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INT. CEMETARY – DAY

An old, cracked gravestone sits leaning sideways with the words engraved in it: “R.I.P Peter Johnson 1929 – 1972”. In front of the gravestone, a large mound of dirt with a fairly large hole, the casket is empty and broken out of.

All the other graves have been disturbed as if a gravedigger had stolen all the dead and didn’t bother burying the holes.

FADE OUT

TITLE APPEARS: THEY RISE

As the credits roll, shots of different cities of the world are shown, each one more destroyed than the last, until, at the end of the credits, the last city, is nearly abandoned, with only walking corpses that have ruled the world.

INT. PARK – DUSK

Blood stains the walkway. A bench is tipped over; torn clothes cover the corners of the wooden bench. A swing moves back and forth as if nudged by a ghost, and a tipped over stroller with no baby is next to the swing.

EXT. SCHOOL – DUSK

A bus that has rammed into a smaller car sits in front of the school. The doors are open and school papers blow out.

INT. CITY JAIL – DUSK

Abandoned except for the decaying bodies that sit inside the cells, bugs swarming around them and their mouths open. The prisoners are extremely thin, and have died of hunger.

A low, long moan echoes through the hall of jail cells. Seconds later, another moan, a woman’s moan. One of the prisoners wake up, and walks over to the bars moaning and grunting, trying to get out of the jail and reaching for a decapitated police officer that was being fed off of a group of zombies.

EXT. APARTMENT – DUSK

Near the entrance, a few zombies, most of them freshly reanimated, stumble past each other. Few of the cars are on fire, and the smoke billows up towards the sky.

INT. APARTMENT ROOM – DUSK

CASEY STEELE, 28, looks out the window, watching the smoke. She sees the number of zombies at the bottom of the apartment. A few are trying to get in, but the door is chained.

She turns around to TONY STEELE, her ex-husband, who’s leaning against the wall on the other side of the room, flipping through channels on the television.

CASEY

(Sighs)

You know there is going to be nothing on. There hasn’t been anything on since this whole thing started.

TONY

Hold on. I’m checking. Not all the stations can be down.

CASEY

It’s been a week and a half! You think anyone is still alive?

TONY

Do I look like I know, Casey? Do I look like I know what is going on right now?

CASEY

I really don’t know what is going on right now, but what I do know, and I know you do to, is that those...people...down there want to eat us!

TONY

And that is why we are safe up here.

CASEY

We need to get help.

TONY

(Throws the remote down)

Okay, Casey! Let’s just fly out the window and find a helicopter or a camp that can help us! And then we can all float off to Mars!

CASEY

At least the best thing we can do is go searching around this apartment building to see if anyone else is alive. We have been stuck in here since this epidemic happened. We’re out of food, we’re almost out of water...we need to move to another place.

TONY

(Walks up to Casey)

I don’t have to do anything you say and I don’t have to go anywhere you tell me to. We don’t live with each other anymore.

CASEY

You still haven’t answered my question I asked a few days ago.

TONY

And what was that?

CASEY

Why did you come here in the first place?

TONY

This was the closest place where I was when I saw the first attacks.

He walks to the fridge and grabs a bottled water.

TONY

(Continued)

Since you were the only one here that I knew, I decided to stop at your room.

CASEY

And I had to end up being stuck in here for over a week with you.

TONY


Hey you’re lucky to be alive! Think about what you would have done if you gone out there if I didn’t come. You wanted to go get your mom, but I said no and those who ran out of the apartment were torn apart.

CASEY

Just forget it. I’m getting out of this room. It smells and it’s trashed up and I can’t stand one minute being in here with you.

She opens the door and walks out into the hallway. Tony follows.

INT. HALLWAY – DUSK

Casey walks down the hallway quick, but Tony catches up. Casey breaks down crying and leans her head against the wall. Tony comforts her by putting his hand on her shoulder, but she quickly brushes it off.

CASEY

Don’t touch me.

TONY

I’m scared too. It’s just that I can’t think with all of this happening. If we could just get out of here without those things down there...

CASEY

I’m not scared.

TONY

Yes you are. Everyone is scared. Now if you don’t want to admit it, that’s fine with me, but I sure as hell don’t want to stay in here for the rest of my life and have this whole thing keeping me up every night.

CASEY

(Avoiding Tony)

I’m going to go search for food and other survivors. I suggest you do the same. Go search downstairs; I will go upstairs.

TONY

(Stopping her)

No I think we should stay together.

She turns around with a “leave me alone” expression on her face.

TONY

(Continued)

Just in case something happens. Even though we are separated, and you probably hate me as much as those things down there, I still love you.

INT. THEME PARK – DUSK

All rides are still. Food stands are knocked over and park maps fly through the air. The chair lift is still; some bodies hang out of the cages with crows eating away at their skin. The bodies are those of people desperate to make it out, but awaited a long drop below.

INT. THEME PARK SECURITY ROOM – DUSK

Television screens show every room and ride in the theme park. A shadow of a man wiggles. A zombie dressed in a security uniform hangs by a rope, a knocked over chair under it. The zombie moans and reaches its arms out into thin air. It moans louder as it fails to escape the noose and thrashes around.

INT. THEME PARK RESTAURANT – DUSK

Only black spots are left from where hamburger patties had burnt away on the grill. What used to be frozen patties and buns are now thawed out and growing mold, cockroaches and rats feasting on the buffet.

Chairs are knocked over, bloody handprints are smeared on the windows and a fan slowly rotates above another security guard. The guard’s mouth is open, as if the guard was screaming in terror, the flesh is pale green and in the hand is a pistol; the dead body’s left temple has been blasted open.

EXT. THEME PARK HAUNTED HOUSE – DUSK

Coming around the corner of the ride running towards the entrance is RYAN BARTON. Behind him, holding his hand, is LENA BLACK, his girlfriend, and slowly, but keeping up, is SIMON BAKER.

RYAN

(Panic)

Come on! Let’s get in here!

LENA
(Staring at haunted house)

There has to be another place we can stay.

SIMON

There’s no time. This is the best place. Every other place is fucked up!

The run inside as a few zombies walk as fast as they can towards the entrance. They shut the door in time and the zombies fiercely bang on it, attempting to break in, but fail.

INT. THEME PARK HAUNTED HOUSE – DUSK

The banging echoes through the ride as they walk deeper into the darkness.

SIMON

There has to be a light switch somewhere.

He walks up to the operating room and tries finding the light switches, pressing any of the buttons he sees.

Lena and Ryan stop walking and they embrace. Simon flips on the switch that starts the ride. The rotating floor slowly begins moving, lights flickering, and carts moving forward. Ryan and Lena lose their footing. Ryan is quick to get back up, but Lena has a hard time keeping her balance, and falls back down.

A woman zombie, torn apart with organs exposed, reaches towards Lena. She starts to crab-walk backwards, but the rotating floor keeps her from getting away from the zombie. She screams.

Ryan grabs her and pulls her back, walking backwards faster than the rotating floor, and they get away. They get back onto the still floor as Simon runs back in.

RYAN

Shit.

LENA

I told you we should have gone somewhere else.

RYAN

Simon go shut off the ride, we just need the lights on.

LENA


Where are we going to get food? This is a ride. Not a house.

SIMON

I don’t know which one is the light switch. This is the only light we have so far.

RYAN

Well go keep flipping switches until you find just the lights.

LENA


What about...her?

Lena points at the half eaten woman zombie. The zombie starts dragging herself towards Lena and Ryan, but the rotating floor keeps her back.

SIMON

I heard on the radio that you have to shoot them in the head.

RYAN

We don’t have a gun.

SIMON

Well if shooting them in the head will do, why not use another object, say like a pole or something.

He grabs the metal ruler used to measure kids for the ride and walks towards the woman. She reaches out towards Simon, this time hoping she could get a hold of him. But he keeps safe distance by walking backwards, about three feet away. He looks back at Ryan and Lena.

RYAN

Well?

SIMON

I’m going, I’m going.

(Stalls)

I hope this works.

He brings the measuring stick down on the woman’s head as hard as he can. The ruler impales the back of her head and blood leaks out onto the floor, smearing.

SIMON

Huh, it wasn’t that hard.

LENA

(Trying to control her fear)

Can we please get out of here now?

RYAN

Again, no. First of all those things are out there. Second, I think those doors can keep back a few dead people.

LENA

(Walking towards exit)

Well if the entrance is blocked, then I am taking the exit. I’m sure there is a way out if we take this way.

She opens the door, and expecting a group of zombies grabbing her, there is nothing. The haunted house was built near the perimeter of the park and a large, chain linked fence separates them from being stuck in the theme park of the dead.

Lena turns around, facing Ryan and Simon who make their way towards her.

SIMON

(Looking around the exit)

It looks clear.

(Turns to Ryan)

We can do it.

RYAN

I’m not going out there. I’m not going to die!

SIMON

Well it’s better than being stuck in this damn place!

RYAN

It is the safest place out of the whole park!

SIMON

Where’s the food? Where’s the water?

RAYN

Will you just shut the hell up!?

LENA

(Breaking the argument)

Shut up! Both of you! Now, I don’t know how bad it is out there past this fence, but I do know that it is better than being stuck in this theme park with people who want to kill us! If you two are going to cry about it, I can just leave you two here to rot and I go and find help.

Ryan and Simon are both silent. She sighs and walks out. Simon looks at Ryan and follows Lena, who rattles the fence to see if it gives good support. Ryan hesitates and walks out.

EXT. THEME PARK HAUNTED HOUSE – NIGHT

The theme park lights turn on by themselves and the whole park lights up. Simon starts climbing up the fence. Lena looks at Ryan with a passionate look. Simon already makes it to the other side.

SIMON

Come on! Move!

Lens positions herself on the fence to start climbing up and Ryan helps her. She starts climbing and Ryan backs away...

...right into a jawless zombie! He spins around and the zombie pushes him into the fence. Lena screams and looses her footing, hanging onto the top of the fence. More zombies shuffle down the narrow pathway towards Ryan and Lena.

Simon starts climbing up the fence again and grabs Lena’s arms, pulling her over the fence. Ryan kicks the zombie back, and others surround him, trying to take bites of him.

A very decomposed zombie, balding and an exposed rib cage, grabs Ryan by the neck. The zombie opens its mouth, ready to attack, when Ryan sticks his hand in the zombie’s mouth, ripping off the jaw.

Lena makes it over the fence and screams for Ryan. He pushes his way through the zombie and starts running down the pathway to get out from behind the Haunted house.

INT. THEME PARK – NIGHT

Ryan runs up to the fence, gasping for hair and stained with blood.

