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There are FOUR SETS. 

STAGE LEFT is WORTH’S GUMDROP SHOP. There is a counter on which sits JARS of GUMBALLS, and CANDIES, ALL OF WHICH ARE BLAND IN COLOR.

STAGE RIGHT is THE JAILHOUSE. There are TWO VISIBLE JAIL CELLS and a DESK.

CENTER STAGE BACK is THE WARLOCK’S BASEMENT. It is filled with POTIONS and CONCOCTIONS for the Warlock’s SPELLS.

CENTER STAGE FRONT is the COURTROOM. There is an ELEVATED JUDGES PLATFORM AND SIDE PLATFORMS.

LIGHTS COME UP ON THE COURTROOM. Here we see JUDGE McKENZIE, dressed in black, presiding over his courtroom. There is a STENOGRAPHER to his right.

STENOGRAPHER

Hear ye, hear ye! The court of Fantasm County is now in session! All rise for the Honorable Judge McKenzie!

JUDGE



Should I go off and then come in again?

STENOGRAPHER

Oh! I didn’t realize you were here! So silly of me!

JUDGE



Yes, it is quite silly, Miss Stenographer. 

STENOGRAPHER



Miss What??

JUDGE

Stenographer. You know, the person who writes down everything that’s said in a courtroom.

STENOGRAPHER



Oh! I didn’t realize! So silly of me!

JUDGE



Now, shall I go off and come back again??

STENOGRAPHER

Well, I guess I can introduce you again, if you want. That would be a good idea, right?

Just then, JJ DUNCAN, a TEENAGE GIRL WITH A LEATHER JACKET AND LONG HAIR, ENTERS the courtroom.

JJ



Yo! This where I’m supposed to be??

STENOGRAPHER

(happily)



Maybe! How can I help you?

JJ

They told me to come in here. I dunno...My name’s JJ Duncan.

STENOGRAPHER

(looking through her papers)

Well, lets just see here...Oh! Yes! JJ Duncan. (extends a hand) Pleased to meet you! My name is...

JUDGE

Ah, excuse me? Miss Stenographer? You’re not supposed to be so nice to her. She’s a criminal, remember?

STENOGRAPHER



Oh! I didn’t realize! So silly of me!

JJ



Wait a minute. I ain’t no criminal.

STENOGRAPHER

(shows paper to JJ)

Sure you are! It says right here- “JJ Duncan: Criminal.” See?

JJ



But I didn’t do nothin’ wrong. I’m no criminal...

JUDGE

(interrupting)

Miss Stenographer?? Can you just say, “Court is now in session.”

STENOGRAPHER



Oh!! Yes, I can!

The Stenographer just smiles but says nothing. The Judge quickly gets frustrated.

JUDGE



Now? Can you say it NOW?!

STENOGRAPHER

Oh! I didn’t realize you wanted me to say it NOW! So silly of...

JJ

Can we get goin’ here?

STENOGRAPHER

(proudly, standing)

Court is now in session! (looks at Judge) Was that okay??

JUDGE

That was fantastic, Miss Stenographer. I’m very proud of you. I like your tone of voice. Very official. I especially like...

JJ

Yo, your highness! Let’s go here! I ain’t got all day, ya know! I’m supposed to be at...

The ATTORNEY ENTERS. She is READING THE CHARGES AGAINST JJ.

ATTORNEY

(carrying legal book)

Your honor, the defendant in this case has become too dangerous to let out in the streets. She has a long history of criminal activity in this town.

JJ

Long history? I just got into town about two hours ago!

ATTORNEY

...And witnesses say she used illegal words outside the candy shop.

JUDGE

(bangs his gavel down loudly)



Guilty!

JJ



Wha?? But, I didn’t even...

JUDGE

(bangs his gavel down again)



That’s it! Double Secret Guilty!

JJ



Double Secret Guilty?? What’s that?

STENOGRAPHER

(to Judge)



Shall I call the prison warden??

JUDGE

(calling off stage)

Warden!! Get in here! The prisoner is getting unruly!

JJ



Unruly!?! I didn’t do nothin’!

The WARDEN ENTERS.

WARDEN

Your Honor, this criminal was arrested near the Candy Shop after allegedly THINKING too much in public. This is a violation of section R14 and...

JJ



Wait a minute!

JUDGE

Don’t backtalk in this courtroom, young missy! You should have known better than to break the rules. You are guilty until proven MORE guilty!

WARDEN

...AND, your Honor, in addition to the most heinous charges previously stated, Miss Duncan was allegedly...SHARING her thoughts with others. PUBLICLY!

STENOGRAPHER

(gasps, pointing her finger at JJ)



For shame! For shame!!

JUDGE



What do you recommend, Counsel?

ATTORNEY

Your honor, in my professional opinion, this type of behavior is not something that can be changed. The law is very clear. Section R14 states “There shall be no sharing illegal thoughts with other members of the community.” Counsel recommends 50 years in jail. (slams the book)

JJ



What?! 50 years?? What kinda law did I break!?!?

STENOGRAPHER



For shaaaaame!!

JUDGE

The only law that matters. And you broke it. You’re a criminal. 

JJ

Will you please stop saying that?? I mean, c’mon! I’m no criminal. All I did was...was...

JUDGE

Young miss, this is a most despicable crime. One of the worst I’ve ever seen! You should know better than to think too much. 

JJ



Think too much?? But I...

STENOGRAPHER

(gasps, loudly)



For shaaaaame!!

JUDGE

(containing his anger)

We set up rules in this society to protect people. By breaking a rule, you endanger not only yourself, but all those around you!

JJ



But...

ATTORNEY



Your honor, may I approach the bench?

JUDGE



Certainly.

She approaches, WHISPERS IN HIS EAR. He NODS.

JUDGE

Young lady, I’m going to ask you a simple question, and I want a simple answer: Do you know anything about the Green Gumball?

JJ



The Green Gumball? What are you talking about?

JUDGE

Don’t dance around the question! 

JJ

Look, your Highness, I don’t know what you’re talkin’ about!

JUDGE

Where is the Green Gumball??!

JJ

I don’t know anything about a stupid Green Gumball!

JUDGE

(bangs gavel again)



That’s it! Triple Double Secret Guilty!!

JJ



But...

JUDGE

But, NOTHING! You will be sentenced to 50 years of not thinking! And you will serve your time in the county jail. Starting now!

JJ



But...But...

JUDGE

Court dismissed! (bangs the gavel)...And may God have mercy on your soul.
There is a long pause as JJ looks frustrated and confused.

STENOGRAPHER



For shaaaaaaame!!

LIGHTS GO DOWN ON COURTROOM.
LIGHTS COME UP IN MR. WORTH’S CANDY SHOP.

WE SEE MR. WORTH organizing his jars of gumdrops. WE HEAR the FRONT DOOR CHIME and IN COMES ARI WORTH, HIS SON.

ARI



Hi, Daddy.

MR. WORTH

(shakes, with no emotion)

Need I remind you again, Ari? You are to address me as Sir or Father. Is that clear??

ARI



Yes, Daddy.

