The Dark Knight Returns

Based on Batman created by Bob Kane

Screenplay written by Austin Maggs

FADE IN:

WARNER BROS. LOGO

The logo is part black and part gray

FADE TO:

LEGENDARY PICTURES LOGO

The logo is part black and part gray.

FADE TO:

DC COMICS LOGO

The logo is part black and part gray.

FADE TO:

FLIPPING COINS

Several replicas of Dent’s coins are shown flipping and the bat shadow moves closer and closer to the screen.

CUT TO:

INT. ARKHAM ASYLUM – NIGHT

The camera pans through Arkham’s secured wing where the deadliest criminals are locked up behind heavily secured doors. The camera stops and zooms in slowly through The Joker’s window.

CUT TO:

INT. JOKER’S CELL – NIGHT

The Joker is shown lying on a small cot inside his cell where several newspaper articles about his crimes and Batman’s heroics cover the small narrow walls. The Joker is wearing an orange prison jumpsuit and has his green hair and makeup on. He is laughing hysterically while reading an article about the mysterious disappearance of Harvey Dent/Two-Face’s body.

THE JOKER:

(Saying to himself quietly and licking his lips)

He’s out there. Gotham knows it and they’ll find out soon.

CUT TO:

EXT. ARKHAM ENTRANCE GATE – NIGHT

Two guards armed with shotguns are shown walking around securing the gate. A mail delivery truck drives up toward the gate.

GUARD #1:

Isn’t it a little late for package deliveries?

GUARD #2:

That’s what I thought. 

The second guard approaches the white mail truck and we don’t see the guard’s face.

GUARD #2:

Excuse me, sir but there are no deliveries past four allowed here.

TRUCK DRIVER:

It’s really important, though. An inmate’s mom wanted to make sure he got this package.

GUARD #2:

What package?

A silent shot is heard and the second guard collapses. The first guard panics and tries to call for backup but the sniper guns him down from the tower.

CUT TO:

INT. GUARD TOWER – NIGHT

The guard presses on a large green button, opening the gate and allowing the mail drivers to drive in. 

TOWER GUARD:

(Speaking on a radio)

They’re in! Get ready!

CUT TO:

EXT. SLUMS – NIGHT

A car is shown parked in the dark and crime-filled slums near Arkham. The passengers in the parked car are two of The Joker’s henchmen dressed in purple trench coats and clown masks. They bring out a laptop and hack into the asylum’s surveillance system.

CUT TO:

INT. ARKHAM SURVEILLANCE ROOM – NIGHT

Two guards are sitting down drinking coffee and aren’t paying attention to the black and white colored monitors shutting off. 

CUT TO:

EXT. COURTYARD – NIGHT

The prison guard from the tower puts on a joker mask and fires his sniper rifle at four guards, gunning them down one by one. 

CUT TO:

INT. ARKHAM’S SECURED WING – NIGHT

The clown-masked mailman enters the secured wing with a silenced machine gun. He fires several automatic bursts, gunning down all guards in the secured wing.

CUT TO:

INT. JOKER’S CELL – NIGHT

The Joker stares through his window and sees the guards falling dead.

THE JOKER:

(Counting)

One…

CUT BACK TO:

INT. ARKHAM’S SECURED WING – NIGHT

The mailman places a small box wrapped in birthday paper outside The Joker’s door.

CUT TO:

INT. JOKER’S CELL – NIGHT

The Joker steps back a few feet.

THE JOKER:

(Counting)

Two…

CUT BACK TO:

INT. ARKHAM’S SECURED WING – NIGHT

The box explodes, causing The Joker’s door to collapse. The Joker than walks out slowly, licking his lips.

THE JOKER:

(Finishing counting)

Three!

MAILMAN HENCHMAN:

We got you a way out!

THE JOKER:

Surely you brought me a weapon.

MAILMAN HENCHMAN:

Yes I did!

The Joker’s henchman hands him an automatic 9mm pistol with an extended clip. 

MAILMAN HENCHMAN:

We have a way out for you, Joker.

THE JOKER:

(Shaking his head in disagreement)

Yeah but I prefer this way out.

The Joker fires three rounds into his henchman. The Joker than laughs hysterically.

THE JOKER:

Don’t be so slow next time, my boy!

The Joker slowly walks and dances down the hallway while prisoners make chants and beg him to let them go.

THE JOKER:

(Screaming at the inmates)

Next time!

CUT TO:

INT. WAYNE’S APARTMENT – DAY

Bruce Wayne is sitting at his dinner table, eating breakfast before going to work. Alfred comes inside and delivers Bruce his newspaper.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Here we are, Master Bruce, another boring issue of Gotham’s news.

BRUCE WAYNE:

Thanks, Alfred!

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Lucius called and he wants to know if you are going to RSVP for his birthday party.

BRUCE WAYNE:

Of course! Tell him that I’ll be more than happy to arrange a dinner party for him.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Will do, sir!

Bruce reads a newspaper with a headline reading, “Killer Clown Escapes.” Bruce than turns the page and reads an article about a wealthy philanthropist and businesswoman named Selena Kyle moving into Gotham.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Master Bruce, I answered a phone call asking if you were interested in an interview with Mike Engel today at GCN station. 

BRUCE WAYNE:

What does he want to interview me for?

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

It’s for a celebrity edition for his show. He does it once a month and he would love to interview you.

BRUCE WAYNE:

I think I can squeeze it into my schedule.

CUT TO:

INT. ARKHAM ASYLUM – DAY

Commissioner Gordon and Detective Harvey Bullock have arrived to Arkham Asylum to investigate The Joker’s breakout. 

PRISON WARDEN:

Thank you for coming, Commissioner. We didn’t see this happening. 

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

I actually figured he would have broken out sooner.

PRISON WARDEN:

What makes you say that?

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

He took over half of Gotham’s crime families. I’m surprised they didn’t help him sooner.

DETECTIVE HARVEY BULLOCK:

I think they were afraid to break him out.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

Why?

DETECTIVE HARVEY BULLOCK:

I know about him offing partners in the middle of crimes. That’s why they were afraid and took too long. They knew he would get out sooner or later so they gave in.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

He is the most feared criminal in Gotham’s history since Falcone. 

DETECTIVE HARVEY BULLOCK:

I honestly think his goons are gonna have hell to pay later.

CUT TO:

 INT. BAR – DAY

Three mob bosses Chucky Sol, Buzz Bronski, and Boss Zucco are sitting at a table inside their bar protected by four guards armed with machine guns. Sol is tall and thin with gray hair and is wearing a dark blue suit. Bronski is large and dark skinned and is wearing a black and white suit with a top hat. Zucco is tall and thin with black hair and is wearing a gray suit.

BOSS ZUCCO:

I called you boys here today because we got to take action. There hasn’t been a sign of the bat since he put away The Joker; but now that Joker is out of jail, we have to do something about him.

CHUCKY SOL:

I know guys that can do The Joker for free.

BUZZ BRONSKI:

That won’t work because everyone we know, The Joker knows and has offered them a better price. 

BOSS ZUCCO:

What ideas can you two think of that can help us?

A coin is heard flipping. Zucco, Sol, and Bronski turn around with their pistols cocked back and they find Two-Face flipping a coin. The bosses are frightened by his horribly disfigured face and exposure of burnt flesh and bone.

CHUCKY SOL:

What the hell?

BOSS ZUCCO:

Dent?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

You three enjoy whining about The Joker and Batman, thinking of solutions to get rid of them both. I can help you with both of them. 

BUZZ BRONSKI:

You can’t kill The Joker or Batman!

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

Why do you say that?

BUZZ BRONSKI:

Because Batman hasn’t been around since he killed those cops and The Joker is probably hiding somewhere.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

You’re wrong about Batman killing those cops. I killed them!

CHUCKY SOL:

That’s crap!

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

It’s the truth is what it is. I’m going to punish them for you three but I’ll do it for two million.

BOSS ZUCCO:

You can kill them?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

Yes!

BOSS ZUCCO:

You’ve got one week to kill them both. We’ll give you half when you kill one of them and then we’ll give you the other half after you kill the other.

CHUCKY SOL:

I got a question for you, Harvey.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

What’s that, Chucky?

CHUCKY SOL:

How do you plan to bring Batman out of his cave?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

(Thinks)

By telling the truth.

BUZZ BRONSKI:

What truth?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

About who really killed those cops and Maroni.

CUT TO:

INT. WAYNE ENTERPRISES – DAY

Bruce Wayne and Lucius Fox are sitting in a meeting with their co-workers, discussing the future of Wayne Enterprises.

LUCIUS FOX:

Over the past year, we’ve been deducting projects in the applied science department. We’re going to terminate this department and use it to help finance in certain companies. 

FREDERICKS:

What’d you have in mind, Mr. Fox?

LUCIUS FOX:

Selena Kyle is looking to start a division of her company here in Gotham City. I think it would be best if we helped her fund her company.

REESE:

Why terminate the department? We were doing so well.

LUCIUS FOX:

We’re-

BRUCE WAYNE:

(Interrupting Fox)

The department is being investigated by police officials because they think the department had something to do with Batman. So until further notice, we’ve shut it down.

LUCIUS FOX:

Mr. Wayne is right. Now that’s all, gentlemen! Thanks for your input today.

Everyone leaves except for Fox and Bruce.

LUCIUS FOX:

We need to talk!

BRUCE WAYNE:

What do you need, Mr. Fox?

LUCIUS FOX:

Are you sure you want to go through with terminating the department? Gotham is worse since you stopped spelunking or base-jumping. Why did you stop, anyway?

BRUCE WAYNE:

Mr. Fox, I can’t continue to jeopardize your job or the company by continuing to base-jump. I mean it’s bad enough Reese already knows.

LUCIUS FOX:

Fair enough! Now are you sure you want to do business with Selena Kyle?