RYAN

Meet me up at the entrance of the park. There can’t be too many of them out right now, and I know I can make it.

LENA

(Almost crying)

But what if you don’t?

RYAN

Just go!

He runs off, some zombies walking after him.

LENA

Oh my God, he’s going to die.

SIMON

Lena, we need to get to the entrance. He’s going to be fine. Did you see how he handled those back there?

LENA

But—

SIMON

We can’t wait any long we need to go now!

EXT. THEME PARK - NIGHT

What seems like forever is really seven minutes before they reach the entrance of the park. But Ryan isn’t there.

LENA

(Freaking out)

Where is he? Jesus Christ, where is he?

SIMON

He probably got lost or something. He probably had to walk all the way around the park to get to the entrance.

LENA

I’m not going without him.

Before Simon can say a word, she runs off inside the theme park. He screams after her and runs inside.

SIMON

Lena! Lena come back here! Lena!

INT. THEME PARK – NIGHT

Simon’s screams alerts the zombies in the theme park. A few zombies between food shops and souvenir stores turn their attention to the sounds of Simon’s screams. They stumble out of the darkness and into the lights shining down on them from the top of the buildings.

More zombies appear from inside roller coaster carts, some recently deceased, others, practically falling apart. Large amounts of zombies come out from all directions, the moans overcoming the entire park.

Lena and Simon stop and see the zombies gathering up and walking their way. Speechless, they run the away from the giant horde.

They run inside the kiddy area of the theme park, zombies walking out of the bushes and following the humans. Stopping in the middle of the kiddy area, Lena and Simon look around. They were at a dead end.

LENA

Oh my God, what are we going to do?

SIMON

I don’t know! There’s nowhere else to go!

The horde of zombies stumbles into the kiddy area. Lena and Simon run opposite directions, oblivious that they had just separated.

More zombies come out of buildings and corner Simon. He grabs a chair next to a tipped over table and pushes the zombies away with the legs of the chair. The horde of zombies walk towards Simon. The crowd gets too big. Simon can’t hold them back and they overcome him, ripping at him. He screams in terror and agony as the zombies feed on him.

Ryan, also lost in the kiddy area, spins around in circles, spotting a way to get out. He backs away into a small child, about five or so, without her left cheek. He screams and backs away into more children, all terrible distorted. The surround him, trying to feast on him, but he pushes his way through. The zombie children go after him.

He trips and falls to the ground, scraping his chin. He turns on his back and the zombie children fall down on him. He crab-walks away from the children when arms grab him and pull him up. He twists around and sees Lena.

LENA

Jesus Christ, I thought you were dead.

RYAN

(Looking back at zombie children)

If we don’t get out of here in time, we will be soon!

Ryan starts running in the direction towards the entrance of the kiddy area when Lena stops him.

LENA

No! We can’t go that way.

RYAN

Why not?

LENA

There are too many out there.

Ryan runs over to a large hole in the chain-linked fence and holds it open. Lena crawls through. Ryan starts squeezing through when his sweatshirt gets caught on the fence as the zombie close in.

Lena tries helping him through, but it doesn’t help. The zombies fall down on Ryan’s legs. He kicks them away but there are too many of them. He grabs the snag and tries pulling his sweatshirt out when a zombie boy grabs his arm and chomps down on it. He pulls his arm back and his sweatshirt rips. Lena pulls him out and the zombies slowly make their way through the hole.

EXT. THEME PARK – NIGHT

They run away from the theme park, the large crowd of zombies gathering up into one spot, slowly tearing down the fence. They knock it over and a pile up of zombies occur, each zombie getting crushed by other zombies making their way towards the highway after Lena and Ryan.

INT. HIGHWAY – NIGHT

Running out onto the highway full of scattered cars, floating newspapers, and other trash, Lena and Ryan hold on to each other for dear life. Ryan applies pressure to his wound, blood squirting out between his fingers and running down his arm.

The zombies walk onto the highway and as Ryan and Lena’s lives pass before their eyes, bright lights blind them. A truck nearly hits them, tires screeching, and the window rolls down, revealing Kevin, driving. In the passenger seat, Janet waves to them to get inside.

KEVIN

Get inside the back! Hurry!

Ryan gets inside the truck on the passenger side, while Lena runs to the driver side. She opens the door and climbs in. As she is about to shut it, the zombies clump up around the open door. Clawing and grabbing at her, the zombies try pulling her out. She kicks them back and tries shutting the door, but the zombies hold it open.

JANET

Drive!

Kevin brings his foot down on the pedal and drives off, the zombies chasing after them. One zombie hangs onto the truck, but Lena kicks it of, its head being crushed by the back tire.

INT. TRUCK – NIGHT

KEVIN

Are you two all right?

RYAN

(Holding his arm)

Yeah, except for this bite. One of those damn things bit me.

LENA

Who knows what kind of disease those things carry.

KEVIN

Okay, look, we’ve been driving for hours and we couldn’t find any survivors. Do you two know any safe place we could go?

RYAN

No.

JANET

We can’t just drive forever. We need to get to a safe place.

LENA

We need to go to the hospital and help his arm.

KEVIN

The hospital? Uh, that’s about half an hour from here. I think we can make it.

RYAN

Oh God it hurts.

He grasps his arm and around the wound the skin is paler, with veins visible and the blood drying up.

INT. LIBRARY – NIGHT

Books are scattered all over the floor. The computers at the desks have been knocked over and some bookshelves have been pushed down. There is banging in the ceiling.

INT. LIBRARY VENTS – NIGHT

AMANDA JAMES leads the group of STEPHEN THOMAS, PAM ANDERSON, and JOSH LEE inside the ventilation system. AMANDA stops and looks through the grid covering.

A few zombies walk aimlessly around the library, knocking over chairs and pushing books off of shelves. Amanda looks back at the group.

AMANDA

Okay, there are only a few down there.

JOSH

Yeah only a few, but what about the million waiting outside?

PAM

Either way we’re going to have to get out of here.

AMANDA

Okay look, they seem to be really slow so I think we can get past them easily.

STEPHEN

What are they anyways?

JOSH

Whatever they are, they’re really messed up. I saw one of them attack my neighbor on my way over here.

AMANDA

Well we have to keep moving.

They start crawling across the covering and keep moving towards the end of the ventilation system. As Pam walks across the covering, it breaks and she falls through.

The zombies look up towards her and start walking towards her dangling legs. She screams, hanging onto the covering. Everyone looks behind them and sees her in trouble. Josh turns around and starts helping her up.

The zombies get under her legs and start reaching for them, almost able to grab them.

PAM

Help me I can’t get up!

JOSH

I’m trying!

The vents start to shake. The zombies start pulling Pam down. Suddenly, the vents give and fall halfway towards the ground. Everyone falls out onto the ground and into the group of zombies, which reach in and try grabbing them.

Josh gets up and helps Pam up. They shove the zombies back and help Amanda and Stephen up. They rush to the exit down a hallway and push on it, but it’s locked. The zombies stagger towards the group.

AMANDA

Open it!

STEPHEN


It’s locked!

JOSH

Well, force it open!

Stephen starts ramming into the door. The zombies reach the group and starts attacking them. Josh kicks them back and Pam helps Stephen push the door open.

AMANDA

Open the door!

The zombies growl and grab Josh. He screams for help and Amanda tries pulling him back. Josh gets himself away from the corpses and Stephen finally busts the door open.

EXT. LIBRARY – NIGHT

They fall out and quickly shut the door.

STEPHEN

I need something to keep this door shut!

More zombies come from around the corner of the building and after the group.

AMANDA

There’s nothing we can do! We need to get out of here!

PAM

Let’s go!

Stephen lets the door open and the zombies stumble out. The group runs down the street, a few stray zombies moaning as they run past them.

INT. TRUCK – NIGHT

Waiting in front of the hospital, Kevin, Janet, Lena, and Ryan stare out at the entrance. A group of zombies are crowded around the entrance of the hospital.

JANET

Okay...explain to me again on how we are going to get in there?

KEVIN

There should be a back door. We could use that.

LENA

Who knows how many could be behind the building?

KEVIN


It’s the only way.

JANET

Someone could be bait?

All three of them look at Kevin.

LENA

You’re the fastest.

JANET

And strongest.

RYAN

Well I’m not staying in here alone.

KEVIN

Okay, Janet and I can go in and you two can stay here and keep watch. If anything bad happens, honk the horn.

LENA

What if you don’t get here quick enough?

KEVIN

Then drive off. I will have the keys in here just in case.

RYAN

Hurry.

Kevin and Janet look at each other and breathe in deeply. Janet gives Kevin an unsure look, and nods.

KEVIN

Ready?

JANET

Not really.

KEVIN

On three: one...two...three!

EXT. TRUCK/HOSPITAL - NIGHT

They jump out of the car and immediately meet face to face with zombies next to the truck. Janet has a crowbar and Kevin has a baseball bat, and they whack away at the zombies.

They shut the doors and run around the building. The zombies at the entrance go after them.

EXT. HOSPITAL – NIGHT


They run up to a locked door. Kevin tries opening it, realizes it’s locked, and looks at Janet holding the crowbar.

KEVIN

Crowbar, here!

Janet throws the crowbar to Kevin and he gives her the bat. He starts to pry the door open. The zombies race around the corner of the hospital and down the side towards Janet and Kevin.

JANET

(Impatient)

They’re getting closer...

KEVIN

It won’t budge!

JANET

(Impatient)

Hurry up...

Kevin gets the door open and opens it up all the way. He throws the crowbar into the hallway.

KEVIN

Okay, get in!

As Janet is about to run in, a zombie comes up from behind Kevin and attacks him, going after the neck. He screams and Janet tries getting the zombie off.

KEVIN

Go! I’ll get this bastard!

Janet refuses and attempts to get the zombie off. The zombies coming down the side of the hospital reach them and they get surrounded.

Janet gets the zombie off of Kevin and pushes it back into the group behind them, knocking the zombies over like bowling pins. Kevin gets the baseball bat and takes a few out with one hit. They get to the door and get inside. A zombie sticks its hand between the door and the wall and Kevin forces the door shut.

INT. HOSPITAL - NIGHT

The hand falls off, blood spraying everywhere. Janet falls back and Kevin backs away from the door into a soda machine.

Kevin helps Janet up.

KEVIN

You okay?

JANET

Yeah I’m fine. Really.

KEVIN

Okay. All we need is a first aid kit and we need to get out of here.

INT. HALLWAY – NIGHT

Casey, alone, is on the roof of the apartment. She is looking over the edge down the ten stories of the building. Zombies invade the street below, but pay no attention to Casey.

