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SUPER OVER BLACK: NORTH CAROLI NA, 1955
FADE | N:

EXT. SOVE CHURCH - DAY

A nmenorial service, everything is quiet and peaceful. Al
eyes are |ocked on the picture of a very young girl, fixed
on the table in front of the priest.

Around thirty people in the church, everyone is black, but
one white girl. Md thirties, she | ooks devastated, ful

bl ack dress, sits next to the dead girl’s nother. She is
HELEN MANDS

Wthin her palm another black and white photo, rubs it
gently with her fingers.

In that photo we see Helen and a black girl, in sports track
outfits, celebrating alongside, in the mddle of a stadium

FADE TO BLACK
SUPER OVER BLACK: FI VE YEARS LATER
FROM THE BLACK WE HERE

DAVKINS (V. Q)
Three chanpi onshi ps, three Pan Am
records. | really mss those days
you know.

HELEN (V. O.)
You're not the only one.

FADE | N:

I NT. COLLEGE - PRINCI PAL’S OFFI CE - DAY

Hel en Mands, curly hair, athletic body, stares
apprehensively at the trophy stand. Around fifteen smnall
ones on the lower row, another three at the top. On the wal
next to the stand, black and white photos of her younger
self, gold nedalist on the podium

DAVKI NS (50s), seated behind his desk, snokes cigar. Looks
i ke he’s daydream ng

DAVKI NS
You were the goddess of the dream
mle girl. Still don’t know why you

didn't stay.



HELEN
Stay and do what exactly? Mst of
those young girls out there are
nore cheerl eaders than track
at hl etes.

DAVKI NS
That’ s not true. You know, Perkins
is just five seconds off your own
record.

Hel en shakes head.

HELEN
Yeah, Perkins..
DAVKI NS
All 1’"msaying, is to give her a

chance.
Hel en turns abruptly, smrks.

HELEN
Thank you for your tine Mster
Dawki ns, always a pl easure.

Dawki ns nods, | ooks di sappoi nted. Helen retires.

EXT. COLLEGE - TRACK - AFTERNOON

Sun slowy disappears. Few athletes still run along the
synthetic track surface, fight against exhaustion.

Hel en, alone in the stands, tiny notebook in hand, takes
notes every now and then. She does not | ook inpressed by any
of the athletes around the track.

A group of three girls draws her attention. PERKINS (20),
bl onde, sexy, is the |leading female of that group.

Qutside | ane, graceless AKINA (20), African-Anerican, skinny
top with nmassive strong | egs, worn out track shoes, follows
Per ki ns’ steady but non-spectacul ar pace.

Per ki ns kicks hard for the first time, explodes forward, the
other two girls fromher group struggle really hard to hold
on to her.

Aki na responds, |ooks |Iike she accepts Perkins chall enge.

Hel en knits her brows, |ooks intrigued, focuses on Akina's
| ong and cl unsy stride.



Into the back straight, Perkins is twenty neters away from
her teammates, |eads Akina just by two.

Just before the finish line, Akina slows down.
Perkins finishes. Stops. Cel ebrates.
Aki na | owers pace, goes on for another round.

The other two girls cross the finish line, catch up with
Per ki ns, congratul ate her. Yes, she is the star.

Coach DI CKI NSON (50s), | ooks much ol der than she really is,
approaches the girls. She is cal mand inpressed.

Hel en scratches her head, gets up, |ooks ready to | eave. Her
eyes dart back and forth between Akina and her notebook.

Every single athlete on the track retires. Not Akina though.
She keeps on runni ng.

Perki ns and her friends stare at Akina, munble, |augh
[ oudl y.

The girls wal k away, Helen rushes away too.

Near the track exit, ANDY (60s), African-Anerican, bunch of
keys in hand, respectfully salutes Hel en.

ANDY
Good evening Ms Mands.

HELEN
Andy! How s the fam|ly?

ANDY
Everything is great Ms Mnds,
t hanks for asking.

HELEN
Stop calling ne that, for you I'm
j ust Hel en!
Andy | owers head.
HELEN
Ni ght shift again?
ANDY
No, not really, I’mjust here for

AKi na.



HELEN
VWho' s Aki na?

Andy poi nts towards Akina.

HELEN
You know her?

Andy nods in affirmation.
HELEN

Wiy doesn’t she train with the
other girls?

Andy sm rks.

ANDY
Did you mss the fact that she’'s
bl ack?

HELEN
So? My best friend back in the
day- -

ANDY
Coach Dickinson is no Hel en Mands
M s Hel en.

Hel en shakes head in disgust.

HELEN
(munbl i ng)
Hail the master race..

Andy frowns.
Hel en stares at AKki na.

HELEN
Wl |, she | ooks fast.

ANDY
She doesn’t dream of w nning, she
trains for it. However, no one ever
gave her the chance to prove it.