BRUCE WAYNE:

Yes, why?

LUCIUS FOX:

I hear she’s quite the companion to work with. 

CUT TO:

INT. HOTEL – NIGHT

Selena Kyle is average height and athletic with long red hair. She unzips her bag and reveals a whip and a black leather cat costume. She then dresses up, revealing her to be Catwoman.

CATWOMAN:

Time to play!

CUT TO:

EXT. BALCONY – NIGHT

Catwoman stands over the edge of the balcony and hops down to every balcony until she reaches the street. 

CUT TO:

EXT. STREETS – NIGHT

Catwoman runs through the wealthy part of Gotham City and into the dark shadows.

CUT TO:

EXT. BACK ALLY – NIGHT

Catwoman runs through the back ally and hears someone being mugged. She peaks behind a wall and sees a mugger being mugged by a menacing thug. Catwoman flings her whip around the mugger’s feet and drags him closer.

CATWOMAN:

You feel strong picking on helpless little women?

MUGGER:

What the hell do you want?

CATWOMAN:

Nothing!

Catwoman heel-stomps the mugger in his chest over and over again. He moans in pain and Catwoman disappears.

CUT TO:

INT. WAYNE’S CONDO – NIGHT

Bruce is sitting alone in his apartment with a loosened tie over his half buttoned shirt while watching the news. The news report shows Mike Engel giving a report about the latest in crime.

MIKE ENGEL:

(Speaking from the television)

Good evening, we apologize for interrupting your current programming. Gotham has gone through a 24-hour crime wave where a mugger was found viciously beaten and witnesses claim the vigilante was dressed like a cat, a bank robbery had taken place a few hours ago and two civilians were killed in the middle of the robbery, and the Arkham Asylum inmate only known as The Joker has just escaped from Arkham.

Bruce turns off the TV in shock and contemplates what to do. Alfred approaches Bruce.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Is there something wrong, Master Bruce?

BRUCE WAYNE:

The Joker escaped from Arkham last night. 

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

What does this mean for you?

BRUCE WAYNE:

Alfred, I don’t know what to do here. He’s going to continue what he started and put Gotham through his games like he did. He’s going to want to kill Gordon and Batman.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

You don’t have to worry about Batman, sir.

BRUCE WAYNE:

The Joker told me that Batman was someone that he can see fighting for the rest of his life. He’s going to do what it takes to bring Batman out of his cave and I’m the only one that can stop him. 

Bruce gets up and walks to his secret door. Alfred follows him.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Are you trying to bring The Joker back to prison for Gotham’s protection? Or are you going to kill him for Rachel?

BRUCE WAYNE:

What are you talking about, Alfred?

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Master Bruce, just remember that if you kill him, he’ll win.

Bruce doesn’t respond back and enters his base.

CUT TO:

INT. BATMAN’S BASE – NIGHT

Bruce enters the dark room and turns on the bright white lights and we see the batpod and the batmobile covered with sheets. A booth appears from the floor, Bruce walks toward it and opens it and finds the batsuit inside with all utilities and weapons. A minute goes by and Bruce is now changed into Batman. 

CUT TO:

EXT. GOTHAM CITY – NIGHT

The camera flies over Gotham and gets a good luck at the dark beautiful city.

CUT TO:

INT. BAR – NIGHT

Bronski is playing a game of pool but he sees his guards quickly pulled into the shadows.

BUZZ BRONSKI:

Hey, what is going on?

Bronski draws a 9mm handgun and looks around. One of Batman’s daggers flies and knocks Bronski’s gun out of his hand. Batman walks out of the shadows slowly and punches Bronski in the face over and over and slams his head into the pool table.

BATMAN:

Where’s The Joker?

BUZZ BRONSKI:

How would I know, man? We want him dead, just like we want you dead.

BATMAN:

What do you mean you want me dead?

BUZZ BRONSKI:

Earlier today, we hired someone to kill you and The Joker.

BATMAN:

Who did you hire?

BUZZ BRONSKI:

I’m not saying!

Batman grins and throws Bronski over the bar counter, face first into several glass bottles of alcohol. He walks over the counter and picks up Bronski and places him on his feet.

BATMAN:

(Angrily shouting)

Who did you hire?

BUZZ BRONSKI:

Someone who hates you both! We hired Dent.

BATMAN:

Who?

BUZZ BRONSKI:

We hired Harvey Dent!

BATMAN:

What’s this?

Batman finds a joker card placed on the bottle shelves. He finds that he is standing in alcohol and he hears a lighter flick. The Joker throws a lighter into the puddles of alcohol, lighting them to flames. Batman jumps out from the counter in the nick of time. Bronski is heard screaming while covered in hot flames. Batman looks up and sees The Joker twitching; licking is scarred mouth, and holding a shiny knife.

THE JOKER:

I told you that we would be fighting for a long time.

BATMAN:

What do you want?

THE JOKER:

(Walking toward Batman)

I want a lot of things. I want money, I want anarchy, and I want you dead.

(Chuckles)

I’m going to make sure I get all of that.

Batman tackles The Joker and they begin to fight. Batman smacks The Joker across the face with the back of his fist and then head butts him right in the forehead. The Joker is laughing hysterically.

THE JOKER:

You still are mad over your D.A. friend and your little girlfriend, eh? It was nothing personal, ya know?

BATMAN:

You ruined a hero’s life!

THE JOKER:

Wake up, Batty! He was no hero; he was a hypocrite of the justice system.

The Joker pulls out a small knife, unbeknownst to Batman. 

THE JOKER:

He wasn’t a white knight. He was a fake and you stood by and let him!

BATMAN:

You don’t know h-

The Joker impales the knife through Batman’s armor and before Batman can finish his sentence. The knife doesn’t work so The Joker kicks Batman between the legs.

THE JOKER:

I’ll make sure to attend your funeral.

The Joker dances and leaves the bar while it catches on fire, trapping Batman inside. Batman gets up and escapes through a glass window before the bar explodes. 

CUT TO:

EXT. SIDEWALKS – NIGHT

Batman gets up and tries to run. A siren is heard coming closer and closer. Batman turns around and sees a speeding police car coming toward him with Bullock as the driver. 

CUT TO:

INT. BULLOCK’S CAR – NIGHT

Bullock is on a radio and requests backup.

DETECTIVE HARVEY BULLOCK:

(Speaking on his radio)
This is Bullock I have spotted Batman! I repeat, I have spotted Batman at Main Street and I’m requesting backup.

DISPATCH:

Roger that, backup is on its way!

CUT BACK TO:

EXT. SIDEWALKS – NIGHT

Batman is running in a hurry while Bullock is trying to run him down with a car. Bullock begins firing his handgun through the window but Batman dodges the bullets. Batman turns into a dark back ally.

CUT TO:

EXT. BACK ALLY – NIGHT

Batman runs into the back ally and Bullock’s headlights brighten it. Bullock drives down the ally and continues to fire rounds at Batman. Batman stops running and throws a small amount of gunpowder at Bullock’s car, causing a distraction and causing him to crash into a wall. Batman climbs up the fire escape to get away from the police. 

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. GORDON’S OFFICE – NIGHT

Commissioner Gordon is working late in his office in an almost empty precinct. He looks up and finds Batman standing at the front of his desk.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

(Pointing his gun at Batman)

I hope you understand!

BATMAN:

I do! I just want to let you know that The Joker is continuing his old agenda and that you need to start a manhunt on him.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

How do you know this?

BATMAN:

I saw him tonight. He killed Bronski, too.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

Why would he do that?

BATMAN:

I don’t know. All I know is that Bronski told me that him and other bosses hired Dent to kill The Joker and me. 

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

That’s impossible, we saw Dent die. But that would explain his missing body. What do you-?

Batman vanishes before Gordon can finish his sentence. 

CUT TO:

INT. RESTAURANT – DAY

An exhausted Bruce Wayne appears at a restaurant to meet Selena Kyle for a lunch meeting.

BRUCE WAYNE:

(Shaking Selena’s hand)
Thanks for meeting me, Ms. Kyle!

SELENA KYLE:

The pleasure’s all mine! And please call me Selena!

BRUCE WAYNE:

(Smiles)

Fair enough.

Selena and Bruce sit down.

SELENA KYLE:

So tell me about your proposal, Bruce!

BRUCE WAYNE:

I want to help your company start. My partner Lucius and I are willing to invest $90,000,000 to help your company start at a good level.

SELENA KYLE:

That’s a generous offer. We can use the money to help with our research in cures for cancer.

BRUCE WAYNE:

If you’re looking for space to work on your cure, we have an empty department for you to move into if you’re interested.

SELENA KYLE:

That would be very helpful.

BRUCE WAYNE:

I’m sure you can understand this but we’ll give you three months to work in our department. If you show great progress by the end of your contract, we’ll extend it. Is that fair for you?

SELENA KYLE:

Absolutely! I just want to let you know that I don’t slack while working.

BRUCE WAYNE:

Good to know!

SELENA KYLE:

I actually should leave but I’ll give you my card if you need anything.

Selena hands Bruce her business card and leaves before Bruce can say bye.

CUT TO:

INT. ZUCCO’S MANSION – DAY

Boss Zucco is standing up looking outside is large window at the cloudy sky as rain pours down hard. 

BOSS ZUCCO:

(To himself)

It’s a shame that the bar burned and Buzz died inside. 

Zucco is startled by a loud bang. He turns around and finds his guard shot dead by Two-Face.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

I need a little assistance on the bounty for Batman.

BOSS ZUCCO:

What kind of assistance?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

I’m talking a small group of guys and some weapons.

BOSS ZUCCO:

Do what it takes!

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

Is that a yes?

BOSS ZUCCO:

That’s a yes!

