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I NT. - PSYCHOLOG ST’ S OFFI CE - DAY

CATHY DONOVAN, a psychol ogist for the New York City Police
Departnent, sits at her desk. On the other side of the desk
is Detective SAM BI LLI NGS.

DONOVAN t akes a digital recorder out of her desk and presses
the record button.

DONOVAN:

(even toned, but clearly for

t he recorder)
kay, today is Decenber 17, 2015,
this is the twelveth and final
sessi on between nyself and
Detective SamBillings, as so
ordered by the Detective Billings’
conmandi ng officer, Captain Francis
Davenport, head of the New York
Pol i ce Departnent Hom ci de
Division. The rationale behind the
directed course of action was
previously stated for the record.

DONOVAN opens BILLINGS file on her desk. dicks open a
pen.

DONOVAN:  (cont’ d)
(now | ooki ng at BI LLI NGS)
So detective, how are things?

Bl LLI NGS:
Much better, thank you

DONOVAN:
For the purposes of the record, can
you wal k nme through what happened
on the night of Novenber 2, 2015,
specifically when you responded to
the 1013 call that cane in at 11:24
pm that eveni ng?

Bl LLI NGS:
| was at the precinct, the 1013
call came in regarding Oficer
Jason Bl ack, and the di spatcher
specifically requested that |
respond.



EXT. - ABANDONED BUI LDI NG - NI GHT

This flashback occurs as BILLINGS is relaying the story to
DONOVAN.

BILLINGS is sitting at his desk, reviewing a case file.

DONOVAN: (V. Q)
Did you receive clarification as to
why you were requested?

Bl LLI NGS picks up his radio, answering the call. No sound
as he speaks.

BI LLINGS: (V.Q)
| was told that Oficer Black had
requested ne.

DONOVAN: (V. Q)
So you responded?

BI LLINGS: (V.Q)
That is correct, with ny partner,
Det ective Ben Ml en.

Bl LLI NGS grabs his coat, and notions to his partner,
Det ecti ve BEN MIULLEN to acconpany hi m

DONOVAN: (V. Q.)
And t hen what happened?

EXT. - ABANDONED BUI LDI NG - NI GHT

Bl LLI NGS and MJULLEN pull up to the building in an unmarked
Crown Vi c.

BI LLINGS: (V.Q)
Detective Mullen and | arrived on
scene at around 11:45 pm

MULLEN:
(into radio)
This is unit 2417, Detectives
Billings and Mullen, we’ve arrived
on scene.

Bl LLI NGS and MJULLEN exit the Crown Vic, and draw their
weapons as they approach the buil ding.

Bl LLI NGS:

What ever we find up there, finger
off the trigger. Assess first.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

MULLEN nods, and they enter the building through an old,
opened door.

BI LLINGS: (V. Q)
| remenber giving Miullen sone
pointers that night. He's a new
detective, and I was trying to
bring himalong a bit.

| NT. - ABANDONED BUI LDI NG - CONTI NUOUS

The building is a piece of shit. Nothing up to code.
M ddl e of the projects.

DONOVAN: (V. Q)
Li ke a mentor?

BI LLINGS: (V.Q)
Exactly. But, what we found that
ni ght. Nothing prepared either of
us for that.

Bl LLI NGS and MJULLEN find O ficer JASON BLACK, bl oody, |ying
propped up against the wall. Standing next to himis a
scrawny | ooki ng caucasi an teenager, ZACH LUCAS, scared out
of his m nd.

BI LLINGS trains his gun on LUCAS.

Bl LLI NGS:
(to LUCAS)
Don’t nove. Step away fromthe
of ficer-
LUCAS:
| swear | didn’t shoot him It was
Davey man, | swear! Please for the
| ove-
Bl LLI NGS:

Cal m down, and shut up! We'Il get
to you in a mnute.

Bl LLI NGS notions to MJULLEN with his head.
Bl LLI NGS: (cont’ d)
(to MJLLEN)
Check him

MULLEN conpl i es.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

MULLEN:
He's still breathing! Barely.

Bl LLI NGS:
(into radio)
This is Detective Billings and
Mul l en. We have an officer down,
requesting nmedi cal assistance
i mredi atel y.

BLACK:
(barely audi ble, to MJLLEN)
He...hel...hel..

LUCAS then noves his hand to reveal a gun. BILLINGS
noti ces.

