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I NT. CAR - NI GHT

M CHAEL, a young married nman at 25, is driving his car back
fromwork. Rain beats off the w ndscreen and the w pers
attack it. Mchael is a groundsman for the council. The
street lights pave the way for him It’'s been a | ong day and
he can’t wait to see his wife. He's clearly tired and isn’t
listening to the radio.

He stops at traffic lights and the red lights his face up.
He continues to stare ahead of himuntil the green |ight
fills the car up

FADE TO WHI TE

I NT. DI NI NG ROOM - LATER

JESSI CA, 25 and wife of Mchael is getting the table ready
for dinner.

We hear the front door open and then cl ose. Heavy footsteps
approach the room M chael stands in the doorway and lets
out a sigh of relief that the day is over.

JESSI CA
Get caught?

M CHAEL
Only for a few nonments then we ran
for cover at a nearby bus stop when
it got too heavy.

JESSI CA
Vell | heard on the weather that
t omorrow shoul d bri ghten up.

M chael kicks his boots off and puts his coat on the back of
a chair. He kisses Jessica on the cheek and sits down. She
exits the roomto grab the plates.

M CHAEL
| hope so, we barely got anywhere
t oday.
Jessica walks in with dinner and sets it down on the table

JESSI CA
Salt?

M CHAEL
Pl ease.

She goes out to get sonme and cones back with it.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

They sit down and begin eating.

JESSI CA
Ch, the plunber called today and
said he’'ll conme by Monday to fix
t he sink.

M CHAEL
Wiy what’s up with it?

JESSI CA
Do you not renenber? | thought I
mentioned it Thursday.

M chael can’t think of anything to say so instead he just
nods at her.

They both carry on eating as we slowy pull away and the
screen gets reduced to a small square. The sound gets
fainter. It fades into a tel evision screen.

FADE TO A TELEVI SI ON

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - MJCH LATER

There’s a filmplaying on the television and we pull out to
see M chael and Jessica now | aying with each other on the
sofa watching the film

They don’t | ook |ike they re paying much attention to the
filmand are visibly tired.

JESSI CA
| m going up. You can stay and
wat ch the rest.

M CHAEL
No I"Il come too. | wasn't really
paying attention to it.

They get up and Jessica goes to pull the curtains shut but
noti ces sonet hi ng out si de.

JESSI CA
My God, what happened to the car?

M CHAEL
Ohit’s conpletely ny fault. |
didn't see the...other driver
pul ling...out and he clipped ne. He
was fine with there wasn’'t any
hassl e.

( CONTI NUED)
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JESSI CA
You're not a very good liar M chael
but I |ove you anyway.

She fluffs the cushions up.

JESSI CA (CONT' D)
Just in future please be nore
careful.

She puts her hand on his face and | eaves the room

| NT. BEDROOM - LATER

Jessica is rubbing hand noi sturizer on herself and then
brushes her hair in the mrror. Mchael wal ks past her and
gets into bed. She finishes up then joins him

He lifts his armup and she rests her head on his chest.

M chael turns the light out next to himand they both go to
sl eep.

LATER

Jessica turns over and raises her head. M chael’s gone. She
feels around for himand then sits up to see him standi ng
next to the wi ndow facing outside. It’'s bright outside. She
calls out to himbut he doesn't do anything. Her dialogue is
i naudi bl e. She calls himagain and he slowy turns to the
door and wal ks out.

Jessica gets out of bed slowy and follows himto the

bat hroom M chael |eans over the bath and pukes out a | ot of
bl ack fluid. The white bath has turned a deep bl ack col our.
Jessica tries to stop him There's a noise of static that
conmes into the room and Jessica covers her ears.

She wakes up to see that it’s still night and that M chae

is laying next to her. She then cal ns and hopes she didn’t

di sturb him She turns over and goes back to sleep. W then
see Mchael is staring outside the window fromthe bed. He's
dead.

CUT TO



| NT. BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Jessica is alone in bed. She wakes up and calls out to
M chael . Not hing. She then gets up and wal ks to the |anding
to see his florescent jacket is still hangi ng up.

She calls out to himagain. Alittle worried now.

M CHAEL
| * m out si de.

Rel i ef passes through her body and she comes downstairs in
her dressing gown.

| NT. DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

M chael is sitting with his butt on the inside and his |egs
outside and the patio doors. He's snmoking a cigarette and
has a cup of coffee next to him

He doesn’t turn around but he knows she’s there.

M CHAEL
| got up early. | had a bad night.

JESSI CA
It must’ ve been sonething in the
di nner. What did you dreanf

M chael tries to think of sonething to say

M CHAEL
It wasn’t anything that | dreant
of , I just kept waking up. The
ni ght went by really quick.

JESSI CA
Oh. | thought you had a nightmare
like me. It was surreal. You kept
vom ting black slinme and you
weren't listening to ne then | woke
up. After that it was nothing.

M chael turned to her.
M CHAEL
After dreans |ike that you need
your head exam ned.

Jessica playfully slaps his shoul der and wal ks towards the
kit chen.

( CONTI NUED)
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JESSI CA
Goof . Do you want sone breakfast?

M CHAEL
| can’t hon. Richard is comng to
pick me up any m nute.

JESSI CA
That’ s okay. Do you know what tine
you' Il be back? It’s cause |I'm

neeting with Kimlater and we're
goi ng shoppi ng.

M CHAEL
| don’t. 1'lIl take a key anyway.
Love you bye.

She wat ches himwal k dowmn to the front door, stop, then cone
back for his florescent jacket. He wal ks back up to her and
ki sses her cheek.

She smles. W hear the door shut.

JESSI CA
Love you too.

EXT. MJDDY/ STONY/ DI RT- TRACK - DAY

M chael is standing holding out a blueprint. R CHARD, his
best friend/ co-worker joins him

Rl CHARD
What’' s the plan?

M CHAEL
Vll we're clear to try out
sections six to eight but we’d have
to wait for the ninth.

Rl CHARD
Any idea how deep the sixth is?

M chael folds the blueprint up and puts it in his back
pocket .

M CHAEL
Not a cl ue.

Richard jabs a pitchfork into the ground.

( CONTI NUED)
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RI CHARD
No it’s too hard to get through,
we’'re gonna need the drill

M CHAEL
From here till about twenty feet
over there it’ll be hard. Are we on
the right part?

Ri chard shrugs and they both burst into |aughter.

RI CHARD
|11 get Frank on the phone.

M CHAEL
Do you think this is what our |ives
are destined for?

Rl CHARD
Ch boy, here we go.

M CHAEL
No | was just saying, what’s your
i deal job?

Rl CHARD
In college | had a passion for
witing stories, short ones. Maybe
advance on that and wite a ful
novel . \What about you?

M CHAEL
Break into the magic industry.
Headl i ne Vegas. | always | oved

doing tricks. The ol d di sappearing
coin, the card tricks, classic.

Rl CHARD
Well let me know when you’ ve
mast ered the di sappearing act and
then get us out of this job.

Ri chard gets his phone out and wal ks away fromthe site.

M chael takes a cigarette out and goes to light it. Richard
i nt ervenes.

Rl CHARD
Hey put that out. Frank woul d kil
you if he made a surprise visit.

( CONTI NUED)
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M CHAEL
Ri ght, sorry.
Rl CHARD
It’s not just your ass on the line
here is it. He fires you, | go too.
M CHAEL

Is that a bad thing?

Ri chard | eans back on the wall and so does M chael. He takes
his gl oves off.

Rl CHARD
You sound |i ke you have sone things
on your mnd, Mke. Wiat’'s up?

M CHAEL
For a few nonths now, | just
haven't be feeling right.

Rl CHARD
Then go and see your doctor.

M CHAEL
Doctor. No it’s nothing that
serious.

Rl CHARD
Then what is it?

M CHAEL
It. It’s. It’s not inportant, man.
|"ve just got to ignore it as best
as | can and get on with nmy life
t he best | can.

Rl CHARD
Is it Jess?

M CHAEL
No. She doesn’t know that there’s
anything wong with ne.

RI CHARD
Wul d you tell her if there was?

M chael pauses for a nonent.

M CHAEL
It depends on how serious it gets.

( CONTI NUED)
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RI CHARD
You' Il be fine.

M CHAEL
Can we just change the subject?
Just the thought of it is making ne
feel Iightheaded.

Rl CHARD
Take some water. |If you didn't
bring any, I’'ll grab sone for you.
M CHAEL
"1l be okay for now.
RI CHARD
How about |ater we get sone beers?
| " m buyi ng.
M CHAEL

Deal .
They get their gear ready and begin work again.

Music fills the scene and drowns out the sound of the work.

I NT. CAR - LATER

Ri chard and M chael are sitting in the front of the car. The
light is on. Richard is in the driver’s seat and Mchael is
drinking froma can. He | ooks at his house. Al of the
lights are off.

M CHAEL
It doesn’'t look |like she’'s in.

Ri chard hands hi m hi s phone.

M CHAEL
Ah it’s okay, she’ s probably not
back yet.

He dri nks sone nore.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
We're lucky guys aren’t we. Best
friends since school, nmarried two
great girls, Can life get better?

RI CHARD

You’ ve changed your tone since this
nor ni ng. Feeling better?

( CONTI NUED)
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M CHAEL
Yeah. 1’1l be alright.

RI CHARD
111 be alright if I win that
lottery tonight. Rollover. 47 mll.

M CHAEL
Fuck. Wat would you do with that
ki nd of nmoney? | woul dn’t know what
to do with 10 million but 47?

Rl CHARD
| know.

Jessica turns the hallway |ight on and opens the front door.
She runs down the driveway towards the car.

RI CHARD ( CONT’ D)
And here comes Ms M chael.

M chael rolls down his w ndow.
JESSI CA
| was bored waiting for you two to
cone in so |’'ve conme to get you.

They get out the car and wal k to the house.

| NT. HALLWAY

M chael wal ks through to the living roomand Jessica picks a
fewitens up by the stairs.

JESSI CA
M ke, dinner will be ready shortly.
M CHAEL
( OFF SCREEN)
kay.
JESSI CA

These are for you.
She hands Richard the itens.

Rl CHARD
Okay what have we got here?

JESSI CA
Kimleft her coat here and there’'s
al so a cookbook I was telling her
about that’s in there too.

( CONTI NUED)
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We hear a thud fromthe living room

Rl CHARD
Ri ght okay then thanks for those.
Take care. See you tonorrow M ke

Si | ence.
Rl CHARD ( CONT’ D)
Is he deaf? | said I'I|l see you
tomorrow M ke.
Si | ence.

Jessica turns to go to the living roomand R chard foll ows.

I NT. LI VI NG ROOM

They enter the room and see that M chael is face down on the
fl oor.

JESSI CA
Oh ny God, M chael

She kneel s down and shakes him Richard kneels down and
turns himover. He gets a cushion for his head.

Rl CHARD
Call for an anbul ance.

Jessica rushes out of the roomfor the phone. Richard feels
M chael ’s neck for a pul se.

Rl CHARD
Jessi ca, he' s dead.

Jessica cones into the roomwth the phone slowy and
conf used.

JESSI CA
He' s dead?

Rl CHARD
| can’t find a pulse on him he’s
not breat hi ng.

Jessica tries to see himbut R chard stops her so she can
cal m down.

RI CHARD ( CONT’ D)
Whoa j ust cal m down.

( CONTI NUED)
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JESSI CA
| WANT TO SEE H M

She pushes him asi de and | ooks at M chael. Dead. Lying there
not i onl ess.

She hol ds back the tears and turns back to R chard.

JESSI CA
He’ s not dead, he can’'t be dead.
Check agai n.
Rl CHARD
Jessica, give ne the phone and go
and sit down. |I'Il make the call
JESSI CA
Just check agai n.
Rl CHARD
He’s gone. | don’t know how but

he’ s gone.

Jessica w pes her eyes and kneels down to himas Richard
dials. She feels around for a pulse too but can’'t find one.

She rests her head on his chest and curls up next to him
Cryi ng.

Rl CHARD
(of f screen)
H there | need an anbul ance.

As she lays next to hima hand rai ses and strokes her hair.
She lets the hand stroke her for a nonent and then realizes
whose hand it was. Mchael. He's not dead. Her head slowy
rai ses as he begi ns breathing again.

She slowy sits up in shock and | ooks at him

M chael's eyes are | ocked onto hers. She backs away from
hi m

JESSI CA
Ri char d!

Ri chard enters on the phone and sees Jessica propped up by
t he couch. Scared. M chael |ooks up to him

Rl CHARD
Good God.

He nearly drops the phone.

