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THE SCENE OPENS AT A CYNODROME.
| NT. CYNODROVE / MORNI NG / PROLOGUE
A race is about to begin at the greyhound track.
Men and wonen are preparing the circuit...
CUT TO :
Omers arnmed with their GREYHOUNDS (i ncluding a DALMATI AN, a
SALUKI, a DOBERMAN, a HUNGARI AN SHORT- HAI RED PO NTER, a
VWH PPET and a SPANI SH GREYHOUND) arrive.. .
SUPERI MPOSE ON BLACK : DI SNEY PRESENTS.
The spectators take their seats..

CUT TO :

Each owner puts a nuzzle and a nunbered vest on their
greyhound. . .

CUT TO :
The owners bring their greyhounds, equipped with nuzzles and
nunbered vests from1l to 6 (in order of presentation), into
the starting box...

CUT TO :
A man behind the starting boxes waves a flag. .
SUPERI MPOSE ON BLACK : A PI XAR ANI MATI ON STUDI OGS FI LM
The lure starts noving, gaining a 15-neters |ead..

CUT TO :

The starting boxes open, and the greyhound take off for 400
neters. .

CUT TO :
Barely off the mark, the greyhound wearing the nunber 6 vest
is already in the |ead, but soon the greyhound with the

nunber 2 vest catches up, and the two greyhound engage in a
fierce race...

CUT TO :
The crowmd is in a frenzy. ..

CUT TO :
The greyhound wearing the nunber 5 vest speeds up,
overtaking the greyhound with nunbers 6 and 2 in the final
turn, then crosses the finish |ine..

CUT TO :



The delighted audi ence rises as one and appl auds. .
TI TLE CARD : THE KI NG OF TRACKS
| NT. RESTAURANT / MORNI NG

I nsi de a bustling nodern restaurant, a TV high on the wall
shows a greyhound race. A poorly grooned dog with a | ong,
narrow head, small ears, a broad and | ong back with brindle
fur, and sonmewhat skinny sits near the entrance. It's a
greyhound, seem ngly captivated by the screen.

THE DOG
(in awe)
GOLDI E Drave, the fastest dog in
the world. Nine-tinme RACI NG
chanpion, one of the first to earn
the title of KING OF TRACKS.

ON TV : GOLDIE receives an award in the presence of its
owner on an el evated podium to the cheers of the crowd.

FLASH- BACK. GREYHOUND TRACK CENTER / MORNI NG / ELEVATED
PCDI UM

The restaurant dog receives a nedal and trophy am dst
appl ause fromthe audi ence.

CUT TO :
BACK TO PRESENT - | NT. RESTAURANT

THE DOG
What a dog ! | would give anything
to be as fast as him WOOF | WOOF

The custoners | ook at the barking dog. A man at the back of
the restaurant, with hal f-eaten food on his table, addresses
t he ot hers.

MAN
Excuse ne, whose dog is this ?
(Barking) It's driving ne crazy.

Anot her man sitting wwth a woman at a table with food speaks
up.

MAN #2
(Enbarrassed)
No one ! Who would own such a
scruffy dog ? Maybe you do.

He forces a smle of disconfort. A skinny, winkled man
dressed as a chef cones out of the kitchen with a knife in
hand and frowns. (This is SAZU, the 40 year-old restaurant
owner . )



SAZU
But who is making all this
unbear abl e noi se ?

He | ooks at the custonmers who point off-canera. He turns to
see the dog, and the canera zoons in on the dog, Sazu is
horrified.

SAZU
00000 NN

He goes into a frenzy.

SAZU
(cont'd)
A dog ! A dog in ny restaurant !
And it's a mangy one, it hardly has
any fur.

The canera zoons in on the dog's hairless body. Sazu noves
angrily toward him

SAZU
(To the dog)
Hey, you ! What are you doing here
? Ddn't you are see the sign at
the entrance : "RESTAURANT SAZU -
NO ANI MALS ALLOWED' ?

EXT. IN FRONT OF THE RESTAURANT

Near the entrance, a sign reads " RESTAURANT SAZU - NO
ANI MALS ALLOVWED ".

SAZU (0S)
Were are you blind ?

| NT. RESTAURANT / SAME.

The dog doesn't budge, its gaze still fixed on the TV. Sazu,
besi de hinself, explodes w th rage.

SAZU
I"mtalking to you ! Get out of ny
restaurant !

The dog and the custoners | ook at him Sazu brandi shes the
knife he has in a threatening manner toward the dog. The
entire clientel e gasps OOOOOOO0HH !

SAZU
(I'n a nmenaci ng tone)
Before i add you to ny nenu.

The custoners gasp again OOOOH ! Sazu notices and suddenly
changes his tone.



SAZU
Don't take it seriously, it's just
a joke to scare him!

The customers feel reassured.
SAZU

Now scram ! Get out of here before
i |l ose ny tenper.

THE DOG
(Col dly, without | ooking
at him
But you've already lost it !
SAZU
you're still here !

Sazu throws the knife at the dog. Startled, the dog runs
away at full speed, and the knife gets |odged in the door.
The custoners gasp collectively again OOOOHH !

EXT. STREET / DAY

The pani cked dog dashes into traffic wi thout waiting
Suddenly, VROOOW !'!'l A car barely avoids hitting him Once
safe, the dog stops and | ooks at the restaurants from across
the traffic, where Sazu stands nockingly in front of his
restaurant.

SAZU
Ha, ha, ha, ha ! Serves you right
| don't even know why he didn't run
you over.

He suddenly adopts a serious deneanor.

SAZU
And i never see your paws around
here again, hairless aninal.

Sazu goes back into his restaurant, renoving the knife
| odged in the entrance door.

| NT. RESTAURANT
He heads towards the kitchen of the restaurant but notices

that everyone is staring at him He stops and responds
nervously.

SAZU
VWhat ? !
No one reacts.
SAZU
(Cal ner)

Ah, | see... (Beat) Well, grilled
Omar for everyone.



The custoners express their joy.

CUT TO :
EXT. STREET / A FEW MOVENTS LATER
The dog is sitting on the sidewal k, visibly depressed.

THE DOG
That was a close call this tine.
Puff |

Not far away, a pile of garbage noves. a dog MALT, (a large
BOBTAI L, cheeky character) emerges and spots the dog sitting
on the sidewal k. He alerts his friends.

MALT
Quys, cone see who's here

Two ot her dogs appear, coming out fromdifferent trash cans
: RITCH, (a small, very excited and playful FRENCH BULLDOG)
and BEAUCE, (a |arge BEAUCERON with an inpressive physique
and a dissuasive |ook). They notice the dog.

BEAUCE
Isn't that our old friend the
hairl ess one ?

Malt, and Ritch burst into laughter. the dog sees them

THE DOG
No, not them

They join himon the sidewal k.

RI TCH
Hey there, hairless one !

The dog sighs, not really happy to see them

THE DOG
Eh ! Hey guys.

Rl TCH
It's been a while since we've seen
you. \Were have you been ?

THE DOG
Here, in the...

Malt interrupts him

MALT
Street ! You mean.

Malt and Ritch start |aughing again.



MALT
(Cont' d)
Oh! oh! | alnost forgot, have you
found the master you were | ooking
for ?
THE DOG

(Frustrated)
______________ I

RI TCH
I s that why you decided to | eave,
right ?

MALT

(More teasing)
And you even told us before you
left that the next tine we saw each
other, you'd be with your naster,
right ?

THE DOG
Yes | But...

Rl TCH
Ch, wait | Wait !

Ritch shows a m schievous grin.

Rl TCH
(Cont' d)
Don't tell nme it's himwho just
chased you with a knife in hand ?

Laughing at the two dogs, he's not anused.

THE DOG
Ha, Ha ! Very funny, but no! It's
not him and | haven't found a
mast er yet.

Ritch and Malt gasp.

Rl TCH
O course, I'mnot surprised. How
do you expect to find a naster
| ooking like that ?

Gl ose-up on the dog's hairless body. Malt and Ritch |augh
agai n.

MALT
But don't worry, you'll find your
mast er .

The dog's eyes widen and his ears perks up, surprised.

THE DOG
Do you really believe that ?



Mal t approaches him cl oser.

MALT
yeah, | believe it firmy ! You're
not just anyone, you know ! And
know ng you, |'m sure you won't

gi ve up that easily.

The dog seens conforted and regai ns courage.

THE DOG
Yeah !

MALT
But by the tine that day cones,
you'll have lost all your hair.

Ritch and Malt start |oughing again. The dog takes this to
heart, and his ears droop again.

BEAUCE
Don't listen to them Have you
found a way to grow your hair back
?

The dog responds, deject ed.

THE DOG
Not yet, but |I'mworking on it.

BEAUCE
Look at how you' ve becone.

The dog | ooks at his hairless body.

BEAUCE
(Cont ' d)
It's even worse than before. Now,
they fall off wth the slightest
novement .

The dog shifts slightly to his right, and the canera foll ows
as sone of his fur falls gently to the ground. Malt and
Ritch burst out |aughing again.

Rl TCH
Just a few nore noves, and you'l
be conpl etely naked.

More | aughter ensues, Beauce tries to stifle a |augh. The
dog is totally affected by all these words.

THE DOG
Very funny, guys. Well, I'm
| eavi ng.

He takes a small path to his right. Malt and Ritch continue
to | augh.



MALT
Yeah, that's right, get |ost,
hai rl ess ani mal .

Even nore | aughter.
CUT TO :
EXT. COURTYARD / AFTERNOON

Under a tree, a slightly overwei ght teenager (16 years ol d)
counts out | oud.

THE TEENAGER
7, 8 9, and 10. Get ready, |I'm
com ng !
The teenager rushes into the garage next door.
| NT. GARACE

The teenager searches for a few mnutes in the garage, then
conmes out and enters the house across the street.

| NT. HOUSE

He takes the stairs and arrives in a bedroom

| NT. BEDROOM

He throws hinself onto the bed and |ifts the sheet.

THE TEENAGER
Found you !

He is surprised to discover that there is no one under the
sheet, just a pile of pillows. He exits the roomand starts
searching in all the other roons (bathroomand |living room
bef ore heading to the kitchen.

| NT. KI TCHEN

He searches in the kitchen. A woman (36 years old) is
preparing a neal, smles at him

THE WOVAN
He's not here.

THE TEENAGER
(Surprised)
Really ?! | thought | searched
ever ywher e.

THE WOVAN
Are you sure ?

An idea suddenly lights up for him



THE TEENAGER
(Enli ght ened)
OH ! Thanks.

He rushes out of the kitchen
CUT TO
| NT ATTIC / DAY

THE TEENAGER
| know you're in here. So show
your sel f.

He wal ks over to a dusty box and opens it.

THE TEENAGER
Found you !

He bursts out |aughing. Another child (12 years old) pops
hi s head out of the box, not happy at all.

THE CH LD I N THE BOX
That's not fair. You woul d never
have found me wi thout her. | know
she hel ped you.

INT. LIVING ROOM/ DI NI NG TABLE / A FEW MOVENTS LATER
The woman in the kitchen is setting the dining table.

THE CH LD IN THE BOX (V. Q)
Yes.

THE TEENAGER (V. Q.)
No.

THE CH LD IN THE BOX (V. Q)
| say yes.

THE TEENAGER (V. Q)
And | say no.

The woman smles as the children enter the |iving room She
waits for themat the table.

THE WOMAN | N THE KI TCHEN
| was waiting for you to eat. Cone
on, cone.

The two children rush to the table. The woman opens a | arge
di sh, and the children are imedi ately amazed by its
cont ents.

BOTH CHI LDREN
(Si mul t aneousl y)
Stew !
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THE WOVAN | N THE KI TCHEN
Just how you like it, ny darlings.

THE TEENAGER
Mm ! What flavor ! |I'm already
dr ool i ng.

The woman fills the bow s of both children. They w sh each
other " enjoy your neal " and start eating joyfully.

THE CH LD IN THE BOX (V. Q)
Oh! H, sorry, | got a bit carried
away with all this action, so
forgot to introduce nyself. So Il
start.

Canera on the teenager eating.

THE CH LD IN THE BOX (V. Q)
This is ny best friend, BASILE, 16
years old. His father is a | awer
and his nother owns the biggest
hair salon in our town. But | see
himas ny big brother since Mom
consi ders him her son.

Canera focused on BASILE enjoying his dish.

BASI LE
Mmm .. ! So good.

THE CH LD IN THE BOX (V. Q)
He only thinks about his stonmach,
that's why he is shaped |ike that.

Canera on the wonan in the kitchen.

THE CH LD IN THE BOX (V. Q)
(Cont ' d)
That beautiful and sweet wonman over
there, well, that's MRETTE, ny
not her, 36 years ol d. Beautiful
wonan, isnt't she ? She's a
veterinari an.

M RETTE
(To the child in the
box)
Stop tal king and eat.

THE CH LD I N THE BOX
Ckay, nom

canera on hinmself (the child in the box), eating.

THE CHI LD IN THE BOX (V. Q)
And finally, me, CHARLES, 12 years
ol d, the beloved son of this |ovely

( MORE)
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THE CH LD IN THE BOX (V.0O.) (cont'd)
| ady. We | ook alike, don't you
t hink ?

CUT TO

. A

A MONTAGE ON : a blank page with doodles comng to life
t hen

man gets out of a car, and a child runs towards him
the man picks himup in his arns.

CHARLES
(V.Q, cont'd)
You were all expecting ne to
i ntroduce a handsone, el egeant man
and say, here's ny father, but...
no, sorry, | no |longer have a
father. ..

On anot her page, the man boards a plane, but shortly after
Takeoff, the plane crashes.

CHARLES
(V.Q cont'd)
| lost himwhen | was very young in
a plane crash.

END OF MONTACE BACK TO
| NT. DI NI NG ROOM

CHARLES (V. Q)
Well, that's what ny nother told
me. since that day, ny nother does
everything she can to take care of
me. what a couragerous wonan !
Basically, since ny father's death,
we' ve becone a m ddl e-class famly,
whi ch causes nme a |ot of trouble
with the other kids from upper
class famlies. in fact, they hate
me, luckily, Basile is always there
to protect ne.

They finish eating.

BASI LE
Ww ! That was really good. Can
have sone nore, please ?

M RETTE
yes, ny boy.

Mrette takes his bow and fills it again.

BASI LE
G eat.

He receives his new bow of stew and starts to enjoy it.
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CUT TO :
EXT. IN FRONT OF CHARLES' HOUSE / EVEN NG

Charles and his nother stand in front of the house, Basile
facing themw th his bike in hand.

BASI LE
Goodbye, ma' am! Goodbye, Charl es.
(To Mrette)
Thank you, ma'am for the stew, it
was really delicious. | really
appreciated it.

M RETTE
Let nme at |east wal k you hone.

A bl ack BMV X6 parks in front of them and honks, TUUUT !

BASI LE
No need, ny father sent the driver.

He gets in the car. The driver takes the bike and puts it in
the trunk, then approaches Mrette.

THE DRI VER
Good evening, Ms. MRETTE, good
eveni ng, ny boy.

M RETTE
Good eveni ng.

CHARLES
Good evening, sir.

THE DRI VER
And once again, good evening from
Basile's father. He thanks you for
often taking care of his son.

M RETTE
Wthout hesitation, tell himhe
will always be wel cone at ny hone.

THE DRI VER
| won't fail to tell him Now we
are | eaving.

Basil e waves fromthe car, and the driver gets in and starts
t he engi ne.

M RETTE
(1 oudly)
And don't forget to say good
evening on ny behal f !

The driver drives away, and they |eave as M RETTE enters the
house.
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M RETTE
Don't stay outside, cone in and
cl ose the door.

CHARLES
Ckay, nom

Charles stands in front of the door.
CHARLES
Basile is lucky to still have his
f at her.
CUT TO :

| NT. CHARLES' ROOM / DAY

An al arm clock on the nightstand beeps BEEP, BEEP, BEEP
repeatedly, showing 9 :00 AM Charles opens his eyes, and
the rays of sunlight streamng in through the window hit his
face.

CHARLES
Wio | eft the w ndow open ?

He gets up fromhis bed and heads towards the w ndow to
close it. The alarmclock continues to beep BEEP, BEEP
BEEP, now showing 9 :01 AM

CHARLES
It's already 9 AM! (To hinself)
| set it as usual, but why is it
ringing now ? (Call)
Mom ! Mm !

No answer, he | eaves the room intrigued.
I NT. LIVING ROOM / DAY

Charles enters the living roomand is anmazed by the decor
colorful balloons, sparkling streaners, festive garl ands,
and pennants floating in the air. The table is adorned with
di shes, colorful cups, flowers, candles, and candi es.

Suddenly, he notices confetti and glitter floating in the
air. He twirls around and sees his nother and Basile smling
and cheerfully welcom ng himw th enthusiastic gestures.

M RETTE AND BASI LE
HAPPY Bl RTHDAY CHARLES '!

Charl es stands frozen, tears in his eyes, noved by the
surprise. Mrette takes himin her arns and gives hima
conforting hug.

M RETTE
Happy birthday, ny bunny. (W ping

his tears)
( MORE)
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M RETTE (cont' d)
Don't cry, today is a big day for
you.

CHARLES
Thank you, nom

BASI LE
Come on, stop your circus, Charles.
You're a big boy now And big boys
don't cry.

Charl es | ooks up and sm |l es.
CUT TO :
| NT. LIVING ROOM / DI NI NG TABLE
They are all three sitting around the table decorated for
the birthday. The cake is beautifully decorated with

candl es, and Basile watches the cake inpatiently, saliva
dripping fromhis nouth

BASI LE
Finally, I"mgoing to get to eat
that cake ! | couldn't wait any
| onger.

M RETTE

Bl ow out your candles, ny darling.

Charl es approaches the cake, but Mrette stops him

M RETTE
Don't forget to nmake a wi sh before
you bl ow.
CHARLES
Al ready did, Mm
M RETTE
Then bl ow !
BASI LE

(To Mrette)
Tell me, ma'am does that thing
really work ?

M RETTE
VWhat thing ? And stop calling ne
ma' am

BASI LE
Oh I excuse ne, | was tal king about

t he wi sh.
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M RETTE
| don't know nuch about
it's better to do it. |
birthday tradition.

it, but
t's a

BASI LE
Ah ! Ckay !

Charl es blows out his candles. They appl aud, CLAP, CLAP,
CLAP. Suddenly, KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK ! Someone knocks at the
door .

M RETTE
OCh ! That nust be him

CHARLES
(To Basile)
Wo ? Dd you invite soneone ?

Basi | e shrugs.

M RETTE
Stay here, I'll open it.

She | eaves the frame. Basile and Charl es exchange curi ous
| ooks. Mrette returns with a friendly young man, stylishly
coi ffed (about 20 years ol d).

THE YOUNG MAN
Yo ! Kids, ready for a super photo
session ?

BASI LE
Yo ! Humm! ©Man !

THE YOUNG NMAN
No, not man ! |'m FREDERI C

CHARLES
Yo Frederic.

M RETTE
Alright, kids, | hope you're ready
because it's time for the photo
session. (To Frederic)
So let's get started !

Frederic gets into action, and in a series of quick beats,
he takes funny shots.

-- Charles alone with his cake, smling with a delighted
expr essi on.

-- Charles and Basile posing with the cake, then various
poses w thout the cake.

-- Basile alone with the cake, showing a clear intention to
eat it.

-- Charles and Mrette, then Charles and Mrette preventing
Basil e fromeating the cake by hol di ng hi m back.

-- To finish, a photo of all three together, wth Basile
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| ooki ng di spl eased.
CUT TO :
EXT. IN FRONT OF THE HOUSE / A FEW HOURS LATER

Mrette, Frederic, Basile, and Charles stand in front of the
house.

FREDERI C
| think 1"m going to head out now.
BASI LE
Now it's tinme for the cake ! |'ve
been waiting for this nonent

forever.
Basi |l e sneaks quietly into the house.

M RETTE
(To Frederic)
Come have a bite of cake with us
bef ore you | eave.

FREDERI C
No, I'mgood, | don't really |ike
sweets. (Beat)
For the photos, you'll get them
during the week.

Frederic | ooks at Charles and ruffles his hair.

FREDERI C
Happy birthday, ny boy.

CHARLES
Thanks.

FREDERI C

Oh! Wit | Take this !

Frederic pulls a chocol ate cookie from his pocket.
Mrette gives a disapproving | ook to Frederic, who notices
it, then hands the cookie to Charles.

FREDERI C
(Playfully)
| know it's not much, but you know,
agift is still agift, no matter

its size or val ue.

CHARLES
Thank you very nuch, M.
Phot ogr apher .

FREDERI C
You' re wel cone. Goodbye, nma'am

He | eaves the frane. Mrette turns toward the house.



17.

M RETTE
VWhere's Basile ?

I NT. LI'VI NG ROOM

Mrette and Charles find Basile with his nmouth full, the
cake hal f-eaten. Basile sees them
BASI LE
(Mouth full)

Oh! H, you' re here. (Beat)
Frederic left ?

He tries to smle, but with his mouth too full, it's hard.
Charles and Mrette exchange a | ook. Basile swallows quickly
and shrugs while smling, looking a bit guilty.

BASI LE
Sorry, | could't resist.

Mrette responds sternly.

M RETTE
Basil e !

He feels bad for having done that. Mrette approaches and
touches his head, trying to confort him

M RETTE
No ! No ! Don't nmake that face.
Just renenber that too many sweets
aren't good for your health.

Charl es | ooks at both of themw th a resol ute expression.

CHARLES
| think we should nove on to the
presents, don't you think ?

BASI LE
Oh yes ! Good idea.

Basile gets up fromthe table and heads toward the exit.

BASI LE
(To Charl es)
Fol | ow ne.

Charles follows, inpatient and excited.
EXT. CHARLES YARD / AFTERNOON

Once outside, Charles waits eagerly. Basile returns from
behi nd the house with a brand new sky-bl ue bicycle that he
hands to Charl es.

BASI LE
And here you go, it's for you. From
me and your nom
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Charles can't believe it, a few seconds | ater, he bursts
with joy.

CHARLES
Ww ! A bike ! | can't believe it.
Thank you, Basile, you're the best
!

Charl es rushes to hug Basile enthusiastically.

BASI LE
Sl ow down ! Sl ow down !

Charl es hugs himso tightly that Basile has trouble
br eat hi ng.

BASI LE
( Choki ng)
| can't breathe, | can't breathe

Charles inmmediately lets himgo, feeling enbarrassed. Basile
struggles to catch his breath

CHARLES
Oh, sorry ! It's just the enotion,
you know.

BASI LE

(Still gasping)
Yeah, yeah, | know. (Beat)
But it's not ne you should be
t hanki ng so nmuch, it's your nom

Basi | e goes back into the house. Charles approaches the
bi ke, admring it in wonder.

CHARLES
| finally have a bi ke, ny very own
super cool bike !

Basil e watches himfromthe w ndow of the house and sm | es.
Mrette enters the frane and approaches Charl es.

M RETTE
You | ook very happy, from what |
can see.

Charl es junps on her and gives her a big hug.
CHARLES

Oh yes, Mom! And you can't imagine
how much !

He lifts his head and | ooks at Mrette with childlike
curiosity.
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CHARLES
(Cont' d)
Tell me, Mom! Wat did you buy for
me as a gift ?

M RETTE
Me !
CHARLES
you ! No, no! Don't tell ne,

Yes,
"1l try to guess.
He pretends to think.

CHARLES
A dog ! You bought ne a dog as a
gift, didn't you, Mom?

M RETTE
No ! Just this...
CHARLES
So you didn't buy me a dog ?!
Basi |l e cones back fromthe house, nouth full, carrying a
plate wwth a piece of cake and a spoon.
BASI LE
Aren't you going to try your bike ?
CHARLES
Not now! | don't really feel like

it.
Basil e notices the sadness on Charles' face.

BASI LE
What's wong, Charles ?

He says nothing, and Mrette becones very col d.

M RETTE
Sorry, my boy, but | couldn't get
you a dog, especially the one you
want ed.

Charles | ooks at her with eyes filled with sadness.

M RETTE
(Cont' d)
Don't give ne that ook ! You know
very well that we've already tal ked
about the dog.

CHARLES
But I !! You told ne I could have
anything I wanted on ny birthday !
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M RETTE
Yes | But what you're asking for is
really...

Basi|l e watches the scene while eating, affected by the
si tuation.

CHARLES
(To hinsel f)
If I don't get a dog, | won't be
able to participate in the
chanpi onship. | can forget ny dream
of wi nning the chanpionship this

year.

Tears begin to formin Charles' eyes. Mrette w pes them
away .

M RETTE
No! No! No! Don't cry, ny bunny.
Today is a big day for you, so you
shoul dn't cry or be sad.

Wiile she tries to cheer himup, Basile finishes his plate.

M RETTE
If I could find you this dog, |
woul d have done it. But now. ..

CHARLES
| thought that if | asked you on ny
birthday, it woul d change your
m nd, but now | see that it hasn't.

Mrette takes this to heart, feeling nore affected than
Charles, but tries not to let this enotion overwhel m her
son.

M RETTE
But you can choose sonet hing el se,
you know !

CHARLES

(Tears in his eyes)
Thank you, Mom! But | don't want
anything else, | just want a dog.

Charles sniffs back his tears. Mrette is conpletely
saddened to see her son in this state and can't think of
anything to lift his spirits, she feels depressed. Seeing
this, Basile tries to salvage the situation. He cones over
and pats Charles on the back.

BASI LE
(Sm |ing)
Come on, don't make that funera
face. It's just a dog, after all.
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CHARLES
(Loudl y)
For you, it's just an animal, while
for me, it's sonething conpletely
different.

Charles runs off, tears in his eyes, grabs his bike, and
noves out of the frame. Mrette raises her hand as if she
wants to stop himbut remains there, powerless.

BASI LE
(Confused, to Mrette)
But what did | say ?! (Beat)
Wiy didn't you nention the bicycle
to him?

Mrette coll apses sadly to the ground, and Basil e heads
towards her with his bike in hand.

BASI LE
Don't worry, I'Ill bring himback.

He noves a bit with his bike and hears Mrette's cold voi ce.

M RETTE
(Dej ect ed)
Basile... !

Basil e stops and | ooks her straight in the eye as if to say,
"Don't worry, everything will be fine." She returns a
confident smle.

M RETTE
(Cont'd, with a small
smle)

Thank you.

Basil e noves on with his bike and | eaves the frane as well.
Mrette stays there, silent, then tears appear along her
face. She rushes into the house.

CUT TO :
EXT. STREET / SOVEWHERE IN THE CITY / SUNSET

The dog wanders through the streets of the city, hungry, its
stomach maki ng strange noises. It stops in front of a

but cher shop w ndow, |ooking at the pieces of nmeat with

| ongi ng.

THE BUTCHER
(To the dog)
Hey !

The dog notices the butcher speaking to it and wags its
tail.
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THE BUTCHER
(Cont'd, in German)
What are you doing here ? Go on,
this isn't a place for dogs. o
away !

The dog doesn't understand a word he says.

THE BUTCHER
(Mre, still in German)
You' re still here ! I warn you, if

you scare away ny customers with
that scraggly body of yours, you'l
hear from ne.

THE DOG
Fine, I'mleaving. Anyway, you
won't give nme anything if | stay

her e.
The dog continues on its way, its stomach grow i ng again.

THE BUTCHER
(I'n French)
Pff ! The animals of today.

EXT. SOVEWHERE | N DOMNTOMN / SAMVE TI ME

CLOSE-UP ON : a billboard show ng Charles with a greyhound.
We zoom out to see Charles at the foot of the billboard, and
t he sign displays greyhounds racing. He becomes even nore
depressed and continues on with his bike.

CARD : DOMNTOMW

Three boys (LEON, EDI TH : 14 years old, and CREPIN : 15
years old) are sitting near a lively fountain in the city
center. Suddenly, Léon spots sonething off-screen and

poi nts.

LEON
Hey ! @uys, | ook over there.

The two boys turn and see Charles wal king alone with his
bi ke.

EDI TH
Uh ! But that's Charles the broke.
What's he doing here ?

CREPI N
No idea, but we should go say hi to
him don't you think ?

LEON
Good i dea

Crépin grabs his skateboard.



23.

CREPI N
Let's go, guys.

Léon takes his scooter, and Edith grabs her bike.

QUI CK CUT TO :

Charl es noving forward, head down, still in shock.

Cr épi n approaches himdoing tricks (kick flip, heel flip,
and 360 flips), but Charles barely notices and keeps
wal ki ng.

Crépin circles himw th his board.

Léon arrives with his scooter, and Edith follows. Charles
finally notices them and stops.

LEON
(To Edith)
| beat you again.

EDI TH
(A bit out of breath)
PFF |

LEON
As usual

CREPI N
Look who it is ! The broke who
wants to play with the big boys !

LEON
(To Charl es)
Wy do you have that funeral face ?
Did you | ose soneone or what ?

Still |ooking down, Charles says nothing. Crépin and the
ot hers exchange gl ances.
CREPI N
(To Charl es)
So, are you still holding on to

your dream of becom ng the KING OF
THE TRACKS ?

Still nothing. Charles doesn't respond. They exchange
gl ances anong t hensel ves.

LEON
You dream big for a broke guy I|ike
you, you know. (Beat)
You know what's funny about al
this ? it's that the thinks he's
speci al .

They all start |aughing together.
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CREPI N
Li sten, broke guy, the dog racing
tracks are reserved for people of
our social class, not for kids like

you. (Beat)
| mean, people of your class, of
cour se.

LEON
Exactly. You'd better give up
before you enbarrass yourself in
front of everyone. So go back to
your insignificant little world.

A V.OICE
He won't go anywhere.

They all turn to | ook. The canera adjusts its franme and
reveal s BASI LE.

BASI LE
(To Crépin)
And he has just as much right as
you do to participate in this race.

LEON
Still you ?

BASI LE
Yes | It's still ne.

CREPI N

(to Edith and Leon)
Pff ! Come on, let's go. The suno
i s here.

Leon gets on his scooter, and Edith takes her bike. Crepin,
on his skateboard, does a BACKSI DE 180 and stops next to
Charl es, then whispers in his ear.

CREPI N
(More, to Charles)
Know t hat you have no chance of
W nni ng this chanpi onship, nor the
title of KING OF THE TRACKS. (Beat)
And even if that happens, 1'll be
in your way, believe ne.

Then he and Edith | eave, Leon stays behi nd.

LEON
(To Basile)
You can thank your dear daddy
ot herwi se, | would have al ready
settled your account.

BASI LE
I n your dreans, maybe !
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He | eaves too, and Basile joins Charles.

BASI LE
Charl es, are you okay ?

Charl es doesn't respond and watches Leon, Crepin, and Edith
exit the frane.

BASI LE
(Cont' d)
What got into you to | eave like
that ? Do you know how worried nom
was after you left ?!

Charl es doesn't react.

BASI LE
She went through so nmuch for you
despite having so little--the cake,
t he phot ogr apher (Beat)
and even this bike you' re draggi ng
around right now.

Charl es | ooks confused. Basile continues, turning his back
to Charl es.

BASI LE
And you, what are you doing ?
Not hi ng. Not even a little thank
you. And

Charles realizes what he just did. Basile turns to Charl es.

BASI LE
And eh !

He sees Charles wal king away on his bike.

BASI LE
Were are you going again ?

Charl es answers himas he distances hinself, l[eaving Basile
i n confusion.

CHARLES
Honme before nomworries even nore.

BASI LE
(Surprised)
Uh ! As you wi sh. (Beat)
See you tonorrow, then, and be
careful on your way back.

Charl es wal ks away far enough for Basile to | ose sight of
him Basile watches until he di sappears.

CUT TO :
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EXT. BEHI ND A RESTAURANT / A FEW HOURS LATER

The dog runmages through a trash can behind a restaurant,
but it's enpty. H's stomach grows with hunger. He digs into
anot her pot, still nothing.

THE DOG
|"mso hungry. | think this is the
end of nmy adventures, and | didn't
even get to participate in a single
dog race.

The dog col |l apses heavily on the ground, dejected.

Suddenly, he hears a door open, revealing a 19 year-old
waiter in uniform

He struggles to pull out a garbage bag. After a few m nutes
of struggle, he manages to get it out and cl oses the door
behi nd him

The waiter turns around and sees the dog sitting, waggi ng
his tail with hopeful eyes, staring at the bag. The waiter
grunbl es.

WAl TER
VWhat are you doing here ? (Beat)
This isn't a place for dogs, go on,
get | ost.

The dog gets up, takes a few steps forward as if |eaving,
t hen gives hi m puppy eyes.

VWAl TER
(Cont ' d)
Don't give nme those eyes.

The dog continues to ook at him insistent.

WAl TER
(More)
No ! No ! Not those eyes, stop, |
hate them

The dog keeps | ooking at himw th big sad eyes.

WAl TER
Fine, alright, you w n.

The dog wags his tail excitedly as the waiter pulls a bone
out of the garbage bag and waves it.

WAl TER
Wo's it for, the big bone ? Huh,
who's it for ?

The dog wags his tail even nore with excitenent, tongue
hangi ng out.

VWAl TER
... The big bone ! Wwo's it for ?
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The dog slowy approaches the waiter while wagging his tail.
Once cl ose enough. .

WAl TER
(More, abruptly)
And well, it's mne. Now get |ost.

He throws the bone at the dog. Scared, the dog darts into
t he bushes about fifteen steps away, |eaving the bone near
t he bushes.

WAl TER
You flea-ridden nutt.

He thinks for a nonent, and the dog returns to retrieve the
bone.

WAl TER
That one doesn't have any hair, so
| don't think it has fleas. |
shoul d rather say... (loudly)
.Fur-less animal. Yeah, that's
even better. (Beat)
You hear me, fur-less animal ?

The door of the restaurant opens, revealing a little man in
an apron with a spatula in hand it's the chef. (40 year-old)
CHEF
(Angrily)
What are you doing here again ?
WAl TER
(St unbl i ng)

It's it's the the dog !
The chef | ooks around but sees no dog.

CHEF
The dog ! A dog ? Were ?

WAl TER
It was just there.

The chef | ooks in the indicated direction but sees nothing.
WHAM | The waiter gets hit on the head wth the spatul a.

CHEF
(Angrily)
| pay you to work, not to make up
excuses to slack off. (Beat)
It's work tinme and not rest tine,
under stood ? Lazybones.

The waiter stands at attention.

WAl TER
Yes, chef |



28.
The chef points his spatula at him

CHEF
Get rid of that pile of trash, and
join me in the kitchen in four
seconds flat. Understood ?

WAl TER
(Still at attention)
Yes, chef !
CHEF

You' re | egl ess centi pede.
He goes back into the kitchen. The waiter nunbl es.

WAl TER
That doesn't make any sense, a
mllipede wthout |egs.

He renmenbers the chef's last words and rushes to get rid of
t he gar bage bag.

EXT. STREET / BEHI ND THE BUSHES / SAME TI ME

The dog runs out of the bushes but suddenly BOOM he gets
hit by sonething off-screen. The canera noves to reveal
Charles lying on the ground, clutching his bl eeding knee.

CHARLES
Quch ' My knee.

He hears a noise, |ooks up, and sees the dog on the ground.

THE DOG
AW AW AW AW !

CHARLES
A dog !

Charl es gets up and approaches the dog.

CHARLES
Are you okay ? Did I hurt you ? |
hope I didn't hurt you too badly.

THE DOG
Oh really ! How would you feel if
did that to you ?

The dog tries to get up, but can barely stand. Its right
front pawis hurt, and Charles reacts upon seeing it.

CHARLES
Sorry about your paw



THE DOG
Sorry ! Is that all you ha
? 1 get it, since you're n
one sprawl ed out on the gr
can say that easily. Sorry

The dog sighs. O ose-up on Charles,

CHARLES
| don't speak dog, but | k
much you're hurting. I'mr
sorry.

THE DOG
Oh really !

CHARLES

| didn't see you cone out
bushes, so...

THE DOG
You just had to pay attent
that's all.

CHARLES
(Cont ' d)
...but don't worry, I"II f
to help you.

THE DOG
So, you're going to finish
nmy leg and then want to he

29.

ve to say
ot the
ound, you
, pff !

who | ooks at the dog.

now how

eal ly

of the

i on,

ind a way

br eaki ng
lp me ?

What a nice little boy. (Beat)

You' d better cone up with
solution, or else...

Charl es | ooks around the dog's neck.

THE DOG
Hey ! What are you doing ?
CHARLES
Just as | thought, you're
dog.
THE DOG

And now he realizes it !

CHARLES
| can't |eave you here.

THE DOG
You woul dn't dare after wh
just did to ne.

CHARLES
|'ve got it !

a

a stray

at you
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THE DOG
Got what ?

Charl es picks up his bike and starts walking with it. The
dog wat ches hi m and barks.

THE DOG
WOCF | WOOF | \Where are you going ?
Don't tell nme you're going to | eave
me here, that wouldn't be human of
you, you know.

Charl es stops and turns to the dog.

CHARLES
VWhat are you waiting for ? Cone on
let's go.
The dog stays still.
THE DOG

Go where ?

Charles starts to wal k away, unaware that the dog isn't
following him After a few steps, he turns around to see
that the dog hasn't noved an inch

CHARLES
Conme on, |'mtaking you hone. Once
we're there, ny nomw |l take care
of your paw she's a veterinarian,
and she's the best, you'll see.

THE DOG
Ckay ! If you say so, but | hope
this isn't atrick to take nme to
t he pound.

CHARLES
Just come on.

The dog barks and wags its tail as it approaches Charles,
who rubs its head.

CHARLES
| don't speak dog, but | think
that's a yes !

The two | eave, and the camera adjusts to show them exiting
t he frane.

CUT TO :
EXT. I N FRONT OF CHARLES S HOUSE / NI GHT
Charles arrives hone |ate at night with the dog.

He notices the light inside and heads towards the door,
whi ch he finds open. He goes inside.
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I NT. LI'VI NG ROOM

Charles finds Mrette, asleep with her head agai nst the
dining table. Charles gestures to the dog to stay quiet,
unaware that his nother is asleep.

CHARLES
(To the dog)
Come in, don't stay outside.

The dog quietly enters and observes the surroundi ngs.
CHARLES
(More)
Stay here and don't make any noi se,
okay ?

Char | es approaches to wake Mrette.

CHARLES
Mom! Mom! |'m hone.
Mrette wakes up.
M RETTE

Charles, is that you ! (Beat)
You' re back ?

CHARLES
Sorry, Mom |I'msorry for..

Mrette i medi ately hugs him

M RETTE
You scared ne so nuch, you know.
CHARLES
|"msorry for behaving |ike that,
Mom
M RETTE
The inportant thing is that you're
home. But prom se ne you'll never

do that again.

CHARLES
| prom se, Mom

She ki sses hi mon the head.

M RETTE
Thank you, ny angel. (Beat)
l"msorry | couldn't buy you
that. ..

THE DOG
So cute.
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Mrette then notices the dog next to them wagging its tail,
and junps back in fright.

M RETTE
AAAAAAH !

She hi des behi nd Charl es.

M RETTE
(Terrified)
What is that ?

CHARLES
VWhat ?

She points at the dog.

M RETTE
That !

THE DOG
(Conpl etely confused)
What's wong with her ?

Charles turns to the dog.

CHARLES
(To the dog)
What are you doing here ? | told
you not to follow ne.

M RETTE
Do you know this thing ?
CHARLES
Yes, Mom and it's not a thing,
it's a dog.
M RETTE
A dog ? This thing is a dog ?
CHARLES
Yes, Mom it's a dog, not a thing.
M RETTE
As far as | renenber, dogs didn't

have. ..
Canera focuses on the dog' s body.

M RETTE
(Cont' d)
...a body like that.

THE DOG
(Conpl etely fal sely)
Thanks for the conplinent.
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CHARLES
Don't exaggerate, Mom It's not
that terrible.

M RETTE
Wiy did you bring it here ?

CHARLES
| accidentally knocked it over
while comng in | couldn't just
| eave it there. (Beat)
Plus, | think I broke its right
front paw

The dog raises its injured paw

THE DOG
AW AW AW AW !

M RETTE
Charles ! W' ve already tal ked
about having animals in the house,
especi al | y dogs.

CHARLES
| know very well, but it's because
of his paw. (Beat)
You're a veterinarian isn't it your
job to help animals in distress ?

Mrette is |left speechless by Charles's words.

M RETTE
"' m proud of you. Send nme ny first
aid kit so we can take care of this
paw t oget her.

CHARLES
G eat !

He junps into Mrette's arns. She then notices his knee.

M RETTE
Did you hurt your knee ?

CHARLES
Oh, that ? It's nothing.

CUT TO :

The end of bandagi ng the dog' s paw.

M RETTE
There, it's done. It wasn't
serious, just a little sprain.

Charl es and the dog both have bandages. The dog tries to
remove its bandage, but Charles stops it.
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CHARLES
(To the dog)
No ! No! Don't take it off just
yet. Momsaid it's alittle sprain

So you'll have to keep it on for a
good week.
M RETTE
(Putting away her things)
Let himrest. Tonorrow, 1'Il cal

t he pound to cone and pick himup

CHARLES
But that's not necessary. He can
stay here while he recovers.

M RETTE
Oh no ! Don't even think about it.
(Beat)
Look at this dog, we don't know
anyt hi ng about him And | ook at his
body maybe he has a contagi ous
di sease.

CHARLES
But nmom ..

She finishes putting away her things.

M RETTE
There are no buts about it, |'1l]
call them tonorrow.

CHARLES
Mom !

M RETTE
End of discussion. It's getting
| at e.

Mrette | eaves with her kit. Charles and the dog exchange a
worried | ook.

CHARLES
(To the dog)
Don't worry, | won't |et themtake
you that easily.
He | eaves as well. The dog, lying on the floor, watches him
| eave.
THE DOG
Are we not eating ? (Beat)
" m hungry.

CUT TO :



| NT. HOUSE / DAY
Mrette is on the phone while cleaning.

M RETTE
(On the phone)
Ckay ! | understand. No, no, no !
Don't worry ; that time works for
me. Thank you.

She hangs up.

CHARLES
Was that the pound ?

M RETTE
No, it was JOHN, one of ny
col | eagues.
And Basile called this norning to
say he wouldn't be here this week.

CHARLES
Wy ?

M RETTE
Well, he's visiting his uncle with
hi s parents.

CHARLES

Ah, okay. But what about the pound
?

M RETTE
They're on vacation for a whole
week, so...

Charl es, happy, interrupts her.

CHARLES
The dog gets to stay with us for a
week ! So cool

The dog suddenly sits up.

THE DOG
VWhat !

Charles junps for joy. Mrette, seeing his enthusiasm
agr ees.

M RETTE
Yes, that's right.

Mrette continues cleaning.

CHARLES
(To the dog)
| hope you heard what ny nom sai d.
So get ready for a wild week.



THE DOG
Hey ! Not so fast. | have a say in
this too. | don't want to stay here
for a whole week, | have a ton of

t hings to do.

CHARLES
| f you agree, bark.

The dog doesn't bark. Charles rubs its head.

CHARLES
Stop being shy and bark.

Charles gives Mrette a surprising hug.

CHARLES
Thank you for agreeing, Mom You
don't know how happy | am You're
t he best.

Mrette returns the hug. Charles gets overwhelmed with
enotions and starts to cry, Mrette notices.

M RETTE
What's wong, ny dear ?

CHARLES
|"'msorry, Mom for leaving |like
t hat yesterday.
"' m so ashanmed of ny behavi or. But
...

Mrette places her hand on Charles's head.

M RETTE
Don't worry, it's in the past now.
But for the dog, it's only a week.

Charl es w pes his tears.

CHARLES
Yes, Mom A week, no nore, no |ess.

M RETTE
Exactly, no nore, but there could
be | ess, dependi ng on his behavior.

Charl es stands at attention.

CHARLES
Not ed, Li eutenant Mom

Mrette ki sses himon the head.

M RETTE
| love you, ny dear.

36.
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CHARLES
| love you too, Mom

THE DOG
That's all nice and dandy, but can
we nove on to sonething el se now ?

Charl es approaches the dog.

CHARLES
"' mcounting on you to be as calm
as a sl ug.

THE DOG

(Total l'y confused)
| don't understand anything !

Mrette gives a disapproving |look to the dog, which doesn't
go unnoti ced.

THE DOG
Www ! | feel like I'"'mgoing to
enjoy it here for this week.

CUT TO :

A BEG NNI NG OF A MONTACE

As the nontage nusic begins to play, in a series of quick
shots, the days go by, and Charles has a lot of fun with his
new conpani on. Both are still wearing their bandages.

I NT. CHARLES' S ROOM / DAY

Charles's alarmrings, DRELIN! DRELIN ! DRELIN
Indicating 7 :30. Charles and the dog synchronize their
wake-up. They both get off the bed and | eave the room
headi ng for the living room

I NT. LIVING ROOM / DAY

Charl es and the dog wal k through the living room Charles
greets his nom and the dog barks. They are outside before
she can respond.

EXT. SOVEWHERE I N TOAN / NOON

Charles is bikejoring with the dog.

I NT. LIVING ROOM / NI GHT

In the evening, they are all at the table. Charles and the

dog are playing with their food. Mrette gets annoyed and
asks themto | eave the table.

QUI CK CUT TO :

Later that night, they return to watch a greyhound race on
TV, in the dark
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I NT. LIVING ROOM / A FEW DAYS LATER / DAY

Charles and the dog are playing ball in the living room At
each throw, the dog brings the ball back to Charles. But in
a final throw the dog | eaps, catches the ball in the air,

but falls heavily to the ground, knocking over a nearby vase
whi ch breaks.

Mrette imedi ately comes out of the kitchen with an apron
around her neck and di scovers the broken vase. She scol ds
Charl es and the dog, sending them out.

| NT. LIVING ROOM / NI GHT

Charles and the dog are in the dark. The race on TV ends,
and their favorite greyhound wins. Charles and the dog junp
for joy, and to their surprise, Mrette stands behind them

M RETTE
Turn that off and go to bed !

EXT. BACKYARD / AFTERNOON

Charl es and the dog rest under a tree.

CHARLES
(To the dog)
You know, | have a dream|'d really

li ke to achi eve.

THE DOG
(Conpl etely uni nterested)

And what do you want me to do about
it ?

CHARLES
l'd love to win the RACCNG thi s
year.

The dog's ears perk up.

THE DOG
Wait, you said win the RACI NG ?
What a coincidence, that's nmy dream
t 00.

CHARLES
It would be amazing if it cane
true, don't you think ?

THE DOG
Yeah, it would be so cool

CHARLES
If only nomwould |let nme have a
dog, it would be different. (Beat)
Anyway, the registrations for the
chanpi onship end in a few days,
so. ..
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Charles reties his shoel aces. The dog surprises him by

t aki ng one of his shoes off. Charles chases after himuntil
he stops, out of breath. He tries to catch his breath.

The dog approaches him and Charles catches himby surprise.
They both start |aughing, sprawled out on the grass.

| NT. KI TCHEN
Mrette, watching themfromthe kitchen w ndow, smles.
EXT. SOVEWHERE IN THE CI TY / N GHT

Charles and the dog arrive at the foot of a poster show ng
hi m and the dog. The canera zoons out to show a CLOSE- UP of
the poster presenting the current KING OF THE TRACKS and his
owner .

The nontage ends on this frame before CUTTI NG TO A CARD
DI SPLAYI NG : ONE WEEK LATER

EXT. SOVEWHERE IN THE CITY / DAY

A bespectacl ed young man (19 years old), wearing a
veterinarian's coat, rides a basket bike and passes a woman
wal ki ng wi th her chi huahua.

THE YOUNG MAN
Hell o, Ms. Léa !

MRS. LEA
Hi !

He passes anot her acquai ntance who is watering flowers in
front of a house.

THE YOUNG MAN
Hel |l o, M. Duck.

MR DUCK
Hel 1 o, ny boy.

He encounters a nmuch bul kier man, wearing a tracksuit, wth
his mouth full and a piece of cake in hand, jogging in the
same direction as him

THE YOUNG MAN
H, M. Degueul.

MR DEGUEUL
(Mouth full)
Oh, it's you. Hi

THE YOUNG MAN
If you really want to | ose that
wei ght, be realistic and start by
cutting out all those sweets.

VR, DEGUEUL
Thanks for the advice.
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M. DEGUEUL swal |l ows the rest of the cake and notices the
young man on his bike pulling ahead. He tries to overtake
him The young man accel erates as well.

M. DEGUEUL runs as hard as he can but fails to catch up and
falls flat on his face, out of breath.

THE YOUNG MAN
(Loudl y)
Sorry, M. DEGUEUL, maybe next tinme
will be the right one.

M. DEGUEUL is lying flat on the ground, reaching out
towards the young man who is gradually noving away. He rolls
onto his back and pulls a chocolate bar fromhis pocket to
take a bite.

CUT TO :
EXT. I N FRONT OF CHARLES' S HOUSE

The young man arrives in front of Charles's house, gets off
hi s bi ke, and knocks on the door, KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK ! The
door opens, and Mrette stands in front of him

M RETTE
(A bit surprised)
KEVIN ! What are you doing here ?

KEVI N
Hello Mrette. |I'm here on behal f
of JOHN.

M RETTE

Hel l o, cone in, please.

I NT. LI'VI NG ROOM

M RETTE
(Cont' d)
Way didn't he cone hinself ?
KEVI N
He's too busy at the nonent, so he
sent ne.
M RETTE

He told me three days.

KEVI N
Yeah, but he had a little setback.

M RETTE
Alittle setback ?

KEVI N
Yeah, but it's nothing serious.
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M RETTE
(Si ghs)
Do you have the results ?

Kevi n rummages t hrough his coat and pulls out a paper,
handing it to Mrette.

KEVI N
Yes, here it is, but it's negative.

M RETTE
(Surprised)
Negative ! Let ne see.

Mrette checks it herself. The canera zoonms in on the paper
it's the result of an analysis.

KEVIN (V. Q.)
Negative for ringworm rabies, and
al so negative for al opecia.

The canera returns to its original state.

M RETTE
It's inmpossible, the test can't be
negati ve.

KEVI N
Wiy ? Is that not the expected
result ?

M RETTE

Have you at |east seen the dog in
guestion ?

EXT. IN FRONT OF THE HOUSE

A blue van with the yellow inscription « ANl MAL CONTROL
AGENCY » with their nunber below and a drawi ng of a sad dog
par ks.

Two men in work uniforns for animal control, with a dog | ogo
on their unifornms, get out. (Agent #1, tall and thin, around
28 years old) and (Agent #2, a little overweight, around 22

years ol d).

They open the back of the van and take out a dog cage. They
head towards the front door of the house.

I NT. LI'VI NG ROOM

M RETTE
So, how does he explain that ?

KEVI N
He said it could be due to an
all ergy he contracted on the street
or to sheddi ng.
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M RETTE
To sheddi ng ? (Pause)
The change that affects the
ani mal ' s coat.

KEVI N
Yeah, that's it. (Pause)
| He's 70% convinced that what's
happening to himis due to sheddi ng
and 30%to an allergy.

M RETTE
| was sure he had rabies.

KEVI N
Oh no, you were wong. Well, | have
to go before they notice I'm
m ssi ng.

He approaches the door and grabs his wist.

KEVI N
| al nost forgot, he also said he
was sorry.
M RETTE
Tell himl thank him and thank you
too for coming. W'll see each
ot her again once ny |eave is over.
KEVI N
You' re welcome, Ms. Mrette. W're
all looking forward to your return.

Suddenl y, KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK ! Soneone is knocking at the
door .

KEVI N
Are you expecting someone ?

M RETTE
No ! And what about you ? Did you
cone with someone ?

KEVI N
No

KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK !
AGENT #1 (0S)

This is the animal control, is Ms.
Mrette there ? W'd |ike to speak
wi th her.

Kevin and Mrette exchange a gl ance.
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KEVI N
Ani mal control ? Wat are they
doi ng here ? (Beat)
Don't tell ne !

EXT. IN FRONT OF THE HOUSE
AGENT #1
(To Agent #2)
It seens no one i s hone, boss.

AGENT #2
Let nme handl e this.

KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK ! Agent #2 knocks on the door.

AGENT #2
(Cont' d)

Open up, | know you're there.

AGENT #1
Are you sure they're in there, boss
?

ACGENT #2
They're in there ! It's animal

control, open up.
KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK ! He knocks on the door again.
| NT. KI TCHEN
Mrette and Kevin arrive in the kitchen.

M RETTE
Understand, | was scared at first
with this dog, | thought he had a
di sease.

KEVI N
Know ng you, | know that's not the
only reason for your choice.

Kevin spots Charles and the dog playing in the garden.

KEVI N
(Cont ' d)
A dog to which your son has becone
so attached. Look at him..

Mrette noves closer to the kitchen wi ndow and sees Charles
and the dog playing together in the garden, a big smle on
Charles's face (they no | onger have their bandages).

KEVI N
...He seens to be having so nuch
fun with that dog. Isn't this why
you're enduring all of this ? Have
( MORE)
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KEVI N (cont' d)
you t hought about the shock this
will cause him?

A silence falls.

KEVI N
(More)
An indiscreet question : how | ong
has it been since you' ve seen him
this happy ?

Mrette begins to realize.

M RETTE
Since his father died. Wat have |
al nost done ? | didn't even realize
how happy he was with that aninmal.

AGENT #2 (0S)
| warn you, we're not |eaving here
wi t hout the dog.

KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK ! He knocks agai n.

KEVI N
You know what ? It's not too late
yet. I'lIl go talk to themand tel

t hem you're not home, if that's
alright with you.

M RETTE

Yes, | agree. Thank you, Kevin.
KEVI N

You're welcone, Mrette. Wll, I'm

of f.
He | eaves the frane.
EXT. IN FRONT OF THE HOUSE

AGENT #1
There's no one here, boss. W'l
conme back another tine.

AGENT #2
There's no "another tine." Just
know that | never cone out for
not hi ng. (determ ned)
"1l get that dog.

KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK ! More knocks at the door. It opens, and
Kevin is seen. They all | ook at each other.

AGENT #1
Hello !
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Suddenly, Kevin runs, hops on his bike, and | eaves. The two
agents are |l eft speechl ess, exchangi ng astoni shed gl ances.

AGENT #2
But... !

AGENT #1
He's gone. Wat do we do now, boss
?

AGENT #2
(Over whel ned)
Hel p me put this away !

The two agents | eave to put the cage away, get in the van,
and start it up.

| NT. VAN
Agent #1 | ooks out of frame as the van noves forward.

AGENT #1
That kid seens to be having a | ot
of fun.

Agent #2 | ooks and sees Charles and the dog playing in the
garden. He stops the van.

AGENT #1
Wiy are you stopping the car ?

AGENT #2
The boy's dog | ooks like the one
t he woman descri bed on the phone.

ACGENT #1
Oh really !

Agent #2 hands a photo to Agent #1.

AGENT #2
Look.

Agent #1 | ooks at the photo, then at the dog. He observes
for a few seconds.

AGENT #1
No, but it's kind of him

| NT. KI TCHEN

Mrette | ooks at the test results and then observes Charl es
and the dog having a blast through the kitchen w ndow.

It has been a long tinme since she has seen her son this
happy.

W zoomin on her face.
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| NT. LIVING ROOM - FLASHBACK
Little Charles plays with a big Borzoi. Mrette, her head
agai nst the chest of a man whose face is blurred, watches
Charl es and the Borzoi play and then smles. Little Charles
gi ves the Borzoi a big hug and | aughs.
END OF FLASHBACK
| NT. KI TCHEN
She brings out a smle, and tears begin to formon her face.
EXT. GARDEN
Charles finally spots the animal control van.

| NT. VAN

AGENT #1
He spotted us. Come on, start !
Start !

Agent #2 starts the van, and they drive off.
EXT. GARDEN
Charl es watches the van pull away.

CHARLES
(To the dog)
Cone on, let's go. That's enough
for today, we're headi ng hone.

He and the dog | eave the garden.
| NT. KI TCHEN
Charles joins Mrette in the kitchen.

CHARLES
Mon !

She quickly wi pes her tears.

M RETTE
Yes, ny darling ?

CHARLES
| saw an ani mal control van not far
from our house. Are they here for
t he dog ?

M RETTE
No, darling ! (pausing)
Besi des, you can keep your dog.
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((Surprised))

Really ? Wait (Beat)
... You nean forever ?

M RETTE
Yes ! Forever, ny dear.

CHARLES
Awesone.

He junps into Mrette's arns.

CHARLES
(Cont' d)
You' re the best nom ever.
M RETTE
Yes, | know, ny dear.
THE DOG
YES ! | stay, howgreat ! | finally

have a roof and a master. (Beat)
One | ess goal .

They hear a voice behind them

THE VA CE
Hello in there ! | found the door
wi de open, so | took the liberty of

com ng in.

They all turn around and see Basile with a big smle.

BASI LE
(Cont' d)
|"mnot interrupting, | hope.
CHARLES
Basil e !
BASI LE
Charl es !

Charles throws hinself into his arns.

CHARLES
| m ssed you, you know !

BASI LE
You too, mny brother.

M RETTE
Hel | o, Basil e.

Basi | e approaches Mrette.

BASI LE
Hel | o, Madane Mrette..

47.
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He does this while trying to see what's in the pot behind
Mrette, who notices.

BASI LE
(Cont' d)
|"ve m ssed you so nuch.

M RETTE
Me or the pot ?

BASI LE
Bot h of you.

They all start |aughing. The dog seens confused.

THE DOG
Who's this fat guy ?

Basil e notices the dog and junps back.

BASI LE
AAAAAAAAAAH ']

He hi des behind Mrette.

BASI LE
What is that ?

M RETTE
It's Charles's new pet.

BASI LE
That thing ?

CHARLES
It's not a thing, it's a dog, and
his nanme is N NO

M RETTE
NINO ! Just a week, and you've
al ready found hima nane.

CHARLES
A week spent together is nore than
enough to give hima name, don't
you think ?

Basi |l e waves at Ni no.

BASI LE
H , NI NO

Ni no barks.

NI NO
Yeah, hi, fat guy !

CHARLES
| think he already | oves you.
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NI NO
Not even cl ose.

Basile gets a little closer to Mrette and whi spers.

BASI LE
Pl ease tell nme you didn't buy that
for him?
M RETTE
(I'n the same tone as
Basi | e)
No, it's a stray dog he net.
BASI LE
K !
CHARLES
Don't worry, | can hear you
BASI LE

| think your problemfor the
chanpi onship i s now sol ved.

Charl es grabs his head.

CHARLES
Oh no, the championship ! | forgot.
The registration ends today. (Beat,
in a hurry)
You're comng with nme, Basile.

M RETTE
What chanpi onship ?

BASI LE
Were are we going ?

CHARLES
To the park to register Nino. (To
Mrette)
Mom . .

M RETTE
You're planning to participate in a
chanpi onship, and | didn't even
know.

Charl es | ooks at her, then she remenbers Kevin's words : "
Isn't this the state you endure all this for ? "

M RETTE
(Cont' d)
Alright ! But don't take too |ong,
okay ?
CHARLES

Ckay, nom
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M RETTE
(To Basile)
Keep an eye on him Basile.

BASI LE
You can count on ne for that !

CHARLES
Come on, N no.

THEY EXIT THE ROOM

M RETTE
(Loudl y)
And don't get into trouble.

They respond of f-screen.

CHARLES AND BASI LE (0OS)
Under st ood.

CUT TO :
EXT. SOVEWHERE IN THE CITY / AFTERNOON

Cl ose-up of Agent #2 sipping a cup of coffee while crossing
the street, careless. Suddenly, two bikes rush into the
frame and narrowly mss him

Agent #2, startled, grabs onto a small wooden el ectrical
pole next to him and his coffee cup spills. The canera
adjusts to reveal Charles, Basile, and Ni no speedi ng awnay.

CHARLES
Sorry, sir !

BASI LE
Excuse us.

NI NO
WOOF !

They continue on their way.

AGENT #2
(Loudl y)
Reckl ess driver ! Can't you drive

safely ?

He realizes it's the garden dog. Charles, Basile, and N no
turn a corner and exit the frane.

Agent #2 hurries to join the van on the other side of the
street, gets in, and slans the door.



| NT. VAN

AGENT #1
Hey ! Take it easy. (Beat)
| think | saw the dog and the kid
fromthis norning pass by.

AGENT #2
They just passed by, for real.

ACGENT #1
Oh really !

The two agents | ook at each other in surprise.

AGENT #2

But what are you waiting for ?
ACGENT #1

Me ? Not hi ng.
AGENT #2

But chase them!!

AGENT #1
kay !

Agent #1 | ooks straight ahead but sees no one.

AGENT #1
But who ?
AGENT #2
| diot, the kids on bikes !
AGENT #1
Ah, them!!
AGENT #2

(Ent husi astical | y)
Come on, step on it, step on it !

Agent #1 starts the engine but noves slowy. Agent #2
frowns, annoyed.

AGENT #2
What are you doing ?

AGENT #1
"' m chasing them just like you
sai d.

AGENT #2
Do you know that at this speed,
we'll never catch up to them?

AGENT #1

Yes ! But what do you want me to do
?
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AGENT #2
Step on the gas, cone on.
AGENT #1
| can't.
AGENT #2

And why not ? (Beat)
You don't have a broken foot, do
you ?

AGENT #1
W're in the downtown area, and
there's a speed limt, |ook.

Agent #2 sees a speed limt sign indicating 20 kmih to their
right. He explodes in anger.

AGENT #2
AAAAHH !

Agent #1 stops the van and clutches his chest.
AGENT #1
You're going to give ne a heart
attack one day with those screans.

ACGENT #2
Let's switch pl aces.

AGENT #1
| f you want !

EXT. IN FRONT OF THE VAN
Agent #2 grabs the van keys, and then they sw tch pl aces.
| NT. VAN

Agent #2 inserts the key, starting the van's engine. He
grips the steering wheel tightly, then furrows his brow

AGENT #2

(Wth a sly smle)
Now, it's our turn.

EXT. ATY

Agent #1 |ooks at himin fear as Agent #2 floors the

accel erator. The car takes off at full speed, and they take
the sanme turn as the kids on their bikes.

After the turn, the van rights itself.

| NT. VAN

Agent #1, terrified, imrediately puts on his seatbelt and

pulls it tight, while Agent #2 |aughs mani acally and
accel erates.
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EXT. ATY

The canera rises to show t hem speedi ng away, dangerously
dodgi ng each car until the next turn.

CUT TO :
EXT. PARK REG STRATI ON STAND / AFTERNOON
Charles, Basile, and Nino are in line. Al eyes are on N no.

NI NO
What's with themstaring at ne |ike
that ? (Beat)
Have you never seen a dog before or
what ?

Charl es and Basile hear the whispers behind them but pretend
not to notice.

A YOUNG MAN #1
Is he going to participate in the
chanpi onship too ?

A YOUNG MAN #2
| don't think they'll et him

Anot her person takes out their snmartphone and takes a
pi cture of N no.

A YOUNG MAN #3
Little scoop for social nedia.

BASI LE
(To Charl es)
Charles, I"'mnot feeling well here.

A man (47 years old, cold |ook, not smling, and hard to
i npress) behind a reception desk organi zes a docunent.

THE MAN AT THE DESK
Next !

Charl es, Basile, and N no nove forward.

CHARLES
Hello, I'd like to register nmy dog
for...
THE MAN AT THE DESK
(In a cold V.Qice)
| know.

He hands a formto Charl es.

THE MAN AT THE DESK
(Cont ' d)
f

Here, fill this out.
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t he nman.

Charl es

The man
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takes the form fills it out, and hands it back to

CHARLES
Here you go.

THE MAN AT THE DESK
Well, let's see your greyhound.

presents Ni no.

CHARLES
H s name i s Ni no.

NI NO
I'mfinally going to participate in
t he race, so cool

at the desk exam nes N no.

CHARLES

So, can he participate in the race
?

THE MAN AT THE DESK
|"msorry, but | can't register
your greyhound.

CHARLES
Wiy not ? He's perfectly healthy.

THE MAN AT THE DESK
|"'msorry, but we have to ensure
the safety of all greyhounds
participating in this chanpi onship.
And gi ven your greyhound's
appear ance, he m ght be sick.

CHARLES
(I'nsi sting)
But that's unfair, Nino is fine,
he's just a little hairless,
not hi ng el se. Please register him!

THE MAN AT THE DESK
Do you have his health report ?

Charl es | ooks down.

THE MAN AT THE DESK
(Cont' d)
| thought so. (Beat)
| understand your frustration, but
we nmust follow the protocols to
ensure the safety of all greyhounds
participating in this chanpi onship.

BASI LE
But... !!
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THE MAN AT THE DESK
It's uncertain whether the dog
federation will accept himor |et
himparticipate in this
chanpi onshi p wi thout a conplete
heal th report.

CHARLES
| understand, thank you for
ever yt hi ng.

Charl es, discouraged and sad, |eaves the line.

BASI LE
Goodbye, sir.

Basil e and Nino foll ow

THE MAN AT THE DESK
Next !

EXT. SOVEWHERE I N THE PARK

NI NO
| knew it wouldn't be that easy to
regi ster for this chanpionship.

Basile tries to lighten the nood.

BASI LE
Don't make that face. W'll find a
way to register N no.

CHARLES
(Wth tears in his eyes)
But. ..

Basile stops himwith a gesture.

BASI LE
Trust ne. But first, I'mgoing to
get us sonething to eat.

Basile exits the frane. Charles sits down on a bench in the
par k, shoul ders sl unped and | ooki ng depressed.

Ni no, beside him tries to catch a butterfly and wanders
of f, leaving the frame, unnoticed by Charles. Edith enters
the frame.

EDI TH
Hey, Charles ! Wat are you doing
here all alone ?

Charl es pretends everything is fine and smles at Edith.
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CHARLES
Hey, Edith ! | cane to register
Ni no for the RACI NG CHAMPI ONSHI P
And you ?

EDI TH
| came with Crépin, but |I'm not
sure why.

CHARLES

Crépin is here ?

EDI TH
Yeah, with Léon. So, where's this
greyhound ?

CHARLES
Ri ght over there.

Edith | ooks but sees only the green space around them

EDI TH
Un.. Charles, | don't see any dog
her e.
CHARLES
(Surprised)
Real ly ?
EDI TH
Yeah, Yeah !

Charles starts to panic and frantically searches for N no.

CHARLES
(Worri ed)
Nino ! Nino ! Where are you, ny dog
?

He goes off searching for his furry friend, |leaving Edith
behi nd.

ED TH
Vell, I"'moff !

Edith al so wal ks away. Basile returns with two | arge bags of
chi ps pressed against his chest, already nunching on an open
bag.

He arrives and finds neither Charles nor N no.

BASI LE
But where have they gone ?

Charl es continues searching for his furry friend.



CHARLES
(Loudl y)
Nino! Nino! (to hinself)
Where coul d he have gone ?

Suddenly, he spots Crépin nearby. He turns and cones
face-to-face with Léon.

LEON
(Sni ckeri ng)
Well, well ' Look who it is !

He calls out to Crépin.

LEON
(Cont'd, waving his armns)
Crépin ! Crépin !

Crépin sees Léon.

LEON
(More)
Look who's here !

CHARLES
(Ina firmtone)
Well, | think I"mgoing to | eave.
Léon stops him

LEON
Not so fast, broke boy.

Crépin joins them

CREPI N
(To Charl es)
| was just |ooking for you, no need
to ask what you're doing here,
know you' re here for the
regi strations, right ?

Charl es doesn't respond and | owers his head.

LEON
No need to be shy, we already know.
Edith told us.

CREPI N
Where's the greyhound you canme to
register ?

LEON
| still can't believe you took a
greyhound for yourself. (Beat)
Are you sure you bought it ? It
woul dn't be a stray dog, would it ?

S57.



58.

CREPI N
(Mocki ng)
Ha, ha, ha! O course it is !

(Beat)

Si nce when do broke kids |ike you
have enough noney to get such an
ani mal ?

LEON
(Mocki ng)
Ha, ha, ha ! Yeah, they don't even
have enough noney to buy decent
clothes, so a greyhound ? No way.

CREPI N
Let me tell you sonething, broke
boy. Leave the racing at the dog
track, it's not nmeant for your
social class. You'd better find
anot her hobby.

CHARLES
(In a trenbling V.Q ice)
You can say what you want, but you
won't make nme give up ny dream |
will participate in this
chanpi onshi p.

LEON
(lronically)
Look at him he talks like he's a
hero, pathetic !

CREPI N
Renmenber this, broke boy. Soneone
fromyour social class won't get
far in this chanpionship, nor wll
they win that prestigious title.

(Beat)
And if you want to ask me why i'm
doing all this, i have no idea

nysel f. But letting a poor person
like you win this tile makes ny
skin craw .

LEON
Ha ha ha ! Well said.

Charles clenches his fists, trying to keep calmin the face
of their nockery, and then wal ks away.

LEON
(Cont' d)
Yeah, that's right, get out of
here, you church rat

Passersby | ook at them
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LEON
(To Crépin)
Regi stration is ending soon. Aren't
you going to register your
greyhound ?

CREPI N
No, I'mgoing to participate in
their little race to get a speci al
invitation to this chanpionship
i nstead. (Beat)
My Polish greyhound is the best of
all, he'll wn hands down.

LEON
Cool, let's go then.

CUT TO :
EXT. OTHER SIDE OF THE PARK / SAME TI ME
CLOSE- UP ON :

A crowd gat hered on one side of the park. THE CAMERA
approaches to reveal a greyhound race on a mni-circuit (348
nmet ers) about to begin.

The greyhounds (a Sal uki, a Dal matian, a Wi ppet, and a
Pol i sh greyhound) are placed in the starting box, while
three judges (two boys and a girl) stand nearby.

Not far fromthe crowd, a six-year-old girl, LUCE, plays
with her toys, while her nother, ANNE, reads a book.
Suddenl y, Lucie spots Nino still followng the fluttering
butterfly in the air. She sees another dog closely follow ng
its owner, and her eyes light up with curiosity.

LUCI E
(Wat chi ng Nino | eave)
Mom | ook at that dog ! Wiy is he
so different fromthe others ?

ANNE puts down her book and approaches Lucie, watching N no
| eave and smling softly.

ANNE
(Kneel i ng besi de Lucie)
Different how ?

LUCI E
(I'n small innocent
V.Q ice)
| mean, why doesn't he have fur
like the others ?

ANNE
Well, sweetheart, this dog is
special. You see, every dog is
uni que, just like you and ne.
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Lucie squints, trying to understand.

ANNE
(Cont' d)
Sonme dogs are born with little fur,
like that one. It's what we call a
hairl ess dog. It's not comon, but
that doesn't make it any | ess
speci al, you understand ?

Lucie thinks for a nonent and then | ooks up at her nother.

LUCI E
(Sm |ing)
Yes, Mom (Beat)
But doesn't he get cold ?

I NT. I N THE CROAD

The starting signal sounds. The starting boxes open, and the
greyhounds leap forth with grace and power onto the track,
the cromd is excited.

The butterfly enters the cromd. Nino follows it and weaves
t hrough the spectators. He reaches the center of the crowd
and di scovers the greyhounds in full race, each refusing to
give up their place. Nino is thrilled.

NI NO
(Ent husi astical | y)
A race !

Wthout hesitation, he bolts onto the track, draw ng
everyone's attention. The spectators are surprised to see an
unexpected dog join the race.

IN THE CROMD :

A NMAN
s that dog | ost or what ?

ANOTHER MAN #1 | N THE CROMND
But where did he cone from?

ANOTHER MAN #2 | N THE CROAD
Who does this dog belong to ?

Sone | augh, others are perplexed, but all are curious to see
what wi |l happen.

ANOTHER MAN #3 I N THE CROMND
Look at him he's al nost hairl ess.

ANOTHER MAN #1 | N THE CROMND
Yeah, he's as bald as a skull.

Laughter. Léon, Crépin, and Edith are side by side. Crépin
furrows his brow



61.

CREPI N
(To the audience)
But you're not going to let that
dog participate in the race

ON THE TRACK :

Ni no hears the whispers and nockery but continues to run.
The greyhounds in front of himare al so puzzled by his
sudden entrance into the race.

THE DALMATI AN
Hey guys ! There's a dog behind us
?

THE VWH PPET
What's he doing here ?

THE SALUKI
He's participating in the race.

THE DALMATI AN
That nutt !

THE POLI SH GREYHOUND
The little street dog wants to race
wi th hi gh-class dogs, that's
ador abl e.

General |aughter.
I N THE CROMD :

SPECTATOR #1
What's he doing ? He'll never catch
up fromthis far behind.

SPECTATOR #2
At this distance, it's dead, he
can't cone back fromthat.

SPECTATOR #3
He's definitely going to give up
al ong the way.

Jury nmenber 2 stands up

JURY 1
Were are you going ?

JURY 2
|"mgoing to get that dog off the
track before he ruins the race.

JURY 1
(Looking at Nino on the
track)
No, let himrun, | can't wait to

see what's going to happen.
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JURY 2
(Looking at Jury 1)
But... !

JURY 3
(Looking at Jury 2)
| agree too.

Jury 2 sits back down.
ON THE TRACK

NI NO
Yeah, keep nurnuring and nocking.

Nino starts to gradually speed up, slowy catching up to the
gr eyhounds.

NOT FAR FROM THE CROWD, Charles continues to | ook for Nino,
aski ng passersby but to no avail.

A PASSERBY
Sorry, | haven't seen him

Charl es spots the crowd gathered a few neters away.

CHARLES
(I'ntrigued, to hinself)
What coul d be causing such a
gat hering ?

He heads towards the crowd.
ON THE TRACK :

The race continues. Nino, fully accelerating, catches up
wi th the greyhounds.

NI NO
(To the greyhound)
So, who's the cattle dog now ?

The greyhounds are astoni shed. The whi ppet excl ai s

THE VWH PPET
| mpossi bl e !

THE SALUK
VWhat ! Don't tell nme he's caught up
with us ?

THE VWH PPET
Yeah, he did.

THE DALMATI AN
How did he do that ?

THE VWH PPET
No i dea !
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THE POLI SH GREYHOUND
| refuse to be beaten by a
wanderi ng unknown.

The Polish greyhound accel erates and takes the |ead, putting
a good di stance between them N no catches up and passes the
whi ppet .

THE VWH PPET
He just passed ne.

Then the dal mati an.

THE DALMATI AN
Me too.

THE SALUKI
You' re not passing ne.

The Sal uki starts to speed up. Nino catches up to him

NI NO
(To the sal uki)
Move.

He passes the Sal uki.

THE SALUKI
No, he passed ne.

Ni no accel erates even nmore. The final meters are between
Ni no and the Polish greyhound.

The crowd is in a frenzy.

CREPI N
(Worri ed)
You can't let this dog continue the
race. Where did he even cone from?

Charl es weaves through the crowd, trying to get a good view
of what's happeni ng.

ON THE TRACK :
Ni no and the Polish greyhound are side and side.

NI NO
(To the Polish greyhound)
You' ve got sone serious stam na,
ol d man.

THE POLI SH GREYHOUND
" mjust showi ng you the extent of
nmy speed. (Beat)
G ve up, you can't beat nme. |'m not
i ke those rookies behind us.

The Polish greyhound starts to pull ahead of N no.
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IN THE CROMD :
Charles finally spots Nino in full stride.

CHARLES
(Surprised)
Ni no !

CREPI N
(Agitated)
Stop him! Sonmeone stop that dog !

ON THE TRACK :

NI NO
You think ?

THE PCLI SH GREYHOUND
It's not a matter of belief. |
ranked seventh in the | ast RACI NG
chanpi onshi p, so...

Suddenly, tinme seens to freeze. The Polish greyhound watches
Ni no overtake him

NI NO
Yet you're as slow as a slug. There
weren't any good runners this year.

Time unfreezes, and the Polish greyhound starts to
decelerate. He stops just a few feet fromthe finish Iine.

THE POLI SH GREYHOUND
(Coldly and softly)
...a mtt like you can't beat ne.

Nino crosses the finish line, creating a stunned sil ence.
The crowd remai ns frozen, the atnosphere tense.

The ot her greyhounds stop running.

THE DALMATI AN
What just happened ?

THE VWH PPET
Don't tell ne he |ost !

Suddenly, the crowd erupts in joy, cheering for Nino. Crépin
and Léon are dunbf ounded.

LEON
W | ost !

A MAN FROM THE CROMD
Ww, that dog is a prodigy, a rea
power house !

ANOTHER MAN FROM THE CROWAD
Yes | A true chanpion
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A TH RD MAN FROM THE CROAD
Despite his delay, he nmanaged to
wn the race. I'maquite inpressed.

Charles, with shining eyes, joins Nino and picks himup in
his arns.

CHARLES
Ww ! Nino, how did you do that ?
(Beat)
You were incredible,
congratul ati ons.

He hugs Nino tightly.

NI NO
(joyful)
WOOF, thank you, nmaster.
CHARLES
| didn't know you were this fast.
NI NO
Stop it, master, I"'mgoing to end

up blushing if you keep this up.
Charl es happily pets Nino, and the three judges approachi ng.

JURY 2
Are you the owner of this greyhound
?

CHARLES
Yes, that's nme. Sorry if ny dog
di sturbed your race.

JURY 2
Julia, we were just |ooking for
you. Congratul ati ons on your
victory.

Charl es shakes Julia's hand.

CHARLES
Thank you, |'m Charl es.

JULI A
Ni ce to nmeet you, Charles.

JURY 1
(To Charles, waving)
Rodri guez, great denonstration.

JURY 3
(Simlarly)
Ednond, and a great performance
t 0o.
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CHARLES
(Gatefully)
Thank you.
Julia hands hima card.

JULI A
Here you go, Charl es.

Charl es takes the card.

CHARLES
(Looki ng at the card,
curious)
VWhat is this ?
EDMOND
It's a special pass for the
chanpi onshi p.
Charl es's eyes w den.
CHARLES

Real ly ?
Crépin arrives running, out of breath.

CREPI N
(Qut of breath)
No, no, no, wait !

CHARLES
(Surprised)
Crépin !

CREPI N
(Surprised as well)
So, that dirty dog is yours !

Léon, Edith, and the Polish greyhound join Crépin.

JULI A
(To Crépin)
Yes, what's the matter ?

CREPI N
(Catching his breath)
You can't give that card to this...
!

He | ooks at Charl es and Ni no.
JULI A

And why not ? He did win the race,
right ?
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Yes, but his greyhound wasn't even
a conpetitor at the start. It just
sneaked into the race.

JULI A
That makes hima conpetitor
Listen, kid, this race was
organi zed to spot a tal ented
gr eyhound.

EDMOND
EDMOND
It wasn't just about crossing the
finish line. You had to show skill.

RODRI GUEZ
Agility, flexibility, speed, and
performance are what we came to
find.

JULI A
(Looki ng at N no)
And this dog has denonstrated that
he has all those qualities.

CREPI N
Yes, but it should be ny dog.

EDMOND
It should be, you're right, but
it's not.

CREPI N
So you're going to |leave ny dog to
take this rabid-1ooking nutt ?

CLOSE- UP ON :

Ni no,

Julia | ooks at him

CHARLES
No, that's not true. N no doesn't
have r abi es.

CREPI N
(To Charl es)
You, shut up !
JULI A
We're still keeping him (To

Charl es)
Congr at ul ati ons agai n on your
greyhound's victory.

EDMOND
We woul d be happy to count you
anong the conpetitors in the
chanpi onshi p.
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RODRI GUEZ
But with a conplete health check
of course.
CHARLES
(Gatefully)
"1l do it. Thank you for
ever yt hi ng.
EDMOND
(Sm |ing)

Better thank your greyhound for
giving you this opportunity.

The three jurors | eave the frame. Charles and the three boys
| ook at each ot her.

LEON
(To Charl es)

So, that filthy greyhound bel ongs
to you ?

CREPI N
| was surprised nyself. (To
Charl es)
Li sten well, broke boy, you m ght
have won this race, | don't know by

what mracle, but let nme say it
agai n, A broke boy like you wll
never be a chanpi on.

CHARLES
That's your opinion. But | know
Ni no has everything it takes to
becone a great chanpion

CREPI N
(Laughi ng harder)
Your dog ! Ah! As if a street dog
could conpete with the chanpi ons of
t he cynodrone.
Stop dream ng, Charles, Besides,
what a ridicul ous nane.

LEON
(I'n a disdainful tone)
Look at him he thinks he's a great
chanpion with his street dog. You
shoul d find anot her hobby.

CHARLES
(Sm |ling)
You think ? Yet this street dog
just beat you today, didn't he !

Léon gets angry.
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LEON
On yeah ! You want to play |ike
t hat !
Cr épi n hol ds hi m back.
CREPI N

Easy, Léon. (To Charl es)

This is the last tine |I'm beaten by
a broke guy and a dog as filthy as
yours.

He and Charles stare at each other as Charles wears a joyful
expression. Suddenly, an old man (63 years old) in a
tracksuit approaches them having heard everything.

OLD MAN
(Ina firmtone)
What's going on here, boys ?

EDI TH
(In a fal sely
i nnocent voi ce)
Not hi ng serious, sir. W were just
chatting with our friend.

LEON
(Backing up Edith's
wor ds)
Exactly, sir. W were
congratul ating himon his crushing
vi ctory today.

The ol d man gives them a di sapproving | ook.

CREPI N
Puff | We'll see each other again
very soon, and this time, | won't

be the one in this position,
Charles. You can trust ne on that.

LEON
Oh yes, very soon. You don't fal
into the dust twice in a row,
Charl es.

Léon and Crépin turn to |l eave, followed by the Polish
gr eyhound.

CREPI N
(To the Polish greyhound)
h no! You' re not foll ow ng ne,
you stay here, you
good- f or - not hi ng.

The Polish greyhound sl unps down. Everyone | ooks at them;
Edi th shrugs.
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EDI TH
(To Charl es)
Congrat ul ati ons on your greyhound's
victory, Charles.

Edith goes to rejoin Crépin and Léon, calling the Polish
greyhound. The old man watches them | eave the frane.

CLD MAN
(Wthout even | ooking at
Charl es)
Are they friends of yours ?

CHARLES
Not really.

OLD MAN
Congr at ul ati ons.

CHARLES
Thank you, sir. Did you watch the
whol e race ?

CLD MAN
O course, what a question. | was
very inpressed by his performance.
Speed, agility, he really amazed us
today. (To Charles)
You have a real chanpion there.

CHARLES
Yes, | just discovered that.

OLD MAN
| haven't seen such a perfornmance
in a decade.

Men wal k across the frane.

ONE OF THEM
(To the other)
Seriously, | didn't believe he

would win. If this dog is a
candi date, this year's chanpi onship
woul d be exciting.

THE OTHER
| won't say it for you.

Laughter fromthe two men. The old man checks his watch.
CLD MAN
(Looki ng at his watch)
It's time for me to go hone.
Charl es extends his hand, smling.

CHARLES
|'m Charles, and this is N no.
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NI NO
Woof |

The old man takes hi s hand.

OLD MAN
Well, nice to neet you, Charles.

He crouches down and touches N no's head.

OLD MAN

And you too, GU.. HEEEEE...
CHARLES

Ni no.
OLD MAN

There you go, N no.
He stands up.

OLD MAN
l"m ..

CHARLES
(Cutting himoff)
Is it just nme, or are those people
over there staring at us ?

Three nen nearby are staring intently at them

MAN #1
(scrutinizing the old
man)
Are you sure about what you're
saying ?

MAN #2
It's definitely him |ook at this.

He shows his phone to the others.
CLOSE- UP ON :

hi s phone di splaying a search with a photo of the old man
t hat matches exactly.

MAN #3
| knewit, | knewit was him
ALEXANDER SW FT.

A commoti on anong passersby.

PASSERBY #1
Huh, what ?

PASSERBY #2
Al exander Swift is here !
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PASSERBY #3
No way, you need to stop with these
jokes, it's not funny.

MAN #3
You think this is a joke ? Just
| ook over there.

He points at the old man. The passersby all turn to | ook.

OLD MAN
What do they all have to | ook at us
like that ?

CHARLES
No idea, should we go ask them
right ?

OLD MAN
No need.

The passersby are all speechl ess.

PASSERBY #1
| mpossi bl e !

PASSERBY #2
| can't believe it.

PASSERBY #3
It's really him

ANOTHER PASSERBY
H m who ?

Very quickly, the news creates a crowd.

A PERSON
(pointing at Ni no)
Look, he's even with his fanous
conpani on.

OLD MAN
(To hinsel f)
They recogni zed ne.

ANOTHER PERSON I N THE CROAD

Let's take sonme pictures quickly
before they | eave !

They all pull out their phones. As the first photo is taken,
the old man grabs Charles' hand.

OLD MAN
Run !

The old man drags Charles into a frenzied sprint.
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PASSERBY #
They're fleeing, let's follow them
!

The entire crowd starts running after them

CHARLES
Way are we running ?

OLD MAN
And your dog ?

NI NO
Wof | Wof !

Nino is right behind Charles, who | ooks back and sees the
crowd dangerously approachi ng him

A V.OICE IN THE CROND
Don't let them escape !

CHARLES
(Fearfully)
Mom !'!

He speeds up and overtakes the old man, with N no keeping
pace.

ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PARK / AT THE SAME Tl ME
CLOSE- UP ON :

Basile, cheerfully wal king toward the canera while eating
chi ps. Suddenly, sonething rushes into the franme and bunps
into him

BASI LE
Hey ! Watch where you' re going,
you're not. ..

The canera raises to show Charles running at full speed.

BASI LE
(Cont ' d)
Charl es |

Ni no al so speeds past him follow ng Charles.

BASI LE
(Agai n)
Ni no !

The old man follows suit. Basile, puzzled, watches the
scene. Soon after, the crowd arrives and | eaves Basile in a
cl oud of dust.
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BASI LE
Cough ! Cough ! Cough !
What do they all have to run like
t hat ?

He stops for a few seconds, then shrugs, eats his chips, and
continues on his way.

CUT TO :
CLOSE- UP ON :

the three greyhounds. The Saluki is sitting alone, and his
friends are watching himfrom nearby.

THE VWH PPET
Are we going to talk to him?

THE DALMATI AN
(Looki ng at the whippet)
No, let's | eave him al one for now

THE SALUK
| still can't believe we were
beaten by him!

CAMVERA POV
They are being watched through binocul ars.
| NT. VANS

The bi nocul ars | ower, revealing Agent #2 and Agent #1, who
is using his binoculars to look at the girls while |aughing.
Agent #2 | ooks at himcoldly.

EXT. VAN
CLOSE- UP ON:

The van parked in front of the park. Suddenly, the back
opens, and Agent #1 is violently thrown to the ground.
Everyone | ooks at him He gets up, all enbarrassed, grabs
hi s bi nocul ars, and goes back into the van.

| NT. VAN

Agent #1 starts looking for Charles and Nino with his
bi nocul ars. He finds Basile but not Charles and N no. He
turns to Agent #2.

AGENT #1
The kid and the dog are nowhere to
be found. W've |ost them!

Agent #2 steps on his foot. Agent #1 withes in pain,
grabbi ng his knee.
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AGENT #2
W haven't |ost them idiot !
(Beat)
They just left.

ACGENT #1
Oh really !

Agent #2 starts the van's engine.

AGENT #2
| didn't know he was that fast.
Capturing that dog will earn us a
lot. Yes, much nore than those
ot her dogs.

EXT. VAN

The mani acal | aughter of Agent #2, followed shortly by that
of Agent #1, as the canera rises to show their departure.

CUT TO :

EXT. SUNSET / FAR FROM THE PARK / A FEW HOURS LATER : IN
FRONT OF A MODEST HOUSE

Charles, the old man, and Nino arrive in front of a house,
al | exhaust ed.

CLD MAN
(Qut of breath)
This is perfect here, they won't
find us.

CHARLES
(Catching his breath)
You run fast for your age.

NI NO
Woof |

The ol d man opens the door of the house.

CLD MAN
Conme in quickly.

They enter, and the old man cl oses the door.

I NT. HOUSE / LI VI NG ROOM

The living roomis spacious and | uxurious. Photos of
greyhounds in full race adorn the walls, and nedals are
di spl ayed, trophies are showased on the shel ves.

Charles and Nino are amazed by all the beautiful things
i nsi de.



76.

CHARLES
(I'n awe)
Ww !
OLD MAN
Take a seat, |'ll get you sonething

to snack on

He | eaves the frame. Charles begins to admre the franed
photos of the old man and his greyhound on the tracks, while
Ni no searches for a place to rest. He spots a rug.

NI NO
Ww ! What a beautiful rug.

He lies down on it.

NI NO
(Cont ' d)
It's sweet, too.

The old man returns with a tray full of snacks and finds
Nino lying on the rug and Charles in front of the trophy
shel f.

CHARLES
Ww ! Al these trophies, it's
really...

He hears a throat clearing.

OLD MAN
(G earing throat)
Ahem ! Ahem

Charles turns around and sees the old man, visibly
enbar r assed.

CHARLES
Your shelf is really beautiful

Charles smles at him

OLD MAN
Magnificent, isn't it ?

He places the tray on the small table and joins Charles.

CHARLES
(Looki ng at the shelf)
You didn't tell nme you were a
chanpi on of the cynodrone races.

OLD MAN
Oh, | was nuch nore than that.

CHARLES
Oh really !
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The ol d man points out some specific trophies while Charles
listens attentively.

CLD MAN
You see this trophy, this one, and
t hat one. ..
| I won them when | was a young
greyhound racer. Every race was a
chal | enge, every victory a
testanment to our determ nation. My
partner and | spent years racing on
the tracks, living for the
adrenal i ne and the passion of
racing. It was a vibrant tine, full
of chall enges and glory.

CHARLES
VWw ! Incredible, | nean, | can't
bel i eve you... !

OLD MAN

(I'nterrupting)
You know what woul dn't be
bel i evabl e ?

Charl es | ooks at the old nman.
OLD MAN
(Cont ' d)
Step back

Charl es steps back, and the old man pulls a small trophy
fromthe shelf, then steps back hinself.

CHARLES
| was wondering why that one was so
smal |
Suddenly, the shelf makes a strange sound : CRACK ! -- CRACK

I CRACK ! Charles watches as the shelf begins to shift, tier
by tier, revealing a space in the mddle : BRRRRRRR !

Nino's ears perk up at the sound. The shelf finishes noving,
revealing a large trophy that shines brightly. Charles's
eyes widen, and the old man sml es.

CHARLES
( St unned)
No, don't tell nme it's..

OLD MAN
Yes, it is. (pausing)
THE CYNOPHI LE !

Charles can hardly believe it.
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But if you have THE CYNCPHI LE No.
1, that nmeans No, no, no ! This
isn't possible. The first hol der of
THE CYNOPHI LE hasn't been seen in
ages, and runors say he's dead.

OLD MAN
Yet here | amin front of you,
ALEXANDER SW FT, very nuch alive,
w thout a winkle of old age.

CHARLES
Wait, wait. You nean ALEXANDER
SWFT, the master whose greyhound
revol utioni zed the cynodrone racing
world ? The one who gave a hard
time to all his conpetitors for
years ?

ALEXANDER
Exactly !
CHARLES
Ww ! This is amazing, | can't

believe I"'min front of you.
(Looki ng at THE CYNOPHI LE)
Can | touch it ?

I NT. SWFT'S HOUSE / LI VI NG ROOM

CUT TO :

78.

Charl es and ALEXANDER are sitting on the sofa. On the small

table is the tray that ALEXANDER hel d, and next to it
CYNOPHI LE

ALEXANDER

ALEXANDER

is THE

NINO is still lying down. Charles holds a cookie
and a glass of mlk.

CHARLES
So, if | understand correctly, you
and your dog were | egends of the
circuit. And thanks to your many
victories, your dog was crowned
ki ng of the tracks.

ALEXANDER
Crowned king of the tracks.

( pausi ng)
Yes, that's right.

sees N no waki ng up.

ALEXANDER
Ah ! You' re awake. VWait, 1'Il bring
you sonething to eat.

gets up and goes to the kitchen. N no turns and
sees THE CYNOPH LE. He is conpletely amazed.
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NI NO
OHH !'! | can't believe it, it's
really THE CYNOPHILE, it's really
him (Looki ng around)
| didn't think | would see himin
real life so soon
What a marvel .

ALEXANDER returns with a bow and a bag of dog food. He
pl aces the bow in front of Nino and opens the bag.

CHARLES
So why did you stop ?

ALEXANDER
| didn't stop ! | sinply retired.

The bowl remains enpty. Nino furrows his brow and | ooks at
t hem

CHARLES
That's the sane thing
So why ? Everything was perfect.

ALEXANDER
Not quite !

NI NO
WOCF | WOCF !

ALEXANDER
(To Ni no)
Sorry, big guy.

ALEXANDER begins to fill the bow .

CHARLES
But what happened ?

ALEXANDER
It's a very long story that goes
back a long tine. (pausing)
At a new cynodrone that had just
been built in Florida, and | was
called to participate inits
i nauguration. . .

Ni no | ooks at the bowl, which contains just a few kibbles,
then falls heavily onto the rug.

CLOSE- UP ON :
Ni no's face, disgusted.

CUT TO :
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EXT. DAY / I N FRONT OF THE CYNODROVE / FLASHBACK

A crowd stands in front of a new cynodrone, r

eady for the

i nauguration. An Anerican-nmade car pulls up. A young

ALEXANDER and hi s greyhound GOLDI E (an Englis
get out of the car, welconed by journalists,

and the cheers of the crowd. The journalists

series of questions.

JOURNALI ST #1
Tell me, M. ALEXANDER, how does it
feel to be in Florida ?

JOURNALI ST #2
Why did you accept the invitation ?
| nmean, do you have sonething to
gain by participating in this
i nauguration ?

JOURNALI ST #3
Is it true what the streets of
Florida are saying ? Apparently,
GOLDI E, the current king of the
tracks, will be the first to test
t he one thousand neters never run
by anot her greyhound ?

JOURNALI ST #4
Have you been prepared for this ?
I s our chanpion ready to face this
new course ?

JOURNALI ST #2
Speak up, M. ALEXANDER

Young ALEXANDER feels overwhel ned by all thes

GOLDI E
WOCF | WOCF !

A security guard arrives and pushes the journ

SECURI TY AGENT
Let our guest of honor breathe.
What's with all these questions ?
Are you the ones who brought him
here ?
Conme on, scram! Shoo !

h greyhound)
canera fl ashes,
begin their

e questions.

al i sts back.

The journalists continue to ask questions anyway.

JOURNALI ST #2
Pl ease answer our questions.

JOURNALI ST #4
Are you sure Goldie is up for
runni ng these one thousand neters
in less than one mnute thirty ?
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Al exander stops and | ooks at the journalists.

JOURNALI ST #1
Answer, Al exander.

Anot her agent arrives near him

AGENT
Pl ease fol |l ow ne.

He takes Al exander and Goldie to the entrance of cynodrone.
EXT. RACI NG TRACK ENTRANCE / A FEW MOMVENTS LATER.

The mayor of the city (a short, slightly round man, 36 years
ol d) makes his announcenent. To his right are ALEXANDER

ol die, and his assistant holding a giant pair of scissors,
and to his left, three guys in suits.

MAYOR
Thank you for comng in such |arge
nunbers to attend the inauguration
of this new racing track, and |
al so thank M. ALEXANDER and his
f amous conpani on for accepting the
invitation. (Beat)
| You know, this racing track has
been designed to host the final
races of Kkings.

The crowd appl auds. The mayor raises his hand, and the crowd
gui ets down. He reaches out, and his assistant hands himthe
giant pair of scissors she holds. The mayor approaches the

| arge ribbon bl ocking the entrance of the racing track and
prepares to cut it.

MAYOR
(while cutting the
ri bbon)

| now declare this racing track
open, but not operational.

The crowd becones even | ouder, and the mayor raises his hand
to cal mthe cheers and continues his announcenent.

MAYOR
(Cont' d)
Fromthis nmonent on, all the fina
races wll take place here in
Florida, at this racing track. Al
the kings will be crowned here, and
a new day wll begin

The crowd cheers enthusiastically.
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MAYOR

(Further)
Wt hout further ado, we will nove
on to the heart of this event.
CGol di e, ALEXANDER s dog, will be
the first to tackle the one
t housand neters of this racing
track for the inauguration, and to
set the best tinme for these one
t housand neters ever run.

The crowd erupts with joy.

CUT TO :
| NT. COMMENTATOR S BOOTH

COVMENTATOR 1
Hell o, | adies and gentl enen, what a
beautiful day it is today ! W are
at 32 degrees, and the sky is
conpletely clear.

COMMVENTATOR 2
Absolutely. Well, we are currently
at the newracing track built by
our bel oved mayor here in Florida.

COVMENTATOR 1
Today will see the very first race
of this track for its inauguration

CAMERA POV :

The commentators appear on a television screen. The canera
pull's back to reveal a young boy in a living room

COMVENTATOR 2

(On TV)
And this inaugural race will not be
run by just anyone. It will be run

by GOLDI E, the greyhound of the
f anobus Al exander Swi ft, the KING of
t he Cl RCUl TS.

YOUNG BOY
(1 oudly)
Mom cone see, it's dad on TV !

MOM ( OS)
' mcom ng, sweetheart.

COVMMENTATOR 1
(On TV)
Many spectators have conme to
W tness this inauguration.
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RETURN TO :
I NT. RACI NG TRACK / A FEW MOMENTS LATER

The stands of the racing track begin to fill up.
COWMENTATOR 1 (V. Q)
The stands are filling up |ike
hot cakes.

| NT. SPECI AL BOOTH

COMVENTATOR 2 (V. Q)
We can see that the mayor is
confortably seated and waiting for
t he event to begin.

The mayor is confortably seated, waiting for the event to
start.

ON THE TRACK :
behi nd the starting box.

COVWMENTATOR 2 (V. Q)
Al exander seens to be notivating
ol die for his one thousand neters.

YOUNG ALEXANDER AND GOLDI E ARE BEHI ND THE STARTI NG BOX

YOUNG ALEXANDER
(Wth a confident | ook)
Hey ! | know you can do it. | have
blind faith in you, you know.

ol die | ooks at his nmster.

YOUNG ALEXANDER
(Cont ' d)

Run |ike you've never run before
and show them a score that w |

sur pass everyone's expectations
here in this racing track. (Beat)

A score that no one will be able to
beat for the next 3 to 6 years.

GOLDI E
Wof | Wof !

Goldie enters the starting box. Al exander watches himenter
and approaches the box one last tine.

ALEXANDER
(Further)
Go ahead ! And show themthat the
king is here on this track.

He closes the starting box. A man next to himwaves a fl ag,
and the signal is given.
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COWMENTATOR 1 (V. Q)
The signal is given, it's about to
start.

The spectators take out their phones. The lure activates and
takes a 16-neter | ead.

COMVENTATOR 1 (V. Q)
(Cont' d)
The lure is on the npve, and..

The starting box opens.

COWENTATOR 1 (V. O.)
.Go, it's off !

Gol di e shoots out |ike a rocket.

COWMENTATOR 2 (V. Q)
Ww ! What a start, it's
magni fi cent .

COWMENTATOR 1 (V. Q)
That's what | call a good start.

Gol die continues to accelerate, and the crow is amazed. The
mayor stands up fromhis seat to admre the scene. They are
all in awe of GOLDI E s divine speed.

COVWMENTATOR 2 (V. Q)
What a bl azing acceleration from
ol die !

YOUNG ALEXANDER
That's it, keep going !

The crowd gets |ouder, and CGol di e keeps accel erating. He
takes the turns with inpressive mastery and pushes his speed
further.

COMVENTATOR 1 (V. Q)
Look how he tackles this track and
its turns ! W can feel we are
facing a professional in the field.

Goldie is nowthirty neters fromthe finish line, while the
timer shows twenty-one seconds.

COMVENTATOR 1 (V. Q)
(Cont ' d)
Ch ! This is unbelievable ! He's
going to do it ! He's going to
finish these one thousand neters of
this racing track in under one
m nut e.
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COMVENTATOR 2 (V. Q)
He's less than thirty meters from
the finish line, and we're at
twenty-two seconds.

Suddenly, Coldie collapses in the final neters.
COVWMENTATOR 1 (V. Q)
Oh no! Coldie has collapsed in the
| ast remaining neters !

The shocked and saddened crowd rises. The mayor stands up as
wel | . ALEXANDER rushes onto the track to join Col die.

COVWMENTATOR 2 (V. Q)
What's happening ? It seens Coldie
is in bad shape.

The race is interrupted, and the paranedics rush toward
Gol di e.

A few mnutes |later, we see ALEXANDER carrying Goldie in his
arnms, heading toward the exit of the dog racing track.

We cut to this tragic event.

END OF FLASHBACK

| NT. ALEXANDER S LI VI NG ROOM / SUNSET.
Back to reality.

ALEXANDER st ands, all sad, holding a bag of dog food in his
hand. Nino's bow is still enpty.

NI NO
Ww ! What a story, it gives ne
chills.

CHARLES
l"msorry to rem nd you of that
event.

ALEXANDER

(Sadl y)

He never recovered fromt hat
injury, and | never set foot in a
dog racing track again after that.

CHARLES
But . ..

ALEXANDER pul I s hinsel f together.

AL EXANDER
Wel |, enough about nme |ike that.
You' d better head hone before your
parents start to worry.
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CHARLES
Yes, |'msorry again. But one |ast
t hing before | go.

AL EXANDER
What !

CHARLES
Since you know this discipline so
well, | was wondering..

ALEXANDER

No ! Don't even think about it.

CHARLES
But | haven't even finished ny
sentence. Are you sure you don't
want to hear what | have to say ?

CUT TO :
EXT. I N FRONT OF ALEXANDER S HOUSE / SUNSET
Charles is on his knees, beggi ng Al exander.

CHARLES
Pl ease.

AL EXANDER
Go hone. It's not up for
di scussi on.

Ni no, not far away, stands up and takes a few steps forward.

NI NO
Conme on, master. This man won't
of fer us his know edge or his
Servi ces.

ALEXANDER
At | east your dog understands.

Charl es | ooks at N no, who wal ks away behi nd hi m
ALEXANDER
(Cont ' d)
Follow him and don't cone back
her e.

Charl es subnits, clenches his fists, and stands tall.

CHARLES
Fine, | understand. |'m | eaving,
but first, I want to know why you

refuse to help nme. (Beat)

s it because you think we're not
good enough for this chanpionship,
or because of our social status ?
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ALEXANDER
| have no reason to give you. But
let nme tell you sonething : you can
be determ ned, but that al one won't
make you win races and reach the
top. In a word, determ nation al one
isn'"t enough in this field.

CHARLES
Thank you, M. Al exander. At | east
| | earned sonmething fromyou
(Beat, to N no)
Conme on, Ni no.

ALEXANDER stays at the door, watching Charles and Nino run
of .

CLOSE- UP ON :
ALEXANDER s f ace.

ALEXANDER
(To hinsel f)
Go ahead, prove yourselves, and
cone back to see nme when the tine
is right.

CUT TO :
EXT. ON THE WAY BACK / NI GHT
Nino closely follows Charles.

CHARLES
W're going to win this
chanpi onshi p, even if all the best
greyhounds in this city present.

Ni no hears a noise and | ooks back, but sees nothing, he
continues on his way.

CHARLES
(Cont' d)
W' || show them they were w ong
about us.

s time comng fromthe bushes

Ni no hears the noise again, thi
ile Charles continues talking

near by. He stops and | ooks wh
as he wal ks away.

CHARLES
We' Il become the chanpi ons of
France and face the best greyhounds
fromaround the worl d.

CLOSE- UP ON :

t he bushes. Nino noves closer, and suddenly a dog pokes its
head out.



MALT
BOOOO !'!I'!

NI NO
AAAAHH !

Ni no steps back in fright and
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hears | aughter. The canera

adjusts to reveal his three friends energing fromthe
bushes. Malt and Ritch are |aughing, then Beauce, N no

furrows his brow

MALT
(Laughi ng)

Did you see your face ? You | ooked
i ke you saw a ghost.

Rl TCH
Conme on, don't make

that face, it

was just for fun. (Beat)
So, still running the streets, the

stray ?

NI NO

No ! That's all over.

Malt and Ritch exchange gl ances.

MALT
(Curious)

You | ook in great shape conpared to

last tine. Tell us,
you eating from now

Ni no bursts into |aughter.

NI NO
Ha ha ! Dunp ? That

what dunp are
?

one was good !

H s three friends exchange confused gl ances.

MALT
Did | say sonething
?

RI TCH
Stop the circus and
scoop. (Beat)
You're not going to

funny, it seens

give us the

hide that from

us, renmenber we're your friends.

NI NO

You guys are so funny !

Malt and Ritch exchange | ooks,
BEAUCE

Beauce's eyes w den.

No, don't tell nme it's what | think

it is ?



NI NO
(Wth a smle)
Yes, that's right !

MALT
(To Ritch)
Hey, Ritch, do you know what Beauce
is thinking ?

RI TCH
No i dea.

NI NO
| have a human taking good care of
nme now.

Malt and Ritch can hardly believe it.

MALT AND RI TCH
Seriously ! Tell us it's not true !

NI NO
(noddi ng)
Yes, and |'meven participating in
the Racing this year.

The eyes of the two dogs w den.

MALT AND RI TCH
Real |y !

BEAUCE
Seriously ! (Beat)
You nean the chanpionship that's
happening in a few days ?

NI NO
Oh yes !

BACK TO :
Charl es, who continues on his way talking.

CHARLES
Can you believe it ? W're going to
becone |iving | egends.

He st ops.

CHARLES
(Cont' d)
WIIl you, right, Nino ?

He | ooks around and doesn't see Ni no.

CHARLES
Nino ? NNno ! Where are you ? It's
really getting late, and Momisn't
( MORE)
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CHARLES (cont' d)
going to appreciate it if we don't
get honme soon. (Beat)
Ni no !

They all hear Charles's call.

NI NO
| have to go, guys. My human is
wai ting for ne.

Beauce stops him

BEAUCE
" m proud of you.

NI NO
Thank you, Beauce. It's because of
you that | amwhere | am today.

CHARLES (V. Q)
Come on, Nino, let's go, we don't
have all night.

NI NO
Okay, |'m going now. (Beats)
See you at the cynodronme or on TV
if you can find one. Just don't get
yoursel f decapitated, of course.

BEAUCE

Ah, ha, ha ! Very funny.
NI NO

Oh, and | forgot...
BEAUCE

What ?!
NI NO

...fromnow on, it's N NO
He | eaves to join Charles.

CHARLES (V. Q)
Where have you been ? Do you want
Momto scold nme or what ?

The three dogs watch them | eave.
BEAUCE
(al most in tears)
Ohno! | forgot totell himto
t ake good care of his coat.

Malt starts to | augh.



Rl TCH
So, is he really going to be on TV
? Uh what was his nane again ?

A CLCSE-UP OF

The city center, with a visible cynodrone.
| The camera noves toward the cynodrone.

ADI XI A MAELYS
(V. O, suddenly)
And here we are live fromthe MELB
cynodrone. ..

CLOSE- UP OF THE CYNODRQOVE

TI TLE CARD : MELBI CYNODROVE

| NT. CYNODROVE / DAY

ADI XI A MAELYS
(V.Q, cont'd)
... \Were the very first heat of the
chanpi onship w il take place,
determ ning the best greyhound in
this city.

| NT. COMMENTARY STUDI O

91.

CUT TO :

The studio is buzzing with i mages of the MELBI cynodrone
di spl ayed on the screens.

On our announcers introducing thensel ves :
LI SANDRO SATILM S (33),

(23),
(31).

ADI XI A MAELYS
Thi s | ong-awai ted nonent has
finally arrived. Hello everyone,
and wel conme to the cynodrone racing
chanpi onshi p. I'm ADI XI A MAELYS
and |'mjoined by your favorite TV
comment ators, LI SANDRO SATILM S and
ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD, to bring you
all the details of this incredible
conpetition and | et you experience
it live fromyour screens.

LI SANDRO SATI LM S
(Sm i ng)
Well, hello everyone ! We're
thrilled to be here today to give
you a unique |ive experience and
nmonments of pure adrenaline.

ADI XI' A MAELYS
and ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
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ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
Exactly, Lisandro. W have a
beautiful, perfectly sunny day for
this race. G eyhounds are
incredible athletes, and we w ||
wi t ness diverse and i npressive
performances during this
chanpi onshi p.

| NT. MELBI CYNCDROME

The canera noves to show the greyhounds being prepared in
their kennels by their owners. The dogs are elegant and in
great shape.

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
Look at these magnificent
speci nens, Adixia, all ready to
show their speed and agility today.

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q.)
Yes ! Each one is ready to conpete
for the chanpi onshi p.

A SHOT OF THE STANDS, as they fill up, and Basil is shown
munchi ng on chi ps.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
(V. O noddi ng)

Absol utely, Adixia. G eyhound
raci ng conbi nes speed, agility, and
strategy. Each greyhound has its
own abilities, and we're going to
wi t ness incredi ble and excepti onal
di spl ays during this chanpi onship.

BACK TO THE STUDI O

ADI XI A MAELYS
So, Abdel hafid, howis this
chanpi onshi p shaping up ?

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
Thi s chanpi onship will take place
in four heats...

THE SHOTS OF THE FOUR CYNODROMES are displ ayed. Label ed
MELBI, MOLTON, MAO NOLVENN, they vary in shape and size.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
(V.Q, cont'd)

The first heat will take place
right here at the MELBI cynodrone,
foll owed by the second and third at
the MOLTON and MAO cynodrones.
Finally, the fourth heat wll be
hel d at the NOLWENN cynodrone.
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LI SANDRO SATI LM S
| ndeed. The conpetitors have been
di vided into groups of four,
| abeled A, B, C, and D

ADI XI A MAELYS
Way this division ?

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
Good question, Adixia. The
greyhounds have been classified
according to their class and | evel
of conpetition.

A SHOT OF A GROUP OF GREYHOUNDS
TITLE CARD : GROUP A

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
That's right, Abdel hafi d.
Exceptional greyhounds, |ike the
Bor zoi MAX, who has al ready
participated in several
chanpi onshi ps, are placed directly
in category A

A SHOT OF :

a greyhound named MAX (a wel | -grooned, fawn-and-white
Borzoi) presented in an insert.

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q.)
Max is an exceptional greyhound.
H s trainer has high hopes for him
and he has proven tine and again
that he is capable of remarkable
performances. He could even becone
t he chanpi on of France.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
Yes, but let's not forget BELLA
when we tal k about the concept of
chanpi on of France...

A SHOT OF :

a femal e greyhound named BELLA (a French pointer), in
anot her group, presented in an insert.

TITLE CARD : GROUP B

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
(V. O continued)
She is al so exceptional and is
anong the favorites in this
chanpi onshi p.
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ADI XI A MAELYS

(V. O noddi ng)
That's true, Abdel hafid. Bella has
certainly proven herself and has
made her mark in various
cynodrones. Although the title of
chanpi on of France narrowy escaped
her | ast year, she remains one of
t he best in this chanpionshi p.

BACK TO THE STUDI O

LI SANDRO SATILM S
As for the other greyhounds
participating in this chanpionship
for the first time, they are pl aced
in groups C and D

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
Not ably the new NI NO who was
recently pronoted at the park.

A SHOT OF :

anot her group of six greyhounds, wearing vests and nuzzl es,
tugging inpatiently on their |eashes as they are led to the
starting boxes by their owners. Nino, wearing a blue vest
nunbered six and a nuzzle, is acconpani ed by Charles and
presented in an insert.

TITLE CARD : GROUP D

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
A lot of information about him
Apparently, this little newoner is
full of talent, according to what
they say. Let's hope that's true.

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q.)
vell, we'll find out soon.

The greyhounds from GROUP D are placed in the starting
boxes. Nino is the |ast.

CHARLES
(To N no)
Here's the nonent we've all dreaned
of . Go out there and show everyone
what you're worth. Surprise them
al | .

NI NO
Woof |

Then he enters his box.

BACK TO THE STUDI O
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ADI XI A MAELYS
And here's the nonent we've all
been waiting for. The chanpionship
begins with GROUP D.

ON THE TRACK :

The nechanical lure starts noving and takes a 23-neter |ead.
The starting boxes open sinultaneously, releasing the
greyhounds who | eap onto the track with feline grace.

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q.)
And here we go, it's off for the
432 meters of this track.

The greyhounds sprint down the track, conpeting with agility
and speed.

L1 SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
Look at themrun, it's a wonderful
bal | et of power and grace. Each
greyhound is a true artist on the
track.

CAMERA | N THE BACKGROUND :
Charl es is pacing nervously.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
Absol utely, Lisandro. These dogs
are virtuosos of racing. Their
agility and coordination are sinply
remar kabl e.

ON THE TRACK :

The greyhounds brush past each other, overtaking and
measuring up agai nst one another with pal pable intensity.
None of themwants to give up their place, all are driven by
fierce determ nation

The audi ence holds its breath, captivated by the beauty of
t hese cani ne athl etes.

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q.)
The conpetition is at its peak. The
greyhounds are fighting for every
inch of this track ; none of them
want to give up

BACK TO THE STUDI O :

The race is being broadcast on the studio screens in the
backgr ound.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
This is an intensely rare race.
Each greyhound is ready to do
anything to take the |ead.
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ON THE STUDI O BROADCAST SCREEN :

The greyhounds continue their incredible strides, but it is
still difficult to pinpoint the |eading greyhound.

LI SANDRO SATI LM S
We're a hundred neters fromthe
finish line, and there is still no
| eader in this race.

ADI XI A MAELYS
(suddenly standi ng up)
Wait ! There seens to be sone
nmovenent on the track

ON THE TRACK :

Ni no accel erates, his graceful stride propelling him
forward, overtaking each of his conpetitors.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
It's NNno ! He seens to be taking
the lead in the race. Wat a
i ghtni ng-fast acceleration from
him!

ONE OF THE GREYHOUNDS
VWhere did that one come from ?

Charl es | eaves the stands and cones to see for hinself,
ast oni shed.

CHARLES
That's it, keep it up, N no !

ON THE TRACK :
Ni no energes fromthe pack and takes the lead in the race.

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q)
He did it ! NNno is nowin the
| ead.

Ni no increases his strides, w dening the gap between himand
hi s opponents in the remaining neters.

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
He doesn't seemto be stopping
there. He's pulling away nore and
nor e.

ANOTHER GREYHOUND
But how is he able to accel erate
like that ?

The finish Iine approaches quickly. Nino is nowin the |ead,
his gaze fixed on victory. Charles expresses his joy as N no
crosses the finish line first, triggering an expl osion of
joy in the cynodrone.
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The audi ence rises in unison, and appl ause echoes throughout
t he cynodronme. Charles, overwhelmed with enotion, goes to
greet Nino at the finish.

CHARLES
(To N no)
Ww ! You were amazing, N no. That
sprint at the end was truly
i ncredi bl e.

Ni no barks and wags his tail. A man retrieves his greyhound.

THE NMAN
(To Charl es)
Congratul ations, kid. Geat race.

CHARLES
Thank you, sir.

O hers come to congratulate himas well.
BACK TO THE STUDI O :

ADI XI A MAELYS
What an incredible race ! N no
managed to dom nate his conpetitors
in the final nmeters with brilliance
and truly deserves this victory.

LI SANDRO SATI LM S
Absol utely, Adixia. N no showed
unwavering determ nation fromstart
to finish. It's sinply perfect
there's nothing to say.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
| ndeed, every greyhound
denonstrat ed remarkabl e techni que,
but Nino has nmade it one of the
nost exceptional .

ADI XI A MAELYS
These greyhounds have given us a
magni fi cent spectacle. Their talent
and determ nation are adm rabl e.
But that's not the only surprise of
the day, nowit's tinme for the
second race.

ON THE TRACK

The nechanical lure resunes its course, pulling ahead. The
starting boxes open as we cut to the greyhounds bursting
onto the track wi th boundl ess energy.

CUT TO :



EXT. LATER / CHARLES' HOUSE / EVEN NG

Char | es,

not her,

standi ng right

98.

Ni no, and Basil stand in front of the entrance
door. Charles opens the door and is surprised to see his

expr essi on.

CHARLES
Mom ! What are you doing at the
door ?

M RETTE
Good eveni ng, boys, | was just
wai ting for you.

BASI LE
Good evening, ma'am

Mrette spreads her arns.

M RETTE
(To Charl es)
So, aren't you going to give ne a
hug ?

He junps into her arns, intrigued.

M RETTE
(Cont' d)
Congratul ati ons on your victory.

CHARLES
How do you know ? Did you watch the
race ?

M RETTE
Yes ! On TV. | wouldn't mss ny
little rabbit's very first race for
anything in the world.

Charl es i s touched.

CHARLES
(Hol di ng hi s not her
tighter)

Thank you, Mom you're the best.

BASI LE
| hope there's sone roomfor nme in
all this.

M RETTE
Yes, of course. Cone here.

Basil joins the hug, sniffing sonething.

in front of himwith a joyfu
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BASI LE
| wouldn't want to spoil the nood,
but is it just me, or does it snell
good in here ? (Beat)
What's on the nenu tonight ?

M RETTE
Your favorite stews. It's specially
made for this occasion.

Charl es and Basil| exchange joyful | ooks.

CHARLES AND BASI LE
STEW !

They rush to the dining table, leaving Mrette and N no.
Mrette approaches and gently strokes N no's head.

M RETTE
Congratul ations to you too,
chanpi on, and thank you for all the
joy you bring us. I"'msorry for ny
initial reluctance to have you,
didn't want an animal to suffer
fromour poverty. But you managed
to hold on. Thank you so nuch.
(Beat, al oud)
Not so fast, boys, wait for ne.

She heads to join them N no can't believe it, he barks and
then follows them

QUI CK CUT TO :

Mrette and the children happily enjoying their special
stew. W also see Nino savoring his dish.

CUT TO :
THE MONTACE MJSI C STARTS TO PLAY.
EXT. CHARLES' HOUSE / DAY

Charl es steps out of the house, kisses his nom and then
rides off on his bike with Nino.

I NT. CYNODROVE / DAY
TI TLE CARD : MOLTON CYNODROME
ON THE TRACK :

Ni no accel erates and overtakes all his conpetitors, taking
the lead in the race.

EXT. SOVEWHERE | N DOMNTOMN / DAY

Basi| catches up with Charles and N no, and together they
continue on a cani-cross.



100.
I NT. CYNODROVE / DAY
TI TLE CARD : MOLTON CYNODROME

Ni no wi ns another race, and the audi ence stands to cheer for
hi m

| NT. TOW TRUCK VAN / DAY

The two tow truck agents lay out a plan on a sheet of paper
for capturing N no.

| NT. CYNODROME / CONTI NUOUS

Anot her greyhound wins a race and is cheered on with his
owner .

| NT. CHARLES' BEDROOM / N GHT

Charles lies in bed without a blanket. Mrette enters his
room covers him smles, and turns off the |anp.

EXT. DOMNTOMN / DAY

Mrette, Charles, and Basil go to a pet supply store.

I NT. VANS / EVEN NG

The two tow truck agents finalize their plan and rejoice.
| NT. CHARLES' HOUSE / DAY

Charles crosses out a new date on his wall cal endar. The
final race isn't too far away.

I NT. CYNODROVE / DAY
TI TLE CARD : MAO CYNCDROVE

Ni no wi ns anot her race. Charles goes to greet himat the
finish line while the press surrounds them

ON THE TRACK :

Max wins a race with a crushing | ead.

| NT. THE OTHER SI DE OF THE CYNODROMVE / SAME
Ni no spends tine with Bella.

| NT. STORE / DAY

Mrette, Basile, and Charles are choosing various products
for Ni no.

| NT. PARK / DAY

Charles and Basile are training Nino over a |ong distance.
Two security agents are closely followng Nino (they are
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ani mal control agents in disguise).
EXT. CHARLES GARDEN / DAY

Mrette m xes the products fromthe store. Charles and
Basile try to catch Nino for his bath

EXT. G TY CENTER / DAY

Newspaper articles about Nino's progress and the final race
are everywhere in the streets.

| NT. CYNODROVE / DAY

TI TLE CARD : CYNCDROVE MAO
Bella wins her race.

| NT. PARK / DAY

Charles and Basile are sitting on a park bench with N no
besi de t hem

I N THE BUSHES BEH ND THEM :

ACGENT #1
Are they distracted ? Should we
catch hi m now ?

AGENT #2
Yes ! But be careful, don't get
noti ced. Do you have the net ?

The first agent nods and quietly sneaks up behind Ni no. He
pl aces a small net over N no's head, who suddenly gets up.
Charl es noti ces.

CHARLES
Hey ! What are you doing to Nino ?

AGENT #1
Me ?
(Backi ng away, renoving and hiding
t he net behind him
Not hing at all.

Charl es and Basile give hima sharp | ook. The second agent
arrives and hits the first agent on the head.

AGENT #2
Excuse ny col | eague, he m stook the
dog.
(Looking at the first agent)
Ri ght ?

The first agent quickly nods.

AGENT #1
Oh, yes, yes !
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ACGENT #2
(Wth a fake smle)
W' re | eavi ng now.

Nino starts grow ing.

NI NO
GRRR !'!']

CHARLES
Ni no, no !

NI NO
Wof ' GRRR !!

CHARLES

No, Nino, no !

The two agents exchange gl ances before fleeing. N no chases
after themthrough the park. Basile and Charles try to stop
Ni no.

EXT. CHARLES' GARDEN / DAY

They eventual ly catch Nino and give hima bath.
| NT. HOUSE / DAY

CLCSE UP :

Soneone is reading an article about the chanpionship. He
| oners the newspaper, and the canera reveal s Al exander
sm | ing.

EXT. CHARLES' GARDEN / AFTERNOON

The nontage ends with a scene showi ng a brand new Ni no,
havi ng regai ned his coat and ready for the final.

I NT. CAR / DAY

An inpatient driver is sitting in his car, gripping the
steering wheel. He |looks frustrated at the dense traffic in
front of him The cars are noving at a snail's pace.

EXT. STREET / DAY

The canera pulls back to show a congested road where traffic
is at a standstill. Drivers are annoyed, horns are honking,
and frustrated conversations are heard from passengers.

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
Al these cars.

The canera flies over the traffic jamto the entrance of a
cynodrome where a huge crowd rushes to enter.
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EXT. CYNODROVE ENTRANCE / DAY

L1 SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
You m ght be wondering why all this
commotion today ? Well, it's sinply
because it's not wise to mss the
event happeni ng today.

THE CAMERA PERFORMS AN ELEGANT ROTATI ON AROCUND THE
CYNODROVE, PROVI DI NG AN | MPRESSI VE OVERALL VI EW OF THE
VENUE. | T TRANSI TIONS TO A BEAUTI FUL SHOT ABOVE THE
CYNODROQOVE.

TI TLE CARD : CYNODROVE NOLVENN / 780 METERS

L1 SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
Wel cone everyone to the third and
final round of the cynodrone racing
chanpionship ! W are speaking to
you |ive fromthe Nolwenn
cynodronme, the largest of all the
tracks in this city.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
What a magnificent setting for this
final race !

| NT. CYNODROVE NOLVENN / DAY
CROND SHOT :

The canera slowy noves through the crowd, capturing the
pal pabl e excitenment in the air.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
Look at all these spectators who
have cone fromall walks of life to
wi tness this extraordi nary event.
The cynodrome is packed to the
brim and | can tell you, the
atnosphere is already electric.

The canera focuses on the faces of the spectators :
famlies, friends, couples, all smling. Sone are holdlng
si gns with the names of their favorite greyhounds, while
ot hers wear bright jerseys representing their favorite
racer.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
And what can we say about this
cynodronme itself, Lisandro ?

Each corner of the cynodronme is showcased.

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
well, first of all, this cynodrone
is much nore than just a place for
conpetition. It's a synbol of

( MORE)
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LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q) (cont'd)
passi on, determ nation, and
overcom ng oneself. Wth its
maj estic stands offering a
br eat ht aki ng vi ew of the seven
hundred eighty neters of its two
grass tracks, the vibrant colors of
the flags fluttering in the w nd,

t he dazzling lights illumnating

t he stage, and above all, the
architectural beauty of this place,
it truly lives up to the event

t aki ng pl ace here today.

ON OUR ANNOUNCERS.
| NT. COMMVENTATOR S CABIN / DAY
ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAVAD

sai d, Lisandro. Adixia, howis
final shaping up ?

el
this

ADI XI A MAELYS
So... this chanmpionship is com ng
to an end, and the best greyhounds
fromeach category will conpete
today on this track. Only two of
themw || have the chance to run in
the final, and only one will be
crowned chanpi on of France in
cynodrome racing.

LI SANDRO SATI LM S
For the sel ected greyhounds, we
have. ..

The various greyhounds are introduced in a graphic.

LI SANDRO SATI LM S

(Cont' d)
The Barzoi MAX, ni cknanmed the denon
of the tracks in category A, wll
face the French Pointer BELLA from
category B on the second track. On
the first track, the Spanish
G eyhound BORNE from category C
wi || conpete against the G eyhound
NI NO from cat egory D

SHOT OF THE BETTI NG LI NE.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
Bets are being placed in |large
nunbers today, |ook at that |ong
l'ine.
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LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
That's normal, Abdel hafid, everyone
has conme to support their favorite
t oday.

TRACK ANNOUNCER (V. Q.)
Everyone, please return to your
seats, the race will start soon

I NT. CYNODROMVE / THE OTHER SI DE OF THE TRACK / SAME

BELLA
Hey, handsone.

NI NO
Oh Bella, it's you

BELLA
Ww ! Is it just ne or have you
becone even nore charm ng than

before ?
NI NO
Stop it, you' re making ne blush
BELLA
Still so sensitive, as | can see.
So, are you ready for this race ?
NI NO
(Exci t ed)
Absol utely, my paws are itching to
go !
BELLA
So aml, but don't |ose your race.
NI NO
Don't worry about that it won't
happen.
BELLA
Still so confident, that's what |

| ove about you. But don't forget,
BORNE i s your opponent.

CHARLES
Hey you. (To N no)
Come on, let's go, the race is
about to start.

NI NO
Goodbye, Bella, and you too, don't
| ose your race.

He turns to | eave with Charl es.

BELLA
Ni no !
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He pivots towards her.

BELLA
(Cont ' d)
Good | uck.

He smles at her and | eaves.

TRACK ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
The greyhounds may now head to the
starting boxes.

SHOTS OF THE STANDS

A few people take their seats.

EXT. SOVEWHERE ON THE STREET / DAY

Beauce is trying to get a signal on an old tel evision.

Rl TCH
Come on, Beauce, hurry up, we're
going to mss the start of the
final !

BEAUCE
" m doi ng nmy best.

Beauce adjusts the antenna, and the picture stabilizes.

RI TCH
Great, the picture's back

Beauce takes a few steps before the picture starts to junp
again. He turns back, annoyed.

| NT. CYNODROVE / SAME
ON TRACK 1 :
Behi nd the starting boxes.

CHARLES
Here we go, Nino. W're just a few
nmeters away fromour big goal. A
| ask for is victory. | know you
can do it, | trust you.

Ni no | ooks at Charles and enters his box.
| The flag is raised on both tracks, and the lure begins to
pul | ahead.

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
The race begins, and the lure is
of f.

The starting boxes open sinmultaneously on both tracks, and
t he greyhounds burst out with inpressive energy.
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ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q)

Ww ! What a start ! You can feel
the energy they' re putting out
t hr oughout the cynodrone.

The crowd is buzzing.
LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
They're off for the 780 neters of
t his cynodrone.

ON BOTH TRACKS

The greyhounds are side by side until the first turn.

EXT. STREET / SAME

Beauce continues to fiddle with the antenna, still no

si gnal .

MALT
(Di sgust ed)
We're going to mss the race,
that's for sure.

BEAUCE
It's not ny fault.

Suddenly, the sound fromthe tel evision returns,
picture is still absent.

ADI XI A MAELYS
(V.O on TV)
It | ooks tight on both tracks.

They all exchange | ooks. The picture comes back.
gets it.

RI TCH
We got it !

They all gather in front of the tel evision.

MALT
| told you, we m ssed the start of
t he race.

BEAUCE
It's okay, at least we'll follow
t he end.

THE CAMERA ZOOMS IN ON THE TV SCREEN
| NT. CYNODROME / SAME
ON TRACK 1 :

bot h greyhounds are overtaki ng each ot her.

but the

he really
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ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
It's serious business for Nino and
Borne, neither wants to give up
t heir position.

Charl es crosses his arns, anxious.
ON TRACK 2 :
Bella is starting to take the | ead over Max.

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q.)
Bell a | ooks nore determ ned than
ever, she's nowin the | ead.

VANESSA
Yes, ny girl, you' ve got this.

The canera shows Crépin, confortably seated and smling.
The crowd is in a frenzy.

| NT. SUPER COFFEE / DAY

A good nunber of people have gathered in a super coffee to
follow the race, including Mrette.

BACK TO CYNCDROME, ON TRACK 1

we approach the finish line, and both greyhounds are stil
si de by si de.

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
We're just a turn away fromthe
finish line, and it's still
i npossi ble to determ ne the | eading
greyhound on track one.

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q.)
However, Bella is |eading on track
two, increasing her gap over Max.
(Beat)

Wait ! Is it just nme, or does Max
seemto be gaining ?

ON TRACK 2 :

Bella is in the |l ead, but suddenly Max surges ahead and
starts distancing hinself from Bell a.

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
I ncredi ble ! What a phenonenal
accel eration from Max.

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q.)
Max, known as the circuit denon,
seens to be awake now.
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ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
It's amazi ng, | ook how quickly he
cl osed the gap between hinself and
Bella. He truly deserves his
ni ckname, the circuit denon.

Vanessa i s stunned while Crépin smrks.

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
However, it's still tight on track
one.

ON TRACK 1 :

the finish line is right ahead, and no greyhound is in the
| ead yet.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q)
| can't describe the feeling we're
havi ng right now Wo wll win this
race ?

CROAD SHOT :

total silence reigns, the cromd holds its breath. Charles
cl oses his eyes, conpletely focused.

| NT. SUPER COFFEE / SAME

Everyone has their eyes glued to the television. Mrette
crosses her fingers and cl oses her eyes.

EXT. STREET / SAME
The three dogs are nuch closer to the TV screen.
CAMVERA ON

the TV screen, on the track Nino and Borne are still side by
si de.

LI SANDRO SATI LM S
(V.O TV)
It's getting heated.

At the finish line, the television suddenly goes darKk.

BEAUCE
VWhat !!

MALT
Nooooooo !!

Ritch faints, and Beauce gives the TV a kick, which
i medi ately turns it back on
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LI SANDRO SATI LM S
(V.O, on TV
Ww ! That was really tight, who
woul d have thought ?

The race is over, Beauce turns to the canera, visibly
annoyed.

| NT. CYNODROME / SAME

The crowd is buzzing, the race has finished on both tracks.
ON OUR COMMENTATORS :

| NT. STUDI O/ DAY

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
This race was truly fantastic.

LI SANDRO SATI LM S
A real feast for the eyes ! There
was an incredi ble adrenaline rush,
especially on track one.

A presentation of the |last 43 nmeters opposing Max to Bella
appears in a box. Max finishes the race 23 neters ahead of
Bel | a.

ADI XI A MAELYS
The nicknane circuit denmon is well
deserved for Max, who literally
crushed Bella in the final neters.

LI SANDRO SATI LM S
| ndeed, as for the race between
Ni no and Bor ne. ..

A presentation of the final neters opposing Nino to Borne
appears in a box...

LI SANDRO SATI LM S
(Cont' d)
...t was a display of incredible
tenacity fromstart to finish

ADI XI A MAELYS
Yes, neither of themwanted to give
in. But it was N no who energed
victorious in the end, thanks to a
wel | - deserved stroke of |uck

A frozen image of Nno winning the race just ahead of Borne.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
So, NNno will face the so-called
denon of the circuits, Max, in the
final.
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CRAPHI C RACE DI SPLAYI NG : FINAL NI NO VS MAX
| NT. SUPER COFFEE / SAME TI ME
The gat hering beconmes noisy, and Mrette smles.
EXT. STREET / SAME TI ME
ON THE TV :

ADI XI A MAELYS
(V.O on TV)
Ladi es and gentlenmen, don't go away
I I't's not over yet, a short break
and we will resune the events.

BEAUCE
Awesone ! Nino won the race, guys.

MALT
That's great ! Wen does the fina
race start ?

BEAUCE
Soon. | hope he wins the final and
realizes his dream

RI TCH
Don't worry about that, he's a
tough cookie, he'll do it with his
paws on the nose.

| NT. CYNODROMVE / THE OTHER S| DE SAMVE TI ME
Nino is | ooking for Bella. Borne is nearby.

BORNE
Congratul ati ons on your victory,
Ni no. Great race.

NI NO
Thank you, it's thanks to you.

BORNE
| gave it ny all, but you proved to
be stronger than nme. You're the
t oughest opponent |'ve faced so
far. But |ess tough than Mx.
(Beati ng)
| hope you won't be humliated |ike
t hose ot her conpetitors.

NI NO
| hope so too.

BORNE
Listen well, N no. For the final,
you'll need nore than hope, nore

t han what you've given so far
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Ni no | ooks at him

BORNE
(Cont' d)

You saw what happened on track
nunber two, right ? Your opponent
this time is not just a sinple
racer, it's MAX, the so-called
denon of the circuits. And | can
tell you, he hasn't earned that
reputation for nothing.

Bella enters the franme.

BELLA
Ni no !
Spi nni ng towards her.
NI NO
Bella, | was just |ooking for you.
BORNE
"1l |leave you. But don't lose this
race. | know you have the ability
and skill to wn it, so please

don't | ose.

Ni no and Bella watch hi m | eave.

BELLA
A friend of yours ? He seens very
ni ce.

NI NO

Yes, a very good friend. (He
corrects hinself) | hope you' re not
too shaken up by the race ?

CAMERA ON CHARLES :
Crépin's gang approaches him
CREPI N

Oh I Look who we've stunbled upon,
t he broke one.

CHARLES
My nanme is Charles !

LEON
| didn't know you had one.

CHARLES
You cane to bother ne, right ?
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No, conme on. We have nuch nore
important things to do than that,
like... (Beating)
...winning this final, for exanple.

CHARLES
Wnning the final ? Wat are you
tal ki ng about ?

CREPI N
For your information, | am Max's
master, your final opponent.

CHARLES
But how is that possible ?

CREPI N
| knew you would react |ike this.
And gi ven Max's performance, you' ve
already lost the race before it
even starts.

CHARLES
When did you becone the nmaster of
such a greyhound ?

CREPI N
The power of noney, it's crazy what
you can do with it. | told you we

woul d neet again, and that | would
break that stupid dreamyou hold so
dear. (Beating)

A word of advice froma friend,
it's better to give up right now
You have no chance. Alittle shane
is always better than a big one.
Now, if you want to play the
stubborn, see you on the track.

LEON
You' d better give up, Charles. You
really have no chance.

Léon and Crépin | augh before | eaving the frane,
Charl es puzzl ed.

| NT. SUPER COFFEE / SAME / ON THE TV

LI SANDRO SATI LM S
We're back after this little break
W' ve seen incredible performances
fromthese greyhounds, but |
guarantee the rest will be
br eat ht aki ng.

A man in the super coffee.

113.

| eavi ng
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THE MAN
Conme on, the final race is
starting.

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q)
| rem nd you that the greyhounds
running in the final are Max and
Ni no.

ANNOUNCER OF THE TRACKS (V. Q)
The greyhounds can head to the
starting box.

EXT. STREET / SAME Tl ME

Rl TCH
Mal t, Beauce, cone on ! The final
race is starting.

ON TV :
Max and Nino are presented in two different boxes.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
And here are our conpetitors for
the final. They are world-cl ass
greyhounds, ready to clash on this
track. Bettors will have to nake
t ough choices, as the fina
prom ses to be fierce.

I NT. CYNODROMVE / STARTI NG BOX / AFTERNOON

Crépin and Charles are behind the starting box. Max is
already in his box. Nino and Charles exchange a | ong | ook,
t hen nod sinmultaneously before he enters his box, Charles
strai ghtens up

CREPI N

You finally showed up. Good. | hope
you're ready to take that defeat.

Charles ignores this coment, lost in his thoughts.

CREPI N
(Cont' d)
It will be very bitter, |I warn you

| NT. STARTI NG BOX

Nino tries to notivate hinmself, he closes his eyes and takes
a deep breath

NI NO
|"mgoing to do it, | can do it.
VO CE (V.0O)

And who told you that ?
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NI NO
(opening his eyes)
What do you want ?

MAX
Let me tell you sonething, little
newbi e. Here, it takes nore than
nmotivation to break barriers. You
need to be capable of...

NI NO
(cutting himoff)
You' d better focus on the race
i nstead of wasting your tinme

babbl i ng.
MAX
(ast oni shed)
You... ! | don't need to focus to

beat you, you're just an
insignificant little pebble in ny
way. .. !

NI NO
(once agai n)
Shut up, you're distracting ne.

Max grits his teeth while Nino closes his eyes again.
ON THE CTRCUI T :

The lure starts noving and begins to gain a few neters
ahead.

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
It's starting.

SHOT OF :

Charl es stressed while Crépin settles confortably, crossing
his feet, and displaying a big smle.

The starting box opens, and the greyhounds burst onto the
track. Max imedi ately takes the lead and starts pulling
away qui ckly.

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
What a magni ficent start !

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
Especially from Max, who is off to
an exceptional start ! He's
literally flying down the track
What an incredi ble performance !

MAX
(To hinsel f)
|"mgoing to conpletely crush him
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The crowmd is in a frenzy as Max continues to w den the gap.
Hi s speed i npresses everyone.

VARI QUS SHOTS OF THE RUNNERS AS THEY TAKE THE FI RST TURN ON
THE TRACK

| NT. SUPER COFFEE / SANME TI ME
A man in the crowd.
THE MAN

This Max is a real prodigy. Look at
how he's anni hilating his opponent.

MAN #1
It's clear that this isn't the sane
category. Pff ! 1 should have

listened to you and bet on Max.

MAN #2
| told you, Nino is strong, but he
can't conpete with Mx.

M RETTE
(TO hersel )
This can't be happeni ng.

EXT. STREET / SAME TI ME
The three dogs in front of the TV.

MALT
Nino is getting conpletely crushed.

RI TCH
This Max is truly a denon. He keeps
i ncreasing the gap between them

BEAUCE
At this distance already, it's
over. There's no way he's going to
Wi n.

BACK TO THE CYNODROVE / GRANDSTAND

BASI LE
(Loudl y)
Conme on, Nino ! Keep going, it's
not over yet.

Not far behind him

LEON
(Loudl y)
Yeah, that's it, crush him Mx !
Crush that mnutt
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LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
Max is giving us one of the nost
i npressive denonstrations. He seens
to be in a different | eague today.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
He is clearly show ng the
di fference between hinself and
Ni no.

ON THE TRACK :

Nino tries to close the distance between himand Max, but to
no avail .

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q.)
Ni no can't catch up. Max keeps
i ncreasing the gap between them

The greyhounds approach the final turn.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
We're getting closer to the finish
line, and Nino seens conpletely
overwhelned. He is literally
getting beaten.

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
It's over for him Abdel hafid.
G ven the remaining di stance and
t he gap between himand Max, it's
cl ear the wi nner has already been
deci ded.

CANVERA ON
CHARLES, i ncredul ous.

CHARLES
Ni no. ..

SHOT OF :
Borne, pulling away fromthe cynodrone.

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
| wonder if Nino is really present
on the track today.

Charl es collapses to the ground, visibly crushed. Crépin
approaches him nocki ng.

CREPI N
So, what's wong, chanp ? | warned
you, didn't | ?
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CHARLES
(Wth tears in his eyes)
It's over. Everything is over. Al
this journey to end up here..

CREPI N
Don't | ook |ike that. Your
greyhound did well, but he just
can't neasure up to m ne

SHOT OF THE FI NI SH LI NE :
Max i s dangerously cl ose.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
And there it is, the same scenario
fromtrack nunber 2 repeats. Max
remai ns unbeat able this year

| NT. SUPER COFFEE / SAME TI ME

MAN #2
[t's Max, who wins. W saw t hat
com ng.

Mrette sits down on a chair, desperate, alnost in tears.
EXT. STREET / SAME TI ME
MALT
It's no use. At this distance, he's
al ready | ost.
BEAUCE
| can't believe it, so close to the
finish...
BACK TO THE CYNODROME.
The crowd is going wild, cheering for Max.
SUDDENLY, A BOOM sounds, and snoke fills the circuit.
ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
What' s happening ? There's snoke on
the track !
ON THE TRACK
The lure starts to | ose speed, its engi ne has expl oded.
LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
Oh no. The lure's engine has
expl oded !
Al'l the spectators stand up, surprised.

CHARLES
What' s happeni ng ?
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CREPI N
What's going on ?

ON THE CTRCU T :

The raci ng greyhounds see the lure slowng down until it
stops fifteen neters fromthe finish |line.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
| can't believe it, the lure has
stopped with just a few neters
left.

The raci ng greyhounds stop around the broken lure, and the
crowd nurnurs.

ANNOUNCERS (V. Q.)
Owmers are invited to retrieve
their greyhounds fromthe track

Charl es and Crépin head towards their greyhounds.
| NT. SUPER COFFEE

MAN #2
Oh no, this can't be true. | had
bet big on Max's victory.

MAN #3
But they can't cancel the race. Max
clearly won that victory.

MAN #1
Yes, especially with that distance.

BACK TO THE STUDI O
| NT. COMMENTARY STUDI O

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
It's a shane the race had to stop
Max was putting on a renarkabl e
per f or mance.

Ll SANDRO SATI LM S
Oh yes ! This technical failure
cuts off all that adrenaline rush.

ANNOUNCERS (V. Q)
Your attention, please !

ADI XI A MAELYS
| believe a decision has been nade
by the federation. Let's listen in.

CENTER OF THE CYNCDROVE, PCDI UM :

The president of the canine federation (a well-dressed,
sl ender man, about 1.88 mtall for his 38 years, in a
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well-tailored suit) addresses the crowd.

PRESI DENT OF THE FEDERATI ON
We are deeply sorry for this
i ncident and sincerely apol ogi ze to
every owner and to you, dear
Vi ewers.

Everyone listens attentively.

PRESI DENT OF THE FEDERATI ON
(Cont, d)

Due to this technical failure, we

have decided to suspend the race

and resune it in tw weeks at the
CYNODROVE DES SABLES. W apol ogi ze
again for this inconveni ence. Thank

you for your attention.

SHOT COF :
Charl es and N no.

CHARLES
Congratul ati ons, chanp. You did
very wel |

NI NO
No, master. | don't deserve these
conplinments. | was totally pathetic
t oni ght.

Charles smles and places his hand on Nino's conpletely
def eat ed head.

CHARLES
Don't |look like that. Sonmetines it
happens to face defeats. Besides,

|"msure you'll do better next
tine.
NI NO
(Hol di ng back tears)
Thank you, master. | promse ||
do better next tine.
CREPI N
(Mocki ng)

You' re congratulating him? You're
congratulating himfor that ?
Unbel i evabl e.

Crépin and Max enter the frane.

CREPI N
You can say you got lucky this
time, but don't worry, it won't
last. I'lIl wn that final sooner or
| at er.
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CHARLES
It's not ny fault that the gods are
on ny side. | can't help it. It's
my luck or your m sfortune.
(Beat, to N no)
Conme on, Nino, let's go hone.

MAX
(To N no)
So, no nore big tal k now.

NI NO
Prf |

Charles and Nino exit the frame, while the press gathers
around Crépin and Max.

BACK TO THE STUDI O

LI SANDRO SATI LM S
Here is the decision nmade by the
federation nenbers. So, ABDESSAMAD,
what can you say about this race ?

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
| can say that Max nade a great
i npression today. He denonstrated
the difference between himand the
ot her | ower-class greyhounds,
especially Bella and Nino. There's
a lot of work for these greyhounds,
especially Nino, if he wants to
conpete with Max, because he
literally crushed himtonight.

LI SANDRO SATI LM S
Wel | said, Abdessamad. And | think
that's what we all noticed tonight.
| f he doesn't double his efforts,
Max will win the final very easily.
(Beat)
This was Lisandro Satilm s on your
screens. The race is postponed to
t he second week due to a technical
failure at the SAND CYNODROME.

| NT. LIVING ROOM / ALEXANDER S HOUSE
THE CAMERA PULLS BACK TO SHOW LI SANDRO ON A TV SCREEN
LI SANDRO SATI LM S
(Cont'd, on TV)
| hope many of you will conme. Wth
that, |adies and gentl enmen, good
eveni ng.

Al exander turns off the TV.
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EXT. STREET / SUNSET

BEAUCE
It's not over yet. He still has a
chance to win this final

MALT
Yes, but there's a lot to do in
that case. Did you see the gap
bet ween hi mand Max ?