MR. WORTH



Father. Father!

ARI



Oh, sorry Father Daddy.

MR. WORTH



Just Father will do, my young prodigy. Now.

How is your day unfolding?

ARI

Terrible, Father. I was picked on today.

MR. WORTH

Picked on? Why were you picked on?

ARI

I don’t know. (looks at the audience) They said I was...dorky.

MR. WORTH

Dorky?! Ari, you are not dorky! You are, how shall I put this...cool as H-E-Double Hockey Sticks!!

ARI

(deadpan)

I know. I’m da bomb. 

MR. WORTH

This is an outrage! I’m calling the principal of your school.

ARI



Ah, you can’t call the principal, Father.

MR. WORTH



Why not?

ARI



Because he was the one who was picking on me.

MR. WORTH

Oh... (thinks a moment) Not to worry, son. I think I have the solution. I’ve been working on a new gumball that will solve all your problems.

ARI



Really??! Is it like the Green Gumball?

MR. WORTH

(angry, covering 

ARI’s mouth)

SHHHHHH!! How dare you mention that! Who told you about that!?

ARI

(trying to talk with his 

father’s hand over his mouth)



Mmmm-mmuhmmmm-mmuhmmmm.

MR. WORTH



What? I can’t understand you.

ARI

(mumbling)



That’s because your hand is over my mouth.

MR. WORTH

Oh, sorry. Now, where did you hear about the...the...

ARI



The Green Gumball?

MR. WORTH

Do not say those words again! I forbid you! Now, where did you hear about it??

ARI

There was some talk at school about it. The boys say it’s a Magic Gumball. They say it will keep you young!

MR. WORTH

(extremely interested)



Did they say where it was???

ARI

No. 

MR. WORTH

(thinks a moment)

Son, the Green Gumball does not exist. It is a myth, a fable. There is no such thing. Therefore, there is no Green Gumball.

ARI



But then why does everyone believe in it?

MR. WORTH

Because kids are stupid, my son. But you, you my boy, you are not going to be a stupid kid for long.

ARI

What do you mean? I’m only 8 years old, Father. Don’t I have to be a kid for a long time?

MR. WORTH

My new gumball will change all that. In fact, it will change everything! I call it, the Evil Black Magic Gumball!

EVIL MUSIC PLAYS.

ARI



What does it do?

MR. WORTH

Well, when I’m finished with it, it will make you age by twenty full years. That means if you’re 8 years old right now, when you eat the Evil Black Magic Gumball, you will be...

ARI



Still 8 years old??

MR. WORTH



No, no, no. You will be...28 years old.

ARI

Really?! That’s great! (pauses) And why do I want to be 28 years old tomorrow??

MR. WORTH

Because...because you won’t be a kid anymore! Isn’t that great?!?

ARI

Yes! That’s great! But...I don’t know why it’s so great!!

MR. WORTH

(acting crazy)

I’ll sell the Evil Black Magic Gumball to every kid in the town...in the country...every kid on earth! No more kids! None! Zilch! Nada! Only mature, conforming adults! Like me!

ARI

I can’t wait to tell my one friend! ...Wait! I don’t have any friends!

MR. WORTH

Good, because you cannot tell ANYONE about this. Do you understand me ARI?? No one must know!

ARI

Okay, Father. (a long pause) No one must know what??

MR. WORTH

(hand on his forehead)



Stupid, stupid kids...

LIGHTS GO DOWN ON THE CANDY SHOP.

LIGHTS COME UP IN THE JAILHOUSE. There are TWO VISIBLE JAIL CELLS. One is OPEN and in the other WE SEE A FIGURE COVERED IN A BLANKET ON THE BENCH. 

WE SEE the Warden bringing in JJ Duncan. He PUSHES HER INTO THE JAIL CELL and SLAMS THE DOOR SHUT.

JJ



Hey! Quit pushin’ me, man!

WARDEN

No talking outta you, young lady. Now, get in there!

JJ



I know my rights! I get one phone call!

WARDEN

Rights? Where do you think you are? Ya got no rights when you break the law around here, I can tell ya that! (to Guard) Here’s the new prisoner. 

JAIL GUARD



What’s the sentence?

WARDEN



50 years. Not a minute less.

The Warden EXITS. JJ SITS, ANGRY AND FRUSTRATED. 

JJ

Hey! HEY!! Come back here! This is not fair! Get me outta here!! (to herself) ...Great! What am I gonna do now!?

WE HEAR A LOW VOICE FROM UNDER THE BLANKET IN THE NEXT CELL:

XAVIER



Oh, you’ll get used to it in here...

JJ



What? Who said that?

XAVIER

(in a scary voice)

It is I, the Warlock of the West...(starts laughing to himself)

JJ



What? Who are you??

Xavier stands up. He has a THICK BEARD AND RAGGED CLOTHES. HE TALKS CRAZY.

XAVIER

Hello, my dear! Dr. Xavier Wancanucci the Third, at your service. (extends a hand)

JJ

(backs away)



Ahh, no thanks, buddy.

XAVIER

Creator of brilliant novelties and extraordinary delicacies. Builder of dreams, Master of Reality. In many ways, I am the Inventor of...Excitement.

JJ



Are you insane?

XAVIER

At this point, my dear? After ten full years of living in this palace of mine? With full bathroom and Jacuzzi? With leather couches and flat screen tvs? What do YOU think?

JJ



Oh yeah. You’re nuts.

XAVIER

Nuts? Well, no. I usually put chocolate in my candies.

JJ

Oooookay. Not only am I in jail for no apparent reason, but I’m next to Dr. Doolittle. (calls out) Guard! I want to make my phone call! Guard!

JAIL GUARD

(reading a paper)



Pipe down over there!

XAVIER

(to JJ)



They didn’t tell you why you’re here??

JJ



They told me I was thinking too much. Guard!!

The Guard IGNORES HER.

XAVIER



And do you know what that means??

JJ

It means I got off the bus in the wrong town, that’s what it means. Guard, get me outta here!

The Guard GIVES HER A PLATE OF BREAD.

JAIL GUARD

Here’s your dinner. Any more talk outta you and that’ll be your LAST dinner.

The Guard EXITS.

XAVIER

It means you’re just like me. I was thrown in here for the same thing. 

JJ



What are you talkin’ about?

XAVIER

Thirteen years ago...I was the owner of the Candy Shop in town. The ONLY Candy Shop in the town. I would sell the most fantastic and unusual treats. I created new and different flavors almost on a daily basis. Just to see the children’s smiling faces. 

JJ

(sarcastic)



And this concerns me... why??

XAVIER

But the Judge and the Warden didn’t like the fact that I was creating enjoyment in the children. They didn’t like the Wuzzle Candy Canes and the Juicy Shnozzle Pops I invented. The colors, the flavors, all were criminal activities to them. So one night, they broke into my candy store, smashed all the jars of candy, put me in this jail and closed up the shop. 

JJ

I don’t understand something. Why did the Judge put you in jail? For selling candy??

XAVIER



Did the judge ask you about...the Green Gumball??

