V-J Day

Close up shot of a headline “Victory over Japan”.

CUT TO:

Steve and his friends are yelling out in the streets “Unconditional surrender!” The camera then brings us a shot of the whole neighborhood where people are gathered together in joy and happiness.

CUT TO:

 Steve looks at one of the balconies where he notices a woman hanging out her window a white flag with a gold star. She gets a bag and empties it where we see pieces of torn paper falling.
CUT TO:

We see the pieces of paper falling in the foreground, and in the background Steve is looking upwards. The camera keeps zooming downwards towards his face (Slow Motion).
Steve (V.O.)

I didn’t know her name…but I felt sorry for her! Roosevelt’s death made many people sad because to them he was the Commander in Chief. I guess this woman is one of them.
Fade out
Fade in

Steve is packed and leaves a soda store.

Title – June 14th, 1952

He walks along the street until he reaches his building.

CUT TO:

INT: Living room – Steve’s apartment

We see in the foreground Steve’s father (Bernard Robbins) is reading a newspaper and in the background his wife (Sylvia Robbins) is setting the table for dinner.

Bernard
Is dinner ready?

Sylvia
Almost! Wait for your son so we can all dine together.

Bernard
Where is he anyway?

Sylvia
Well, I guess he has finished work by

 now. He will be here any minute!

Steve enters the living room and greets his parents.

Sylvia
Ahh….There he is!

Steve

Hi mom….Hi dad! I’ll change my clothes and come down for dinner, ok?

Sylvia
OK! But hurry up…..Your father has been waiting for you for a long time

Bernard gives his wife a look telling her to hurry up and that he cannot take it any longer. She responds in a very low voice telling him to calm down. He continues reading the newspaper.
Steve (V.O.)

Dinner was a very important thing in our lives. But to me it was like a headache. You see, during dinner, my mother always had the same complaints about me everyday. 

CUT TO:

INT: Dinner room – Steve’s apartment

Sylvia
What’s to become of you?

Steve

What?

Sylvia
You can’t be a soda jerk forever

Steve

Who said I’m gonna be a soda jerk forever?

Bernard
Well what do you wanna be?

Steve

I don’t know

Bernard
What do you mean you don’t know?

Sylvia
Calm down, Bernard!
Steve

I mean I haven’t thought about it

Sylvia

Well don’t you think it’s about time to prepare yourself?

Steve’s parents are talking to him as we hear Steve’s narration in the background.
Steve (V.O.)

See what I mean? They always open this subject.

The camera pans to the right from Steve’s parents talking to him, till we see Steve sitting in his chair not saying a word. He looks he has a strong headache.

Steve (V.O.)

And when I tell them that I’m not sure what

 I want to be in the future, they give me this answer.

The camera now is in the back of Steve’s parents. We see Steve in the background.

Bernard

Everybody knows what they want to be. Morty
 Papkin knows. He’s going to be a veterinarian.

Sylvia

Stevie, honey…..You need a plan!

CUT TO:

INT: School Guidance Counselor’s Office – P.S.S. School
Mr. Beale

Where are you applying?

Steve

Well, I’m not sure yet!

The camera shows the whole room with both of them sitting opposite to each other.

Mr. Beale

Well, what are you good at?

Steve

English!

Mr. Beale

And…..
Steve

And nothing else!

Mr. Beale

Well, that’s not going to help!

Freeze

Steve (V.O.)

That’s very true! That’s was my problem!

CUT TO:
The camera focuses on a doctor.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

If you were good in science, you were a potential doctor!

CUT TO:

The camera focuses on an engineer.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

And if you were good in math, you were a potential engineer.

CUT TO:
INT: School Guidance Counselor’s Office – P.S.S. School

Freeze on Steve’s face.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

And if you were good in English, and you are a boy,

 you were in trouble because you might 

consider arts…..and in the neighborhood, 

liberal arts were not for boys. So, there I am…

highest grades in English and preoccupied

 with basketball…. (Mocking) What could be better?

Steve
Yea, I know that!

CUT TO:

Same wide shot of the room.

Mr. Beale

Have you thought about business administration?

Steve

(Laughing) To tell you the truth Mr. Beale,

I don’t know what I want to be!

Mr. Beale

Well, you have to be something! 

CUT TO:
EXT: Outside Ravioli Cinema – Evening

We see Steve, Arthur and Jerry taking their tickets. The camera keeps tracking them the whole way.

Arthur

I can’t get it! If you’re good in English, why go for business?

 It’s all numbers and you need Math for that.

Steve

I have no choice. 

Title: September 12th, 1952

Steve (CONTD)

You know this neighborhood!
Arthur

Yea, yea I know! So where are you headed for college?

Steve

City Downtown!

Jerry

City Downtown!? They don’t have a team now!

Steve

It’s about getting a job, Jerry! 

Arthur

What’s the rush? It’s too soon!
INT: Entrance Lobby – Ravioli Cinema

Steve

Because my parents are giving me a headache!
Jerry

What do they tell you?

Steve

Every dinner they talk to me about two things. My future and Morty Papkin!

Arthur

Morty Papkin!?

Jerry

That guy is an asshole!

INT: Cinema Hall No.1

Steve

Every day, Morty Papkin knows what he wants! 
Morty Papkin wants to be blah blah! Morty
 Papkin knows his future! Fuck Morty Papkin!

Arthur

So final word, business administration!?
Steve

Yea!

Jerry

And you got the chance to meet city chicks!! Right, Romeo?

They all laugh.

Steve

Yea, maybe!

CUT TO:

We see James Stuart in the movie “Mr. Smith goes to Washington” in the famous court scene. The camera then cuts to the three boys. 

Arthur

Hey Steve…how about doing like James Stuart?

Steve

A lawyer!?

Arthur nods, while Jerry is listening carefully to the movie.

Steve

Naah…it’s not me at all!

Arthur

You know what? You can be the lawyer of some hot

 chick who can pay you a lot in return of getting laid! 

Steve
Well in business, I can make ads for hot celebrities!

Arthur

But you won’t have all the fun!

Jerry

Hey will you shut up both of you?

Arthur
Alright, just calm down! We’ll talk about it later, ok?

The three of them continue watching the movie, and Steve seems to be thinking of something.

1950s music starts playing in the background.
CUT TO: 
We see a plane taking off. In the next shot, we see Steve taking his bags and saying goodbye to his parents.
INT: Albany Airport – Morning

Sylvia

You have all your stuff, honey?

Steve

Yes, mom!

Sylvia

Sure you don’t need anything else?

Title: September 12th, 1953

Steve

Mom, I’m fine! Don’t worry!

Bernard
Call us when you get there, ok?

Steve

Ok, Bye!
Dissolve to:
INT: Detroit Metro Airport – Afternoon

The camera tracks along with Steve in the passengers’ hall. The music is still playing.
Dissolve to:
EXT: Lewis College of Business – Morning

Steve is walking towards the administration building.

CUT TO:

INT: Management Skills Class – Lewis College of Business
Steve (V.O.)
College life was completely different from school

especially if you’re from a different state.
CUT TO:

Steve walks around the college yard with a new friend.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

I made a couple of friends, and they seem to be nice.

 I also noticed the difference in backgrounds.
CUT TO:
EXT: Outdoor Café – Lewis College of Business

Steve is sitting with a girl. They keep talking until her boy friend comes and spirits her away. Steve looks a bit frustrated as he tries to tear the tag from his jacket.
Steve (V.O.)

I never felt so low class and poor in my life.

CUT TO:

The camera brings the girl and her boy friend walking together.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

Ahh well! She’s not the only one in this world!

CUT TO:
INT: Steve’s Bedroom – Steve’s apartment

Steve is on the phone with Fanny, a friend of his back in college.

Fanny (O.S.)

It was just one of those things that happened!

Title: April 24th, 1955, Bronx

Steve

That’s why I couldn’t see you in Easter!

Fanny (O.S.)
I’m sorry Steve! I really like you a lot!

Steve

Well, I think I liked you too, Fanny!

CUT TO:
Steve and Jerry are walking together down the street in their neighborhood.

Steve

Nobody can be successful in these matters.
Jerry

It only takes time, don’t worry bro!
Steve

What should I do, Jerry?

Jerry

You should walk up to her and tell her how you feel!
Steve

That won’t work!

Jerry

Why not?

Steve

I think she has a boy friend!

Jerry

Well then too bad, Romeo!
1950s Blues music plays in the background.
CUT TO:
INT: Steve’s Bedroom – Morning 
Steve makes a collection of ads and puts them in a portfolio. The camera then zooms towards the portfolio where we can read the address: “Farrar & Farrar”
“45 West, 45th Street, New York, NY 10036”

We see several addresses.
Steve (V.O.)

I sent to over thirty addresses. I was given employment

 forms to fill out, though neither place had a job for me!

CUT TO:
INT: Walter Evans Office – MUTS & JOY Inc.
Steve walks in the office and has a small interview with Mr. Evans.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)
Now that guy was really weird, and I remember head

 had cynical edge to his voice that somehow annoyed me a lot.
CUT TO:
Both of them are sitting opposite each other.

Mr. Evans

Robbins, tell me something – do you play golf?

Steve

No

Mr. Evans

Do you play tennis?

Steve

No sir. Basketball!
Mr. Evans

Well, it figures that we don’t want somebody

 from the schoolyard. We want one from the club.

Freeze

Steve (V.O.)
Such a low life retard! If he knew my capabilities,

 he would have begged me to work at his company!
 But I didn’t care. It’s not the only company in the world.
CUT TO:
EXT: Lewis College of Business – Graduation Day

We see all the graduating students are standing with their parents. We see Steve happy to see his parents.

Sylvia

Oh, honey! I’m so proud of you!

Bernard

You know I envy you your possibilities.

Title: October 10th, 1957

Steve
I can’t believe it! I just finished college!

Bernard

Yea, but without a girlfriend!

Sylvia

Oh Bernard, stop it! Here you go, Steve!

Bernard

Your mother and I were thinking about you a lot these days.

 When we saw you doing all these ads,

 well we thought that these might help a little.

CUT TO:
A close up shot of Fortune and the Wall Street Journal.

CUT TO:

Steve is very glad and hugs his parents.

Steve (V.O.)

Yea, that meant a lot to me! Thank you guys, I’ll
 never forget that at all! Did I realize

 that I still have to go to the army?
CUT TO:
INT: Soldiers’ room – Morning
Steve is standing in line as Major John Stack talks to them.

Major Stack

My name is Major Stack. I’m here to make your

 life a living hell. Do you maggots understand that?

Soldiers

Sir, yes sir!

Major Stack

I can’t hear you pussies!

Soldiers

(Louder) Sir, yes sir!
Major Stack

I don’t listen to niggers, kikes or greasers. To me,

 you are all worthless, scumbags, pieces of shit!

Major Stack stands in front of Steve.
Major Stack

You look funny!

Steve doesn’t answer.

Major Stack

(Louder) I just said you look funny, Private!

Steve

Sir, I don’t know what to say, sir!

Major Stack

(Shouting) Do you look funny, Private?

Steve

Sir, no sir!

Major Stack

You’ve got balls, scumbag. Now you would

 better watch out before I feed them to the dogs.
Steve
Sir, yes sir!

Major Stacks starts mocking every soldier as Steve watches him in fear.
Steve (V.O.)

That terrified me a lot. After what Major 
Stacks told me, I actually tried not to look funny!

CUT TO:

We see several scenes of recruits training and marching in a single line. 
Steve (V.O. CONTD)
12 months of hell! I guess Major Stacks succeeded in that.
CUT TO:
INT: Recruits’ room – Evening
Steve is sitting in his bed as he looks through the copies of Fortune and the Wall Street Journal.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

During visits, my mother brought some more copies

 of advertising ads that I used to look through in the evening. 
CUT TO:
EXT: Shooting Training – Morning

Major Hartman

Fire!

Recruits are training on their shooting skills. We notice that Steve is not good at shooting.

Major Hartman

What happened to your damn eyes, private? Fire!

Title: November 18th, 1958

Steve misses again. Major Hartman approaches him.
Major Hartman

Get on your feet, Private!

Steve stands quickly on his feet to be faced by Major Hartman.

Steve

Sir, yes sir!
Major Hartman

How about I gouge out your eyeballs and

 skull-fuck you? Would you like that, Private? 
Steve

Sir, no sir!

Major Hartman

Bullshit! You want that Private!

Steve

Sir, no sir!

Major Hartman

Then you open your damn eyes and fire at the target! Understood, Private?

Steve

Sir, understood sir!

Steve gets back again in his position. Major Hartman keeps on shouting at the recruits as the camera pans backwards slowly.

CUT TO:
EXT: Lu Wong Restaurant – Afternoon

Arthur

What’s that in your hand?
Steve
Oh, my mom gave me copies of

 Fortune and the Wall Street Journal

Jerry

What’s in your mind?

Steve

I’m going into advertising
Jerry

Congratulations! Now we can make a toast for two things. 
Steve

What’s the other thing?