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

Just remember that if try and double cross me, I will kill you. Are we clear?

BOSS ZUCCO:

Yes! Now whom are you going to kill first for me?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

(Showing Zucco his coin)

Heads: Batman, tails: The Joker.

Two-Face flips his coin and it lands on tails. 

BOSS ZUCCO:

I’ll have a small group of men ready for you tonight.

CUT TO:

INT. BAT BASE – DAY

Bruce is sitting down at a surveillance desk, listening to Zucco and Two-Face’s conversation.

BRUCE WAYNE:

(To himself)

He is alive!

Alfred quickly enters the base. 

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Sir, you might want to turn on channel 2!

Bruce turns on his television and turns to channel 2 where Mike Engel is interviewing Detective Bullock.

MIKE ENGEL:

(Speaking from the television)

Good afternoon, I’m Mike Engel, standing by Detective Harvey Bullock. 

(To Bullock)

Detective Bullock, you said that you had a message for Gotham Citizens, correct?

DETECTIVE HARVEY BULLOCK:

(Speaking from the television)

Yes, Mike that’s correct. The Mayor has just issued a five million dollar bounty for whoever brings in Batman dead or alive. 

MIKE ENGEL:

(Speaking from the television)

In case no one knew this, Batman has made a return to the streets of Gotham and was seen last night for the first time in over a year.

Bruce turns off the television and Alfred stares at him.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Batman’s return was probably not the best idea. You do realize that there will be millions of people after you, right?

BRUCE WAYNE:

You once told me that being Batman results in casualties. I’ll have to live with those casualties for the rest of my life.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Master Bruce, you’re taking casualties to try and put away The Joker is making you just like him. Don’t you realize that?

BRUCE WAYNE:

I will after The Joker is finished.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

I’m not stopping you from doing what you feel is necessary. But you should ask yourself, “What would Rachel think?”

BRUCE WAYNE:

I’m putting her aside from me right now.

CUT TO:

INT. MAYOR’S OFFICE – DAY

Gordon, Bullock, and the Mayor are all having a serious argument, regarding Bullock’s announcement on the news.

MAYOR:

I am doing what is necessary for this investigation, Jim!

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

(To Mayor)

That is beyond necessary! Batman’s hunt is up to the police department.

(To Bullock)

Not innocent people!

(To Mayor)

Don’t you realize how many people will get injured over this bounty?

MAYOR:

Yes but they’ll get rewarded for trying. And don’t give me that attitude! It was you who started this manhunt in the first place.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

As long as this manhunt is up to vigilantes, I’m taking a leave of absence. 

DETECTIVE HARVEY BULLOCK:

You’re only cowering like Dent did.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

What’d you say?

DETECTIVE HARVEY BULLOCK:

I said you’re giving up like Dent did!

Jim strikes a blow to Harvey’s face in anger. A fight issues between the both of them as the Mayor and security come in and try to break it up. 

MAYOR:

(Shouting in anger)

That’s enough! 

(To Gordon)

You’re suspended until this manhunt is over! Understand?

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

Fine!

MAYOR:

(To Gordon)

You can leave my office!

(To Security)

Make sure he leaves the building!

SECURITY GUARD:

Yes sir!

The guard tries to escort Gordon out but he pushes the guard away.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

I can escort myself out!

Gordon leaves.

MAYOR:

(To Bullock)

As for you Bullock, I want this to go as smooth as possible. Do you understand? If there are any serious injuries, I’ll call off this bounty and pull you off the investigation. Do you understand?

DETECTIVE HARVEY BULLOCK:

I won’t let you down!

MAYOR:

Good! Now go do your job!

Bullock leaves the office.

CUT TO:

INT. ABANDONED WAREHOUSE – DUSK

The sky is bronze and is getting darker as the sunsets through the windows of an abandoned and trashed warehouse. The Joker and several clown-masked henchmen are hiding. The Joker is sitting at a silk wood desk inside a torn leather chair. 

THE JOKER:

(Singing)

Do-dee, do-da, Batman is going to die! Do-dee, do-da, we’re going to have some pie!

One of the henchmen confusingly stares at The Joker. The Joker breaks out in laughter.

THE JOKER:

I crack myself up sometimes!

HENCHMAN:

Hey, Boss! Sol is here to see you.

THE JOKER:

Bring him in!

Chucky Sol enters The Joker’s “office”. It is revealed that Sol is The Joker’s informant.

CHUCKY SOL:

(Acting nervous)

Hey, Joker… uh! I found out something for you.

THE JOKER:

I’m waiting to hear!

CHUCKY SOL:

Well, uh! Zucco has sent some guys to find and kill you.

THE JOKER:

Oh yeah?

CHUCKY SOL:

And uh, there’s more. Dent is leading the crew.

THE JOKER:

Harvey Dent?

CHUCKY SOL:

Yeah!

THE JOKER:

(Placing hands on Sol’s shoulders)

Here’s what you’re going to do: you’re going to call Zucco, tell him that you followed one of my men here and you know where I’m hiding, and that way Dent will come here and die in an ambush.

The Joker twitches and licks his lips.

CHUCKY SOL:

But, uh! Wouldn’t that mean that he knows where you’re hiding? Where are you going next?

THE JOKER:

(Sinking his voice deeper)

Let me worry about that, my boy!

CUT TO:

INT. ZUCCO’S MANSION – DUSK

Zucco answers his ringing cell-phone.

BOSS ZUCCO:

Hello?

CUT BACK TO:

INT. ABANDONED WAREHOUSE – DUSK

CHUCKY SOL:

(Talking on a phone)

I just wanted to let you know that I found one of Joker’s men walking into a warehouse by the docks. 

CUT TO:

INT. ZUCCO’S MANSION – DUSK

BOSS ZUCCO:

Stay there and wait for Two-Face and his crew!

Zucco hangs up and calls Two-Face.

CUT TO:

INT. TWO-FACE’S CAR – DUSK

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

Checking up on me?

BOSS ZUCCO:

(V.O.)

No, I’m letting you know where Joker is. He’s at an abandoned warehouse by the docks. Chucky is there and he’s meeting you and the crew to kill him.

The line is heard disconnecting.

CUT BACK TO:

INT. ABANDONED WAREHOUSE - DUSK 

CHUCKY SOL:

Can I go now?

THE JOKER:

No, no, no! I want to give you a reward for all your efforts.

Two of Joker’s clowns beat Sol to where he falls on his knees. The Joker draws a knife.

THE JOKER:

(Licks his lips)

I don’t like nervous people!

(Talks in a deeper voice)

I want to see you happier!

The Joker is shown from a wide-shot carving a smile into Sol’s cheeks and then killing him. The Joker laughs while committing the violent act.

CUT TO:

INT. BAT BASE – NIGHT

Bruce is dressed in his batsuit. 

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Which will it be tonight?

BATMAN: 

The batmobile!

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Be careful, Master Bruce!

Batman ignores the comment and drives off in his batmobile. 

CUT TO:

EXT. DOCKS – NIGHT

Four black SUV’s pull over onto the dirty docks and sixteen armed assassins including Two-Face are shown getting out of the car. Two-Face is armed with a Spas-12 automatic shotgun while his henchmen are armed with MP5K sub-machine guns.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

(Pointing to four men)

You guys take the roof!

(Pointing to four other men)

You guys take the back!)

(Points to the other seven)

You guys come with me through the front, now lets move!

All four teams move to their appointed ambush areas.

CUT TO:

INT. JOKER’S OFFICE – NIGHT

The Joker is shown watching all the teams enter the warehouse through the entrances.

THE JOKER:

(Saying to a henchman)

This town is only big enough for one homicidal maniac!

CUT TO:

EXT. BACK ALLY – NIGHT

Someone walks by a back ally and notices the batmobile parked in the shadows. The man gathers a posse with pistols and baseball bats and they go looking for Batman. 

CUT TO:

INT. WAREHOUSE FRONT ENTRANCE – NIGHT

Two-Face and his team enter through the front entrance on the concrete. Two-Face looks down and notices fresh blood on the floor.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

There’s fresh blood, watch yourselves!

The henchmen split up to look around. The lights flip on, lighting the warehouse. Two-Face looks in front of him and finds Sol’s corpse hanging from a noose. Sol’s face is covered in white clown paint and his cheeks are sliced deeply in the form of a gruesome smile. 

CUT BACK TO:

EXT. BACK ALLY – NIGHT

Five men begin to try denting the batmobile with baseball bats. They hit the car but volts zap their hands.

CUT TO:

INT. WAREHOUSE FRON ENTRANCE – NIGHT

One of the henchmen notices “open” painted in red spray paint across Sol’s shirt. He opens and finds flashbang grenades taped around his waist with a tape player. The tape player turns on.

THE JOKER:

(Laughing hysterically)

Don’t you just love it when you see something so funny that it blinds you?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

(Shouts)

Look away now!

Two-Face covers his eyes when the flashbangs go off and blind his henchmen.

CUT TO:

EXT. WAREHOUSE BACK ENTRANCE – NIGHT

Four men try going through the back but The Joker’s henchmen with Uzis gun them down. 

CUT TO:

EXT. WAREHOUSE ROOFTOP – NIGHT

The rooftop team tries to break in through the windows but a bomb detonates, blowing the roof apart and killing the team.

CUT TO:

INT. WAREHOUSE FRONT ENTRANCE – NIGHT

The Joker’s henchmen appear from the upper balcony and ambush Two-Face’s henchmen but Two-Face escapes the warehouse. The Joker than appears.

THE JOKER:

(Shouts)

Where’s my competition?

CUT TO:

EXT. DOCK – NIGHT

Two-Face loads a rocket launcher and flips his coin. He gets tails and blows apart the warehouse with the rocket launcher and it collapses.