( CONTI NUED)
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RI CHARD ( CONT’ D)
(on phone)
l"msorry I...l1 can’'t explain right
now. | have to go. Everything' s
al right now. You have a good
eveni ng.

He hangs the phone up and throws it on the couch. Jessica
stands up and goes next to Richard.

M chael slowy sits up and props hinself up with his armns.

M CHAEL
What happened?

Rl CHARD
You di ed.

M chael stands up and wal ks towards Jessica who backs off.

M CHAEL
Honey, it’s ne.
Rl CHARD
| felt for your pul se.
JESSI CA
| felt for it too.
M CHAEL
But 1’ m here now.
RI CHARD
| " mgoing to take you down to the
hospi t al
M CHAEL

No. That’s not necessary.

Rl CHARD
For God’ s sake, M ke you were dead
a mnute ago. Now, unless this was
one of your nmagic tricks you said
about earlier | suggest you go to
t he hospital.

M CHAEL
It’s not |like that.

He | ooks at Jessica, who isn’t sure if she knows him
anynor e.

( CONTI NUED)
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M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
| guess |’ve got sonme explaining to
do.

He puts his hand on Jessica’ s shoul der and she | ooks
unconf ort abl e.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
It's still the sane old ne.

Slowy she cones fromnext to Richard and puts her arm
around M chael. They hug each other but neither one of them
|l ook Iike they're enjoying it.

Jessi ca breaks free.

JESSI CA
| have to see to dinner.

She pushes past them and out of the door. W hear the
kit chen door cl ose.

M chael goes after her but Richard stops him
Rl CHARD
Just give her tine. She's had a
hel | of a shock.
M chael nods in agreenent and then backs away.
Ri chard gets his bel ongi ngs.
RI CHARD

| m going to head on hone now. Let
her come to you. Just keep your

di stance and she’ll cone to you
when she’s ready. |1’'Il see you
t onor r ow.

Ri chard | eaves and M chael stands along in the living room

FADE TO

I NT. LIVING ROOM - MJUCH LATER

A clock shows us that it’s 9:00pm M chael has his back on
the radiator. He | ooks up at the clock and then gets up and
goes out of the living room



14.

| NT. KI TCHEN

He opens the door and sees Jessica sitting on the kitchen
stool and a cup of coffee in her hand. She is | ooking

bl ankly i nto space.

M chael slowy closes the door behind himand wal ks to her.
He | eans over into the space next to her.

She doesn’'t nove.

M CHAEL
Hey.

Jessica slowy snaps out of it and nmanages a |low smile.

JESSI CA
Hi .

M chael's relieved that she hadn’'t entirely bl anked hi mout.

He goes round and | ooks in the oven. Then | ooks in the bag
next to the oven. She’'d thrown it away.

M CHAEL

| really screwed up didn't I7?
JESSI CA

No. | just...l just overcooked it.
M CHAEL

So are we okay?
He leans in for a kiss but she | eans away.

JESSI CA
What happened? You knew sonet hi ng
happened.

M chael leans on the work top and exhal es.
JESSI CA ( CONT’ D)
Nobody can stop their heart |ike
that only to come back nonents
| ater. \What happened?

M CHAEL
| can’t tell you

Jessica throws her arns up in disbelief.

( CONTI NUED)
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15.

JESSI CA
In five years of knowi ng ne THAT
has never happened. You' ve never
kept secrets fromne so don’'t start

NOW.
M CHAEL

It’s not that easy Jess.
JESSI CA

M chael. | lost you tonight.

She gets up and wal ks to him

JESSI CA (CONT’ D)
You have no idea, no idea, how
relieved | amthat |’ ve got you
back. That doesn’t happen to
everybody. | just want you to tel
me what happened.

M CHAEL
Can | just ask how you know I had
any know edge that that would
happen?

JESSI CA
You refused to see a doctor. Pretty
adamantly too. Wat are you hiding?

M chael brushes his hands through his hair and paces back

and forth

across the kitchen.

M CHAEL
You got ne.

JESSI CA
So there is something. Are you ill?
What is it?

M CHAEL
It’s not easy to tell you
because...well | haven't told

anybody. Not Richard, not ny boss,
any of ny ex’s. The only person who
did know was ny adoptive Mot her.

Jessica takes him by the hand.

JESSI CA
Tell me. | need to know so | can
hel p you.

( CONTI NUED)
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M CHAEL
You can't. It’s sonething that only
| can take care of.

JESSI CA
Don’t say that.

M CHAEL
But it's the truth.

JESSI CA
| don’t want the truth to nake ne
feel useless to you.

M CHAEL
| msorry. There’s nothing anybody
can do about it.

Jessica |l eans on the worktop next to M chael and slides down
to the floor. Mchael sits next to her.

There’s a | ong pause. They don’t | ook at each other. M chae
goes to talk but stops. Then he nanages hi s words.

M CHAEL
It’s a rare disease called Lavery
Syndr orre.

Jessica turns to M chael.

M CHAEL
Had it since | was three. It’s not
hereditary nor is it contagious.

JESSI CA
VWhat does it do?

M CHAEL
It stops ny life at randomti nes.
Sonetimes for two mnutes,
sonetimes two hours, and then maybe
even |longer. But | always cone
back.

JESSI CA
How many cases are there?

M CHAEL
It’s just ne and some guy in
Sout hurst. That’s howrare it is.
Still two out of eight billion
isn t bad.

( CONTI NUED)
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M chael

sl owy.

JESSI CA
Pl ease don’t joke. Was earlier the
first tinme it’s happened since
we’ ve known each ot her?

17.

| ooks into her eyes, shyly, then shakes his head

Jessica starts to panic.

JESSI CA
When? At work? At our weddi ng? Oh
my God when you’re driving?

Sonet hing clicks with her.

M chael

Jessica stands up and hol ds her

JESSI CA (CONT' D)
That’'s why there’'s a dent in the
car isn't it. You switched off when
you were driving?

nods.

the situation together

M chael

JESSI CA (CONT' D)
| need sone water.

rushes to her aid with a glass of water.

M CHAEL
|"msorry. | didn't plan for any of
this.

JESSI CA
It’s not your fault. | know that.

|"mjust trying to figure out what
to do.

M CHAEL
W' Il just carry on as normal -

JESSI CA
No. No we can't.

M CHAEL
O course we can. Like it never
happened.

JESSI CA
This is one of those life altering
nonents M chael. It’s a big thing.

head. She’s trying to piece

( CONTI NUED)
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M CHAEL
Yes and it’s sonmething |’ ve dealt
wth ny whole life. By nyself. |
can handle it.

JESSI CA
But that was just you. You're
accounting for ne now W're
married, we're a team

She starts to get hysterical and begins to choke on her
words with tears.

He hugs her and they both enbrace in each others arns. Their
voi ces fade out and becone i naudi bl e.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - LATER

They’'re both on the couch. The TV isn't on. They' re staring,
deep in thought. Mchael’s armis around Jessica s shoul der
and he is twirling her hair.

After a while.

JESSI CA
So. How was wor k?

M chael begins to sm|e as does Jessica.

M CHAEL
Ah, you know the usual. D gging,
readi ng maps, sitting on ny ass and
reflecting on life with R ck. How
was yours?

JESSI CA
My day was fun. Met with Kim had
coffee, popped to work to fax sone
files, did a bit of shopping then
canme hone.

M CHAEL
Aint life grand.

Jessica | aughs and turns to him

JESSI CA
When | was sitting in the kitchen
had a question go through ny head.
Then when you told nme what the
probl emwas, |’'ve never wanted to
ask a question nore than this one.

( CONTI NUED)
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M CHAEL
Fire away.

JESSI CA
What’s it |ike? Dying.

M chael thinks for a nonent.

M CHAEL
It's like this.

He begins tickling her and she bursts into | aughter. She
gets his to stop eventually.

JESSI CA
Seriously.

M CHAEL
Li ke going to sleep. You re awake
one mnute and then the next...
you' re not. You don’t knowit’s
happened but | guess |’ m | ucky
because | get to wake back up to

you.
JESSI CA
VWhat if one day...
M CHAEL

| will wake up. You just have to be
Jessica pulls himin for a hug.
| NT. BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Jessica turns over to find Mchael sitting up in bed | ooking
out si de.

JESSI CA
Mor ni ng.
M CHAEL
Hel | o.
JESSI CA
Good, so you're still with ne then.

M chael turns and takes her hand.

( CONTI NUED)
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Jessi ca si

She st ops

20.

M CHAEL
Always. Did you sleep well?

JESSI CA
Surprisingly yes. Better than the
ni ght before. | had a terrible
ni ght mare t hen.

M CHAEL
| know.
JESSI CA
Did | tell you?
M CHAEL
No. | guess now |I’ve told you about

the disease | can tell you the
bi zarre parts.

JESSI CA
What do you nean?

M CHAEL
This may sound |ike an epi sode of
The Twi | i ght Zone but hear ne out.

ts up.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
Wen | go, and you're in the room
wth ne or near ne, | enter your
dr eans.

JESSI CA
Yeah okay.

M CHAEL
Don't believe ne? You were calling
out for me and I was spitting up
the black stuff into the bath

fromgetting up and renenbers

JESSI CA
That’'s right. | called out to you.
VWhat was the black stuff?

M CHAEL
The di sease.

JESSI CA

VWhat if you...die...and I’ mnot
near you. \Were do you go?

( CONTI NUED)
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A glinpse of Mchael’s dreamis shown.

W see a man wearing a white skull nask. He | ooks at us and
we then see he’s | ooking at Mchael. They both acknow edge
each other then | ook ahead and start wal ki ng down an
alleyway with trees either side.

M CHAEL
| don’t know.

They | ook at each other and there’s a pause. Suddenly the
al arm sets of f which causes themto junp.

JESSI CA
I"l1l get the kettle on.

She | eaves the roomand M chael carries on |aying there.

I NT. KITCHEN - MORNI NG

A kettle is boiling and Jessica picks it up and pours the
water into two cups.

She is fully dressed. Mchael cones in putting on his
fl orescent jacket.

JESSI CA
Where are you goi ng?
M CHAEL
Wor k.
JESSI CA
No you' re not. Not with your
condi tion.
M CHAEL
You' re kidding nme right?
JESSI CA
No I'mnot, | nessaged Rick and he

agrees that you shouldn’t cone in.
You need rest.

M CHAEL
W can't afford for ne not to go
in.

JESSI CA
It’s final, I'’mIlooking after you.

( CONTI NUED)
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M CHAEL
| appreciate that Jess, but we need
the nmoney. If | don’t go in today
then | | ose out on £90.

JESSI CA
Your boss said -

M CHAEL
Oh fuck him | have to work

M chael goes outside and Jessica follows him

EXT. HOUSE/ DRI VEWAY

M chael gets in the car and is about to turn the keys but
Jessica reaches in and takes them out.

M chael gets out of the car.

M CHAEL
What are you doi ng?

JESSI CA
You're not going in. You have to
take it easy.

M CHAEL
| wish I never told you about it
all now

JESSI CA

Wiy, so | wouldn’t help you?

M CHAEL
So you woul dn’ t fucki ng not her ne
all the tinme.

He goes to wal k back inside.

JESSI CA
Where are you goi ng?
M CHAEL
|’mcalling Richard to come and get

ne.

He stornms off inside the house and we follow with Jessica.

JESSI CA
| f he has any sense he’ll tell you
the sanme thing so don’'t waste your

tinme.

( CONTI NUED)
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We follow her into the house and she stops and sees M chae
lying on the floor. Dead. Again.

Jessica |l eans on the wall and exhal es.

FADE OUT TO BLACK

CUT-I N:

Jessica has slid down the wall and is sitting next to wear

M chael lies. She | ooks out of the wi ndow with no enotion.
Tired, scared, waiting. There is an enpty w ne glass next to
her.

It’s quite dark, late afternoon by this point.

M chael starts to shift and she hides the gl ass.

M CHAEL

Sorry. How |l ong was | gone?
JESSI CA

Ni ne hours.

M chael turns over and sits up.

Jessica still has her back to him He puts his hand on her
shoul der.
M CHAEL
You’ ve been here the whole tinme?
JESSI CA
Yes. | never left your side.
M CHAEL
What were you doi ng?
JESSI CA
Thi nki ng.
M CHAEL
About what ?
JESSI CA

How | can hel p you.
M chael stands up and hel ps Jessica to her feet.
M CHAEL
This may sound incredibly selfish

but | don’t want your help. You
can’t do anything about it.

( CONTI NUED)
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JESSI CA
Sonet hi ng could be wong with you.
Wy has it just started up?

M CHAEL
There coul d be many reasons.
Stress, not enough fluid..

