“The Fighter”

By Tracy Au

FADE IN:

EXT. A NIGHT CLUB – NIGHT

SHAWN is dancing with a girl.

The music lowers in volume.

DJ

Hey guys, it’s been a great night, but we’re closing now.  Don’t drink and drive, I’ll see you next time.

A group of ROBBERS come in and points their guns at the patrons.

ROBBER #1

 Get down with your hands on your head!

SHAWN starts throwing alcohol bottles at the ROBBERS.

The ROBBERS back away.

ROBBER #1 slips and falls.

They get hit by the bottles.

SHAWN is fighting off the ROBBERS.

SHAWN then leaves the club before the police arrive.

EXT. SHAWN is speed walking down the street and BANKS is chasing after him.

BANKS

 Hey, that was really impressive back there.

SHAWN

Thanks.

BANKS

Are you a boxer?

SHAWN

No.

BANKS

 I’m MASON BANKS.  I run this night club called the Vertex.  It’s a good place to party, but it’s where people place bets on the fighters to win.  You win; you get a cut of it.

SHAWN

Sounds fun.  I’ll drop by there sometime.

BANKS

How about tomorrow night?  I saw you fight in there and you can make $2000 in one night assuming you win.

SHAWN

How do I know you’re not running a scam?
BANKS

 You don’t.  Here’s my card and go to the address tomorrow night.  What’s your name?

SHAWN

SHAWN.

BANKS

SHAWN who?

SHAWN

Why is my last name important to you?

BANKS

It’s so that I can tell the bouncer who to put on the list and who to let in.

SHAWN

STILLER.

BANKS

  Tell the bouncer who you are and that BANKS referred you.  He’ll let you in and you can see how the fights go down.

BANKS’s cell phone rings and he checks it.  He closes it.

SHAWN

 Aren’t you going to answer it?
BANKS

 It’s not important.  Actually yeah it is, but I rather be talking to you. Seriously, come tomorrow night.  You don’t want to turn down a good opportunity to make good cash. What have you got to lose?

SHAWN

 Bling bling, but money ain’t the thing.

BANKS

 Yeah, it’s the only thing.  I’ll see you tomorrow at ten.

BANKS walks to his limo.

EXT. SHAWN’S APARTMENT BUILDING- DAY

SHAWN is in the shower.

Cut to SHAWN eating cereal.

There is a knock on the door.

Cut to the LANDLORD.

LANDLORD

Good afternoon SHAWN.  You know what time it is.

SHAWN

Uh, noon?

LANDLORD

It’s time for you to pay the rent.

SHAWN

Oh yeah, wait a moment.

SHAWN goes to his desk and pulls out some cash from an envelope and hands it to his LANDLORD.

LANDLORD

Thanks.  See ya.

SHAWN closes the door.

EXT. A CALL CENTRE BUILDING (SHAWN’S JOB)- DAY

SHAWN is sitting at a cubicle, wearing a headset.

SHAWN

Hello, I’m SHAWN STILLER calling on behalf of Consumer studies.  Let me assure you we’re not selling anything, we only have a few questions-

SHAWN presses a key on his keyboard.

SHAWN

Hello, I’m SHAWN STILLER-

EXT. THE VERTEX- NIGHT

Cut to SHAWN at the entrance of the VERTEX.

SHAWN

 Hi, I’m SHAWN STILLER.  BANKS referred me to fight.

BOUNCER

 Show me some ID.

SHAWN pulls out his wallet and shows his ID.

BOUNCER

 Go in.

SHAWN is led by BOUNCER #2 to BANKS’S office.

The VERTEX has a lot of people dancing and drinking.

Cut to BANK’S office and BANKS is sitting behind his desk.

BANKS

Hi Shawn, I’m glad you could make it.

SHAWN

Hey.

MIA enters.

MIA

 Can I get you anything?

SHAWN

Nothing, I’m only here for a short while.

BANKS

It’s on the house.

SHAWN

Then I’ll have a beer.

BANKS

Have a seat.

SHAWN sits down across the desk from BANKS.

BANKS

So how was your day?

SHAWN

Oh fine.  I did the usual thing of calling people to do surveys and having them hang up on me.

BANKS

 Well today I did my research on you and found out you were in a juvenile detention centre.

SHAWN

 Where did you get this from?  Those records are expunged.