JJ



Yeah, he did. What do you know about it?

XAVIER

Well, the Judge had heard that I was selling the mythical Green Gumball, which has magical powers.

JJ



What kind of magical powers?

XAVIER

That’s what the Judge wants to know. He’s afraid that if the Green Gumball was ever mass produced, it would change the town forever.

JJ



How?

XAVIER

The Green Gumball...has the power to change your life. It can keep you young at heart. Forever.

JJ

And how do you know all this, Doctor Strange-o?

XAVIER



Because I invented the Green Gumball.

LIGHTS GO OUT ON JAILHOUSE.

LIGHTS COME UP IN THE BOOKSTORE.

Here WE SEE BILLY WANCANUCCI and his friend, KATHERINE. Billy is PUTTING BOOKS IN BOXES.

KATHERINE



It’s all propaganda, I tell you. All of it.

BILLY



What is?

KATHERINE

What’s going on in the town.

BILLY

Oh, not this again...That kind of thinking is going to get you in trouble Katherine. You know that.

KATHERINE

Don’t you see it, Billy? Don’t you see what’s happening in this town?

BILLY



No, I don’t. Nor do I care.

KATHERINE

That’s because you don’t open your eyes. I mean, outlawing television?? What kind of town has a law against watching television??

BILLY

This town, and it’s only illegal to watch television if you’re a kid.

KATHERINE

My brother’s friend is eleven years old, and he was put in the town detention center for watching a commercial. A commercial!

BILLY



Well, he shouldn’t have broken the law.

KATHERINE

That’s the point. The law itself is breaking the law.

BILLY

Keep your voice down! We have customers coming in here all the time!

KATHERINE

I mean, look at this bookstore we work in.  (picks up a title) “The Dangers of Thinking Too Much” ??  “How to Keep Your Mouth Shut” ??  This one here is a manual on how to fold napkins!

BILLY



Gimme that! That’s one of our best sellers.

KATHERINE

This town is making us conform, don’t you see that? 

BILLY



“Conformity Equals Clarity.”

KATHERINE

You’re just repeating the mistakes you make over and over again. 

The DOORBELL CHIMES and in comes FRANCESCA and KELSEY and their STUDENTS, JULIE, KATIE, MARISSA and MOLLIE. They begin looking through books.

BILLY

Yeah, so I won’t end up like my father. We got customers.

KATHERINE

(after a pause)

Billy, you know, since he’s been gone, I haven’t seen you smile. Not once.

BILLY

That’s because smiling is against the law, remember? (to customers) Can I help you?

FRANCESCA

Yes, we’re on a field trip from school and we’re looking for good books for the girls. Can you recommend any?

BILLY



Well, let’s see here. How old are you girls?

JULIE



I’m seven and five eighths.

MOLLIE



I’m seven and seven sixteenths.

MARISSA



I’m seven and one sixteenth.

KATIE

I’m seven and one eighth, plus (looks at her watch) three and one quarter hours.

KATHERINE

(sarcastically)

Oh, what lovely little androids! You teachers must be so proud.

She gets EVIL LOOKS from the teachers. Billy tries to divert their attention.

BILLY

I bet you girls would like a new copy of this one. It’s one of our most popular adolescent choices. (hands the girls a book)

JULIE



“Happiness is Doing the Dishes.”

KATHERINE

(sarcastic)



Wow! Perfect for kids!

More dirty looks from the teachers.

BILLY

And you girls can have these. (hands books to the other girls)

MOLLIE



“50 Ways to Make Your Bed.” 

KATIE



“Smiling is Not Important.”

MARISSA



“The Enjoyment of Paper Clips.”

FOUR GIRLS

(together)



Thank you very much, sir.

BILLY



You’re welcome, girls.

KATHERINE



This is insane!

KELSEY



How much do we owe you?

BILLY



That’ll be ten dollars.

KATHERINE

(to Billy)



See what I mean, Billy? This is crazy!

BILLY

(trying to whisper)



Shut up!

KATHERINE

Our rights are being violated everywhere we look and you’re telling me to shut up? I can’t shut up anymore! We’re spoonfeeding these kids conformity on a platter!

FRANCESCA



Excuse me? Are you talking to us?

KATHERINE

(ignoring)

This whole town has gone insane. The judge is systematically stealing our freedom! Don’t you understand that!?

KELSEY

Cover your ears girls! Those are dirty words! 

KATIE

Ooooww! The Warlock is gonna get you! Isn’t he, teacher?

KELSEY

You’re right, dear. The Warlock comes to take away all the bad girls and boys. If you use illegal words or you break the law, the Warlock with steal you out of your bed!

The girls get FRIGHTENED.

KATHERINE

The Warlock?! Are you kidding me? My teachers used to tell me those stories too. There’s no such thing as a Warlock!

MOLLIE

Teacher? Is this girl a criminal too? (points to Katherine) Like the that girl they arrested today??

KATIE

I heard that the girl was wearing...a bright red shirt! 

JULIE

Yeah! They say she was wearing...earrings! And she talked back to the Sheriff!

MARISSA



Is she a criminal, Teacher? Is she??

FRANCESCA

Yes, my dear, but don’t worry. We’re going to call the Judge on her. 

KATHERINE

Oh, sure! Call the Judge! Tell him there’s a girl that’s breaking the law! She’s SMILING!! (poses, huge smile)

BILLY

Katherine, please! You’re gonna get us all in trouble!

FRANCESCA

Cover your ears, girls! You don’t want the Warlock taking YOU away, do you?? Hurry up, now!

The teachers push the children toward the door. The little girls are SCARED and START CRYING, 

KATHERINE

(starting to laugh)

There, go ahead girls! Have fun reading about how to make your bed, and how not to smile! I suppose I’ll have to read that one next!

The teachers and kids EXIT.

BILLY

Katherine, have you lost your mind!? They’re gonna arrest you for sure!

KATHERINE

I don’t care, Billy. That girl JJ has got a point. Did you ever think about WHY they don’t want us to wear colorful clothes? Did you ever think about WHY certain words are considered “evil”?? Words like LOVE and HOPE??

BILLY

Katherine, shut up! The last time I heard those words they came from my father’s mouth! He disappeared soon after!

Billy MOVES STAGE LEFT, then SLOWLY TELLS THE STORY.

BILLY

I can still remember running to my father’s candy shop after school that day...seeing the boarded up windows...the broken glass...all those colorful candies and treats on the floor. My father disappeared that day because of the thoughts he had in his head. (turns to Katherine) Thoughts like you have now. 

KATHERINE

I know how you feel, Billy. But these thoughts...can change your life. It’s like the Green Gumball. If you believe in it, it’s real.

BILLY

Yeah, right. That’s what my father used to say. There is no such thing as a Green Gumball. AND, since he disappeared, there’s no such thing as my father.

Billy EXITS. LIGHTS GO DOWN ON BOOKSTORE.

LIGHTS COME UP IN THE COURTROOM. The Judge, Stenographer and Attorney are there.

JUDGE

(banging gavel)



Order! Order! Order, I tell you!!