CUT BACK TO:

INT. WAREHOUSE FRONT ENTRANCE – NIGHT

The Joker quickly escapes the warehouse as it collapses into flaming pieces.

CUT TO:

EXT. DOCK – NIGHT

Two-Face’s car is shown driving away.

CUT TO:

EXT. BACK ALLY – NIGHT

The electrocuted posse is shown knocked out. Batman comes down and gets inside the batmobile and drives into the streets.

CUT TO:

EXT. STREETS – NIGHT

The batmobile drives through the streets and drives through heavy traffic. A minivan sees the batmobile and begins to chase it. One of the minivan’s passengers gets up through the sunroof with an M-79 grenade launcher and blows out a streetlight, blocking Batman’s way. The batmobile stops and turns around. Batman drives the batmobile full speed toward the minivan to entertain the driver. The shooter begins to reload his grenade launcher. Batman drives and causes the minivan to swirl off the street and into the river.

CUT TO:

INT. BATMOBILE – NIGHT

BATMAN:

(To himself)

They’ll be okay!

CUT BACK TO:

EXT. STREETS – NIGHT

Two black Hummers swirl in and drive after the batmobile. Batman sees this right behind him and releases several shards, resulting in the Hummers’ tires to blow out and flip over. 

CUT TO:

EXT. BRIDGE – NIGHT

Batman is driving and Catwoman whips onto a light post and swings onto the front of the batmobile.

CUT TO:

EXT. STREETS – NIGHT

Batman hits the breaks and Catwoman flies in the air and lands on her back, scraping her shoulders. Batman stops and gets out of the car. He approaches Catwoman.

BATMAN:

Who are you?

CATWOMAN:

(Covering her wound)

Someone who just wants money and wears a mask, like you.

BATMAN:

So you’re going to kill me for it?

CATWOMAN:
I don’t think you’re going to go to jail so I guess I’ll just kill you.

She wraps her whip around Batman’s legs and drags him closer. He pulls out one of his daggers and throws it at Catwoman’s shoulder. She falls back a foot and Batman gets up. She jumps toward him and kicks him in the face, knocking him on his back. 

CATWOMAN:

You’re not going to hurt a harmless kitty, are you?

BATMAN:

Yes, I am!

Batman grabs Catwoman’s foot and leg-sweeps her on her back. She slams her heel into his leg, knocking him back on the concrete. She than tries slicing him with her claws but he grabs hold of her arms, wraps them together and knocks her out with a head butt. Batman than vanishes as the police arrive.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. ZUCCO’S MANSION – NIGHT

Two-Face enters Zucco’s room and throws him out of his bed.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

(Shouts)

Why didn’t you tell me about the ambush?

BOSS ZUCCO:

What ambush?

Two-Face stomps on Zucco’s back. 

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

So you’re going to sit here and lie to me?

BOSS ZUCCO:

I didn’t know about a goddamn ambush. What ambush are you talking about?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

Sol is dead! Those guys you sent with me are dead, too! The Joker was expecting us and killed them all!

BOSS ZUCCO:

How was I supposed to know about it? Sol must’ve been working for The Joker; I had nothing to do with it.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

Just give me my money! The Joker’s dead!

BOSS ZUCCO:

He is?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

Yes, now give me my money!

Zucco gets up and gives Two-Face the first million dollars.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

(Flipping his coin)

Heads you live and tails you die!

BOSS ZUCCO:

What are you-?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

(Interrupting Zucco)

Shut up!

Two-Face locks the hammer back on his gun but finds that the coin has landed on heads. 

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

Maybe you won’t be so lucky next time.

Two-Face takes his coin and money and leaves Zucco’s house.

CUT TO:

INT. WAYNE’S OFFICE – DAY

Bruce is sitting in his office feeling bruised and exhausted. He’s reading a paper with a headline reading, “Joker’s Men Slain.” He gets up and is ready to leave his office and goes to Lucius’ office.

CUT TO:

INT. FOX’S OFFICE – DAY

Bruce enters Lucius’ office and waits for him to get off of a phone. Lucius hangs up and stares at Bruce in frustration.

LUCIUS FOX:

Mr. Wayne, when you said that you wouldn’t need me to help you in your activities, I believed you. When you said that you didn’t want to jeopardize your reputation, I believed you. Do you ever keep your word?

BRUCE WAYNE:

Mr. Fox, you don’t understand. 

LUCIUS FOX:

Why did you come back last night?

BRUCE WAYNE:

I was after The Joker. I can’t let him kill more people.

LUCIUS FOX:

Why is he so important to you?

BRUCE WAYNE:

(Hesitates)

He took someone from me, that’s why.

 LUCIUS FOX:

Mr. Wayne, vengeance won’t solve the answer. 

(Hesitates)

So what exactly do you need from me?

BRUCE WAYNE:

I need a plane. Something with a decent speed, has heat seeking, and weapons on it similar to the weapons on the tumbler. 

LUCIUS FOX:

Are you planning on blowing something up?

BRUCE WAYNE:

No, I just need to borrow it. The paper said that The Joker was blown out into the sea. I need to make sure he’s dead.

LUCIUS FOX:

I’ll see what I can do. In the meantime, find a good friend something wonderful for his seventieth birthday. 

BRUCE WAYNE:

(Smiles)

Sure thing!

Bruce leaves the office.

CUT TO:

INT. HALLWAY – DAY

Bruce is walking down the hallway and he hears his phone ringing. He looks at it and finds that it’s Selena Kyle calling.

BRUCE WAYNE:

This is Bruce Wayne!

CUT TO:

INT. SELENA’S CAR – DAY

Selena is driving through traffic.

SELENA KYLE:

Bruce, hi its Selena!

CUT BACK TO:

INT. HALLWAY – DAY

BRUCE WAYNE:

Hi, Selena how are you?

SELENA KYLE:

(V.O.)

I’m doing well. I wanted to ask you something!

BRUCE WAYNE:

What’s that?

CUT TO:

INT. SELENA’S CAR – DAY

SELENA KYLE:

Lucius is having his birthday party tomorrow night at your hotel. Do you have a date?

CUT BACK TO:

INT. HALLWAY – DAY

BRUCE WAYNE:

Are you asking me on a date?

CUT TO:

INT. SELENA’S CAR – DAY

SELENA KYLE:

Yeah!

BRUCE WAYNE:

(V.O.)

Um, sure! I would love to go!

SELENA KYLE:

Okay, pick me up tomorrow night at six!

CUT BACK TO:

INT. HALLWAY – DAY

BRUCE WAYNE:

I’ll pick you up then!

SELENA KYLE:

(V.O.)
Terrific! Bye!

Bruce smiles and hangs up. 

CUT TO:

INT. MAYOR’S OFFICE – DAY

The Mayor is outraged after Bullock’s bounty failed. He has both Bullock and Gordon in his office.

MAYOR:

(To Bullock)

I am pissed right now, Bullock. You told me yesterday that you wouldn’t let me down and look what happened! We have thousands in damages and a gang-related shootout.

DETECTIVE HARVEY BULLOCK:

Hey, why are you blaming the shootout on me? I had nothing to do with that. Besides, The Joker’s dead.

MAYOR:

I don’t care!

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

So what does this mean, Mayor?

MAYOR:

This means that the bounty is canceled and you’re off suspension.

DETECTIVE HARVEY BULLOCK:

You can’t take him off suspension! I had this case under control.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

Bullock, I don’t want to hear another word out of you! Go outside and start looking for The Joker’s body!

Bullock leaves in disgust.

MAYOR:

Don’t think this means that you’re not off! I want you to find out who killed The Joker, Jim! Find him and lock him up!

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

I’m already on it.

Gordon leaves the Mayor’s office.

CUT TO:

INT. BULLOCK’S CAR – DAY

Bullock gets inside his car and finds hundreds of joker cards scattered all over the interior.

DETECTIVE HARVEY BULLOCK:

No way!

Bullock tries to get out of his car but finds the locks are disabled.

CUT TO:

EXT. PARKING LOT – DAY

A uniformed cop approaches Bullock’s car. It is revealed to be The Joker in disguise.

THE JOKER:

Hello, fattso! Your bounty isn’t working so well. However, my offer is much more sweeter. 

DETECTIVE HARVEY BULLOCK:

What the hell are you talking about?

THE JOKER:

Roll down your window!

Bullock rolls down his window.

DETECTIVE HARVEY BULLOCK:

Give me one good reason not to kill you!

THE JOKER:

(Licking his lips)

Because I have a magic trick to show you!

(Sinks his voice deeper)

How to make someone’s face disappear.

The Joker flashes a green flower hanging on his purple blazer.

THE JOKER:

You look at the flower!

The flower squirts a small amount of liquid at Bullock’s face. The liquid begins to burn Bullock’s face off as he screams and covers his face in pain. The Joker laughs hysterically while dancing away.

THE JOKER:

That’s how to make someone’s face disappear.

CUT BACK TO:

INT. MAYOR’S OFFICE – DAY

The Mayor opens up a folder and finds a joker card inside. He panics nervously and runs outside his office.

CUT TO:

INT. HALLWAY – DAY

The Mayor runs and goes looking for Gordon. He enters an elevator.

CUT TO:

INT. ELEVATOR – DAY

The Mayor is neurotically waiting to get to the parking lot.

CUT TO:

INT. LOBBY – DAY

The Joker is dancing in the lobby and humming. He pounds on all emergency stop buttons for the elevators. 

CUT BACK TO:

INT. ELEVATOR – DAY

The Mayor begins to panic after his elevator has unexpectedly stopped.

CUT TO:

INT. LOBBY – DAY

The Joker forces all four of the elevator shaft doors open. He takes a red fire-axe and chops the cables to the first elevator in half. He hears it crash to the bottom with no screams.

THE JOKER:

(To himself)

Hmmm!