BANKS

 Well I have access to them. There are ways and tricks to the trade.  It’s not about what you know, but who you know.  You stole a lot of cars.  You also got into a lot of fights while in the detention centre.

SHAWN

 They were in self defence.  Why do you want to know about my past?

BANKS

I want to know my fighters before I hire them.  I want to show you something.

BANKS and SHAWN go to the window and see 2 MEN in a cage fighting.  

BANKS

 If you win the fight, you get $2000.  On certain nights it can go up to $10 000.  You will always receive your pay in cash after each night you fight.

SHAWN

 And all I have to do is win the fight?

BANKS

 Yeah.  You will be fighting every Friday and Saturday night, sometimes during the week.  You will have to train with my trainers everyday.  It’s hard work, but great pay.

SHAWN

 I’m in.

BANKS

 Good.

MIA enters and hands SHAWN his drink.

SHAWN

Thanks.

BANKS 

Let me put my number on your phone.

SHAWN hands BANKS his cell phone.

BANKS puts his number in.

BANKS 

I will always call you to tell you when the fights are going to be.  Tomorrow you will have to be at Icon Gym at 8am for training.

BANKS hands SHAWN a business card.

EXT. ICON GYM

BANKS takes SHAWN to a boxing gym to train him to be his best fighter.

BANKS introduces his friends who are trainers and fighters. 

Cut to a montage of SHAWN training by jumping rope and hitting a punching bag.

Cut to later when SHAWN is drinking from his water bottle and sitting on the rooftop of the gym.  

BANKS comes up from behind.

BANKS

 From what I saw, you’ve been doing well.

SHAWN

 Thanks.

BANKS

 Have you ever thought of getting on a boat and sailing away from your life?

SHAWN

 No.

BANKS

 You get seasick?

SHAWN

 It’s not my idea of a fun time.

BANKS

 Then what is?  Going out to a mountain and snowboarding?

SHAWN

Staying in a nice cabin in the woods or at a beach house.

BANKS

You have a fight at the end of the week.  You have to be at the Vertex at nine.

EXT. THE VERTEX- NIGHT

Cut to the Vertex.  It is SHAWN’S first fight.

Cut to MIA at the bar.

MIA

Hi there, what I can get for you?

GUY

I’ll have an E.

MIA hands GUY a small bag from under the counter.

GUY slides bills on the counter to her.

MIA sees SHAWN walking in and heading towards the locker room.

SHAWN is in the locker room warming up by punching and bouncing on his feet.

MIA enters with a bottle of water.

MIA

 So are you ready to fight?

SHAWN

 As ready as ever.

MIA hands SHAWN the water. 

SHAWN

Thanks.

MIA

Is there anything else you would like?

SHAWN

No, I’m good. I’m SHAWN.

MIA

 Hi, I’m MIA.

They shake hands.

SHAWN

So how long have you been working here?

MIA

3 months.  Good pay and good tips.

SHAWN

 So I’m guessing that working as a bartender, you heard many pick up lines.
MIA 
Yes, several.
SHAWN

 What’s the worst line you ever heard?
MIA

 They say” Apples don’t fall too far from the tree, so I guess your mom must be pretty hot too.”
SHAWN

 Is your dad Tony the Tiger?  Because you’re grrreat!
MIA

 Is your dad a drug dealer, because you’re dope!
SHAWN

 Are you on Zoloft too?

MIA

 Are those real?
SHAWN

 Do you work at a bank?  Because you sure raised my interest!
MIA

 Do you want to see how many zeros I have on my pay check?
SHAWN

 I’m a necrophiliac; do you know how to play dead?
MIA

 Now, that’s just gross.  You win on that one.  I’ll see you out there, good luck.

MIA leaves.

Cut to SHAWN fighting a round and he wins.

Cut to the montage of SHAWN winning several fights over the next weeks.  Also show SHAWN getting hurt when he fights and sustaining injuries.               

EXT. THE VERTEX- DAY

SHAWN walks to BANKS office, but hears some talking, so he waits outside.

BANKS is in his office going through the books.

BANKS

Drug sales have been decreasing.

ALEX

And why is that?

BANKS

The buyers are getting arrested.  The regulars who come here for drugs aren’t here anymore.  I’ve even decreased the prices for the drugs, and they still aren’t selling.

ALEX

Maybe there is too much competition and we need to get rid of it.

BANKS

For now, I’m going back to real estate.  There’s an abandoned building at this address and you can burn down that place tonight.  I should be getting enough insurance to cover the loss in drug sales.