Arthur makes an announcement.

Arthur

Fellas, I’m getting married in June!

Steve and Jerry congratulate him. Then Jerry stands up and makes a toast.
Jerry

To our friend Arthur! May he and his bride live a

 good life, filled with love, passion and….

(He looks to Arthur in a mocking way).
Steve
What?

Arthur

Jerry, you son of a…..

Jerry laughs as Arthur chases him down the street.

CUT TO:

In slow motion, we see several scenes of the three boys chasing each other down the street.

Dissolve to:
INT: Delmonico Hotel, Manhattan – Evening

The preacher is giving out the wedding speech, as Jerry and Steve are standing in the front seats.
Preacher

I now pronounce you husband and wife. You may now kiss the bride!

The guests go wild as Arthur and Sandy kiss each other.

CUT TO:

We Sandy talking to some of the guests, and in the background the three boys are walking together.

Arthur

Hey Steve, did you find a job yet?

Steve

Yea I did, in California!

Jerry

Do you know anybody there?

CUT TO:

INT: Mr. Colby’s Office – Colby Agency
The camera moves through the hallways, enters Mr. Colby’s office and stops at his desk. We see Steve handling his portfolio.

Steve (O.S.)
Sure! Remember that Evans guy? He set me an interview with a man named Colby 

Mr. Colby
I like this. It’s a zippy notion. Are you zippy?

CUT TO:

INT: Entrance Lobby – Delmonico Hotel

Steve (continuing)

And he kept on saying zippy every two minutes.

Jerry

Great! First the weird voice and now the zippy guy.

Arthur

Anyway, congratulations Steve and good luck!

Steve

Thanks Arthur, you too buddy!

There is silence for a while. We see them walking towards the entrance door.
Arthur

Steve, don’t forget to write ok?

Jerry

And try to visit us whenever you can!
Fade out

CUT TO:
INT. Mr. Colby’s office – Colby Agency

We see a commercial about an insecticide.

Commercial

“Don’t just wave at that fly. It doesn’t want you.

 Slay it with Marvel spray.”

Title: November 12th, 1959 – California

CUT TO:

Steve is watching the commercial carefully as Mr. Colby pays his attention.

Mr. Colby

So, you think you can handle that?

Steve

Piece of cake, sir!

CUT TO:

Steve walks to his office, sits at his desk and starts working.

Steve (V.O.)
This was what I had in mind. To get

 out of my neighborhood and start a new life.

CUT TO:

INT. Meeting room – Colby Agency

There is a meeting with the whole office board.

Steve (V.O. CONTD) 
The Colby Agency handled advertising for everything.

 Retail stores, car dealerships, household products….Everything!

CUT TO:
Steve is making a poster on a new kind of cigarettes.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

I was very impressed with myself, and I really like my job.

CUT TO:

Steve drives to work as he listens to a commercial on the radio.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

I could ride to work and hear my commercials on the radio.

A close shot on the radio.

Commercial

“Maurie’s wigs never come off”

CUT TO:

INT. Office space – Colby Agency

Mr. Colby passes by the workers.
Steve (V.O. CONTD)

Every couple of months Colby would pass by all of

 us to see how we are going. And then he would stop at my desk.

Mr. Colby
How are you doing, Robbins?

Steve

Zipping it out there!

Mr. Colby

(Laughing) Good! 

Freeze

Steve (V.O.)

That laugh meant good news. He always liked

 anyone who kept saying the word ZIPPY a lot. 

CUT TO:

Freeze on Steve’s face.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

He would tell me Give me the zip and I’ll give you

 the cash. Man, he sounded like a gangster or something.
Unfreeze
Mr. Colby

Tell accounting to give you a twenty-dollar raise.

CUT TO:
INT. Steve’s apartment – Evening

Steve takes out a piece of paper and starts writing. We then see a close shot of what he is writing. It says: Address “34 St. Kingsbridge Road, Bronx”
As Steve writes the letter, we hear him in the background making a phone call.

Steve

Hello, operator? Give me Jerry M. Rosen please!
Jerry

Hello?

Steve

Hey Jerry! It’s me Steve!
Jerry

(Surprised) Steve! Jesus Christ! How are you?

Steve

I’m doing well! 

Jerry (O.S.)
What the hell have you been doing all this time?

Steve

Well, I have been at work and sorry I couldn’t call earlier.

Jerry (O.S.)
Arthur has been wondering about you

 since you left, and me too of course!

Steve

How is he doing?

Jerry (O.S.)
He’s fine! Everybody’s fine! Tell me, how is your job?

Steve

It’s amazing, Jerry! I love it!

Jerry (O.S.)
I heard a commercial an hour ago about Marvel spray!

Steve

(Laughing) Yea…that’s ours!

Jerry (O.S.)
The commercial looks good! Sounds like

 a serious man you’re working for
Steve

He is, but he is a nice guy

Jerry (O.S.)
Sorry Steve, but I have to go now. I’m glad you called man!

Steve

I’m glad to hear your voice. Say hi to Arthur for me, ok?

Jerry (O.S.)
Alright! Take Care!

Steve finishes writing the letter and puts it in the drawer next to his bed. He then takes out a picture of him, Arthur and Jerry at Arthur’s wedding that reminds him of the old memories. A close shot of the picture.
Marvin (O.S.)

You look good in the suit
CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s office desk – The Colby Agency

We see Marvin handing the picture to Steve.

Steve

I hate wearing suits. I don’t feel comfortable at all
Marvin takes a picture out of his wallet and hands it to Steve.

Marvin
See that picture?
Steve

What the hell happened to your face?

Marvin

It was a fight. I mean a game

Steve

You don’t like a boxer!

Marvin

Well, I just played it for the fun of it!

Marvin’s telephone rings.
Marvin

Excuse me, Steve!
Steve

Take your time!
CUT TO:

Marvin is talking on the phone. 1960s music plays in the background.
Steve (V.O.)

Now that guy is amazing. Marvin Liebowitz. He is a very

 hyperactive person, the kind which Mr. Colby adores very much
The camera turns to a close shot of Steve.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

He had an exaggerated sense of his social life. He knew

 many girls in town. But me…..I’m just a bum from the Bronx!  
CUT TO:
Marvin hangs up the phone and turns to Steve. They are standing opposite to each other.
Marvin

So, where were we?

Steve

Can I ask you a question, Marvin? How do you know all these girls?
Marvin

Well, it’s no magic. I just know them! Don’t tell me you never knew girls?
Steve

Well, not really!

Marvin

Didn’t u go out with a beautician two nights ago?

Steve

Yea, please don’t remind me!

Marvin

(Looking curious) Why, what happened?

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s apartment – After Midnight

Steve and the beautician are watching T.V. The camera approaches them slowly.

Steve (O.S.)
Well I didn’t want to tell you this, but I kinda sweet

 talked her into staying up after midnight so we

 could watch that commercial of that plate that doesn’t break.
Commercial
“Colby’s Plates are the best and unbreakable”

We see Steve talking to the beautician who looks a bit bored and sleepy.

Steve

I thought of that

Beautician

Uh-huh! Nice!

Steve (O.S.)
We never saw each other again!

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s desk – The Colby Agency

Marvin

You’re kidding, right?

Steve

No!

Marvin

Jesus Christ, Steve! You actually did that?

Steve

Well, yea!

Marvin

And you wonder how come you never knew girls!?

Steve

I don’t know what to do! My whole social life is

 mainly daydreams about folks I knew back home.  
Marvin
Can you wait for me just a second?

Steve

Sure!

As Marvin leaves, the camera is focused on Steve. We then see some of the workers talking and laughing. Steve examines them carefully. Marvin returns with a piece of paper in his hand which he hands to Steve.
Marvin

Here, take this!

Steve

Montana Joe Turntree at UCLA!? That’s amazing. I love this band.

Marvin

Then I’ll pick you up at seven, ok?

Steve

Deal!
Dissolve to

EXT. UCLA – Evening

CUT TO:

INT. Square Dance – UCLA

We see the band playing a song and all the students are dancing. The camera moves where we see Steve and Marvin entering.
Marvin
I’ll go get some drinks, ok?

Steve

Ok!

We see several scenes of students dancing and the band playing their songs. Steve seems to be enjoying the band. He notices a girl dancing alone and he looks attracted to her. Marvin comes back with the drinks and a friend of his.
Marvin

Steve, this is my very close friend, Jessica!
Jessica

Hi, nice to meet you!

Steve

Nice to meet you too!

As they talk together, Steve doesn’t lift his eye from the girl dancing alone.

Marvin

So, what do you think?
Steve

It’s very nice. Thank you for bringing me here!

Marvin

Hey…That’s my job, buddy!

Steve starts moving with the song while watching the girl. 

Marvin

I’m gonna go to see some other folks, alright? (To Jessica) Keep him company!

Steve and Jessica start to dance together.
Jessica

So how did you know, Marvin?
Steve

We work together at the Colby Agency
Jessica

Oh! Must be really fun working together

Steve

Yea it is! Very amusing

Jessica notices that Steve is watching the girl. 
Jessica

Do you like her?

Steve

Oh....well yea, no….yea! Yes I....I…

Jessica

(Interrupting him) Do you want to meet her?
Steve

Sure…ok…no problem!

Jessica goes to the girl, while the camera moves pans to the left where Marvin returns to Steve.
Marvin

Where is Jessica?

Steve

She is right there!

The camera now is in back of Steve and Marvin. In the background, we see Jessica talking to the girl.

Marvin

What is she doing?

After a while, Jessica returns to Steve and Marvin.
Jessica

She is all yours now!

Steve

Ok! Thanks!

Jessica

Don’t mention it!

Marvin now notices the plan. As a result, he winks to Steve. Then, Steve goes to the girl and starts talking to her.

Steve

Hi, I’m Steve Robbins

Beverly

I’m Beverly Hillman!
Steve
I like the way you dance

Beverly

Thanks! Would you like to be my date tonight?

Steve

Oh, sure! That’ll be great!

The band now starts a slow music. Steve holds Beverly’s waist and start dancing. Steve looks to Marvin who gives a thumb up to him. The camera is looking downwards at the couple dancing.
Steve (V.O.)
She was a UCLA senior, an Art History major who
 lived in Sacramento. I never ever thought that this

 girl I’m dancing with right now was going to be the love of my life. 

CUT TO:
EXT. Tower Café – Morning

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

She was amazing!
CUT TO:

INT. Tower Café

Beverly

Well, I hope I could get a job at the American Museum of National History.
Title: December 18th, 1960

Beverly (CONTD)

 That what my parents wanted from day one. I actually like the idea.

Steve is listening to her carefully.

Beverly (CONTD)

Imagine that! You’re telling the tourists the history of (Her voice fades gradually)

Steve (V.O.)

I remember how pretty she was, and how smart she was.
CUT TO:
INT. New Star Theatre – Afternoon

Steve and Beverly are watching “The Apartment”.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

I was thrilled to be with her, and to be seen with her.

CUT TO:
INT. Steve’s apartment – Evening
Steve shows Beverly some of his ads he created at work.

Steve (V.O.)

Beverly visited me sometimes. She even spent some nights at my place.

CUT TO:

Beverly gives Steve a painting by a famous artist. Steve looks speechless as he hangs it on the wall.
Beverly

I thought it would look nice on your wall
Steve

Beverly, I’m….umm…I’m overwhelmed!

Beverly

Well, you’re just lucky!

The camera is focused on Steve’s face.

Steve (V.O.)

Yes, I am. Very lucky!

Beverly kisses Steve then leaves.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

No girl has ever kissed me. No girl has ever 
got me a present. I knew she was the one.

Steve rushes to the phone and calls Marvin.
Marvin (O.S.)
What?

Steve

Marvin, this is the happiest day of my life!

Marvin (O.S.)

Steve? Why the hell are you calling so late?
Steve

You’ve got to listen to this

Marvin (O.S.)

No Steve, I won’t. I’ll hear it tomorrow at lunch break. Go to sleep, will ya?

 Steve

Ok! Good night!

CUT TO:
INT. Café – The Colby Agency

Steve talks to Marvin about Beverly. Marvin looks a bit bored.

Steve
And she got me this painting that I liked so much,

 though I didn’t know who the artist is, but it looked nice.

Marvin

(Bored) Go on!

Title: 27th May, 1961

Steve

Then you know what happened? 

Steve asks Marvin to come closer to whisper.

Steve

(Whispering) She kissed me Goodbye!

Marvin

(Mocking) Really!!!
Steve

I swear to God!

Marvin

And that was what you were going to tell me last night, right?
Steve

Well, yea!
Marvin

Jesus Christ! I can’t believe you, man!
Steve
Why? What happened?
Marvin

Never mind! Congratulations buddy!

Steve looks at Marvin suspiciously.

CUT TO:

INT. Marvin’s office desk

Marvin packs his things and is about to leave when Steve interrupts him.