Tony comes out onto the roof and stands next to Casey, looking down the building also.

TONY

Nobody?

CASEY

(Beat)

Nobody.

TONY

They’re everywhere. They’re surrounding the entire building.

(Beat)


You think we are going to make it?

CASEY


Why do you always think we aren’t going to make the right choices?

TONY

Okay, okay, sorry that I even brought it up.

(Beat)

I found this.

He pulls out a flare gun.

TONY (Continued)

I thought maybe we could use it if we see a helicopter or something.

CASEY

That’s probably the smartest thing you’ve ever said.

TONY

Hey, I don’t hear any brilliant ideas from you! All you do is sit around, arguing about every tiny thing I do.

CASEY

That’s because what you do never works!

TONY

Okay, okay, okay look, I am leaving. I’m getting out of this building and going somewhere else, since you think I am not good enough help for you!

CASEY

What? Are you crazy? That’s suicide!

TONY

Well you probably think I am better off dead so I’m making your wish come true.

Casey is about to say something, but closes her mouth as she sees something moving at the corner of her eye. She looks over towards the end of the street. A Suburban zooms down the road, all the zombies facing it.

CASEY

Tony! Tony wait! There’s a car coming!

TONY

Really?

Tony runs over to the edge.

CASEY

Shoot a flare!

He shoots a flare into the air, the red fireball flying into the sky.

INT. SUBURBAN – NIGHT

Stephen, driving, sees the flare. Amanda, passenger seat, and Josh and Pam, in the back, see Tony and Casey on the roof.

AMANDA

Stop!

STEPHEN

Are you kidding me? Not with all of these things around us!

PAM

They’re trapped! We need to help them.

STEPHEN


How do you know they aren’t going to turn into one of those things?

JOSH

Just stop the fucking car so we can get them, Stephen!

INT. BOTTOM FLOOR OF APARTMENT – NIGHT

Tony and Casey look through the windows of the bottom floor and see the Suburban drive next to the entrance, splattering zombies onto the ground.

TONY

Okay now!

EXT. APARTMENT – NIGHT

They run out and Josh opens the door.

JOSH

Come on! Get inside!

They climb in, the zombies stumbling closer. Right as they shut the door, Stephen speeds off, leaving zombies behind in the dust.

INT. HOSPITAL – NIGHT

Kevin and Janet walk into an undisturbed room. The sheets on the bed have been folded neatly and all cabinets and drawers have remained shut. Kevin opens up one of the cabinets, searching for the first aid kit.

JANET


Hurry.

Tony finds the first aid kit and checks to see if it has all it components in it.

KEVIN

Okay let’s go.

As they are about to walk out the room, Kevin stops, stopping Janet also. There is a slight shuffling noise, and they back away.

In front of them in the hallway, a zombie in a patient outfit walks by, the skin gray with a large bite mark on the arm. The zombie stops in front of the door. Kevin and Janet are motionless. The zombie grunts and moves on.

They walk out of the room and down the hallway the opposite way of the zombie, trying not to make a noise.

INT. TRUCK – DAWN

Ryan groans and checks his wound over and over again as Lena sits in the front seat of the car, watching the entrance of the hospital. She looks back at Ryan.

LENA

How long does it take for them to get a first aid kit?

RYAN

By the time they come back those things would have probably already surrounded the car.

Lena sighs and taps on the steering wheel. She presses her face against the window and looks around. A few zombies wander aimlessly around the front of the hospital. She looks to her right on the other side of the truck.

She looks back to find herself face to face with a very deformed face with only one eye and balding. The zombie punches through the window, shattering it, and grabbing Lena. She screams and thrashes around, accidentally kicking the gear into drive.

The car starts rolling down the hill towards a large bridge, its railings bent outwards from when other people have driven off and landing in the lake below.

LENA


Ryan help!

Ryan starts to get up, but they hit part of a parked car, sending Ryan against the side of the truck, his arm hitting the window, causing immense pain going through Ryan’s body. Lena’s head starts getting closer to the zombie’s gaping mouth, but she manages to keep it away. The truck reaches the bridge. A large, sharp pole sticking out of the bridge impales the zombie in the eye.

Looking like a hanged man, the zombie sways back and forth. Lena grabs the steering wheel, but it’s too late. The truck roles off the bridge and into the icy cold water.

EXT. HOSPITAL – DAWN

Kevin and Janet run out, searching for their missing truck. They hear Lena’s screams as they fall into the bridge.

JANET

Oh my God! What’s happening?

KEVIN

Fuck! The bridge!

EXT. TRUCK – UNDERWATER – DAWN

Lena has a bruise on her head from the steering wheel when they crashed into the water. The windshield is cracked and Ryan struggles to get to Lena, but he is caught. His ankle had been tangled up by the seatbelt, and he tries untangling it.

Lena slowly makes her way out of the window of the truck. Ryan tries getting her attention, but he fails. He pulls against the seatbelt, but starts losing his vision. His eyes slowly close. His body goes limp and he floats in the truck.

INT. LAKE SURFACE – DAWN

Barely bright out, Lena pops out of the surface. A thin layer of fog covers the surface of the lake. Lena breathes heavily and starts swimming to the shore.

LENA

Help! Somebody please help me!

She hears faint crying of her name and looks up. Over the edge of the bridge, Kevin and Janet look down upon her.

JANET

Lena! Lena are you okay?

KEVIN

Just swim to the shore! We’ll meet you there!

LENA

Please hurry!

Kevin and Janet disappear. Lena starts hyperventilating.

LENA

Hello? Kevin? Janet?


No answer. She slowly starts swimming to the shore. Behind her, where the crash was, bubbles float up towards the surface.

Lena gets to water up to her thighs. Shivering, she starts walking towards the shore. She hears a splash and turns around, seeing nothing.

LENA

Ryan?

Another splash. She looks around, but sees nothing. She backs away from the water, until she is on land. She backs into a tree and screams, turning around. Realizing it’s a tree, she laughs at her foolishness, until she starts hearing water dripping behind her.

She turns around, and sees a head slowly come out of the water. She focuses in on it. The body starts coming out of the water, the face facing straight up towards the sky. It’s Ryan.

His hair is slicked back and his face bluish gray. Black circles have formed around his eyes, which were milky white. Lena covers her mouth from screaming and backs away.

LENA

Kevin!!

She runs away, Ryan quickly following her.

INT. WOODS – DAWN

She zigzags around the trees, not knowing where she is going. In front of her, in the midst of the woods, are shadows of other zombies, coming her way. She sees a tree and runs over to it.

As she starts climbing up, the zombies surround the tree, snatching at her feet. She climbs up higher, screaming Kevin and Janet’s names.

Pushing the other zombies out of the way, Ryan looks up at Lena. He growls and studies the tree. Then the unthinkable happens. Lena looks down and sees Ryan grabbing a branch and pulling himself up, concentrating on Lena.

LENA

Ryan! Ryan please. It’s me, Lena. Remember?

Ryan continues climbing towards Lena, and she climbs to the top. The other zombies watch Ryan get up, and soon they follow him, climbing up the tree also.

EXT. BRIDGE – DAWN

Janet stops Kevin, looking up at the hanging corpse.

KEVIN

What is it?

JANET

Look...it’s not moving...

KEVIN

So?

JANET


I’ve seen those things get shot in the chest and they never went down.

(Finally coming to her)

The head. You have to get them in the head...

Lena’s screams echo through the air. Janet and Kevin run down the hill into the woods.

INT. WOODS – DAWN

The tree shakes violently as the zombies one by one climb up. One of the zombies, missing lips and chewed on ear, looks down at the roots.

Twisted over each other like vines, the roots look like they have been pulled out of the ground. The zombie pushes the tree and it shakes; the roots move a little out of the ground. The zombie cocks its head and pushes on it again, the tree slowly moving sideways.

The zombie starts pushing the tree over, and other zombies, getting a clue, start to help. As they push the tree over, Lena starts to lose her footing and slipping down. Ryan snaps at her feet, and almost loses his footing himself.

Lena screams as the tree is halfway pushed over. Kevin and Janet stop when they see the sight. The tree falls, Lena screams, the zombies topple over.

KEVIN

Lena!!

He grabs a large rock and runs over to the zombies, hitting their heads one by one. Janet grabs a large branch and helps, knocking the zombies over and smashing their faces. Lena crawls away, scraped and bruised.

They kill all the zombies and run over to Lena.

JANET

Are you okay?

LENA

(Pointing at Ryan)

He’s...He’s dead.

KEVIN

We need to get out. Soon there will be more.

LENA

He’s dead!

JANET

Come on Lena, we need to hurry.

They pick her up and walk deeper into the woods as other zombies from the bridge roll down the hill.

INT. SUBURBAN – DAWN

STEPHEN

(Through rearview mirror)

So...your names?

TONY

I’m, uh, Tony, and this is my—

CASEY

Ex-wife. My name is Casey.

JOSH

So do you have, like, a story or anything?

CASEY


I was stuck in my apartment back there for a week with him. It was a nightmare.

TONY

Oh please! All you ever do is get on my back and tell people how stupid or annoying I am.

CASEY


That’s because it’s the truth!

TONY

(To the others)

See! This is what she does in public! She tells people she barely knows what kind of person I am—

CASEY

He can’t be trusted! First he marries you and ends up sleeping with your sister—

TONY

I was afraid to go to sleep because I thought she was going to kill me after the biggest argument we’ve had since we got a divorce—

CASEY

And he always brings up things at the wrong time and it always turns out to be fights!

As the two argue, Stephen and Amanda look at each other with odd expressions on their face. Josh interrupts the couple.

JOSH

Excuse me, um, can we please worry about our survival right now?

PAM

Yeah. I mean, what if you were to die right now, and you wanted to apologize to each other, but end up being eaten?

CASEY


Why would I want to apologize to him?

JOSH

(Changing the subject)

This is something out of a horror movie. Always the monsters, always the arguers, always the people dying one by one...

PAM

Can we start over? Okay so your name is Tony, and your name is Casey. Hi I’m Pam.

She holds out her hand and they both shake it. She looks back at the other three survivors.

PAM (Cont’d)

(Pointing to Josh)

This is Josh...

(Pointing to Amanda)

...this is Amanda...

(Pointing to Stephen)

...and this is Stephen.

STEPHEN

Um, you guys, sorry to interrupt this moment, but I think we hit some trouble.

Up ahead of the Suburban is a large crowd of zombies stumbling around the streets. As the Suburban approaches, the zombies stop and stare at the car.

AMANDA

Back up and take another route.

Stephen tries changing gears, but the stick shift is jammed.

JOSH

What the hell are you doing?

