THE | NVI TED ONE
By
Curtis Janes Coffey

Novenber 2016 Curtis.Janes528@muai |l . com



EXT. FARM - DAWN

The sun is just beginning to grace the world with its
presence. Al is still.

Thin rays of light rise fromthe horizon and dance anobng
rows of corn.

A rooster crows. Cows softly noo in protest of the noise.
EXT. FARVHOUSE - DAY

A nice honme. Two stories. Large front porch. AOd, but it’'s
been well kept through the years.

The screen door opens - THOVAS HENNI KER, a man of about 30
with the beginning stages of a beard on his face - steps
shirtless out onto the porch, his jeans unbuttoned.

He wat ches as the sun nakes its way above the horizon. He
smles. It’s going to be a beautiful day.

The screen door opens again and his wife - JULI A HENNI KER, a
woman the sane age as Thomas with long brown hair - wal ks
out and waps her arnms around himfrom behind, still half

asl eep.

JULI A
You're really conmmitting to this
whol e farnmer thing, huh?

Thomas reaches up behind himand strokes her hair gently.

THOVAS
There’s no point in doing sonething
if you're not commtted. Isn't that
what you told ne when we first
started dating?

JULI A
Mim Cone back to bed.

Julia kisses Thomas’ back and rel eases him She goes back
into the house.

Thomas | ooks blissfully once nore over the farn and before
resi gni ng hinsel f.

THOVAS
| guess a late start won’t hurt
anyone.

He goes back into the house.



| NT. FARVHOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

It’s md-norning now. Thomas and Julia sit with each other
at a snall breakfast table and dri nk coffee.

The interior of the kitchen reflects the hone’s age nuch
nore than the outside. The stove and fridge are ancient and
t he decor |eaves nmuch to be desired with the nodern age.

JULI A
So, what are the big plans today,
Far mer Thonmas?

THOVAS

(Fake Sout hern Accent)
| reckon I'Il feed the |ivestock
and cl ean out the chicken coops.
Then 1’11 hop on mny big green
tractor and see about harvesting
some corn or wheat or whatever the
hell it is my uncle was grow ng out
her e.

Julia fakes a smle but even that quickly |eaves.

THOVAS
You hate it out here.

JULI A
No. No, not at all. It’'s not that.
It’s just...it’ Il take sone getting
used to, is all. Been a city girl
all nmy life, you know? |1’ m not used
to being fifty-plus mles from
civilization. Talk about a culture
shock.

THOVAS
What’s a girl to do w thout her
St ar bucks, right?

JULI A
Sonet hing |ike that.

Thomas sips uneasily fromhis coffee while Julia stares out
t he wi ndow.

THOVAS
We can make this work, right?

JULI A
Totally. The doctor said you needed
a stress-free environnment for a

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

JULI A (cont’d)
while and | married you for better
or worse, so if this is what needs
to be done, then this is what we
do. Besides, | can wite from
anywhere. Al | need is ny | aptop.

Julia reaches across the table and takes Thomas’ hand in
hers.

JULI A
But I mght kill that fucking
rooster.

EXT. PI G PEN - DAY

Thomas awkwar dly makes his around the pig pen with a | arge
bucket in his hand. He pats one of the pigs as he noves
towards the trough.

The pig immedi ately sticks its head inside the bucket of
feed, knocking it out of Thomas’s hand and spilling the
contents onto the ground.

THOVAS
Cone on, guys. Can’t you give ne a
break?
| NT. BARN - DAY

Thonmas stands before a nmound of intimdating hay bales, a
hook in each hand.

Thomas confidently sticks a hook in each side of a bale of
hay and noves to lift it - unsuccessfully.

He tries again, his face turning red as he groans, exerting
all the strength he can nuster.

He |lifts the bale and slans it triunphantly onto the bed of
his notorized cart.

Thomas exhal es | oudly and wi pes his brow, satisfied, but
clearly al ready exhausted.

EXT. FARVHOUSE - DAY
Julia sits on the porch swing, a book in hand. She gl ances

up fromit as Thomas cruises by on his cart - 3 bales piled
into the bed of it.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

JULI A

Need a hand, Farner Tonf
THOVAS

Ha!
JULI A

Just don’t hurt yourself. This is
supposed to be rel axi ng!

| NT. FARVHOUSE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Julia sits on the faded floral couch in front of the box-set
television. The kind with rabbit ears.

A doubl e-barrel shotgun rests above it, nounted on the wall.

Thomas enters, fresh out of the shower and still drying his
hair with a towel.

THOVAS
What are you wat chi ng?

JULI A
This TV only gets two channels. The
news and sone | ocal religious
net wor k.

THOVAS
S0000...Bible Study, | take it?

JULI A
Ha. You take your pill?

THOVAS
"1l take it in the norning.

Thonmas fl ops down on the couch beside Julia.

THOVAS
Cabl e guy is schedul ed for next
week. | couldn’t get a sooner

appoi nt nent .

JULI A
W going to get a new TV? You know,
one that doesn’'t weigh 600 pounds?

THOVAS
[’I] see what | can do.

( CONTI NUED)
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JULI A
Supposed to be a pretty good storm
next week.

THOVAS
Awesome. Less irrigation I’'l1l have
to run.

JULI A
Qooh, | |ove when you tal k farner
to ne.

THOVAS
A week on the farmso far. Still
| ove ne?

JULI A

Sonehow, | do.

Thomas stretches out and |l ays his head on Julia s | ap.

THOVAS
Going stir-crazy yet?
JULI A
Al nost .
THOVAS

Want to have sex?

JULI A
Meh.

Julia kisses Thomas on the forehead.

JULI A
What's the deal with the door under
the stairs? It’'s locked and | can’t
seemto find the key that fits it.

THOVAS
| don’t think there ever was a key
for that door. Uncle used to say
that there where ghosts under the
stairs and they were | ocked away
for good reason.

JULI A
Cute. Haunted farnf

THOVAS
Sonmet hing |ike that.



EXT. PI G PEN - DAY

Rai n pours fromthe sky as Thomas tries fruitlessly to catch
a small pig.

THOVAS
| just want to get you into the
barn! Cone here!

Thomas junps at the piglet and | ands face-first in the nud,
mssing the little runt by nere inches.

Thomas rolls over onto his back with a groan and | ooks up at
the gray sky and lets the rain wash the nud fromhis face.

A jagged bolt of lightning dances fromcloud to cloud.

Thomas sits up and | ooks at the whining piglet, nowin the
corner of the pen.

THOVAS
You wanna stay out here in the
storm finel!

Thomas picks hinself up fromthe ground and heads for the
house.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT

Julia lays in bed under the covers and reads a psychol ogy
book by | anplight.

Thomas enters the room clad only in his underwear. Thunder
grow s outside and he clinbs into bed.

THOVAS
Some storm huh?
JULI A
vhm
THOVAS
You still reading that sanme book?
What is it?
JULI A

Don’t you worry your pretty little
head, Farnmer Tom You just keep up
with your crops and |ivestock.

THOVAS

Bleh. | don’t think I’mcut out for
this.

( CONTI NUED)
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JULI A

Wio woul d have ever thought?
THOVAS

Hush. | couldn’t just sell it.
JULI A

Wiy not? It's yours to do with as
you pl ease.

THOVAS
| dunno. This was just everything
my uncle had. It was his whole
life. He poured his blood, sweat,
and tears into this |land. Seens
cold to just give it way, you know?

JULI A
| said sell. | didn't say give
awnay.

THOVAS

You know what | nean.

Thomas snuggles up with Julia and i mediately starts to
drift off.

THOVAS

How s the witing going?
JULI A

Meh.
THOVAS

Getting an awful ot of that from
you, lately.

JULI A
Meh.
THOVAS
You gonna sl eep?
JULI A
Maybe in a while. | want to do sone

nore reading and try to get a page
or two witten.

THOVAS
Mhk.

TI ME LAPSE
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| NT. FARVHOUSE - MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT

It’s dark. Thonmas is deep asleep, a quiet snore enmanates
fromhim

Juliaisn't in bed with him

Qutside, it's still pouring. Lightning flashes and thunder
qui etly grunbles.

KNOCK. KNOCK. KNOCK

Thomas stirs in bed, but he doesn’t wake up.
KNOCK! KNOCK! KNOCK

Thomas |ifts his head up.

THOVAS
Jul es?

Thomas awakens a bit nore and sees that she’s not in bed
with him He | ooks at the clock.

1: 13am

KNOCKKNOCKKNOCKKNOCK

Thomas junps out of bed.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - NI GHT

Thonmas makes his way down the stairs, a baseball bat in his
hands.

KNOCK! KNOCK! KNOCK! KNOCK
THOVAS
(whi ser ed)
Jul es?
No answer fromhis wfe.
KNOCK! KNOCK

Thomas slowy steps up to the front door and grips the
basebal | bat tightly.

THOVAS
Who' s out there?

Si | ence.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

Ever so cautiously, Thonas extends a hand to the deadbolt
and turns it.

I nhal i ng sharply, Thomas pulls open the front door.
Crunpl ed on the front porch, soaked with blood, lies a
STRANGER, | ooking |ike not much nore than a vagabond. He
| ooks up at Thonmas, weakly. His head has a gash in it.

STRANGER
H hel p ne.

The Stranger passes out.

THOVAS
Jul es!

Thomas drops the bat.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Thonmas rushes into the kitchen and picks up the tel ephone.
No di al tone.

THOVAS
Shit!

Thomas runs for the stairs.
| NT. FARWVHOUSE - MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT

Thomas bursts into the roomand flicks on the [ anp. He grabs
the cell phone off of the nightstand and dials 911.

The phone beeps in his hand and he | ooks down.
NO SERVI CE

THOVAS
Goddamm i t!

| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - NI GHT
Thonmas grabs the Stranger and drags himinside.

THOVAS
Jul es! | need hel p!

Thonmas drags the Stranger through the house and into the
bat hr oom
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| NT. FARVHOUSE - BATHROOM - NI GHT

Thonmas gently sets the Stranger on the floor and frantically
goes through the nmedi ci ne cabi net. Gauze. Band-ai ds.

Per oxi de. Everything first-aid related that he can find ends
up on the floor beside the Stranger.

THOVAS
Fuck. Were el se are you bl eedi ng
from man?

The Stranger is still unconscious and therefore doesn’'t
answer .

Thomas carefully takes off the Stranger’s coat. He has
def ensi ve wounds on both his arns and his side is bl eeding
qui te heavily.

THOVAS
Jesus.

Julia steps into the doorway of the bat hroom

JULI A
What’ s going -

She sees the bloody stranger on the bathroomfloor and
gasps.

JULI A
VWho the hell is that?

THOVAS
Didn't you hear nme calling for you?
Where the hell were you?

JULI A
| dozed off on the back porch.
was working. | -

THOVAS
He was poundi ng on our front door.

JULI A
But why did you bring himin here?
Have you cal |l ed an anbul ance?

THOVAS
No service.

JULI A
Jesus, 1’|l try m ne.

Julia goes to |eave.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

THOVAS
Julial! | need you here right now to
hel p nme, okay? Your phone isn’t
going to work any better than m ne
out here with this storm

JULI A
Ugh.

Thomas rips open the man’s shirt to reveal a bloody slit in
his ribs | eaking blood. Al nost |ike a stab wound.

THOVAS
You took nursing classes, right?

JULI A
Yeah, in high school before |
figured out what | actually wanted
to do with nmy life.

THOVAS
VWhat do we do? Apply pressure or
sonet hi ng?

JULI A
You apply pressure. 1’1l go get the
sewi ng kit.

Julia rushes off.

THOVAS
Sewi ng kit ?!

JULIA(Q S.)
Put pressure on himn

THOVAS
Ri ght.

Thomas takes sone gauze out of the box and presses it firmy
agai nst the wound.

Julia returns a nonent later with the sewng kit in hand.
She opens it up and threads a needle.

THOVAS
They cover this in high school ?

JULI A
Nope. Hopefully it’s not nuch
different than sewing a pillow

Thomas | ooks over the stranger’s wounds while Julia starts
to stitch the wound cl osed.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 12.

THOVAS
Jesus. What the hell happened to
hi n? Looks |i ke he was nmaul ed by an
ani mal or sonet hi ng.

JULI A
Dunno. Car accident, maybe?

THOVAS
That woul d explain the head injury.
But the rest?

JULI A
Broken gl ass? A piece of netal ? |
dont know. |'ma witer, not a

fucki ng doctor.