JESSI CA
Are these just assunptions?
M CHAEL
No.
JESSI CA
What about your doctor?
M CHAEL
What about hi n?
JESSI CA
Woul d he know? CGet in touch with
hi m
M CHAEL

He retired and noved away.

Jessica wal ks past himand into the living room M chael
foll ows her.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM

She sits on the sofa.

JESSI CA
It's starting to feel like you're
avoi ding all forms of help.

M CHAEL
| knew | shouldn’t have told you.

JESSI CA
What and have ne cart you off to a
norgue? Oh that’s nice M chael
that’'s real nice. If you d told ne
when we first net that this happens

to you. ..

M CHAEL
Then we woul dn’t have gotten
married?

( CONTI NUED)
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JESSI CA

How dare you. Don’t say that. | understand where you're
comng frombut can you see where |I’mcom ng fron? Five
years of a great relationship and then this gets thrown over
it.

M CHAEL
Jessica, | had five years of a
great relationship too, except TH' S
was already over it to begin with.
Since day one with you I’ ve hoped
that it wouldn't conme back but it
has and I’mstuck with it. Mybe
the less we talk about it the
quicker it’Il get weaker.

He sits on the other couch and they both have a nonent of
si | ence.

JESSI CA
What if it’s you that gets weaker?

M chael | ooks at her and gives her a slow shoul der shrug.

I NT. DI NI NG ROOM - LATER

Jessica is sitting there witing out on a pad of paper
various Christmas itens and cards for friends. M chael cones
inwth two cups. Filled with coffee/hot chocol ate.

M CHAEL
| cone in peace.

Jessica | ooks up and smles at him She takes the cup from
himand sets it down. Mchael sits down next to her.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
What are you doi ng?

JESSI CA
|’mjust witing out our Christms
cards. Wanna hel p?

M CHAEL
Yeah give ne a pen.

He takes a small pile of cards and begins witing.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
What’ s happening this year?

( CONTI NUED)
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JESSI CA
Kimand Richard are joining us for
Chri stmas di nner.
There’s a nonent where they just wite.

JESSI CA
| "msorry for shouting earlier.

M CHAEL
|”’msorry for nmaking you shout.

Jessica | aughs and they kiss each other.

| NT. BEDROOM - LATER

M chael is in bed reading and Jessica sits next to him She
IS wearing a dressing gown.

JESSI CA
|’mgoing for a bath. I won't be
| ong. Prom se you'll be here?

M CHAEL

Prom se.
She grabs a towel and wal ks out of the room

M chael sets his book down and | ooks at his glass and it’s
enpty so he takes it downstairs to fill up with water.

| NT. KI TCHEN

M chael turns on the light and fills the glass up fromthe
tap. He drinks fromit then spits it back out in disgust. He
| ooks in his glass and then fills it up again. Before he
drinks fromit he gets a foul taste in his nmouth and spits
out in the sink. He looks at it and it’s black slinme. The
sane stuff he puked out in the dream He |ooks at the col our
of his tongue in the mrror and then takes a drink. It’s
better this tine.

FADE TO

| NT. BEDROCOM
M chael is back in bed reading and Jessica cones in wearing

the dressing gowmn. She gets on the bed and | ays on her
stomach next to M chael.

( CONTI NUED)
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JESSI CA
That was great. You sure you don’t
want one?

M CHAEL

No |’ m sure.
Jessica spots a speck of black on Mchael’s white t-shirt.

JESSI CA
You’ ve got ink on your top, dope.

M chael |ooks at her for a nonent. They share a nonent when
t hey | ock eyes.

M CHAEL
Silly me.

Jessica | ays her head down on his chest.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
Jessi ca.

She | ooks up at himand is horrified to see that he has
bl ack goo comi ng out of his nouth. He repeats her nane and
it’s gurgled. He smles at her and takes a |lunge at her.

Jessica then snaps out of it and wakes up and shoves her way
backwards off of M chael. She’s hysterical

JESSI CA
He’'s dead! Onh ny God he’s dead!

Jessica then opens her eyes for real and it's day |light. She
fell asleep on Mchael’s chest. Her head goes up and down
fromMchael s breathing. He's fast asleep. Jessica then
lifts her head up and | ooks at the cl ock.

It's 7.29.

JESSI CA
Wait for it.

The cl ock changes to 7:30 and it sets the alarm off.
M chael reaches over for it and shuts it off.
He | ooks at Jessi ca.

M CHAEL
Mor ni ng.

She smles at him
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I NT. LI'VING ROOM

M chael is sitting on the sofa surrounded by pill ows.
Jessica wal ks in wearing her suit.

JESSI CA
What tinme will you be back?

She | ooks at him

JESSI CA ( CONT’ D)
Oh. What tine are you goi ng?

M CHAEL
l’mnot. | already nade the call to
t he boss.

JESSI CA

But M chael 1 thought you said we
can't afford to -

M CHAEL
| know what | said and it’s fine.
If I die, I won't hit ny head, just
as long as I'msitting here.

JESSI CA
kay then well 1’11 give you a cal
on ny break, no in fact I'll cone

hone for | unch.

M CHAEL
| could start putting Christnas
decorations up?

JESSI| CA
| don’t think that’s a good i dea.
"1l sort all that out soon.

She ki sses himon the cheek and | eaves.

M chael gets up and | ooks out the wi ndow at her. He waits
there until she’s gone. Then he goes to the unit in the
living roomand takes out a black book. He thunbs through it
and finds the right page. He grabs the tel ephone and starts
to dial.

M CHAEL
| s Doctor Lovelstein there? It’'s
M chael Langham....It’s very

i mportant.



EXT. HOUSE/ DRI VEWAY

29.

M chael | eaves the house and gets into his car and drives

away .

| NT. DOCTOR LOVELSTEIN S LI VI NG ROOM

M chael sits on a chair waiting. A mddle aged man wal ks in
and takes a seat.

H s name is ASHLEY LOVELSTEIN. The man who treated M chael
when he was young.

There's a

DR. LOVELSTEI N
Ri ght. M chael, how are you?

M CHAEL
It’s becom ng nore serious.

DR LOVELSTEIN
Where do we begi n?

M CHAEL
|’ve been free fromit for sone
years now.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
It’s been seven since we've | ast
net.

M CHAEL
Well in those seven years, |’ve net
a wonderful [ady who is now ny
wife.

DR LOVELSTEI N
Congr at ul ati ons.

M CHAEL
Thank you. Anyway |’ ve been cleared
for seven years and then three days
ago | died...twce.

| ong pause between the two.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
Are they the only tines?

M CHAEL
No, | died again in the day and
then the next day.

( CONTI NUED)
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DR. LOVELSTEI N
How did your wife react?

M CHAEL
She had no idea of the illness.
Personally |I’'d forgotten about it.

DR LOVELSTEI N
So there was an argunent?

M CHAEL
No, she’s just scared. As am|. |
died when | was driving. Luckily it
was for a few seconds but it
coul d ve been....well...fatal.

The Doctor takes out a notepad and makes a few notes.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
| presune you've told her
ever yt hi ng.

M CHAEL
More or | ess.

DR LOVELSTEI N
Wiy didn’t you let me know when it
happened?

M CHAEL
| told her you d retired and noved
on.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
Wiy woul d you say that?

M CHAEL
" m showi ng her that | can treat
this nyself.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
Sorry M chael but that was a pretty
stupid thing to do.

M CHAEL
It’s not like me to show weakness
in front of her.

Dr Lovel stein takes his glasses off and stands up and paces
around the room

( CONTI NUED)
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DR. LOVELSTEI N
Are you still at the sane address?

CUT TGO

I NT. M CHAEL AND JESSI CA' S LI VI NG ROOM

Jessica walks in to see that the Christnas tree is up and
there are decorations up. She | ooks round to the sofa and
M chael isn't there.

JESSI CA
M chael ?

He cones up behind her and surprises her.

M CHAEL
You cal | ed?

JESSI CA
| thought | told you about not
getting the decorations down.

M CHAEL
| figured I’mnot feeling woozy so
| may as well do sonething instead
of sit on ny ass.

They hug and ki ss each ot her.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
Besides | also found tine to get
you a few gifts.

She | ooks at himinterestingly.

JESSI CA
Real | y? \Were?

M CHAEL
Under the tree. But don't worry
"1l let you have themin two days.

JESSI CA
Chri stmas day?

M chael nods snmugly and Jessica | aughs.

JESSI CA
Ch | have sone bad news. M ster
Cragg, the old nman that used to
| ook after ne and ny sister, he's
been given a few weeks to |ive.

( CONTI NUED)
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M CHAEL
That sucks. I'’msorry to hear that.

JESSI CA
It’s fine. Do you mnd if | quickly
call Caroline to tell her?

M CHAEL
G for it, I'll make you a drink.

FADE TGO

M chael sitting on the sofa watching TV. It’'s a bit darker
outside. He feels the inside of his mouth with his tongue
and then quickly gets up to the kitchen sink.

| NT. KI TCHEN

He hangs his head over the sink and tries to make hinself

vomt. But to no avail. Then he coughs up nore black fluid.
M CHAEL

There you are you son of a bitch.
He coughs nore but nothing nore cones out.
He runs the tap to wash it away then goes back to the |iving
room
| NT. LIVING ROOM
He sits back on the sofa and cl oses his eyes.

FADE TO

I NT. LIVING ROOM - LATER

M chael is fast asleep and then the living roomlight turns
on and Jessica enters. He opens his eyes.

JESSI CA
| didn’t nmean to wake you.

M CHAEL
You didn’t, don’t worry. Besides
with this illness | get nore than
enough rest.

Jessica gives hima stern | ook and then | ooks at the tree.

( CONTI NUED)
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JESSI CA
Oh the tree | ooks beauti ful.

M CHAEL
Hey check this out.

M chael turns out the living roomlights and then turns the
tree ones on and it takes Jessica's breath away.

JESSI CA
It’s so |ovely. Aw you

She grabs hi mand hugs him

M CHAEL
There’s sonething el se too. Follow
nme. Oh and cl ose your eyes. Don’t
worry 1’11 guide you

He wal ks her into the dining roomwhere he’d noved the table
and cleared a space on the floor.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
Open t hem

She does but can’t see what the surprise is.

JESSI CA
What is it?

He turns on the lights which are placed in the fireplace. He
heart skips a beat.

M CHAEL
| know you're a fan of a roaring
fire near Christnmas so this is the
best | could do.

JESSI CA
It’s perfect...and so sweet.

They | ook at each other and then kiss. Jessica takes her
coat off and then M chael cradles her shoul ders and | owers
her on the fl oor.

We pan away and focus on the Christnmas Tree.

JESSI CA
Oh M chael !

FADE TO
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I NT. DI NI NG ROOM - LATER

M chael and Jessica lay on the floor with a cover over them
They lay |l ooking at the fireplace. The lights tw nkle.

Jessi ca exhal es snmoothly. She | ooks at himand they both
smle. Mchael has his arm over her.

JESSI CA
Even if you hadn’t got ne anything
for Christmas, this woul d ve nmade
up for it for sure.

M CHAEL
This was for being an idiot the
ot her day.
JESSI CA
You weren’t.
M CHAEL
| beg to differ.
JESSI CA
D d anyt hi ng happen today?
M CHAEL
No.
Jessica smles.
JESSI CA

Per haps you’ re heal i ng now.

M CHAEL
Per haps.

They | ook on beyond the fireplace, unsure of what’s to cone
in their future.

EXT. SUNSET - CHRI STMAS EVE

Series of images/clips of the outside world. Sun seen
t hrough the branches of trees.

| NT. LIVING ROOM
Jessica is sitting on the sofa with a pad in front of her.

She’s witing things down for her work. M chael cones in the
room wearing his coat.

( CONTI NUED)
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M CHAEL
Right, I'"'mgoing to the shops to
pi ck up sone wine for tonorrow.
Rich is outside.

JESSI CA
The queues are going to be
horrendous, are you sure we need
wine |’msure we have sone.

M CHAEL
Cupboards are bare for drinks. |
won’t be long don't worry. | |ove

you.
He | eans in and ki sses her cheek and then departs.
When he goes, Jessica carries on witing.

A card falls fromthe nantle piece and she picks it up and
opens it. It’'s one from M chael .

She pl aces the card back up and then there’'s a knock at the
front door.

She opens it to reveal Dr. Lovel stein.

DR LOVELSTEI N
OCh good evening, I'msorry to
bot her you but is M. Langhamin?

JESSI CA
No sorry you just mssed him Is
there anything | can help with?

He extends his hand.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
My nane is Ashley Lovelstein. |I'm
t he doctor who saw to M chael
during his youth about his
condi tion.

Jessica’ s expression turns to relief.

JESSI CA
You know about it? Ch thank God.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
|"mgathering fromhe didn't tel
you that he cane to see nme the
ot her norni ng?
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JESSI CA
No.

DR LOVELSTEI N
Right. | don’t think he d be
pl eased to see ne here so | best
shoot of f.

JESSI CA
Wait, can you please tell nme about
it? Is it curable?

DR. LOVELSTEI N
This di sease, Ms. Langham doesn’'t
cone fromhis brain or his body but
from sonebody entirely different.

JESSI CA
| don’t follow you.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
| never cane here tonight. This
conversati on never happened.

He goes to wal k away but Jessica grabs his armand fights
back anger.

JESSI CA
You can’t cone here, fill nmy head
with information that could help ny
husband and then go away. \Wat does
this all nmean?

DR. LOVELSTEI N
(G ving up)
Go to Sout hurst and | ook up a David
Banning. He’'s the one you want.

JESSI CA
| s he anot her Doct or?

DR. LOVELSTEI N
No. He's M chael’'s twi n brother.

Jessica’ s jaw drops in shock.
DR. LOVELSTEI N( CONT’ D)
Don’t question your husband about
this.

JESSI CA
Does he not know?
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DR. LOVELSTEI N

(Shaki ng hi s head)
No. They were separated at birth
and sent to different adoptive
parents. Listen, if you want to
know nore 1’1l give you a card to
contact nme on. It has to be away
from M chael. He must not know of
our encounter. Understood?

Jessica nods and Dr. Lovelstein starts to wal k down the
dri veway.

JESSI CA
Merry Chri st mas.

Dr. Lovelstein turns around and sm | es.
DR. LOVELSTEI N
Sane to you.
I NT. LIVING ROOM - LATER
M chael and Jessica are sitting on the sofa. Mchael’s

wat ching the TV and Jessica is watching him M chael
noti ces.

M CHAEL
No.
JESSI CA
What ?
M CHAEL
| said No.
JESSI CA
| didn’t say anything.
M CHAEL
You don’t have to. | cant tell by
your eyes. You want to open a

present.
Jessica smles faintly.
M CHAEL ( CONT' D)

Ch go on then. As you asked so
ni cely.
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JESSI CA
It wouldn’t feel right. 1’1l wait
till tonorrow.

M CHAEL
(Cuppi ng hi s hands)
Bori ng.

He carries on watching the TV and we slowy tighten in on
Jessica’'s worried face.

| NT. DI NI NG ROOM - DAY - CHRI STVMAS DAY

Ki nberl ey and Jessica are sitting at the table with gl asses
of wne in their hands. They’re | aughi ng.

JESSI CA
| heard you net the CEO what’'s he
like?

Kl MBERLEY

Oh please, he came in with this
asshol e attitude and just threw his
wei ght around trying to be the big

guy.

JESSI CA
Ch no.

Kl MBERLEY
In the end though he just nmade the
shark in "Jaws’ | ook |ike fucking
"Fl i pper’.

Jessica | aughs as Richard and M chael bring plates of food
in and places themin front of their respective spouses.

M CHAEL

Here we are. Christnmas dinner a la
M ke.

They all pull the crackers and read out the jokes and then
put the hats on.

FADE TO
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I NT. DI NI NG ROOM - DAY - CHRI STMAS DAY - LATER

Ri chard and Kim | ook unconfortable. Jessica shows a bit of
enbarrassnent. Mchael’s gone and is sitting with his head
hung low H's wine glass is tipped over.

Kl MBERLEY
You know, Jess, if there’s anything
you want help with, then please
don’t hesitate.

JESSI CA
It’s fine honestly. I'mjust sorry
it had to happen now.
Rl CHARD
Any idea how long this could go on
for?
Jessi ca shrugs.
JESSI CA

Whose to know?
She takes a sip of her wine and | ooks very upset.

Kl MBERLEY
Conme on. Let’s sort you out.

Ki nberl ey and Jessica stand and wal k out to the kitchen.
Ri chard, sitting opposite Mchael, nods his head and rai ses
hi s gl ass.

Rl CHARD
Merry Christrmas ny friend.

FADE TO

I NT. LIVING ROOM - LATER
Ri chard and Ki nberley are at the door

Kl MBERLEY
You know where we are.

Jessi ca nods and manages a smle.

JESSI CA
| know. Thanks.

( CONTI NUED)
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They then | eave. Jessica is on the sofa. No lights are on.
It’s getting dark outside. Mchael is still at the table.
She | ays across the couch with a glass of wi ne and cl oses
her eyes.

We hear | aughi ng. Drunken | aughing from outsi de.

CUT TO

EXT. HOUSE - N GHT

Two peopl e are wal king down the street and one is stunbling.
It’s Mchael and Jessica sone years back. Jessica is wearing
a Santa hat and she’s drunk and starts to twirl around the

| anp post. She stunbles and M chael is there to grab her.

She 1 ooks into his eyes.

JESSI CA
My her o.

M CHAEL
| don’t think you re capabl e of
putting one foot in front of the

ot her .

JESSI CA
| am too.

M CHAEL
Prove it.

She tries but again stunbles.
M chael picks her up and carries her up the driveway.
He places her down and she | aughs.

JESSI CA
Thank you very much for that.

M CHAEL
That’s alright. Are you going to be
fine tonight? Is there sonebody who
can nake sure you won’'t -

JESSI CA
It’s fine |I’ve got ny big brother
staying with ne.

M chael nods.
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M CHAEL
Right well, thanks for a great
ni ght.

JESSI CA
Thanks for not |eaving me on ny
own.

M CHAEL
Wiy would 17

JESSI CA
Well | guess it’s no secret that |
can’t handle ny al cohol .

M CHAEL
No | think the whole town knows

t hat now.
She | aughs.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
11 call you tonorrow.

JESSI CA
Yeah you have ny nunber.

He ki sses her on the cheek.

M CHAEL

Goodni ght and Merry Chri st nas.
JESSI CA

Hope you have a great day.

Goodni ght .

She wat ches himgo down the drive then she enters the house
and cl oses the door.

M chael turns around and | ooks up at the house. The upstairs
i ght goes out.

M CHAEL
Ni ght Jessi e.

He turns and wal ks away.

CUT TGO
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I NT. LI'VING ROOM - CHRI STVAS DAY

Jessica is fast asleep and M chael ’'wakes’ up. He sits up,
cracks his neck and then wal ks over to the couch and sees
her asleep. He picks up and sheet and places it over her and
t hen wal ks over to the mrror.

M CHAEL
Boy, you’'ve really fucked up now

He | ooks on in the mrror.

FADE TO

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - CHRI STMAS DAY - LATER

Jessica is still asleep on the sofa. Mchael nudges her and
she slowly opens her eyes and | ooks up.

M chael stands before her holding out his hand. She sits up
and takes it. He stands her up and then turns to the corner
of the roomto press on the light. The roomis filled with
tiny white dots. He’'d put a col ander on a torch.

JESSI CA
M chael, what is this?

M CHAEL
This is our Christmas. Qur very own
white Chri st nas.

They hug and slowly dance with each other. They're both
clearly happy. The dots bounce off of their figures. He
shows off a few noves which Jessica is very inpressed wth.
They enbrace again and there’'s a pause. Jessica is happy.
Until she realizes that M chael’s gone again

JESSI CA
No. No not now. Pl ease.

She tries holding his upright but he slowy goes down, first
on his knees and then Ilying on the floor.

Jessica stands there | ooking down on him She exhal es
strongly and wi pes the tears from her.

FADE TO BLACK

DR. LOVELSTEI N
When did you...cone back?
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| NT. DOCTOR LOVELSTEIN S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

M chael is sitting opposite Dr. Lovel stein.

M CHAEL
Alittle after ten. Christmas
night. I mssed the festivities. |
m ssed everything. | took the

decorations down earlier. There's
just no point init all

DR LOVELSTEIN
Did you nmake it up to her?

M CHAEL
Tried to. Wien | went upstairs she
was fast asleep. She cried herself
to sleep. The pillow was wet. She
knocked herself out with sleeping
pills.

DR LOVELSTEI N
Has she spoken to you since?

M CHAEL
The odd hello. | feel |ike she’'s
going to divorce ne. Can you bl ane

her ?

DR. LOVELSTEI N
That’s none of ny business to say.
|"msure she was |ike that because
it was Christnas. You know a famly
time. You are her fam |y but you
weren’t there nmentally and | think
that got to her.

M CHAEL
Mental ly? Ch I'’mnental alright. |
may as well sign up to stay in a
nut house.

DR LOVELSTEI N
There won’t be anything |ike that
happening to you. |I’m here to help.

M CHAEL
| " ve been hearing runours through
t he grapevine that they’ re dropping
people like flies at ny work. You
know, redundant.

( CONTI NUED)
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DR LOVELSTEI N
Do you think you' re one of thenf

M CHAEL
| haven’t been there for a couple
of days. Only Richard, ny best
friend, knows the real reason as to
why.

DR LOVELSTEI N
What did you tell your boss?

M CHAEL
That | had the flu or sonething
i ke that.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
That’ s common, especially at this
time of year. I'’msure you'll stil
have a job. Although have you been
consi dering ot her options.

M chael | ooks down and shakes hi s head.

DR. LOVELSTEI N( CONT’ D)
What about hel pi ng ot hers?

M CHAEL
What do you nean?

DR LOVELSTEIN
Well, you certainly have a very
uni que condition. There are people
out there who are frightened to

death of...well...death. They can
cone to you for advice on what to
expect .

M CHAEL
Doc, | die as if I'"'mfalling
asl eep. What if people die in
crashes? They' || feel pain. |
don’ t.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
Yes but what |’m saying is everyone
is going to die. But everyone is
afraid of the unknown. What IS on
t he ot her side?

M chael |ooks at the Doc and we see what he’'s thinking. It’s

t he i mage

of the man wearing the white, blank mask. They

start wal king down an alleyway with trees either side.
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M CHAEL
| don’t know.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
VWll on that we're even.

EXT. ROADSI DE - DAY

Jessica pulls over to a house and we see her |ook at the
address. She gets out and wal ks up the driveway.

She | ooks

There' s a

up at the house and then knocks on the door.

nmonment wher e not hi ng happens. She | ooks behi nd her

and hesitates whether or not to get back in her car and

drive off.

The door unl ocks and opens. She turns around.

She can’t

JESSI CA
Oh I'’msorry to disturb you -

bel i eve what she’'s seeing. We then see the person

waiting at the door for a response. It’'s David. The man from

M chael ' s
to M chael

vision. She can’'t believe the resenbl ance he has

JESSI CA
M chael ?

DAVI D
No, you got the wong house.

JESSI CA
|"msorry | neant M. Banning?
Davi d Banni ng?

He | ooks her up and down, trying to place her.

DAVI D
Who are you?

JESSI CA
My nane’ s Jessica Langhamand |’ d
just like to ask you a few

guesti ons.

DAVI D
Ah shit, listen lady, | don’t want
any leaflets or any religious crap
okay?
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JESSI CA
No |'m not here for any of that.

DAVI D
Then what did you want?

JESSI CA
Are you married?

DAVI D
Wiy, are you offering?

ushes a bit.

JESSI CA
No | was just curious.

DAVI D
Okay. No |I'’m not. Next.

JESSI CA
Do you suffer with any di seases?

DAVI D
(LONG PAUSE)
No.

JESSI CA
| " mactually collecting on behalf
of a disease called Lavery
Syndr one.

DAVI D
Wl | good |luck to you.

He goes to close the door.

JESSI CA
| know you’ re adopt ed.

The door slowy opens.

DAVI D
What are you ny sister or
sonet hi ng?

JESSI CA
vell. ..

DAVI D
| " m adopted. Yes. What’'s it to you?
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l"msorry | just have one nore
gquestion. How often does it happen?
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He | ooks at her. He knows that she knows. She’'s struck

sonething with him

DAVI D
VWhenever | deci de.

JESSI CA
You have control over it? How?

He holds his armup on the door. Jessica notices

covered in scars fromwhere he's slit his wists.

DAVI D
Enough with your questions. Please
| eave.

JESSI CA
But | -

He cl oses the door. Jessica gets back in her car

nunber on her nobile. She holds it up to her ear.

JESSI CA

Dr Lovel stein, please.

( PAUSE)
Doctor, It’s Jessica Langham 1’ ve
just met David Banning. | really
have to talk to you. Were can
find you?

( PAUSE)
Wait let me wite it down.

it's

and dials a

She wites on a scruffy piece of paper the address.

JESSI CA (CONT’ D)
Right, thanks 1'Il be there as soon
as | can. Bye.

| NT. DOCTOR LOVELSTEIN S LI VI NG ROOM

Dr. Lovelstein puts the phone down and we see that M chae

is still sitting opposite him

DR. LOVELSTEI N
| mever so sorry Mchael, ny next
patient is rather worried about
sonething and would |ike to see ne
urgently. Do you m nd?
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M CHAEL
No that’s fine. But 1'll be giving
what you told nme sonme thought. 11
| et you know what ny plan is.

He gets up, shakes the Doctors hand and then exits.

Dr. Lovelstein takes his glasses off and holds them as he
t hi nks.

FADE TGO

| NT. DOCTOR LOVELSTEIN S LI VI NG ROOM - LATER

Jessica enters the room He stands up and greets her. She
sits opposite him

JESSI CA
Thank you for seeing ne.

DR LOVELSTEI N
That’'s fine. What did you and David
tal k about ?

JESSI CA
| was so damm sure it was M chae
t hat opened the door. They're
identical right down to the bone
structure.

DR LOVELSTEIN
Did you tell himanything about
M chael ?

JESSI CA
No. He seened agitated and so |

just told himthat |I knew he was
adopt ed.

Dr. Lovelstein stands up and wal ks to his w ndow.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
How di d he take that?

JESSI CA
He asked if | was his sister.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
Wi ch technically you are.
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JESSI CA
Ri ght, and then | asked hi m how
often the di sease happens and he
says whenever he wants it to. Like
he has control over it.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
He does.

JESSI CA
What ?

Dr. Lovelstein turns back around with his arns behind his
back, pacing.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
David is the eldest twin. He'd have
nmore control over it.

JESSI CA
So does he pass it onto M chael ?
Does he nake M chael suffer?

DR. LOVELSTEI N
| guess that’s what he does. Wen
the di sease would nake it’s way to
Davi d he sonehow manages to channel
it to Mchael.

JESSI CA
Ch ny God.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
This is getting nuch darker than
t hought .

JESSI CA
| don’t know if this means anyt hi ng
but before he cl osed the door
noti ced marks on his arm

DR. LOVELSTEI N
What ki nd of marks?

JESSI CA
As if he's tried to kill hinself.

DR LOVELSTEI N

Good God. | had no idea he was
sui ci dal .
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JESSI CA
So it could be ignored?

DR LOVELSTEI N
Vll | don't think it has anything
to do with you and M chael but |’1
get in touch with his Doctor about
it.

He puts his gl asses back on.

DR. LOVELSTEI N( CONT’ D)
Go hone, be with Mchael. You
weren't here.

JESSI CA
Thanks Doct or .

She gets up and | eaves.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - LATER

M chael is standing in the mddle of the living roomwaiting
for Jessica to get back. The front door opens and then
cl oses.

We follow Jessica into the living room M chael stands there
with a big grin on his face and arns outstretched.

JESSI CA
Hey.

M CHAEL
You renmenber | told you about work
| ayi ng people off?

JESSI CA
Oh Mke I"'msorry to hear that.

She hugs him
M CHAEL
What ? No. They haven’t made ne
redundant. But if they do then
have a back up

JESSI CA
Oh really what’s that?

He sits her down on the couch and sits next to her.
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M CHAEL
| have a pretty unique condition,
right?

She nods.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
Now this condition allows nme to
experience things that nobody el se
can. There are a | ot of people out
there afraid of dying. | think
can help themout. Soften the bl ow,

if you will.
JESSI CA
That's a really nice thing to do.
M CHAEL
| knew you'd like it.
JESSI CA
But this is only if you | ose your
j ob?
M CHAEL
Let’s be honest, with this hanging
over ny head | don’'t think 1’'Il be
goi ng back to work. | went and

spoke with Rich today about other
options and this one sounded good.
People will pay noney for it.

He sees her expression. It’s pained.

M CHAEL
But you know what, strangely, it’s
not the noney that’s maki ng ne want
to do it.

Jessica smles and throws her arns around him

JESSI CA
| think it’s a great idea. Let’s
just wait and see what happens
first though. I don’t want you to
enter the new year jobless.

M CHAEL
Everything will be fine from now
on. |I'm prepared for the backl ash.
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JESSI CA
Backl ash?

M CHAEL
Yeah. People calling ne a fraud and
such. The only witnesses | have are
you, Rich and Kim

JESSI CA
What about your doctor?

M chael | ooks away.
M CHAEL
He’'s retired but |I'’msure he would
back nme up if he knows where | am
Jessica bites her |lip and nods.

M chael |1 ooks at her. She can tell when he lies and he was
expecting a fight but Jessica stayed calm

JESSI CA
| picked up some things fromthe
shop. 1'Il put them away.

She | eaves the room and M chael | ooks back into the mrror.

FADE TO

I NT. DI NI NG ROOM - DAY - LATER

M chael is changing a light bulb in the dining room Jessica
is standing next to himready to hand himthe next bulb and
Ri chard enters the room

Rl CHARD
Hey guys. How many peopl e does it
take to change a light bulb in TH S
house?

They | augh.

M CHAEL
What’ s up man?

Rl CHARD
| just thought 1'd tell you the
news.
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M CHAEL
Are you out?

RI CHARD
No. I"mvery nmuch in. | got a
pronoti on.

JESSI CA
Wbw congr at ul ati ons.

Rl CHARD
Thank you. The boss was the one
that was getting fired. Not neeting
targets and so on so I’min charge
of our division now. Wich nmeans
you keep your | ob.

M CHAEL
Oh right.

Rl CHARD
Pl ease don’t sound too inpressed
about it.

M CHAEL
No |l am It’'s great. | was just,
uh, thinking of doing sonething
el se.

Rl CHARD
Li ke what ?

M CHAEL

Renmenber what we were tal ki ng about
earlier on at your lunch break?

Ri chard | ooks confused and M chael signals for himto go
along with it.

Rl CHARD
Oh yeah. That.

M CHAEL
|”ve been talking it through with
Jess and |’ ve been thinking about
| eaving the site and do sonet hi ng
else with nmy life.
There’ s an awkward sil ence.

JESSI CA
|’ mgoing to check the dryer.

She excuses herself and | eaves the room
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Richard is clearly upset by the news.

M CHAEL
Rich, | -

Rl CHARD
So is this it? | get put in charge
and | |ose the best guy out there?
How coul d you do that to ne?

M CHAEL
| understand that but you have to
see it fromny view |I'ma

l[iability out there. Wiat if I'’min
the JCB or forklift and I go?

Rl CHARD
So fucking what? You al ways cone
back anyway.

M CHAEL

VWhat if | fall and break ny neck?
Rl CHARD

Then it’ Il save ne the job of doing

it nyself.

They | ook tense at each other but then Richard understands
where M chael’s conming from

Rl CHARD( CONT’ D)
But you know what, you do what you
have to do. I'’myour friend so |
support you. No matter what.

M CHAEL
Thank you.

Rl CHARD
So what is this plan of yours that
| heard about at |unch?

M CHAEL
|’mgoing to talk to peopl e about
what to expect from death. Ease
their fears.

Richard tries not to |augh.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
Thanks.
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RI CHARD
Sorry but you sound |ike you’ ve got
a new outl ook on life and you’ ve
turned into a preacher.

M CHAEL
If | talk about it to nore than
three people 1'Il eventually

outgrow it. Like what people do
when they’ re young and have a
stutter.

Rl CHARD
Regar dl ess of what you do, | hope
you' Il be happy doing it. 1’11
spread word around town if you

want ?
M CHAEL
That' Il be cool.
RI CHARD

Now you do realize people are gonna
| ook at you differently? Your
friends, your nei ghbours, your
peers -

M CHAEL
| "m prepared for all of it.

He extends his hand and M chael shakes it.

RI CHARD
Besi des, |If people see you as a
crackpot, we can al ways have you
back working for us. I'll make sure
you get sonething in the offices.
You could do that if you want.

M CHAEL
| want to see how far this goes.
Thanks Ri chard.

Rl CHARD
( SHRUGE NG
You know what they say. \Wat are
friends for?

Ri chard then | eaves the room and Jessica cones out of the

ki t chen.
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JESSI CA
Oh Richard, are you and Kim com ng
for New Year?

Rl CHARD
What, and see the new year in with
this waste of space? Sure I'min.

He | eaves and Jessica goes into the living roomand sits
down. M chael joins her.

M CHAEL
| thought we were going to have a
scrap.

JESSI CA

| saw a Doctor today.
M chael pauses.

JESSI CA ( CONT’ D)
Yours. Doctor Lovel stein.

She cringes because she thinks he’s going to rage at her.

M CHAEL
Real | y?

She can't believe it. He's conpletely relaxed with it.

JESSI CA
You re fine with it? It was just to
ask himnore about the di sease.

M CHAEL
It was the Doc who suggested | help
ot hers.

Jessica smles and | eans her head on his shoul der.

JESSI CA
| | ove you.

M CHAEL
| love you too.

JESSI CA
Do you want ne to nmake a notice for
t he newspaper about your new job
rol e? Reach out to sone people?
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M CHAEL
Yeah, if you could. | tell you
Jess, it feels like everybody is
reaching out to help ne.

JESSI CA
W' re happy to do it.

M CHAEL

VWhat’s on the TV?
I NT. DAVID S KI TCHEN - SAME Tl ME
Davi d wal ks around with sonme pills and a bottle of vodka. He
wal ks towards a drawer and takes out a knife. He lifts his
armup and | ooks at the scars.
I NT. LI'VING ROOM - SAME TI ME
M chael starts to | ook very tired. Jessica | ooks at the TV
and doesn’t realize what i s happening.
I NT. DAVID S KI TCHEN - SAME Tl ME
He downs nore vodka and then slashes away at his arm Bl ood
is spurting out everywhere.
I NT. LIVING ROOM - SAME TI ME

M chael ' s eyes flicker.

I NT. DAVID S KI TCHEN - SAME TI ME

David then falls to the floor and after a few beats, starts
to have troubl e breathing. He then | oses conscience.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - SAME TI ME

Jessica | ooks at M chael, who has now 'gone’ and she cl oses
his eyelids.

She then rubs the side of his face and brushes his hair.

FADE TO



I NT. LI'VING ROOM - LATER

Jessica has fallen asleep and M chael is stil

phone then rings and it startles Jessica awake.

and then gets up to answer it.

JESSI CA
Hel | o.

DR LOVELSTEI N
( ON PHONE)
Jessica, It’s Dr. Lovel stein,
t here’'s been an acci dent.

JESSI CA
Wth what ?

DR. LOVELSTEI N
(ON PHONE)
It’s David. He tried to kill
hi nsel f. Apparently he got into a
vi ol ent rage and the nei ghbours
called the police on him They
found himjust in tine.

JESSI CA
Oh ny God. That’'s | ucky.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
(ON PHONE)
| ve just spoken to his doctor.
It’s the fifth tinme this year he’'s
done it to hinself.

JESSI CA
The wri sts.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
(ON PHONE)
The paranedi cs had to punp himand
they found a m xture of various
drugs and vodka.

JESSI CA
What ki nd of drugs?

DR LOVELSTEI N
(ON PHONE)
Nor mal store brought stuff,
par acet anol, ibuprofen that sort of
t hi ng.
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"gone’. The
She cones to
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JESSI CA
M chael was fine earlier. He
sl i pped away about an hour ago.

DR LOVELSTEI N
(ON PHONE)
That was the tinme they think David
passed out.

JESSI CA
| s David awake?

DR. LOVELSTEI N
( ON PHONE)
No. He's breathing and his heart
rate has returned to nornal

JESSI CA
Are you there?

DR LOVELSTEI N
(ON PHONE)
|’ ve just got back from seeing his
Doctor. He may very well be awake
NoWw.

M CHAEL
(VWHI SPERI NG
Who are you tal king to?

Jessica is startled and she turns around to see M chael
sitting up.

JESSI CA
M chael, you' re back. It’s Doctor
Lovel st ei n.

M CHAEL
Does he want nme?

She passes the phone to him

M CHAEL
H Doc. Wat’'s up?

DR LOVELSTEI N

( ON PHONE)
| was ringing to see how you're
feeling. | take it you two are both

aware that you ve been to see ne?
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M CHAEL
Yeah. We told each other tonight.

DR LOVELSTEI N
(ON PHONE)
How are you feeling?

M CHAEL
Yeah |’ ve just been out for about
an hour so it’s not been bad today.

DR LOVELSTEI N

( ON PHONE)
| see. Hold on a second.

( PAUSE)
It’s great that you’ re naking
progress. |I’d best be off now
t hough. Take care and I'll be in
t ouch.

M CHAEL

Bye.
He puts the phone down.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
He had to go.

JESSI CA
Let me go and put sone di nner on.
Then I’ start with an
advertisenent for you.

She | eaves the room

CUT TO

EXT. HOUSE/ FRONT DOCR - DAY - DECEMBER 28TH

We're | ooking at the front door and a hand reaches out and
taps on it.

M chael opens it sees it’s a young man cal |l ed BRAD CAVERS.
He has a terrible stutter.

M CHAEL
Can | help you?

BRAD

H, are you the guy fromthe
newspaper ?
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M CHAEL
That wor ked f ast.

BRAD
May | cone in?

M CHAEL
O course.

| NT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY - DECEMBER 28TH

Brad and M chael enter the living roomand he invites himto
sit on a chair.

M CHAEL
Can | get you a drink?

Brad shakes hi s head.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
Now, before we start talking, this
is the first time |’ve ever done
t his.

BRAD
This is the first tine |I’ve spoken
t o soneone about this.

M CHAEL
Well first things first. My nane’s
M chael Langham you can call ne
M ke, what’s yours?

BRAD
My nane’ s Brad.

M chael studi es Brad.

M CHAEL

Can | just ask you sonething?
BRAD

Fire away.
M CHAEL

| wasn’t really expecting anyone
under 20 to cone here. Wiy woul d
you be wondering what -

BRAD
VWhat death is |ike?

M chael nods.
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BRAD TELLS M CHAEL A HARROW NG STORY FROM A FEW YEARS BACK
AND HOV I T LED H M TO DRUGS AND HOW HE WAS NEARLY BEATEN TO
DEATH

M chael is stunned.

BRAD
| guess what I'mtrying to say is
" mgoing to wel cone death. Just so
| know it’s not a bad thing to kil

nysel f.

M CHAEL
But it is. You'll be |eaving behind
your famly, your friends -

BRAD
What friends?
M CHAEL
| myour friend, Brad.
BRAD
No. You' re not. You' re the quiz
mast er.
M CHAEL

The qui z master?

BRAD
Yeah. You have the answer to the
nmost nysterious question in this
uni ver se.

Brad leans in and his stutter stops.

BRAD
What to expect from death. You know
it. Nobody el se does. You can | ead.

M CHAEL
That’s not ny intention. Wat |
intend to do is help you.

BRAD
Real | y?

M CHAEL
Yes.

BRAD

Well then tell ne.
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M CHAEL
About deat h?

BRAD
Yes about death. Tell ne.

M CHAEL
It’s like getting wi nded. Then you
get pins and needl es, then you just
vani sh from exi stence and pl aced on
a long path to walk to your
respective future.

BRAD
In death, there is no future.

M chael | ooks on at Brad.
M CHAEL
Maybe there is. Maybe there isn't.
You’' ve got to nmake sure you' re on
the right path to find out.

The stutter begins.

BRAD
| m shouldn’t argue with you. I'm
sorry, | should get going. |

appreciate you talking to ne.

M CHAEL
It’s no problem You have any nore
you want to tal k about, you know
where | |ive.

BRAD
Thanks.

They get up and shake hands then M chael notices sonething
at the window. It’s a news reporter and canera man.

M CHAEL
What t he?
EXT. HOUSE - DAY - DECEMBER 28TH - LATER

The news reporter wal ks up the driveway and knocks on the
door. M chael opens it.

M CHAEL
Yes?
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NEWS REPORTER
Hello sir, My name’s Sinon Mrse
and I’ mfrom Good Morning Sussex.

M CHAEL
| know where you’'re from

SI MON MORSE
|’mhere to see if you'd like a bit
nmore publicity. I"ma huge fan of

all the weird and wonderful and so
| junped at the chance to do this.
| s there any objections?

M CHAEL
Uh, | guess not. No.
S| MON MORSE
Geat, so tell me a bit about
your sel f.
M CHAEL
Uh well I"mmarried -
S| MON MORSE

s your wife honme? Whuld she like
to help you plug your new gift?

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
It’s not a new gift.

SI MON MORSE
Are you kidding? I'd call it a
gift.

M CHAEL
Vll yes but it’s not new. |I’ve had

this since | was three.

SI MON MORSE
So what do you want to do with it?
Hel p peopl e?

M CHAEL
That’'s right. In fact |1’ve just
spoken to sonebody -

SI MON MORSE
Are they here?

BRAD
Yes |’ m here.
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SI MON MORSE
Wuld you like to talk to the
Vi ewer s?

BRAD

No. No thank you. |I’mon ny way
out. Take care M chael, and thank
you.

SI MON MORSE
Oh cone on. That woul d’ ve been
perfect if he’ d say sonething.

M CHAEL
It doesn’'t bother ne.

SI MON MORSE
Well anyway we go live in a few
mnutes so I'll give you a brief
rundown of what |I’mgoing to ask
you.

Jessica pulls up outside and wal ks up the driveway.

JESSI CA
What’ s goi ng on?

SI MON MORSE
Ah are you Ms Langhanf?

JESSI CA
That's right.

SI MON MORSE

Wul d you like to stand next to
your husband whilst he tells us
this story?

M CHAEL
You don’t have to.

JESSI CA
[t's fine. | wll.

SI MON MORSE
That’ s great. The other client
didn’t want to stay. | guess he
didn’t realize God bl essed you a
great gift.

M CHAEL
"Bl ess ne"? Do you know what God
did for me? He threw a di sease at

( MORE)
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M CHAEL (cont’ d)
me when | was too young to realize
what anyt hing was and fucked ny
life up for twenty six years! Wen

| wake up, | pray that Jessica is
still with nme and she hasn’t grown
old without ne... Blessed ne? God s

been a real sport to ne. Now can we
just get this over with?

SI MON MORSE
Sure. No problem Are we good?

The caneranman gives hima thunbs up.

SI MON MORSE
|’ m here at 7 Beeding Crescent
where | have next to ne a
remar kabl e person.

INT. DAVID S LI VI NG ROOM - SAME TI ME

David is sitting on the couch with his arm bandaged up. He
| ooks m serabl e and pissed off.

Sinmon Morse is reporting fromthe scene. David takes a puff
froma cigarette and blows circles. W follow a circle
towards the TV. Jessica is on the screen and David | ooks at
her, trying to place her.

SI MON MORSE
(ON TV)
Tell nme, how was your reaction to
this?
JESSI CA
(ON TV)

Sur pri sed beyond belief. He' d kept
it a secret for nost of his life.

David wants the canera to show M chael. It does. David | ooks
closer at the TV.

M CHAEL
(ON TV)
The main thing is |I’mas nornal as
t he next person and if anybody out
there is scared...|l can help.
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SI MON MORSE
(ON TV)
It’s an extrenely rare disease
call ed Lavery Syndrone that -

Davi d pauses his TV on an inage of Mchael. He stares at it.

EXT. HOUSE/ FRONT DOCR - DAY - DECEMBER 28TH - SAME TI ME

SI MON MORSE
Wel | thank you for sharing this
extraordinary story. Back to you in
t he studi o.

He turns to M chael and Jessica

SI MON MORSE( CONT’ D)
Vell...thanks for that. 1’'Il |eave
you two alone. Let’s go.

They wal k down the driveway as M chael and Jessica | ook at
them M chael puts his armround Jessica s shoul ders.

FADE TO

I NT. KITCHEN - LATER

M chael is sitting at the counter and Jessica boils the
water in the kettle.

JESSI CA
So your story is out there for
peopl e to know about it. D d you
ever think that there are others
out there with it?

M CHAEL
|"ve told you. Just nme and anot her
guy froma couple of towns out.

JESSI CA

Have you spoken to hinf
M CHAEL

No |’ve never net the guy.
JESSI CA

Ch okay. Here' s your coffee.

The phone rings and Jessica answers it. She hands it to
M chael .
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M CHAEL
Hel | 0?
DAVI D
( ON PHONE)
M chael Langhant?
M CHAEL
That's ne.
DAVI D
( ON PHONE)
| saw your interview on the news
t oday.
M CHAEL
Oh right, did you want to arrange a
nmeeti ng?
DAVI D

No. No | don’t. It caused ne enough
pain to sit through your interview,
| couldn’t bare to share the sane
roomas you. But we have shared

ot her things.

M CHAEL
|’msorry who is this?

DAVI D
Soneone whose been in the back of
your head for sone tinme now.

M chael turns around and | ooks out the wi ndow He can’'t see
anyone as it’s dark.

DAVI D
Soneone who knows your illness nore
t han you do.
M CHAEL
You're the other guy with the
di sease.
DAVI D

|’ve lived in this pained existence
for far too |l ong and then you cone
al ong and publicize Lavery Syndrone
like it’s a fucking joke. You dunb
cunt, what makes you think people
want to know about it?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 69.

M CHAEL
| want to neet you.

DAVI D
Ch don’t worry, Mchael. W' Il neet
up. W'l neet up and wal k t hat
| ong road together until we're
lifted.

M chael thinks back to the dream

M CHAEL
It’s you.
DAVI D
Per haps we’' || neet up sooner than

you think. Ch by the way, your wife
shouldn’t get in the way of things.

He hangs up and M chael puts the phone down then | ooks at
Jessi ca.

JESSI CA
VWhat is it?

FADE TO

EXT. HOUSE - N GHT

It’s dark and the wind is howing. Al of the lights are

of f.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT - MCHAEL’'S P.O V

We wal k around the |iving roomthen reach out for the light.
When the light conmes on, we see our hands have dried bl ood
on them W hear heavy breathing, panicking.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

M chael |ooks into the mrror, he's shocked at what he's
just seen. We then see his reflection. It’s the skull masked

man.

He stares at us for a nonent before slowy taking his mask
off. It’s David. H's voice is echoed.
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DAVI D
Hello Mchael. | told you we’'d neet

up.
M chael touches his own face.

DAVI D( CONT’ D)
| know we | ook alike. Do you want
to know why? Brothers. Twn
br ot hers.

M CHAEL
| mpossi bl e.

DAVI D
No. Not at all. You ve treated this
thing to be a disease.

M CHAEL
It 1S a disease.

DAVI D
This THI NG that we have was nade
just for us. You and | were chosen
at birth when dear old Mum put us
up for adoption.

M CHAEL
Chosen for what?

DAVI D
A new breakt hrough in nedicine. W
were the guinea pigs. It turned out
to be a nost spectacul ar fuck up.
MIlions of pounds went into the
research. Wien it was put into our
bodi es, we kept dying then com ng
back to life. Instead of caring for
us and being raised in a lab for
our lives, they eventually sent us
to different homes. Me to the
Banni ngs and you to the Langhans.
Qur original surnane was Lavery.
Ri ng any bells?

M chael s eyes wi den with shock.
M CHAEL
W’'re he only two people on Earth

with it because it was only given
to us.
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DAVI D
Now here’s the part you shoul d
really worry about. | suffer from

extrenme depression.
He holds his arnms up to reveal the scars.

DAVI D( CONT’ D)

| can’t kill nyself because of you.
M CHAEL

Wy nme?
DAVI D

W have to die together...brother.
That | ong pathway | eads to death
for the dead. It's the place |’'ve
been longing to be for twenty six
years but in order for ne to get to
it I need you. But you have this

i nvisible rope pulling you back to
the dreary existence known as
reality. Believe ne, Mchael, that
rope i s gonna get cut.

M CHAEL
You can only try.

DAVI D
You real ly have no idea how nuch
power | have over this scientific
abom nation do you. Wiy don’t you
just have a | ook down at what you
did to your wfe.

M chael | ooks down and we see Jessica lying in front of him
in her dressing gown and her eyes wide with fright. Her neck
is covered in blood. Mchael gasps and covers his eyes and
Davi d | aughs.

M CHAEL
You nurdering bastard!

DAVI D
| can make you see the nost
unpl easant of things. But |ucky for
you, she’s not dead. It’s an
illusion Mchael. You and | share
things. Mnd is one of them You' ve
just seen into m ne and the next
time we neet will be the |ong wal k
to the great beyond. It’s the
reason | where the nask.
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M CHAEL
Wy ?

DAVI D
This skull mask represents death
and |’ mtaking you there.

M chael lunges at him but instead he wakes up.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

M chael sits up | ooking at the ceiling and gasping for air.
Jessica sits up and | ooks at him

JESSI CA
M chael are you okay?

M chael begins to gets his breath back.

M CHAEL
Yeah.

He breaths heavily then | ooks at his hands. They're cl ean.
He then | ooks at Jessica and hugs her.

When they finish, Jessica rolls back over and M chael | ooks
at his phone where he has a nessage from an unknown nunber.

The nessage reads "Thanks anyway"

M chael can’t figure out who sent it.