Bl LLI NGS:
(to LUCAS)
Drop the weapon! Drop it now

MULLEN notices, and foll ows suit.

MULLEN:
(to LUCAS)
Drop it now

LUCAS gun misfires while it is pointed at the ground.
BILLINGS fires at LUCAS, killing him

| NT. - PSYCHOLOGQ ST’ S OFFI CE - DAY
Sanme as before. BILLINGS finishes telling the story.

Bl LLI NGS:
It wasn’t until three days |ater
that | was able to speak to O ficer
Bl ack.

DONOVAN:
And what did he tell you?

Bl LLI NGS:
Apparently, the suspect that we
found by Oficer Black s side was
trying to help him Crisis of
consci ence kinda thing. The kid
was running with a gang banger
who' d shot O ficer Black and got
the hell out of there before we
arrived.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

DONOVAN:
Did he ever tell you why he
requested that you respond to the
i nci dent ?

Bl LLI NGS
...
(a beat)
| don’t think that that should go
on the record.

DONOVAN
kay, fine.
(DONOVAN turns off the
recorder)
Why not ?
Bl LLI NGS:

| told Jason | wouldn't report it.

DONOVAN:
Vel |l you could say that backfired
on you. You had to know that I.A
woul d investigate after it hit the

medi a?
Bl LLI NGS:
No, not this incident.
(a beat)

This was the second tine that |'d
saved Jason’'s life.

DONOVAN:
When was the first?
Bl LLI NGS:
A few years ago.
DONOVAN
(a beat)

Care to el aborate?

Bl LLI NGS:
It was a donestic disturbance call.
Went bad. The husband drew a gun,
and Jason froze. He was a rookie
at that point.

DONOVAN
And you shot the husband?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

Bl LLI NGS:
Yeah. The situation was
escal ating. Guy had his finger on

the trigger

DONOVAN
Way didn’t Jason want you to report
it?

Bl LLI NGS

Isn’t it obvious? He didn't want
peopl e to know he froze up. That
kind of reputation can follow you
around your entire career.

DONOVAN:
So what happened afterwards?

Bl LLI NGS:
Jason and | got our story straight.
W told |.A the same thing. Open

and shut.

DONOVAN:
Ckay. We'll deal with this later,
but for right now, I want to circle

back to the Novenber 2 shooting.
(DONOVAN turns the recorder
back on, once again, SHE is
nmore formal in her speech)
Detective, what was |nterna
Affairs’ ruling on the Novenber 2
i nci dent ?

Bl LLI NGS:
(confused)
Don’t you have all of this in ny
file?

DONOVAN:
| do, but I want the tineline of
events, from your perspective,
recorded. It’'s for the archives.

Bl LLI NGS:
|. A ruled that it was a justified
shooting based on the fact that, in
t he nonent, neither Detective
Mul Il en or | could determ ne the
suspect’s intent. W had to assune
i fe-threatening danger was
i mm nent, which justified the use
of deadly force.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

DONOVAN:
And you agree with that assessnent?

Bl LLI NGS:
(are you out of your m nd?)
O course | agree with the
assessnent. Let’s nme keep ny job.

DONOVAN:
And you feel that you're ready to
return to active duty?

Bl LLI NGS:
| don’t think | needed this in the
first place-

DONOVAN:
Yeah, well, your captain does. And
| gotta clear your before you
return to work.

Bl LLI NGS:
So. Do | have a clean bill of
heal t h?

DONOVAN:

One nore thing.
DONOVAN opens her desk drawer and renpves a snall renote.

DONOVAN: (cont’ d)
| want you to close your eyes, and
listen to this track

Bl LLI NGS:
(skeptically, but conplying)
kay.

DONOVAN presses play. Crickets can be heard on the
recording, along with a light wnd, and | eaves scrapi ng
accross pavenent.

A gunshot rings out, causing BILLINGS to junp and reach for
his sidearm which isn't there.

Bl LLI NGS: (cont’ d)
Jesus, you gotta warn rme.

DONOVAN:
Detective, your file states that
you’ ve been with the hom cide
division for fifteen years, is that
correct?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

Bl LLI NGS
Yeah. | joined the division in
2000.

DONOVAN:

You know, it’s not uncommon for a
detective to change divisions a
couple of tinmes in their career--

Bl LLI NGS:
(I don’t have tinme for this)
Are you suggesting that | be
reassi gned?