BANKS writes down the address and hands it to ALEX.

Cut to SHAWN outside, who overhears it. 

SHAWN (mouths)

Oh my god.

Cut back to ALEX and BANKS.

BANKS

Tell MIA we aren’t selling drugs at the bar anymore.  

Cut to outside the office where SHAWN is.

There is some noise that ALEX is walking towards the door so SHAWN backs away.

ALEX comes out to the hallway.

ALEX

Oh hey Shawn, what are you doing here?

SHAWN

I came to pick up my schedule.

ALEX 

Oh, okay.

Cut to MIA putting the glasses behind the counter at the bar.

ALEX

Hey MIA, we’re not selling drugs at the bar anymore.

MIA

Why not?

ALEX

We’re focusing on the fighters.

BANKS enters and walks towards ALEX.  

BANKS

ALEX.

ALEX

Yes?

They walk away together.

BANKS

I feel like the cops are on me.  Have you been doing the sweeps for hidden bugs and cameras.

ALEX

Yes, like every other day.

BANKS

I want you to do the sweeps every day.

ALEX

That’s pretty time consuming.

BANKS

Well I am paying you to do this job.  Tell the bouncers to be even more careful of who they let in.  Anyone who gets in has to be on the list.  No exceptions.
This is what happens prior to the fight that SHAWN didn’t win.

ALEX is coming onto MIA.  He is kissing her on the couch.

SHAWN sees them and walks away.

MIA

I have to watch SHAWN fight.

MIA is about to get up, but ALEX stops her.

ALEX

Wait, stay.  You’ve already seen him fight a million times before. 

They continue to kiss.

Cut to SHAWN losing a fight.

Cut to SHAWN entering BANKS office.

SHAWN

 BANKS?  You said you wanted to see me?

BANKS

 Yes SHAWN, please have a seat.

SHAWN sits down.

BANKS

 You lost a fight.

SHAWN

 I know, and I’m sorry.  I’ll train harder this time.

BANK

Or you can do something else.

SHAWN

 Take steroids?  I don’t do drugs.

BANKS

 I lost a lot of money when you lost.  You have to rob this address to pay me back.

SHAWN

 Why can’t you rob him?

BANKS 

Because I’m not responsible for you losing the fight, thus you losing money.

SHAWN

 You can’t expect me to rob his place.

BANKS

 You don’t even know him.  In fact he’s a drug dealer.  You’re stealing from a criminal.

SHAWN

 And if I rob him, what does that make me?

BANKS 

Under the eyes of the law, a criminal.  But really, SHAWN you already was one when I met you in the club.  Get the money tonight.

EXT. DRUG DEALER’S HOUSE

Cut to SHAWN robbing the DRUG DEALER’S house.  SHAWN is wearing a ski mask and gloves.  The DRUG DEALER fights SHAWN when he sees him.  SHAWN ends up stabbing him.

SHAWN is in shock.

Act break.

SHAWN runs out of there and drives away.  He is using his cell phone.

SHAWN 

Hello 911?  Yeah, I would like to report a break- in on Rodello Drive.  The address is 712 Rodello Drive.  Get an ambulance, a man has been stabbed.  (Hangs up.)

EXT. ICON GYM- DAY

SHAWN is running on a treadmill.

BANKS comes up to him with a newspaper.

BANKS

 Wow SHAWN, you got yourself onto the front page news.  Apparently you stabbed him.

SHAWN

 Is he dead?

SHAWN takes the newspaper from him.

BANKS

 No, he’s in stable condition due to an anonymous call to 911.  I assume it was you.

SHAWN

 Yeah and what of it?

BANKS

 Well if you did kill him, you would have gotten rid of the competition on the drug trade here in this city.  But at least you hurt him.

SHAWN

 I didn’t mean to.

BANKS

 Well you did.  You can move up the ranks and by being a cage fighter and a drug dealer.

SHAWN

You’re a career criminal.

BANKS

 I consider myself a business man.  You’re a career criminal yourself, making money off illegal cage fights.  Don’t go thinking you’re on higher moral ground than I am.  We’re one and the same.

SHAWN

 I quit.
BANKS

 And go where?  Where are you going to get a job where you can make thousands of dollars in a week?  Are you willing to give up your lifestyle?

SHAWN

 Yeah, I saved a lot of money and I can live off it.

BANKS 

Sure, go back and work at a call centre.  You’ll never get the respect and money like you got now.  What about all the friends you made here?  Are you going to walk away from all that?

SHAWN looks at BANKS.

BANKS

 When you do quit, give me a letter of resignation.  I’ll see you in the cage tonight.

EXT. POLICE STATION- DAY

SHAWN enters and goes to the front counter.

POLICE OFFICER

How can I help you?

SHAWN

I want to tell you that there is a drug dealing and illegal cage fighting going on in the club called the Vertex.

POLICE OFFICER looks at SHAWN.

Cut to SHAWN in an interrogation room.  It has a microphone and video recorder.

CROW enters and takes a seat across the table from him.

CROW

Hi, I’m Detective CROW.  Thanks for coming forward.  We need you tell us everything since you met MASON BANKS for the first time.  Would you like a lawyer present?

SHAWN

No, I’m good.

CROW

Shall we begin?

SHAWN

Yes.

CROW turns on the video recorder.

SHAWN

It was about two months ago when I first met MASON BANKS.  He saw me get into a fight at a bar and he offered me $2000 to be a fighter.

Cut to later when time has passed.

SHAWN

I told him I wanted to quit, and then he said “When you do quit, give me a letter of resignation.  I’ll see you in the cage tonight.”  So then I came to you and here I am telling my story.

CROW

Is there anything else you would like to add?

SHAWN

No.

CROW turns off the video recorder.

SHAWN

So what happens now?

CROW

You go back to the Vertex tonight and you get ready to fight.  A whole SWAT team will come at 10pm and bust down the club.  We’ll pretend to arrest you. 

SHAWN

So you’re going to arrest all the patrons there and not just BANKS?

CROW

Yes, being there is perpetrating a crime.

SHAWN

But wait, BANKS targets young men who don’t have much family or money.  They’re at a disadvantage.  They only become fighters because they can’t make a lot of money elsewhere.  You shouldn’t arrest them.

CROW

 We are allowed to make a choice; they chose to become illegal cage fighters for a crime lord.  One more thing, why did you decide to turn yourself and BANKS in?

SHAWN

 I realized that “illegal cage fighter” doesn’t look good on my resume.  I’ll do retail, call centres and go back to school.  But really, it’s so I can look at myself in the mirror.

EXT. THE VERTEX- NIGHT

The POLICE raid the Vertex.

The SWAT TEAM charges in and points guns at the PATRONS.

SWAT TEAM

Get down on the ground!

All the PATRONS get on the ground.

Cut to COP #1 closing the police van’s door on the Vertex PATRONS.

Cut to CROW putting MIA in the back of his police car and SHAWN is there.

CROW enters his police car.

CROW

Well that’s the last of them.  However, BANKS and ALEX and some other guys aren’t there.  It’s still a good job guys.

SHAWN

What?

CROW

Oh you don’t know.

MIA

I’m an undercover cop.  I’ve been working against BANKS for a few months now.  It was hard to get evidence against him.  I couldn’t wear a wire or hide a camera or bug in the club because they checked really thoroughly.  It’s a good thing you came to us SHAWN.  Now we have another person to testify against him- when we find him.

CROW

 We couldn’t really do anything because there isn’t any evidence.  All the evidence we had are circumstantial.
SHAWN

So where do you think BANKS is?

CROW 

If he or ALEX tries to take a plane, we’ll catch them.  They’re most likely still in the city.  If he contacts you two, you call me.

EXT. UNDERGROUND PARKING LOT- DAY

MIA is walking towards her car.  Her cell phone rings.

MIA

Hello?

ALEX

MIA, it’s me.

MIA

ALEX?  Where are you?

ALEX

Right behind you.

MIA turns around and ALEX punches her in the face.

MIA and ALEX fight.

ALEX puts a cloth over her mouth.

MIA is unconscious and ALEX handcuffs her hands behind her back.

A BLACK VAN pulls up and MIA is thrown in there.

Cut to MIA waking up.  She is chained up and hanging from the ceiling. 

ALEX

Well, well, look who finally woke up.

MIA starts struggling with her chains.

ALEX

I see that you were bailed out of jail and now you are all chained up.  It’s like going from one prison to another.  

MIA

Get me down from here!  Why are you doing this?

ALEX 

Because you’re an undercover cop.

MIA

What makes you think that?

ALEX

I know you’re a cop.  You were good.  I didn’t suspect it until there seemed to be a lot of customers who bought the drugs, later end up getting arrested after they left the Vertex.  The cops didn’t arrest the customers who only bought alcohol.  Sure they pulled them over to make sure they weren’t drinking and driving.  But the customers who bought alcohol kept coming back while the drug customers kept steadily decreasing.  This didn’t seem to occur until you started working at the Vertex.

ALEX starts feeling MIA up by putting his hand underneath her shirt.

MIA

Stop it!

ALEX 

I needed to make sure you weren’t wearing a wire.

BANKS comes in.

BANKS

Hey ALEX, it’s ready, let’s go.

MIA

Wait, what about me?

BANKS

Sorry honey, we can’t take you.  I just wanted to tie you up to get some revenge on you betraying me.  Look, I’ll call your cop friends when I’m at a safe distance, or when someone finds you.  Whichever comes first.

EXT. POLICE STATION

CROW and SHAWN are at CROW’S desk.

CROW

BANKS and ALEX can’t take planes because the plane companies are on the lookout for them.

SHAWN

What about private jets?  I don’t know if they have them.

CROW

There aren’t any private jets at the airport.

SHAWN

If they can’t take planes…then how about the Greyhound?

CROW

We have posters already and cops at the Greyhound station.  Still no word.  

CROW looks at watch.

CROW

MIA is supposed to be here an hour ago; it’s not like her to be late.

SHAWN

That’s it; I’m calling her again even if it is to leave another message. 

SHAWN dials his cell phone.

Cut to ALEX and BANKS getting on a boat with some of his henchmen.  ALEX looks at MIA’S phone.

ALEX

It’s SHAWN.  I should take this.

BANKS

Make it short.

ALEX (on phone)

Oh hey SHAWN.

SHAWN

ALEX?  Why do you have MIA’S phone?

ALEX

She left it at my place.  Are you out on bail?

SHAWN

Yeah.  My landlord bailed me out.

Cut to SHAWN grabbing a pen and paper.  He writes down “IT’S ALEX” and shows it to CROW.

SHAWN

So where’s MIA?

ALEX

She’s kind of tied up right now.

SHAWN

Where are you?

ALEX

Well I can’t really tell you until I’m there.

A boat blows its horn and there are seagulls chirping.

SHAWN

Why not?

ALEX

Look SHAWN, after that police raid, I can’t really trust anyone.

BANKS

Hang up the phone.

ALEX

Well I’ll call you when I see MIA okay?  Bye.

ALEX hangs up.

Cut back to the POLICE STATION.

CROW

What did he say?

SHAWN

He said he doesn’t know where MIA is.  I heard seagulls chirping and boat horn.

CROW 

They must be at the harbour right now.

CROW grabs his coat and he walks and tells the other COPS.

CROW

MIA has been kidnapped.  BANKS and ALEX are at the docks, let’s move!

CROW and the COPS are running out the entrance.

Cut to CROW entering his police car and SHAWN gets in the front seat.

CROW

SHAWN, get out of here!

SHAWN

I want to help; I can find MIA and catch BANKS and ALEX.  Let’s go!

CROW

Buckle up!

CROW drives.

Cut to police boats and a helicopter surrounding BANKS’S boat.

CROW (on a megaphone)

Put your hands up where I can see them!

Cut to BANKS, ALEX and HENCHMEN getting arrested.

SHAWN and MIA are watching BANKS and ALEX enter the police car.

MIA

Well it looks like they’re going to be in jail for a long time.  Did I thank you for saving me back there?

SHAWN

Yeah, this is like the tenth time.

MIA

Do you want to be a cop?

SHAWN (laughs)

Do they let guys who’ve been to juvenile hall and an illegal cage fighter become cops?

MIA 

Well maybe they’ll let a guy who helped arrest a kingpin who sells drugs, hold illegal cage fights and burn down buildings.

SHAWN

I may have to go to jail for working for BANKS.  If I’m acquitted of that, I may go to jail for stabbing that drug dealer.

MIA

You may be acquitted of that because he survived.

SHAWN

So what are you doing tonight?

MIA

Paperwork.

SHAWN

And dinner?

MIA

Sure.

MIA and SHAWN kiss.

MIA

I thought you were a fighter, not a lover.

SHAWN

I can be both.

They kiss.

Camera pan up to the sky as cop cars are driving away. 

FADE OUT. 