STPHEN

It’s jammed!

The zombies start walking towards the vehicle.

PAM

Back up, Stephen!

STEPHEN

It’s jammed, God damn it!

AMANDA

Back up the fucking car!

The zombies surround the car and start rocking it. Everyone starts screaming.

The zombies’ faces are pressed against the windows, which are starting to crack.

PAM

They’re getting in!

TONY


Drive through them!

STEPHEN

I can’t! There are too many of them!

Without both of them noticing it, Tony and Casey hold onto each other.

AMANDA

Hurry up!

STEPHEN

Come on you piece of shit!

Suddenly, the window next to Pam explodes and dozens of cut up and decayed arms reach through and grab her. She screams and Josh tries pulling her back. Tony and Casey jump back on the opposite side of the car, when that window shatters also.

PAM

(Crying)

Get them off of me! Get them off!

Josh gets her out of the zombies’ grasps and he flies back, hitting his head against the side of the car. He falls to the floor unconscious.

Stephen gets the gear into reverse and slams on the pedal. He backs up, running over any zombies behind the car.

EXT. SUBURBAN – DAWN

Zombies’ bodies get dragged under the car, their bodies and heads getting crushed. Sickening sounds of bone crunching and the sound of blood splattering are heard.

The zombies try hanging on, but fall to the ground and get crushed by others racing after the car. Stephen stops, puts the car in the drive, and takes a right, leading them towards the residential area of the city.

INT. SUBURBAN – DAY

STEPHEN


Is everyone all right?

Tony and Casey realize they are hanging onto each other. They push each other off.

TONY


Yeah I’m fine.

PAM

Oh my God, Josh!

Pam grabs Josh and pulls him up. She lays him across the street and looks at her hand. It’s covered in blood.

PAM

He’s hurt.

AMANDA


Well the hospital is on the other side of the city. We aren’t going back there again.

STEPHEN

We can look in one of these houses and see if we can find anything that can help us.

EXT. SUBURBAN – DAY

As they drive down the street, a zombie slowly rises from the back of the car and onto the roof, being silent. He crawls over to the sunroof and looks down at Stephen and Amanda.

The zombie growls and punches the glass, cracking it. Amanda and Stephen look up. The zombie punches it again, and breaks through.

INT. SUBURBAN – DAY

Amanda screams as the zombie grabs her hair and pulls her up. Stephen tries making it let go, but swerves around and tries regaining control. The zombie lets go of Amanda and snatches Stephen’s ear. He screams and lets go of the wheel.

EXT. SUBURBAN – DAY

The car hits a van, making it spin around. The Suburban hits the curb and flips onto its side.

EXT. WOODS – DAY

Lena, Kevin, and Janet walk up to the edge of a street and look across towards the city. A police station is across the street and they run towards it.

INT. POLICE STATION – DAY

They run inside and look around. There is blood smeared on the walls, guns scattered across the floor, and a dead body lies behind a counter.

KEVIN

Do you two know how to handle a gun?

JANET

My dad used to teach me...

KEVIN

That’s good enough.

LENA

How can a gun stop them? They take the bullet like it’s nothing.

KEVIN

You have to shoot them in the head.

JANET

Okay go find some guns. And be careful.

The break apart and walk around the station, picking up anything that could protect them. Lena sees the dead body and tries to avoid it. She sees a full riot costume hanging on the wall and looks at it. She touches it.

LENA

You think this will help?

KEVIN

What?

LENA

This gear. It seems pretty heavy. Bite-resistant?

Kevin walks over to her and inspects the gear.

KEVIN

(Nodding)

It could work.

JANET


You can take it. I probably couldn’t handle it and Lena is probably too small.

KEVIN

Okay.

He grabs the gear and walks over to another room in the station.

KEVIN

If you need me, I will be in the “changing room”.

He walks away and Janet grabs a flashlight and a small pistol. Lena grabs a flashlight and points it to where the dead body...used to be.

Lena stops. She doesn’t see the body anywhere. Slowly, she walks over to where it used to be.

LENA

Janet...?

Janet turns around. Lena goes behind the counter and an officer zombie pops out at her. She screams and pushes it back.

LENA

Shoot it!

Janet points her pistol at the zombie who struggles to gain its balance. It starts walking towards Lena.

LENA

Janet shoot it!


Janet pulls the trigger. The bullet goes into the zombie’s shoulder. She shoots again, hitting the zombie’s leg.

LENA

Shoot it in the head!

Kevin runs out and sees the zombie. He grabs Lena and pulls her back. Janet shoots the zombie in the head. It falls down onto the ground.

KEVIN


Where did that come from?

JANET

I don’t know.

LENA

I want to get out of here.

JANET

Where would we go?

KEVIN

We should stay here for a while. 

LENA

No, no we should get out of here now. It’s not safe.

JANET

If we are going to stay some place over night, we should in a safer place.

INT. SUBURBAN – DAY

Stephen starts squeezing through the sunroof, grunting as he pulls himself out. Pam grabs Josh and starts moving him closer to the sunroof, as Amanda tries standing up. Tony and Casey, crawl over towards the middle part of the car.

Amanda stands up and opens her door. She feels the cut on her forehead and rubs it.

EXT. SUBURBAN – DAY

As she gets out, her bracelet falls off her wrist and onto the ground.

AMANDA

God damn it.

She reaches over but can’t reach the ground. Pam pulls Josh out of the sunroof and sits him up against the car. Tony and Casey are about to get to the roof.

Amanda pulls herself out of the car even more to reach for her bracelet when the zombie that was on the roof grabs her. She screams.

Stephen jumps up and runs over to her. He sees the zombie ripping out Amanda’s neck, blood coming out of her mouth, and her body twitching.

STEPHEN

Amanda!

He tackles the zombie and starts beating it to death with his fists. He smashes the zombie’s face in.

The creature becomes motionless and Stephen gets up and picks up Amanda’s dead body. Pam runs over and sees Amanda.

PAM

Jesus Christ...

TONY

Guys! Guys we need to go!

STEPHEN

I can’t believe it...I can’t...

PAM

Let’s just go! Now!

Stephen starts taking Amanda’s body out.

PAM

She’s dead, Stephen. We need to leave—

STEPHEN

Shut up! She’s not dead, she’s—

Amanda wakes up, screeching while grabbing Stephen. He jumps back and Amanda falls to the ground. Amanda looks at Pam and moves towards her. Pam backs away, Amanda follows.

PAM

Stephen...get her away from me...

Stephen stares at Amanda but can’t move.

CASEY

Pam!

Casey runs over to Amanda, but Amanda brings a fist at Casey’s face, knocking her to the ground. Amanda looks back at Pam, pops her neck, and screeches, RUNNING towards Pam.

PAM

Holy shit!

Pam runs away, Amanda chasing her. Tony picks up Josh and takes him towards the closest house while Stephen comes back into reality and goes after Pam to save her. Casey runs to Tony to help take Josh into a house. The Suburban explodes.

INT. STREETS – DAY

The explosion rises over the buildings to where Kevin, Janet, and Lena can see it.

LENA

Survivors?

KEVIN

I don’t know.

JANET

We should go check.

KEVIN

How do we know it’s safe?

LENA

I don’t think we should.

JANET

It’s the only way.

A screech. They turn around and a zombie comes from around the corner. It stops and looks at the group. The zombie starts RUNNING towards them. More zombies come from around the building following the leading creature.

KEVIN

Run!

They run down the street towards the neighborhood where the explosion occurred, and more zombies pop out from inside of buildings and go after them.

INT. HOUSE – DAY

Casey and Tony carry Josh in.

CASEY

How are they able to run?

TONY

I don’t know.

A zombie busts through the window and lands on Tony. Another two jump down from the upstairs and land on the floor. Casey runs into the kitchen as Tony fights off the creature.

INT. NEIGHBORHOOD – DAY

Pam is slowing down, but Amanda doesn’t show signs of getting tired. She is about to reach Pam when Stephen tackles her. Pam turns around and watches in horror.

STEPHEN

Pam! Go back to the house!

Pam doesn’t move.

STEPHEN

Now!

She turns around and runs back. Halfway towards the house, three more zombies come running out from between two houses. A woman thrusts her hands out, about to grab Pam, but she ducks and the woman misses. The other two zombies almost get her, but she dodges them, running and screaming.

EXT. ALLEY – DAY

Kevin and Janet stop, Lena runs into them.

KEVIN

Down there!

LENA

I’m not going down—

More zombies come down the opposite way towards them.

LENA (Continued)

—Okay let’s go.

INT. ALLEY – DAY

They run down the alley. Though it is daytime, the alley way is still dark. The zombies squeeze into the narrow space and chase after the humans.

The survivors run up to a large, nine-foot fence. They try knocking it down, but it won’t budge.

JANET

Oh my God! What do we do?

LENA

They’re coming!

JANET

Kevin!

KEVIN

Um...uh...up there!

He pushes a large crate under a ladder that goes up to the top of a building. Janet pushes Lena up the ladder, and then Kevin helps Janet up. The creatures are getting closer.

KEVIN

Hurry!

He gets up on the ladder and the zombies surround him. He kicks them back and they reach their hands up, thinking they can grab him.

INT. HOUSE – DAY

Casey runs into the kitchen and knocks over a trashcan. She stops at a counter and grabs the knife wrack. The two zombies run in and slow down at the doorway. She gets the largest knife.

CASEY

God help this work...

She throws the knife and hits one of the zombies in the shoulder.

INT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Tony, still in the living room, rolls over to where he is on top of the zombie. He elbows it in the nose, breaking it. He gets off the zombie and gets in the boxer position. The zombie growls angrily, looking at Tony, blood coming out of its nose.

The zombie attacks. Tony high kicks it in the face and the zombie stumbles back.

EXT. BUILDING – DAY

The zombies start climbing up the ladder. Lena rolls over the edge and crawls away. Janet pulls herself up and looks down at Kevin.

JANET

Hurry, Kevin!

KEVIN

It’s all right. I don’t think they are able to climb a ladder that well!

The zombies begin climbing up the ladder, faster than Kevin.

JANET

Kevin look out!

Kevin looks down and sees the zombies climbing up.

KEVIN

Shit!

He pulls out his pistol and shoots the first zombie in the eye, the zombie falling into the crowd. More zombies crowd around the ladder to get up.

KEVIN

(To Janet and Lena)

Go to the other buildings! I’ll be there in a second!

JANET

We’re not going anywhere without you. We—

KEVIN

Look if you stay here you could get yourself killed. Now just hurry up!

Janet turns to say something to Lena, but realizes she is gone. She sees Lena on the other side of the building, getting ready to jump.