Aki na ki cks hard once again, we see a trenendous increase in
her pace. Her face remai ns expressionl ess, determ ned
nevert hel ess; her stride | ooks precise, professional.

Hel en’ s eyes bul ge, checks her pace, |ooks stunned, narvels.



HELEN
(munbl es)
Real | y? That’s very interesting.
ANDY
Twenty years, never seen such a raw
talent..
HELEN

Have a good ni ght Andy.

ANDY
Good ni ght Ms Hel en.

Hel en wal ks away, stops before the track exit.

Hand into her pocket, gets out the photo we saw at the
menorial service. Rubs it softly with her fingers.

Her gaze is cold. Turns, flicks glances at AKkina.

Aki na crosses the finish line, doesn’'t look tired at all.
She sl ows down, backs down to a sl ower pace.

Hel en di sappears.

BEG N MONTAGE

A) INT. COLLEGE - PRINCI PAL’ S OFFI CE - DAY

Hel en slans a paper file onto the desk. Dawkins, seated,
exam nes the file. Ecstatic, rubs his face. Looks
i ndeci si ve, skeptical.

Hel en, arms crossed onto her chest, strong and resol ute,
stares at Dawkins.

Dawki ns gets up, shakes her hand. Looks |ike they have an
agreenent .

B) EXT. AKINA' S HOUSE - DAY

Hel en stands hesitant in front of the door. Stares at the
house, which | ooks ready to collapse, |like a typhoon just
passed by.

The nei ghbors eye Hel en curiously. Her white skin nmakes her
feel utterly unwel cone.

Door opens, Akina' s father and Hel en share a rare nonent
w t hout words. He invites her inside.



C) EXT. COLLEGE - FOOTBALL FIELD - DAY

The field is split in half; white players on the left, black
ones on the right.

Hel en approaches one of the black coaches. She has a
whi spering chat with him

The coach, shocked face, conpresses smle. Shakes head.
Looks |i ke they have a deal.

A handshake foll ows.

END OF MONTAGE

EXT. COLLEGE - TRACK - DAY
Aki na, grave, track suit, |aces her new shoes.
Hel en, serious, strict, is all over her, gives advice.

Di cki nson on the other side of the track, Perkins next to
her, faces full of arrogance, flick glances at Hel en.

Per ki ns and her teammates start their run.

Aki na | aunches away. Al ongsi de her, another black mal e
athl ete around twenties. He doesn’'t | ook |like a pure
sprinter, but nore like a football player.

After the first hundred neters, the young nale gets in front
of Aki na, continuously changes his pace. He | ooks fast.

Aki na forces herself in and out of the inside |ane.
Struggles with the guy’ s pace changi ng.

She goes for the outside, the guy gets in front. Akina tries
the inside. He shuts the door. Repeat.

One lap is al nost conplete. Helen nods both of themto stop.
They get close to her. Orders given and affirned.

A new | ap. Sane procedure.

Akina and the nale athlete are touching and battling all the
way around the track. He nuscles her out of the inside |ane
repeat edl y.

Hel en’ s face | ooks so serious.

Perkins is in a hot | ap, passes by Hel en, | ooks strong,
fast, determ ned. Hel en does not | ook inpressed.



FADE TO BLACK
SUPER OVER BLACK: REGQ ONAL TRI ALS
FROM THE BLACK VE HEAR:

The sports caster’s voice (SPORTSCASTER ONE), so boring,
sl ow as hell.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
Ni net een awesone femal es,
fast, beautiful, confident.
Ready for the Pan Ams. Perkins
i s unguestionably our star, no
way she | oses this one.

FADE | N:

EXT. COLLEGE - TRACK - DAY

Twenty femal e runners behind the start |ine, Perkins and her
teamnmates at the front, inside | ane, Akina |ast one at the
back behind every other white girl.

They are ready to go.
SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)

| just hope that negro at the back
runs a solid first lap. She will do

t he pace making for Perkins, | just
don’t know why they chose her to do
t he j ob.

Of they go.

Per ki ns | aunches away, the rest follow Akina is |ast.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
(sl ow boring voice)
And they’'re on their way. Perkins
is out there first, but that was
expected | guess.

Perkins’ pace is nediocre, rest of the girls stay close to
her. They don;t dare to chall enge her.

Hel en | ooks pretty calm focuses on AKi na.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q.)
No doubt our girl will take this
one. And no need for a black rabbit
what soever .



First lap is al nost done. Perkins increases pace.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
There she i s, Perkins shows her
strength. It’s dom nation tine.

Second | ap, Perkins and her two team mates break away from
the rest, just two other girls stay close.

Hel en rai ses her arm Akina eye-checks.

Aki na increases pace, gets through the girls at the back,
cl oses on the | eadi ng group.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
(sarcasm
Oh, there she is, that negro thinks
she can run the whole mle. Laugh
al ong peopl e!