The Joker than chops the cables in half to the next elevator and hears a group of loud screams growing quieter as the elevator falls down the shaft, killing all passengers.

THE JOKER:

(To himself)

That could be it!

The Joker chops the cables to the third elevator and hears the empty elevator crash.

THE JOKER:

(To himself)

Definitely not it!

The Joker looks down the forth shaft.

CUT TO:

INT. ELEVATOR SHAFT – DAY

The Joker jumps on top of the last elevator car and opens up the door to find the Mayor inside.

THE JOKER:

It’s the Mayor in the flesh! I’m so glad we got to meet each other.

MAYOR:

What the hell do you want?

THE JOKER:

What any fine axe-wielding psychopath wants and that’s for you to die a screaming man.

THE MAYOR:

(Begging)

Please don’t kill me!

THE JOKER

(Mocking the Mayor)

Please don’t kill me! Relax you baby; it’s not going to hurt.

CUT BACK TO:

INT. LOBBY – DAY

The Joker gets back up and grabs his axe. He than chops the cables to the Mayor’s elevator in half one by one until he screams and falls to his death. The Joker peaks down the shaft and waves goodbye.

CUT TO:

INT. POLICE DEPARTMENT – DAY

Gordon’s department is busy with phone calls and more criminals keep getting thrown into lock-up one by one. 

CUT TO:

INT. GORDON’S OFFICE – DAY

Gordon appears to be stressed over the deaths of Bullock and the Mayor. He receives a phone call on his desk phone. 

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

This is Commissioner Gordon!

BARBARA GORDON:

(V.O.)

Jim, I need you to come home!

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

Why, is something wrong?

BARBARA GORDON:

(V.O.)

Jim, please come home!

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

Okay, calm down! I’m on my way.

Gordon leaves his office.

CUT TO:

EXT. GORDON’S HOUSE – DUSK

Jim parks his car in the middle of the street and runs upstairs inside his house.

CUT TO:

INT. GORDON’S HOUSE – DUSK

Gordon’s house is very typical. It has a decent kitchen and decent furniture. There are also toys scattered all over the floor. Gordon enters the house and looks for Barbara.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

Barbara, are you here?

CUT TO:

INT. GORDON’S KITCHEN – DUSK

Gordon enters the kitchen and finds Barbara sitting nervously at the kitchen table.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

Barbara, are you okay? 

BARBARA GORDON:

(Crying)

Read this!

Gordon picks up a folded letter in cursive reading, “Dear Gordon! Your kids are going to be happier with me unless you can bring Batman out of his cave! Signed: The Joker.” Gordon reads the letter and hugs Barbara to calm her.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

I’ll get them back don’t worry!

BARBARA GORDON:

(Crying)

How can you say that when our kids are missing?

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

I have to go back to work. I’ll get them back!

CUT TO:

INT. ZUCCO’S MANSION – NIGHT

Two-Face enters Zucco’s mansion and finds Zucco standing with a gun in his hand.

HARVEY DENT/TWO FACE:

What’s this?

BOSS ZUCCO:

You didn’t kill The Joker like you said you did.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

What are you talking about? I killed him last night!

BOSS ZUCCO:

Did you watch him die?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

No, but I was pretty sure he died, though.

BOSS ZUCCO:

Well it’s been on the news that he killed Bullock and the Mayor today. What are you going to do about it, Harvey?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

There’s something you should know!

Two-Face’s coin flips and drops to the floor.

BOSS ZUCCO:

What’s that?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

You got the wrong Harvey!

Dent looks at his coin and sees that it’s tails. He unloads a 1911 colt into Zucco’s chest and watches him fall dead. 

CUT TO:

EXT. ZUCCO’S PARKING LOT – NIGHT

Batman is shown parking his batmobile inside.

CUT TO:

INT. ZUCCO’S MANSION – NIGHT

Thunder is shown flashing through Zucco’s windows as Batman walks through his house, finding several guards gunned down.

CUT TO:

INT. ZUCCO’S BEDROOM – NIGHT

Batman turns on the lights inside Zucco’s bedroom and finds him lying dead on his bed. He turns over and finds The Joker drinking a glass of scotch from Zucco’s liquor cabinet.

THE JOKER:

Someone beat me to it so don’t think it was me!

BATMAN:

This isn’t your work, anyway.

THE JOKER:

You’re really a hard person to get a hold of, you know? I have to work so hard into bringing you out of your cave. I’ve killed a ton of cops,

(Chugs the scotch and shatters the glass.)

I’ve killed the mayor, I killed some mobsters, and I even kidnapped that commissioner’s family. What’s a man like you going to do without me?

BATMAN:

Where are the kids?

THE JOKER:

Somewhere safe, don’t you worry!

BATMAN:

Don’t make me ask twice!

THE JOKER:

Let’s play this game again, shall we?

Batman approaches The Joker and punches him in the face, knocking him to the floor. He than throws more blows to his head.

THE JOKER:

Okay, stop hitting me I’ll tell you!

(Thinks)

Oops, I forgot where they were.

Batman continues to hit The Joker again and again.

BATMAN:

I will kill you!

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

Don’t do it, that’s what he wants you to do.

Batman turns around and finds Gordon standing by the doorway.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

(To Joker)

If you’re not going to tell me where my kids are, then at least tell me who killed Zucco!

THE JOKER:

I’ll give you a hint: Gotham’s white knight, the one whom you all worship.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

You’re saying Dent did this?

BATMAN:

It makes sense!

THE JOKER:

So here’s what you two are going to do: 

(To Batman)

You’re not going to hit me again.

 (To Gordon)

You’re not going to ask me any more questions.

(To Gordon but pointing at Batman.)

You are going to call a press conference tomorrow and tell them the truth about Dent murdering those cops and gangsters. If you don’t tell them-

(Making a sad face)

Then little Jimmy and Sandra grow bigger smiles.

Gordon tries to attack The Joker but Batman restrains him. The Joker leaves and mildly laughs.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

(Shouting)

What are you doing? Why are you letting him control us?

BATMAN:

Joker’s right: we have to tell the truth about Dent. 

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

What about that agreement we had? Gotham’s hope for a hero will be shattered if they find out the truth.

BATMAN:

I don’t like it any more than you do, Gordon. But if we do it, then we can stop Dent’s killing spree. 

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

What about-?

Batman vanishes before Gordon can answer his question.

CUT TO:

INT. WAYNE’S CONDO – DAWN

Bruce is lying on his bed, thinking heavily. Alfred enters his room.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Master Bruce, you have to get up.

BRUCE WAYNE:

Alfred!

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Yes, sir?

BRUCE WAYNE:

I don’t know what to do! The Joker is getting worse and worse with his crimes and Dent’s reputation is going to get shattered.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

You can’t keep trying to think about the past, Master Wayne. They’ve done nothing but keep you running around every night this week. Are you going to continue to be Batman after everyone knows the truth about Dent?

BRUCE WAYNE:

What choice will I have? They’ll keep hoping for me to come and save them.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

You still have a choice for a normal life in this crummy city. Maybe you and Ms. Kyle can settle down. Have you thought about that?

Bruce starts thinking about Selena.

CUT TO:

INT. PRESS CONFERENCE – DAY

Commissioner Gordon is standing in front of several curious and nosey reporters holding microphones and notepads. Gordon has a large picture display of Harvey Dent behind him. Bruce, Lucius, and Selena are shown watching the conference.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

I want to thank you all for coming out today. I know there have been a lot of tragedies in the past few days like the murder of the mayor yesterday. A part of this is all because of a misunderstanding, which brings me to why I have this display of Harvey Dent behind me. Last year I started a manhunt for Batman because he was responsible for the murders of Salvatore Maroni, Detective Ramirez, and Detective Wuertz. Unfortunately, it was all a lie and Batman didn’t kill those people: Harvey Dent did. 

The press is shocked to hear this.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

He killed them because of a mental breakdown and to seek revenge for the murder of his girlfriend, Rachel Dawes. I’ve called this conference because Gotham City deserves the truth. I’m also announcing that the manhunt for Batman is officially called off and that we can use his help right now. Thank you for your time!

Gordon leaves the stand, as the conference gets louder since the reporters are trying to get answers.

CUT TO:

INT. GORDON’S CAR – DAY

Gordon receives a call from a restricted number on his cell phone. He picks up but doesn’t say anything.

THE JOKER:

(V.O.)

Good job, Jim!

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

When do I get my kids back?

THE JOKER:

(V.O.)

Look in the trunk of your car!

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

If you hurt them, I’ll-

The Joker hangs up before Gordon can finish his sentence.

CUT TO:

EXT. GORDON’S TRUNK – DAY

Gordon opens the trunk and finds his kids tied up inside with a yellow note that reads, “I’m a man of my word.” Gordon unties them and gets them out of the car.

CUT TO:

INT. FOX’S PARTY – NIGHT

Lucius’ party is in a large hotel room. There are hundreds of guests wearing either suits or dresses. The buffet is lined up with several guests, so is the bar. There are several round tables for people to sit in and there is even a dance floor. 

CUT TO:

INT. PARTY FRONT ENTRANCE – NIGHT

Lucius is standing at the door, being greeted by all guests entering the party. Bruce and Selena show up together. Bruce is wearing a black pin striped suit while Selena is wearing a red dress with her hair curled up.

LUCIUS FOX:

(Surprised)

I didn’t think you two would show up.

SELENA KYLE:

Why would you say that?

LUCIUS FOX:

(To Selena)

Just because I hear you disappear at night.

(To Bruce)

And Bruce is really busy sometimes.

BRUCE WAYNE:

Happy Birthday, Mr. Fox!

LUCIUS FOX:

Thank you! Now you two go on and enjoy the party! I’ll talk catch up with you later.