JANET


Lena what are you doing?

KEVIN

What’s going on?

Kevin shoots another zombie.

LENA


I’m doing what he said. I don’t want to die.

JANET

Now Lena just hold on...

LENA

Come on!

She jumps.

JANET

Lena!!!

Lena makes it to the other building. She gets up and brushes herself off.

JANET

Are you okay?

LENA

Yeah—

The roof collapses under her. A giant, gaping hole forms under her and she grasps onto a piece of wood sticking out. Janet quickly jumps to the other building to help her.

Kevin is getting closer to the top of the ladder when the bolts holding into the building start to come loose, but he doesn’t notice. A woman grabs him by his ankle. Her jaw is missing and she tries biting him; she doesn’t realize that it’s no use. He shoots her.

INT. HOUSE – DAY

Casey throws another knife. The knife slices into a zombie’s eye. He falls down to the ground. The other zombie runs towards her. She sticks her knife out and the zombie runs into it.

The zombie stops and looks down at the knife in his stomach. Casey looks terrified at the zombie. He looks back up at her, blood coming out of his mouth. Casey slowly moves her hand and turns on the stove. The flames appear and the zombie lunges at her. She moves out of the way and the zombie lands on the stove.

INT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Tony kicks at the zombie. The zombie flies back again. Behind the creature, Tony sees many deer heads, mostly male. The antlers stick out with their jagged points. Tony rams into the zombie, pushing it into the deer antlers and they impale the creature. Blood splatters on Tony.

He backs away, an antler through the zombie’s eye. He walks towards the kitchen and is barely hit by the flaming zombie.

CASEY

Open the back door!

Tony runs to the back door and holds it open. The zombie rumbles down the hallway and out the door. Tony quickly shuts it.

EXT. HOUSE – DAY

Pam runs up to the front door of the house Tony and Casey are in. She tries opening the door, but it’s locked. She starts banging on it.

INT. HOUSE – DAY

Tony and Casey run to the door.

EXT. HOUSE – DAY

The zombies run up to Pam as Tony opens the door. The pull her in, but one of the zombies grabs Pam’s arm. She jerks her arm back, the zombie’s nails scratching her. Tony slams the door.

INT. NEIGHBORHOOD – DAY

Stephen gets on top of Amanda and grabs a crowbar from inside a car next to him.

STEPHEN

I’m sorry Amanda.

He jams the crowbar into her eye.

EXT. BUILDING – DAY

Janet pulls up Lena.

LENA

Thanks.

JANET

Let’s go.

They run off. Kevin is about to reach the top when the bolts pop out. The ladder starts falling back. Zombies at the bottom of the ladder struggle to hold on. The ladder hits the other building.

Kevin is about to fall he climbs up onto the other building and looks towards the neighborhood. Janet and Lena are out of sight.

INT. NEIGHBORHOOD – DAY

Stephen gets up, dropping the crowbar. He turns around and heads for the house.

INT. HOUSE – DAY

Tony and Casey block the broken window as Pam sits Josh up on the couch.

TONY

Is there a basement or something? Somewhere where we can stay for a while?

CASEY

Oh please. That place is a death trap.

PAM

There is one over there I think. Let me check.

Pam walks over to a door and opens it. She looks down a flight of stairs into a dark abyss. She flips the switch and the basement lights up.

TONY

Maybe we can stay there for a while. Until we at least regain out energy and sleep for a while.

PAM

I will see if there is a TV down there. There has to be something on that can inform us.

Pam walks down the stairs.

CASEY

It’s been about half a week. Chances are we are the only survivors.

INT. BASEMENT – DAY

Tony and Casey bring Josh down. Pam is flipping through channels, but each one is static.

TONY

I’ll get some food and water.

PAM

Nothing yet so far.

She gives up, accidentally knocking in a tape. The TV goes black and a news broadcast comes on.

CASEY


What’s that?

PAM

A recording of a news broadcast, I think.

Pam turns the volume knob.

INSERT ON TELEVISION

REPORTER

For those who are now joining us, there has seem to be a number of outbreaks of attacks. People have viciously attacked other people, causing riots and murder across the world. We have now concluded that these people are the living dead, with bite marks, exposed organs, and no reaction to being shot or experiencing pain. One of the creatures have been captured and tested on, and showing that the test subject had no heartbeat and had a craving for human flesh after its entire digestive tract was removed from its system. I am here with Chase Martin who had survived being attacked by these creatures. Chase, what is your story?

CHASE

There were at least fifteen or twenty of them: men, women, and children. We opened up at seventy, maybe eighty meters. I could see chunks of flesh blasting off their bodies. Our rounds were hitting their mark! They kept coming, they just kept coming. I sighted one and let go a full burst from my BXP. I know I snapped his spine, because the man dropped like a leaf. Legs still twitching, he kept crawling after me. At twenty meters, we opened up with the Vektor. Nothing. I watched bits of organ and bone blown out their backs. I watched limbs literally sawed off at the joints. The SS77 is the best MG ever made, 840 meters per second, 800 rounds per minute, and it wasn’t doing a goddamn thing. What grenades we had only downed one of them. One. His mangled body lay motionless with a still snapping head. My partner, Johnson, let go with his RPG. The damn rocket went right through his soft target and took out a rock behind it. Finally at five meters, we used the last bit of fuel in the flamethrower. The sons of bitches lit up like torches but just wouldn’t stop.

REPORTER

Wait so you are telling me that you shot those things and you burnt them and they still kept on coming towards you?

CHASE

I found that you had to shoot them in the head to take them down. Unfortunately I found that out after Johnson was ripped apart by those flaming bitches. They surrounded him as I ran off into the woods. Goddamn the devil’s mother, what the hell were we supposed to do?

REPORTER

Hold on there is new information coming in.

The reporter puts his hand up to his ear and listens patiently.

REPORTER

This just in, it seems...it seems that those who are bitten soon die and come back to life as them.

(Listens for some more)

They say it takes about four to five hours for the process to take full effect. Side effects are paleness in the face, coughing, wheezing, muscle stiffness, and some nausea. Fever is the most common.

Someone hands the reporter a piece of paper.

REPORTER

(Reading over paper)

It seems that the dead have been risen by a virus, or a germ, that enters the brain and reanimates it. The virus doesn’t seem to be airborne, but the recently deceased will rise or have risen once this virus has reached their brains. I would advise you to stay in your homes and lock all your doors and windows. We are not positive that help is on the way but—

INT. BASEMENT – DAY

The TV goes out; there’s only static.

CASEY

Jesus Christ...

Tony comes down the stairs with bags of food.

TONY

What’s going on?

PAM

We found out what is going on.

TONY

What?

CASEY


The dead are walking.

EXT. HOUSE – DAY

The three zombies are still at the door. Stephen stops.

STEPHEN

Damn.

He looks at the burning car and grabs a tree branch. He lights the branch on fire; one of the zombies sees him.

STEPHEN

Come and get it...

The zombie screeches. The other ghouls turn. They run after Stephen. Stephen gets ready in the batter’s position. The creature runs up and Stephen slams the branch into the zombie’s head. The zombie catches fire.

Stephen pushes the flames in another zombie’s face, and the zombie backs away, shielding its face. The other zombie backs away from the burning zombie, moaning. Stephen tries again, pushing the flame in the zombie’s chest. The zombie jumps back.

The creature on fire falls over on one of the other ghouls, spreading the flames. Stephen slowly makes his way to the door, keeping the last zombie back away from him.

Stephen is about to open the door when he sees two figures running towards him. He gets his flames running.

JANET

Hey! Hey! It’s okay, we’re not one of those things!

The last zombie looks at the humans and gets ready to run towards them when Stephen busts its head open with the branch.

STEPHEN

Are you two the only survivors left?

JANET


There was someone with us, but we don’t know where he is now.

LENA

Please let us stay with you.

STEPHEN

Sure come on before more of those things come.

JANET

Thank you so much.

They go inside.

INT. HOUSE – DAY

STEPHEN

I’m with four other people. Pam!? Tony!?

JANET

Where are they?

STEPHEN

I don’t know...

PAM (O.S)

We’re down here!

INT. BASEMENT – DAY

They walk down the stairs. Pam runs over to Stephen.

PAM

Oh Stephen I thought you didn’t make it...

STEPHEN

I found two other survivors.

PAM

That’s great! 

STEPHEN

This is...um...I didn’t get their names.

JANET

Janet.

LENA

Lena.

PAM

We’ve found out what is happening.

They sit down and get comfortable.

STEPHEN

So what exactly is going on?

CASEY

We found this tape, a recording of the news. They were talking about...well you might find this odd or impossible but...they said the dead have risen.

LENA


What?

PAM


They said that it’s the bite that made it spread so quickly. Whoever has been bitten soon dies and becomes one of those...zombies...


Josh groans and opens his eyes.

PAM

Josh? He’s waking up!

JOSH

What’s going on?

PAM

It’s hard to explain...

JANET

Wait, I thought zombies only walked...why are they running?

STEPHEN

Hey, they have been walking constantly all week. All that walking had to give them some leg muscle.

CASEY

Or maybe they learned how too.

LENA

What should we do? Where are we going to go?

PAM

Where are we going to stay? We need to be at a place where there is enough food and water to last a while.

STEPHEN

Well we have food and water here‑

TONY


That’s not enough. Besides, we can’t stay here. One window is already broken and this just isn’t a safe place.

CASEY

But where could we go?

LENA

What about Hawaii?

TONY

Hawaii?

LENA

We studied stuff about it at my school before this thing happened.

STEPHEN

But why Hawaii?

LENA

There aren’t that many people on it. That gives us a better chance of surviving.

TONY

But it’s an island. It has deathtrap written all over it.

JANET

(Nodding)

We can do it. We can survive. If we survived this long, we can do it at another place also.

JOSH

Can somebody please tell me what the hell is going on?

CASEY

The world is being overrun by the living dead.

JOSH

What?

CASEY

A virus had brought them back to life and now whoever they kill will soon become a...zombie.

TONY


This is like something out of a bad dream.

PAM

More like something out of a horror movie.

Pam cringes and holds her arm. She examines her scratches. They are red and blotchy.

JANET


You okay?

PAM

Yeah.

LENA

What happened?

PAM

One of those fuckers scratched me as I ran in.

TONY

(Suddenly panicked)

If you were scratched does that mean you are going to turn into one of those things?

CASEY

No, they said it was only the bite that caused it. Pam, you are going to be fine. Don’t worry about it.

PAM


Thanks, Casey.

JANET

Well if we are going to go to Hawaii, we might as well start on it tonight.

JOSH

No I’m beat.