Steve

Look, I don’t wanna sound like your mom, but you don’t look so hot today!
Marvin

Jessica broke up with me!

Steve looks shocked by the news.

Steve

I’m sorry Marvin, I didn’t know!

Marvin

(He is hurt) Don’t worry about it!
Steve

What happened?

Marvin
I was only meeting an old friend. She just gave me a little hug, that’s all!
Steve

Ohh! I see now!

Marvin
I guess Jessica misunderstood

Steve
Let me give you a ride home!

Marvin goes towards the stairs.
Marvin

No, no, no! No need for that… I can handle it!

Steve

You’re sure?

Marvin

Oh, yea! Don’t worry about me!

In the foreground, Steve is standing speechless and feels bad for Marvin. In the background, Marvin goes down the stairs. After a while, we hear the sound of a car engine.

CUT TO:

INT. Living Room, Steve’s apartment – Evening

Steve puts his stuff on the dining table, then goes to take a look at the painting Beverly gave to him. For a while, Steve stares at the painting while he is thinking of something. The camera pans downwards till we see the phone. Steve picks up the phone but hangs up immediately because of his hesitation.
Steve

(Talking to himself) You must be crazy to think
 like that. You’ve only known her for five months.

Steve is a bit hesitant. He rubs his head several times. 
CUT TO:

INT. Beverly’s Bedroom – Evening

Beverly is studying her History course when her phone rings.

Beverly

Hello!

Steve does not answer.

Beverly

Are you going to answer or shall I have to hang up?

Steve (O.S.)

No, don’t hang up, Bev!

Beverly

Steve! Umm…….Hi!

Steve (O.S.)

Are you busy or something?

Beverly

No, not really. Is there something you wanna talk about?

CUT TO:

Int. Living Room – Steve’s Apartment

Steve is lying in his couch. He looks very hesitant.

Steve

Ahh….Well…Yea, yea actually there is

Beverly (O.S.)

Ok, I’m all ears!

Steve takes a deep breath.

Steve

Ok! Bev, we have known each other for six months, right?

Beverly (O.S.)

Yea, that’s right!

Steve

Now, I know six months is not really a long

 time, but actually I realized things….in you!

CUT TO:

INT. Beverly’s bedroom

Beverly is lying in her bed. In the background, we see the portraits of her parents.

Steve (O.S.)

I realized how you can be very smart when you

 talk about your job in the museum….How you

 can be very pretty when you laugh at one of my

 jokes, though I never thought they were really funny.

Beverly is almost in tears.

Steve (O.S. CONTD)
I keep thinking about you ever since I saw
 you dancing alone at that dance square…..
There is silence for a while. Steve tries to catch his breath, while Beverly wipes her tears.

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s apartment

Steve is breathing heavily looking very pale. 
Steve (CONTD)
Bev, I….eh...
Beverly (O.S.)

(Interrupting Steve) And I love you too Steve!

Steve gets up suddenly looking surprised with what she said.

Steve

What? Oh my God! Umm….So…Will you….

CUT TO:

INT. Beverly’s Bedroom

Beverly

Yes Steve, yes! I will!!

Dissolve to:
EXT. Beverly’s House – Afternoon

Steve is driving his used Ford to Beverly’s house. The camera rises so we can see the house at far sight.
Cindy (O.S.)
Oh come on George! They love each other!

CUT TO:

INT. Master Bedroom

Beverly’s parents, Cindy and George, are getting ready to meet the couple. George is wearing his suit in front of the mirror, while Cindy gets him his tie.

George

That’s not enough. What do we know about this guy?
Title: 15th July, 1961 – Sacramento
Cindy
Well that’s why she brought him. She can tell us
 more about him. Do you want the red one or the blue one?
George

The red one
Cindy does the tie for George.

George (CONTD)

Well he is from New York, right?

Cindy

Yea! So?

George

You know I hate New York

Cindy is about to protest when we hear the sound of a car engine.

Cindy

(Sighing) Alright, we’ll give him some time to think again, but don’t be pushy, ok?
George

Ok!

Freeze

Steve (V.O.)

Beverly’s folks were really weird. Her father was a
 Clint Eastwood style and her mother was like a retired rodeo queen. 
CUT TO:

EXT. House’s Garden

Close up shots of Beverly and her parents.
Steve (V.O. CONTD)

I didn’t notice that in Beverly at all. Both of her
 parents made the mood like that of an auction.
Unfreeze

CUT TO:

The focus is on Cindy. She is talking to her daughter.

Cindy

We’re not greedy, honey! We take time out for the good things in life

George

(Looking at Steve) Horses!

Steve

(Can’t get the point) Well, I don’t know much about horses, Mr. Hillman!

Steve kicks Beverly under the table. Beverly is shocked. He gives her a mocking smile.

Steve (CONTD)

But I can see that yours look very huge and clean!

George and Cindy laugh a little.
Cindy

(Changing the subject) I’ll go get the dessert. George, can you help me?
The camera follows George as he goes with Cindy, and then we see Beverly giving Steve a strange look.

Steve

(Surprised) What?

Beverly

Very huge and clean?!

Steve

What did you want me to say? I didn’t know that 
your parents were fans of John Wayne and Gary Cooper!
Beverly gives him a romantic smile.

Steve (CONTD)

(Being Romantic) What else do I need to know about you?

CUT TO:

INT. Kitchen

Cindy and George are arguing.

George
Why didn’t you let me sit with him?

Cindy

Honey, you made him look bad in front of Beverly!

Cindy hands George the cup cakes.

George
I did not! You should have asked your daughter to help you
Cindy
Honey, we have lots of time to talk with Beverly after Steve leaves
George

And why didn’t she tell him that we care a lot about horses?

Cindy

Maybe it didn’t matter then

She hands him the drinks.

George

(Frustrated) How many things am I going to carry?
Cindy

Give me those!

George is about to go out when Cindy prevents him.
Cindy

Honey! Try to make it easier for her, ok?

We see George going out of the kitchen as Cindy watches him in frustration.

George

Well I’m not sure about that Miss Hillman! May

 be it won’t matter if I make it easier or more difficult

Steve and Beverly appear suddenly.

Beverly

Dad, we’re over here!

George

What are you doing here?

Beverly

Oh, I was just showing Steve the house!

George looks at the couple in a strange way. 
Steve (V.O.)

Man, that guy was very difficult to deal with.
Cindy takes the couple to the living room, as George follows them. George gives Steve a threatening stare.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

 He couldn’t believe that his daughter was getting
 married to some one like me…From New York!
CUT TO:

INT. Living Room

George keeps on talking and Steve looks a bit bored.
Steve (V.O. CONTD)

He kept talking about New York and why he
 hates it. Then, he just went on talking about his 
childhood, forgetting all about us! Well, why do 

you think I’m in your house next to your daughter, stupid? 

Steve

(Interrupting) Why don’t we start talking about Beverly and me?

George

Is there something to talk about, New Yorker?

Steve looks a bit embarrassed.

Steve

Well excuse me, but there is! We’d like to get married

George is stunned by Steve’s respond.

Beverly

We have been seeing each other for six months

Cindy

Now, darling! We hardly know him

Steve

(Ignoring George) Miss Hillman, I’m a college graduate, a senior 

copywriter at an advertising agency, and I love your daughter!

George

So what? Everybody loves Beverly. That’s nothing!

 What difference will you New Yorker make any way?

Steve stands up and approaches her father. Then she bends on her knees and talk to him face to face. The camera zooms on them.

Beverly
My darling, we’re of age, and we’re going to get married! This is an announcement, dad!
Steve (V.O.)
If I didn’t love her, I would have loved her then.

We see George smiling to Beverly as a sign of agreement. 

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

They knew something about Beverly that I didn’t…..how resolute she could be.
We see her mother almost in tears, and Steve is in relief.
Steve (V.O. CONTD)

And they capitulated!

1960s music plays in the background.
CUT TO:

EXT. Beverly’s house – Tent

We see many people gathered in the garden under the tent. Beverly’s parents are greeting their guests. There is an orchestra playing.

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s apartment

Steve is doing his tie in front of the mirror. In the reflection, we see Steve’s mother shining his shoes.

Sylvia
Do you like our advertising work?

Steve

Yes, mother!

Sylvia

You must be good at it. They pay you very well

Steve

Well, the manager likes my work

CUT TO:
EXT. Tent

A close up shot of an outdoor barbecue. Beverly’s and Steve’s parents greet each other, and we see some of the other guests chatting. The big cake is visible in front of us.

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s apartment

Steve is putting on his suit as his mother brings him his shoes. His father helps him to look good.

Bernard

Have you ever thought of working somewhere near home?

Steve

Actually, I have thought of that before…but I 
realized that I’m now used to here! This is my home now!

CUT TO:
EXT. Tent

Steve and Beverly are standing before the priest who is giving out his speech.

Bernard (O.S.)

Are you sure of that, son? I can make some calls if you like

The priest ends his speech and announces husband and wife. Steve and Beverly kiss each other. We hear cheering and clapping.

Steve (O.S.)

I’m positive!

Fade out

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s apartment – Evening

Title: A couple of months later

The camera is placed in front of Sylvia’s room. As Sylvia goes to the bathroom, the camera moves backwards till we enter Steve’s room and we see Steve still awake. Suddenly, we hear the sound of a person hitting the ground hard. Steve and his father rush to the bathroom and scream Sylvia’s name out.

CUT TO:

A close shot on the coffin with the portrait of Sylvia and some flowers on the side. The camera rises till we see Steve in tears. In the background, we hear the priest saying prayers.

Steve (V.O.)
She was fifty one…Not quite old, but she gave me everything.

We see the coffin lowered down, then people shake hands with Steve and his father, and they begin to leave.
Steve (V.O. CONTD)

I had been alright to that point, handling arrangements,
 being businesslike, but as I turned from the grave site, I fell apart.

Beverly is comforting Steve. Two men start burying her with the shovels, and in the background, Steve looks depressed.
CUT TO:

Steve’s apartment – Bronx

We are in front of the entrance to Steve’s building, where his father is loading a truck with some furniture and boxes.

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s room – Morning

Steve is packing some of his bags and Beverly is helping him. 
Title: March, 13th 1962 – Bronx

Steve (V.O.)

I decided that I should leave New York and head

 to California for a new life. I had a job, a

 beautiful wife who was three months pregnant,

 and my father would go back to his work.

 What would I need the old neighborhood for?

CUT TO:
EXT. Kingsbridge road – Morning

Steve and Beverly are walking down the road.
Steve (V.O.)

Beverly found the neighborhood dark and confining…So did I!

CUT TO:

INT. Santa Maria Church

We see several scenes of the cross, the statue of Jesus Christ and pictures of St. Mary. Then, we see Steve praying and crying at the same time. In the background, we hear a prayer choir. Then appears the portrait of Steve’s mother in the screen, and flowers begin to fall in slow motion. 

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

Nothing seemed good after my mother died

CUT TO:

EXT. In front of Steve’s building

Steve hugs his father for a while and Beverly gets the bags in the car.
Bernard

It wasn’t always bad between us. It was good in the beginning.

Steve smiles and they hug again.

Steve

Take care of yourself. I’ll write when I get there

Bernard

You’d better!

Steve and Beverly ride the car and they drive down Kingsbridge road as Bernard waves goodbye.
Steve (V.O.)
Except for a trunk full of old belongings, all ties
 with my childhood and the neighborhood had been severed.

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s house – Santa Monica

Steve and Beverly are having a discussion about their careers.

Steve

Are you sure of that, honey?

Beverly

I’m sure that kids will love it. Maybe I won’t get paid as much as the job in the museum.
CUT TO:
We see Beverly’s pregnancy stages and Steve is working hard in the Colby Agency. Beverly, Steve and their newly born daughter Sarah in the hospital and in their new house in Santa Monica.
Beverly (O.S.)

But at least it keeps me home. I’ll be close to you and the kids.

CUT TO:
Title: September 13th, 1963

Images of Steve and Sarah in their new house
CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s house

Steve

Ok, but where are you going to do it?

Beverly

In the basement!

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s house – Basement

Beverly gives an art lecture to the students in the basement.
Beverly (O.S.)

I’ll bring all the students down there. They 
can have all the fun and you can do all your work.
CUT TO:

INT. Living room

Steve
Well, in that case, I have some news too! My boss gave me a raise
CUT TO:

INT. Porter & Bell Agency

 Steve got a new job in Porter & Bell agency and we see him greeting his new boss and mates.
Beverly (O.S.)

Really…Oh my God! Wait, wait…let me take a guess….Twenty thousand?

 Shots of Beverly and Sarah in the living room, and Steve comes back from work and plays with Sarah.
Steve (O.S.)

Close…Twenty Five thousand! And I have been working for like six months
CUT TO:

Beverly has her hands around Steve’s shoulder and looks very happy.