STENOGRAPHER



Your honor? Ah, nobody’s here.

JUDGE



I’m practicing, Miss Stenographer. Order! Order!!

STENOGRAPHER



Shall I go away?

JUDGE

Negative, Miss Stenographer. I want you to write down what I say.

STENOGRAPHER

(writing)



Write...down...what...I...say...

JUDGE

No, not that. Write down what I say when I tell you.

STENOGRAPHER

(writing)



...what...I...say...when...I...tell...

JUDGE

No, no, no! Not that! Just wait! Counsel! Where is the Counsel!? Counsel, get in here!

ATTORNEY



Yes, your honor?

JUDGE

We are creating a new law and we need your help. What do you think is the major problem affecting the children of this town?

ATTORNEY



They are children. That’s the major problem.

JUDGE

(bangs gavel)

Then we need to outlaw children! You can’t be a child in this town. From this moment onward, if you’re caught being a child in the town, you will be JAILED!! Write that down, Miss Stenographer!

STENOGRAPHER



Write...that...down...Miss...Stenographer...

JUDGE

(angrily)

Is there anyone around here with half a brain!

STENOGRAPHER

(happily)



Oh, me! Me! I have half a brain!

JUDGE

We know that, Miss Stenographer! Now write down the new law!

ATTORNEY

Your, Honor? While I admire your decision making, I think it’s impossible to outlaw children in the town.

JUDGE



Why?

ATTORNEY

Because children can’t control whether they are children or not. We have to make sure they don’t ACT like children. That’s the issue here.

STENOGRAPHER

But, why? Children can be sooo cute! My niece and nephew are the cccccccccuutest! You should see when they play with their toys! Last week I got them little cuddly bears to...

JUDGE

(bangs gavel)

All toys are hereby ILLEGAL! Write that down, Miss Stenographer!

STENOGRAPHER



Write what down?

JUDGE



Oh, dear God...

ATTORNEY



Judge, again, you can’t outlaw toys.

JUDGE



And why not!?!

ATTORNEY

Because kids are stupid and stupid kids would play with just about anything. A rock, a paper clip. You can’t outlaw toys. (walking, thinking)We have to find a way to make them THINK like adults, whether they’re kids or not...

Kelsey and Francesca ENTER.

FRANCESCA



Your honor? We have to file a formal complaint.

JUDGE



Against who?

KELSEY

Her name is Katherine something. She was cursing in front of our children! 

FRANCESCA



Yes, she was saying illegal words!

JUDGE



What illegal words? Be specific.

FRANCESCA



Words like, like freedom! And, and...smile!

KELSEY



Yes, and, and she nearly hit one of our students!

JUDGE

Well, Madam, that part is okay, but saying words like FREEDOM! (all gasp) And SMILE!! (more gasps) This is an outrage! Counsel! Who is this criminal??

ATTORNEY

(thumbing through records)

I’ve already found her in the book. Her name is Katherine Miller, lives on Washington Street. Friend of...(looks up, hesitating) friend of Billy Wancanucci...

The name makes the Judge think, knowing.

JUDGE

Well. I haven’t heard that name in ten years. This boy is the son of Xavier Wancanucci??

ATTORNEY



It would appear so, your honor.

IN RUSHES THE JAIL GUARD.

JAIL GUARD



Judge! Judge! The prisoner has escaped!



JJ! The girl criminal is gone!

JUDGE



What!? How did she escape!?

JAIL GUARD

I don’t know! I went to give her bread and water, and she wasn’t there! 

JUDGE

This is an outrage! Those jail cells are built with two inch steel bars and over three feet of concrete! There’s no way she could have broken out of jail. She had to have help. Who is in the next cell?

JAIL GUARD



Xavier Wancanucci, your honor.

JUDGE

Xavier Wancanucci... The man’s been in jail for over ten years and we hear his name twice in a matter of minutes! Miss Stenographer!

Stenographer JUMPS.

STENOGRAPHER



Yes, your honor??

JUDGE

Write this down! Let there be a warrant of arrest for Katherine Miller, AND for Billy Wancanucci! I want them arrested immediately for illegal conduct in public! I want to find the escaped convict, JJ Duncan. And I want Xavier Wancanucci moved to a MAXIMUM security prison! (bangs gavel)

Silence. Everyone is looking at him.

JUDGE



Did you get all that Miss Stenographer??

STENOGRAPHER

(writing)



Did...you...get...all...that...

JUDGE

(head in hands)



Oh, my God...

LIGHTS GO OUT ON COURTROOM.

LIGHTS COME UP IN THE CANDY SHOP. Mr. Worth is behind the counter POURING LIQUIDS INTO LABORATORY CONTAINERS.

MR. WORTH

(concocting the potions)

A dash of adrenaline...a pinch of stress...a quarter teaspoon of investment portfolio management...

The Warden ENTERS.

WARDEN



Mr. Worth?

MR. WORTH

QUIET! I’m nearly finished! ...a bit of back ache...a little more wrinkle dust...Walla!! My ultimate gumball is finished!

WARDEN



What are you talking about? What gumball?

MR. WORTH

What am I talking about? I’m talking about changing the world as we know it! No more kids! Zilch! Nada! Zero! ...Zilch! ...Nada!

WARDEN

Yes, I get the picture, but how will you get rid of all kids in the town?

MR. WORTH

I don't need to get rid of them. They'll get rid of themselves! Forever!(laughs devilishly)

The Attorney ENTERS.

ATTORNEY



What’s so funny?

WARDEN

Mr. Worth says he’s figured out how to get rid of all the kids in town.

ATTORNEY

Really? How? Send them all to the South Pole? Lock them in garbage dumpsters?? I know! Shoot them all into outer space with a big huge rubber band!

Silence. 

MR. WORTH

Actually, we’re going to sell them my newest invention. I call it...The Evil Black Magic Gumball!

EVIL MUSIC PLAYS.

ATTORNEY



The Evil Black Magic Gumball? What’s that?

MR. WORTH

I cannot TELL you, dear Attorney, but I can SHOW you! Warden! How would you like to try my newest gumball?

WARDEN



Sure. Why not?

MR. WORTH

That’s a good sport! But before you do, (drops a pencil) Could you pick up that pencil I dropped?

Warden PICKS IT UP EASILY.

MR. WORTH

Seems your knees are fine, my good man! And one more test. (stands back a few steps, holds up three fingers) How many fingers do see?

WARDEN

That’s easy. I’ve got 20/20 vision. You have three fingers held up.


MR. WORTH

Excellent, dear Warden! You must be, say, no more than 48 years old. Am I correct?

WARDEN

I’m actually 54, and in great shape, if I do say so myself.


MR. WORTH

54 years old! Fantastic! (gives him the gumball) Now, here is the black gumball. Chew it slowly now! Let the flavor sink in...is the flavor sinking in? Is the flavor sinking in??

WARDEN

I don’t know. It’s hard to concentrate with you talking in my ear.

MR. WORTH

Dreadfully sorry, dear Warden. Now. Tell us. How do you...feel??

Warden WALKS TOWARD EDGE OF STAGE, CHEWING GUMBALL, THINKING.