CUT TO:

INT. TABLE – NIGHT

Bruce and Selena walk over to a table. Bruce lifts out the chair and sits her down. He sits down across from her.

SELENA KYLE:

Thanks for coming with me!

BRUCE WAYNE:

You’re welcome! So how are you finding your stay in Gotham?

SELENA KYLE:

It’s okay; I tripped over someone and scraped my arm one night, though.

BRUCE WAYNE:

That’s not good, but this town is easy to get injured in.

SELENA KYLE:

Not as easy as New York.

BRUCE WAYNE:

So tell me about yourself!

SELENA KYLE:

What do you want to know?

BRUCE WAYNE:

For starters, what really brought you out to Gotham?

SELENA KYLE:

I just wanted to have a little fun.

BRUCE WAYNE:

Well Gotham is quite the exciting place. Especially with all the crime and Batman.

SELENA KYLE:

Or that mysterious Catwoman!

BRUCE WAYNE:

What is it with these masked people, anyway?

Selena and Bruce both laugh.

CUT TO:

INT. MIKE ENGEL’S OFFICE – NIGHT

Engel is shown in his office, working late on a report. His computer and lights shut off. 

CUT TO:

INT. HALLWAY – NIGHT

Engel checks outside and finds the lights are on. He looks to the right and a solid fist hits him across the face, knocking him back into his office.

CUT BACK TO:

INT. MIKE ENGEL’S OFFICE – NIGHT

Dent flips the power back on for Engel’s office and finds him bleeding mildly from his nose.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

I want something from you!

MIKE ENGEL:

You can have money I don’t care!

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

Why do they always assume I want money?

MIKE ENGEL:

Wait you’re Harvey Dent!

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

It’s Two-Face, get it right!

MIKE ENGEL:

What do you want from me?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

You keep archives of previous tapings. I want the tape where you knew Batman’s true identity!

MIKE ENGEL:

We never finished recording, The Joker took us hostage that day.

Two-Face grabs Engel by his tie and starts choking him.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

I don’t think you understand: you were interviewing someone that day that knew Batman’s identity. Give me the tape and I might let you live!

Two-Face locks the hammer back to his stainless .45 to intimidate Engel.

MIKE ENGEL:

Okay, take it easy! Follow me to the archives!

CUT TO:

INT. TABLE – NIGHT

Selena and Bruce are still sitting at their table, sipping on champagne. 

BRUCE WAYNE:

So your mom put you in martial art classes when you were younger?

SELENA KYLE:

Yeah, after she got mugged she put me in all these different classes to make sure I didn’t end up like her. You ever take martial arts?

BRUCE WAYNE:

Yes, I’ve learned a lot of different types.

SELENA KYLE:

What made you learn?

BRUCE WAYNE:

My parents were murdered in front of me when I was younger. I started taking classes to take my mind off of it.

SELENA KYLE:

I’m sorry to hear about your parents.

BRUCE WAYNE:

I’m sorry to hear about your mom.

Selena looks up and sees the dance floor.

SELENA KYLE:

Do you dance?

BRUCE WAYNE:

Not really.

SELENA KYLE:

It’ll be fun!

Selena drags Bruce by his hand out to the dance floor.

CUT TO:

INT. STUDIO ARCHIVES – NIGHT

Two-Face follows Engel into the archives room. It’s a big closet with several tapes that have recording dates on them. 

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

I don’t have all night so hurry up!

Engel quickly grabs the tape and hands it to him. Dent flips a coin.

MIKE ENGEL:

What is that?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

Your chance to live: heads you live, tails you die.

The coin lands on tails and Two-Face shoots Engel in the chest and leaves him for dead.

CUT TO:

INT. DANCE FLOOR – NIGHT

Bruce and Selena are slow dancing on the crowded dance floor.

BRUCE WAYNE:

You’re the first person I’ve danced with in a long time.

SELENA KYLE:

Really? You don’t dance with all of those supermodels you’re seen with?

BRUCE WAYNE:

No!

SELENA KYLE:

Who’s the last woman you danced with?

BRUCE WAYNE:

Her name was Rachel.

SELENA KYLE:

When you say ”was,” does that mean you two broke up?

BRUCE WAYNE:

No. 

SELENA KYLE:

What happened with her, then?

BRUCE WAYNE:

She was killed in a bombing.

SELENA KYLE:

(Stunned)

I’m sorry!

BRUCE WAYNE:

It’s fine. 

SELENA KYLE:

I keep asking all of the dark questions about you. It’s like I know your dark side better.

BRUCE WAYNE:

Well we all get to learn everyone else’s dark sides sooner or later, don’t we?

CUT TO:

INT. CAKE – NIGHT

Everyone gathers around the large cake to watch Lucius blow out his candles as violinists play “happy birthday” and the guests sing “happy birthday”. Lucius walks over to blow out the candles and he blows them to smoke. 

CUT TO:

EXT. PARKING LOT – NIGHT

Selena and Bruce are shown leaving inside a limo.

CUT TO:

INT. LIMO – NIGHT

Alfred is driving Selena to her place while Bruce sits next to her in the backseat. They are sipping on champagne while talking.

BRUCE WAYNE:

Did you have fun tonight?

SELENA KYLE:

Yeah, it was a great party. Your hotel is quite nice. 

BRUCE WAYNE:

Listen, Selena are you doing anything tomorrow in the early evening.

SELENA KYLE:

I thought men usually had a three-day rule!

BRUCE WAYNE:

I don’t.

SELENA KYLE:

Then no I’m not. 

BRUCE WAYNE:

Did you want to meet me for dinner?

SELENA KYLE:

Sure, just name the time and place and we’ll do it.

BRUCE WAYNE:

My place around 5:30! Alfred can come pick you up.

Alfred stops the limo.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

You’re here, Ms. Kyle!

SELENA KYLE:

(To Alfred)

Thank you, Alfred!

(To Bruce)

I’ll see you, tomorrow!

Selena softly kisses Bruce on his lips and leaves the limo. Bruce appears to be blushing while Alfred stares through his mirror at him.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

I didn’t think you two would kiss on the first date.

BRUCE WAYNE:

(Smiling)

There’s something unique about her.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

You’ll find out sooner or later.

CUT TO:

EXT. HOTEL DRIVEWAY – NIGHT

Bruce’s limo is shown driving away.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. REESE’S APARTMENT – NIGHT

Mr. Reese is shown sleeping in his small cozy apartment. A yellow flashlight flashes at his face, startling him. Two-Face points the flashlight up and it glows his face in the dark.

MR. REESE:

(Frightened)

What do you want?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

I want to know Batman’s true identity.

(Flips a coin and it lands on heads)

If you tell me now I promise I won’t kill you.

MR. REESE:

It’s Bruce Wayne!

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

How do you know this?

MR. REESE:

His company built all of his weapons!

Two-Face turns the lights on in Reese’s apartment and finds several mystery books.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

Do you enjoy mysteries?

MR. REESE:

Yeah, why?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

(Approaching Reese)

In mysteries, there are a number of suspects. If Wayne is the wrongfully accused in your story, I’ll make sure to come back for you!

Two-Face leaves as Reese feels intimidated. Reese waits until Two-Face is gone and he quickly throws everything together in a bag.

MR. REESE:

(Panicking to himself)

I need to get out of here! I’ll show Gotham someday!

CUT TO:

INT. WAYNE ENTERPRISES – DAY

Fox is sitting in a meeting room, analyzing reports. Bruce enters the room. 

BRUCE WAYNE:

Mr. Fox!

LUCIUS FOX:

Mr. Wayne!

BRUCE WAYNE:

I wanted to say that I hoped you had a good party last night.

LUCIUS FOX:

I did! I have something I need to tell you, too.

BRUCE WAYNE:

What’s that?

LUCIUS FOX:

I built that plane you asked me to build. It’s ready and at this address.

Fox hands Bruce the address to an air hangar.

BRUCE WAYNE:

Thanks!

LUCIUS FOX:

You’re welcome!

(Hands Bruce a manual)

Here’s the manual to the plane. It has all the information about every piece of it. It’s also, painted black like you asked.

BRUCE WAYNE:

(Smiles)

What would I do without you, Mr. Fox?

LUCIUS FOX:

You wouldn’t be successful in your night job.

Bruce leaves the office.

CUT TO:

INT. POLICE DEPARTMENT – DAY

The department is busy like always. Gordon enters and calls everyone around.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

(Shouts)
Listen up, everyone!

All officers in the room settle down.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

There has been too much violence in Gotham over the past week. Mike Engel’s body was just discovered this morning. Now I know it was either Joker or Dent and I want them both off the streets now! So get some choppers, dogs, SWAT teams; I want every available officer looking for these two right now! One more thing: I need two people to set up a signal on the roof!

All officers start going to work.

CUT TO:

INT. FOX’S OFFICE – DAY

Fox is shown sitting inside his office working and he hears a knock on the door.

LUCIUS FOX:

Come in!

Reese enters the office.

LUCIUS FOX:

Mr. Reese, what can I do for you?

MR. REESE:

I’m leaving the company.

LUCIUS FOX:

Why’s that?

MR. REESE:

I can’t deal with not having a voice anymore and I sure as hell can’t deal with you and Wayne running the company like this.

LUCIUS FOX:

Mr. Reese!

(Pauses)

Don’t let the door hit you in the ass on the way out!

Reese gets up, smirks, and leaves the office.

CUT TO:

INT. KINDERGARTEN CLASS – DAY

A teacher is shown teaching several kids how to read. The Joker unexpectedly shows up.

THE JOKER:

Teach them how to smile, lady!

The Joker guns down the teacher and the kids scream.

CUT TO:

INT. WAYNE’S APARTMENT – DUSK

The sun is setting. Bruce and Selena are sitting down, eating soup as the sunsets.

BRUCE WAYNE:

How do you like the place?