I NT. KITCHEN - MORNI NG

Jessica is sitting at the table in the kitchen with a cup of
coffee and M chael is |eaning back on the fridge.

JESSI CA
Do you want to tal k about it?

M chael shakes his head slowy.

JESSI CA ( CONT’ D)
Vell it’s the only way you' Il get
through it. Talking to soneone
about it.

M CHAEL
"1l talk when |’ mready.
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JESSI CA
Sorry.

M CHAEL
No I'msorry | shouldn’t take it
out on you. Let’s just leave it on
the fact that it freaked ne out.

JESSI CA
Ckay. Do you have nmany people to
see today?

M CHAEL
Just a few. I'’mgoing to try and
get sone sl eep.

JESSI CA
To try and see if you can find the
guy agai n?

M CHAEL
No. | just feel exhausted.

JESSI CA
| can stay here if you want.

M CHAEL
It’s fine. You go on. By the tine
you' re back |I’'d have eased down.

JESSI CA
Ckay. 1’1l see you around five but
1’1l try and see if | can finish

early.
She ki sses himon the cheek.

JESSI CA (CONT’ D)
Everything’ s going to be fine. Just
fine.

M CHAEL
| know.

She | eaves the room and M chael exhal es strongly.

hinself for the nental war he has to deal with

73.

Prepari ng

FADE TO
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I NT. LI'VING ROOM - LATER

M chael is on the couch reading a novel and drinking a
coffee. The TV is on but he’s not interested. Until the news
cones on.

NEWS READER
The body of a young man was found
in the fields behind Keynesville
Cenetery today. It has been
identified as N neteen year old
Brad Cavers.

M chael | ooks at the TV which shows a picture of Brad.
M chael thinks back then realizes the text the night before
cane from Brad.

NEWS READER
Sources say that M Cavers was a
drug addict and this could be the
reason for his death

M chael turns the TV off and marks out his book then closes
it.

He stands up and wal ks slowy to the wi ndow. He overl ooks
the area outside his house. Then rests his head on the wall.

M CHAEL
God dammit Brad. Wiy'd you do it.

He takes his nobile and dials Jessica's nunber to it then
holds it to his ear. Jessica answers.

M CHAEL
| know who the text was from

JESSI CA
( ON PHONE)
Who?

M CHAEL
Brad. They kid | saw with the
stutter.

JESSI CA
(ON PHONE)
Oh honey |I’m so sorry.

M CHAEL
He canme to ne for advice. He cane
onmne tofind out if death is worth
t. It’s ny fault.

—_——t

t
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JESSI CA
(ON PHONE)
Hey don’t be stupid. It wasn't your
fault. What if it was sonething
el se that pushed hi mover the edge?

M CHAEL
He was ni neteen years old for
Chri sts sake what coul d’ ve made him
do that?

JESSI CA
(ON PHONE)
Many peopl e have hi dden denons.
H dden so deep that they don't even
know they' re there.

M CHAEL
Yeah.
JESSI CA
(ON PHONE)
Do you want ne to cone hone?
M CHAEL
No. | have a client soon. |I'msorry
to bother you at work. 1'Il see you
at the normal tinme. | |ove you.
JESSI CA
(ON PHONE)

| love you too.

He hangs up and | ooks up out of the w ndow.

| NT. HALLWAY - LATER

Jessica wal ks in through the front door and wal ks up through
the hallway. She opens the |iving room door.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - LATER

An m ddl e aged woman is sitting on one of the couches and
she | ooks over to Jessica and gives off a little wave. She
| ooks at M chael and he has 'gone’ in the chair.

M DDLE AGED WOVAN
Hello, I"msorry but he went when
was in the mddle of talking. He's
been like that for fifteen m nutes.
| figured I'd wait with himuntil
you got back

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 76.

JESSI CA
That’ s very sweet of you. Thanks
very nuch.

M DDLE AGED WOVAN
1”11 be on ny way then. Wen he
wakes, tell himthank you for ne
woul d you.

JESSI CA
O course.

She opens the door for her and the Wnan sees herself out.

Jessica takes off her coat and throws it on the other couch.
She sits next to Mchael and takes her shoes off. She
reaches down to get sonething fromher bag at the side of

t he couch.

M CHAEL
Has she gone yet?

Jessica | ooks at himand sm | es.

JESSI CA
Yeah she’ s gone.

M chael lifts his head up and opens his eyes.

JESSI CA ( CONT’ D)
Bored were you?

M CHAEL
Atad. | actually fell asleep at
first then she used the toilet and
the flush woke nme up. | just

carried on the charade.

JESSI CA
You' re not like that with all the
ot hers are you?

M CHAEL
No. In fact |’ mthinking about not
doi ng this.

JESSI CA
Why not ?

M CHAEL
|"ve just got Brad's death on ny
conscience. | feel |I'’minfluencing
deat h.
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JESSI CA
Did you tell himto go and Kkill
hi nsel f?
M CHAEL
No.
JESSI CA

Then | don’t see how this affects
you. It’s not your fault. Please
stop bl am ng yourself.

M CHAEL
No matter what you say, |I'mstill
going to feel shitty about this.

He goes to get up but Jessica stops himand pulls himback
on the couch. He tries again but she puts her |egs over him
like a seat belt.

JESSI CA
You can stop right there. People
are al ways going to have their own
perspectives on death. No matter
what YOU say, it will never change
their outlook. You told Brad not to
kill hinself, he listened. H's
i nner denmons told himotherw se.

M chael | ooks at her.

The phone

She hol ds

rings and Jessica gets up and answers it.

JESSI CA
Hello...Oh hello Ms Hooper how are
you? Yes | heard about that |'m
sorry to hear....Mchael ? Yeah he’s
here..... kay.

t he phone to her chest.

JESSI CA ( CONT’ D)
| need a favour.

M CHAEL
VWhat is it?

JESSI CA

M Hooper has asked for you to go
and talk to himabout death.
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M CHAEL
Jess | don't know. ..

JESSI CA
M's Hooper can | call you back in a
matter of mnutes? Ckay tal k soon.

She hangs up and goes to M chael then sits on her knees in
front of him

JESSI CA ( CONT’ D)
M chael, M Hooper is a dear old
friend of ny famly. He s been
battling cancer for a few nonths
and he’s been told he won't be
seeing the New Year in

M CHAEL
But Jess | don’t have cancer. |
can't relate to it. Wien | die, |
just go like a form of narcol epsy.
But cancer, | can only nmake it up
for him

JESSI CA
He' s asked for you. Just tell him
what you have to. Tell hi mwhat
you’' ve told others.

M chael | ooks away.

JESSI CA
So you' |l go?

M CHAEL
You're comng with ne.

Jessica picks up the phone.

| NT. HOOPER RESI DENCE

MR, HOOPER is sitting in an arncthair in the living roomwth
Jessica. H s eyes are closed. He opens themslowy and | ooks
at Jessica who is sitting opposite him He |ooks at her as
if he doesn’t know her. Then he does.

MR. HOOPER
Jessi ca.

JESSI CA
Hel lo M. Hooper.
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MR. HOOPER
My goodness. Last time | saw you
was at your G andads 85th birthday.
You were...

JESSI CA
| was twel ve then.

MR. HOOPER
Twel ve. Yes that’s it. You ve grown
into such a beautiful woman.

Jessica tries to hold the tears back.

MR, HOOPER( CONT’ D)
You’' ve al ways been beautiful.
You’ ve got your Mdther’s eyes.

Jessica snmles and a few tears drop

JESSI CA
| ve brought sonmeone to talk to
you. My husband M chael .

MR HOOPER
Yes |'ve asked for himdidn't I.

JESSI CA
You did. | told himto wait with
your wife for a nonment. Just so |
coul d. .. make sure you’ re okay.

M . Hooper slowy nods.

MR. HOOPER
Thank you. How is he?

JESSI CA
He's fine. He's just hel ping you
today with what you want to hear
1’1l go and get him

She stands up and goes to the door. She smles and waves him
in.

M chael cones in. M. Hooper isn’t |ooking.

M CHAEL
Hello sir.

MR HOOPER
Pl ease sit down.
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Jessica stands by the door and watches M chael sit down,
| ooki ng uneasy.

MR. HOOPER
Jessica, can you go and sit with ny
wi fe pl ease? Make sure she’s fine.

JESSI CA
O course.

Bef ore she | eaves, she gives Mchael a little smle to make
sure he’s okay.

MR. HOOPER
M chael is it?
M CHAEL
Yes sir.
MR. HOOPER
Work your magic. Tell ne what dying
is |like.

M chael pauses for a nonent. He's being held back by fear of
t he unknown. Exactly what death is.

MR.  HOOPER( CONT' D)
Is it like a roller coaster? | used
to love riding themof course it’s
been twenty years since |’ve ridden
one.

M CHAEL
Well, it all happens so quickly.
The buildup is like the way up on a
roll er coaster but then instead of
goi ng along the | oops, you get....
you get. ..

MR HOOPER
What ?

M CHAEL
| don’t know.

M. Hooper finally |ooks at him
MR. HOOPER

That’s what it should be |ike. Not
know ng.
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M CHAEL
" msorry.
MR HOOPER
Don’t be. You ve told nme enough.
| " mdying, Mchael. I'"'mdying in a

way that you aren’t. Death cones in
many ways, shapes and fornms. It
COULD be like a roller coaster. It
COULD be like going to sleep. O it
COULD be the nost uplifting
experience you Il ever have.

M CHAEL
It could probably conme to you in a
way where you don't feel it.

MR. HOOPER
Exactly. Nobody knows. Know ng what
death is |like is the sanme as
putting ketchup on a roast
dinner...it just doesn’t add up. It
shoul d be left as a nystery. It’s
life s biggest nystery. It’s ironic
isnt it.

M CHAEL
What is?

MR. HOOPER
Life s biggest nystery hasn't got
anything to do wth life at all.

M chael thinks about it for a mnute and then sm | es.

M CHAEL
You' re right.

MR. HOOPER
M chael 1'd like to thank you for
bei ng honest with nme. Wen you
| eave here take good care of your
wife. She’s a great girl.

M CHAEL
I wll.

M chael stands and M. Hooper holds out his hand.

MR HOOPER
Happy New Year.

M chael takes the hand and they shake on it.
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M CHAEL
Happy New Year.

M chael wal ks by the door and | ooks back at M. Hooper. He
doesn’t turn around but he sinply lifts his hand up to say
goodbye. M chael smles and | eaves the room

FADE TO

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - LATER

M chael and Jessica are watching TV and the phone goes.
Jessi ca answers.

JESSI CA
Hel l 0. .. Ms Hooper....

Jessica turns to Mchael and he could tell that M. Hooper
has passed away.

Jessi ca kneels down on the floor and continues to tal k as
M chael conforts her

I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Jessica is sitting on the floor with her back to the couch

and M chael has his | egs around her shoul ders. He's giving
her a shoul der rub.

M CHAEL
| s there anything you want ne to do
for you?

JESSI CA
No. No thank you. It’s just a
shock, you know. | suppose it’'s a
good thing he died.

M CHAEL
What do you nean?

JESSI CA
He was in a trenendous anount of
pain Mchael. It’s a mracle he

managed to talk to us w thout
scream ng i n agony.

M CHAEL
Maybe he endured the pain?
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JESSI CA
Per haps.

She stops him from rubbi ng her shoulders and turns to him

M CHAEL
What’'s up, did | hurt you?

JESSI CA
No.

She rests her head on his knee.

JESSI CA ( CONT’ D)
Does it hurt you?

M CHAEL
You' ve al ready asked ne -

JESSI CA
asked you what dying was |ike.

No
| never asked if it was painful.

M CHAEL
You just switch off. If ny heart
didnt stop I'd say it was |ike
nar col epsy.

Jessica |l ooks at himworryingly. He runs his hand through
her hair and she smles then spots sonmething on his arm A
brui se. A big, black bruise.

JESSI CA
M chael how did you get that?

M CHAEL
| don’t know.

He | ooks at it and then shrugs it off.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
Must’ve hit it on the door or

sonet hi ng.
JESSI CA

It’s like you ve been hit by a bat.
M CHAEL

Well | can't feel it so it |ooks a

| ot worse then it actually is.
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JESSI CA
There’s sone stuff in the cupboard
for it if you want.

M CHAEL
It’s fine, honestly.

JESSI CA
Are you sure?

She sits up and playfully tickles him They |augh joyfully.
More then they’ ve laughed in a long tine.

| NT. BEDROOM - LATER

M chael has "died” in the bed. Jessica cones in and sits on
the bed. She | eans over and closes his eyes. As she |eans
away she notices sonmething on his arm The sane arm as
before. Three nore bruises. Bl ack and yel |l ow brui ses. She
tries to figure out how he could ve got them Then she lifts
up his t-shirt so she could see his side and finds nore

brui ses.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY - DECEMBER 30

Jessica picks up her nobile and starts to text sonebody. She
waits a nonent and then gets a reply. It’s from Ki nberl ey
saying that 'She’' Il be over a.s.a.p’

Jessica puts the phone down.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - LATER

A glass of red wine, half drunk, sits on the table. W then
see Jessica and Kinberley sitting on the couch.

Kl MBERLEY
Has drinking this early becone a
regular thing lately?

JESSI CA
| don’t...usually do this. It’s the
worry, Kim | worry so nuch. He was
"gone’ for the whole day yesterday.
He cane back this norning and
deci ded to go and see his doctor.

KI MBERLEY

| think you' re doing great. You're
hol ding it together just fine.
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Ki mber | ey

She t akes
Fi ni shi ng

Jessica p
and goes

JESSI CA
Thanks. |’ ve al ways been an
introverted person. You know that.
nods.

JESSI CA (CONT' D)
| ve been reading that for those
peopl e who hold all of their
problens in and don't speak up wl|
suffer the nost. | don’t want to be
that person. | don’t. This famly
has had enough problens |ately.

Kl MBERLEY
Wth all due respect, your problens
seem nmi croscopi ¢ conpared to those

of M chael .

JESSI CA
| know. My problem IS Mchael. |I'm
just a horrible person. |’ve been

readi ng of a place where he has
constant care. Twenty four, seven.
But that's only half of me. The
other half wants for me to be able
to take that illness, that sick,
sick illness and have it to nyself
so he doesn’t suffer anynore.

the glass and takes a big gulp out of it.
it.

KI MBERLEY
M chael said he can deal with this
on his own, you need to be there
for him just not like this.

| aces the gl ass down and then picks the bottle up
to the kitchen to pour it down the drain.

| NT. KI TCHEN

Ki mber | ey
shoul der

wal ks behind her as she’s doing it and rubs her
in a friendly manner.

JESSI CA
That’ s not all though. He takes it
out on hinself. He beats hinself up
and the bruises, oh ny God the
brui ses. Al so..
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Kl MBERLEY
What is it?

JESSI CA
He keeps talking in his sleep of a
man in a skull mask

Kl MBERLEY
Who do you think it is?

JESSI CA
| don’t know. M chael said he saw
hi m out si de when he was awake.

EXT. HOUSE/ DRI VEWAY

M chael wal ks out of the house and | ooks across the road. He
does a doubl e t ake.

The man in the skull nmask was there. Just standing and
wat ching M chael. He has a cigarette in his hand.

M chael | ooks down the street and back to where the nan was
but he’s gone.

| NT. KI TCHEN

JESSI CA ( CONT’ D)
|’ ve never been so scared for him
innmy life.

KI MBERLEY
You know Richard and | are only a
phone call away.

JESSI CA
| know. Thanks.
They hug.
BLACK SCREEN
M CHAEL
( OFFSCREEN)

| fear he’s going to attack ne
again. Only this tinme in person.



Wiite witing slams onto the screen.

| NT. DOCTOR LOVELSTEIN S LI VI NG ROOM - SAME Tl ME

DR LOVELSTEI N
VWhen?

M CHAEL
| reckon it’ll be a bigtinme. H's
plan is to take ne to death. He's
al ready attacked and beaten ne
wthin an inch of ny life when |’ ve
gone. | come out in bruises because
of it.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
The next 'big’ thing that’s
happeni ng is New Year

M CHAEL
We're having a party. | need you
t here.

DR LOVELSTEIN
There’s nothing | can do.

M CHAEL
Pl ease.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
(Pause)
| can try and hel p. You know t hat
right.

M CHAEL
Trying is better than doing
not hi ng.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
1’1l be there. Just please don't
put every ounce of belief in nme. |
don’t want you to get your hopes up
if I fail to help.

| ooks at the fl oor.

M CHAEL
| know. I'Il see you then, Doc.

Bl ack screen.

NEW YEARS EVE

87.
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| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

Jessica is putting earrings in and Mchael is spraying
hinmself with aftershave. She | ooks at himand smles. He
| ooks back at her and stops.

JESSI CA
Are you okay?

M CHAEL
Yeah. Yeah |I'm fine.

JESSI CA
They’' || be here soon.

M CHAEL
Let’s end this year on a high
poi nt .

JESSI CA
Let’s.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
Music is playing and everyone is dressed snmartly.

M chael has a gl ass of chanpagne whilst talking to Richard
and then he sees Jessica sitting on the armof the couch
talking to Kinberley. Jessica hasn't got a drink so M chae
excuses hinself to pour her a glass. At first she’s
reluctant to have it but then gives in and drinks it.

M chael | ooks at her surprised.

M CHAEL
That didn't take a | ot of
encour agenent .

JESSI CA
" mjust saying goodbye to a crappy
year.

M CHAEL
Goi ng out on a high. That’s ny
girl.

There’s a knock on the door. M chael goes out to get it.

Rl CHARD
Are we expecting anyone el se?
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JESSI CA
Not that | know of.

M chael enters the roomwith Dr. Lovelstein. He nods and
waves at the people in the room

JESSI CA
Dr. Lovel stein?

DR. LOVELSTEI N
Oh at parties you can call ne
Ashl ey.
He goes and introduces hinself to the others.

Jessica goes to M chael .

JESSI CA

s he here with news?
M CHAEL

No. | invited him As a friend.
JESSI CA

Oh okay.
(To Dr. Lovel stein)
Can | get you a drink?

INT. DAVID S LI VI NG ROOM - SAME TI ME

David is watching a TV show and snoking. He | ooks at his
watch. It’s 23:50.

He stands up and puts his cigarette out and then wal ks to
the corner of the roomand takes the plug adapter out of the
wall. He wal ks to the exit of the roomas he’'s wi nding the
wire up. On his way he picks up a pair of scissors and puts
themin his back pocket.

He wal ks up the stairs slowy.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - SAME TI ME

Ri chard | ooks at his watch and announces to the roomt hat
there’s 10 mnutes to go. Pl ease cheer.
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I NT. DAVID S HALLWAY

A loft hatch is opened and then a |ight goes on. David drags
a chair to underneath the hatch and then clinbs up through
it wth the adapter

He then hold the other end up and he’s nade it into a noose
whi ch he puts around his neck. He reaches down and picks up
t he skull mask.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - SAME Tl ME

M chael starts to sweat and blink a lot. He |ooks really
pal e. Jessica notices and goes over to him

JESSI CA
Are you okay?

M CHAEL
|’m fine.

I NT. DAVID S HALLWAY

David tilts the chair. The wire inside the |Ioft tightens as
t he sound of the chair falling over is heard. His | egs spasm
briefly before settling.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - SAME TI ME

M chael begins to choke and and his eyes go wilds. He throws
hi msel f around the room

JESSI CA
Ashl ey!

Dr. Lovelstein gets to himand tries to cal mhimdown. He
tries the Heimich maneuver. Jessica then sees on Mchael’s
neck a bruise formng around it. The bruise froma noose.

M chael | ooses the strength in his leg and crunples to the
floor. He sits up with his back against the couch and his
head tilted back with his nouth wi de open. Then he stops
novi ng.

Everyone is still. Dr. Lovelstein goes to himand feels his
pul se. Jessica | ooks on and is scared. Richard is hol ding
Ki mber| ey.

Dr. Lovelstein takes his glasses and puts themto Mchael’s

nmout h. He takes them away and sees that M chael’ s fogged
t hem up.
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DR. LOVELSTEI N
He' s breathing but his pul se has
sl owed right down.

JESSI CA
That’ s never happened bef ore.

M chael then starts breathing in |oudly.

EXT. ALLEYWAY - DAY

M chael is standing down the alleyway that |eads himto the
afterlife. He | ooks around to see only hinself. Then David
appears next to him The skull mask is on but he takes it
of f.

DAVI D
This is it brother!
His voice is all in an echo.
M CHAEL
No. No way.
DAVI D
There’s no way out of it now W're
dead.
M CHAEL

|’ m not dead and you’'re not taking
me with you.

M chael takes out the pair of scissors fromhis pocket.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
VWhat's that for?

DAVI D
Cutting you away fromthis life.
Your life.

He goes to cut the invisible rope holding back M chael so
they can walk to the afterlife. Just as he does, Brad cones
out from behind M chael and knocks the scissors away.

M. Hooper then cones out and hol ds David back. David pl eads
with them

DAVI D
What are you doing?! He's ny
brother! He has to cone with ne!

M chael stands with his back to the wall in awe.
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Brad hol ds Davi d back.

BRAD
It’s not his tinme. But it is yours.

DAVI D
No!

Brad then cuts the rope between them hol ding themtogether.

M chael fees a rush of pain go through his body and falls to
the floor.

DAVI D
My br ot her.

He slowy glides away and then vanishes in a bright |ight.

Brad hold his armout to Mchael. He takes it and is pulled
up.

BRAD
| wouldn’t worry about him He's
with us on the other side now.

M CHAEL
Brad. You' re alive.

BRAD
|'"mafraid not but | amin a better
pl ace.

M CHAEL

Your stutter’s gone too.

BRAD
Yeah it’s pretty perfect now

M CHAEL
So Davi d’'s now dead.

BRAD
It’s what he wanted. He' Il be
| ooked after now t hough. He was
just m sguided there.

M CHAEL
s it ny turn too?
MR. HOOPER
Oh no young man. You still have

decades left in you.
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M CHAEL
| have to ask you two a question.
What is dying |ike?

Brad sm | es.

BRAD
As if you haven't died enough tines
al r eady.

MR, HOOPER

Like a big roller coaster.
M chael sm | es.

JESSI CA
(of f screen)
M chael, conme back. If you can hear
me. Pl ease cone back

M chael | o0oks behi nd him

BRAD
Go on M chael. You' re wanted.

M chael shakes their hand and turns around.
BRAD

Oh when you get back, you may want
to give yourself one hell of a

cough.

M CHAEL
Wy ?

BRAD
Trust ne.

M chael wal ks back to where the path begins.

There's a white flash and we are back in:

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - SAME TI ME

M chael gasps for breath. He |l eans forward. Jessica and Dr.
Lovel stein both | ean back out of the way and give himroom
M chael coughs and then does it again. The third tinme, he
musters up all of his strength and managers to cough up a

bl ack slab of sline. It spits out to the mddle of the room
Everyone | ooks at it in confusion.
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Rl CHARD
| don’t renenber himeating that.
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M chael | ooks around and then grabs Jessica and ki sses her.
Dr. Lovel stein | ooks exhausted but manages to check on

M chael .

DR LOVELSTEI N
M chael are you okay?

M CHAEL
lt’s over. It’s all over. David's
dead. He went and | got away.

Dr. Lovel stein nods and gathers his breath.

PULL BACK overl ooking the scene in the living room

The TV is

still on and we hear people counting down as

EXT. CEMETERY - DAY

FADE AVWAY TO

M chael and Jessica lay a flower down on a grave and stand

there for

a while. They're both dressed smartly.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
( OFFSCREEN)
So how has your |ife been since?

M CHAEL
| visit David' s grave fromtine to
time. He may have not |iked ne but
int
Had the drug not been tested on us
we coul d’ ve been best friends.

DR LOVELSTEI N
And what is your currant job role?

M CHAEL
Now knowi ng I’ mnot going to die

out of the blue, Richard gave ne ny

j ob back.

he end he was still my brother.
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EXT. MJDDY/ STONY/ DI RT- TRACK - DAY
M chael wal ks up to Ri chard and shakes his hand.

JESSI CA
( OFFSCREEN)
Only this tinme?

M CHAEL
Only this tinme he gave ne a
pronot i on.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
And what about you Jessica?

JESSI CA
|’ ve been seeing sonme people who
have handl ed their drink the way I
used to. They' ve all turned their
lives around and they’ ve hel ped ne.
| haven’t touched a drop for four
nont hs.

| NT. DOCTOR LOVELSTEIN S LI VI NG ROOM

M chael and Jessica are sitting in front of Dr. Lovel stein.
They both look like |ife has been good to them

DR. LOVELSTEI N
Have you both | ooked at life
differently?

M CHAEL
O course. W can actually live our
lives without having the illness
over our heads.

JESSI CA
That we shouldn't take life for

gr ant ed.

DR. LOVELSTEI N
Absol utely. Now after know ng you
for a nunber of years |I can see
you’' re happy. | mean truly happy.
You overcane unbelievabl e odds and
survived death a nunber of tines. |
have to ask you this: What’'s next?

BLACK SCREEN
The End.
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