The stranger suddenly sits up and hows. It’s ear-piercing.
O herworldly. And goes on |onger than it shoul d.

The stranger | ooks at the frightened Julia and Thonas,
wi de- eyed, and then coll apses back onto the fl oor.

THOVAS
What was that?
JULI A
Thomas.
THOVAS
Yeah?
JULI A
Go somewhere. Keep trying to cal
for help.
THOVAS

You going to be okay?

JULI A
I’ll be fine. Just go.

Thomas | eaves the bathroom and Julia goes back to working on
t he stranger’s wounds.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - GUEST BEDROOM - N GHT

Thomas and Julia struggle as they carry the stranger into
t he bedroom and | ay himon the bed.

JULI A
He’s going to bleed on the sheets.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

THOVAS
We’ Il buy new ones.

JULIA
These are new ones.

THOVAS
What do you want ne to do, Jul es?

JULI A
| don’t know. Why’'d you have to
bring himinside?

THOVAS
He asked for help. Cearly, he
needed it.

JULI A

We shoul d have just waited until we
could call soneone.

THOVAS

He coul d have bl ed out by then.
JULI A

| doubt it.
THOVAS

Thought you weren’t a doctor?

JULI A
Shut up.

Thomas and Julia step out into the hallway and Julia pulls
t he door closed. Using a key, she locks it fromthe outside.

THOVAS
What are you doi ng?

JULI A
We don’t know who this guy is. W
don’t know what he’s capable of or
what happened to him Do you really
want himto roam about our house
freely?

THOVAS
| guess not.

JULI A
"Kay. G eat.

Julia wal ks away.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 14.

THOVAS
Were are you goi ng?

JULI A
To bed.

Julia enters the master bedroom and sl ans the door shut
behi nd her.

THOVAS

(quietly)
@ ad you can sleep after this.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Thomas enters the kitchen to find Julia there, sipping on
cof f ee.

THOVAS
Still mad at ne?
JULI A
| wasn’t mad at you | ast night.
THOVAS
Have you checked on hinf?
JULI A
Not yet. Thought I’'d | eave you with
t hat honor.
THOVAS
Key?

Julia notions to the counter.

JULI A
Ri ght there.

Thomas takes the key fromthe counter and starts to wal k
away.

JULI A
| know you did the right thing.

Thomas turns.

THOVAS
Huh?

JULI A
Last night. You did the right thing
by taking himin. I'’msorry | was

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 15.

JULI A (cont’ d)
upset. | just...didn't know what to
say or howto react. There was a
strange man bl eedi ng on our fl oor
and | guess | was pani cking and

took it out on you. |I'msorry.
THOVAS
Your phone worki ng?
JULI A
Not yet.
THOVAS
M ne either. Soon as we get
service, we'll call to have him

transport ed.

JULI A
We could just do it oursel ves.

THOVAS
What if he’s broken sonething? |
woul dn’t want to nake it worse.

JULI A
|’m pretty sure draggi ng him
t hrough the house didn't help.

THOVAS
Good poi nt.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - GUEST BEDROOM - DAY
It's dark in the room the shades drawn.

There’s a gentle knock before the door is unlocked and
Thonmas steps into the room

THOVAS
Uh. Sir? Sir, can you hear ne?

There’s no sound fromthe stranger.

Thomas slowy makes his way towards the bed to nore closely
exam ne the man. Still breathing

Thonmas backs out of the roomand quietly closes the door.
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| NT. FARVHOUSE - HALLWAY - DAY

Thomas stands outside the door, his hand still on the
door knob. He | ooks down at the key in his other hand.

After a nonent’s hesitation, Thormas wal ks away fromthe door
wi thout locking it.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Thonmas returns to the kitchen and pours hinself a cup of
cof f ee.

JULI A
Wll? He still alive in there?

THOVAS
He’'s breathing. | hope he’'s not in
a coma or sonething.

JULI A
Il be going into town later. [’11I
see if | can get someone to cone
pi ck himup

THOVAS
Maybe we should wait.

JULI A
Excuse nme? | don’t think I heard
you correctly.

THOVAS
| said maybe we should wait.

JULI A
For what? Hmto die in our honme?

THOVAS
| don’t think he's going to die. |
don’t know. We don’t know anyt hi ng
about the guy. Wiat if he has no
nmoney to cover the nedical costs?

JULI A
M1 lions of people are wal ki ng
around with hospital bills that
w Il never be paid, Thomas. It’1l]|
be fine. Besides, what if he wakes
up and it turns out he’s sone crazy

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 17.

STRANCER( O, S.)
| " m not crazy.

Julia and Thomas turn to the sound of the voice with a
start.

The stranger stands in the kitchen doorway, |eaned agai nst
the wall.

STRANGER
And if it’s all the sanme, 1'd
rat her you not have nme transported
to a hospital. Your husband is
correct, mmam | can’t afford the
medical bill and I’'d rather not
waste nore taxpayer dollars because
of it. I won't cause you no
trouble. Just give nme a couple days
and I'll be out of your hair.

THOVAS
What happened to you?

The stranger coll apses onto the kitchen floor.

JULI A
Damm it!

Thomas rushes over to the stranger and scoops hi m up.

STRANGER
|’msorry, I"msorry. Just got
really |ightheaded.

THOVAS

You need to rest. You lost a |lot of
bl ood | ast night. Let’s get you
back up in bed.

Thomas aids the stranger and half-carries himback towards
t he stairs.

JULI A
Maybe use the key this tine.

THOVAS
Yeah, yeabh.
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| NT. FARVHOUSE - HALLWAY - DAY

Thomas cl oses the guest bedroom door and Julia steps into
the hallway, her arns crossed and eyes fixated on him

Thomas | ooks at her with a half smle and | ocks the bedroom

door.

Thomas t hi

THOVAS
Happy?

JULI A
|’mgoing into town and |’ m
bri ngi ng professional help back
W th ne.

THOVAS
Is that really necessary?

JULI A
Jesus, what is your deal ?!

THOVAS
He asked us not to.

JULI A
And that doesn’'t seema bit odd to
you? That doesn’t nmke you say,
"Hrm maybe this guy is running
from soneone. Maybe this guy has
sonet hing to hide?"

nks on this for a nonent before he rel ents.

THOVAS
Okay. Okay, you're right. I’'m
sorry. | just want to do the right
t hi ng.

JULI A

You did the right thing |l ast night.
You did nore than nost people would
have, okay? But we can’t just have
some random weirdo staying with us
whil e his wounds heal. If sonething
went wrong and he di ed, guess who
woul d be going to jail? | love you
to death, but sonetines you just
don’ t thi nk.

THOVAS
Drive safe.

( CONTI NUED)



22

CONTI NUED: 19.

JULI A
Thanks.

Julia wal ks away, |eaving Thomas there with his head | ow
EXT. FARMHOUSE - DAY

Julia wal ks outside and heads to her jeep.

She gets inside and turns the key. The engi ne sputters but
;deoesn’t start. She tries again, sane thing. One last tine

CLICK. Nothing at all.

JULI A
Jesus. Now what ?

Julia pops open the hood and gets out of the vehicle. She
lifts up the hood to see if she can see anythi ng.

Thomas steps out onto the porch.

THOVAS
Somet hi ng wr ong?

JULI A
It won't start.

THOVAS
Battery?

JULI A

Maybe. G ve ne a junp.

THOVAS
Yeah.

Thomas steps back into the house and returns a nonent |ater
with his keys in hand.

He gets into his truck and turns the key.
CLI CK. Dead as well.

THOVAS
VWhat the hell?

Thomas gets out of the truck.

JULI A
You’ ve got to be fucking kidding.

Thomas shrugs.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
| don’t know what to tell you

Julia | ooks up at the guest bedroom wi ndow for a nonent and
t hen back at Thonas.

JULI A
You didn’t unlock his door | ast
night, did you?

THOVAS
No.

JULI A
And you’'re positive it was | ocked
this norni ng when you went to check
on hin®

THOVAS
Mhm

JULI A
Maybe he clinbed out the w ndow. ..

THOVAS
You can’t be serious.

JULI A
You don't think it’s a little bit
odd that he shows up, bl oody and
begging for help and then
mysteriously all forns of
conmuni cati on are cut off and our
vehi cl es are suddenly not wor ki ng?

THOVAS
First of all, there was a m serable
stormlast night, which is why our
phones aren’t working. | wouldn't

be surprised if lightning hit the
cell tower, assum ng there’'s one
near by anyway. Secondly, car
batteries die. It happens.

JULI A
Both at the sanme tinme?

THOVAS

Come on, Jules. You're kind of
bei ng ridicul ous right now.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 21.

JULI A
Real ly? Well, tell ne, Einstein.
What the hell are we supposed to do
now? H ke 50 nmles to the nearest
formof civilization?

THOVAS
| " msure there's soneone cl oser
t han that.

JULI A

Yeah? You sure about that? The
entire nonth we’ve been here,

can’t recall passing a single other
house or seeing a single goddamm
vehi cl e cone down our road.

THOVAS
| m sure our phones will be working
in aday or two. We'll call AAA an
have t hem cone out.

JULI A
And we’ll call the authorities and
have them cone get that man out of
our house, right?

Thomas hesitates for just a nonent.
THOVAS
Right. | have work to do. |’'m
behi nd schedul e.
Thomas ki sses his wife on the cheek and heads for the barn.
Julia | ooks back up at the guest bedroom wi ndow.
The stranger stands there, staring down at her.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - GUEST BEDROOM - DAY

It’s later in the day. Thomas enters the room soaked wth
sweat, a tray in his hand.

The stranger stands at the wi ndow, gazing out.

STRANGER
Am | a prisoner here?

THOVAS
What ? No. No, of course not. You're
free to | eave whenever you want.
It’s just -

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 22.

STRANGER
You don’t trust ne.
THOVAS
It makes nmy wife feel better.
STRANGER
Your wife?
THOVAS
She’s a city gal. Not too trusting
of strangers. |’'msure you can

under st and.

The stranger turns and exam nes Thonas.

STRANGER

| appreciate you taking ne in.
THOVAS

What happened to you?
STRANGER

| don’t rightly renenber. | was

driving and got |ost. Sonehow ended
up on a road not far from here.
Something ran in front of ny car
and | swerved into a tree. Wen

got out, | think something may have
attacked ne. Animal or sonething. |
don’t know. | don’t even renenber
making it to your home. | just
remenber waking up in this bed with
my wounds stitched.

THOVAS
You can thank Jules for that.

STRANGER
Your wife, right? Was she a nurse?

THOVAS
Went to school for it for a while
bef ore she deci ded she wanted to
pursue her passion.

STRANGER
What was that?

THOVAS
Witing.

Thonas sets the tray down on the bed. A sandwi ch and water.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
Thought you m ght be hungry.
STRANGER
More thirsty than anyt hi ng.
THOVAS
Right. Sorry about that. Got a
name?
STRANGER
Luci an.
THOVAS
|” m Thonas.
LUCI AN
Good to neet you, Thonas.
THOVAS
You as wel|.
LUCI AN
Again, | can’t thank you enough for
what you did.
THOVAS
Anyone el se woul d have done the
sane.
LUCI AN

Doubtful . As you said, nost folks
aren’t too keen about letting a
stranger into their hone.

Thomas steps backwards towards the door.
THOVAS
|’ve got to get back to work. 1’11
| eave this open, though. Feel free
to make yoursel f at hone.

LUCI AN
That’ s m ghty ki nd.

Lucian smles. There’'s sonething mldly unsettling about it.

Thomas nods curtly and | eaves the room
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I NT. FARVHOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Julia sits on the couch on her |aptop. She types furiously.

JULI A

Get any information from hinf
THOVAS

Nanme’ s Luci an.
JULI A

| nt eresti ng nane.
THOVAS

| thought so.
JULI A

You taken your meds yet?
THOVAS

Not yet. |I’'ll do that now.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - BATHROOM - DAY

Thomas opens the nedicine cabinet and takes out a bottle of
medi cati on. He cl oses the cabinet and stares at hinself in
the mrror for a nonent.

Julie’s scream suddenly pierces the air.

Thomas rushes fromthe bat hroom

| NT. FARVHOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Thomas dashes into the living room

Julie stands on the couch. She screans and points.

THOVAS
VWhat ? What! VWhat is it?

JULI A
Snake. There’'s a fucking snake in
the corner. Right there. It’s right
t here. See?

Thomas | ooks and sure enough, a jet black snake slithers its
way under the recliner.