SELENA KYLE:

It’s nice.

BRUCE WAYNE:

You don’t like it, do you?

SELENA KYLE:

No I like it but it isn’t you.

BRUCE WAYNE:

It’s not who I am, but what I do that defines me.

SELENA KYLE:

Was that a fortune cookie or something?

BRUCE WAYNE:

No it’s something that Rachel told me.

SELENA KYLE:

This Rachel girl must have been special. What really went wrong with her?

BRUCE WAYNE:

What do you mean?

SELENA KYLE:

Clearly you two weren’t together. What went wrong?

BRUCE WAYNE:

She was tired of waiting for me to settle down.

SELENA KYLE:

You weren’t ready, weren’t you?

BRUCE WAYNE:

No!

SELENA KYLE:

When will you be?

BRUCE WAYNE:

After I feel I’ve done the things I needed to.

SELENA KYLE:

What things are you looking to do?

BRUCE WAYNE:

It’s something you wouldn’t want to know. You might think it’s heroic or you might think it’s-

SELENA KYLE:

(Interrupting Bruce)

Shut up!

Selena kisses Bruce and they begin to make out. They make out for about a minute but Bruce stops after he notices the signal.

BRUCE WAYNE:

We have to stop!

SELENA KYLE:

Why?

BRUCE WAYNE:

I have something I need to take care of.

Selena looks out the window at the signal and begins suspect Bruce’s secret.

SELENA KYLE:

I actually need to be going, too. My secretary needs me.

BRUCE WAYNE:

Do you need a ride?

SELENA KYLE:

No, I’m fine!

Selena leaves in a hurry. Alfred enters the room.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

That was a short date, sir!

BRUCE WAYNE:

The signal’s lit up and she had to take care of something, too.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Master Bruce, don’t you think it’s a little suspicious that she left right after you saw the signal light up? Maybe she knows.

BRUCE WAYNE:

I highly doubt it, Alfred.

CUT TO:

EXT. POLICE STATION ROOFTOP – NIGHT

Gordon is waiting for Batman’s arrival and finds that Batman has showed up.

BATMAN:

This isn’t a good idea.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

It’s an emergency.

BATMAN:

What is it?

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

The Joker killed a kindergarten teacher today. Now he has fourteen kids hostage and is planning to gas them unless you come to Pier 12.

Gordon looks up and finds that Batman is now gone. 

CUT TO:

INT. SELENA’S HOTEL ROOM – NIGHT

Selena quickly enters her hotel and starts to dress up into her Catwoman costume. Before she can put her mask on, Two-Face slams the door open and draws a gun at her.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

Don’t you move one muscle!

(Stops)

You’re the cat? This is so much better for Bruce.

SELENA KYLE/CATWOMAN:

What are you talking about?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

You didn’t know? Bruce is “The Dark Knight.”

SELENA KYLE/CATWOMAN:

You’re lying!

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

I don’t lie! Now come on peacefully!

Selena whips the gun out of Two-Face’s hand. 

SELENA KYLE/CATWOMAN:

No!

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

(Draws a stun gun)

Suit yourself!

Two-Face shoots Selena in the chest with the stun gun, knocking her out cold.

CUT TO:

EXT. AIR HANGAR – NIGHT

Batman enters the hangar and finds a large plane with a cover over it. He removes the cover and the plane is shaped like a stealth bomber but as a narrower cockpit. The weapons include two .50 caliber machine guns, missiles, and other weapons.

CUT TO:

EXT. SKY – NIGHT

Batman’s plane is shown flying high in the air faster than a jet.

CUT TO:

INT. PIER 12 – NIGHT

Several five-year-old kids are shown locked inside an abandoned storage room with two guards guarding the outside.

CUT TO:

INT. BATWING – NIGHT

Batman is inside his plane and begins to fly low over the pier. He types in a code on his monitor and goes into heat-seeking mode. The heat-seeker shows the imprisoned children. Batman calls Gordon from his computer.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

(V.O.)

Yeah?

BATMAN:

I found the children! They’re locked up in an old storage room.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

(V.O.)

Okay, good! I’ve sent some choppers there to pick them up.

CUT TO:

EXT. SKY – NIGHT

Four police helicopters are behind Batman’s plane.

CUT BACK TO:

INT. BATWING – NIGHT

BATMAN:

I see them!

CUT TO:

EXT. SKY – NIGHT

Batman slows his plane down, allowing the helicopters to catch up to him. 

CUT BACK TO:

INT. BATWING – NIGHT

Batman looks out the window and is shocked after noticing the pilots of the helicopters.

CUT TO:

INT. HELICOPTER #1/#2/#3/#4 – NIGHT

The camera jump cuts between the four helicopters and it is revealed that the pilots are all wearing clown masks. 

CUT TO:

EXT. HELICOPTER #3 – NIGHT

The door to the helicopter slides open and The Joker is sitting on the side with a M249 machine gun. He begins to open fire on the batwing. 

CUT TO:

EXT. BATWING – NIGHT

The batwing is shown swirling out of the way of gunfire.

CUT TO:

EXT. SKY – NIGHT

The helicopters are shown stalking Batman as he tries to fly away. 

CUT TO:

INT. BATWING – NIGHT

Batman calls Gordon.

BATMAN:

Those are not policemen in those choppers!

CUT TO:

INT. POLICE DEPARTMENT – NIGHT

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

What are you talking about?

BATMAN:

(V.O.)

It’s Joker’s men!

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

What do you mean?

CUT BACK TO:

INT. BATWING – NIGHT

BATMAN:

The Joker is in those choppers!

CUT TO:

INT. HELICOPTER #1 – NIGHT

The shooter inside is shown loading a rocket launcher.

CUT TO:

EXT. HELICOPTER #1 – NIGHT

A rocket is shown firing out of the chopper.

CUT TO:

INT. BATWING – NIGHT

Batman’s radar starts beeping, warning him that there is a missile coming his way.

CUT TO:

EXT. BATWING – NIGHT

Batman flies toward helicopter #4 as the rocket is stalking him. He flies at a high speed, scaring the pilot. Batman then turns the plane under the helicopter.

CUT TO:

EXT. HELICOPTER #4 – NIGHT

The rocket hits helicopter #4 and blows it into pieces.

CUT TO:

INT. HELICOPTER #3 – NIGHT

THE JOKER:

Damn!

(To gunman)

Give me a rocket!

GUNMAN:

Yes, sir!

The gunman hands The Joker a rocket launcher.

THE JOKER:

I want him all to myself!

CUT TO:

EXT. HELICOPTER #3 – NIGHT

The Joker fires a rocket out of the helicopter and it flies toward helicopter #1.

CUT TO:

EXT. HELICOPTER #1 – NIGHT

The rocket is shown blowing up the chopper.

CUT TO:

INT. BATWING – NIGHT

Batman turns the plane around and flies toward helicopter #3.

CUT TO:

INT. HELICOPTER #2 – NIGHT

The pilot sees The Joker firing a rocket towards his chopper.

HELICOPTER #2 PILOT:

Joker, what the hell are you doing?

THE JOKER:

(V.O.)

I want him to myself!

CUT TO:

EXT. HELICOPTER #2 – NIGHT

A rocket hits the chopper’s tail and it spirals out of control into a building and explodes.

CUT TO:

EXT. HELICOPTER #3 – NIGHT

The Joker continues firing his machine gun at the batwing.

CUT TO:

EXT. BATWING – NIGHT

The batwing flies over the helicopter as The Joker continues to fire automatic bursts into the plane.

CUT TO:

INT. HELICOPTER #3 – NIGHT

THE JOKER:

(To Pilot)

Raise the chopper!

HELICOPTER #3 PILOT:

Are you insane?

The Joker draws his 9mm and shoots the pilot in the head. He kicks the pilot out of his seat and takes over.

CUT TO:

EXT. HELICOPTER #3 – NIGHT

The helicopter flies up to the same height of air as the batwing. The Joker then flies toward the batwing.

CUT TO:

EXT. BATWING – NIGHT

The batwing slows down its speed.

CUT TO:

INT. BATWING – NIGHT

Batman typed in a lock-on for The Joker on the computer. A pair of lock-on goggles lower in front of Batman’s eyes and he pushes down on the fire button.

CUT BACK TO:

EXT. BATWING – NIGHT

Several .50 caliber rounds are shown firing out of the machine gun barrels. 

CUT TO:

EXT. HELICOPTER #3 – NIGHT

The bullets fly through the windshield of the helicopter, exploding it into shards.

CUT TO:

INT. HELICOPTER #3 – NIGHT

THE JOKER:

That’s more like it!

The Joker hysterically laughs and turns the grip of the helicopter left.

CUT BACK TO:

EXT. HELICOPTER #3 – NIGHT

The Joker’s helicopter flies in a sharp left corner. He straightens it and begins to fly it toward the pier, hoping to crash it.

CUT TO:

INT. BATWING – NIGHT

Batman realizes The Joker is planning to crash his helicopter into the pier in hopes of killing the children. He presses a button to fire a mysterious missile while his eyes are protected.

CUT TO:

EXT. SKY – NIGHT

The missile is shown flying toward The Joker’s helicopter.

CUT TO:

EXT. HELICOPTER #3 – NIGHT

The missile flies in the way of The Joker’s helicopter and explodes into a bright light.

CUT TO:

INT. HELICOPTER #3 – NIGHT

The Joker screams in mild pain from the light and loses control of the helicopter.

CUT BACK TO:

EXT. HELICOPTER #3 – NIGHT

The helicopter is shown swirling as it gets closer and closer to the pier. It crashes through the end of the dock and begins to sink into the water.

CUT TO:

INT. BATWING – NIGHT

Batman sees this and ejects himself from the plane. The plane flies away on autopilot. 