PAM

What? You were unconscious for an hour. How can you be tired?

TONY

He’s not the only one. I think we should hold up ‘til tomorrow.

LENA

What if they break in?

STEPHEN

We can sleep in shifts.

JANET

And we have to get to the airport? That is across the city!

TONY

Well it’s our only chance. Now if we are going to be leaving tomorrow, I suggest we all get some sleep. Who is the first to volunteer to stay up and watch us?

Silence.

STEPHEN


I guess I will.

INT. HOUSE – NIGHT

Casey walks out of the basement and into the dark living room of the house. The zombie bodies still on the floor are more rotted than when they first saw them. She walks over towards the nearest bathroom.

INT. BATHROOM – NIGHT

She turns on the light and shuts the door. She looks at her face in the mirror and splashes water on it.

CASEY

(To herself)

What are we going to do?

She sighs. Suddenly a figure passes the bathroom window. She jerks around to barely see the figure. She quickly runs out, shutting off the light.

INT. HOUSE – NIGHT

It’s dark. Barely anything is visible. She turns to go to the basement when she sees that the back door is open. She runs over to it and shuts it. Hyperventilating, she quickly walks over to the basement door...

...when it swings open. She screams, but covers her mouth to muffle it. It’s only Tony.

TONY

What are you doing here?

CASEY


I...I was just going to the bathroom...

TONY

Okay well come back down. It’s my turn to watch.

There’s a noise in the kitchen.

TONY

What the hell was that?

CASEY

I don’t know— the back door was open, something passed the window, I—

TONY

Stay here.

CASEY

Something came inside...

Tony walks towards the kitchen, trying to be as quiet as possible. He picks up a bat leaning against the wall. Carefully, he aims. He pulls out a flashlight from his pocket and turns it on. He is about to go into the kitchen when the figure pops out.

INT. BASEMENT – NIGHT

Everyone wakes up to Casey’s scream.

PAM

What was that?


STEPHEN

Where’re Casey and Tony?

Everyone gets up and runs up the stairs.

INT. HOUSE – NIGHT

They run through to see Tony pointing the flashlight in Kevin’s face.

KEVIN

Jesus Christ!


JANET

Kevin!

They embrace.

TONY


You two know each other?

KEVIN

We were a group. We got separated. I found this house from the fire over there.

JANET


I thought you were dead...

LENA


How did you get here?

STEPHEN

Come on let’s go back downstairs before more of those things get here.

INT. BASEMENT – NIGHT

Kevin is eating a bag of chips and drinking bottled water. Josh is slowly falling back asleep and Pam has her eyes closed.

KEVIN

It was hard...But I made it.

LENA

How did you find us here?

KEVIN

Did a little slip up with those things and found a shorter way into the neighborhood without going into the city. Found out fire keeps them back.

STEPHEN

That is what I did. They’re...they’re afraid of fire.

KEVIN


What are they?

CASEY

We found out earlier today when we first got here. They’re the walking dead.

KEVIN

Walking? More like running to me.

TONY

We don’t know how they started running. Our only theory is that they learned how to.

JANET

And we found out a place to go.

KEVIN


Where?

JANET

We were thinking of going to Hawaii. A low population, away from danger...if we are able to survive here, we’re able to survive there.

PAM

That is if we can get to the airport without being seen.

KEVIN

Airport? That’s on the other side of the city. No way we’ll make it.

TONY

We’re going to think of a plan to get out of here. We just need to rest. I’ll be watching, you all get some sleep.

KEVIN

How long do we each watch each other?

TONY

An hour.

KEVIN

All right.

Lena looks out the basement window. A long, disturbing moan comes from a nearby zombie. Lena looks away.

STEPHEN

Don’t let that moan get to you, Lena.

LENA

It’s been going on since we got here. I’m gonna go insane.

Everyone starts to go to sleep except for Tony.

STEPHEN

Just a few more hours and we’re out of here. Out of here headed for safety.

LENA

Yeah. But the question that will keep you thinking for the rest of the night is: “When you wake up and you’re ready to go, what do you think will be behind that door? What will be waiting for you?”

As everyone falls asleep, Tony adjusts his position uncomfortably. Somewhere near the house is another uncanny moan.

INT. BASEMENT – DAY

DREAM SEQUENCE

Lena wakes up from her slumber. Nobody is in the basement. Scared and confused, she gets up and slowly walks to the staircase.

INT. HOUSE – DAY

The basement door creaks as she opens it and the front door is cracked. She walks outside.

EXT. HOUSE – DAY

The neighborhood is empty and still destroyed.

LENA

Hello!? Kevin? Janet?

Silence.

LENA

Casey! Josh!

She hears to gunshots in the distance. She walks forward and sees a figure standing in the middle of the road. It’s Ryan, still dressed in his same clothes. She can’t see his face for his back is facing her.

LENA


Ryan? I...thought you were—

RYAN

—Dead?

(He chuckles)

No, Lena. I’m fine. Really.

LENA

Your hand. It’s bleeding.

RYAN

It’s fine. I just need to wash it off.

LENA

Are you okay?

RYAN

Yes I said I was fine. I’m just hungry.

LENA

For what? We have food in the house...

RYAN

I’m sorry Lena.

LENA

Sorry for...

She walks up to him and turns him around. His face is smashed from the branch Kevin hit him with. His eyes are rolled back. His face is more decayed than when she last saw him. Everything starts rotating around Lena as she screams.

END DREAM SEQUENCE

INT. BASEMENT – MORNING

Stephen is shaking Lena.

STEPHEN

Lena come on. Wake up. We’re going.

LENA

What? Huh? Oh okay.

PAM

(Face very pale and eyes black)

Guy I don’t feel so hot.

JOSH

Jesus Christ look at you.

PAM

I feel so sick.

JOSH

Here drink this.

He hands her some water. She takes a sip, but pushes it into Josh’s chest, bends over, and throws up.

Coughing and wheezing, she stands up and walks towards the door.

TONY

(To Janet)

Maybe it was something she ate.

Kevin comes down the stairs, passing Pam and looking back at her.

KEVIN

What’s up with her?

CASEY


She isn’t feeling wheel.

KEVIN


Great. All we need is someone to be sick while we travel.

JANET

Is everything ready?

KEVIN

Almost. I checked outside the windows and I didn’t see anything. I think we can make it out of the neighborhood safely.

TONY


Well we can’t make it on foot. We’re going to need a vehicle.

LENA

Something big. Like a bus or something.

CASEY

Or at least a truck.

JANET

What about the barricades? There has to be dozens of them around the city.

KEVIN

I think we would be able to smash through them.

INT. HOUSE – MORNING

Kevin is passing around guns to those who are able to shoot with them.

KEVIN

Use these carefully. Don’t play around them and don’t point them at anyone even with the safety on. If you are trying to shoot one while it’s attacking someone, make sure you have a clear shot before doing so.

He walks up to the front door.

KEVIN

Ready?

Everyone nods. He opens the door.

EXT. HOUSE – MORNING

Emptiness. Only fires burn and papers roll with the breeze through the streets of the deserted neighborhood. They walk out onto the street and see no cars.

JANET

Now what?

JOSH

There’s got to be a car somewhere.

STEPHEN

Well let’s just manage to get out of this neighborhood alive.

INT. NEIGHBORHOOD - MORNING

They walk down the large street towards the city. Pam is hanging on Josh’s shoulder, coughing and drooling.

PAM

You guys should just leave me. I’m only slowing you down.

JOSH

No, Pam, we have to stick together. You’re going to be fine. You just need to rest. We’ll do that when we get inside a car.

PAM

My arm hurts, I can’t walk, I feel so sore, I’m throwing up...these are the side effects.

JOSH

Side effects of what?

CASEY


Turning into one.

JOSH

But you said it was the bite. She hasn’t been bitten.

Pam’s eyes turn white and starts having convulsions. He body shakes violently and she falls to the ground.

JOSH

Pam? Pam!

He tries getting her up, but she keeps slipping out of his grip and throwing up.

TONY

Get back!

He points the gun at Pam.

JOSH

No!

JANET

Stop!

Janet keeps Tony from shooting Pam.

JANET

I’m not an expert at this kind of stuff, but my guess is that if you shoot her, hundreds more will soon be here.

Josh holds Pam’s limp body to his.

JOSH

She’s gone.

LENA

Janet...

TONY

If Casey is right, she should be coming back.

JOSH

She wasn’t fucking bitten!

LENA


Janet...

JANET

What?

LENA

Look...

Lena points at Pam’s twitching arm. Janet walks up to Josh.

JANET

Josh...get back...

JOSH

Why?

JANET


Just get back. She’s dead.

JOSH

No she isn’t, she’s—

Josh looks at Pam’s face. Her eyes are open, her eyes almost gone. Her mouth is gaping and her face is gray. Josh screams and pushes back and Pam attacks. She gets up and faces Tony. He shoots her in the face, blood splattering on Josh. The gunshot echoes through the neighborhood.

JANET

What did I tell you about shooting you bastard?

Before Tony can speak, screeches of zombies fade in and get louder as they get closer.

KEVIN

We need to find a car...now...

The zombies come from around the corner, racing down the street towards the group. Josh is still lying on the ground, mourning for Pam. Kevin picks him up but has to drag him away from her body.

JOSH

No!


KEVIN

It’s no use! Come on!

The zombies pass Pam’s body and get closer to Josh and Kevin.

EXT. DELIVERY TRUCK – MORNING

The back door is open and everyone jumps in while Janet gets in the front door. There aren’t any keys so she rips out the wires and starts attempting to hotwire it.

Kevin and Josh are almost to the truck, the zombies following right behind them.

KEVIN

(To Josh)


Get in the back!

CASEY

Come on!


More zombies come from other streets of the neighborhood and run towards Josh and Kevin. They split, Josh going to the back and Kevin going to the passenger side of the truck.

STEPHEN

Get in!

INT. TRUCK - MORNING

Josh jumps in just in time as the zombies surround the back. Kevin gets to the door as two zombies run up to him and grab his legs. He kicks them off and shuts the door. They bang at the window.

LENA

Hurry!

JANET


I’m trying!

The truck starts. Tony and Stephen try shutting the back door while kicking zombies off that try to get in. One zombie starts climbing in. Casey shoots at it, hitting the zombie’s shoulder, knocking out of the truck. Janet steps on the pedal and drives off.

LENA

(To Josh)


Are you all right?

JOSH

Yeah.

KEVIN

(To Janet)

You know how to get out of this neighborhood?

JANET

Yeah. Just go straight out here and take a right into the city.

(Beat)

Is there another way that we can get to the airport without going into the city?