Beverly

I guess you made a good impression on your boss

CUT TO:

Title: September 13th, 1964

Sarah is riding a pony, and Steve is sitting behind her. Beverly is seven months pregnant and Steve puts his hand and head on her stomach. Beverly gives birth to their second daughter, Amy.

CUT TO:
INT. Steve’s bedroom

Steve is showing Sarah the United States map.

Steve

Can you tell me where are we going this summer?
Sarah points to Florida.
Steve

Good girl! You’re getting smart, right?
CUT TO:

Title: December 25th, 1964

Steve, Beverly and their parents are having a family dinner.
Fade out
CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s office – Porter & Bell Agency

Title: April 12th, 1969
Steve

Hello….Yes, I’m Steve Robbins…OK (he gets

 out a piece of paper) give me the address….Alright! Thank you!
CUT TO:
EXT. Porter & Bell Agency – Afternoon

Steve leaves the building and as he walks away, the camera turns to a magazine store in the foreground where we notice Steve’s picture with his wife and kids on a Los Angeles Times magazine cover.

Dissolve to

EXT. Sheraton Pasadena Hotel – Afternoon
Steve walks towards the entrance lobby.

Parker (O.S.)

I admire your work Mr. Robbins, that’s why I called you

CUT TO:

INT. Waiting Area – Sheraton Pasadena Hotel

Steve shows Wilton Parker some of his work.

Steve

You said you have an offer for me, right?

Parker

Yea, that’s right…Look, I’ll just go straight to

 the point. Very frankly, we need new blood at 

our agency. There’s a freshness of approach out here that we like.

Steve

Which is?

Parker

A California style! This is the new blood that 

we need in our company. Now if you agree,

 we can come up with some hot stuff for you

Steve
I don’t know Mr. Parker, I….

Parker

(Interrupting Steve as he gives him a copy of
 the Los Angeles Times magazine) I’ll be more specific! 

Steve looks surprised when he sees his picture on the cover of the magazine.
Parker (CONTD)
Mr., Robbins, we’re talking about copy chief

 and senior writer at thirty-two thousand

 on a two-year contract…What do you say?

Steve looks at Parker then at the magazine again.
Steve

That would be a big decision for me!

CUT TO:

INT. Dining room – Steve’s House

A close shot on the Los Angeles Times magazine held by Beverly.

Beverly

“The Robbinses are a conscientious working

 couple. Their vigor and no-nonsense approach

 to life are truly Californian”…Wow! 

Vigor and no-nonsense approach!? I like that!

Steve
They’re offering me thirty-two thousand

 bucks for two years…What do you think?

Beverly

Well, what about me?

Steve

What do you mean?

Beverly

What about my work? It’s only been six months. 

Oh God, just when I was glad I started it!

Steve

It’s ok, Bev! You can do it in New York

Beverly

I don’t know, Steve! I want you to have to the job; I really do, but....

Steve

But what?

Beverly

What about the kids? You know that dad loves them so much

Steve

We’ll talk to your dad about it

Beverly

I’m not sure if he’s going to like it!

CUT TO:

INT. Beverly’s House – Sacramento

Beverly’s father looks very upset.

Beverly

Dad, this is what I want. These are my

 wishes. And you don’t have to worry about anything.

Silence for a while. Amy and Sarah are playing together.

George

What about the kids? How am I gonna see them?

Steve

Well, we’ll visit you whenever we can

George

Was I talking to you New Yorker?

Beverly

(Interrupting) Dad, please….

George and Cindy turn their attention to Beverly.

Cindy
Honey, can’t you stay here? I mean…what
 difference will it make if you go to New
 York? You know that your father hates the city!
Beverly
Mom, Steve has a great opportunity in New York.
 He will have a better job with a better salary. I’ll 
establish a better playgroup. It’s a great chance
 for our kids to be happy and to have what they
 want…You don’t need to worry about anything!

Silence again then George smiles as a sign of agreement. Steve looks relieved.
Steve (V.O.)

And there she did it again!

CUT TO:
INT. Terminal A – Sacramento International Airport
Steve, Beverly and the kids are rushing to the check-in counter. Beverly’s parents are behind them.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

Can you imagine the irony? I had been hired to 
come out to California because I was a New York 
type. Now I was being hired to come to New 
York because I was a California type. What could be funnier?

The kids are crying and waving goodbye to their grandparents.
George

See what you’re doing to them?

Cindy

(To Beverly) Call me when you get there, ok?

They say goodbye. Steve takes the kids and Beverly and runs to the plane.
Dissolve to:

EXT. Long Island MacArthur Airport – Afternoon

Plane lands at Airport.
Dissolve to:

EXT. Steve’s house backyard – Great Neck
Title: October 12th, 1969
Beverly takes her kids to the stable in the garden, where Steve brings out two ponies. Amy and Sarah run towards the ponies joyfully.
Steve (V.O.)

We located stables in the area and
 the Hillmans shipped the ponies east.

CUT TO:
INT. Manager’s office – Sloan & Vaspers Agency

It’s Steve’s first day at his new job. In a scene, we see him reaching to an agreement with his manager as they shake hands.
Steve (V.O. CONTD)

The advertising business in New York had
 changed while I had been away. The old-line

 white Anglo-Saxon protestant

 character of the agencies had been eroded.
CUT TO:

Several scenes of the staff members

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

And kids were in. Barely out of college, they 
were being hired at large salaries because it was
 the era when young people were presumed to have the answer.

CUT TO:
French Revolution in 1968

Steve (V.O.)

See what I mean? One of these kids was assigned
 a television commercial for a wristwatch account
CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s office – Sloan & Vaspers Agency

One of the young staff members, Frank, brings a storyboard to Steve and puts it on his desk.

Frank

This just needs your ok!

Steve examines it carefully.
Steve

What is it Frank?

Frank

I can’t explain it. I feel it. It’s a sense man!

Steve

Well, I sense that I have to turn it down. Maybe

 you could be more specific (Giving the storyboard back to Frank)

Frank looks a bit disappointed. Steve goes on with his work.

Dissolve to:

INT. Steve’s office – Sloan & Vaspers agency

Title: A few minutes later

Frank brings another storyboard and Steve examines it for a while.

Frank
It’s symbolic. The watch represents time passing.

Steve

Maybe it’s the change in the time zones, but I don’t get it!

Frank is upset.

Steve

(Giving the storyboard to Frank)
 I’m sorry Frank, but I’ll just have to...
Frank
(Interrupting and taking the storyboard
 in anger) you don’t have to do anything!

Frank pushes the door and slams it behind him. The staff members turn their attention to Steve who looks embarrassed.
CUT TO:

INT. Vittorio’s Restaurant – Long Island
Steve is laying his head on the table from excessive drinking. Wilton Parker is sitting beside him.

Steve

(Almost crying) Oh, God! Why? Why?

Parker

I know, I know! It’s ok….I was in similar situations as yours

Steve

And what did you do then?

Parker

Nothing! What did you expect to hear?

Steve

(Feeling depressed) Oh, Crap!

Parker

Steve, that’s how it is in New York!

Steve

What did I do wrong?

Parker

You did nothing wrong. The younger people, they

 feel you don’t relate to them, very frankly. Since

 you’re from California, they thought you were going

 to be a loser. Did you know that they’re calling you Mr. California?

Steve
No, I didn’t know (then he starts laughing)

Parker

Mind if I laugh too? What’s so funny?

Steve

(Chuckling) I graduated from CCNY!

Parker

That’s funny! We never hired anyone from that school
Steve

I know, I know! (Talking to the bartender) One more, please!

1960s music plays in the background.

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s office – Sloan & Vaspers Agency
The camera zooms in at Steve working on his storyboard.

Steve (V.O.)

The copy I wrote was very competitive.

 I had my own ways in competing other companies.

CUT TO:

A close shot on a deodorant box with “BRAND X” written on it.

Steve (V.O.)

I didn’t use the “BRAND X” traditional way….

CUT TO:

Several deodorant boxes appear, each has the name of its company.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

Instead, I place competitors’ products in my ads,

 full labels showing….But of course, it was a big risk!

CUT TO:
Close up shots on several newspapers with headlines concerning Sloan & Vaspers Agency products.

Steve (V.O.)

The advertising papers began to write about this….

CUT TO:

Shots of many letters from competitors’ agencies being placed on Steve’s desk

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

And letters appeared ever now and then. It was becoming a headache!

CUT TO:
INT. Steve’s meeting room – Sloan & Vaspers Agency

Steve is having a meeting with the writers in his group. They are having an argument with him.

Writing Member 1

Frankly Mr. Robbins, we’re not feeling so hot here!

Steve

And why is that?

Writing Member 2

You’re adding more technical information about

 the products and that means that we have to keep

 our asses awake all night to learn about the 

new information. I see it’s just a waste of time.

Steve
Oh, come on! I don’t see it anything except competing the
 other agencies who have been giving us a pain for the last few months.

Writing Member 2
(Furiously) God Damn it! Haven’t you seen what

 they wrote about us? The number of letters sent to our company?

Steve

Well, what’s new? We always receive some 

criticism; any company does.....That’s normal!

Writing Member 3

Not like those ones!

Steve

Well if that bothers you, can you give me some suggestions?

Writing Member 2

(He gets up) I haven’t got any god damn suggestions.

 (He packs his stuff) I can’t stand this anymore! Nice working with you fellas!

He is about to open the door and leave when Steve interrupts him.
Steve

Hey, this is not the way to solve this

Writing Member 2

Oh, shut the fuck up!

Silence for a while. All the members turn their eyes to Steve who looks very nervous and embarrassed. Then, all the members leave the meeting until the place is empty.

Steve (V.O.)

At the end of the second year of

 my contract, the agency dropped me!

Fade out

Steve (V.O. CONTD)
I was more trouble than I was worth, very frankly!

CUT TO:

INT. Living Room – Steve’s house

We see the Super Bowl VI game on T.V.
Title: January 16th, 1972
Announcer

“And it looks like a great night here at the Tulane
 Stadium, and here they come the undefeated
 team of the season, the Miami Dolphins…..”
Steve is relaxing in his couch then the camera moves to Beverly who takes one of her students to the door.
Student

Thank you, Mrs. Robbins!

Beverly

You’re welcome…I’ll see you tomorrow. Bye!
Beverly closes the door then comes to sit next to Steve. She seems very tired.
Beverly
What a day!

Steve

I see you’re going so well

Beverly

Yea, we’re doing ok!

Steve

Well, what’s going on these days in your group?
Beverly
Nothing much that I can talk about

Steve

What’s your latest topic?

Beverly

Sex!

Steve

What?

Beverly

Sex!

Steve looks a bit shocked. The camera shows both of them opposite each other.

Steve

What do you mean by sex? In detail!

Beverly

Honey, the idea behind a consciousness-raising
 group is for us to share our feelings and experiences
Steve now looks more shocked.
Steve

Consciousness-raising group!? What’s that?
Beverly

I joined this group a month ago, ok?

Steve

Why didn’t you tell me that?

Beverly

Steve, this is not the case right now! This group
 happens to be very caring about people’s lives by the way

Steve stares at Beverly for a moment.
Steve

Bev, have you been talking about us?

Beverly gets up.

Steve

Where are you going?

Beverly

I’m going to clean the mess in the basement,

 would you mind in giving me a hand?

Steve follows Beverly to the basement as they keep talking along the way.

Steve

You didn’t answer my question?

Beverly

We all talk about our sex lives. Why are you probing?

Steve
I don’t talk about these things with
 people in my office. I’d like to….
Beverly

(Interrupting) Can you get that

 plastic bag and open it for me, please?

Steve

(He gets the bag and goes on) I’d like to know

 what you’re talking about in the group

Beverly

(Filling the plastic bag with junk) Well, sex! Having
 it, not having it, how often and what I like and what
 you like, and why we do it and why we don’t. You know, stuff like that!

Steve stands in silent in his place and stares at Beverly in shock.
Beverly (CONTD)

(Noticing Steve’s facial expression) What’s the matter?

Steve
I’m going to faint!

Beverly

(Laughing) You shouldn’t have asked. Ok, tell me your story!

They keep on cleaning.

Steve (V.O.)

One week after I left the Sloan & Vaspers agency,
 I found a job at the Young & Rubicam
 agency for forty-two thousand dollars a year.

CUT TO:

Black and White

Several shots of Steve giving a speech at a conference meeting
Steve (V.O. CONTD)
I became very famous at the time. I went to

 industry dinners and made speeches on “Truth

 in Advertising”. But that wasn’t just enough for me!

CUT TO:
A close shot on a live talk show. The guest is Steve’s teammate, Ray Tolchin. Ray speaks to the host about changes in advertising in the last two decades. Sub-headlines appear: “Ray Tolchin, Media Expert, Young & Rubicam Agency”.
Steve (V.O.)

I was a very competitive man. I had to be the best.
 As I moved up the corporate ladder, I knew I would
 be obliged to answer corporation needs….And
 that’s exactly what Ray and I had in mind
CUT TO:
EXT. Robbins & Tolchin Agency – Long Island

Low angle shots of a tall building with “Robbins & Tolchin Inc.” written on it

Steve (V.O.)
A New York Times article called us “The Truth
 in Advertising Agency”. On the basis of our
 reputations we signed several accounts….
CUT TO:
INT. Conference Room – Robbins & Tolchin Agency

All the staff members stand up and give a warm welcome to Steve.

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

And at the age of thirty-eight I became
 the president of my own agency
CUT TO:

INT. Living Room – Steve’s house

Steve (V.O.)
Still, Beverly wanted more for herself too.
 So I gave her a similar idea that Ray and I had
We now see Steve talking to Beverly about her career.

Steve

Will you continue doing this play group here?

Beverly

What do you mean?

Steve

Well, many kids are attending, and I think you
 should do what I did. Organize some sort of
 an art school or something. Kids will love that!

Beverly

Honey, you’re a genius! How come I didn’t think

 of that before? (She hugs him) Thank you so much, honey!

Steve (V.O.)

That would make two ambitious careerists in the family

CUT TO:

EXT. Nassau Institute of Children’s Art – Long Island

A two-story building with the title “Nassau Institute of Children’s art” written on it. Beverly makes a speech before the members of the institute. They give her a warm welcome.

Steve (V.O.)

Beverly was very happy with the idea. She wanted
 more than just a play-group in the basement, especially
 that this consciousness-raising group didn’t last
 more than six months. I never liked this
 group anyway, but I was very happy for her
Fade out

CUT TO:

INT. Dining Room – Steve’s house

It’s past ten o’clock in the evening and Steve hasn’t arrived home yet. Beverly is tired of waiting for so long and she looks disappointed. She closes the lights and goes upstairs to her bedroom.

Beverly

(Frustrated) When will this stop, Steve? Just tell me when!

CUT TO:

INT. Tournesol Restaurant – Evening
Steve is having a drink alone and is looking depressed.
CUT TO:

EXT. Tournesol Restaurant

Title: May 29th, 1977
It’s raining heavily outside. Ray Tolchin sees Steve through the glass sitting alone. He walks in the restaurant.

CUT TO:

INT. Tournesol Restaurant

Ray orders a cup of coffee then joins Steve at his table.

Ray
You look shit!

Steve

 (Mocking) Hi to you too!

Ray

Man, you’re drinking too much

Steve

Well, you know me, I always drink after work.
 You know, under pressure as a president and these sorts of stuff
Ray

Well you have to cool it down man.

 Look at yourself! You gained a lot of weight
Steve

(Taking another shot) Yea, well I think I’m having the
 beginnings of a middle-aged paunch. You left work early today!

Ray
Oh, yea I did! I promised my kids that
 I would take them to see Star Wars

Steve

Star Wars!? Oh yea that movie with these laser
 sticks and all these weird creatures? You saw that?

Ray
Oh man, you should have seen that film.

 It’s just amazing! It has all these cool effects

 and cool machines. I was confused by the story though!

Steve

Is it similar to my story? Maybe I could help you
 to figure it out! (Holding his head) Oh Shit!

Ray

Hey the rain stopped. Come on, let’s go for 
a walk. (Calling the waitress) Check please!

CUT TO:
EXT. 50-12 Vernon Blvd – Long Island
It’s almost midnight. Steve and Ray are the only ones in the street. Steve tells ray his story with Beverly.
Steve

How do you keep yourself fit?

Ray

Well I do some exercises during
 the day. You should do the same
Steve

I don’t have time!
Ray

Is Beverly that busy too?

Steve

Yea! Full time job at that art school. She keeps
 insisting that I should take a break from work to do household duties
Ray

Well, you should. I mean, at one point the 
house will be a mess and the kids will need you
Steve

I know, but I’m very busy! Can you imagine her
 asking me to take over two meals a day and all baby-sitting phone calls?

Ray

And what about her? What’s her role?
Steve

She does the rest I guess, but she is very busy too.
 (Stopping for a while on the sidewalk) We don’t see each other a lot, Ray!
Ray

Maybe you two should take a time off!

Steve

You mean like vacation? Naah! It
 won’t be necessary. I have a lot to finish here.

Both of them are standing in the middle of the street. Steve lights a cigarette.
Ray

Since when do you smoke?

Steve

Since now! You know that my birthday was four
 days ago? I didn’t figure that out till now…Just now
, while we’re talking! My daughter had a school
 play a couple of days ago. I promised her that 
I would go and see her…You wanna know what
 happened when I didn’t show up? Her friend
 told me that she cried in the middle of the play 
and started cursing parents! Till this moment, she
 wouldn’t even speak to me. I guess my wife has
 gone to bed by now, tired of waiting
 for me. I think I’m going to lose it, Ray!
Ray

Do you have any suggestions?

Steve

No, I don’t. What shall I do? Quit my job?

Ray

I don’t think your job is the problem

Steve

Well, what is it then?

Ray

I’m not sure exactly what you call it, but surely

 it’s not your job! Which way are you going?
Steve

(Pointing to the left) That way!

Ray

I’m going straight-ahead. Well, goodnight 
Steve and try not to think about it too much!

Steve

Alright!

Steve continues walking down the street
CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s House – Midnight

It’s pitch black inside the living room. All the lights are closed and there is total silence. Steve comes in slowly and we hear him suffering a headache.

Steve

Ahh, shit! My head!

He walks in as we hear his footstep then he goes upstairs to his bedroom

CUT TO:
INT. Bedroom – Midnight

Beverly is asleep. In the background, Steve comes in and sits on the bed for a while. He takes off his shoes, lies beside her for a moment then he leans over her.
Steve

Bev, you’re still awake?

Beverly

Yea!
Steve

What’s happening to us?

Beverly

I don’t know!

Steve

What can we do?

Beverly

I don’t know!

Steve holds her for a while then falls asleep
CUT TO:

INT. Dining Room – Morning

Steve is not eating his breakfast and is thinking deeply. Sarah and Amy are having an argument. Amy is wearing a button that has indications of Nuclear Power on it.

Sarah

Daddy, don’t you think you can come up with 
something better then “Stop Nuclear Proliferation”?

Amy

But I’m sure daddy is in favor, right daddy?
 You work for corporations and corporate America
 wants nuclear plants. What do you think, daddy?
Steve
I’m not necessarily in favor!

The two girls give Steve a strange look. They finished breakfast and scattered.

Sarah

I’m going, bye!

Steve

(Holding Amy) Amy, whatever you think of
 your corporate father, I can do better than “Stop 
Nuclear Proliferation”. Writing, after all, is what I do!

Amy

Go ahead then!

Steve

(Thinking for a while) Nuclear Energy is a bomb!

Amy

(Giving Steve a grudging smile) Pretty good!

1970s country music plays in the background

CUT TO:

EXT. JFK Airport – Terminal 2
Plane takes off

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s office – Robbins & Tolchin Agency

Steve is talking on the phone

Steve

No, no…This is Stone Age, man! Try something

 different, ok? Give me a call in two days 

and tell me what you can come up with

CUT TO:
EXT. Portraits Shop – Long Island

Beverly pulls Steve into “Jeffrey’s Portraits” shop

CUT TO:

INT. Jeffrey’s Portraits

Beverly argues with Steve about a landscape painting

Steve

I don’t like it!

Beverly

Well I do! I’ll buy it for my office

CUT TO:

INT. Hallway – Nassau Institute of Children’s Art

Class 9-B

CUT TO:

INT. Class 9-B

Beverly gives a lecture about different colors matching

Beverly

How many of you know how to color?

All the students raise their hands

Beverly

Good! And how many of you know how to match colors?

CUT TO:
INT. Steve’s office – Robbins & Tolchin Agency
Steve, Ray and four of their teammates discuss new products for advertising

Steve

How the hell am I going to advertise frozen

 pizza? I guess I’ll have to taste it first, right?

They all laugh

CUT TO:

No sign of life inside Steve’s house. The living room, the dining room and the bedroom are all empty.

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s office – Evening

Steve is working as Ray is about to leave.

Ray

Steve, aren’t you going home?

Steve

No, I still have some work

Ray

Well, don’t forget to tell Bob to shut down the place after you finish, ok?

CUT TO:

INT. John Cleary’s house – Long Island

Pat, John Cleary’s wife, brings Steve and his neighbor John some coffee. 

Steve

John, I came here to say I’ve got business 

problems. (Taking the cup from Pat)

 Thanks! And my marriage is falling apart

John
Problems? Married to someone like Bevy? I can’t
 believe it! You don’t know how I’ve envied you.
 Pat is so vapid…. (Whispering to Steve) Do
 you know where she is right now? Ironing my underwear!

Steve

She irons your underwear? (Chuckling) 
You must have outstanding underwear!

John

Well anyway, do you have any plans in mind?

Steve

Well why do you think I came to you?
CUT TO:
INT. Sylvia’s home – Morning

Close shot on “Sylvia Pressman: Marriage Counselor” written on the door
CUT TO:

INT. Sylvia’s office – Morning

Title: April 12th, 1978
Steve and Beverly are listening to Sylvia’s explanation.

Sylvia
What we have here are two people who still have 
concern for each other, but haven’t the
 time for the care that a marriage requires
Steve

Well, we were told this a lot on talk shows

Beverly

So what does that mean?

Sylvia

This is a new development, the woman working at
 the same level of intensity as the man. 
We don’t know what it will all mean yet!

Steve

Just what I wanted to be, a new development!

CUT TO:

EXT. 141 Dosoris Lane – Glen Cove

Steve drives his car aimlessly till he stops at a “Dead End” sign. Beverly is seated next to him. There is silence for a while.

Beverly
Is this the price you have to pay to be
 independent? Getting your marriage screwed up?

Steve

It’s both of us. We’re both so busy!

Beverly

I’m not running away from you Steve, 
I’m just trying to do something of my own!

Steve

What does that suppose to mean?

Beverly

It means that I want to spend the summer away
 from you. I need some time to be by myself

Steve

Jesus! Are we that far gone?

Beverly

I just need a separate vacation, that’s all! People do take them

Steve

Look, Bev! Why don’t we and the
 kids go for a vacation this summer?

Beverly

No Steve, no!

Steve

What? What’s wrong?

Beverly

Remember our vacation last summer? Antigua in the Caribbean!?

The camera focuses on Steve who looks speechless

Beverly (CONTD)

Ten days of absolutely nothing. All we did was
 some sex and listening to the “Yellow Birds”.
 No Steve, I can’t do it anymore! I’ll rent a house at the beach

Steve

Man, this is a trial separation

Beverly

Honey, don’t make it worse. It’s been twenty
 years. I think we’re due for a little time apart. 
Who knows? It might turn out that this is good for us!

Steve

Or it might not!

Beverly

Well, I’m going to do it

Steve couldn’t say anything. He immediately pulls away and drives home
CUT TO:

INT. Rothmann’s Restaurant – Long Island

Frederick Boujez, one of Steve’s new clients, is having a business dinner with Steve
Boujez

Look Steve, Boujez Enterprises…. (Mocking) which
 is my Enterprises had expanded from perfumed
 soaps to a low-priced line of perfumes and colognes,
 and your pal liked the account. What’s wrong in
 naming the perfume after Deidre DeLuca?

Steve

Well, I’m not interested in naming the perfume
 after some tough-looking dancer in Broadway. Besides,
 Deidre is hard to say! Why don’t we do some market testing?

Boujez

Don’t gimme a hard time, will ya? Just get me
 some layouts. I already promised her a fragrance
Steve

(Babbling) Promised her a fra…What? What the fuck does that mean?

Boujez

It means that I’m not interested in any of the
 products or any of your (He makes a gesture of 
craziness, referring to Steve) creative minds.
 I want to do the layouts just to keep the girl
Steve is shocked and looks very angry
CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s office – Robbins & Tolchin Agency

Steve is frustrated as he tries to open the window for fresh air

Steve

Damn window!

The camera shows Ray watching Steve pounding the window. Steve then turns his attention to Ray.

Steve

Well aren’t you gonna say something?

Ray

No I’m not gonna say something because you’re
 a wacko. We can’t resign Boujez; it’ll cost us a fortune
Steve

Ray, that guy doesn’t care about anything or

 anyone except keeping this bitch with him

Ray

Well, if we lost the account, we’ll have to let go
 about twelve people. Hasn’t that occurred to you?

Steve stopped listening. He finally opens the window and takes a look outside for a while
Day Dreaming (Slow Motion)

He throws himself out of the window. We see pieces of paper falling with him.
Flashback

Steve, as a young boy, stairs at the sky as the paper pieces fall around him.

CUT TO:

Steve is still looking outside. He has completely ignored Ray
Ray

Steve, what the hell are you doing?
 Are you even listening to me?

Steve

(Turning towards Ray) We’ve got good views.
 Good views, good suits, good desks. (He is in a

 bad mood) You give out little pieces of yourself

 and it comes back in the form of good suits and

 good desks (Knocking on his desk several times)
Ray

I think you need a rest Steve. Maybe you 

should stay away from the office for a while
Steve

You’re probably right. (Sighing) I’ve lost the theme!

CUT TO:
EXT. Outside the house – Morning
Beverly puts two bags in her trunk. Amy comes with a third huge bag

Beverly

Oh honey, can’t you find something smaller to put your stuff in?

Amy

I did but Sarah took it first

Beverly

Where is she?

Amy

She is having a one-last-conversation with daddy

Beverly

Well tell her that we’re leaving in five minutes
CUT TO:

INT. Living Room – Steve’s house

Sarah

I figured out something like that. I’m never going to get married

Steve

Why is that?

Sarah

Well, it’s just that marriage is so inconvenient

Steve

But there are good parts. Having you was a good part

Amy comes in

Amy

Mom says five minutes and we’re leaving. (Crying) But I don’t wanna go!

Steve

Oh, honey!

Both of them hug their father

Steve

It’s just this summer, ok?

Amy

But how are we going to know how you’re doing?

Steve

I’ll try to keep in touch whenever I can

Sarah

Dad, I couldn’t reach Sparks to tell him goodbye, so…

Steve

(Interrupting) Who’s Sparks?

Amy

(Teasing her) Her lover!

Sarah

(Annoyed) Shut up! He’s just a friend

Steve

Alright, I will tell him that you called him and I’ll
 give him your number so he can call you anytime…Sounds fair?
Sarah

Yeah, I guess so!

CUT TO:

EXT. Outside the house – Morning

Beverly puts one last bag in the trunk and calls for the girls

Beverly

Ok, come on girls!

Pan to the left

The two girls get in the car. Beverly came to say goodbye to Steve who is standing by Beverly’s window.

Steve

Something’s bothering me!

Beverly

Steve, this is good for both of us. And don’t

 think that I’m enjoying this, because I’m not!
Steve

But you shouldn’t leave me

Beverly

I’m not leaving you! It’s a separate vacation

Steve

I hate this!

Beverly pulls Steve’s head down and kisses his forehead. She is on the verge of tears.
Beverly

I’ll see you soon!

She gets in the car and drives away. Steve watches them going further and waves them goodbye. For a moment, he stands in the middle of the street alone.

CUT TO:

INT. Living Room – Evening

Title: 3 days later

Steve is watching “Casablanca”. He is drinking too much. One can after another being thrown on the floor. The phone rings but he ignores it. As he watches the movie, he remembers some of his old days.

Flashback

INT. UCLA Dance Floor – California

Steve is dancing with Beverly

Steve

What’s your name?

Beverly

Beverly Hillman!

Steve
I’m Steve Robbins. I like the way you dance
Beverly

Thanks. Would you like to be my date tonight?
Steve

Sure! That’ll be great!

CUT TO:

INT. Living Room – Evening

Steve is on the verge of tears.
Flashback

INT. Temple Coffee House – Sacramento
Steve and Beverly are chatting together. The camera brings them opposite each other.

Steve

So what are you doing now?

Beverly

Studying history! I wanna work in a museum

Steve

Really? Cool!

CUT TO:

INT. Living Room – Evening

The phone rings again but Steve ignores it. He lights up a cigarette.

Flashback

EXT. Tent – George Hillman’s house

Steve and Beverly are getting married

Preacher

I now pronounce you husband and
 wife. You may now kiss the bride
Steve kisses Beverly

Beverly (V.O.)

Steve, I want to spend the summer away 

from you. It will be good fro both of us!

CUT TO:
INT. Living Room – Evening

Steve looks exhausted. He throws the cigarette away and holds his head.

Steve

What did I do wrong? (Out loud) What
 did I do wrong? (Kicking the table roughly)

He gets relaxed a little. Then, he wears his robe and goes outside. He leaves the house and heads towards the main road. He crosses the street and passes by closed shops. For a while he feels lonely and sad till he reaches St. Pauls Episcopl Church. He walks towards it.
CUT TO:

INT. St. Pauls Episcopl Church – Long Island

The camera is focused on a chorus playing a medley. Steve passes by the camera and takes a seat in the middle row. He wipes out his tears. Then, his mother comes and sits next to him.
Sylvia

Honey, you look awful!

Steve

Mom! Is that you?

Sylvia

Don’t worry dear! I’m just your imagination!

Steve

Oh, mom! Please help me

Sylvia

(Comforting Steve) Oh, dear! She was a beautiful woman

Steve

I don’t know what happened? We were so good together!

Sylvia

Come on Steve! Nobody told you to drink too much
 after work and come back at two o’clock in the morning

Steve

I was under pressure mom!

Sylvia

So was she! She had her kids to take care of, and where were you?

Steve
I had too much work

Sylvia

Nonsense! No job keeps a man from his
 home. Your father told me that once
Steve

My father was never a president of an
 agency or something. It was different!
Sylvia

No it was not! It was not different at all. Your
 father was working very hard when the world was 
collapsing. Women had to stay at home and men
 had to work to raise the family. Isn’t that responsibility?
 And besides, your father sneaked out every night!

Steve turns his attention to her looking shocked of what she said.

Sylvia (CONTD)

From one woman to the other till I was about to
 hang myself. Why do you think he got remarried?
 But he came home and raised you well, and I can 
see that he succeeded in that. I’m thanking God 
of every minute I see you successful. (Almost Crying)
 but now look at yourself! You look like hell! I suppose
 you’re gonna tell me you didn’t have time to go to
 church…Well, look what the Lord did to you!
Steve

(Depressed) what shall I do mom?

Sylvia

I can’t tell you what to do. I can only show you the
 way. Steve, money and success aren’t everything
 in life. Sometimes you should search deeply in your 
heart and go back in time. Maybe then you’ll find happiness
Steve now gets a clear message in his mind

Sylvia

People are coming now! I should go now before I find
 you in an institute or something. Think Steve – think deeply!

CUT TO:

INT. Basement – Steve’s house

Steve gets out a box containing some of his old stuff. The Dixie cups cover collection, the varsity jacket and pictures of Snuffy
Steve (V.O.)

How are you, dad?

Bernard (O.S.)

Steve! I’m fine son, how are you?

Steve (V.O.)

I’m doing well. Dad, why I called – what if I
 had wanted to be liberal arts major when I was younger?

Steve takes out a picture of him and his father fishing

Bernard (O.S.)

Liberal Arts!? What would you do with liberal arts?

Steve (V.O.)

That’s what I thought! Thanks a lot, dad. I’ll speak to you soon
A close up shot on the picture
Fade out
Fade in

INT. Subway – Penn Station

Title: June 10th, 1978
Steve has shaved and dressed in clean clothes. He looks fresh and is now heading to Fordham Road

CUT TO:
EXT. Fordham Road – Morning

Steve steps out onto the street and takes a deep breath. The camera rises till we see the whole neighborhood. Steve then takes a walk in the streets and passes by old and new stores
CUT TO:

EXT. 178th St. – Fordham Road

He finds an old savings bank building being rebuilt and an old cafeteria out of business

CUT TO:

EXT. 188th St. – Fordham Road

He spots “Krum’s”, an old soda parlor. Now it’s a candy and card shop

CUT TO:

INT. Krum’s – 188th Street

Steve walks to the counter

Steve

Where is the ice-cream?

Cashier

We don’t sell ice-cream

Steve

You don’t sell ice-cream? You should be ashamed!

CUT TO:

EXT. 188th St. – Fordham Road

Steve crosses the street and walks into a candy store

CUT TO:

INT. Candy Store

Steve 

A hot fudge sundae with chocolate ice-cream, please

Cashier

I’m out of hot fudge

Steve

How can you be out of hot fudge?

Cashier

Easy! (He takes the hot fudge can and opens it to
 Steve) You open the can and there is no hot fudge

Steve

Then I’ll have a chocolate frappe

Cashier

A what?

Steve

A chocolate frappe! It’s syrup over ice-cream

Cashier

Why don’t you just say a sundae?

Steve

A sundae is whipped cream, nuts and a cherry. A frappe is just syrup

Cashier

(Annoyed) Listen mister, I’ll give you a frappe.
 What the hell do I care? (Opening the can of
 whipped cream) But be me it’s a sundae
Steve

(Smiling to the cashier) I’ve come home!

CUT TO:

EXT. Poe Park – Bronx

At Poe Park, young mothers were sitting on benches chatting as their children were playing. Old people were playing chess or cards. Steve is having his frappe and a cup of coffee. A ball is thrown near his feet and a kid comes for it. Steve smiles to him and gives him the ball. The kid walks to his parents. Steve keeps staring at the couple and their kid.
CUT TO:

EXT. Kingsbridge Road – Bronx

The camera shows us the entrance of the building Steve used to live in. Steve then comes across the street and looks up at the window of his old apartment.

CUT TO:
INT. Apartment – Bronx

The door bell rings. A man comes and opens the door.

Steve

Hi! My name is Steve Robbins. I used to live in this
 apartment. I was wondering if I could come in!

Man

(Looking suspiciously) Are you a burglar?

Steve

No sir! I really used to live here twenty years ago. 
(Pointing to the next apartment) Next door was a
 Mrs. Cavanaugh. Could I look around? Just for memories!

Man
(Making a way in for Steve) You’d better 

not be a burglar. I’m a police officer

Steve walks in and starts looking around. He looks at the new furniture, the new carpets and the new accessories.
Steve

Mind if I go into this room? (Pointing at the man’s room)

Man

Not at all!

CUT TO:

INT. Bedroom – Apartment

Steve enters the bedroom and goes for the window. He looks outside and remembers his old friends, Jerry and Arthur, calling up to him.

Jerry (V.O.)

Hey, Steve! Come on down

Steve steps away from the window and rests his forehead against the wall. The police officer notices Steve’s expression
Man

You okay, mister?

Steve

(Turning around) I used to be very happy

 in this room. Do you have children?

Man

Two boys. My wife is a teacher

Steve then walks to the closet
Steve

(Turning to the man) This may look odd

He gets down to his knees and searched in the closet to find “Stevie was here” written on the floor in ink. Steve smiles as the man notices it.
Man

Oh, crap! Stupid house painters missed it

CUT TO:

EXT. Steve’s house – Great Neck

It’s almost sunset

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s bedroom

Steve has several pictures of Jerry and Arthur, some of the baseball cards he had as a child and his newly purchased basketball.

CUT TO:

EXT. The Fishers store – Kingsbridge Road

Steve walks to The Fishers, an old candy store, which is run by Chris Anton.

Steve

Could I have an egg cream?

Chris

Right away!

Steve looks strangely at what he is doing. We see Chris putting too much syrup, too little milk and too much seltzer, and then he gives it to Steve.

Chris

Here you go!

Steve

How much?

Chris

Forty cents!

Steve

(Taking one dollar out of his pocket) I used
 to work here. An egg cream was six cents
Chris

It costs me six cents to wash the glass

Steve

Keep the change!

Chris

Thanks!

CUT TO:

EXT. St. James Park – Morning

Steve notices some teenagers playing basketball. He goes to his car and brings his new basketball and his new T-shirt, dungarees and sneakers.
CUT TO:

EXT. Basketball Court – St. James Park

Steve, in basketball outfit, is trying to regain his skills. He begins dribbling down the right side and shoots. He misses the ring and feels pain in his shoulder. For several times, he does the same steps with more running, but eventually he becomes exhausted. He sits on the bench and holds his shoulder in pain. Several teenagers come by.
Teenager

Wanna play?

Steve

(Breathing heavily) I don’t think so! 
Maybe some other time (He walks away)

CUT TO:

EXT. The Fishers – Kingsbridge Road

Steve is having an egg cream while suffering pain in his shoulder. He can hardly raise his arm.

Chris

What happened to you?

Steve

I’ve spent twenty years out of courts and now I tried to do

 my drifting – off – the – court push shot! That’s what happened!

Chris notices people entering McDonalds’ and the coffee shop. Steve looks at Chris and sympathizes with him.

Steve
I know that feeling

Chris

It’s not my fault, Mr. Robbins. Costs are high and I have to compete with these stores. Man, you’re the only one who comes here

Steve

Chris, an egg cream is a sophisticated
 drink. It’s for the candy store connoisseur!

Chris
I know I’ve been doing it wrong! Why don’t you show me?

Steve goes behind the counter and shows Chris the steps to do it the right way.
CUT TO:

INT. Bathroom – Morning

Steve is holding the tooth brush and tries to raise his it to his mouth. His shoulder hurts him badly.

CUT TO:

EXT. Basketball Court – St. James Park

Steve is practicing more on shooting, some from short distances and others from long distances. He can hardly dribble. As he is practicing, a teenager approaches him.

Teenager

You’re playing?

Steve

Yea!

Teenager

Ok, you got this guy!

The teenagers seem to play a fast ball. They are way better than Steve whose reflexes are terrible. He couldn’t score much but the other guys were doing everything. At the end, he is extremely exhausted and walks away.

CUT TO:

EXT. Poe Park – Bronx

Steve is sitting on the bench reading a book. An old man, Sam the bookmaker, approaches him.

Sam

Stevie!?

Steve

(Looking up to see the old man) Sam the man!

He jumps up and hugs him.

Steve

It’s good to see you, Sam!

Sam

Well, I’m still alive! How’s your father?

Steve

(Sitting on the bench with Sam) He’s fine! He’s in Florida!

Sam

And his new wife – What’s her name?

Steve

Actually, I don’t know much about her

Sam

I do! I know she ain’t as good as your mother!
Steve

(Smiling) Tell me Sam, what happened to The Fishers?
Sam

Ah, Moe and Rhoda Fisher – they’re both dead.

 And then came that boy Chris. Poor boy – has to

 compete with the other new stores.

 The candy store – it’s not the same!

Steve

I know!

Sam

Ok, gimme the highest scores, single game, college!?

Steve

Brevo Francis. A hundred and thirteen

Sam

(Patting his knee) That’s my Stevie! You could have
 been a great bookie. So fill me in – advertising, I remember!

Steve
It wasn’t working out for me anymore!

Sam
So? It’s summer. You’re on vacation, right?

Steve

Yea! I travel in everyday from Long Island and I
 hang around. Maybe I’ve gone crazy, Sam!

Sam

There’s a fella who walks along Jerome Avenue
 and sings “O sole Mio” all day. That’s crazy!

CUT TO:
EXT. Basketball Court – St. James Park

Steve is playing with some middle aged men. Their style of play is close to his. The match ends and one of the guys, Jack Walsh, approaches Steve.

Jack

You new around here?

Steve

I used to live here

Jack

Well, maybe we’ll see you tomorrow

Steve

Thanks! I’ll see you

CUT TO:

EXT. The Fishers – Kingsbridge Road

Chris is standing in the doorway watching people going into the coffee shop or MacDonald’s. Steve is having an egg cream.

Chris

Another nail in my coffin! You see that Mr. Robbins –
 they come in here for newspapers with Big Mac
 containers in their hands. It’s insulting. That’s
 why if you noticed, I don’t prepare anything in advance
Steve finishes his egg cream and gives the glass to Chris.

Steve
Tell me Chris, how did you get into this business?

Chris

Through my cousin, Jack Fisher. He abandoned
 me to work in a luncheonette in Brooklyn. I’ve
 always wanted to visit the village in Crete again 
where I had grown up, but now I own this store. 
As you can see, I’m relying on the sandwiches
 trade to turn matters around, but you know Mr.
 Robbins, everyone has a limit to how much he can eat
Steve
Chris, excuse me for meddling, but this
 store – it’s too spare! It lacks detail

Chris

Detail!?

Steve

Yea, you know – Nickel and dime, penlight batteries,
 rubber bands, ballpoint pens. Things people don’t
 know they need until they see them. And you should
 do something to get kids in here. Get more comic
 books, bubble gum and loose candy – it smells good!

Chris
So where do I get loose candy?

Steve

Well there has to be a distributor

CUT TO:

INT. Secretary’s Office – Robbins & Tolchin Agency

Miss Crawford

Ok, Mr. Robbins I have two names, “Metro Candy & Nut”
 and “Ralph Rotten’s Nut Pound”. Do you want their address?

Steve (O.S.)

No need!

Miss Crawford

Well, ok! They have everything you asked for.
 The spearmint leaves, the jujubes, the chocolate
 kisses and the candy buttons. But they don’t have wax lips
CUT TO:
INT. Pay Phone – The Fishers

Steve

Both of them have no wax lips?

Miss Crawford

No sir! When can we expect you back, Mr. Robbins?

Steve

(Annoyed) No wax lips! It was a wonderful item. You

 could stick it over your lips and then eat it when it stopped being funny

Freeze

Steve (V.O.)

Well if you wanna hear something funny, I actually
 liked it here! From a top New York advertising man
 to a person in the Bronx who is about to get a job
 at a candy store. What could be funnier?

CUT TO:
EXT. Basketball Court – St. James Park

Steve is playing ball with the older guys and Sam the bookmaker is watching

Steve (V.O.)
I was beginning to regain my skills again. There was
 a bar softball league coming up in a couple of
 months and I became their right fielder.
Sam approaches the team and yells out.
Sam

It’s big time today. You got yourself an all-city Clinton

Jack

Really!?

Sam

He scored thirty-four points in a big game against Taft
Steve smiles to him and continues playing
Steve (V.O.)

Bless Sam for remembering. It was thirty-six

 points actually, but I didn’t want to correct him

CUT TO:

EXT. Sam’s House – Evening

We see lights opened at the windows
CUT TO:

INT. Living Room – Sam’s House

Sam shows Steve the family album
Sam

This is my daughter Claire and her husband in Suburban
 New Rochelle. (Turning the page) And take a look at that!
Steve

That’s you and Hinda

Sam

That’s right! I was like Marlon Brando back then (Laughing)

Sam turns to the last page

Sam

What do you think of this?

Steve

That’s me when I was seventeen, standing with
 you at that candy store. I’m in your book?

Sam

Sure! You were part of the store. Don’t you remember?

Steve

I do remember. I didn’t know anyone else did!

CUT TO:

EXT. Basketball Court – St. James Park

Steve and the rest of the team are jogging around the track and practicing on pitching

Steve (V.O.)

It was two weeks till the game and I still had a long

 way to keep in shape. After all, I haven’t played softball for years

CUT TO:
INT. Shannon’s Bar – Jerome Avenue

Jack

Just don’t throw the bat and you’ll be fine

Steve

OK, I’ll try!

Jack

We don’t have time to try! (Handing him his shirt) Here you go!

Steve looks at the shirt which has “Shannon’s Bar” across the front and the number “16” at the back.

CUT TO:

EXT. Harris Park – Jerome Avenue

The match is being played. Steve is doing moderately well, though the Leary’s are winning. At one point, the ball comes towards Steve. He tries to get it but it sails over him and we see him lunging everywhere. The match is finished and The Leary’s win 11-8. the crowd sounds disappointed. 
CUT TO:

INT. Shannon’s Bar – Jerome Avenue

Steve takes his shirt off and gives it to Jack

Jack
What’s this? You’re on the team

Steve

You’re kiddin!

Jack

You didn’t throw the bat

Steve

That’s some record (Drinking beer)

Jack

The season’s ending too early for you

 man. You’re beginning to thrive!

Steve

Well, I love my shirt. Where does it go in the off season?

Jack

It’s yours. Keep it

Steve

Thanks!

Steve smiles to jack and walks away

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s Bedroom – Evening

Steve hangs his shirt on the wall and some of his pictures with the Shannon’s bar team

Steve (V.O.)

The following match, Shannon’s bar defeated 
Emerald Saloon 5-4. I shouted “Yahoo” loudly to
 the sky – not for the strike out, but for my shirt…..

He then stands in the balcony

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

…..For standing in the right field, for being alive
 and being there. I was still yelling after all the others had stopped
At the far sight, we see the bedroom lights shut off
CUT TO:

EXT. The Fishers – Kingsbridge Road

Title: August 28th, 1978
The Fishers store is all new now. It has the names of the products on the window “Authentic Malt Malteds. Genuine Creams. Lime Rickeys. Sodas. Sundaes. Frappes”
Steve (V.O.)

Chris and I changed the front window so that 
we could serve drinks to people standing on the sidewalk
Steve is giving out sundaes and sodas to the people standing outside. He is getting more orders every now and then.
Steve (V.O. CONTD)

By the end of August, I was working full time in
 the candy store. My egg cream was made with
 the right proportions of syrup, milk and seltzer
Steve puts some candy sticks on the counter
Steve (V.O. CONTD)

I was competing the other stores
 and had many customers flowing in

Steve

(Looking at MacDonald’s) Stick this up, MacDonald’s!
Steve (V.O. CONTD)

Of course, I realized also that my advertising career was over

CUT TO:

INT. Ray’s Office – Robbins & Tolchin Agency

Steve (O.S.)

Ray, I’m pulling out of agency

Ray

You’re serious!?

Steve (O.S.)

Yes, absolutely!

Ray

Taking what with you?

CUT TO:
INT. Pay Phone – The Fishers

Steve

Let the lawyers work it out

Ray (O.S.)

Steve what’s going on? Are you starting another shop?

Steve

No! I’m just through with cranking the stuff out

CUT TO:

INT. Ray’s Office – Robbins & Tolchin Agency

Ray

I don’t want you stealing any accounts.

 And I want to keep the name..........

CUT TO:

INT. Pay Phone – The Fishers

Ray (O.S. CONTD)

……….Robbins & Tolchin. There’s continuity with a name
Steve

Whatever you say, Ray!

Ray (O.S.)

We’ll get some papers drawn. When is this effective?

Steve

Immediately!

Ray (O.S.)

We can handle it. So what’s your plan?

Steve

I’m a soda jerk in a candy store
Ray (O.S.)

(Laughing) That’s a good one, Steve!

Steve

On Kingsbridge Road in the Bronx. If you’re ever

 in the neighborhood, drop by (He hangs up)

CUT TO:
INT. Ray’s Office – Robbins & Tolchin Agency

Ray hangs up the phone. He looks surprised by what Steve told him

CUT TO:

EXT. The Fishers – Morning

A close up shot on “Steve’s Special”. It’s being given out to every customer, including the softball team and Sam the bookmaker.

Jack
Now that’s what I call a sundae!

Steve

Glad you liked it. John, what do you think?

John

It’s the best god damn sundae I ever had!

Steve

Probably because it’s the only sundae

 you ever had (laughing with them). Sam?

Sam

It’s good, Steve! It’s nice

John

Oh, come on Uncle Sam! You gotta

 admit it’s an amazing sundae!

Sam

(Furiously) Well can’t you see I’m eating it?

He dips the spoon deeply and has a big bite.

Sam

(Mouthful) Happy now?

They all avoid him
Jack

Well we have to go now; there is a big game against
 the Bronx Rangers next week. You two are coming, right?

The camera is focused on Sam eating the sundae. In the background, Steve looks worried about him.

Steve

Yea, sure! We’ll come

The guys leave then Steve turns his attention to Sam

Steve

What’s the matter with you?

Sam

For this you went to college?

Steve

It’s lost art, Sam. So much comes packaged today

Sam

How much does he pay you?

Steve

Five dollars an hour!

Sam

Well, you’re between jobs, but you have

 a job in the meantime is how I see it

Steve
I know, Sam! You can see of course

 that I have a job (Pointing to the store)
Sam
Don’t be insulted, Steve! Look, I have a friend who
 has a son in advertising. They do ads for a lot
 of big stores. I can make a phone call right now
Steve

That’s kind of Sam, but I’m not in advertising 
anymore. And I’m positive of that. I’ve just
 called the agency and told them I’m pulling out
Sam
Ok, Steve! Whatever you say. I have to go home
 now or Hinda will start worrying. I’ll see you later!

Steve
Ok, see you!

More customers are flowing in for “Steve’s Special”, when, in the foreground, a black limousine stops in front of the store.

Steve (V.O.)

Ray stopped by, and as many others, couldn’t believe

 what I was doing. But I had a way to convince him

CUT TO:
Ray

A “Steve’s Special”? First an agency

 named after you and now a sundae?

Steve

How many people can make that claim in their lives?

Ray
(Sitting at the counter) You’re in a candy store and

 I’m dealing with Boujez. God, I hate that creep!

Steve

Cheer up! How about a malted on the house!

CUT TO:

Ray takes a sip

Ray

It’s good!

Steve

Just good!? (Coming from behind the 

counter) Is that the best malted you ever had?

Ray

Well, yes! (He drinks more)

 It’s not bad! (He drinks all of it)

Both of them start laughing

Ray

You make a terrific malted, you maniac!

Steve

Cold milk is the secret. Don’t let that go around, ok?

Ray

Sure you dropped out? Because the lawyers are talking

Steve

Yes, I’m sure

Ray finishes his drink and goes to his car

Ray

Steve, a candy store! Are you really alright?

Steve

It wasn’t. But I’m getting there!

Ray gets in the car and pulls away. Steve gets back in the store
Steve (V.O.)
Jack Walsh invited me to a party at his house
 on Labor Day. This was nine days away
CUT TO:
EXT. Backyard – Steve’s house

Steve gets the mail from the mailbox and walks to his house

Steve (V.O. CONTD)

The girls wrote that they and Beverly will arrive to
 Long Island after Labor Day. Which, in fact,
 gave me some time to do a lot of stuff!

CUT TO:
EXT. Jack’s apartment – Grand Concourse

We see lights and hear music
CUT TO:

INT. Living Room – Jack’s Apartment

The place is crowded with guests. Steve, holding a bottle of wine, is trying to pass through. Jack gives him a warm greeting and leads him to the bar. Steve then meets Nancy Reilly, a close friend of Jack.