THOVAS
On. Unhhh. 1’11 get a broonf

( CONTI NUED)
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JULI A
| don’t care what you get, just
deal with it!

Thomas noves to the kitchen, grabs a broom and returns.

He slowy creeps towards the recliner, gripping the broom
handl e tightly.

JULI A
Get it! Get it! Hurry!

Thomas i nches cl oser and crouches down.
He gently lifts the recliner back and -
Enpty. There’s nothing underneath the recliner.

THOVAS
VWhat the hell? Where’'d it go?

JULI A
oooh. Do not tell nme there's a
snake | oose sonewhere in the house.

THOVAS

Did you see it nove out from under
the chair?

JULI A
No.

Thomas checks all around the living roomfor a sign of the
snake. It’s nowhere to be found.

LUCI AN(O. S.)
They’'re harm ess, really.

Thomas and Julia turn to the sound of his voice.

Luci an stands before them the black snake slithers around
his arm conpletely content.

LUCI AN
They’ re good for pest control.
They' Il keep the rats from eating

your crops.
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EXT. CORNFI ELD - DAY

Luci an stands before the cornfield and holds the snake up to
his face.

Thonmas wat ches froma few feet back as Luci an whi spers
sonmething to the snake, crouches down, and releases it into
t he cornfi el d.

THOVAS
You sure that thing isn’t venonous?

LUCI AN
Positi ve.

Luci an stands up and faces Thonas.

LUCI AN
M ght | use the bathroom and cl ean
mysel f up?

THOVAS
O course. There's fresh towels on
t he shel f.

LUCI AN

You don’t happen to have an extra
razor | can use, do you?

THOVAS
Check the cabinet. | mght.

LUCI AN
G eat .

Lucian smles the unsettling smle again and brushes past
Thomas to get into the house.

Thomas wat ches him for a nonent.

The wi nd kicks up and the cornstal ks rustle, diverting
Thomas’ s attention back to the field.

He watches them sway in the breeze.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Thomas, Julia, and Lucien sit at the table. A spread of food
in front of them Chicken. Potato. Corn. Biscuits. Southern
confort food.

Luci en, having showered and shaved, |ooks drastically
different. He's handsone. Dark. Msterious.

( CONTI NUED)
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It’s quiet. Everyone sort of picks at their plates, but
nobody is really eating nuch of anything. It’'s rather
unconf ort abl e.

Thomas clears his throat.

THOVAS
So -

LUCI AN
You needn’t feign conversation on
my account, Thonas.

THOVAS
| " m not .

JULI A
You clean up nicely, Lucian. |
barely recogni ze you

LUCI AN
Thank you, nma’ am

Thomas gives Julia a sideways gl ance. She | ooks down at her
food with a bl ush.

LUCI AN
Li ved here | ong?
THOVAS
About a nonth. It belonged to ny
uncl e.
LUCI AN
What happened to hinf?
JULI A
Yes, what did happen to him

Thomas?
Thomas gl ares at Juli a.

THOVAS
He’s no | onger with us.

LUCI AN
Sorry to hear. Taking over the
fam |y business, then?

JULI A
Ha. Not any business to take over.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
What ny wife neans to say is, ny
uncle was a private seller. Loca
farmers markets and such. This was
nore of a hobby lifestyle than a
career for him

LUCI AN
Then why are you here?

THOVAS
Eh. It’s sort of conplicated.

LUCI AN
| don’t nean to pry.

It goes quiet again and they continue to pick at their food.

JULI A
No, go on, Thonas. Tell our guest.
Wiy are we here?

THOVAS
Jul es. ..

JULI A
Tel | hi mwhat brought us out here.
In the m ddl e of nowhere.
Completely cut off from
civilization.

THOVAS
Wiy are you being like this?

JULI A
You should share with your new best
friend, shouldn’'t you? W re al
going to be living here together
until God knows when. M ght as well
get cozy with one another.

Julia gets up fromthe table and | eaves the kitchen.

LUCI AN
| should | eave.

THOVAS
No. No, it’s fine. It’s not your
fault. | don't know what her dea
is lately.

( CONTI NUED)
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LUCI AN
" msorry.

THOVAS
Don’t be. She’s just being noody.
The reason we’'re out here is
because of ny doctor.

LUCI AN
How s t hat ?

THOVAS
| had a corporate job. Pretty high
up on the ladder. But it was
stressful. And bal ancing a marri age
and the constant demands of the job
m xed with being in a busy city
just took a toll.

LUCI AN
And you just snapped.

THOVAS
More or | ess. Doctor recomrended |
get out before it was too late. So.
Here we are.

LUCI AN
You like it?
THOVAS
l’"mlearning to. Wsh ny wife

woul d.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT
It’s dark. Thomas lies in bed, asleep.
Sonet hi ng creaks and Thonas jerks awake.

THOVAS
Jul es?

Thomas rubs the sleep fromhis eyes and | ooks around the
room Enpty. Julia is not there.

The floor creaks again. It’s comng fromjust outside the
bedr oom

Thomas slowy clinbs out of bed and approaches the door. He
| eans hi s ear against the door and |istens.

BAM

( CONTI NUED)
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Somret hi ng pounds agai nst the door and Thomas junps back,
startl ed.

THOVAS
Who' s out there? Luci an?

Sounds of feet running away fromthe door.

Thomas yanks open the door and steps out into the hallway.
It’s dark and enpty.

Thonmas slowly creeps down the hall towards the guest
bedr oom

| NT. GUEST BEDROOM - NI GHT

The door very slowy and very quietly opens. Thomas peeks
hi s head i nside.

Lucian is lying in bed, apparently asleep, his back to the
door .

Thomas watches him for a nonent.
KNOCK. KNOCK. KNOCK

A knock on the front door. Thomas gently cl oses the bedroom
door.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - N GHT
KNOCK. KNOCK. KNOCK
Thomas wal ks down the stairs.

THOVAS
VWho' s there?

Not hi ng.
Thomas puts his hand on the door handl e.

VO CE(QO S.)

(whi spered, from behi nd)
Thonas.

Thomas jerks around to see what’'s behind him
The entry is enpty.

VO CE(QO S.)

(whi spered)
Thomas. Over here.

( CONTI NUED)
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Thomas slowW y wal ks to the door under the stairs. He tries
t he handl e. Locked.

KNOCKKNOCK. Front door again.

Thomas noves back to the sound yanks open the front door.
EXT. FARMHOUSE - N GHT

Thonmas steps outside. The front porch is enpty. He wal ks to
bot h ends of the porch and | ooks down both sides of the

house. There’s nothing to be seen.

The wi nd picks up and the cornstal ks rustle out in the
field. Thomas turns his attention to them

EXT. CORNFI ELD - N GHT

Thomas stands at the edge of the cornfield, staring into the
st al ks.

He closes his eyes. As they nove in the wind, the rustling
changes and becones whi spers.

The whi spers grow, becom ng |ouder and faster as they echo
and swirl around him

THOVAS
VWhat ? No. That can’'t be.

dimlight shines on Thomas and he snaps open his eyes and
[

A i
whi rl s around.

Luci an stands in the guest bedroom w ndow, the |ight on, and
| ooks down at Thonas.
Lucian then raises a knife and brings it up to his throat.

THOVAS
No!

Thomas sprints for the house.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - GUEST BEDROOM - NI GHT
Thomas junps through the door.

THOVAS
Luci an!

It's dark in the room

Lucian sits up in bed with a start, groggy.

( CONTI NUED)
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LUCI AN
What’ s goi ng on?

Thomas | ooks at him and around the room benused.

THOVAS
Not hi ng. Not hing. | thought |
saw...Nevermnd. I'"msorry to wake

you. Goodni ght.
Thomas cl oses the door.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - BATHROOM - NI GHT
Thomas turns on the water and opens the nedicine cabinet. He
takes out the bottle of pills and sets it on the side of the
si nk before splashing water on his face.
He stares at hinself in the mrror.

THOVAS
You're fine. You re fine.
Everything is fine.

Thonmas spl ashes water on his face once nore and exits the
bat hroom |eaving the pills sitting on the sink.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Thomas sits at the table, a mserable | ook on his face. He
si ps coffee.

Julia enters the kitchen and opens the fridge w thout
| ooki ng at him

THOVAS
Go somewhere | ast night?

Julia ignore him She pours herself sone creaminto a coffee
mug and fills it with coffee.

Thomas sl ans his hand down on the table and startl es her.

THOVAS
| asked you a question.

Julia turns to face him

JULI A
Where the hell would I go, Thonas?
| ve got no vehicle. |I’ve got no
phone. |’msure as hell not going
to hike fifty mles to the nearest

phone.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
Wke up last night. You weren’t in
bed.

JULI A

Sl ept on the couch.

THOVAS
| went through the house | ast
night. Couldn't find you.

JULI A
| magi ne that.

THOVAS
Meani ng?

JULI A

You're a big boy, Thomas. You can
figure it out.

Julia wal ks out of the kitchen, |eaving Thonas there,

fum ng.

EXT. PI G PEN - DAY

Thonmas throws sl op around the pig pen w thout care.
even onto the pigs thensel ves.

Thomas turns and stares off at the cornfield.

The pigs suddenly start screeching and run to the other

corner of the pen.

Thomas turns to see Lucian |leaning on the fence of the pen,

wat chi ng him

LUCI AN
Sonet hi ng bot hering you?

THOVAS
Not hing | want to tal k about.

LUCI AN
Conme on, now. What woul d your
psychol ogi st say about that?

THOVAS
Excuse ne?

( CONTI NUED)

The pigs
all hover around himand gob it up as fast and he tosses it,
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LUCI AN
Isn’t that what they do? Encourage
you to open up and share your
feelings? Don't bottle it up.

THOVAS
Way don’t you stay the hell out of
nmy busi ness?

Thomas storns out of the pen and heads for the house.
LUCI AN
Trouble with the wife, maybe? You
wanna tell ne why you barged into
my room | ast night?
Lucian smles the devilish grin.
| NT. BARN - DAY

Thomas kicks up small piles of hay. He throws a hoe across
t he barn.

A cow npos in protest.

Wth a sigh, Thomas grabs a netal bucket and a stool from
the corner of the barn and approaches the cow.

THOVAS
|’msorry, girl.

Thomas sits on the stool and places the bucket underneath
t he cow

He tugs on her utters, squirting mlk into the bucket.
As Thomas tugs, he zones out and stares off.
VO CE(O S.)
They’ re plotting agai nst you.
They’' re going to | eave you. They're
going to hurt you.

The cow npbos and Thonas snaps out of it with a shake of his
head.

He | ooks down at the bucket.
[t’s not filled with mlk. It's filled with bl ood.

THOVAS
VWhat the hell?
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| NT. FARVHOUSE - BATHROOM - DAY

Thomas stands in the hot shower. Steamswirls all around
hi m

As he hol ds his head under the hot spray, the sound of the
bat hr oom door opening and closing is heard.

Thomas snaps his head out fromunder the water and wi pes his
eyes.

THOVAS
Jul es?

No answer.

Thomas shuts off the water and sticks his head out from
behi nd the curtain.

The bathroomis enpty. He glances to the mrror.
ALONE is scrawmed on the mrror over the steam
| NT. FARVHOUSE - DAY

Thomas nmekes his way through the farnmhouse, a towel w apped
around his wai st.

THOVAS
Juli a? Luci an?

Thomas searches the first floor. No sign of either of them
He stops in front of the |living roomw ndow and | ooks out.

Both Lucian and Julia are standing in front of the
cornfield.

Thomas wat ches them for a nonent before returning to the
bat hr oom

| NT. FARVHOUSE - BATHROOM - DAY
The words on the mirror are gone.

Thomas wi pes the steam off of the mrror with his hand and
| ooks at hinself.

THOVAS
Get a grip. Everything is fine.
Everything is fine.
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EXT. CORNFI ELD - DAY

Thomas wal ks towards Luci an and Julia, who converse in
hushed tones to one anot her.

They stop speaki ng as Thomas gets cl ose.

THOVAS
What are you two doi ng?

JULI A
|’mjust getting to know our guest
alittle bit better. Isn’t that
what you want ?

THOVAS
| nmean, yes.
LUCI AN
Don’t worry, Thomas. |'’mnot trying

to steal your wife fromyou

Julia giggles. Thomas | ooks at her, uncertain.

THOVAS

Was one of you in the bathroonf
LUCI AN

When?
THOVAS

Just now, while I was showering.