KEVIN


This is the only way. And even if there were, we wouldn’t make it according to how much gas this thing has.

Janet looks down at the gas gauge. It’s almost empty.

JANET

This just keeps getting better and better.

INT. CITY – DAY

The truck starts to sputter and slow down. Janet curses at the truck.

KEVIN


Wait, wait! Look!

He points in front of them. In front of them is a large building. At the top of the building is a lit sign that says: “Guns & Ammo” and below it, it says: “The only good gun is a loaded one.”

INT. GUNS & AMMO – DAY

They walk in, carefully inspecting the place. Once they find out that the place is clear and harm-free, they separate.

TONY

Remember if you get a gun, get the right bullets for it!

They grab twelve gauges, .22-Caliber Rimfires, Magnums, Semiautomatic Rifles, AK-47s and others. Kevin grabs all the bullets he can get and stuffs them in his back, while others dress up in different clothes, getting out of their blood-stained clothing.

KEVIN

Okay we have everything?

STEPHEN

Yeah I think so.

CASEY


Don’t forget flashlights, lanterns, compasses...the usual.

KEVIN

Put all that in a bag. We could really need those.

Kevin looks around.

KEVIN


Where’s Janet and Lena.

INT. BATHROOM – DAY

Janet and Lena are changing into more comfortable clothes. Janet walks up to the mirror and ties her hair in a ponytail.

JANET

Finally we’re getting out of here.

LENA

Yeah.

(Beat)

We are going to make it, right?

JANET

(Moving towards Lena)

Of course we are.

LENA

I do wish Ryan were here though.

Lena walks out of the bathroom. Janet suddenly gets discouraged. She gazes down at her feet.

 INT. GUNS & AMMO – DAY

They all group up.

KEVIN

Okay we’re all here. Are y’all ready?

CASEY


No.

EXT. GUNS & AMMO – DAY

They only take a few steps out of the building when Kevin stops. In the distance, a few zombies stumble around aimlessly.

KEVIN

Shit.

STEPHEN

What? We can take them. There are only four of them.

KEVIN

We can’t. We’re in the city now. Remember when Tony shot Pam?

LENA


The sound attracts them, huh?

STEPHEN

We can make it in the truck and get away.

KEVIN

No. We can’t. If those find out we’re here, soon all of them will. We can’t take the chances.

JOSH

Fuck them. I want to get out of here.

Josh walks out towards the truck.

KEVIN

Josh—

CASEY

—No!

Josh gets to the truck when a group of creatures run at him. They attack him and tackle him to the ground. He screams.

Kevin looks up. The zombies down the street stop and look in their direction. They start running down the street, screeching and moaning.

TONY

Shit! They know we’re here!

JOSH

Jesus Christ help me!

Kevin pulls out his magnum and blows off all the zombies’ heads. Josh has been bit on his neck and arms. His shirt is torn and he is bleeding massively.

More zombies come in all directions. Tony starts shooting at them, taking some down, others hit them like the bullets are nothing.

Kevin runs over to Josh and starts pulling him towards the store.

TONY 

What are you doing?

CASEY

He’s not going to make it, Kevin! Come on!

KEVIN


We’re not leaving him out here!

JANET

Kevin what are you doing? He’s going to become one of them.

Josh slips out of Kevin’s hands. He picks him up again. The zombies pass the truck and head towards them.

LENA

Get inside!


Kevin pulls Josh in. Just when he thought they were going to make it, the zombies grab Josh and start pulling him out, some chewing on his legs.

KEVIN

No! Let go of him!

CASEY

No!

It’s Tug-o-War between Kevin and the zombies as Josh gets ripped apart. He gets pulled out of Kevin’s arms. Josh tries hanging on to Kevin’s left arm, but slips out, leaving a bloody smear.

The doors shut.

INT. GUNS & AMMO - DAY

Kevin backs away. The zombies pound on the glass doors and windows; many already cracked and breaking.

JANET

Oh God, what are we going to do?

STEPHEN

Is there a back door?

LENA

I remember seeing one on my way to the bathroom!

TONY

Come on let’s go!


They run towards the exit of the building and open the door into an alleyway.

INT. ALLEY - DAY

Steam runs from the buildings’ pipes and the place is wet. They start running down the alley.

Lena trips and falls into a large puddle, getting soaked. Stephen turns around and helps her up. He sees a dark figure move about in the steam. He pulls out his gun and shoots a creature that jumps out of the steam, landing in another puddle.

Everyone hears the glass shattering from inside the building and hear the zombies getting closer to the back door.

KEVIN


Come on!

INT. STREET - DAY

They run out of the alley to an open area. It’s zombie-free, but the zombie screeches are getting closer. At the end of a street is a Sam’s Club.

TONY


There! We can stay there for a while!

They run down the street towards the super market, making sure the zombies don’t follow them.

A zombie jumps out from behind two cars, ready to attack. Tony shoots the zombie in the head, blood splattering on the two cars.

INT. PARKING LOT – DAY

A few cars are in the parking lot, neatly parked inside the parking space. A few shopping carts are scattered about, some knocked over with food still in them.

A shopping cart is in between the sliding doors, the sliding doors closing, then opening back up repeatedly over and over again. Kevin pushes the cart out of the way and they walk inside.

INT. SAM’S CLUB – DAY

CASEY


What are we going to do about the doors? They’re motion censored.

STEPHEN

Is there any tape around here?

Lena walks over to a counter and sees a roll of tape sitting on a shelf. She grabs it and gives it to Stephen.

LENA

Here.

STEPHEN

Thanks.

He walks up to the doors, stands on the shopping cart, and reaches up to the motion sensors.

STEPHEN (Continued)

We cover up the motion sensors and they won’t open if any of them walk up here.

He covers up both sides and tests it. The doors don’t open when he walks in front of them.

JANET

As long as it keeps us safe in here.

KEVIN


Okay, we’ll stay in here for a while.

STEPHEN

(Walking further into the store)

We have the food, the water, everything we need.

CASEY

But those things can still break in.

Kevin grabs a metal gate above the doors and pulls it down.

KEVIN


This could help.

(He smiles)

I suppose all the entrances and exits have these kinds of gates. We should block all the sensors and pull the gates down so we don’t get noticed.

The group scatters and they start blocking the sensors and pulling down the gates.

EXT. SAM’S CLUB – NIGHT

A few zombies wander around the parking lot, but pay no attention to the survivors inside.

INT. SAM’S CLUB – NIGHT

Janet and Kevin are eating bags of chips while leaning against the wall by themselves.

JANET

And I said that I couldn’t go out with him and he took it so seriously. Every night he would call me, leaving a message telling me to call him back.

KEVIN

Wow he really had a thing for you.

JANET

Yeah. Finally he got a clue and left me alone.

Kevin takes a sip of his soda.

JANET


That jackass is probably dead and one of those things out there.

KEVIN


You’d like to see him as one wouldn’t you?

JANET

Well I wouldn’t want to...well okay maybe I would, but it was because he was so obsessed with me...

Stephen flips a switch on the wall near the manager’s office and “Stars” by Switchfoot starts playing on the overhead speakers of the store.

Lena and Stephen come running down an aisle with shopping carts, grabbing as much food as they can get. The go opposite directions as the end of the aisle.

Kevin and Janet dance to the song, while Tony plays a video game. Casey tries on some clothes that are laid out on tables in the middle of the store.

Lena fools around with a digital camera, taking pictures of everyone. Tony comes around with a video camera, talking to himself with it and video taping Casey, who pushes the camera away when he gets near her.

They do other fun stuff, and soon, everyone is asleep.

INT. SAM’S CLUB – DAY

Everyone is at a table with a large map of the city. Kevin points at the spot they are in.

KEVIN

Okay we are here. The airport is over here. We have to travel through the city to get there, and if we want to get there alive, we might as well go now.

TONY


We don’t even have something to drive to the airport. How are we going to get there?

CASEY


And how do we know if we have enough guns and ammo?

STEPHEN


There may not be that many out there when we leave.

TONY

Or there could be a truck in the loading zone in the back.

JANET

But nobody knows how many of those things could be out there.

Tony gets up and starts walking to the back of the store. Everyone gets up, but only Kevin follows him.

KEVIN

What are you doing?

TONY

I’m going to go check.

KEVIN

You don’t know how many could be back there.

TONY

For all we know, there could be thousands. But our ride out of this fucking place is in there, and I want to get out of here.

Tony walks off towards the back. Everyone runs after him.

INT. LOADING ZONE – DAY

Tony stops at the door.

JANET

Maybe it’s not such a bad idea. You can hold a lot of stuff in the back of this. Food, water, people...

KEVIN

But can the keys be still there?

TONY

Well,

(Puts his hand on doorknob)

We’re just going to have to find out.

Kevin and Stephen get ready, holding out their guns. Tony pulls out a pistol and keeps it next to his face. He slowly opens the door a crack, and then swings it open. What they were expecting was a zombie-filled room when it is really a metal gate.

Kevin and Stephen put their guns down. Everyone is relieved.

STEPHEN


It’s the gate to the back of the truck.

TONY

Well it’s open.

There is a small crack at the bottom of the gate. Blood is leaking out of it.

CASEY


Blood?

LENA

Not a good sign.

TONY

Look do you want to get out of here or what?

Silence.

KEVIN

Okay,

(Braces himself)

Let’s do it.

Kevin gets on the other side of the gate and gets ready to open it. They both slide it up quick. The back is dark; Stephen turns on his flashlight and shines it in.

Suddenly, out of nowhere, a zombie jumps out of the darkness. Kevin quickly shoots at it, blowing its head off. Everyone gasps. Stephen shines all around the inside of the truck, and there are more zombies than they expected.

The creatures are eating a few bodies that can barely be recognized. They all look up, drop the bodies, and get ready to attack.

Suddenly, as if they all knew when to strike, they run at the group together. Stephen and Kevin shoot while Tony moves out of the way. One of the ghouls runs up and Stephen shoots at it, blood splattering everywhere and on the survivors.

There are more blasts and soon all the zombies have been killed.

KEVIN

Move.

INT. TRUCK - DAY

Everyone runs inside the truck except for Kevin and Tony. 

EXT. TRUCK - DAY

They slip through the cracks and run outside, where zombies await them. They start shooting at the zombies that run towards them, and they hurry and get inside the truck. Kevin searches for the keys, but they aren’t anywhere.

Tony runs inside. A zombie with a burned face runs up and attacks him, but he quickly kicks him off. Tony pulls out his gun and shoots the zombie in the head.

KEVIN

Where are the keys?!?

INT. TRUCK – DAY

Janet opens up a small compartment door at the end of the truck to where she can see Tony and Kevin.

JANET


What’s going on?

KEVIN

I can’t find the keys!

Janet jumps down from the boxes and searches around. She sees one of the dead bodies. Closing her eyes, she feels for keys inside the man’s pockets but finds nothing.

EXT. TRUCK – DAY

More zombies surround Tony as he tries fighting them off. Kevin looks in front of them. More zombies are running to the truck.

INT. TRUCK – DAY

Janet searches the other body and finds the keys inside the pocket. She goes back up to the small door and throws them to Kevin. He turns on the truck and they drive off. Casey starts shutting the back gate, but it gets jammed in the middle.

CASEY

Damn it! Close you bastard!

Zombies surround the back and starts attempting to climb in, but Lena and Stephen kick them off.

KEVIN

Okay no stops or anything. This time we’re getting to the airport.

TONY

Shit, that was close man.

INT. CITY STREETS – DAY

They drive through the streets, swerving around abandoned cars and driving through partly blocked roads.

As the airport comes into sight, Kevin speeds up. Zombies come out of alleys and buildings and start chasing after the truck.

They are coming to a sharp turn when a figure runs out to the middle of the road, waving its arms and jumping up and down. The headlights shine on the figure and Kevin realizes it’s a normal person. He slams on his breaks and swerves around the man, barely missing him.


They go around the sharp turn, but lose control. The truck slams into cars piled up on one another. A telephone pole, leaning sideways and sharp at the tip, slices through the metal siding of the truck and goes through. The truck slams into a wall.

Everyone in the back of the truck flies forward and hits the wall. Tony’s door busts open and he falls out onto a trash pile, next to a dead body.

EXT. TRUCK – DAY

The man runs over to the truck, smoke billowing from the engine. Kevin opens the door and stumbles out. The man, WALTER STANTON, helps Kevin stay up.

WALTER

Are you okay?

KEVIN

Yeah...yeah, I’m fine.

Tony opens his eyes and looks next to him at the dead body. He gasps and gets up, pointing the gun at the dead body, but realizes it’s not a zombie. He starts putting his gun away when a real zombie jumps out. He quickly pulls his gun out and shoots the zombie in the chest. The ghoul flies back but immediately gets up. Tony shoots it in the head.

Kevin and Walter run over.

KEVIN


You all right?

TONY

Yeah.

(Pointing to Walter)

Who’s he?

WALTER


My name’s Walter Stanton. I thought I was the only survivor.

KEVIN

You can tag along with us. We’re going to the airport.

WALTER

Oh I’m a pilot. I can help you get to wherever you need to go.

TONY

It’s damn lucky you found us.

KEVIN


What happened to you?

WALTER

I couldn’t even make it to the car when those things attacked. I figured I go to the city and see if there were people that could help. I was wrong. The whole place was swarming with those things.

INT. TRUCK – DAY

Janet gets up, rubbing her head. Smoke is filling inside. Stephen gets up from under boxes that fell on top of him.

JANET

Stephen?

STEPHEN

I’m all right.

JANET


Stephen?

STEPHEN

What?

JANET


Where’s Lena?

Lena isn’t inside the truck. Janet is about to search for Lena when she sees Casey.

The telephone pole had impaled Casey when they hit the side of the building. The pole went through her stomach, and she starts coughing up blood.

JANET

Oh my God, Casey, okay hold on. We’re going to get you out.

CASEY

It hurts...

JANET

I know it hurts. Just hold on.

STEPHEN

Jesus Christ.

JANET

Stephen, go find Lena. Kevin!!!

STEPHEN


I think Lena fell out of the truck when we crashed.

JANET

Just go find her now!

Stephen slips through under the gate. Janet caresses Casey’s face.

JANET


It’s going to be okay now. Just hang in here.

CASEY


I’m not going to make it...

JANET

Oh God. Please just stay with me. I don’t want to lose any more people. Kevin!!!

CASEY

Janet...Janet...

JANET

What?

CASEY

(Coughing up more blood)

Tell Tony that I’m sorry for what I did. I never meant anything I said.

JANET

Oh God, Casey...

CASEY


Tell him that I love him—

Casey’s voice cuts out. Her eyes slowly close and her head falls forward.

JANET


Casey?

(Beat)

Casey please wake up...

(Beat)

No...

EXT. TRUCK – DAY

STEPHEN

Lena!


A cough. Another cough. Stephen walks over towards the sound. Lena is lying on the ground, scraped up and bruised.

STEPHEN

Lena!

LENA

Stephen?

Stephen helps Lena up. He walks her over to the side of the truck. Kevin walks over to them.

STEPHEN

(To Kevin)

Janet wants you...

INT. TRUCK – DAY

Kevin walks to the gate.

KEVIN


We need to hurry—

(He sees Casey)

Oh Jesus...

(He looks away, but looks back)

JANET


She’s gone...

KEVIN

What about Tony?

JANET

I’ll tell him.

KEVIN

Okay.

JANET
(To Casey)

I’m sorry, Casey—

Casey’s eyes open and she screeches, grabbing Janet. Janet screams and backs away, pulling Casey out of the telephone pole.

Kevin pulls out a shotgun and blows off Casey’s head. Blood and brains splatter on Janet.

JANET

(Crying)

No!!

She runs over to Kevin and Kevin hold on to her. He gently pushes her off of him and looks at her.

KEVIN

We need to get out. They’re going to be here soon.

JANET

(Sniffing)

Okay.

EXT. TRUCK – DAY

They all meet up on the side of the truck.

KEVIN

Okay everyone we need to move. The airport is just over there.

Kevin starts walking when Tony stops him.

TONY

Where’s Casey?

KEVIN

I—

JANET

Kevin. Let me tell him.

TONY


What’s going on?

JANET

Tony, Casey’s...Casey’s dead.

TONY


What?

Tony pushes Kevin out of the way and quickly moves to the back of the truck.

JANET

She said she was sorry, Tony. She was sorry for the fight, for the divorce, for everything she ever did to you.

Tony looks in the truck and sees her dead body lying on the floor. He screams out and leans against the side of the truck.

TONY

I can’t believe this!

He slams his fist on the side of the truck.

JANET


She said she loved you.

Silence.

JANET

She was sorry for everything. And I know— you know— we call know— that she would always love you, no matter what happened.

TONY

I never thought she would go that soon though...

LENA

We’ve all lost someone we loved.

Zombie moans fade in. Everyone looks in the same direction from where the zombies are coming from.

WALTER


Are we going to the airport or what?

INT. CITY STREETS – DAY

The zombies suddenly come around a corner and run down the long street towards the truck.

KEVIN

Come on!

LENA

Let’s go! Hurry!

JANET

(To Tony)

Come on, Tony, we’re going.

TONY

No...

Janet pulls Tony away from the truck and they start running down the street.

Walter, ahead of the gang, points at a street on the right.

WALTER

This street will take us to the airport quicker!

KEVIN

As long as it gets us there it’s fine with me!

They run down the street and get closer to the airport.

EXT. AIRPORT – DAY

They get to a fence that runs a long ways both ways.

JANET

We’re going to have to climb.

LENA

Not again...

They start climbing up, the zombies starting to get closer. The fence rattles, and Janet makes it over first. Stephen helps Lena over, and then he jumps over after.

Kevin helps Walter over and then, as the zombies close in, he climbs up and gets over. The zombies push on the fence, bending the metal outward.

EXT. WAREHOUSE – DAY

They run to a warehouse the size of a large house where a small plane is. The doors are almost all the way open. Tony and Kevin open them up and Walter runs to the pilot’s side of the plane.

INT. WAREHOUSE - DAY

Tony runs to the other side and opens the door. A zombie pops out and grabs his arm, taking a chunk out of it.

Tony screams and falls back. Janet runs over and sees the creature beginning to crawl out. She pulls out a small gun and points it at the zombie. Walter opens the door and the zombie turns around. Janet pulls the trigger, putting a hole in the zombie’s head. Blood splatters all over Walter.

Kevin pulls the body out and throws it on the ground. Janet kneels down next to Tony, and Lena and Stephen stand next to the plane.

JANET

Oh no, Tony!

TONY

Damn...

JANET

What are we going to do?

TONY

(Thinking it over then hesitates)

Leave me here.

JANET

What?

TONY

I am going to become one of those things soon. I don’t want to hurt anyone.

LENA

Tony...

TONY


I’ll be fine. Being one of those zombies probably isn’t that bad.

(Beat)

It’s time that Casey and me should be together forever anyways.

JANET

Are you sure?

TONY

Positive.

They embrace. Janet backs away and Lena hugs him too. Stephen shakes his hand.

STEPHEN


You’re a brave man, you know that? If I were you, I would I would just blow my fucking head off.

TONY


Well if you’re a religious person like me, I wouldn’t want to and be redeemed to Hell for the rest of my life.

STEPHEN

Now that you put it that way, I guess being dead and walking around wouldn’t be that bad...

WALTER

Come on!


A zombie comes around to the entrance of the plane house, but Kevin gets it in the head.

TONY

Good luck, Kevin.

KEVIN

You have a while until you turn. What are you going to do?

TONY

I’ll probably just go inside the airport and see what I can find to entertain myself before I turn. I wouldn’t want to sit around and think about how much longer I’m going to die.

KEVIN

Okay.

(Beat)


Well, it was nice knowing you.

TONY

Thanks for being such a big help. I probably wouldn’t have gotten this far without you.

Kevin nods.

WALTER

Come on!

Walter starts the plane. Tony salutes to Kevin. Kevin salutes back and gets in the plane.

EXT. WAREHOUSE – DAY

They pull the plane out and move it towards the runway. A few zombies walk along the runway, and Walter gets ready to take off. Kevin sees the zombies and leans back.

KEVIN

Go ahead and run over every one of those mother fuckers.

The plane starts speeding down the runway, hitting zombies and splattering them against the white metal. The plane takes off into the sky. The plane turns around towards the city and flies over it.

INT. CITY STREETS – DAY

Zombies all around the city look up at plane flying by.

EXT. AIRPORT – DAY

The large group of zombies breaks through the fence and run out onto the plane parking lot towards the warehouse.

INT. WAREHOUSE – DAY

Tony pulls out a digital camera he brought along with him he got from Sam’s. He flips through the pictures until he gets to a picture of Casey. He stares at it and hears the zombies coming.

He gets up and runs over to the doors, shutting them. He walks back and stares at the picture. He runs his fingers across the screen.

TONY

I’m coming Casey.

The zombies break through the doors...

CUT TO BLACK

“In the End” by Linkin Park plays all throughout the rolling credits.

THE END