WARDEN

I don’t feel anything yet...Wait a minute! Wait a minute...I’m feeling strange...different...

Both Attorney and Mr. Worth STUDY HIM CLOSELY.

MR. WORTH



Yes, yes! Strange! Different!

ATTORNEY



Strange? Different?

WARDEN

Different. Strange...Wait a minute! Strange...Different...

MR. WORTH



You see! Different! Strange! 

ATTORNEY

Shut up. (to Warden) Warden, what’s different? What’s strange?

WARDEN



My knees...oh, my back...

The Warden BEGINS WALKING ACROSS STAGE, SLOWLY. IT IS APPARENT THAT HE IS HAVING TROUBLE.

ATTORNEY



What’s wrong with him?

WARDEN



I feel weaker...tired.

MR. WORTH



Like you’re...74 years old??

WARDEN



Yes! What have you done to me?

Warden TAKES OFF HIS HAT, SHOWING GRAY HAIR.

ATTORNEY



Since when did you go gray, Warden?

WARDEN



My hair! What did you do to me??

Ari ENTERS.

ARI



Good day, father.

MR. WORTH

Ari, my son! Come here for a special treat! My newest gumball!

ARI



A new gumball? Am I allowed to say “Yippee”??

MR. WORTH

I’ll be saying that soon, my boy. But first, tell me. How old are you? 

ARI



Eight years old, father. I’m in second grade. 

MR. WORTH

Fabulous, dear boy! 28 years old is around the corner! Here you are! Your gumball! Chew it well, my son! Let the flavor sink in!

ARI



Tastes strange, father. Different.

MR. WORTH

(to Attorney)



You see? Strange!

ATTORNEY



I know. Different.

MR. WORTH



Tell me, son. How was your day?

ARI

Well, I went to school and I swung on the monkey bars and...

MR. WORTH



Yes, yes...?

A CHANGE COMES OVER ARI. HE IS NOW 20 YEARS OLDER.

ARI

...And I called my broker and told him to sell at 5% over value. Then I emailed my mortgage consultant to see if I could close on the house by the end of the week.

MR. WORTH

Eureka! I’ve done it! You are now a full 20 years older! Your body, your mind, everything! 20 years older! My Evil Black Magic Gumball is a success!!

ATTORNEY

This is a breakthrough! We’ll market it to every child in the town! They’ll all turn 20 years older instantly! Mr. Worth, you’re a genius! Let’s go alert the Judge to our plans!

Mr. Worth and Attorney EXIT.

WARDEN

Hey! Hey! What about me?? Oh, I think my teeth have fallen out. Mr. Worth! Come back here you young whipper-snappers!

ARI



Has anyone seen my cell phone?

LIGHTS GO OUT ON CANDY SHOP.

MAIN CURTAIN CLOSES. 

LIGHTS COME UP ON MAIN CURTAIN.

WE SEE the Teachers and their students AT RECESS. The girls ARE SEATED ON THE FLOOR, PLAYING WITH PAPERCLIPS.

MOLLIE



Look! My paperclip can almost stand up!

JULIE



Mine is bouncing. Look!

KATIE



My paperclip is the KING of the paperclips.

MEGHAN



And mine’s the queen. Look, she has a crown!

They all LOOK AT HER.

MEGHAN

Okay, well, so she doesn’t have a crown. I can imagine though, can’t I?

JULIE

Shhhh! Meghan, you’re not allowed to imagine, remember! You’re lucky the teacher didn’t hear you! 

MOLLIE



Look girls! My paperclip can fall over. Watch.

They all WATCH THE PAPERCLIP FALL OVER. Then, SILENCE.

ALL GIRLS



Oooooooowwwww...

MARISSA



Watch this girls! My paperclip can BEND!

ALL THE GIRLS TURN THEIR HEADS TO THE SIDE AS SHE BENDS THE PAPERCLIP.

ALL GIRLS



Aaaaaahhhhhh...

The Teacher shouts over to them.

FRANCESCA



Please keep it down, girls! Play quietly!

MOLLIE



She’s lucky. She’s got a bendy paperclip.

JULIE



Mine is bendy too!

KATIE



This is fun, isn’t it girls?

ALL GIRLS

(deadpan)



Yeah. Great fun.

MARISSA



Maybe if we make stack them.

MOLLIE



Okay, let’s try.

They TRY TO STACK THE PAPERCLIPS. DOESN’T WORK...

JULIE



Wow. That was fun.

KATIE



Do you girls want to play with this rock I found?

JULIE



Yes. Let’s pretend that the rock is the Judge...

MARISSA

Yeah! And the paperclips are all the kids in town.

KATIE

Okay. The Judge comes walking along, sees the kids, and...SMASHES them all to pieces.

SILENCE.

MOLLIE

(deadpan)



Wow. That was fun.

ENTER Mr. Worth and Attorney.

MR. WORTH

Girls! Come here quickly! We’ve got a new gumball for you to try! Teachers! Gather round!

KATIE



A gumball? I hope it doesn’t taste good.

MR. WORTH



Terrible, dear girls. One for each of you!

He HANDS OUT THE GUMBALLS. MOLLIE IS THE ONLY ONE THAT DOESN’T EAT IT.

JULIE



It tastes...

ATTORNEY



I know! It tastes strange. Different. Right?

MARISSA



Different...

KATIE



Strange...

MR. WORTH

Tell us girls. What were you playing on the ground just now?

KATIE

We were playing...(she becomes 20 years older instantly) investment portfolio management!

JULIE

Yes. And we were discussing the benefits of tax sheltered annuities.

MARISSA

Right. And how the tax rate increase on our 403B funds will effect us this year.

MR. WORTH

Eureka, again! Teachers! You no longer have to teach these children! They are now mature, conforming adults like us! Come with us, and we shall tell the Judge of our master plan!

ATTORNEY



Let’s go!

ALL EXIT EXCEPT KATIE AND MOLLIE.

KATIE



Isn’t this wonderful? I feel so emancipated!

MOLLIE



Eman-ci-what? 

KATIE

You know, emancipated. Don’t you know the meaning of the word? Where did you go to college? 

MOLLIE

I didn’t go to college, Katie. I didn’t eat the gumball (shows it to her)

KATIE



Mollie! You were deceitful.

MOLLIE

I don’t know what that means either, but you’ve gotta protect me. Soon I might be the last kid on earth. C’mon.


THEY EXIT.

LIGHTS GO DOWN ON MAIN CURTAIN.

LIGHTS COME UP IN THE BOOKSTORE.

Billy ENTERS CARRYING A BOX OF BOOKS.

BILLY



Katherine! Help me with these!

JJ JUMPS OUT from behind the bookcase. She HOLDS UP A BOOK AS A WEAPON.

JJ

(swinging the book, eyes closed)



You’ll never take me alive!

BILLY

Whoa! Whoa! Who are you?! And what are you doing with “The Encyclopedia of Shoelaces”?

JJ

Oh. I thought it was the Warden or the Judge or somebody.

BILLY



Wait a minute...you’re that girl! JJ!

JJ

Yeah, yeah, yeah, whatever. I’m that girl. The girl who broke the law she didn’t even know existed. Whadda you gonna do about it? Are YOU gonna turn me in now??

BILLY

No...I’m just curious. I heard you broke out of jail.

JJ

Listen, buddy, I’ve broken out of better jails than that! 

BILLY



You have? Wow...

JJ

Yeah, in better towns than this one. Now, I gotta get outta this place quick. I never heard of a town that puts you in jail for thinking too much.

BILLY

Welcome to Fantasm County. Hey, how did you break out anyway?

JJ

I didn’t. I walked out. With the help of this guy in the cell next to me. Dr. X. Xavier something...

BILLY

(recognizing the name)



What??! Who helped you??

JJ



Some whacko. Xavier Wancanucci, I think.

BILLY



Xavier Wancanucci?? He’s still alive??

JJ

Yeah, he’s alive, but he’s insane. He told me about some crazy gumball he invented. I don’t know, some story about how they shut down his candy shop and threw him in jail for...

BILLY

...for making colorful candies that the kids enjoyed.

JJ



Yeah, somethin’ like that. You know him?

BILLY

Yes, I do. He is my father. I’m Billy Wancanucci. My father disappeared ten years ago.

JJ

Really? Well, he’s alive at least. Crazy as a bat, but he’s alive.

Katherine ENTERS.

KATHERINE



Billy, are you in here? Whoa. Who is this? 

BILLY

(excited)



Katherine! I can’t believe it! It’s my father!

KATHERINE

Your father? (looking at JJ) Wow. He’s changed a lot!

BILLY

No, no, this is JJ. She says she met my father in jail.

KATHERINE

You’re JJ?? Wow, nice to meet you. You’re like a legend, you know.

JJ

Yeah, yeah, whatever. Listen, I just wanna get outta this town. Now, somebody tell me where the bus station is.

BILLY



I can’t believe it! My father’s still alive!

KATHERINE

(to JJ)



Did he say anything about a Green Gumball?

JJ

Yeah, I think he did. Somethin’ about a Warlock too.

KATHERINE



Billy, do you know what this means??

BILLY



Yes! It means my father is still alive.

KATHERINE

No! It means we have to break your father out of jail!

BILLY



What? Are you kidding!?

KATHERINE

Billy, your father has the key to saving this entire town!

BILLY

I’m not breaking him out of jail. I’m SURE that’s against the law.

KATHERINE

Billy, didn’t you hear? The Judge and Mr. Worth are selling this Black Gumball to every kid in town! By tomorrow morning there will be no more kids at all! We’ve got to stop them, and the only person that can do that is your father. 

JJ

Listen, can you just tell me where the bus station is??

KATHERINE

You’re not going anywhere yet. You’re going to help us get his father out of jail.

JJ

No way, girl. I ain’t goin’ back to no jail, no how!

KATHERINE

Okay, then. But I wouldn’t go to the bus station if I were you. That’s the first place they’ll look.

JJ



Great. So how am I gonna get outta this town?

KATHERINE



I’ll help you if you help us.

JJ

(thinking)

Okay. But as soon as that old bird is out, so am I. Deal?

KATHERINE

(shakes hand)



Deal.

BILLY

Wait a minute! I haven’t agreed to anything. I don’t want to get involved here. I’m too...too...

JJ



Scared, right? 

BILLY



Yeah. Scared.

JJ

That’s how I used to be. But you know, people shouldn’t live like this. People are meant to be free. Free to think for themselves and smile for themselves and laugh for themselves. What kinda world is this if you can’t smile? Not one I wanna live in.

BILLY



Smiling is against the law.

JJ

Not where I come from. Smiling keeps you young. My friends and I used to smile and laugh and dance all the time. Somehow I forgot how to do all that. But being here made me realize what I’ve left behind. I don’t wanna live in a place where it’s illegal to be happy. I wanna go back home.

KATHERINE

Billy, she’s right. Your father knows how smile. You know it too. Let’s go get your father out of jail. Let’s make this town a place where we can be happy again.

BILLY

(thinking)

I still don’t know about this. I’ve never done something like this before. I’ve never broken the law.

JJ



Take it from me: sometimes, it’s worth it.

BILLY



Maybe you’re right. Let’s go.

ALL EXIT.

LIGHTS GO DOWN ON BOOKSTORE.

LIGHTS COME UP IN FRONT OF MAIN CURTAIN.

ALL THE TOWNSPEOPLE HAVE BROUGHT THEIR CHILDREN TO GET A GUMBALL. WE SEE MR. WORTH, the ATTORNEY, and the JUDGE BEHIND A DESK, HANDING OUT GUMBALLS.

JUDGE

Come one, come all! Free Black Gumballs for all children! Get yours now!

MR. WORTH

Ah, Judge, I call it the Evil Black Magic Gumball! (laughs devilishly)

ATTORNEY



Shhh! Don’t let the kids know it’s evil!

JUDGE

Well, it’s figure of speech. Come, children and get your Magic Gumball!

MICHELLE



What’s so magical about it?

MEGHAN



Yeah, I thought magic was illegal.

JUDGE

Ah, it is...but now it’s not! Stenographer! I want you to revise the law against magic to say “except Magic Gumballs”. Do you understand? Stenographer?? Stenographer!?

Stenographer is IN LINE to get a gumball.

STENOGRAPHER



Oh! Judge, I’m back here in line!

JUDGE

What?! You’re not supposed to there! Come over here!

STENOGRAPHER



Am I allowed to cut the line?

JUDGE

You’re not getting a gumball, dear Stenographer! Only children will get one.

STENOGRAPHER



But I want one, too!!

TWO GIRLS ARE CHEWING, TALKING.

GIRL #1



This tastes...strange.

GIRL #2



Yeah. Strange...and different.

WE SEE Katherine and Billy and JJ with HATS ON TO DISGUISE THEMSELVES. They are at the END OF THE LINE.

BILLY

Katherine, this is crazy! We’re gonna get caught! What are we doing here?

KATHERINE



I’ll show you. Just get yourself a gumball. 

They ARE HANDED A GUMBALL EACH.

MR. WORTH

Boy, you two are rather big. I’ll give you both an extra large gumball. There you are!

KATHERINE

(disguising her voice)



Thank you, sir.

They TURN AWAY.

BILLY



What are we gonna do with these? 

KATHERINE

You’ll see. Let’s get to the jail. JJ is meeting us there.

Billy and Katherine SNEAK OFF STAGE RIGHT.

MR. WORTH

That’s it children! Enjoy your Magic Gumballs! You can thank me when you grow up! Tomorrow! Ha, ha!!

ATTORNEY

Excellent! Now let’s go to the other side of town. By sundown, they’ll be no more children left!

JUDGE

And after that, we’ll find the Green Gumball...and destroy it!

ATTORNEY

Judge, that reminds me. I think I know how to find the Green Gumball.

JUDGE



Well, tell us! How?

ATTORNEY

There is one man who has the answer, because he was the last person to see it...

JUDGE and MR. WORTH

(thinking)



Xavier Wancanucci!

MR. WORTH

Judge! We have to destroy that Green Gumball. It is the only thing that can ruin our evil plans! 

JUDGE

Why didn’t I think of it! Let’s get to the jail and get that old Xavier Wancanucci. We’ll MAKE him tell us where the Green Gumball is.

ATTORNEY



Let’s go.

Mr. Worth, Judge and Attorney EXIT.

LIGHTS GO OUT ON MAIN CURTAIN. 

LIGHTS COME UP IN JAIL HOUSE.

We SEE the Jail Guard READING A PAPER. We see Xavier Wancanucci SLEEPING on his cot, BACK TO AUDIENCE.

JAIL GUARD

(giving him plate of bread)

Here’s your dinner. Hey! You awake? Okay, no dinner for you.

Xavier is SILENT.

Katherine and Billy ENTER. Katherine is PULLING BILLY BY THE ARM.

KATHERINE

(to Billy)

Get in there, you criminal!

BILLY



Hey, I didn’t do nothin’!

KATHERINE

That’s what they all say. (to Guard) Sign here. New prisoner.

JAIL GUARD



Who are you? I never saw you on the squad before.

KATHERINE

I’m new. The name is...Kather...ah, Katie. Yeah, Katie. Officer Katie. This guy was picked up when he stole a magic gumball from a kid in town. Stole it right outta the kids hand. Can you believe it?

JAIL GUARD

Really? I heard about those Magic Gumballs. Mr. Worth was giving them away. How are they?

KATHERINE

Oh, God, they are fantastic! They taste strange. And different. But in a good way. I tell ya, once you had one, you’re never the same. Wanna try one?

JAIL GUARD

I’d love to. But, I heard they were just for kids.

KATHERINE

(holding a gumball for her)

That’s the thing. They are, but I heard if you have one, you’ll know why they are so good. Go ahead. I won’t tell nobody!

JAIL GUARD



Are you sure?

KATHERINE



Of course! 

Jail Guard EATS A GUMBALL.

KATHERINE

Hey listen, I was just wondering. How old are you? 

JAIL GUARD



I’m 37. I’m not OLD...

KATHERINE



37, huh? In that case, you can have TWO.

Jail Guard HESITATES then EATS THE SECOND ONE.

JAIL GUARD

(chewing)



Hey. It tastes...

KATHERINE



Strange?? Different?

JAIL GUARD



Yeah. Different. Strange.

KATHERINE

Say...you know, I heard there’s a great buffet that opened down the street.

JAIL GUARD

(hard of hearing)

What’s that you say, young missy? Can’t hear very well...

KATHERINE

I said there’s a great buffet that just opened down the block! All you can eat for $5.95!

JAIL GUARD

$5.95!? Do they give a senior discount?

KATHERINE



They sure do!

JJ

Now you’re playin’ my tune! Get outta my way, young lady! I’m headed for all you can eat!

Jail Guard LIMPS OFF STAGE.


JJ ENTERS.

JJ



Is she gone??

KATHERINE



Yeah. Where did she keep the keys to the cell?

JJ



Behind the desk.

BILLY

Hurry up! I don’t like being in a jail cell, you know!

JJ and Katherine LOOK FOR KEYS.

JJ

(holds up keys)



Found them!

BILLY



Good! Get me outta here.

JJ UNLOCKS BILLY’S CELL.

JJ



Now, for your father.

SHE UNLOCKS XAVIER’S CELL. HE DOESN’T MOVE.

BILLY



Are...are you sure that’s him? That’s my father?

XAVIER

(back turned)



That voice...I could never forget that voice.

Xavier STANDS TO FACE BILLY.

BILLY



Father?? Is that you?

XAVIER



Billy. My son.

They HUG.

BILLY

I thought you were dead, father. You look so different.

XAVIER

I know, son. But thankfully I’m still alive. What are you doing here? Is it true there are no more kids in the town?

JJ

Listen, the Judge and the Attorney will be here any second. We gotta hurry up.

KATHERINE

Mr. Wancanucci, we need you to help us find the Green Gumball before the Judge destroys it. It’s our only hope to save the town!

XAVIER

The Green Gumball...ten years and it’s still a threat. I will find the Green Gumball for you. But, you must be prepared to go to the Warlock’s Basement.

BILLY

There really is a Warlock? Like they tell all the kids?

XAVIER

Yes. He is real. AND he has the Green Gumball locked in his basement. In order to get it, we have to face him.

JJ

Oh, man...this story is getting more and more strange...

BILLY

(walking away)

I don’t know if I can do this...I can’t face the Warlock.

Silence.

XAVIER

Son, remember years ago when you were a child? You were afraid to sleep with the lights off.

BILLY



Father, that was years ago...

XAVIER



But do you remember what I told you?

BILLY

(thinking)

You said that when you come face to face with  your fears, your fears always turn away.

SILENCE.

XAVIER



Now. Let’s go get the Green Gumball.

ALL EXIT.

LIGHTS GO DOWN ON JAIL HOUSE.

LIGHTS ARE VERY LOW ON THE WARLOCK’S BASEMENT.

The basement is DARK AND SMOKY. There are GREEN LIGHTS coming from an ELEVATED PLATFORM where the Green Gumball is hidden.

There is a LOW, DEEP, EVIL SOUNDING VOICE OFF STAGE.

JJ



Where are we?

XAVIER

My dear, this is where he resides. The Warlock has been here for years, in this basement.

KATHERINE

So there really is a Warlock? Does he snatch kids out of their beds at night?

Just then WE HEAR A LOUD, EVIL MOAN from the Warlock.

BILLY

(scared)

Maybe we don’t need to do this now. Maybe we should come back tomorrow.

JJ



Hey, if I gotta be here, you gotta be here too!

Another LOUD MOAN.

KATHERINE



Look! There he is!

The Warlock ENTERS. He is wearing a BLACK ROBE AND HOOD. His face is NOT VISIBLE.

WARLOCK



Who goes there?! Who dares enter my home?!!

BILLY



Okay, let’s go!

The girls HOLD HIM BACK. EVERYONE IS FRIGHTENED.

XAVIER



Stand still! Face your fears!

WARLOCK



Who goes there?! WHO DARES ENTER IN MY HOME?!?

JJ



What do we do?!

Xavier STEPS FORWARD. The Warlock LOOMS OVER HIM.

WARLOCK



How dare you enter?! Speak your name!

XAVIER



It is I. Xavier Wancanucci. 

Silence.

WARLOCK

Xavier Wancanucci...I have not heard that name in ten years! 

Just when it looks like danger, the Warlock TAKES OFF HIS HOOD AND SMILES.

WARLOCK

Xavier! How ya doin’!? Gosh, I haven’t seen you in so long!

The others LOOK AT EACH OTHER, SURPRISED.

XAVIER

(shaking hands, hugging)

Brian! Good to see you! I like what you’ve done with the place. Very haunting.

WARLOCK

Well, I’m going for that gothic look, you know. I like your hair. Goin’ a bit gray now, aren’t we?

KATHERINE

Ah, excuse us? Someone mind tell us what’s going on?

XAVIER

Brian, this JJ, Katherine, and my son, Billy. This is my friend, Brian, otherwise known as The Warlock.

WARLOCK

(shakes hands)

Hello! Now, Billy. Wow. I remember you when you were about this big. (shows with hand)

BILLY

Nice to meet you, I think.

KATHERINE



I can’t believe this. You’re the evil Warlock?

WARLOCK

Yes, but you can call me Brian. Would you care for a cup of tea? 

BILLY

(reminding him)

Father...??

XAVIER

Oh, yes! Brian, just before I was thrown in jail, I gave you something to hold. 

WARLOCK

Of course! And I’ve kept great care of it, my friend. Up here, in the case, is your famous Green Gumball. As good as the day you gave it to me. (gives it to him)

Mollie and Katie ENTER.

MOLLIE



Excuse me? Is this the Warlock’s basement?

KATHERINE



Who are you two?

KATIE

I’m Katie, and this little girl is Mollie. Apparently, she is the last kid on earth. Or at least the town.

MOLLIE

I was the only one who didn’t eat the Evil Black Magic Gumball. This is the only place we could think of to hide.

WARLOCK

Well, you’ve come to the right place, my dear girl, because this is the safest place in town.

KATIE

She was a little afraid of the Warlock...

KATHERINE



Nonsense. The Warlock won’t hurt you.

BILLY

Right, he’s not like they say he is. He’s actually really nice.

KATIE



I convinced her that was just a fairy tale.

XAVIER

Of course it is, and no fairy tale is complete without a happy ending. Come here little girl. Because you showed courage and intelligence, this Green Gumball is for you. You and only you have the power to change everything that is wrong with this town.

MOLLIE



I do?

BILLY

Yes, you do because you are young at heart, and that’s something that is very important. When you eat this gumball, all those kids will become kids again, like you. 

MOLLIE



Are you a kid too?

BILLY

(looking around at friends)

Yes. In many ways, I am. And I never want to completely grow up. Here you go, little girl. Here’s your Green Gumball.

Just then the Judge, Mr. Worth and the Attorney ENTER, followed by the TOWNSPEOPLE.

JUDGE

Stop right there! Warden! Arrest these people immediately!

XAVIER

Judge MacKenzie. I somehow always knew you’d pull something like this.

ATTORNEY

You see, people! These are the criminals who tried to ruin our great town!

There are shouts from the Townspeople: “ARREST THEM” and “GUILTY”.

MOLLIE

Wait a minute! Wait a minute! People! Listen to me! I might not have all the answers, but I know what it means to be a kid. It means being free to think the way you want, and laugh and play the way you can. There’s a little kid in all of us. And now, we can let it out!

She HOLDS UP THE GREEN GUMBALL.

MR. WORTH



She’s got the Green Gumball! Get her!

They TRY TO GET TO HER, BUT ARE HELD BACK BY BILLY, KATHERINE AND JJ.

Mollie EATS THE GREEN GUMBALL.

TOWNSPERSON



She ate it! She ate the Green Gumball!

KATIE



Wait a minute! I feel...different! Strange!

MARISSA



Me too! Different!

MEGHAN



Strange! Different!

FRANCESCA

It’s Mr. Worth that did this to us!! He’s a slimy slug!

ARI

Hey! Don’t call him a slug! My father’s name is Mr. Worth!

JULIE



Let’s get the Slug Mr. Worth! 

MR. WORTH

Wait a minute! I can explain! I can make a Purple Gumball next! Wait!

A GROUP OF TOWNSPEOPLE TAKE MR. WORTH OFF STAGE.

KELSEY



And the Attorney! She to blame! She hates kids! 

MEGHAN



Yes! Throw her in jail!

ATTORNEY

(backing up)

Well, I wouldn’t say I “hate” kids. I just feel better when they’re not around. Wait! No!

A GROUP OF TOWNSPEOPLE TAKE ATTORNEY OFF STAGE.

MOLLIE

And you, Judge. You’ve been taking away our freedom ever since I was born.

This gets AGREEMENT FROM THE TOWNSPEOPLE.

JUDGE

Order! Order, I tell you! You’re all in violation of the law!

KATHERINE

We told you: the law itself is breaking the law! Take him away, kids!

JUDGE



No! Order, I say! Order!

The KIDS TAKE HIM AWAY.

BILLY



Father! You saved the town!

XAVIER

No, no, son. You and your friends have done it. I must thank you. You all have the strength and courage to be free, even if it meant facing your fears head on. It is I who must thank you.

KATHERINE

Mr. Wancanucci? Now that the Judge and the Attorney are gone, you’re free to open your candy shop again!

The KIDS CHEER.

XAVIER

Now, now, children. I’m well past the age of starting another business venture. But I will promise you this. If my son, Billy would proudly take over, I will share with him all my wonderfully delicious secrets. He will reopen the candy shop for all you boys and girls!

KATHERINE



Will you do it, Billy? Will you?

BILLY

Father, I don’t think I can open the candy shop in town. 

ALL THE KIDS ARE SAD.

BILLY

I am going to open the BIGGEST candy shop in town! (kids cheer) I’ll open a candy factory, and one day I’ll have the biggest and most fantastic candy and chocolate factory in the world!

Kids CHEER. XAVIER HUGS BILLY.

WARLOCK

And to commemorate this occasion, I now present my one of a kind Warlock’s hat to Mr. Billy Wancanucci!

Warlock GIVES BILLY A COLORFUL HAT. Kids CHEER.

XAVIER

C’mon, kids! The Warlock and I still have a few candies up our sleeves! 

Kids and Warlock FOLLOW HIM OFF HAPPILY. BILLY AND KATHERINE AND JJ SAY GOODBYE.

JJ

Whoa. Now this is a story my friends will never believe.

KATHERINE

Thanks for all your help JJ. In a way, you started all this. So thank you.

JJ

You’re welcome. Good luck, you two. And remember, if you ever find yourself in a strange town with strange people again...just don’t eat the black gumball. See ya later!

JJ EXITS.

BILLY

I want to thank you, Katherine. You helped me get my father back. But more importantly, you helped me get ME back. I was lost for a long time, but now I know who I am. Now I know where I was meant to be.

KATHERINE



And where’s that, Billy?

BILLY



With you, Katherine. I was meant to be with you.

They HUG FOR A LONG MOMENT. Then, they BEGIN TO WALK OFF.

KATHERINE

Hey, you know, I was thinking of a good name for the business. Something catchy...

BILLY

Yeah, Billy Wancanucci’s Chocolate Factory is a little long. Maybe a variation of the family name.

KATHERINE

Yeah. How do you like the name “Willy?” With a “W”?
BILLY

Willy...I like it. But maybe we should shorten my last name for the business. Willy Wancanucci is still pretty long. 

KATHERINE

(thinking out loud)

Ok. Willy Wonkanuch... Willy Wonka..nu... Ah, we’ll work on it.

They EXIT, ARM IN ARM.

CURTAIN CLOSES.

