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FADE | N:

EXT. EASTERN MONTANA - THE GREAT PLAINS - DAY

AN ARI AL SHOT

Bl ue mountains rise like an island in a yellow sea... And
then the Montana | andscape falls away fromthe prairies,
di sintegrating into sandstone ridges.

And there is the Mssouri River with it’s crystal clear
water, cutting through the long Pine Trees.

This is a scene fromthe late 19th century, where Man and
Nature were still one.

And in the distance rides a HORSEMAN

HAWKEYE is an INDIAN in his late thirties, wears a yell ow
headband and a Calico shirt.

EXT. A CATHEDRAL OF MATURE FOREST - DAY

Wth fast, |ight noves, Hawkeye di smounts and slips through
young trees, rifle in hand.

HAWKEYE' S POV

About thirty feet away, through the gun sight... A large
brown object is noving slowy.

A SHOT IS FI RED

It’s a LARGE ELK that |eaps at the nonent of inpact.

EXT. FOLI AGE - DAY

HAVWKEYE approaches the fallen El k, ready to fire another
round but suddenly... Sonething very |large plows ahead
t hrough the foliage.

The trees are shaking and we get a glinpse of that
somet hing. .. VERY LARGE ANTLERS, about twenty feet away
com ng right at Hawkeye.

He turns and starts to shoot. The novenent stops for
seconds... And then continues... Cick, click, his rifleis
enpty and no tinme to reload. He turns and starts to run.



EXT. FOREST - DAY

Hawkeye is running fast through the foliage, not |ooking
behi nd.

The ROAR OF THE RIVER in the near distance echoes through.

He slows a bit, |ooks behind, finds nothing but keeps running
anyway.

Breat hl ess, he leans on a tree, |ooks around again in al
directions but all he sees is FOREST.

He quickly reloads his rifle and starts to clinb a snal
cliff behind, reaches the top and finds a small water stream
that ends in a puddle. He lies down to catch his breath.

Monments | ater he | eans over the water and dips his head in...
And as he takes his head out he notices sonething in the
reflection of the water.

AN ELK' S HEAD.

Antlers, so large they extend beyond the puddl e.

Hawkeye freezes as the Beast breaths down his neck. He then
turns quickly trying to reach for his weapon.

EXT. HI LLSIDE - DAY

A horrible scream .. Then seconds |ater, Hawkeye cones flying

down a thirty foot cliff and into the bushes near the river
bank.

EXT. THE M SSOURI RIVER - SAME TI ME
A canoe drifts slowy down stream two MEN are on board.

One of them seens to have heard Hawkeye’'s scream He scans
t he woods and the nountai ns beyond.

JIMJOHNSON is in his md 50°s, long gray hair and beard. He
wears a raccoon hat.

H s buckskin shirt is tied at the waist with a belt holding a
TOVAHAVWK. This man is a true hunter. A true frontiersmn
hacked right out of the w | derness.

H's son, NATHAN is 17, long blond hair. Dressed exactly like
his father... And tries to be like himin every aspect.



As father and son paddle slowy down stream

JIM
(l'istening intensely)
Did you hear sonething?

NATHAN
No, father... What is it?

JI'M
I could swear | heard a man
scream ng out there sonewhere.
H s sharp eyes scans the woods as he listens carefully.

JIM
Maybe it was a bird or sonething.

Nathan tries to act like his father. He carel essly scans
around.

NATHAN
| don’t see anything, except for
t he nountains... what are they

cal l ed, father?

JIM
(points at a high cliff)
Those pale formations there are the
VWite diffs... You |ll have to
clinmb up there one of those days,
son. A true hunter nust know how to
clinb.

NATHAN
(smling)
I didn’t know | should break ny
neck before | becone a true hunter.
But if you want ne to, I'd do it, |
think | coul d.

JI'M
Sure you coul d.

NATHAN
Have you? Fat her?

JIM
Not in a mllion years.

They | ook at each other and | augh.

Nat han then points at yellow sh trees along the river bank.



NATHAN
VWhat about those trees?

JI'M
Those are cottonwood trees. There
were nmany nore of ‘em sonme years
ago but were cut down for steam
boat fuel. Cottonwoods are the best
shade trees in the west.

NATHAN
That’ s not good to be cuttin’ trees
like that, right father?

JIM
Wl |, there are sone good things
and bad things out there. Cutting
up those trees for sure was NOT a
good thing, many aninmals |eft
because of that, and we m ght never
see them agai n.

NATHAN
This is really bad.
JIM
It sure is... You know, | never

really cared for the steam boats.
Rai | roads sounds nuch better to

nme... They take you everywhere.
NATHAN
Not me, trains scare the hell out
of me... They're too big and too
noi sy.
JI'M
Thi ngs change, son, and we have to
get used to that... You never know,

sonmeday they m ght make trains that
could fly Iike birds.

They both | ook at each other and laugh at this silly idea.

Jimscans around and finds a couple of big rocks in the water
near the river bank. He points at them

JIM (cont’ d)
Bet you we' Il find sonme big sal non
near those rocks... Lets take it

up.
They start paddling towards the river bank.



EXT. THE RI VER BANK - DAY

They | and the canoe and junp out. Nathan carries a pair of
long fishing rods. He sits on the rocky shore and starts
hooki ng the baits.

Ji munl oads a couple of rifles.

JI'M
Nat han, you go ahead, I’'Il just go
take a look around... 1'I1l |eave
your rifle here.
NATHAN
(smling)
Bet you I’'ll have nme three or four

sal non by the tine you come back

JI'M
Sounds good. Your nother would | ove
you for that.

He pl aces one of the rifles near the canoe as he clinbs a
smal |l cliff which |eads to the woods.

Nat han wal ks about ten feet in the river then clinb one of
the snooth rocks. He swings both rods into the water, then
sits and waits.

EXT. FOREST - LATER

Jimclinbs another small hillside then wal ks through a
foliage. It seens peaceful out here... The green forest...
The rolling yellowgreen hills beyond... And then the Wite
Aiff Muwuntains as they stand high with a ring of some dark
cl ouds near the top.

Somet hi ng OR soneone is com ng from behind the trees.
JIM DRAWS H' S RI FLE

Two HORSEMEN energe. They are the DAVI S BROTHERS, FRANK and
DAN. They are in their late thirties... A couple of cowboys.

JIM
Hey fol ks, hows it goin ?

DAN
Hello Jim how s the catch today?



JI'M
| don’t know yet, Danny... Nathan
is dowmn there. W had a late start
this norning, how about you boys?

FRANK
We gotta a couple of rabbits,
al nost no aninmals out there, so
strange. Last night we ran into
some nen, out by that old steam
boat | anding up the river. They
t oo, conpl ai ned.

JI'M
Ya | know... Seens it’s gonna be
one of those long winters this
year. Lots of boiled wheat.

The nmen | augh.

FRANK
I just can't see JI M JOHNSON eating
boi | ed wheat, not in any season.

H s brother Dan approves.

DAN
I’d have to see it to believe it.

Anot her | augh.

DAN (cont’d)
Anyway, how s Kathrine, Jim..
Still makin those fanmous apple
pi es?

JI'M
Oh yes, as good as al ways. You boys
better come and bring the famly
over one of these days.

FRANK
We sure will, Jim.. You take care
now and god bl ess ya.

They rein their horses, disappearing quickly under a cliff.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Leaves crack under Jinms feet as he crosses over a snal
stream.. H s eyes scans the forest.



Soft wind blows. It carries with it a certain scent. Jim

stops dead... He knows this snell.
He is suddenly alert as he | ooks around trying to pinpoint
t he source of the snell, then;

JIM

OH GOD... NATHAN

Jimcocks his rifle as he blasts his way back to the river.

EXT. THE RI VER BANK - SAME Tl ME

One of the rods shakes. Nathan is excited. He pulls it out
quickly, it resists. He pulls harder as he gets up on his
feet... It’s com ng out now.

A trees leaf is hooked... Nathan shakes his head.

He then hears sonething behind him turns quickly.

A small Gizzly Bear cub stands few feet behind himin the
wat er, confused, trying to figure out whether Nathan is a
friend or foe... It’s about five feet away.

Nat han is al so confused. Looks |i ke he had never been that
close to a wild ani mal before.

NATHAN
Hel | o.

The small cub lets out a soft roar as it tries to stand up on
it’s back feet, but |osses balance in the water and falls on
it’'s back.

Nat han | aughs.

But suddenly a real, |oud roar sounds, comng fromthe right
side of Nathan. It’s the GRI ZZLY BEAR MOTHER .. Big, strong,
and seens to have already decided Nathan is a foe.

It roars loud as it approaches the water slowy, quickly
joined by it’s cub.

Nat han’ s heart seens to have stopped. He stares notionl ess at
the large animal as it stands |l ess than ten feet away from
him H s eyes noves slowy toward the rifle.

But he knows he stands no chance.



JIM (O S.)
(al nost whi speri ng)
Son, stay where you are, don’'t nake
a nove.

Jimis on the left side, standing about twenty feet away...
Rifle in hand and pointed at the Gizzly.

THIS I'S A STANDOFF

The Bear pays no attention to Jimat first, and takes another
step toward Nat han

Nat han is barely keeping his bal ance on the snooth rock as
hi s body shivers fromfear.

JIM
Son... If you stood still she'll go
away. Don’t worry, just relax.

NATHAN
I... | can't father.

His voice is shivering as well... And the Gizzly is becom ng
nore aggressi ve now.

Jimrealizes the danger his son is in.
HE SCREAM LQOUD;

JI'M
HEY! ... HEY LOCK AT ME!

The Gizzly now shifts it’'s attention to Jim It shoots a
glare at himas it roars loud and takes few steps in his
direction, then stands high on it’s back feet, reaching
alnost fifteen feet of height.

It | ooks enornous, nmajestic... And damm scary as it sounds
anot her deafening roar.

Jimtakes few steps back, cocks his rifle.
JIM (cont’ d)
NATHAN GET OQUT OF THE WATER .. Run
for the woods... NOW
Nat han hesit ates.

JI'M
€0



NATHAN
Fat her, shoot it... I’mnot going
anywher e.

Jimis about to pull the trigger when the Bear suddenly cal ns
down. It wants to end the standoff as it senses no real
danger. It turns slowmy and wal ks toward it’s cub

JIM
Nat han, walk to nme... Very slowy.

Nat han is notionless for a second, then slowy |lowers his
shivering foot into the water, takes few steps toward his
father, then makes a run for it.

The Gizzly sinmply wal ks toward the woods, followed by it’s
cub.

JIM
Hurry, son, lets go.

Ji mand Nat han push off their canoe back in the water and
paddl e away. Nathan is still in shock.

NATHAN
Father, | was very scared.

JI'M
That’s OK. | was scared too.

NATHAN
Thank god you canme back in tinme. |
didn’t know what to do, ny brain
st opped.

JI'M
You were suppose to run into the
woods when | told you to, Nathan...
You MUST listen to ne.

NATHAN
Sorry, | do listen to you. But |
just couldn’t |eave you al one.

JI'M
Nat han, | been alone in these woods
many tinmes in ny life. I know how
to handl e situations like this. But
you, son... You're still young, you

have alot to learn, and if you do
as | say you'll learn alot faster.
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NATHAN

I’msorry again, father. | prom se

"1l listen to every word you say.
JI'M

That’ s good.

A |l ong pause, then;

NATHAN

Father... How were you when you

were nmy age? You never really talk
much about your younger days.

For sone reason, Jimdoesn't |like this question.

JI'M
I was |ike anybody el se. Forget the
past and lets think of today.

NATHAN
| just...

Ji m suddenly holds out his hand, turns and | ooks at the river
bank.

JIM
Did you hear sonething?

NATHAN
Agai n? What is it?

Jimstarts paddling towards the river bank.

JIM

I know | heard sonet hi ng.
NATHAN

But what if the Gizzly came back?
JIM

| don't care. | have to know what’s

up there.

EXT. FOLI AGE - DAY

Jimjunps out of the canoe in a hurry, points to his son to
stay behind. Hs rifle is drawn. Nathan is surprised with his
father’s action.

Now we can hear a soft noan com ng fromthe bushes. Jimis
alert. He noves slowy through the foliage.
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His hunter’s skills are all at work now. He pinpoints where
the sound is comng from and carefully noves forward, pushes
some | ong | eaves aside and. ..

SPOTS HAVKEYE.

Hawkeye i s al nbst unconscious, barely breathing. H s | ower
wai st is covered wi th bl ood.

JIM
Oh Jesus! Nathan, cone, hurry.

Nat han runs to help. Jimtries to Iift Hawkeye when Nat han
suddenly stops and screans, pointing upward;

NATHAN
DAD! WATCH OUT!

JI M LOOKS UP
A large rock is comng down at them Jimpulls hinmself and

Hawkeye away seconds before inpact as the rock slans hard
right on the spot where they were.

JIM
Sonething is not right! \Wat the
hell is going on here?

NATHAN
Father, | could swear soneone

pushed that rock down.

JIM
This is very strange... Anyway, we
need to get this poor man out of

here NOW
They carry Hawkeye into the canoe. Jimgets back to the
foliage and scans the area, finds nothing and hurries back to
t he canoe.

EXT. H LLTOP - DAY

About a hundred feet away fromthis high point, the canoe is
crossing a bend in the river.

Soneone OR sonething is follow ng the path of the canoe
t hrough the heavily canopied forest.

It stops as the canoe conmes to a stop on the other side of
the river bank.
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EXT. THE RI VER BANK

Ji mand Nat han carry Hawkeye off the boat and into the
bushes.

JI'M
Son, go get the nule, hurry.

Nat han runs off quickly as Jiml|eans over Hawkeye.

JIM
Hey old friend, can you hear ne?
What happened to you? Talk to ne
HAVKEYE.

For sone reason Jimis extremely worried. He wal ks back to
the river bank, his eyes scans |ike a Hawk.

Hawkeye is npaning softly. H's body is shaking. Jimtakes off
his shirt and covers himwth it.

JI'M
Hang on ol d buddy, you re safe now.

Nat han cones back, pulling the rein of a large nule. They
carry Hawkeye and place himon top of it.

INT. JIMS CABIN - EVEN NG

KATHRINE, Jims wife, is kneading bread, she is 40. Long
bl ond bony-tale, pretty green eyes.

The cabin has two primtive roons, waxed paper w ndows, |og
wal | s.

The place is lit with kerosene |l anterns. A heavy iron pot
sits on a tibbet.

A dog barks sounds in the distance. Kathrine is alert.

EXT. JIMS CABIN - EVEN NG

Ji m & Nat han approaches the cabin. They appear warily.
Hawkeye is laid face down on the nule. Kathrine opens the
door and runs to greet them notices Hawkeye.

KATHRI NE
(huggi ng Jim
I thought nmy nmen went fishing, not
hunti ng I ndi ans!
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NATHAN
(getting his share of
hugs)
Vll, we tried to get sonme fish
t oo, nmom

INT. JIMS CABIN - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Kat hri ne makes sure Hawkeye is OK, he’'s in bed, stil
unconsci ous, bandages on his forehead and | ower wai st. She
cl oses the door gently as she | eaves the room

INT. JIMS CABIN - N GAT

Jimlights & snokes a clay pipe, seens lost in his thoughts.
Nat han sits across from himwhile Kathrine prepares dinner.

She Iifts the heavy iron pot off the tibbet. Nathan goes to
hel p her but she shrugs his hand off and carries it herself
to the table, they all gather around.

There’ s pan-baked bread. The pot has yellow cornneal in a
kind of stew. Everyone waits.

JIM
Thank you lord for rewardin’ us
with your Dbl essings. Anmen.

As they start to eat;
NATHAN
Father who is this man... And what
happened to hin?

Jimtakes a | ong pause before he answers.

JIM
H s nane is Hawkeye... An old
friend. 1’mnot sure what happened

to him H s wounds are not from
Bear claws. Soneone hurt that man
and pushed ‘em down the cliff.
Looks |i ke he'd been stabbed, not
with a knife, sonething al ot
thicker, nore |like a horn.

Jimscratches his chin as he closes his eyes, as if to shake
a bad thought off his head.



JIM
But I'"msurprised, this man is a

well trained hunter... Wuld take a
very large animal to bring ‘em
down.

KATHRI NE

You nean an Elk did this to hin
Jimtakes a | ong, deep breath before he answers.

JIM
Maybe. Everything is possible

KATHRI NE
El ks don’t kill people... do they?

JI'M
No. But | heard stories fromold
hunt ers about El ks, over grown

bulls... Antlers, so big could take
a Gizzly down. Cone near their
cows they turn to Beasts... Could
be that.

NATHAN

Are there any animals |ike that out
in the woods now? Father?

Anot her deep, long breath fromJim
JIM

| don’t know about now, but | know
there used to be.

NATHAN
You seen ‘enf?
JIM
(abruptly)
KATHRI NE

Maybe Hawkeye cane across a jeal ous
young bull, and the bull hit "em

Jimfakes a snle.

JI'M
Maybe.



Ji m nods,

KATHRI NE
(smling)
Just like nen. Right Jinf

smling
NATHAN
What are you tal ki ng about, nonf?
KATHRI NE
(1aughi ng )

Your father alnost shot a nman once
because he came up to ne and told
me how pretty | am

JI'M
(w nks at Nat han)
That was ten years ago dear.

Bot h nmen | augh. .

Jim | aughs. He snatches her and seat her on his |ap..

KATHRI NE
(angry) |
X you two big hunters, tine for
bed. .. GOODNI GHT.

to change the subject.

JI'M
You were... And still the nost
beautiful girl that ever lived in
MONTANA.

KATHRI NE
My god Jim those were the exact
words you said to me al nost twenty
years ago, renenber?

JIM
O course | do, honey.

NATHAN
X not her, lets hear the story.

KATHRI NE
Your father was the nbst handsone
Fur Trader in Garfield County.
Grls giggled when they saw him He
used to pass through town once a
week, along with the ranchers...
For nonths he never m ssed a week.

15.

As if



KATHRI NE( cont ' d)

|’d pass by himand he’d smle at
ne.

She runs her fingers through Jinms hair.

KATHRI NE
This woul d take me through the
whol e week and 1’'d come back for
nore the next week. And oneday he

stopped comng. | felt the world
had stopped. Wek after week 1’'d go
down and wait... And wait. He

woul dn’t show. Then | becane si ck,
sick in ny heart. People don't
believe it when |I tell them but in
those days | lived with half a
heart... And that handsone Fur
Trader had the other half.

NATHAN
Wiy did you stop com ng, Dad?

16.

Jimtakes a long tine, and a |long sigh before he answers.

JI'M

In those days | sold Fur in the
trade post up in Fort Peck, and
whatever’s left 1'd bring down to
Garfield and sell it there. Oneday

.. On ny way down there, ny horse
sllpped on sonet hing and we both
fell, 1 broke my leg. That's why |
stopped com ng.

NATHAN
And t hen what happened?

Kat hri ne picks up the conversation

KATHRI NE
It was the first day of spring,
after a long winter. | heard a
knock on ny door... It was your

dad, ny heart skipped a beat when |
saw him | didn’t know what to say.
Then | said: why did you conme? He
said | canme for you, | want to
build a home with you. | said: why
me? Wiy did you pick ne? He said:
because you’' re the nost beauti f ul
girl that ever lived in MONTANA. .
And that was it, we were never
apart since. Then your father

pi cked this spot.
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KATHRI NE( cont ' d)

| still remenber asking him why
here Jin? Wiy not in Garfield?
Don’t you like people?

Jimis smling and shaki ng his head.

KATHRI NE
He said: | |ike people, but I like
themon nmy own terns... So we cane

here, and the Indians cane and

hel ped us build this hone... And
that was it. Nine nonths to the day
your father knocked on ny door, |
was hol ding you in ny arnmns.

Nat han is very inpressed with the story. H s eyes glow as he
| ooks at his father.

NATHAN
That was a very lovely story,
not her .

KATHRI NE
I’ m sure oneday you’ll have a story
of your own to tell, about a pretty
little young girl who stole your
heart.

Jim& Kathrine | ook at each other and smle as if they know
his secret. Nathan is enbarrassed.

NATHAN
Ya, who knows.

Nat han gets up, kisses both of them and wal ks to his room

Kathrine is still sitting on Jims lap, holding his arns.
KATHRI NE
Twenty years, and you still |ove
me. Who woul da t hought .
JI'M
You' ve given a fool like nme twenty
years of your life... how can | not

| ove you for that?
She | eans her head on his chest. Eyes cl osed.
KATHRI NE

But now I’ m ol der, not as
attractive, not as pretty.



A pause.

She j ust

JI'M
Oh Kathrine, how!l wsh | was that
gentle, romantic type of a nman,
just so | can explain to you how
much you nmean to ny life.

KATHRI NE
(flirting)
Just tell me you | ove ne.

JIM
I love you... | love you

KATHRI NE
And tell nme you' re not going out to
t he woods t onorrow.

JI'M
Way not ?

KATHRI NE
Jim |I’mKkinda worried about you
two. W still don’t know what

happened to this man, and so far it
doesn’t | ook good. Stay hone
t onorrow, please.

JI'M

(ki ssing her gently)
Don’t worry honey, it'Il be
alright. 1’ve been huntin’ al
l[ife. It’s Iike honme out there. And
I really wanna know what happened
to Hawkeye. | don’t want others to
get hurt.

remenber ed sonet hi ng.

KATHRI NE
Wait a mnute, you can’'t go
anywhere tonmorrow. It’s Nathan's
bi rt hday, Carl and Nadine are
com ng over

JIM
Jesus, | forgot all about that.
KATHRI NE
And you know how Nat han |likes to
spend time with Nadine... So you're

NOT goi ng anywher e.

18.
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They hear a cough inside.
JIM

Let ne go check on him
| NT. THE BEDROOM - NI GHT

Jimwal ks in. Hawkeye lies in bed, his eyes are open. Jim
pulls a chair and sits besides the bed.

These two nen seemto know each other very well. They know
sonet hing that others don't... They whisper as they talk.
JIM

How you feelin now?.
Hawkeye struggles to speak. He is in alot of pain.

HAVKEYE
ALI VE... Thanks to you... As
al ways.

Jimseens to be a different man now. H s eyes does nost of
t he tal ki ng.

JI'M
VWhat was it?

Jimseens |ike he knows the answer but he just wants to see
it in Hawkeye's eyes... And he does as Hawkeye stares at
him.. Then nods.

HAVWKEYE
Jim.. Maybe they were right after
all... HE IS BACK
JI'M
Are you sure... Have you seen it?
HAVWKEYE
Yes... | have.

Jimrests his head between his palns for seconds then gets
up.

JI'M
Get sonme sleep, you need it.

Jimturns to | eave.
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HAVKEYE
That was a good story you told..
about your horse slipping. |I heard

you.
Jimwal ks to the door, he answers wi thout | ooking.

JI'M
| mpressive wasn't it..

HAVKEYE
Jim.. Don't go out there... Those
woods are not the sane. YOU are not
t he sane.

Jimis standing by the door, not |ooking at Hawkeye. He
pauses for a second then | eaves.
I NT. THE LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHAT

Jimputs a smle on his face as he sits at the table next to
Kat hri ne.

KATHRI NE
I's he OK?
JI'M
Yes... Yes he’ll be fine, just

needs to rest.

KATHRI NE
Did he tell you what happened to
hi n?
JI'M
NO .. No he couldn't talk.
KATHRI NE
Jim you seem worri ed.
JI'M
Do | ?
KATHRI NE
Yes you do... is anything wong?

He wraps his arm around her shoul der as he pulls her closer.

JIM
No, honey, everything is OK .. W
just had a | ong day.
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She | ooks in his eyes, he smles.

KATHRI NE
So... Wat about tonorrow?

JIM
(nods)
That’s fine. 1'll play host
t onor r ow.

KATHRI NE
(flirting)
Tonor r ow?

She runs her fingers through his Iong, white hair.
KATHRI NE
So nmy hunter doesn’t wanna play
t oni ght ?
They ki ss.

JIM
(whi spering)
What do you have in m nd?

KATHRI NE
(whi spering)
Al'l kinds of ganes.
He carries her and heads to the bedroom

KATHRI NE
Oh no, Jim wait, put ne down.

He puts her down.

JI'M
What is it, honey?

KATHRI NE
We forgot about your Indian friend,
he’s in the bedroom.. W can’t do

anyt hi ng.

JI'M
Nah, he’s unconsci ous, can't hear
anyt hi ng.

He carries her again and wal ks inside the bedroom closing
t he door behind with his foot. She pretends to resist.
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KATHRI NE (O S.)

(9iggling)
Oh no, Jimyou' re nmad. You're
crazy.

EXT. QUTSIDE JIM S CABIN - THROUGH TREE LEAVES - N GHT

It’s drizzling. Rain drops punishes a shaky leaf in a steady
rhythm then forns hundreds of tiny silver and blue streans
of water...

SUDDENLY THE LEAVES ARE SPLI T APART.

INT. JIMS CABIN - N GAT

Everyone is asleep. Jimlies on his back, arns around
Kat hri ne. A dog barks in the distance, others pick it up.

EXT. JIMS CABIN - N GHT

The door opens, Jimwal ks out slowmy, rifle in hand, a
kerosene lantern in the other. He | ooks around, sees nothing,
takes few steps forward then wal ks around the house.

There is a wooden encl osure standi ng about ten feet in height
and five feet wide, |ooks |like sone kind of a storage. Jim
wal ks up to it, his hand reaches slowy for the door handl e,
turns it carefully...

... The door cranks as Jimopens it in a very slow notion. He
| ooks i nside.

Suddenly sonet hi ng BURSTS out, right in Jims face... It’s a
CHI CKEN, scaring him and us, to death.

I TS NOT OVER YET.
CAMVERA | S POV

It’s approaching him fast, it’s behind himnow He suddenly
turns fast, ready to shoot...

I TS KATHRI NE

KATHRI NE
Jim what’s wong?
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JI'M
Not hi ng... Nothing, | thought I
heard sonething... Lets go back

inside, it's cold.

He | eads her back into the house and stands outside the door
for a second, eyes darting the place. He knows there was
sonmeone OR sonet hing out there.

He wal ks in and shuts the door, we hear the | ock.

EXT. THE RI VER BANK - DAWN

The rain had stopped, leaving all but tiny drops of water
hangi ng on the cottonwood | eaves, like tiny crystal
chandel i ers.

The small Gizzly cub chases a fish in the water. It junps
fromside to side trying to catch the slippery sal non.

The cub suddenly stops and | ooks at us, backs up slowy and
heads out of the water.

It’s sensing danger... It suddenly turns and starts to run.
It’s being chased. CAMERA IS POV... and closing in fast on
t he cub.

Suddenly, it’s nother, the large browmm Gizzly Bear we saw
earlier shows up, rocketing through the trees, roaring.

It passes us with lightning speed, clearly heading for
battl e.

It’s still kind of dark, we don’t see clearly but we get a
glinpse of the TWDO LARGE ANI MALS COLLI DING, the Elk and the
Gizzly Bear.

EXT. THE Rl VER BANK - DAWN

The horrified eyes of the young cub and the roaring sound
behind us tells us this fight is for life or death...

Suddenly everything stops, seconds of deadly silence. Then
t he not her Bear passes through..

... Al bloodied, dragging itself away fromthe scene,
followed by it’s cub, slowy disappearing in the woods.
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EXT. JIMS CABIN - MORNI NG

Jims cabin sits on a snall farm built between the banks of
the river and the rolling green hills.

This is a good, fertile land. The field | ooks perfectly
tended, ripe with barley and wheat.

The | og-wood house is perfectly maintai ned, hacked out of the
wi | derness. It has a small front porch.

Jimplows the field as Nathan | eads the plownule. It’s hard
work. They stop to catch their breath as soft w nd bl ows.

Somet hi ng catches their attention.

A MAN negotiates a single-horse carriage through the dirt
road | eading up to Jimis cabin. Seated next to himis a
beauti ful young WOVAN

They are CARL and hi s daughter NADI NE.

Carl is in his late forties, thick, black noustache and
bear d.

Nadi ne is 16, pretty blue eyes on an innocent baby face.
Long, straight, black hair down to her m d back.

They are greeted warmy by Jimas Kathrine runs out the door
to neet them

The carriage cones to a stop. Nathan |lingers behind, his eyes
all over Nadine. They exchange smiles as he w pes the sweat
and dust from his forehead.

INT. JIMS CABIN - LATER

The place is buzzing. There is talk and | aughter. Jim and
Carl sit at the large dinner table tal king. Kathrine and
Nadi ne hustle back and forth bringing plates to the table,
giggling fromtine to tine.

Nat han wal ks in fromthe front door.

CARL
(smling)
Look at Nathan, he's getting bigger
and bigger every time | see him
What have you been feeding him
Kat h?
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They | augh. His nother gives hima big hug which enbarrasses
hi m

KATHRI NE
He comes from a good stock...

JIM
(i nterrupting)
On his father’'s side, of
cour se.

Anot her | augh.

JIM
Well, Carl, you been doin a good
job on Nadine, too. She's prettier
t han ever.

KATHRI NE
Oh yes.

Thi s enbarrasses Nadine. Her face is all red as she | owers
her eyes to the floor.

KATHRI NE
Looks just like her...

Kat hrine stops, they all do. There is along silence now.

What ever she was going to say had brought a deep, sad | ook on
everyone’'s eyes. Carl breaks the silence. H's voice is

shi veri ng.

CARL
Anne woul d’' ve loved this... God |
m ss her so much.

Nadi ne gently hugs her father, a tear runs down her cheek.

NADI NE
We all mss nom father.
CARL
| can’t believe it’'s been nearly a

year.

A warm nonent between Carl and his daughter. Only to be
br oken by Nat han.

NATHAN
Nadi ne... Do you wanna go for a
ri de?
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NADI NE
Sur e.

She | eads the way out the door as she w pes her tears.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Dan & Frank ride along trees and thick bushes. They cross a
dirt road and start up a hillside that |eads into the woods.

Frank is | eading the way. He sees sonething, tries to point
it to Dan, but Dan is far behind.

Suddenly the Elk pop it’s head through the trees, | ooking
down at Frank. Standing on the higher ground, it |ooks |arge
and maj estic... And scary.

Frank’ s horse staggers and | oses bal ance for a second. The
horse tries to find tracing with it’s hind-feet but slips on
t he sl oppy sandstone. Dan arrives.

DAN
FRANK, JUMP! Leave the horse.

Frank, caught off bal ance, throws hinself to the side as his
horse starts to slide quickly backwards down the incline.

Dan, directly behind frank’s horse, tries to turn his horse
to avoid being hit by the errant, falling animal, but it’s
too late... They both get bull dozed.

Bot h horses careen down the sandy slope. Dan’s | eg hel plessly
tangled in the stirrup. He is dragged, his head bouncing on
t he ground.

They slide all the way back to the dirt road they started
from Frank’s horse was able to find it’s legs. It stands up
and heads slowy into the bushes.

Dan and his horse lie on the ground, notionless.

FRANK
DAN' . .. DAN

Frank slides down the incline quickly to help his fallen
brot her, but he stops when he hears |oud thunbs com ng from
the other side of the road... Sounds |ike sonething VERY
LARGE AND VERY FAST.

I TS THE ELK
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It blasts through the bushes with such power and speed, even
t he ground shakes.

We still can’t get a very clear view of this Beast as it
BLASTS it’'s way through the bushes.

Suddenly it Slanms it’s large, powerful antlers into Frank's
horse, sending it flying few feet off the ground and | andi ng
hard on the dirt road with blood spattering in al
directions...

.. As the assault on the hel pless horse continues, Frank is
extrenely frightened and shocked. He quickly turns and starts
up the hill.

EXT. NEAR THE RI VER BANK - DAY

Nat han and Nadine ride in an easy pacing, tal king and
| aughing all the tine.

Nadi ne is an elegant rider, quite self assured for a 16 year
old. They ride down along a stand of hickories to the river.
They stop the horses and the conversations to listen to the
sound of the water.

Nat han di snounts then hel ps Nadine of f her horse. They start
to wal k. ..

NADI NE
. So you had a big browm Gizzly
Bear attack you?

NATHAN
(proud)
Yes. That’'s right.

She smiles as she shakes her head in disbelief.

NADI NE
So what did you exactly do?
NATHAN
Well... | just stared at her, right

in the eye, she just turned and
wal ked away.

He | ooks in her eyes as he smles to see her reaction.

NADI NE
Aha, | see, so instead of eating
you she was charnmed by you. How
romantic, Nathan
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NATHAN
Yup. You can say that.

NADI NE
So that’s what you do with the
| adi es? Charmthem with your eyes
so they'd fall for you?

NATHAN
No, | only do it with |ady
Gizzlies.
They | augh.

He slowly reaches for her hand and holds it gently.

NATHAN
Nadi ne, there’s only one pretty
girl that I like to charm

NADI NE

Wll, there are lots of pretty
girls in town.

He stops and turns her gently to face him

NATHAN
But nmy heart chooses only one.

NADI NE
And who coul d that one be?

He is looking right into her pretty blue eyes.
NATHAN
The nost beautiful girl that ever
[ived in MONTANA... You.

Now she is really charned.

NADI NE
(whi spering)
Nat han, that is so sweet of you to

say that.
She takes a step forward, closer to him closes her eyes and
waits for a kiss. He tries, but he’s too shy. His |lips stop
| ess then an inch away from hers.

She notices and tries to save himfromthe enbarrassment.
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NADI NE
So you' d pick ne over the |ady
Gizzly... | really appreciate that

m st er Nat han.
She gets a smle out of him

NATHAN
Anytime m ss Nadi ne.

NADI NE
I think we should go back now
bef ore your lady friend conmes back
| ooki ng for you.

NATHAN
XK, lets go.

They nount the horses and ride off.

INT. JIMS CABIN - N GAT

A match flaring. A small candle cones to life. It’s nounted
in a fresh-baked apple pie. Nathan blows it off as he gets a
hug and a HAPPY BI RTHDAY NATHAN from everyone.

KATHRI NE
Nat han, did you nmake a w sh?

He gl ances quickly at Nadi ne. Kathrine notices as Nadine's
eyes drop to the floor.

NATHAN
Yes not her, | have.

They sit at the table, Jimand Carl on one side, Nathan on
the other side, while Kathrine and Nadi ne serve the pie, pour
cof fee and exchange whi spers and gi ggl es. Nadi ne teases

Nat han wi t h occasional smles.

Jimlights his clay pipe.

CARL
How s Hawkeye doin’ now, Jinf

JIM
Still very weak. He talked alittle
bit this norning then went back to

sl eep.

Nat han enters the conversation



NATHAN
W think a Gant Elk struck ‘em

Carl is surprised.

Ji m nods.

It’s very clear Jimdoes not agree with Carl...

anyway.

CARL
You think so too, Jin? A Gant Elk
struck 'enf

JI'M
That’'s what it | ooks |ike.

CARL
There’s no such thing. It’s a nyth.
|’ ve heard sone stories nyself..
But I nean, we |lived here for nmany,
many years... How cone we didn't
see it?

NATHAN
So what do you think happened to
Hawkeye, m ster Carl?

CARL
I don’t know son, maybe fell on a
thick branch or sonethin’... But an

El k, larger than a horse and
carries antlers nore than ten feet

wide like they used to say. | find
that hard to believe.
(to Jim
They did say ten feet... right?
Ji n®?
KATHRI NE

I think we should take this very
seriously. This poor man is hurt
bad. What if there really WAS a
Beast out there hurting people?

CARL

Oh cone on. You are nmaking a big
deal out of nothing. W are
hunters... W know what's out
there. It’s only a bunch of
Gizzlies and sone Muntain

Li ons... and we know how to dea
with those, don't we, