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FADE | N:
EXT STREET - N GHT
SUPER: HALLOWEEN

The street is deserted. The flicker of fading candles in
carved punpkins the only remants of Hal |l oween.

I NT. BUDD S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - SAME NI GHT

MABLE, 51, and BUDD, 53, are cleaning up. Budd wears a
heari ng ai d.

Remmant s of Hal | oween costunmes and children’s ganes strewn
about the room

Seated at the table sorting through bags of candy is LI NDA,
9, wearing a Wonder W nan cost une.

A bl ood curdling SCREAM is HEARD o.c. Budd doesn’'t hear it.
Mabl e jabs Budd in the arm

MABLE
Turn your hearing aid on!

BUDD
(Looks up)
What . .. ?

MABLE
(points to ear)
Your hearing aid. Turn it on! And
tell Bobby to turn that tv down!

Budd turns the hearing aid on.

BUDD
What was it you were saying?

MABLE
Bobby’ s wat chi ng one of those
horror novies again. He keeps it so
loud I can’t half think!

BUDD
| don’t hear anything?

MABLE
| don’t see why you even bother to
wear one! You never turn it on!



BUDD
| can hear you just fine wthout
it, thank you.

Budd | eaves the room
MABLE

(sarcastic)
Sure you can.

A doorbell RINGS o.c.

MABLE
(checks her wat ch)
Sonme parents, | tell you. At this

hour ?
| NT. BUDD S HOUSE - FRONT DOOR - CONTI NUOUS

Mabl e opens the door. Two unifornmed LAPD cops, JAMES, 30,
and ALI CE, 28.

JAVES
Police, Ma’am Nei ghbors gave us
your name. Are you Ms Johnson?

MABLE
Mabl e Johnson, yes...?
(shouts to Budd)
BUDD...I T'S THE PCLI CE
(to Janes)
Somet hi ng wong, officer?

ALl CE
We're follow ng up on a conpl aint.

MABLE
Conpl ai nt ? Agai nst who?

Budd comes to the door.

BUDD
| "' m Budd Johnson. What’'s this
about, officers...?

MABLE
She sai d sonet hi ng about
a conplaint...?

ALl CE
May we cone in?

Budd is cautious. He inspects their badges closely.



BUDD
(hesitantly)
Vll....yes, | suppose so.

| NT. BUDD S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS
Janes and Alice enter.

MABLE
Li nda, honey, run along to bed.
G andma has to nmeet with these
gentl emen. Your candy will still be
there in the norning.

ALl CE
Actually, it’s better that she
stay. This m ght concern her. Are
there other children in the house?

BUDD
My grandson Bobby. ..

AL| CE
W'll need to talk with himtoo.

MABLE
(shouti ng)
BOBBY. . . COVE HERE, PLEASE!
(to Janes)
What’'s this all about?

JAVES
It has to do with candy.

BUDD
Candy?

Wearing a Superman costume, BOBBY, 10, enters the room
drops down on the couch

JAMES
We got a conpl aint about children
in the nei ghborhood who got sick
eating Hal |l oneen candy.

MABLE
Ch ny heavens! Poor darlings. |
hope it’s not too serious?

JAMES
Serious enough to put "emin the
hospital! Kids said it tasted so
bitter they spit it out!



MABLE
As you can see on the table, we go
t hrough every single bag they bring
back -- just to be sure it’s safe
for themto eat. You can’t be too
careful these days. Lots of crazy
peopl e out there!

ALl CE
Yes. Wll...you see the children
who got sick all said the candy
came from your house.

BUDD

(shocked)
Qur house? Everyone on this bl ock
gave out candy as far as | know?

MABLE
| buy the sane candy assort nent
fromthe sane store every
Hal | oween!

BUDD
VWhat nakes themthink it was candy
fromus?

JAMES
According to everyone we spoke to,
your house was the only one handi ng
out candy wrapped in pink ribbons.

MABLE
Pink ribbons? W didn’t give out
any candy in pink ribbons...?

BOBBY
Yes you did, grandma. W put the
Magi c candy in with the rest ’'cause
it was too bitter like they said.

L1 NDA
It sure was. Like licorice. But
not hi ng magi ¢ happened |ike they
prom sed it woul d.

MABLE
And where did you get this candy?

BOBBY
Fromthe Internet. Only cost a
dollar fifty.



BUDD
(i ncredul ous)
The I nternet? Bobby you spent your
al | owance to buy candy on the
| nt er net ?

BOBBY
Because it was Magi c candy,
grandpa. At least it was suppose to
be. But nothi ng magi ¢ happened when
we ate it.

ALI CE
And nei ther one of you got sick?
LI NDA
No. Just a bitter taste - |ike
licorice. | hate licoricel
BOBBY

That’s why we put it in the bowel
with the rest of the candy.

JAMES
You keep saying no magi c ever
happened. What magic?

BOBBY
The Internet said we had to put our
hand on the Bi ble and keep our eyes
cl osed when we ate it. That’s when
the magi ¢ was suppose to happen.

ALl CE
(mocki ng)
What was the nmagi c supposed to do?
Turn you invisible? O let you fly
around | i ke Supernan?

BOBBY
It didn’'t say. Just that we’d know
what it was once the nmagic

happened.
L1 NDA
But it never did.
MABLE
(1 aughi ng)

Li ke buying Holy water and
expecting mracles...when it’s just
water fromthe faucet.



JAMES
(of f ended)
You don’t believe in mracles, Ms
Johnson?

MABLE
If | believed in mracles, |'d
bel i eve in Magi c candy!

BUDD

There shoul d be a | aw agai nst
selling fake stuff to children.

(cynical)
"Touch the Bible and cl ose your
eyes.’ Jesus, how stupid can you
get? Kids will believe anything now
days! Li ke what happened wth
Sl ender Man. ..

BOBBY
(surprised)
You know about S| ender Man,
gr andpa?

MABLE
(sternly)
| know one thing, young man - we'd
better not ever find you on that
website!!

LI NDA
VWhat’' s Sl ender Man?

MABLE
He’s real skinny ’cause he didn’t
eat his veget abl es!

LI NDA
Bobby doesn’t eat his vegetables
and he’'s a fatty!

BOBBY
And you always stink ’'cause you
never bathe. So there! Ha! Ha! Ha!

LI NDA
Do not.

BOBBY
Do.



MABLE
That’ s enough, you two!!!

ALl CE
(to Mabl e)
You have any of this so-called
Magi c candy |eft?

Mabl e gets a large plastic bowel fromthe table, shows it to
Janes and Alice.

| NSERT:
A near-enpty bowel with a few Tootsie Rolls.

BACK TO SCENE

MABLE
Just some Tootsie Rolls.
(t o Bobby)
How many pieces did you two put in
t her e?
BOBBY

| dunno. W just enptied the whole
bag after we tried it.

JAVES
The whol e bag? You have any left?

L1 NDA
| don’t. Maybe he does?

MABLE
Bobby?

Bobby hesitates for a beat. Then he reaches in his pocket,
pulls out a snmall round object wapped in gold foil and tied
with an el aborate pink ribbon.

Alice pulls out a plastic bag, notions for Bobby to drop it
in the bag, then seals it.

ALI CE
The way it’s wapped, you d think
it was a collectors item



| NT. BUDD S HOUSE - FRONT DOOR - CONTI NUQUS
Janes and Alice walk to the door. Janes hands Budd his card.

JAMES
W' |l have it tested. But if it
turns out to be contam nated,
they' Il have to bring your
grandkids in for questioning. |
can’t speak for the parents of kids
who got sick. But if | were you
|’ d be thinking about getting a
| awyer. Good night all.

I NT. BUDD S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

As the cops | eave, Mable returns to her cl eaning.

MABLE
(to Budd)
Budd, your turn to put the kids to
bed. | need ne a drink!

Budd ushers Linda and Bobby out of the room

Mabl e goes to the liquor cabinet, takes out a half-enpty
fifth of Chivas Regal, drops down on the couch and
takes several |ong sips.

DI SSOLVE:
| NT. BUDD S HOUSE - BEDROOM - LATER THAT NI GHT
Budd is snoring. The half-enpty fifth of whiskey is on
Mabl e’ s nightstand. Mable sits up in bed, slips on a robe,
grabs the bottle and tip toes quietly out of the room
| NT. BUDD S HOUSE - BOBBY' S ROOM - CONTI NUCUS

Bobby is sleeping. Mable enters, begins to go through his
pants pockets. Nothing. Tries another pair. Nothing.

Froma third pair of pants she pulls out the small round
obj ect wrapped in gold foil and pink ribbon.

| NT. BUDD S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Mabl e enters the living room She takes the Bible fromthe
bookshel f, puts it on the table next to the bottle of

whi skey.

She hesitates, takes several sips of whiskey to build up her
nerve.



Mabl e unties the pink ribbon and renoves the gold foi
wr apper from around the candy.

She hesitates. Takes several nore sips of whiskey.
Finally, she places her hand on the Bible. She cl oses her
eyes and begins to chew the candy. She grinmaces at the
bitter taste of the candy, but continues chew ng.
Monentarily she opens her eyes.

A BRI GHT LI GHT suddenly fills the room

A mass of dirt and dust begins to swirl around Mable with an
ever increasing intensity.

Mabl e tries to get up but she can’t nove.
MABLE
(scream ng)
BUDD! I'! BUDD!'! HELP ME!'!'! HELP..
| NT. BUDD S HOUSE - BEDROOM - CONTI NUCUS
Budd is snoring.
| NT. BUDD S HOUSE - BOBBY' S ROOM - CONTI NUQUS
Bobby is sl eeping soundly.
| NT. BUDD S HOUSE - LINDA' S ROOM - CONTI NUQUS
Linda is sl eeping soundly
| NT. BUDD S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS
The swirling mass is blinding in it’s ever increasing
intensity. Everything about Mable is slowy beginning to
| ose human definition and norphs into...
DI SSCOLVE:

I NT. BUDD S HOUSE - LI VING ROOM - NEXT MORNI NG

The living room has been trashed. Munds of dirt, papers,
books, and candy are scattered around the room

Fam |y photographs on the walls are tilted askew. Lanps,
decorati ve objects and kni ckknacks |ie broken and shattered
on the floor. Wndow curtains hang torn and shredded.

Dressed for work, Budd enters the living room He stops,
confused and disoriented at what he sees, not sure if it’'s a
j oke, or he isn’'t dream ng.



10.

At the table, Mable has now turned into an unrecogni zabl e
lifeless, featureless statue of SALT.

Budd adj usts the volunme on his hearing aid. He reaches out
and touches Mable’'s arm

BUDD
Mable...?

But his touch causes her armto disintegrate into a pile of
salt.

BUDD ( CONT’ D)
(grief-stricken)
Oh no! Mable, what..? No! No...

Budd recoils in such shock and dispirited grief at Mable's
unexpl ai ned dem se, that he coll apses on the floor dead.

Next to himis the enpty candy wapper with the pink ribbon.
The inscription printed on the inside of the gold foi
wr apper reads:

"WARNING |f eaten properly, this candy has magic qualities
that only true believers will experience. Not suitable for
At hei sts or di sobedient children. The manufacturer assunes
no liability for any sickness or fatal reactions that may
occur with inproper consunption --’

THE END