DONOVAN:
That’'s exactly what |’'m
suggesti ng- -

Bl LLI NGS:
Absolutely not! | wll not accept
reassi gnnent - -
DONOVAN
It’s not your call to nake,
Det ecti ve! - -
Bl LLI NGS:
Doctor, | respect you, | really do,

but I amtwo years--

DONOVAN:
Just listen to me--

Bl LLI NGS:
| amtwo years away from a
pronotion to the head of Hom ci de.
| wll not be reassigned when |I'm
t hat cl ose!

DONOVAN t akes a deep breath. This is harder than she
t hought .

DONOVAN:
Can | continue?
Bl LLI NGS:
(I"mnot going to |isten)
Go ahead.
DONOVAN:
First of all, just because your

captain is retiring in a couple of
years does not nean that you're
( MORE)
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CONTI NUED: 9.

DONOVAN:  (cont’ d)
guaranteed a pronotion. |’ve been
around this departnent |ong enough
to know that good detectives like
you get passed up all day | ong.

Bl LLI NGS:
Davenport loves ne. He said so
hinmself. 1’mhis best detective.
DONOVAN

Yeah, you know what el se he sai d?--

Bl LLI NGS
VWhat’' s t hat ?- -

DONOVAN:
He al so said you need to be
reassi gned.

This hits BILLINGS unexpectedly, like a freight train.
Totally out of the blue.

Bl LLI NGS:
(1 ncredul ous)
What the hell?

DONOVAN:
(to BILLINGS, but also for the
recor di ng)
| amclearing you for active duty,

however, | am recomendi ng that you
be reassigned to the Cold Case
Di vi si on- -

Bl LLI NGS:

Col d case divi son?!

DONOVAN:
(speaki ng the words slowy,
del i berately)
and pronoted to Division Captain.
Ef fective i medi atel y.

DONOVAN turns off the recording. She too is now off the
record, and speaks nore freely.

DONOVAN: (cont’ d)
Sam pl ease- -

Bl LLI NGS:
(pi ssed)
Ch, so we're on a first nane basis
now that we're off the record?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

10.

DONOVAN:
Sam how the hell can you expect
this to turn out any other way?!

Bl LLI NGS:
What the hell is that supposed to
mean?

DONOVAN:

You' re a fucking hero cop! But

i nstead of reporting it to Internal
Affairs, which is what you shoul d
have done, you tell nme? You know
that | can’t tell anyone!

Bl LLI NGS:
That’ s a fucki ng excuse and you --
(know it).

DONOVAN:

It’ s basic Doctor/Patient
confidentiality, Sam Jesus
Christ, if I tell Captain Davenport
what you just told ne, he’ d have ny
license to practice revoked. Then
he’d tell the FOP, and they’'d
fucki ng sue ne!

Bl LLI NGS:
So Davenport put you up to this?
Did he threaten you?

DONOVAN:
It was his suggestion, yes, but I
agree with hini

Bl LLI NGS:
You agree with hinf!

DONOVAN:
Yes! Sam | know you think you' re
fine, but bottomline, you aren’t
the sane cop you were six weeks
ago. This job takes a toll,
there’s no shane in that!--

Bl LLI NGS:
It’s nore than a job to ne!
(a beat)
|"ve wanted to run the NYPD s
Hom ci de Division ever since | was
a kid watching Law and Order.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

DONOVAN:
| get it, Sam | really do. But
you are far too skittish to
continue to work Hom ci de.

Bl LLI NGS eyes start to go glossy. He knows he’s done.

DONOVAN:  (cont’ d)
Sam this is a gift.

Bl LLI NGS
(voi ce breaki ng)
Sone fuckin gift.

DONOVAN:

You' re a good cop. A great
detective. But at the end of the
day, you shot a teenager, and at
the end of the day, the NYPD s
Public Affairs Division is stil
answering questions about it.
Questions fromthe Tines and the
Post .

(a beat)
Sam if you told Internal Affairs
the truth a few years ago, these
sessions would be a formality.

(a beat)
|’msorry, but |I’ve got to ask what
the hell you were thinking when you
decided to lie.

Bl LLI NGS
| was just trying to do the sane
favor that another cop did for ne
when | was a rookie.

(a beat)
Cat hy, there are good cops, and
then there are great ones. | want

to be the latter. The type of guy
who is not only good at his job,
but every now and then, when
necessary, breaks procedure to
cover for a partner, or fellow
officer. It’'s not witten down
anywhere, but you ask any off-duty
cop at any local bar in the five
boroughs, and he’'ll tell you,
that’s how you earn respect in this
depart nent.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

12.

DONOVAN:
Sam you are a great cop, and you
are well respected. But there’'s no
way for ne to help you on this one.
Believe ne | wish | could.

Bl LLI NGS:
This is unbelievabl e.

DONOVAN:

Sam do you know what word your
col | eagues use to describe you?

(a beat)
They all say the sane thing.
You' re tenacious. You don’t give
up on a case, you keep working it,
no mtter what. And | gotta be
honest with you, in Cold Case, they
could use a Captain like you. The
victinsg’ famlies have been waiting
for justice | onger than anyone.

Bl LLI NGS:
You really think I should take
this?

DONOVAN:
| do. Especially because you don’t
have a choice. 1It’s either this or

your shield. This is why it’s so
frustrating for ne to just sit
here, doing nothing. You're

getting a raw deal, in part because
you hel ped save soneone el se’s
pride.

Bl LLI NGS:

So what happens now?

DONOVAN:
You'll need to put in a request to
be reassigned to Cold Case.
Davenport wll grant the request,

and recommend you for pronotion to
Captain, at which time you will be
given the reins to the Cold Case
Di vi si on.

Bl LLI NGS
You know, |’ve always found it
interesting that when you're trying
to nove up the chain, and get
pronoted, the system noves

( MORE)
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CONTI NUED: 13.

Bl LLI NGS: (cont’ d)
incredibly slow. But boy, If you
fuck up, the bureaucrats fall in
line pretty quickly, and you get
noved fast.

DONOVAN:
Believe ne, | know. Just be gl ad
you're still on the city’s payroll
Bl LLI NGS
Do you think anyone will| suspect ?--
DONOVAN:
This portion of your file will have
restricted access to ne, and only
me. |If you ever want to vent about

bei ng noved, |et ne know.

Bl LLI NGS nods, sniffs. He gets up fromhis chair and goes
to | eave.

DONOVAN: (cont’ d)
And Sam you’'re not al one.

Bl LLI NGS
What do you nean?

DONOVAN:
There are plenty of guys in this
departnment who don’t have a choi ce,
just like you. They’' re making the
best of a bad situation, and doing
what they have to do to support
t hensel ves and their famles.
Pl enty of good cops that got a raw
deal, and you’'re one of them

Bl LLI NGS:
Thanks.

Bl LLI NGS | eaves the office.
| NT - COLD CASE DI VI SI ON - DAY

There are five desks, two of which are occupi ed by
Det ecti ves RYAN M TCHELL and HARRY FI TCH.

Bl LLI NGS enters the room
SUPER: Two Weeks Later

( CONTI NUED)
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14.

Bl LLI NGS
Is this everybody?
M TCHELL
Who are you?
Bl LLI NGS
| m Detective SamBillings. |’'m
the new CO for this division
FI TCH:
Shit--
Bl LLI NGS:

Yeah, shit’s right. \Were is
ever ybody?

FI TCH:
| think Charlie s out working a
case. | know Dave and Brock both

t ook vacation days--

Bl LLI NGS
Vacati on days? On the day that
they' Il be nmeeting their new

Capt ai n?

M TCHELL and FI TCH shrug.

Bl LLI NGS: (cont’ d)
Alright, get all of themon the
phone. Tell themthat we’'re having
a nmeeting in an hour, and that I
want a status update on the top
five cases that they’ re working
ri ght now.

M TCHELL and FI TCH pick up their phones and start dialing.

Bl LLI NGS: (cont’ d)
You might also want to tell them
that they have a new Commandi ng
Oficer. H's nanme is SamBillings,
and he’s been told that this is the
di vi si on where cases go to coll ect
dust and die. Sanmis being a real
hardass ri ght now because he wants
to make this unit one of the best
in the entire departnent, and he’s
got a reputation to uphold.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

M TCHELL
What reputation?

Bl LLI NGS:
" ma good cop, and ny unit is
going to be made up of good cops.

M TCHELL and FITCH wait for their calls to be

15.

answer ed.
FADE TO BLACK
ROLL CREDI TS.
THE END