Rl TCH
| don't think he will do it. He
nmust be denoralized right now

BEAUCE
Yes, that's true. After all, he got
hit hard today.
(Beat, an idea occurs to him
In that case, let's go cheer him

up.
CUT TO :

I NT. CHARLES S HOUSE / NI GHT.

Charles and his nother are at the table, and Nno is |lying
next to them totally dejected. The atnosphere is tense.

M RETTE
Charl es, eat sonet hing.

CHARLES
"' mnot hungry, Mom

Mrette | ooks at himas he | eaves the table.
| NT. CYNODROVE / DAY

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
It's really tight. The two
greyhounds are side by side, it's
br eat ht aki ng.

ON THE TRACK :
Ni no and Max are racing, and Max wins by a hair.
LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
And in the end, it's Max who w ns
narrow y over Ni no.
Charl es coll apses on the ground, tears in his eyes.
CHARLES
This can't be happening. Wy ? Wy
does it have to end like this ?

He hears nocki ng voi ces behind him
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CREPI N
| told you to give up, but you
didn't listen. You were playing
tough. Did you really think you
could beat ne with that stray dog ?
(Beat)
No ! But you can't be serious.

LEON
This is what happens when you pl ay
chanpi on.

CREPI N

| won the final and shattered your

stupid dream just like | told you

' mthe chanpi on of France, and you
are nothing, just a broke kid.

LEON
You shoul d have given up, like I
advi sed you, Crépin. Look at
everyone | aughing at you right now.

Charles lifts his head and realizes the entire Cynodrone is
nocki ng him

CHARLES
No, stop, stop

The nockery intensifies, and he covers his ears with his
hands.

CHARLES
Stop, stop, stop !!!

I NT. CHARLES' S ROOM / NI GHT

He wakes up abruptly fromhis bed, it was a ni ghtmare.
Mrette wakes up.

M RETTE
What's wong, ny bunny ? A

ni ghtmare ?
Go back to sleep, Momis here.

He |lies back down. N no beside himhasn't closed an eye.
| NT. HOUSE / DAY
KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK !

M RETTE
Just a nmonent, |'mcomng !

KNOCK, KNOCK. She goes to open the door and finds Basile at
t he door.

BASI LE
Hel | o, madam
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M RETTE
How many tinmes have | told you not
to call nme madam ?

BASI LE
Sorry. Is Charles here ?

M RETTE
Yes, but he's not in great shape.
He hasn't left his bed since
yesterday. Cone in, I'll tell him
you're here. He m ght cone down.

BASI LE
kay.

| NT. CHARLES S ROOM
Mrette enters the room and Charles has his back to her.
M RETTE

Basile is here to see you, ny dear.
Conme on, cone down.

CHARLES
No, | don't want to see anyone.
M RETTE
But it's Basile.
CHARLES
| don't want to talk to him Let
hi m go.
M RETTE
But it's... |
CHARLES

| want to be al one, Mm

M RETTE
Ckay, but you're com ng down to eat
sonet hi ng afterward, understood ?

Wthout a word, she exits and joins Basile in the living
room

I NT. LI'VING ROOM

BASI LE
| s he com ng down ?

M RETTE
No, he still doesn't want to cone
down.

BASI LE

Let me go talk to him Mybe he'l
listen to ne.
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I NT. CHARLES'S ROOM

Basil e enters the room

BASI LE
How are you doing, little brother ?
No response.
BASI LE

You know, Charl es...
CUT TO :
| NT. LI VI NG ROOM

Basile arrives in the living room He and Mrette exchange a
gl ance before Basile shakes his head to say no.

I NT. CHARLES' S ROOM / NI GHT

M RETTE
Come on, ny dear, let's eat.

CHARLES
I"mnot really hungry, Mm

M RETTE
But it's been a long tinme since
you' ve eaten anything. Cone on,
let's eat.

CHARLES
No t hanks, Mom |[|'m not hungry.

EXT. GARDEN / DAY

Charles sits dejectedly under a tree in the garden. N no,
not far away, sees Malt and gestures to him N no joins him

MALT
What are you doing lying there ?
Don't you have better things to do
?

Rl TCH
You have a race in a few days, and
you' re not even training.

BEAUCE
| knew this defeat woul d shake you
a bit, but not this much.

MALT
How | ong has it been since you
trained ?

NI NO

| don't renenber.



ON THE OTHER SI DE
Mrette joins Charles under the tree.

M RETTE
What are you doi ng, ny dear ?
(Pausi ng)
You can't just stay here |like this.
| know you're di sappointed right
now, but you have to get up and
nove forward. It's not over yet,
and Nino needs you right now Do
you really think that by noping
around every day, you can win this
final ?

BACK TO NI NO

MALT
You think lying down like this wll
hel p you beat Max ?

BEAUCE
| f you ask ne, he conpletely
crushed you on that track. You were
just a hair's breadth away from
| osing that dreamyou've held on to
so tightly. This technical failure
gi ves you a chance, and what are
you doing ?

Rl TCH
If I were in your place, |1'd be
novi ng heaven and earth, training
i ke crazy to conpete and even
surpass Max in the next race.

BACK TO CHARLES

CHARLES
But did you see the gap between us
? Max is way too strong for N no.
He won't be able to beat him |
m ght as well not show up for the
next race.

M RETTE
Have you even tried ?

Charles | ooks at Mrette.

M RETTE
(Cont' d)
Sonetinmes, defeat is just a step
towards victory. You have to have
faith in Nino and yourself.

126.
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BACK TO NI NO

MALT
|'ve known you to be nore tenacious
than this. You're not going to tel
me you're going to let this little
def eat take you down.

BEAUCE
Enough playing around. It's really
time to get to work and go win us
t hat chanpi onshi p.

BACK TO CHARLES

M RETTE
It's in these nonents that we
recogni ze the strong, those who
wi n, those who rise up after a
great defeat, and the weak, those
who stay down after a |loss. So, are
you a Wi nner or a |loser ? (Pausing)
If you want to win this final, get
up and do what it takes to w n.

Charl es stands up and hugs his nom
CHARLES

Thank you, nmom | don't know what |
woul d have done wi thout you.

BACK TO NI NO

NI NO
Thank you, guys, you're the best.

MALT
It's always free for a friend.

Suddenly enlightened, N no renenbers Al exander's |ast words.
ALEXANDER (V. Q.)
Come back to me when you feel it's
the right tine.

Ni no rushes over to Charl es.

NI NO
(As he | eaves)
Thanks a lot, guys, |I'll repay you
soneday.
MALT
VWhat's gotten into himall of a
sudden ?
RI TCH

No i dea.



BEAUCE
(Wat ching himl eave)
| hope he'll be up to the task.

Nino arrives by Charles' side.

NI NO
WOUAF | WOUAF !

CHARLES
What's wong, Nino ?

Nino pulls on his |eg.

CHARLES
What's wong ?

M RETTE
He wants you to follow him Mybe
he has sonething to show you

NI NO
WOUAF | WOUAF !

CHARLES
Alright, 1'mcom ng

He rushes to grab his bi ke and foll ows N no.

feeling pleased, nakes a call.

M RETTE
(On the phone)
Hel |l o, Kevin ?

KEVIN (V. Q)
Yes, hello Mrette, did it work ?

M RETTE
(On the phone)
Yes, thank you so nuch for your
advi ce, Kevin. (Pausing)

| repeated word for word everything

you told nme, and it worked.

Basil e enters the franme.

BASI LE
Hel | o, nom
M RETTE
(On the phone)
kay, I'Il call you back I|ater,

have conpany. Thank you so nuch.

KEVI N
(On the phone)
No problem Always free for
col | eagues.

Mrette,

128.
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She hangs up.

BASI LE
Is he still inside ?
M RETTE
No, not anynore.
BASI LE
Oh really !I' But where is he ?
M RETTE
You just mssed him
BASI LE
Didn't he tell you where he was
going ?
M RETTE
No, he followed N no.
BASI LE
Ni no ?
M RETTE
Yes | Cone on, |I'Il cook sonething
for you.
BASI LE
kay.

He heads towards the house.

CUT TO :

EXT. SOVEWHERE FAR FROM THE CI TY / AFTERNOON

Charles and Nino arrive in front of Al exander's house.

CHARLES

s this where you wanted us to cone
?

NI NO
WOUAF | WOUAF !

CHARLES
Conme on. W have better things to
do than waste our time here. He
won't hel p us.

He noves ahead, but N no stays in place.

NI NO
WOUAF | WOUAF !
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CHARLES
Come on, Nino. | don't know what's
gotten into you, but let ne rem nd
you that he clearly told us he
won't help us. If you want to stay,
stay. |I'm | eaving.

He takes a few steps, Nino barks before Al exander's door
opens.

ALEXANDER
| was starting to get inpatient.
(Pausi ng, rubbing N no' s head)
How are you, buddy ? You were

great.
NI NO
Thank you, sir.
CHARLES
Al exander, finally... | nean, M.
Al ex. ..
ALEXANDER

(Interrupting him
| thought you weren't com ng back
Come on, let's get down to

busi ness.
CHARLES
How ? You want to train Nino ?
ALEXANDER
You' ve proven yourself. | think
it'"s tinme to give you a little

boost. (Beating)
Come on, let's start. W' ve wasted
enough time |ike this.

Al three of them enter Al exander's house.
CUT TO :
| NT. CYNODROVE / DAY

A cheering crowd fills the cynodrome, with banners and fl ags
in bright colors.

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
The cynodrome is packed to the
brim Everyone is here--nmen, wonen,
children--all conme to witness this
final.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
The cynodrome is packed to the
brim Everyone is here--nmen, wonen,
children--all conme to witness this
final.



131.
VARI QUS SHOTS OF THE CYNODROME.
W DE SHOT :

The stands arranged in a semcircle around the tracks,
filled wth enthusiastic spectators.

CLOSE SHOT :

Sand-carved arches adorned with notifs of greyhounds in full
sprint.

OVERALL SHOT :

The el egant architecture rem ni scent of ancient
anphitheaters, offering a stunning view of the track

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
The stands, arranged in a
semcircle around the tracks, offer
an unobstructed view of the races.
Its architecture recalls the
el egance of ancient anphitheaters,
w th sand-carved arches and col ums
adorned with notifs depicting
greyhounds in full sprint.
(Beati ng)
This cynodronme truly deserves its
nane, the Sand

TI TLE CARD : SAND CYNODROVE
ON OUR ANNOUNCERS

ADI XI A MAELYS
Hel | o, | adies and gentl enen.
Thrilled to see so many of you for
this final, follow ng the accident
at the Nol wenn cynodrone.

A presentation of the last nmeters run by Max, |leading up to
t he explosion of the lure's engine, in an insert.

ADI XI A MAELYS

(Cont' d)
Max literally crushed N no, show ng
t he huge gap between them He was
ahead of the scene, but this
techni cal failure happened at the
| ast nmonent, stealing this easy
victory fromhimand giving Nino a
chance to catch up. (Beating)
But the question is, wll N no
seize this opportunity ?

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
O course not. Gven the huge skil
gap between the two, there's no way
he'll do it.
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LI SANDRO SATI LM S
Don't tal k nonsense, Abdel hafi d.
Even t hough he was beaten in the
| ast race, he can make up for it in
this one. And don't forget he has
proven hinself so far.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
Even if he's proven hinself, he
won't be able to beat Max. We're
t al ki ng about a rookie against a
prof essi onal here, and not just any

professional, it's Max, the denon
of the tracks. Be a little
realistic.

A photo of Al exander and Charles training Nino appears in an
i nsert.

LI SANDRO SATI LM S
| know, but there's new
i nformation, apparently, people
have spotted Al exander, the forner
king of the tracks, assisting
little Charles with Nino's
traini ng.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
Al exander, you nean Al exander
Swift, the one who hasn't been seen
for years ?

LI SANDRO SATI LM S
Exactly ! That's the one !
(Beati ng)
He's even here today.

CAMERA ON

ALEXANDER SW FT, confortably seated in one of the best spots
in the cynodrone.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
This is going to conplicate things.
But Max renmins the best of the
t wo.

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q.)
Vell, we'll find out right away.

ON THE TRACK :

Charles and Crépin bring in their greyhounds and cl ose the
starting box.

CREPI N
So, you finally showed up. Wasn't
the beating you took |ast tine

( MORE)
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CREPI N (cont'd)
enough ? You like humliation,

don't you ?

CHARLES
Today is a new day.

CREPI N
Don't tel

me you think your stray

dog has a chance agai nst Max.

The lure starts noving and takes the | ead.

CHARLES
VWhat
sil ence ?

if we watch the race in

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q)

And here we go,

The starting boxes open,
onto the sandy track.

it's starting.

rel easi ng the greyhounds who sprint

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
It's the start of this second race,
pitting Max agai nst N no.

The crowd grows | oud,

ON THE TRACK :

cheering for their favorites.

The paws of the greyhounds dig into the sand with inpressive

preci sion.
track. They're in a frantic race,

Their eyes are fixed on the wi nding path of the

| eaving a cloud of dust

behi nd. The cheers of the crowd blend with the sound of the

greyhounds' f oot st eps,

CREPI N

creating an electric atnosphere.

It seems your little dog is holding

on,
won't | ast | ong.

Max starts to pull ahead of N no,

far behi nd.

but don't get too excited. It

but Nino isn't falling too

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q)

And there you have it,
taking the | ead,
It was obvi ous.

Max is
j ust as expect ed.

CREPI N
Ah ! What did | tell you ?
(Beating, to Max)
Yes, crush him Max, crush him!

Charl es stays focused,

sayi ng not hi ng.
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ON THE TRACK :

The graceful strides of the greyhounds propel them forward,
their elegant silhouettes clearly defined against the sandy
background. The barks m x with the noise of the crowd,
creating a thrilling anbi ance.

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
Max, |eads the dance, but Nino is
giving himno respite ! Wat a
rivalry, what intensity, what
determ nati on

A tight turn is ahead.

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q.)
W' re approaching the final turn,
the tightest bend of the track.

Max navigates it with agility, closely followed by N no.
Their bodies lean into the curve, but they don't slow down,
determ ned to reach the finish line. The caneras capture
every novenent of the greyhounds, docunenting the intensity
of the race fromall angles.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q.)
Ww ! Look at them negotiate that
turn. Perfect mastery of their
trajectory ! These greyhounds are
si nply exceptional .

The finish line is in sight, but Max is still in the |ead.

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q)
The finish line is just ahead, and
it's Max pulling the strings of
this race. But N no, just behind
him is not giving up.

CREPI N
It's in the bag. (Beating, to
Charl es)
This time, no technical failure is
going to save your face. Ah !

CHARLES
(To hinsel f)
Conme on, Nino, this is the nonent.

Suddenly, tinme seens to freeze on the track. N no gl ances
toward the stands. He sees Al exander smling at him Mrette
giving hima thunbs-up, Bella, nodding her head, his three
stray friends smling at himtoo ; and finally, Charles
noddi ng before dashing off at full speed. Tine resunes its
normal course, and Nino stretches his strides.

| NT. COMVENTATOR STUDI O

Li sandro stands up in one swift notion.
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LI SANDRO SATI LM S
(Ast oni shed)
What' s happeni ng ?

ON THE TRACK :

Ni no accel erates, his paws poundi ng the sand with renewed
energy. He quickly closes the gap on Max.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD (V. Q)
Nino is speeding up ! They are now
neck and neck. Who will cross the
finish line first ?

CREPI N
( Shocked)
What ?! How is that possible ?

LI SANDRO SATILM S (V. Q)
What an extraordi nary coneback from
Nino ! He's matching stride for
stride, it's truly inpressive.

ON THE TRACK :

Ni no pulls ahead of Max. In a final sprint, he crosses the
finish line ahead of Max, stopping in a cloud of dust.
Wtnessing his incredible performance, the crowd erupts in
cheers, celebrating the grandeur of this epic race.

ADI XI A MAELYS (V. Q)
And it's NNno who wins ! Nino takes
this final against Max, the denon
of the tracks. A whole new era is
opening for him

CREPI N
(I'n shock)
No... howis this possible ? How
could | lose this race ? It was in

ny favor !
I N THE STANDS :

Charles bursts wth joy as he runs through the greyhound
track before breaking down in tears, overwhelned with
enot i on.

MALT
(Exci t ed)
He did it ! Nino did it, Beauce !
Rl TCH
He succeeded, he is the chanpion of
France.
BEAUCE

| knew he would make it.
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Borne smles discreetly before stepping away. Bella rushes
toward N no.

ON THE TRACK :
Ni no and Max exchange a | ong | ook.

MAX
Congratul ations. | never thought
you coul d beat ne.

NI NO
(Catching his breath)
No, | should thank you. It's
because of you that | was able to
sur pass nysel f.

BELLA
Congratul ations, Nno ! | knew you
could beat him and you did !

NI NO
Thank you, and it's all thanks to

you.
Charl es comes running to enbrace Nino, tears in his eyes.
CHARLES
(Hugging himtightly)
Thank you so nuch, N no thank you

Crépin arrives with tears in his eyes.

CHARLES

So, what were you saying ?
CREPI N

You, |'mnot done with you yet.

It's not over.

(Turning to Max)

And you, don't follow ne, okay ? I
don't hang out with | osers.

He exits the franme, |eaving Charles and the dogs exchangi ng
a know ng gl ance. The crowd remains | oud.

CUT TO :
I NT. CENTER OF THE GREYHOUND TRACK / ELEVATED PODI UM

Charles, Nino, Basile, Mrette, and Al exander are on the
podi um proud and radi ant.

PRESI DENT OF THE FEDERATI ON
It is with imense pride that |
present you with this nmedal. It
synbol i zes your bravery and the
determ nati on you have shown
t hr oughout this conpetition.
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The president places the nmedal around Charles's neck, then
crowns Nino with a laurel weath.

PRESI DENT OF THE FEDERATI ON
And it is with great pleasure that
| present you with this trophy for
t he chanpi on of France in greyhound
raci ng.

He hands the trophy to Charles, who lifts it in joy. N no
| ooks up at the sky and recalls the crowning of GOLD E
DRAVE, whi ch he had watched on TV.

NI NO
(Wth determ nation)
Get ready, I"'mcomng. | wll

realize ny dream

The fam |y surrounds Charles and N no, sharing this nonent
of glory with their |oyal conpanion. The crowd continues to
appl aud, recognizing the greatness of this victory. Caneras
capture every nonent of this unforgettable tine.

RETURN TO OUR ANNOUNCERS
| NT. COMVENTATOR STUDI O

LI SANDRO SATI LM S
VWho woul d have believed it ? It was
truly amazing !

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
This race offered us a spectacl e of
rare intensity. Their determ nation
and agility captivated the crowd at
t he greyhound track and viewers
wor | dwi de.

ADI XI A MAELYS
Ni no finishes this conpetition with
the title of chanpi on of France.
Hs journey to the podi um has been
mar ked by unwavering determ nation
He fully deserves this gold nedal

LI SANDRO SATI LM S
W thout a doubt, Adixia. N no
showed remar kabl e grace and power.
This victory will remain etched in
menory as a nonent of pure canine
el egance.

ADI XI A MAELYS
And that concl udes this nenorable
day for greyhound racing. Thank you
to all our viewers for joining us
for this incredi ble adventure. W
| ook forward to bringing you nore

( MORE)
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ADI XI A MAELYS (cont' d)
thrilling nonents in the world of
cani ne sports.

ABDELHAFI D ABDESSAMAD
Exactly, Adixia. Stay tuned for
nore exciting nonents and
exceptional performances. In the
meantinme, that's all for today. See
you soon !

CUT TO :
EXT. I N FRONT OF CHARLES S HOUSE / DAY
TI TLE CARD : ONE MONTH LATER
Vehicles are parked in front of Charles's house.
| NT. CHARLES S HOUSE

Everyone is present : Charles, Nino, Basile, Al exander,
Mrette, and inpeccably dressed nmen in suits.

THE MAN IN SU T #1
As | was saying, we have cone in
person to give you this invitation
to the grand tournanent of the best
greyhounds from each country, to
el ect the new KING OF THE TRACKS

He hands a card to Charl es.

CHARLES
Thank you.

THE MAN IN SU T #2
| hope you will accept and
represent France in this grand
t our nanment .

Charl es and the others exchange gl ances and all nod. Charles
turns to Mrette, who takes a nonment before agreeing.

CHARLES
(To the nen)
Alright, it's settled. | wll be
happy to represent France at this
t our nanment .

THE MAN IN SU T #1
Well, we are done. Thank you for
agreeing to participate.
Congratul ati ons on your victory.

Charl es and our chanpion, N no, stand tall and follow the
men in suits. Charles and Ni no sinultaneously.
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CHARLES AND NI NO
(Turning to the canera)
Get ready, we're com ng. The next
to be crowned KI NG OF THE TRACKS
will be us.
CUT TO :
Charl es and N no's words.
THE END.

TO BE CONTI NUED.
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