CUT TO:

EXT. DOCK – NIGHT

Batman lands on the docks and sees The Joker stuck in the crashed helicopter as it is slowly sinking into the river. He contemplates whether or not he should pull him out.

CUT TO:

INT. HELICOPTER #3 – NIGHT

The Joker is seen stuck in the helicopter. He draws his gun and blasts his way out of the windshield.

CUT TO:

EXT. RIVER – NIGHT

The Joker swims from the river and climbs onto the dock.

CUT TO:

EXT. DOCK – NIGHT

The Joker lies on the damp dock and laughs about the fact that he cheated death. He slowly gets on his knees but Batman’s booted foot kicks him in his nose. He lies on the ground, holding his nose while laughing.

THE JOKER:

Why so serious?

Batman stomps on The Joker’s gut. The Joker laughs while holding his gut.

THE JOKER:

Can you go one minute without kicking me?

Batman lifts The Joker on his feet.

BATMAN:

(Shouts)

Where are the children?

THE JOKER:

Inside pier 9, didn’t you read my instructions?

Batman throws two forceful blows with the front and back of his fist into The Joker’s face, knocking out a tooth. 

THE JOKER:

This is brutality!

BATMAN:

This is personal!

Batman continues to viciously beat The Joker. He throws The Joker into a pile of steel barrels. The Joker quickly draws a six-shooter as Batman walks toward him. Batman approaches The Joker but The Joker shoots Batman in his closed fist. Batman squirms in pain while holding his wound. 

THE JOKER:

You never learn to keep your head in the game!

The Joker kicks Batman in the face, knocking him on his back. The Joker stands over Batman and prepares to execute him.

THE JOKER:

If you had kept your head in the game you would have caught me when you first met me, Bruce!

BRUCE WAYNE/BATMAN:

What are you talking about?

THE JOKER:

Don’t think I know about your girlfriend I killed and your reaction when I threw her out of the window at Dent’s party! You should learn how to control your ego! This’ll be a sad day for Gotham to hear about the death of both it’s biggest freak and it’s billionaire playboy. Sayonara, Brucie!

A loud bang is heard. There is a moment of silence until The Joker falls on his knees. Batman looks up and finds Gordon with a 9mm in his hand. He pulls the trigger two more times, making sure that The Joker is dead.

BATMAN:

I should thank you for what you did.

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

Don’t! He knew it would happen sooner, he just didn’t know who would kill him first.

(Looks at Batman’s wound.)

Are you going to be okay?

BATMAN:

Yeah! Have you found Dent yet?

COMMISSIONER JIM GORDON:

No, not yet.

BATMAN:

I need to go find him!

Batman gets up and runs.

CUT TO:

INT. WAYNE’S CONDO – NIGHT

Batman/Bruce enters his apartment while bleeding from his hand.

BRUCE WAYNE/BATMAN:

Alfred!

He turns on the lights and finds a note reading, “Cemetery at 2! Come if you ever want to see Alfred or Selena alive!” Bruce takes off his glove and removes the bullet. Then he burns the wound to clean the bacteria out and wraps his hand in a bandage.

CUT TO:

EXT. CEMETERY – NIGHT

The cemetery is windy. 

CUT TO:

EXT. THOMAS & MARTHA WAYNE’S GRAVE – NIGHT

Alfred is shown tied up to the Wayne couple’s tall solid tombstone. He is tied up with metal cables and has small explosives surrounding him.

CUT TO:

EXT. RACHEL DAWES’ GRAVE – NIGHT

Selena is shown tied up with metal cables to Rachel Dawes’ tombstone and is knocked unconscious. Small explosives surround her.

CUT TO:

EXT. SKYSCRAPER – NIGHT

Batman stands on top of his apartment building, dives off, spreads his wings and flies through the air.

CUT TO:

EXT. SKY – NIGHT

Batman is shown flying through the sky.

CUT TO:

EXT. THOMAS & MARTHA WAYNE’S GRAVE – NIGHT

Two-Face approaches a confused and intimidated Alfred.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

You didn’t tell me the truth about Rachel’s psychotic ex boyfriend, Alfred! 

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

What do you mean?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

I asked you if I should be aware of any psychotic ex boyfriends and you told me I had no idea. Why would you not tell me about Bruce?

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Bruce isn’t a psycho! He tried to save you and Rachel that night, knowing he wouldn’t have been able to save both. But that doesn’t mean he didn’t do the best he could! 

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

He wanted to save Rachel over me because he couldn’t stand the fact that she was in love with her.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

You’re wrong! He would have respected your relationship with her if you two had been married and none of this had happened.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

(Punches Alfred)

The things people say!

CUT TO:

EXT. CEMETERY – NIGHT

Batman flies high over the cemetery with night vision goggles on. His goggles identify Selena at Rachel’s grave.

CUT TO:

EXT. RACHEL DAWES’ GRAVE – NIGHT

Selena’s claws cut her cable in half. She is able to get past her explosive trap. Batman startles her.

BRUCE WAYNE/BATMAN:

Are you okay?

Selena slaps Batman across his face with her claws, scratching part of his cheek open. She than roundhouse kicks him across the face.

SELENA KYLE: 

Why didn’t you tell me?

BRUCE WAYNE/BATMAN:

It wasn’t the right time!

Selena tries roundhouse-kicking Bruce again. Bruce grabs her leg and smacks her across the face with the back of his fist.

BRUCE WAYNE/BATMAN:

Are you finished?

Two-Face appears and shoots Selena in the shoulder, dropping her to her knees.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

She is! And so are you!

BRUCE WAYNE/BATMAN:

Why are you doing this?

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

I want you to decide which one you’re going to save by the coin!

BRUCE WAYNE/BATMAN:

Let them go! They didn’t do anything.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

I’ll let Selena go.

(Flashes his coin)

You know the rules!

Two-Face flips his coin and it lands on tails. He locks the hammer back on his gun.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

Consider us even!

Two-Face comes close to pulling the trigger but Batman throws a dagger and knocks Two-Face’s gun out of his hand. Batman jumps in the air and tackles Two-Face on his back and throws several blows to his face with his strong hand.

BRUCE WAYNE/BATMAN:

(Shouts)

I never tried to kill her! I tried to save her!

Two-Face blocks Batman’s next punch and hits him in the mouth. Two-Face than gets up, grabs a solid shovel, and swings it to Batman’s back again and again. He than pulls off the mask and we see Bruce bleeding mildly from his bottom lip.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

I want to see the look on your face after you watch me take your life.

Selena kicks Two-Face in his back and knocks him on his face. Bruce gets up. Selena wraps her claws around Bruce’s throat and threatens to kill him.

SELENA KYLE:

Give me one reason not to cut your throat!

BRUCE WAYNE:

There’s something about you. Something that’s dark but not homicidal! face it we’re the same!

SELENA KYLE:

No, we’re not!

A loud bang sounds off throughout the cemetery. Bruce finds Selena’s hands drop from around his throat. He turns around and finds her lying dead. Then he looks up and finds Two-Face holding an empty gun.

HARVEY DENT/TWO-FACE:

I told you she landed on tails.

Bruce picks up the shovel, charges toward Two-Face, and hits him in his leg, breaking it. He drops the shovel and throws several punches elbow strikes, knee strikes, and palm strikes all over Two-Face’s body until he is knocked out cold.

CUT TO:

EXT. THOMAS & MARTHA WAYNE’S GRAVE – NIGHT

Bruce approaches the grave and finds Alfred knocked out. He unties the cable restraining him to the grave and carefully helps him out of the trap.

BRUCE WAYNE:

Are you all right?

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

I’ve had better days, Master Bruce!

The shovel strikes Bruce in the back of the head. Two-Face takes it and knocks Alfred on his back. He than draws the lucky coin while he has Alfred hostage with the tip of the shovel. As the coin flips, Bruce gets up and kicks Two-Face in his weak leg. He drags Two-Face over to the explosives and plans to kill him.

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

Bruce! Don’t do this!

BRUCE WAYNE:

Why not? He killed Selena, he was going to kill you, he tried shattering his own image. Why should I let him live? He stands for nothing he said he did!

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

What makes him different from you?

BRUCE WAYNE:

I didn’t kill innocent people!

ALFRED PENNYWORTH:

You’ll kill what’s left of Harvey Dent. You might kill his evil side but you’ll end up killing two people. So please let him go! What would your parents think?

Bruce thinks for a minute and drops Two-Face on his back. Bruce breaks down and begins to cry while being enraged. Alfred approaches him to comfort him. Two-Face gets up and steps on the explosives, blowing the tombstone apart. It falls and crushes him. Bruce and Alfred are in awe.

CUT TO:

EXT. RACHEL DAWES’ GRAVE – NIGHT

Bruce walks over and dawns his Batman mask. He finds Selena’s body and picks her up. He than places it on a bench and leaves with Alfred.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. COURTHOUSE – DAY

Mr. Reese is talking to a caseworker and is handed a new identification card with a new name. Reese is wearing a green suit and his hair appears to be a brighter red.

CASEWORKER:

Congratulations, Mr. Reese! Or should I say Mr. Nygma?

EDWARD NYGMA:

Thank you!

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. FUNERAL – DAY

The golden sun shines on Selena Kyle’s funeral. It is crowded and Bruce stands with a sad look on his face.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. FOX’S OFFICE – DAY

Lucius browses through his mail and finds a mysterious green envelope with a black question mark imprinted on it.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. POLICE DEPARTMENT ROOFTOP – NIGHT

Gordon stands on the cold roof, sipping on a hot cup of coffee and waits for Batman’s arrival.

CUT TO:

EXT. BATWING – NIGHT

The continuity follows the batwing through Gotham City. 

FADE TO:

TITLE GRAPHIC: “THE DARK KNIGHT RETURNS”

CUT TO:

END CREDITS

THE END 
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