JULI A
No. We’'ve been out here for the
| ast twenty m nutes or so.

LUCI AN
Why? Somet hing the matter?

Luci an | ooks at Thomas slowy. Al nost know ngly.

THOVAS
No. No, | just - nevermnd. | think
" mgoing to |ie down.

LUCI AN
Probably a good i dea.

THOVAS
Yeah. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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Thomas heads back to the house. Lucian and Julia watch him
as he goes and then turn their attention back to the
cornfield.

They continue to converse.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - MASTER BEDROOM - DAY

Thomas lies in bed, covered in sweat. He noans slightly and
fidgets in his slunber.

EXT. CORNFI ELD - DAY - DREAM

It’s quiet. The skies overcast. A gentle wi nd bl ows,
rustling the cornstal ks.

Thonmas makes his way through the rows of corn. He's covered
in bl ood.

JULIA(Q. S.)
Thomas!

Thomas noves to the sound of her voice.

JULI A(C. S.)
Thomas, cone her e!

Thomas pushes through the corn and steps out into a round
section of cleared out corn in the mddle of the field.

Julia stands there over Lucian’s body. He's dead, soaked
Wi th blood, a gaping hole in his chest.

Thomas | ooks down at his hand - he’s suddenly holding a
shot gun.

Julia snaps her gaze to Thonas. Her eyes are pure bl ack.

JULI A
Thomas! What have you done?

Luci an sits up suddenly and | ooks at Thonas.

LUCI AN
You haven’t been living up to your
end of the bargain, Thomas. You
haven’'t been a good boy. Wat’s
behi nd that | ocked door, Thonas?
Hnr? What is it you' re hiding?

Thomas sl owl y backs away and turns into the corn. He takes
off running as fast as he can, whipping through the corn.
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| NT. FARVHOUSE - DAY

Thonmas bursts into the house, shotgun still in hand,
dashes to the door by the stairs.

He puts his hand on the handle and turns -

JULIA(QC S.)
Thonmas!

Thomas turns to the sound of her voice.
Julia stands in the entry.

JULI A
Do you really think you' re ready?

Thomas yanks open the door -
STAB.

Thomas | ooks down at his gut. A blade punctures it.

38.

and

Thomas | ooks up to find Lucian standing there in front of

hi m surrounded by bl ackness.

LUCI AN
Don’t you |like what you see?

Luci an sm | es.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT

Thomas jerks hinself awake, panting. He | ooks at the clock.

1: 13am

He quickly gets out of bed.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Thomas steps into the living room It’s dark

THOVAS
Juli a?

He noves fromthe l[iving roomand nmakes his way through the

house.
As he passes the door under the stairs -
THUD.

Sonet hing hits the door. From i nside.
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Thonmas stops and stairs at the door. After a nonent, he
tries to open it. Still | ocked.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - GUEST BEDROOM - NI GHT
Thomas cracks open the door and peeks his head in.
The roomis enpty.

Thomas throws the door opens all the way and flicks on the
light.

THOVAS
Luci an?

Thomas enters the room He | ooks under the bed. He searches
the closet. Lucian is not in his room

Thomas runs out.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - DAY

Thomas runs all through the house. He turns on all the
lights. Opens every door. He searches everywhere. There’'s no
sign of his guest or his wfe.

THOVAS
What the fuck is going on?

EXT. FARVHOUSE - NI GHT

Thomas steps out on the front porch and | ooks around. Nobody
appears to be outside.

He | ooks over at the barn - the door is open.
| NT. BARN - NI GHT

Thomas enters the barn. It’s dark. He grabs the | antern by
t he door and turns it on.

THOVAS
Luci an? Julia? What are you doi ng
in here?
Al is silent.

Thomas slowly makes his way through the barn. He checks the
animal stalls. There’s nothing.

CREAK.

Sonet hi ng noves above on the | oft.

( CONTI NUED)
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Thonmas shines the lantern up there. Nothing is visible.

THOVAS
Luci an?

Thonmas nmakes his way to the | adder and clinbs up. Wen he
reaches the top -

SLAM

The barn door slanms shut and startles him He loses his grip
on the | adder rung and nearly plumrets bel ow

THOVAS
Son of a bitch!

Thomas clinbs back down the |adder in a hurry, runs to the
barn door and throws it open -

Just in tinme to spot Julia running into the cornfield,
naked.

THOVAS
VWhat the fuck? Juli al

Thomas takes off running after her.
EXT. CORNFI ELD - NI GHT

Thomas runs through the cornfield. Julia stays just ahead of
him just out of sight.

THOVAS
Jul es! What are you doi ng? Wiy are
you running from nme?

Thomas keeps running. Julia gets further and further ahead
until she di sappears from sight conpletely. Not even a

gl i npse.
Thomas stops running. He listens.

Footsteps to the left. He shines the lantern in their
di recti on. Not hi ng.

Footsteps to the right. He shines the lantern right. He
waits.

It goes quiet.

THOVAS
Juli a?
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Thonmas hangs his head in defeat and turns off the |antern.
He saunters back towards the house.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - NI GHT
Thonmas steps inside and cl oses the door behind him

THOVAS
Fuck 'em

He deadbolts the front door and proceeds through the house,
shutting off all the Iights.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT
Thomas steps into the room and freezes.

Julia lies in bed, in a nightgown, fast asleep.

THOVAS
VWhat the hell are you doing in
her e?
Julia stirs.
JULI A
What ?
THOVAS

What are you doing in bed?

JULI A
This is where | sleep, Thonsas.

She rolls over, annoyed.

THOVAS
You were just outside! Naked!
Runni ng t hrough the cornfi el d.
saw you. | - | chased you. How -

JULI A
You sl eepwal ki ng agai n? Goodni ght.

Thomas stands there. He stares at her for a nonent and then
| ooks down the hall at the guest bedroom door. It’s cl osed.
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| NT. GUEST BEDROOM - NI GHT

The door opens and Thomas | ooks inside. Just |ike Julia,
Lucian is fast asleep in bed.

THOVAS
(whi sper ed)
What the hell is going on?

| NT. FARVHOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Thomas and Julia sit at the table, having coffee, per their
usual routine.

JULI A

You feeling all right? You | ook

si ck.

Thomas shrugs.

THOVAS

Sonet hing weird is going on.
JULI A

What do you nean?
THOVAS

You keep di sappearing at night.
JULI A

Oh?
THOVAS

Yeah. Lucian, too. | don’t know

what you’'re doing or what’'s going
on, but I"'mgoing to figure it out.

JULI A
Are you accusing ne of sonething,
Thomas?

Thomas remai ns qui et.

JULI A
Do need to rem nd you that | gave
up | uxury apartment in New York

I
a
ty to be here? For you. For us.
| also need to rem nd you that
was your idea to bring this
range man into our home? O that
tried to get you to get him out
of here and you refused?

G
Do
it
st
I

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 43.

THOVAS
It’s not |ike we have any way to
get himout of here. Qur cars
aren’t working and our phones -

JULI A
Yeah. | know. We're isolated.
don’t need a rem nder of that,
Thomas. No phones. No internet. No
vehi cl es. No goddamm postman. W
can’t even send for help via
carrier pigeon.

THOVAS
l’msorry, | -

JULI A
And yet here you are, accusing ne
of - of what exactly? Am | cheating
on you? Is that it? Am | fucking
the strange nman that you brought
into our hone? And why? Because |
tried to be friendly with hinf
Wi ch, by the way, was for you

THOVAS
What do you want nme to say?

JULI A
| want you to say that you're
sorry.

THOVAS
" msorry.

JULI A
| can’t believe you. | think |I’'ve
been handling this situation pretty
wel |, considering. It’s been pretty

fucked up lately and I"'mtrying to
make the best of it.

LUCI AN( Q. S)
It’s about to get worse.

Thomas and Julia both turn to | ook at Lucian, standing in
t he doorway of the kitchen.

LUCI AN
Sorry to interrupt. | wasn’t trying
to eavesdrop, but you need to cone
take a l ook at this, Thonmas.
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EXT. PIG PEN - DAY
Luci an | eads Thomas to the pig pen.

THOVAS
Aw. Goddamm it. Goddamm it, nol

The pigs have all been slaughtered. Brutally. Hacked to
pi eces. The pen is filled with blood, their carcasses being
fed on by flies.

THOVAS
What happened?

LUCI AN
| don’t know. Looked out ny w ndow
when | woke up this norning. Saw
themlike this.

Thonas crouches down and exam nes the remai ns of one of the
pi gs.

THOVAS

Shit. What coul d have done this?
LUCI AN

Doesn’t | ook |Iike an ani nal attack.
THOVAS

Then what ?

Thomas | ooks at Luci an, who sinply shrugs.

Thomas stands and | ooks at him

THOVAS
And you didn’'t hear anything | ast
ni ght ?

LUCI AN
Dd you?

Thomas eyes Luci an suspiciously, and Lucian just smles at
hi m

EXT. BACKSI DE OF BARN - DAY

Thomas digs a hole in the ground behind the barn. He’s
soaked with sweat and caked with dirt as he works feverishly
to shovel away the earth.

Beside himis a cart full of dead pig carcasses.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
(m m cking Luci an)
"Did you?"
There’s anger on his face. He shovels faster and harder.
Suddenly, he hears the sound of Julia noaning.

He stops shoveling for a nonent to listen. It’s quiet again.
He goes back to shoveli ng.

Anot her noan. Thomas shakes his head, ignoring it.
FLASH

An image of Julia fucking the hell out of Lucian expl odes
t hrough Thomas’ head.

Thomas keeps shoveling. More npaning. Mre imges of Julia
getting pounded by the stranger.

The faster and harder that Thomas digs, the |ouder and nore
frequent the sounds and inmages becone.

Finally, Thomas throws down the shovel and races back to the
f ar mhouse.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - DAY

Thomas expl odes through the front door, anger and jeal ously
and even fear all awash his face.

He runs into the living room- Julia sits there on the
couch, her laptop in front of her.

JULI A

What is it? What’s wong?
THOVAS

| know what you two are doing.

won’t be made a fool! | won’t!
JULI A

Thomas, what -

Thomas darts out of the living roomand races up the stairs.
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| NT. FARVHOUSE - GUEST BEDROOM - DAY

46.

Thomas enters Lucian’s room w thout so nuch as a knock to
find himsitting on his bed, reading the sanme psychol ogy

book that Julia was reading.

Luci an | ooks up fromhis book at Thomas with conplete

di si nterest.

THOVAS
You need to | eave. Ri ght now.

LUCI AN
Where am| to go?

THOVAS
| don’t know and | don’t care.
You' ve overstayed your wel cone and
now it’s tine you were on your way.

LUCI AN
Thomas, | can still barely nove ny
right arm Surely you can’t in good
consci ence send an injured man out
into the wld.

THOVAS
| don’t give a shit about your
injuries any |longer. W' ve fed you.
W’ ve cl othed you. And how do you
repay us? Repay ne? You fuck ny
w fe and sl aughter ny pigs.

Luci an sets the book down and stands up fromthe bed with

sonme manner of difficulty.

LUCI AN
Now hol d on, just what -

Julia enters the room behi nd Thonmas.

JULI A
Excuse ne? What did | just hear you
say?

Thomas turns on Julia in a rage.

THOVAS
You' re fucking him You re fucking
himin MY house. You think |I’'m
stupi d? You think I don't see the
way you | ook at each other? You
think I haven’t heard you

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS (cont’ d)
whi spering to each other? |’ m out
there busting ny ass to nake sure
we have enough food to keep us
alive and you two are in here
fucking while I"’mdoing it!

JULI A
How dar e -

THOVAS
| heard you noani ng just now while
| was burying the pigs! Maning
just like a goddam pig, which is
what you are!

Julia slaps Thomas across the face. Hard. He stands there,
stunned. It’s silent in the room

Julia stares at Thomas, her eyes well with tears.

JULI A
How dare you accuse ne of such a
thing after all that 1’ve done for
you. How dare you call nme a pig. A
pi g? Who do you think you are? To
think that I would sleep with this
stranger - no offense -

LUCI AN
None t aken.

JULI A
- while you're right here? Don’t
you have nore respect for nme than
that? Don’t you have nore trust in
me? What the hell is going on? Have
you been taking your nedication?

THOVAS
Oh, stop throwing that in ny face,
will you? |I snapped one tinme and
now every time sonething goes
wong, | nust be off ny neds,
right? I’mjust a fucking psycho!
Look at the crazy man, losing his
shit! If neither of you like it,
| eave! But if | catch you two
together, | swear to God..

LUCI AN
What ?

Thomas turns his icy gaze to Lucian, who smles at him

( CONTI NUED)
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LUCI AN
What happens then, Thomas? |’ m
dying to know.

Thomas points at Luci an.

THOVAS
| " m wat chi ng you. Renenber that.

Thomas | eaves the room
EXT. BACKSI DE OF BARN - DAY

Thomas drops the slaughtered pigs into the hole he dug and
shovels dirt on top of them

He finishes up and wal ks around the side of the barn.

Julia stands before the cornfield, staring out at it as
tears stream down her face.

Thonmas sighs, throws his shovel down and nakes his way
t owar ds her.

EXT. CORNFI ELD - DAY

The cornstal ks sway gently in the breeze. Thonas stands
beside Julia and puts his hand on her shoul der. She
i medi ately shrugs it off.

JULI A
Don’t touch ne. You don’'t get to
touch nme ever again after what you
just did.

THOVAS
Julia...l -

JULI A
|’ve been trying really hard. For
you. For us. And it just doesn’'t
seemlike |I’mgetting anywhere.
Com ng out here, it was supposed to
help. 1 just think it made things
worse and | can’t do it anynore,
Thomas. | just can't.

THOVAS
It’s not me. There’s sonething
goi ng on here. Sonething...w ong.
And it all started when he showed

up.

( CONTI NUED)
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JULI A
Just stop with that. It was your
idea to let himstay in the first
pl ace and now that he has, he’s
driving you crazy.

THOVAS
You don’t find it just a little bit
odd that he showed up and our
phones stopped working, our cars
st opped working, animals started

dyi ng. ..

JULI A
Yeah. | said it was odd fromthe
start and you told nme that | was
the crazy one, renenber? You
suddenl y have an epi phany?

THOVAS
Look. I'msorry for what | said. It
was out of line, | should have
never said that to you. | don’t

know what cane over ne. It’'s like
he's...taunting us. You know?

Julia turns and | ooks at Thonms.

JULI A
I f you think he needs to go, then
send himaway. Do what you need to
do, Thomas. That’'s all we’ve ever
done i s what you needed.

THOVAS
Jules, that’s not fair.

JULI A
Neither is the situation you ve put
me in. O the way you ve nade ne
feel since we cane out here.

Julia | ooks away from Thomas and continues to stare out into
t he corn.

THOVAS
Julia, | -

JULI A
You need to | eave ne al one. Right
NOW.

Thomas sighs, nods his head, and turns to the house.
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| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - DAY

Thomas steps through the door to find Lucian standing in
front of the door under the stairs, rattling the handle.

THOVAS
What are you doi ng?

LUCI AN
It’s strange. | thought | heard a
noi se com ng from behind the door.
What’ s under here?

THOVAS
| don’t know. The door has never
been unl ocked.

LUCI AN
That's odd, isn't it?

THOVAS
My uncle used to say there were
ghosts under the stairs and we had
to keep them | ocked up.

LUCI AN
Ghosts? Interesting...|l think we
shoul d open it up and see, don’t
you?

THOVAS
No.

LUCI AN

Wiy not? Don’t want to see what’s
hi di ng down there in the dark?

THOVAS
Some things are better left buried.

LUCI AN
Li ke secrets?

Lucian smles that creepy smle at Thomas and then returns
his attention to the door.

THOVAS
Look. You really do need to | eave.

LUCI AN
Beg pardon?

Luci an | ooks away fromthe door at Thonas.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
Spoke with Julia. W’ ve agreed it’s
in our best interest if you were on
your way.

LUCI AN
"Qur" best interest, or "yours?"

THOVAS
That’ s irrelevant. You re a guest
in ny house and ny hospitality is
over.

Luci an stares Thomas down, sizing himup. The two are quiet.
Tense.

LUCI AN
Vell. If that's how you feel, 1’11
just be going, then. You ve already
been much nore gracious than
coul d have ever expected from
anyone else. I'mterribly sorry
| ve overstayed ny wel cone and if
| ve caused the two of you narital
problenms, well, there just are no
words to express ny renorse.

Luci an | ooks at the door under the stairs one last tine and
then steps past Thomas on his way to the front door. He
stops and turns.

LUCI AN
Oh. One last thing. The night of ny
accident...it’ s still pretty hazy,
but there’s sonmething | do renenber
Now.

THOVAS

VWhat’' s that?

LUCI AN
What caused ne to crash. It seens
it was a naked woman wi th dark
hair. | swerved to niss her
Strange, isn't it? This area being
so desol ate and al |.

Thomas freezes and Lucian smles one last tine.

LUCI AN
Thank you, again, Thonas.
Seriously. I'’mamforever in your

debt for what you’ ve done for ne,
and I won’t forget it.

( CONTI NUED)
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Luci an opens the front door and steps outside, closing it
behi nd him

Thomas stands there, letting Lucian’s |ast words wash over
hi m

| NT. FARVHOUSE - BATHROOM - NI GHT

Thomas stands under the hot water, washing the day away from
hi m

EXT. FARVHOUSE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Thomas wal ks into the living roomwhere Julia sits, typing
on her | aptop.

THOVAS

How s the witing com ng?
JULI A

Fi ne.
THOVAS

| have sonme good news.
JULI A

Mh?
THOVAS

| had a pickup scheduled in three
days. A |load of corn. Soneone wl|
be here wwth a vehicle. And a

phone. W won’t be stuck anynore.

Julia | ooks up from her |aptop

JULI A
Real | y?

THOVAS
Yeah. Wth everything going on, I
guess | forgot.

JULI A
That’s kind of a big thing to
forget.

THOVAS

| know. But. Good news, right?

Julia feigns a smle

( CONTI NUED)
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JULI A
Ri ght. You know, after everything
that’s gone on with Lucian and the
farmand us, | think that once we
have access to the outside world
again, I’mgoing to take sone tine
away. | want to go see ny nother
and maybe. ... -

Julia continues to talk, but Thomas’ attention is no |onger
on her. He's not paying attention to what she’s saying at
all.

| nstead, he’s | ooking out the front wi ndow and the
cornfield.

Luci an stands just outside the perineter of the cornfield.
He smiles that creepy smle and then steps back into the
corn.

THOVAS
You gotta be kidding ne.
JULI A
VWhat ? Were you listening to ne at
all?
THOVAS
He’'s still here.

Julia turns around and | ooks out the w ndow.

JULI A
VWhat ? Who?

THOVAS
Luci an. Just now. He stepped back
into the cornfield.

Julia at Thomas once nore, concern on her face.
JULI A
Thomas, why woul d he be hangi ng out
in our corn?

THOVAS
Stay here.

Thonmas | eaves the |iving room
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EXT. CORNFI ELD - NI GHT
Thomas stands before the cornfield, baseball bat in hand.

THOVAS
| know you're in there. Cone on
out. Let’s not do this, okay?

Julia steps out onto the porch.

JULI A
Thomas! What are you doi ng?

THOVAS
Just get back inside, Julia. Now.

Julia rolls her eyes with a groan and goes back insi de.

THOVAS
Luci an!

LUCI AN(Q. S.)
Conme get ne, Thonmas.

A chuckl e echos through the night.
Thonmas steps into the cornfield.

THOVAS
Where you at?

Corn rustles to the right of Thonas and he heads that way.

THOVAS
Stop playing ganes! Wiy are you
doing this?

LUCI AN(QO. S.)
Wiy are you?

Thomas continues through the corn, baseball bat at the
r eady.

THOVAS
" mnot |ooking for trouble! W
took you in! W cared for you! Just
get on out of here!

LUCI AN(Q. S.)
You invited ne.

A shadowy figure darts through the corn just ahead of Thomas
and he picks up his pace to catch the figure.

( CONTI NUED)



67

CONTI NUED: 55.

THOVAS
Yeah, well, now you’' re uninvited.
LUCI AN(O. S.)
It doesn’t work that way.
THOVAS
Way not ?
LUCI AN(C. S.)
(as if he’s right behind
Thonas)
Because your wife doesn’t want ne
to go.

Thomas turns around with a swing of the bat and hits nothing
but corn.

He pauses. Listens. Al is quiet.

THOVAS
Luci an! Luci an!

LUCI AN(Q. S.)
Be seei ng you.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - NI GHT

Thomas steps back inside the house and | ocks the door behind
him He sets the bat by the door.

Julia greets him

JULI A
Wel | ? Was he out there?
THOVAS
He’ s out there.
JULI A
Shit. What do we do?
THOVAS
There’s not hing we can do.
JULI A
Do you think he wants to hurt us?
THOVAS
| don’t know. I don’t know what’s
going on at all. Let’'s make sure

all the doors and wi ndows are
| ocked, yeah?
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| NT. FARVHOUSE - MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT

Thomas and Julia lie in bed together,
from each other and on opposite side.

JULI A
WIIl you hold ne?

THOVAS
What ?

JULI A

al beit facing away
It’'s dark. It’s quiet.

|”ve got the creeps or sonething.

Not hi ng. Never m nd.

Thomas hesitates a nonent and then rolls over to spoon with

Jul i a.
JULI A
I"mstill mad at you, just so you
know. And | still want sone tine
away.
THOVAS
| know.

Julia closes her eyes for sleep. Thomas sm | es.

TI ME LAPSE

| NT. FARVHOUSE - MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT - LATER

Thomas rolls over in bed. Julia is gone.

up at the clock
1: 13am

THOVAS
Jul es?

Thomas gets out of bed.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - NI GHT

Thomas makes his way down the stairs,
as he does - and freezes.

The front door is open.

THOVAS
VWhat the fuck. Juli al

He stirs and | ooks

flicking on the Iight

Thomas grabs the baseball bat by the front door.

( CONTI NUED)
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BANG

Sonet hi ng pounds agai nst the door under the stairs, jolting
Thomas’ attention to it.

THOVAS
Hel | 0?

Thonmas sl owly nmakes his way towards the door.

The handl e jiggles fromthe other side. Thomas wat ches, eyes
wi de.

He slowy reaches out, places his hand on the handl e -
SLAM

The front door slans, startling Thonmas. He rushes towards it
and pulls it open, stepping out onto the porch.

There’s a giggle and sonething runs up the stairs inside the
house behi nd him

THOVAS
Who' s t here?

Thomas races back into the house and charges up the stairs.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Thomas runs into the hallway fromthe stairs just intime to
see the figure dart into the guest bedroom

THOVAS
Jul i a? Luci an?

VO CE(O. S.)
Cone and find ne.

Thomas freezes. It’s an unrecogni zabl e voi ce.

THOVAS
Wio is that? What are you doing in
my house?

Thonmas slowy steps down the hall towards the sound of the
voi ce.

VO CE(O S.)
(whi sper ed)
It’s ny house.

Thomas grips the baseball bat tightly and enters the room
with all the conviction he can nuster.
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| NT. FARVHOUSE - GUEST BEDROOM - NI GHT
The roomis dark. Thonmas flips on the |ight.
Enpty.

THOVAS
Cone out!

Not hi ng.

Thomas searches the room Al the corners. Under the bed.
Inside the closet. There’s nobody there.

He sits down on the bed with a sigh.

A HAND suddenly grips himby the shoul der and he junps from
the bed and turns around, ready to swing -

JULI A
Hey! Shit!

[t's Juli a.

Thomas cries out in relieve, breathing heavily.

THOVAS
Jesus. You scared the shit out of
nme.

JULI A

What the hell are you doing in here
with that thing?

THOVAS
| heard - | thought - where were
you agai n?
JULI A
| stepped outside to get sone air.
THOVAS
You really think that’s a good idea
ri ght now?
JULI A
| think if he wants to hurt us,
he’ll find a way to hurt us no
mat t er what .
THOVAS
Yeah, well, let’s not nmake it any

easier for him okay?

( CONTI NUED)
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JULI A
What ever you say, Thomas. You're in
contr ol

Julia wal ks out of the bedroom

THOVAS

What the hell does that nmean?
JULIA(O S.)

Front door is still open!
THOVAS

Shit.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - N GHT

Thomas cl oses and | ocks the front door. He turns back and
fixes his eyes on the door under the stairs.

He stares at it for a nonent, lost in thought, before he
shuts off the light and heads back upstairs.

EXT. CORNFI ELD - DAY
Thomas wal ks through the cornfield, basket in hand.

He weaves in and out of the cornstal ks, yanking off fresh
ears of corn.

As he fills the basket, flies buzz around him He shoos them
of f and keeps picking, but they keep com ng.

THOVAS
VWhat the hell?

Thomas sets the basket on the ground and crouches down. He
pul | s open an ear of corn.

It’s rotted. He does it for a second ear. Sane thing. Again.
And again. He rips open every ear of corn only to find that
they're all rotten.

He stands and pushes deeper into the cornfield, ripping open
ears of corn every few feet. Each one, rotten

Thomas spi ns around, shouti ng.

THOVAS
What did you do?!



75

60.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Thomas enters the kitchen in a huff and sl ans the basket of
corn down on the table, right in front of Julia.

JULI A
| don’t know that |’ve ever seen
sonmeone so pissed off at corn
bef ore.

THOVAS
lt'’s rotted. Al of it. Rotted. Go
ahead, take a | ook.

Julia briefly paws through the basket of rotten corn,
di si nterested.

JULI A
Ckay. .. ?

THOVAS
Don't you see? He did it. It’s him
He’ s sonmewhere in the cornfield and
he’ s poi soni ng the whol e goddamm
crop.

Thonas paces the kitchen.

JULI A
And how i s he doing that, exactly?

THOVAS
| don’t know. Maybe he’s got sone
kind of chemi cal. Maybe it’s
sonmet hing el se. Maybe it’s sone
ki nd of magi c. You saw how he
handl ed that snake. It’'s |ike he
whi spered to it. And add on top of
that the cars and the phones and
just -

JULI A
Ckay, okay. You need to relax. Take
a breath. Sit down.

THOVAS
| don't want to sit down. | want to
go out there, find him and put a
bullet in him

JULI A
Thomas, you can’t do that.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
Wiy not? He's trespassing! | can do
what ever the hell | want with an
i ntruder on ny property.
JULI A
We don’t even know that he's stil
out there.
THOVAS
Oh, he’'s out there. | can feel it.
JULI A

Thonmas. .
Thomas stops paci ng and | ooks at Julia.

THOVAS
What ?

JULI A
| think we’ve been isol ated out
here too | ong..

THOVAS
What do you nean?

JULI A
| mean...what if everything that’'s
going on is just...well, not as bad

as we think? What if we’'re being
par anoi d? What if..

THOVAS
We're inmagining things? Look at the
corn. Are we imagining that it’s
rotted? Get close to it, take a

whiff. Tell ne that’s all in our
heads. Tell me we’'re crazy. Tell nme
| " mcrazy, Jules. Go ahead. | know
you’' re dying to.

JULI A
| didn’t say that and it’s not what
| nmeant. Jesus. |I’m so sick of
fighting with you. That’s all we

ever dol!
Julia gets up fromthe table and | eaves the kitchen.
THOVAS

Maybe if you stopped treating ne
i ke a goddamm freak!

( CONTI NUED)
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Thomas knocks the corn off the table in a burst of fury and
then sits down at the table.

THOVAS
Two nore days. Two nore days. Two
nor e days.

EXT. BARN - N GHT

Thomas steps out of the barn, a pitchfork slung over his
shoul der, and makes his way towards the house.

The wi nd bl ows and rustles the corn. Thonas turns to it.

THOVAS
Luci an? You out there?

Thomas waits a noment before he shakes his head and keeps on
t owar ds t he house.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Thomas and Julia sit at the table together, picking at their
f ood.

JULI A
" m not hungry.

THOVAS
Nei t her am | .

Thomas | eans back in his chair with a sigh.

JULI A
What happened to us?

Thomas | ooks Julia in the eyes, a sudden | ook of conpassion
on his face.

THOVAS
What do you nean?

JULI A
Renenber when we first got nmarried?
Renmenber how happy we were? We had
that crappy little apartnent on
Fl am ngo Avenue. Two bedroons, but

the one was so snall it couldn’t be
used for nmuch nore than a tiny
of fice.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
| renenber.

JULI A
And then ny car got towed that one
norni ng. You were |eaving for work
and you canme in, yelling that it
had been stolen. Turned out that I
got towed.

THOVAS
There were no "no parking" signs
where the car had been parked. |
went tearing into the office,
giving themwhatfor, saying |I was
going to take the cost of the tow
out of ny next rent paynent.

JULI A
Yeah. Didn’'t work out too well.
THOVAS
Nope. Sure didn’t. But | tried.
JULI A
| mss that little place. | mss
com ng hone fromwork at night and
you had already nade dinner. | mss

snuggl ing up on the couch with you
during Christmas tinme, falling

asl eep on your |ap under the |ight
of the tree.

THOVAS
We had not hing, then.

JULI A
But we were happy, weren’'t we?

Thomas shrugs.

THOVAS
| guess so.
JULI A
And then you got that pronotion.
THOVAS
Yeah. ..
JULI A

And we noved to the city.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
You were pretty happy about that,
if | recall.
JULI A
It’s every girl’s dreamto live in
the city.
THOVAS

s that so?

JULI A
And then | stopped working at
Hooters to pursue nmy witing ful
tinme. And we were supposed to live
happily ever after, you know?

Julia’s eyes well up with tears.

JULI A
But it’s |like, the nore noney we
made, the nore di stant we becane.
And we filled that hole in our
hearts with junk. Just conplete
shit. Al the stuff we had, it
didn’t nmake us feel conplete. Just
nore di sconnected. And | just, |
wi sh we still had that. I w sh we
weren’'t bitter or angry. | wsh we
coul d go back to being poor in that
little apartnent. | wish we didn't
fight all the tine.

THOVAS
That’ s why | thought com ng out
here woul d be good for us. It was
going to be like hitting the reset
button. But you just - you hated
it. Like, right away. You didn’t
even give it a chance. You can say
you don’t need all that nmateria
shit and to live in the city but
you do. You ve been m serable
without it, and you're pinning it
on me and that’'s been really
unfair.

Julia | ooks down at the floor as Thomas tal ks. When she

| ooks up,

tears stream down her face.

JULI A
| didn’t nmean to be that way. |
guess | just didn't realize what

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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JULI A (cont’d)
happened to us until now. | want to
go back. I want to be what we used
to be, you know? I mss us. | mss
you. | mss the person | used to
be, before |I turned into a rich
snob.

Thomas reaches across the table and gently touches Julia's
hand.

THOVAS

This is just a rough patch in our
lives. We’re going to nmake it
through this. For better or worse,
remenber? | haven’t given up on
you. Don’t you give up on ne,
ei t her.

The two lean in close for a kiss -

KNOCK KNOCK

So cl ose.

The two snap their attention to the front door.

JULI A
Expecti ng conpany?

THOVAS
No.

Thomas slowy gets up fromthe table.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - NI GHT

Thomas quietly inches his way towards the door, careful not
to make any noi se.

He picks up the baseball bat, raises it high, and yanks open
the front door.

There’ s nobody out si de.

Thomas | ooks down at the floor. A package. Right in front of
the door. A neat little bowrests on the top of it.



79

| NT. FARVHOUSE - KI TCHEN - N GHT

66.

Thomas returns to the kitchen with the package in hand.

JULI A
VWhat's that?

THOVAS

| don’t know. But |’m sure |’ m not

going to like it.

Thomas and Julia exam ne the package.

under the bow.

Thomas opens the card. Al it says is,

There's a card tucked

"Thank You."

Thomas undoes the bow and | ooks to Julia uncertain. She

nods.

THOVAS

Maybe you better stand back,

in case.

Thomas sniffs and crinkles his nose.

THOVAS
Do you snell that?

JULI A
| do. What is that?

Thomas opens up the box.

j ust

Inside is a severed, partially rotted pig’ s head, nost

i kely dug up from behind the barn.
Thomas recoils, gagging.

THOVAS
Jesus!

JULI A
VWhat is -

Julia takes a step towards the box.

THOVAS
Don't! Don't look at it.

Thomas qui ckly puts the top back on the box.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
Mot her f ucker! That not herfucker is
still out there!

| NT. FARVHOUSE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Thomas stonps into the living roomand grabs the
doubl e-barrel off the wall

Julia fol |l ows.

JULI A
What are you doi ng?

THOVAS
|” m done playing games with this
guy. One thing he doesn’t know
about ne, | always w n.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - KITCHEN - N GHT
Thomas re-enters the kitchen, shotgun in hand, and pulls

open one of the drawers. There's shotgun shells inside. He
grabs a handful and puts themin his shirt pocket.

JULI A
| don’t think this is such a good
i dea.

THOVAS
At this point, | don’t care
anynor e.

JULI A
You can’t just shoot soneone,
Thomas. | nean, he hasn't tried to
hurt us.

THOVAS
Yet. I'"mnot going to give himthe
chance.

Thonmas grabs the box fromthe table.
EXT. FARMHOUSE - NI GHT

Thomas steps out onto the porch, a battery operated |antern
hangi ng from his hip.

THOVAS
Lock the door behind ne. You don’'t
open it until you hear three knocks
and nmy voice. Cot it?

( CONTI NUED)
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Thonmas,

Do you got

JULI A
wai t .

THOVAS
it?

JULI A

| got it.

Good.

THOVAS

68.

Thomas steps off the porch. Julia watches himwal k towards

the barn before she closes the door.

EXT. BACKSI DE OF BARN -

NI GHT

Thomas makes his way to where he buried the pigs.

has been dug up.

Thomas drops the box into the open hole.

SNAP!

The hol e

Sonet hi ng breaks behi nd Thomas and he turns around with a

start,

Luci an!

anynor e!

shot gun rai sed.

THOVAS
Cone out!
I will

| " m not

Sonet hi ng noves in the corn.

BLAM BLAM

Thomas fires both barrels,
him Wthout hesitation,

Carefully,
t hrough the corn,
not hi ng.

THOVAS

pl ayi ng

bl ow you away!

Where are you? Stop hiding. You

afraid of ne,
can be dangerous,

t o0?

now t hat you know I

Thomas is greeted only by the sound of silence.

MOOOO000.

From i nsi de t he barn,

the cows stir

unconfortably.

destroying the corn in front of
he rel oads.

Thonmas steps towards where he bl asted and paws
searching for any sign of contact.

There’' s

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
Got cha.
| NT. BARN - NI GHT
The barn is dark, the only light cones fromthe illum nation
of Thomas’ | antern.
THOVAS

| know you’'re in here.

LUCI AN(O. S.)
Way are you so concerned about
what’ s goi ng on out here, when you
shoul d be worried about what’s
going on in there?

Thomas | ooks around, listening, trying to determ ne the
exact | ocation of the voice.

THOVAS
You want to talk, why don't you
cone out of the shadows and we can
talk face to face, |ike nen.

LUCI AN(O. S.)
Oh, | think not.

THOVAS
Why’' s that? Scared? You want to
| eave severed heads on ny doorstep,
poi son ny crops, fuck with our
vehi cl es, stranding us out here,
but you can’t face ne? Coward.

LUCI AN(CO. S.)
The shadows are ny hone, Thonas.
You know t his.

THOVAS
| know you’re sick. That’'s what |
know.

LUCI AN(O. S.)

" msick? Ch, Thomms. Tsk. Tsk.
What’ s behind the door under the
stairs, Thomas? What’'s down there?
What is it that wakes you up at
night in a cold sweat, |eaving you
gasping for air but you don't know
why? What’'s down there waiting...in
t he dark?

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
That has nothing to do with this.

LUCI AN(O. S.)
It has everything to do with this,
Thomas. You know why? Because |
know what’ s down there, lurking in
the dark. | know what’'s waiting to
be unl eashed. And guess what ?

THOVAS
What ?

Luci an suddenly appears right behind Thomas to whisper in
his ear.

LUCI AN
|’mgoing to release it.

Thomas whi ps around with a yelp and fires the shotgun
bl asting a hole in the side of the barn and knocki ng hi nsel f
on his ass.

Luci an chuckl es somewhere in the dark.

LUCI AN(O. S.)
(whi sper ed)
It’s coming to get you, Thonas.
It’s going to kill you. Do you
really think you re safe in that
house?

Thonmas gets up off the ground and frantically | ooks around,
t he shotgun at the ready.

THOVAS
What do you nean? What does that
mean?! Luci an? Luci an!

Luci an suddenly expl odes out of the darkness and rushes
Thonas.

BLAM

Thomas fires, blasting a hole into Lucian’s chest and
sending himflying back into the dark.
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EXT. FARVHOUSE - NI GHT
Thomas runs up the stairs to the house -
the front door is open.

Julia stands in front of the door under the stairs, trying
to unlock it with nultiple keys.

THOVAS
What are you doi ng?

Thomas steps inside, slanmmng the door behind him
| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - N GHT

Julia tries another key. Then another. Then anot her. None of
t hem wor ki ng

THOVAS
| said what are you doi ng!

JULI A
There’ s sonet hing behind this door,
Thonas.

THOVAS

What are you tal king about? There’s
not hi ng down t here.

JULI A
There is. | heard it call out to
nme. As sure as the sun rises, it
talked to ne. It’s down there.

Julia frantically continues to try to open the door, Thomas
sets down the shotgun and grabs Julia, pulling her away from
t he door.

JULI A
What are you doing! No! Let ne go!
Put ne down!

THOVAS
Julia, stop it! There’s nothing
down there! W don’'t even have a
key for that door. W never have.

JULI A
Wll it’'s | ocked sonehow There's
got to be a way to open it. Just

let me -

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
Jul i al

Julia stops panicking and | ooks at Thonas.

THOVAS
Stop. Rel ax. Take a breath.

JULI A
What happened out there? | heard
shooting. Did you get hin? Is he
dead?

Thomas shakes his head grinmy.

THOVAS
| didn’t get him Bastard woul dn’t
come out of hiding to face ne.
Think | scared himpretty good.

JULI A
Is it over, then?

THOVAS
| think now that he knows |’ m not
fucki ng around, he’'s going to be on
hi s way.

Julia hugs himtightly.

JULI A
| swear | heard voi ces behind the
door. | swear they talked to ne.

" mnot |ying.

THOVAS
Shhh. 1t’s okay. Everything is
goi ng to be okay.

JULI A
Did you talk to hin? Did he say
anyt hi ng?

Thomas continues to hold Julia, but he stares at the door
under the stairs.

THOVAS
No. He didn’t say anything.
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| NT. FARVHOUSE - MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT
1: 13am

Thonmas sl eeps al one in bed.

Cr eeeeeaaaakkk.

The door to the bedroom slowy swi ngs open. A shadowy figure
stands in the doorway. Waiting. Watching.

Thomas rolls over to face the door and opens his eyes for a
nmonment, spotting the figure.

THOVAS
Oh, fuck! Shit!

Thomas rolls away fromthe door and junps out of bed,
turning on the | anp.

The figure in the doorway is gone.

THOVAS
Jul es. Jul es!

Thomas stands there a nonent, trenbling. Trying to get his
beari ngs.

THOVAS
Fuck.

Thomas sl owly nakes his way around the bed and grabs the
shotgun fromunder his side. He pops it open to check that
it’s |l oaded before stepping out into the hall.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Thomas | ooks down both sides of the hallway to see where the
shadowy figure went.

THOVAS
Luci an? Are you in here?

KNOCK. KNOCK. KNOCK

Thomas turns his attention to the sound. It’s comng from
downst ai r s.

The lights in the hall suddenly go out.

THOVAS
Shit.

Thomas flips the switch repeatedly. No power.
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Shot gun rai sed, Thomas nmekes his way downstairs.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - NI GHT
KNOCK. KNOCK. KNOCK

Thomas reaches the base of the stairs and tries the |ight
sw tch there. Nadda

He creeps up to the front door -

KNOCK. KNOCK

He freezes. The sound isn’t comng fromthe front door.
He turns.

Julia stands in front of the door under the stairs, staring
at it. Lost init.

THOVAS
Jul i a?

JULI A

Can’t you hear hinf? He's whispering
to me. He wants ne to |l et himout.

THOVAS
VWho?

Julia looks to Thomas with a quick snap of her head,
startling him

JULI A
You know who.

Thomas | owers the shotgun and carefully steps towards Juli a.

THOVAS
Let’s just get you back to bed, al
right?

JULI A
| don’t belong here. |’ m not

supposed to be here.

THOVAS
Shh. Shh. 1t’s okay.

Thomas takes Julia by the hand.
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| NT. FARVHOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Thonmas softly cl oses the bedroom door and heads back for the
stairs.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Thomas fl ops down onto the couch and rests the shotgun on
his | ap.

He rubs his face and eyes furiously with a heavy sigh. Then
he | eans back and cl oses his eyes.

Luci an stands suddenly behind himin the wi ndow, a gaping
hole in his chest, watching. Smling. He wal ks past the

wi ndow j ust as Thomas opens his eyes and | ooks behind him
Thomas gets up fromthe couch and nmakes his way around the
first floor of the house, checking roons, closets, and
peaki ng outsi de every w ndow he wal ks by.

SMASH! Sonet hi ng breaks in the kitchen.

Thomas races to it.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Thomas junps into the kitchen, his shotgun at the ready.
There’ s nobody inside. No sign of forced entry.

On the floor in front of the fridge is a pile of smashed
glass - the remmants of a cookie jar.

Thormas breathes a sigh of relief and sets down the shotgun.
He stoops down to pick up some of the shards when sonething
catches his eye.

A key.

Thomas takes the key into his hand and exam nes.

The door handl e on the door under the stairs violently
starts rattling.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - NI GHT
Thomas approaches the door under the stairs, key in hand.

The door handle rattles harder and harder. Thomas reaches
out - it stops.

He | ooks fromthe key to the handl e back to the key again.
He closes the key tightly in his hand with a squeeze and
| ooks at the front door.
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76.

I NT. BARN - NI GHT

Thomas enters the barn, |lantern in hand and heads over to
the spot where he shot Luci an.

There’s no body, just bl ood.

THOVAS
Luci an?

Thomas shakes his head and turns away.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - N GHT

Thomas cl oses and | ocks the door. He turns, takes one fina
| ook at the door under the stairs, and heads up to bed.

As he ascends the stairs, the door handle rattles one nore
time.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - MASTER BEDROOM - DAY

The sun floods the roomwi th md-afternoon light. Thomas is
fast asleep in bed.

Somewher e inside the house, a phone rings dully.
Thomas stirs, half asl eep.

THOVAS
Can you get that?

Ring. Ring. Ring.
Thomas opens one of his eyes.

THOVAS
VWhat - oh shit!

Thomas junps out of bed, fully alert and dashes out of the
room

| NT. FARVHOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY
The phone on the kitchen wall rings again and agai n.

Thonmas dashes into the kitchen, damn near slanming into the
phone with all of his body weight. He grabs the receiver.

THOVAS
Hel |l 0? Hel |l 0?

He's net with static.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
Hel | 0? Can you hear ne?

More static. A faint woman’s voi ce can barely be nmade out
over the noise.

THOVAS
Look, if you can hear ne, please,
send help. We're trapped out here
and everything is wong. Very
wong. There’'s a man and he’s just

CLICK. The line goes dead.

THOVAS
Hel | 0? Hel |l o! Goddamm it!

Thomas sl ans the receiver down and then picks it up again.
The line is conpletely dead.

THOVAS
Fuck.

Thomas rips the phone out of the wall in frustration.
Julia appears in the doorway.

JULI A
That’s not a healthy way to dea
W th your anger.

THOVAS
Didn’'t you hear the phone ringing?

JULI A
No. When was this?

THOVAS
Just now. Not even a m nute ago.

JULI A
| didn’t hear anything at all until
you cane down here scream ng.

THOVAS
Where were you?

JULI A

In the living room | thought you
were going to sleep all day.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
VWhat tine is it?

JULI A
Nearly three.

Thomas rubs his eyes.

THOVAS
And you really didn't hear the
phone ringi ng?

JULI A
Are you feeling all right?

THOVAS
Do | ook like it?

Thomas stornms past Julia. She foll ows.

JULI A
Don't fall apart on nme now. W just
need to make it for one nore day,
right? One nore day and that buyer
cones and we can get the hell out
of here and back to civilization
and this can all just be -

Thomas turns on her suddenly.

THOVAS
Just be what ?

JULI A
- a bad dream

THOVAS
It’s not a bad dream Julia. It’s
reality. Really shitty fucking
reality.
Thomas wal ks away.

JULI A
|’ mnot so certain anynore.

EXT. FARVHOUSE - DAY

Thonmas sits on the porch and stares out over the vast farm
Mles and mles of nothing, as far as the eye can see.

Julia steps outside and sits down beside him

( CONTI NUED)
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JULI A
Do you think it was a bad idea to
come out here?

THOVAS
What do you think?

Julia laughs quietly to herself.

THOVAS
What’ s so funny?

JULI A
Nothing. I'"mjust glad I'’mnot the
only one. | don’t have to feel Ilike

such a bitch anynore.

Julia continues to | augh and soon, Thonas joins her. She
snuggl es up on him

THOVAS
It’s pretty out here, though. Isn’t
it? Peacef ul

JULI A
| wouldn’t say peaceful in |ight of
recent events, but you' re right
about it being pretty.

THOVAS
Maybe one day when we’'re old and
falling apart, we’'ll | ook back on

this and laugh. It wll have made
us stronger.

JULI A
You t hi nk?

THOVAS
| hope so.

The two sit out there for hours and watch as the sun goes
down together before going back inside.

I NT. KITCHEN - NI GHT

Thomas and Julia sit at the table together. One final nea
at the farm Meatloaf and mashed potatoes with a gl ass of
red w ne.

JULI A
You know, once upon a tine when
was a little girl, this was exactly
the kind of life that | wanted.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
What do you nean?

JULI A
| was going to marry nyself a
cowboy and we were going to raise
us sone kids on the farm

THOVAS
Ki ds?

Julia looks up fromtheir neal, tenderly.

JULI A
| nean, it was before I woke up and
realized what a nightmare all that
woul d be.

THOVAS
Yeah. Right. O course.

Thonmas nesses around with the food on his place but doesn’t
speak.

JULI A
You want kids, don’t you?

Thomas shrugs.

JULI A
W had that talk |ong before we got
married. We both agreed -

THOVAS
| know, | was there. It’s just...lI
don’t know, | guess things change
as you start to get ol der.

JULI A
Can you i magi ne how nmuch worse al
this would have been if we had a
child with us?

THOVAS
You’ re not w ong.

Julia takes up her wi ne gl ass.
JULI A

To our |ast dinner on the farm -
and the end of our nightmare.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
To our |ast dinner.

Thomas raises his glass and clinks his against hers.

The lights suddenly all go out.

THOVAS
Shit.
JULI A
What’ s goi ng on?
THOVAS
Probably just a blown fuse. Wit

her e.
Thomas gets up fromthe table.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - N GHT

Thonmas nmekes his way down the hallway to the stairs and
freezes.

Luci an stands outside the front window, staring in at him
that creepy smle on his face and a large hole in his chest.

THOVAS
Oh, fuck.

JULIA(QC. S.)
VWhat ?

THOVAS
He' s here.

Thomas runs towards the w ndow and pulls down the shade
bef ore he races upstairs.

He returns a nonent |ater, shotgun in hand.

Julia joins him

THOVAS
This is inpossible.

JULI A
Why ?

THOVAS

Because | shot him
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JULI A
You shot hin®
THOVAS
| fucking shot him
JULI A
When?
THOVAS

That night in the barn, after you
had your little episode.

JULI A
When were you planning on telling
me this?

THOVAS

| was hoping to skip it.
KNOCK. KNOCK. KNOCK. At the front door.

LUCI AN(Q. S.)
Hello in there! Anybody home?

Thomas noves Julia behind himand points the shotgun at the
door.

THOVAS
Stay behind ne. If he cones in, |I'm
going to put both barrels into his
nmout h.

LUCI AN(O. S.)
Little pigs, little pigs, let ne
cone in!

THOVAS

Go away, Lucian!

LUCI AN(CO. S.)
Come on, Thomas. You know it’s way
too late for all that. You brought
this upon yourself.

THOVAS
The hell 1 did!

LUCI AN(O S.)
Didn’t your nother ever tell you
not to talk to strangers?

BAM BAM BAM
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Somret hi ng repeatedly sl ans agai nst the door under the stairs
and its handle rattles violently as sonmething tries
desperately to break through.

LUCI AN(O. S.)
Al'l your power is out, buddy. |’ve
made sure of that. It’s just us and
t he darkness Unl ess you want to go
turn it back on...under the stairs.

Thonmas gl ances back at the door.

LUCI AN(QO. S.)
But you' re afraid of what’s under
there, aren’t you? Afraid of what
W Il be unleashed if that door
opens. ..

THOVAS
Shut the fuck up!

JULI A
What’ s he tal ki ng about, Thomas?