Perkins holds on to her pace. Down the back straight, just
her two team nates follow her cl ose.

Just two girls stick with her pace, a few neters away.

Aki na gets behind the five girl-1leading group. The two of
t hem see her, nove al ongsi de each other, try to box her out.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
Look at those girls, touching and
battling. You can’t get through, go
all the way around you idiot!

Aki na goes for the outside, stays away the duo.

She snpkes them effortless. Kicks hard for a nonent, closes
up on the three front runners.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
(vivid)
Perkins | ooks so strong and
heal thy, | ook at her at the front!
She is our chanpi on!

Third | ap, Perkins in front, her team mates behind her over
a line, Akina at the back.

Rest of the field, is nowfifty nmeters behind.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
Two hot |aps and now we will see
Perkins’ true strength! W all know
how good her group is, but Perkins



SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
is no match for anyone at the hone
strai ght.

Per ki ns’ team mates shoot worries | ooks at the back, notice
Aki na hol ding on to them

They nove side by side, block Akina from going through.
Wth a little nore than a lap to go, Perkins goes away.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
Per ki ns steans away! She is going
for hone!

Wth Perkins having a five neters |ead over the rest three
girls, Helen nods Akina to break away too.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
Those girls are giving Perkins a
big start. They can’t hold on to
her.

Aki na goes for the outside, Perkins’ team mates nove in
front of her fast. They give everything.

Aki na closes on the inside, we see a trenendous pick up in
her pace, she gets through quite easily.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
Who woul d have thought. That bl ack
girl does not suck after all.

The bell rings. Perkins starts the final |ap.
Aki na cl oses on her fast. None of the two | ooks gassed.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
Final |ap, Perkins provides sone
serious pace here. This in not
gonna be a slow last lap and this
is gonna suit Perkins no doubt.

Aki na noves next to Perkins, they both run fast.
SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
Everyone below four thirty will get
t hrough, but | cannot i magi ne that
negro wll do it.

Down the back straight, Perkins and Akina are still head to
head. No one junps in front.

Aki na stares at Hel en who remai ns expressionl ess.



10.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
Perkins is going down the back
straight, but she is unable to
shake that Akina girl.

Last corner, Perkins on the inside, Akina on the outside.
Hel en rai ses both arns.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
Com ng down the home straight,
Perkins is about to nake the first
nmove, and we’'ll soon see who's
gonna crack.

Perkins steps on it, AKkina responds.
They' re still side by side.
SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
What the hell is this? That negro
is all over Perkins.
Di cki nson | ooks furious, nods in despair towards Perkins.

Per ki ns gives everything left in her, she |ooks in panic.

Hone straight, Perkins takes the lead by a nmeter, Helen
shakes her raised hands.

Aki na noves on the inside | ane, just behind Perkins.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
Thank God! Perkins bl ew her off!

Aki na doesn’t look willing to even try a pass on Perkins,
just sticks close to her.

Perkins crosses the finish line, Akina follows shortly
after.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
A great win for Perkins and an
i npressive tine for her, four
m nutes, twenty two seconds and
she’s in the Pan Am fi nal s!

Di cki nson runs towards Perkins, cel ebrates.
Hel en approaches Aki na, hugs her tight.

Di ckinson flicks glances at Akina, |like she knows she could
do even better.



11.

SPORTSCASTER ONE (V. Q)
Ch ny dear God! Helen Mands is
coaching that black girl? No
surprise she is going to the Pan Am
finals too, with al nost the sane
time as Perkins.

CUT TGO

EXT. SOVE TRACK - DAY

The stadiumis full of people, eighty percent white on the
nost part of the stands, twenty percent black stacked at the
cor ner.

The race i s on.

A professional sportscaster (SPORTSCASTER TWO), voice ful
of excitenent --

SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q.)
Perkins is the favorite, never
m ssed a fifteen hundred. Abrahans
has come here with an inpressive
time, but our eyes are fixed on
Aki na who had Perkins at her sights
for the nost of the prelimnary.

ABRAHAMS (20s) in the | ead, Perkins and Akina just behind
her, everyone else follows short.

SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q)
I nteresting question is who's gonna
| ead, there are no natural front
runners here. Perkins’ coach
D cki nson denmanded for an
incredibly fast paced first two
| aps, so ny guess is Abrahans w ||
| ead.

The pace is fast. The girls look |ike spreading all over the
track.

SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q)
But if it comes down to the fina
kick, and the three girls are

al ongsi de, Akina can take it, and |
woul d favor her over the rest. She
is coached by the | egendary Hel en
Mands after all, queen of the kick
down.

Third | ap, Abrahans steps on it.



12.

SPORTSCASTER TWOD (V. Q)
Abr ahans stretches them away,
Per ki ns and Aki na | ook extrenely
strong, the rest are now under
pressure.