Nancy

So you’re Steve!

Steve

Have you heard of me?

Nancy

No! I just thought I’d say that

Steve

Nancy, how old are you?

Nancy

Twenty-four!

Steve

Twenty-four!? I see – Well, I’m forty-five

Nancy

You look younger

Steve

Thanks! I guess

She smiles to him then excuses herself to talk to someone else. Steve then turns to Jack and Terry

Jack

So when is the baby due?

Terry

Anytime next month. Do you have kids, Steve?

Steve

Yea, I do!

He takes a picture of his family and shows it to them

Steve
This is my wife, Beverly. She has an art school for

 kids. Sarah, she’ll be a freshman at Vassar. And

 Amy, she’s keeping the planet in an ecological balance

Jack

You never told me you’re married.

 You could have brought your wife

Steve

Well, we’re separated actually. We’re

 sort of non-married at the moment
CUT TO:

INT. Living Room – Jack’s Apartment

Steve is sitting on the couch and drinking. Nancy sits next to him
Nancy

Jack tells me you used to be in advertising

Steve

Yes

Nancy

And now you work in a candy store?
Steve

Well, I’ve changed careers

Nancy

You must be very weird, or very
 interesting. Would you like to dance?

Steve

Sure!

Nancy and Steve start dancing. Steve then remembers the night he danced with Beverly at the UCLA dance floor.

Flashback

CUT TO:

INT. UCLA Dance Floor – California

Beverly

Would you like to be my date tonight?

Steve

Sure!

They start dancing

CUT TO:
INT. Living Room – Jack’s Apartment

Steve doesn’t look very good. Nancy places her cheeks against his face and he starts to get nervous. He stops dancing.

Nancy

What’s wrong?

Steve

Sorry, Nancy! I have to go

He says goodbye to Jack and Terry then rushes out

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s Car

The camera is focused on Steve who after a while starts crying
Fade out
CUT TO:
INT. Storage Room – Grand Concourse

Title: September 8th, 1978

Steve is buying a dog and now is trying to reach a good deal with Mr. Gomez, the owner of the storage room.

Steve

How much, Mr. Gomez?

Mr. Gomez

Thirty-seven fifty. He has license. I give you leash.

Steve

This is not a champion here

Mr. Gomez

Ok! Twenty-nine fifty

Steve

(Looking at the dog) That’s still too high

Mr. Gomez

For you, twenty-two fifty and I throw in a cat

Steve

You’ve got a deal. But I don’t need a cat

Mr. Gomez

You got a dog!

CUT TO:

INT. Beverly’s Car – Main Road

Amy and Sarah are playing cards

Amy

Hey, that’s cheating!

Sarah

(Annoying Amy) Game’s rules

Amy

(Throwing the cards) I’m not playing

Sarah

Fine!

Beverly

Girls please, will you stop it? We’re there!

Through the car’s window we see Steve standing in the doorway. The girls call out “Daddy”

CUT TO:
EXT. Steve’s House – Great Neck

Beverly unloads her suit cases from the station wagon. The girls rush and hug Steve

Sarah

Daddy, you look great!

Amy

You lost like fifteen pounds. 

What did you do in the summer?

Steve

I’ll tell you all about it when we all go inside, ok?

The girls rush to the house and fight for who is going to use the phone first. Beverly is standing a little further from Steve
Steve

(Turning to Beverly) Hi old friend!

He walks over her and puts his arms around her

Beverly

You look extraordinary, Steve. Being

 away from me must agree with you.

Steve

It doesn’t!

Beverly

(Noticing the dog at the doorway) What’s that?

Steve

(Looking at the doorway) That’s my dog. I brought him
 from a super in the city. Guess he ruined the second surprise
CUT TO:
INT. Living Room – Steve’s House

It’s a family gathering. Steve is about to make an announcement

Sarah

(Patting the dog) He’s very homely! What’s his name?

Steve

Ramon!

Amy

What a name! We should change it to Butch

Sarah

Or maybe Max, but Ramon is not a dog’s name

Steve
Alright, that’s enough with the dog’s name! I have
 some important things to tell you. This summer I 
went through a very bad time. A personal crisis, 
you might call it. I’m okay now. But at the time, 
nothing seemed right. Not our marriage, Bev
as we all know. Not my work. Nothing!

Beverly

(Sympathizing with him) Oh, Steve…

Steve

It was like I was lost. Then I remembered my old
 neighborhood in the Bronx, and I went back
 there, and I got myself together. First, I just hung
 around, and then I even got a job. I resigned from the agency
They are all shocked

Beverly

What?

Sarah

You resigned?

Steve

Look, when I was a kid I had this image – I was 
going to be an advertising man. I was going to be
 sophisticated, well dressed and very un-Bronx. 
And when I got there, it was just a 
meaningless game of being successful.
They stare at him in shock. Beverly looks nervous
Steve

You might as well hear it all.

 I’m working in a candy store!

Amy

(Shouting) Daddy! That’s not funny!

Steve

I’m not kidding, really!

Beverly

A candy store, Steve?

Amy

This is so embarrassing!
Sarah

Daddy, I’m supposed to go to college

Steve

Oh, don’t worry honey! I put the money away for
 you. Look, the people are very decent. They’ve 
treated me kindly. I’d like you to come
 up and see what I’m involved in, ok?

They’re all avoiding his eyes

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s Car – Fordham Road

Steve took Beverly with him. Beverly seems a little upset

Steve (V.O.)

Beverly consented to come, but the girls declined.
 The best I could extract from them was that they 
would take care of the dog when I was out of the house
CUT TO:
EXT. Basketball Courts – St. James Park

In the background, behind the fence, we see Steve parking the car then he and Beverly get out and walk into the basketball court. Steve approaches Jack

Steve

Hey, Jack!

Jack

Hey, Steve! How are you?

Steve

I’m fine! Jack this is my wife Beverly Robbins

Jack

Hi Beverly! Heard a lot about you from Steve

Beverly

(Smiling) Well, God knows what he told you

Jack

Very nice to meet you!

Beverly

You too!

CUT TO:

EXT. Poe Park – Bronx

Steve and Beverly are walking in Poe Park. In the meantime, everyone says hi to him
Beverly

(Amused) You’re known here!

Steve
It’s my neighborhood!

Beverly

I remember all this from when your mother died

Steve

Yea! Nothing actually changed. Come on,

 I’ll introduce you to my best friend here

CUT TO:
EXT. Poe Park – Bronx

Steve

Sam and I meet. We play cards and talk about sports

Sam

He has a good mind. It’s very hard to stump him.
 Best career batting average – Williams, Musial or DiMaggio?

Steve

Williams. Three forty-four

Sam

See?

Steve
I’m showing Beverly the neighborhood. You’re a stop on the cultural tour

Sam

Am I? A cultural tour? In that case, I guess you 
should stay till the weekend to finish the tour.
 But I’m glad to have met you finally! 

CUT TO:

EXT. Kingsbridge Road – Bronx

Close shot on a picture of Steve with the softball team

Beverly

You’re on their team?

Steve

Isn’t that something?

Beverly

Yes it is. I’m amazed, Steve!

Steve

Told you it’s a nice place

Beverly

Well, in that case, let’s see this famous candy store

CUT TO:
EXT. The Fishers – Kingsbridge Road

Chris is working on receipts when he sees Steve and Beverly approaching the store

Steve

Chris, I’d like you to meet my wife, Beverly Robbins

Chris

(Approaching Beverly) Your wife? I didn’t 

know Steve had such a beautiful wife

Beverly

He’s very tricky!

Chris
You have no idea how your husband saved me. 
I was going to be devoured by the Big Mac. He 
fixed all this up, the candies and the specialties. 
Frankly speaking, nobody knows the candy store 
business better than your husband, Mrs. Robbins!

Beverly

(Taking a seat) Is that so? You wrote the copy?

Steve

The copy and the concept! Let me make you a chocolate egg cream
Beverly

I guess you’re gonna tell me you have a special
He makes “Stevie’s Special” and gives it to Beverly. She takes a sip

Beverly

You just keep amusing me along the way

Steve

I knew you would like it

She drinks more as she has her eyes on Steve

CUT TO:

INT. Bedroom – Steve’s House

It’s two o’clock in the morning. Steve wakes up and finds Beverly not sleeping beside him

CUT TO:
INT. Living Room

Steve, in his pajamas, goes to the living room to find Beverly sitting alone. He sits beside her

Beverly
I understand what you’ve been doing. If you 
were that upset, I can see where 
you might do something like that

Steve

I couldn’t go on in advertising, Bev. I came to an end

Beverly

I see that, I guess. But frankly, you didn’t choose
 the classiest job. It won’t save our marriage

Steve

I thought I’d start by saving myself
 first. I hoped the rest would follow

Beverly

And I have been worrying about myself. Steve, I
 was happy when I was away. I didn’t think of you
 a lot this summer. I kept thinking of what I could do next
Steve

Which is?

Beverly

Well, I don’t think after all the success I have been
 through, the hard work and all the plans for the
 future will just go down the drain just
 for our marriage. Don’t you think so?

Steve is silent for a while. He then puts his arms around her. She leans on him and both of them stay like that.

Steve

I guess that’s blunt enough!

CUT TO:

INT. Steve’s Apartment – Bronx

Sam finds an apartment for Steve who aggress to take it and puts his bags in the bedroom

CUT TO:

INT. Living Room – Steve’s Apartment

Close shot on a letter from Steve’s father

Bernard (V.O.)
Dear Steve, I’m very sorry to hear about you 
and Beverly. Nothing I can say will make it better

CUT TO:

INT. Bedroom – Steve’s Apartment

Close shot on a picture of Steve and Beverly at their wedding party

Bernard (V.O. CONTD)

Though I never saw her since your mother died,
 but I guess she was a smart, beautiful 
woman. I wish I had known her better

Steve is unpacking his luggage

Bernard (V.O. CONTD)

But I want you to know that all around me people
 stayed in marriages that were not good and
 ended up being bitter. I was one of those people
CUT TO:

INT. Living Room – Bernard’s Apartment

In the foreground, Bernard’s wife takes her things and leaves. In the background, Bernard is sitting in his couch.

Bernard (V.O.CONTD)
Your step mother wasn’t like Sylvia. She was 
nice and everything but I just couldn’t let her 
take your mother’s place. So I think this 
is for the best, even if it is painful right now

CUT TO:

EXT. The Fishers – Kingsbridge Road

Steve and Chris are opening the store

Bernard (V.O. CONTD)

As for your job, I can only tell you I worked years
 in a job I didn’t really like. But back then it was
 different because I was under pressure of the war.
 Frankly, I think you can do better than
 a candy store, but that’s up to in the end
Steve puts the “OPEN” sign on the store’s door

CUT TO:
INT. Living Room – Steve’s Apartment

Steve reads the letter and looks very happy
Bernard (V.O. CONTD)

I’m proud to see you stronger and more successful
 than I am. I’m blessed to have as my son

Camera pans to the left

Close up shot on a picture of Steve, Beverly and their daughters

Bernard (V.O. CONTD)

And there is a guest room here if you ever felt like
 being a loafer for a while. I would like to
 see my grand daughters again. Love, dad
Dissolve to

INT. Steve’s Store – Manhattan

Title: June 10th, 1979

Close shot on the same picture

Camera cranes upwards to the right
The entire store is visible in front of us. We see people coming in and out

CUT TO:

INT. Store’s Office Room – Morning

Close shot on a telegram from Beverly
Beverly (V.O.)

I wish you much luck, and with all

 my heart I hope you will be happy

Camera rises with an angle to Steve

Beverly (V.O. CONTD)

Keep this telegram, maybe it will be

 worth something one day. Beverly 

CUT TO:
Bernard

Now you’ve got something

Steve

I know. It’s almost like a miracle how things change

Camera tracks around Steve
Bernard

I can’t blame you or Beverly for what happened

Steve

I wish she was here with me right now. Beverly 
would have loved this store. You know, I never 
thought I was a good salesman – because I never
 made store manager. Now I think I was 
pretty good. I mean, I always had a job.
Bernard

And people respected you

Steve

Yea they did. I just never sold anybody
 anything that wasn’t right that’s all!
Steve sits silent for a while

Steve 

Let’s go home, dad! Your grand

 daughters are waiting for you!

EXT. Steve’s Store – Manhattan
Steve and his father walk out of the store

Camera cranes backwards to the left

We see the people going in and out of the store. The camera then zooms on the poster in front of the store “Opening Day: The Old Neighborhood”

CUT TO:

Live talk show in closing

Moderator

Beverly and Steve Robbins have quite a special

 relationship. They respect each other’s career, but

 the traditional husband and wife roles do not exist

 in their household. They just seem to – flow

 in and out, wouldn’t you say, Beverly?

Beverly

Yes, I suppose!

Moderator

Steve?

Steve

Yes. I think you can put it this way. I flow 

one way and Beverly flows the other

CUT TO Black

Ending credits roll up

The End