THOVAS
Not hing. He's just crazy. You're a
psychopat h!

LUCI AN(QO. S.)
Tsk. Tsk. Wbrds hurt, Thomas. 1’1
ask you one nore tinme. Invite. M.
I n.

THOVAS
Go to hell!

LUCI AN(C. S.)
Oh, but | have.

SMASH SIVASH!  SMASH
Thomas and Julia turn around with a junp.

Al'l the cabinets inside the kitchen have flung open and the
di shes are bei ng whi pped around by an unseen force.

THOVAS
Come on!

Thomas takes Julia by the hand and | eads her upstairs.

CRASH

( CONTI NUED)
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The front door expl odes open and Lucian, wearing a rotted
pig’'s head over his own, casually steps inside the house.

LUCI AN
Ohhhhh Thoooonasssss.

Luci an wal ks towards the stairs.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT
Thomas and Julia barricade thensel ves inside the bedroom

Thomas struggles to push the dresser in front of the door
and once in place, he and Julia back up towards the w ndow.

JULI A
Wiy is he doing this? Wiat is wong
wi th hinf

THOVAS

| don’t know. He's not human.

Wi spers vi brate through the room grow ng | ouder and
| ouder.

LUCI AN(O. S.)

Thonmas! Can you hear then®? They're

calling out to you!
| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - NI GHT
Back downstairs, the door under the stairs continues to
shudder as sonething throws itself against it, the handle
shakes violently.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Lucian slowy wal ks down the hall towards the master, his
arms outstretched in nock-crucifixion.

The doors along the hallway all open and sl am repeatedly,
t he exception being the naster.

Luci an stops outside the naster and | eans in close.

LUCI AN
11 huff. And Il puff.

BLAM

A hole is blown out of the door, barely m ssing Lucian’s
head.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS(O. S.)
Puff on that, notherfucker.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT

| nsi de the master bedroom the whispers have welled up into
a shriek and Thomas drops the shotgun to cover his ears.

THOVAS
St op!

And it does. Everything stops. The doors stop slamm ng. The
whi spers cease. The door under the stairs is still. It’s
silent. Deadly silent.

Thomas and Julia | ook to each ot her.

JULI A
What happened?

THOVAS
| don’t know.

JULI A
| s he gone?

THOVAS
| don’t think so.

Thomas pi cks the shotgun back up

Julia slowy steps towards the door. Softly. Silently. She
puts her ear up against it to listen.

THOVAS
(whi sper ed)
Cet away fromthere.

JULI A
(whi sper ed)
| don’'t think he's out there
anynore.

Luci an suddenly shoves his head through the hole in the
door.

LUCI AN
Boo.

Qui ck as lightning, Lucian grabs Julia and yanks her through
t he door before Thomas has any tinme to react.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS

Jul i a!
Thonmas junps over to the door and with sone effort, scoots
t he dresser out of the way before noving out into the
hal | way.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - NI GHT
Thomas t hunders down the stairs, shotgun at the ready.

THOVAS
Luci an! Juli a!

He gets nothing in return. There are no cries of help from
Julia. No sounds of struggle. The house seens enpty.

THOVAS
| f you hurt her, | swear |I'II -
LUCI AN(O. S.)

You' Il | what ?

Thomas turns around at the sound of the voice with a jolt,
shot gun rai sed.

There’ s not hi ng behind him

THOVAS
Where are you?

LUCI AN(C. S.)
Where |’ve been this entire tine,
Thomas. Where we’'ve all been. The
answer is right in front of you.
Just reach into your pocket and
unl ock all the buried secrets...

Thomas slowy reaches into his pocket and pulls out a key.
The key to the door under the stairs.

Thomas steps to the door under the stairs, places the key
into the |ock -

A siren blares from outside the house and bl ue and red
flashing lights flood the entry.

Thomas jerks to the sound and |ights.
A police-issue SUWV has pulled right up to the front porch.
The SHERI FF steps out of the SUV, his revolver drawn. A

DEPUTY gets out of the passenger side, riot shotgun at the
r eady.
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SHERI FF
Thomas Henni ker, put the weapon on
t he ground, right now.

Thomas does as he is told.

THOVAS
Sheriff, please. You ve got to help
me. He’s got ny wife. | don’t know

where he went. He’s not hunan. |
don’t know what he is.

The Sheriff and Deputy make their way inside the house and
keep their weapons trained on Thonas.

SHERI FF
W0’ s got your wife?

THOVAS
Some stranger. Said his nane was
Luci an. He canme knocki ng on our
door one night. He was injured so
we let himin and -

SHERI FF
Uh huh. When, uh, when was the | ast
time you saw your wife, M.
Henni ker ?

THOVAS
Not five m nutes ago. Sheriff,
pl ease. He just took her. W need
to find her before it’'s too | ate!

The Sheriff notices the key sticking out of the door under
the stairs.

SHERI FF
What's behind that | ocked door, M.
Henni ker ?

THOVAS
- | don’t know. It’'s -

SHERI FF
Step away fromthe door, please.

THOVAS
Sheriff -

DEPUTY
Step away fromthe danm door
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SHERI FF
Everybody stay calm now.

Thomas does as he is instructed.
The Deputy grabs Thonmas and cuffs his hands behind his back.

THOVAS
VWhat the hell are you guys doi ng?
He’'s going to hurt her! Wiy aren’t
you listening to ne!?

SHERI FF
Just stay calm M. Henniker. Wre
just going to take a | ook down
her e.

The sheriff unlocks the door and pulls it open. He recoils
with a gag. They all do.

DEPUTY

Good Christ. What’'s the snell?
SHERI FF

You just keep hold of M. Henniker,

t here.
The sheriff turns toward Thonms.

SHERI FF
There anything you want to tell us
before we go on down there?

THOVAS
No. | just found the key for the
door yesterday. It probably hasn’t
been opened in years. My uncle said
to always keep it |ocked tight.

SHERI FF
Your uncle, huh? And where is your
uncle, M. Henni ker?

THOVAS
| don’t understand what’s goi ng on
right now.

SHERI FF
That’ s what we’re going to find
out. Cone on.
The Sheriff steps into the doorway under the stairs and
feels around for a light. He clicks it on.

( CONTI NUED)
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Stairs. Leading down into a basenent.
The trio descend.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - BASEMENT - NI GHT
Thomas, the Sheriff, and the Deputy clinb down the stairs
and find thenselves standing in a dingy basement with a dirt
floor lined with old wood shel ves.
The ground in the basenent has been recently disturbed.
Sheriff turns to Thonas.
SHERI FF

What are we going to find down

her e?
Thomas | ooks at the floor of the basenent in shock.

THOVAS
| - I don't know.

The Sheriff |ooks to his Deputy.

SHERI FF
See if you can find a shovel
somewhere. |’ watch him
DEPUTY

Yes, sir.
The Deputy runs back upstairs.

THOVAS
|’ ve never been down here in ny
entire life, sheriff.

SHERI FF
| want you to tell me alittle
story, M. HenniKker.

THOVAS
What ?

SHERI FF
What happened on the night of the
19t h? That was the last tinme anyone
saw you at your job. That was the
[ ast tinme your therapist saw
you...and that was the last tine
anyone saw your w fe, Julia.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOVAS
My doctor decided it would be a
good idea if | took sone tinme away
fromthe city and the job and cone
out here and start again. Julia
came with me, | don’t see why -

SHERI FF
It’s funny. Spoke to your
t herapi st. Says you had yourself an
epi sode and left in a fury. There
were signs of a struggle at your
apartnent. And where is your uncle,
agai n?

THOVAS
He passed away sone tinme ago.
Shoul dn’t you know t hi s?

SHERI FF
St range.

The Deputy returns to the basenment with a shovel.

SHERI FF
Start digging. There.

The Sheriff points to the patches of recently disturbed
earth.

SHERI FF
Let’s see what we can’t find, hnf

The Deputy digs. It doesn’'t take |ong.

DEPUTY
Found sonet hi ng.

The Deputy slowy pulls sonething up out of the dirt.
An arm A left arm Wth a wedding ring on the ring finger.
The Deputy junps back

DEPUTY
Aw, fuck!

Thomas stands there, his eyes wide with shock. The Sheriff
junps on his radio, calling for backup, but Thomas doesn’t
hear any of it. He’'s too |ost.

START FLASHBACK
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| NT. THERAPI ST OFFI CE - DAY - FLASHBACK
Thomas sits across from his THERAPI ST.
THERAPI ST

Have you been taking the
nmedi cati on?

THOVAS
No. It doesn’t help and it nmakes ne
feel enpty.

THERAPI ST

You just need to give it time to
bal ance out.

THOVAS
| " mnot fucking crazy! |’ msick of
everyone treating nme like I'm
insane! I’'mno different from
anyone el se! | had one epi sode,
okay?! One! | haven’'t heard the
voi ces i n weeks!

THERAPI ST

That' s because of the nedication -
THOVAS

Ah, fuck you! What the hell do you

know?!

Thormas wi pes everything off of the therapist’s desk and runs
out of the office.

| NT. APARTMENT - DAY - FLASHBACK
Julia and Lucian are having sex on the couch.
Thomas enters to find them He screans in fury.

Julia and Lucian junp up off the couch and scranble to get
their cl othes on.

Thomas runs out of the room

JULI A
Thomas! Wi t!

Thonmas returns a nonment later, fire extinguisher in his
hands.

( CONTI NUED)
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JULI A
Thomas!

He swi ngs.
EXT. FARVHOUSE - N GHT - FLASHBACK

Thomas pulls up to the farmin the car that we THOUGHT was
Juia’s. Atruck is already parked there.

Hi s UNCLE steps out onto the porch to greet him

UNCLE
What are you doi ng here?

THOVAS
| just needed to get away.

UNCLE
Got any luggage | can help with?

THOVAS
No! Just stay away fromthe car

| NT. FARVHOUSE - BATHROOM - NI GHT - FLASHBACK

Thomas stares at hinmself in the mirror and takes a bottl e of
pills out of his pocket.

He turns on the water of the sink and dunps the pills down.
EXT. FARVHOUSE - NI GHT - FLASHBACK

The Uncl e opens the back of Thomas’ vehicle and finds the
bodi es of Julia and Lucian back there.

THOMAS(O. S.)
| told you to stay away!

The Uncle turns just as Thomas swi ngs a shovel at his head.
| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - N GHT - FLASHBACK

Thonmas steps out of the door under the stairs covered in
dirt. He closes the door and locks it.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - KITCHEN - N GHT - FLASHBACK

Thonmas drops the key into the cookie jar. He glances at the
cl ock.

1: 13am
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EXT. PI G PEN - DAY - FLASHBACK

Thomas enters the pig pen, axe in hand, and brings it down
repeatedly as the pigs squeal in agony.

EXT. CORNFI ELD - N GHT - FLASHBACK

Thomas wal ks through the cornfield, an industrial sprayer on
hi s back, and hoses down the crop with chem cals.

JULIA(O S.)
It Il all just be a bad dream..

END FLASHBACK
| NT. FARVHOUSE - BASEMENT - NI GHT
Thomas drops to his knees. He sobs.

THOVAS
No. No. No. No. Please, no. It’'s
not true. None of it is true.
Pl ease, God. No. They were here.
They were right here. W had
dinners and fights and
conversations and it was all real.
It happened! It really happened!

The Deputy tries to pick Thomas up off the ground.

DEPUTY
Cone on, M. Henni ker. You need to
cone with us, now.

THOVAS
No! It was real! It was all real
| mnot crazy! You're not really
here! This isn't really happening!
No! Julial!l!l

EXT. FARVHOUSE - NI GHT
The Deputy puts Thomas into the back of the SUV.

Thomas stares blankly out the wi ndow, his face streaked with
tears, | ooking catatonic.

THOVAS
(whi sper ed)
This isn't real. This isn't real
This isn't real. This isn't real
Pl ease, stop. Just stop. Stop it.
Stop it. Stop. Stop

( CONTI NUED)
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Thomas bangs his head repeatedly agai nst the w ndow.
BLACKNESS.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

An amazi ng | ooki ng southern neal is spread out on the table.
Fried chicken. Biscuits. Corn. Mashed potatoes. G avy. Geen
beans. Pie.

Thonmas, Julia, Lucian, and the Uncle all sit around the
tabl e, tal king and | aughing and having a good tine.

| NT. FARVHOUSE - ENTRY - DAY
The door under the stairs sits still. C osed.

FADE QOUT.