Per ki ns and Aki na respond.

SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q)
There is a serious ejection of
pace, Abrahans | eads, Perkins and
Aki na sense the danger. They have
to stick close to her. Rest of the
field can’t quite go.

Abr ahans, flat out, struggles to break away.

SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q.)
Abr ahanms shoul d have broken PerKkins
and Akina by now, | don’t think she
can take it at the end if the other
two are so cl ose behind her.

Abrahans fails to break away from Perkins and Aki na. She
| ooks gassed.

SPORTSCASTER TWD (V. Q.)
Down on the back straight, the gold
medal for the dreammnmile is up for
grabs for everyone.

Per ki ns gl ances Di ckinson, Akina stares at Hel en.

Bot h Di cki nson and Hel en screamtowards their athletes. None
of themlistens to their screans.

SPORTSCASTER TWOD (V. Q)
Hundred neters to the bell. The
penul ti mate | ap, decision tine.
Who' s gonna go first.
Com ng down the back straight, Perkins attacks Abrahans.
SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q)
Perkins is putting her foot down.
At t acks!
Aki na responds, stays on Perkins’ shoul der.
Per ki ns and Aki na steam around Abrahans.

The bell rings. Final |ap.



13.

SPORTSCASTER TWD (V. Q)
Dear Jesus! Two fifty six! Inside
the Pan Amrecord tenpo!

Per ki ns and Akina are on the lead. They’'re running flat out.

SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q)
Per ki ns ki cks away, Akina in
second.

Perkins is on a neter | ead over AKkina.

SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q.)
She can al nost taste success. She’'s
going for gold. One neter clear,
two neters clear, is she going to
maintain it?

A three neter | ead.

SPORTSCASTER TWOD (V. Q)
This is what she’s practicing all
season, and this is what she’s been
wai ting for.

The gap between the two | ocks at three neters.

SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q)
Akina is in pursuit. She will not
give in.

Sane gap, sane speed.

SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q.)
Akina is still there. She’s not
able to narrow the gap yet but now
she’ s com ng back.

Aki na cl oses the distance.

SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q.)
Wth two hundred neter to go, it’s
Per ki ns agai nst Aki na. Akina | ooks
so strong, Perkins breaths heavily.

Aki na gets just behind Perkins.
SPORTSCASTER TWD (V. Q)
Perkins has to dig deep. She’'s
struggling! She can’'t hold off to
Aki na’ s chal | enge.

Aki na changes gear. Her face turns angry, enraged.



14.

The sportscaster’s tone and manner change, it’'s pretty
obvi ous who he supports.

SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q)
Yes! the chanp is in despair. Has
Akina the | egs we think she has? Go
for it girl! Go for it!

Aki na noves to the outside.

SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q.)
Perkins may have attacked a little
too late, Akina is the fastest
sprinter | believe.

Perkins noves a bit to the outside, tries to push Akina out
of | ane.

SPORTSCASTER TWD (V. Q.)
Hundred and fifty to go, the race
is on, it’s Akina versus PerKkins.

Perkins | ooks in despair.

SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q)
Perkins is pushing hard throughout
the race, but there is still a
shadow behi nd her and that shadow
is in the formof our girl, our
beaut y!

Aki na kicks hard for the first tine. Steans into the | ead.
Hel en munbl es, smles. She knows Akina will take this.

SPORTSCASTER TWD
The race is on folks. The battle
bet ween the big two. AKkina
|l eads for the first tine.

Hundred neters to go. Akina has a three neters | ead over
Per ki ns.

SPORTSCASTER TWOD (V. Q)
Aki na ki cks hard again, and the gap
wi deni ng on Per ki ns.

Perkins struggles really hard to follow. Akina flies to the
home straight.

SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q)
Perki ns has no answer. Akina is
going for honme! This is gonna be an
enphatic victory.



15.

Aki na on the honme straight, ten neters away from PerKkins.

SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q.)
Once Aki na changed the gear, she
snoked Perkins. Over her own
favorite di stance!

Once silent, the black crowd expl odes.
Hel en screans her guts out in excitenent.

HELEN
Go! Go!

SPORTSCASTER TWOD (V. Q)
It’s all over! Akina |ooks so
strong! Perkins can’'t even hold on
to her!
The gap between the two grows.
Aki na crosses the finish line, first!
SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q.)
Three fifty nine eighty nine! An
amazi ng under four mnute run! What
a race!
Perkins is second, instantly approaches Akina.
Handshakes her.
SPORTSCASTER TWO (V. Q)
What an incredible run from Aki na,
t he Pan Am chanpi on!
Di ckinson is in shock, renmains speechl ess.

Akina smles, her first smle ever.

Hel en smiles ear to ear, kisses her bel oved photo.

FADE QUT.



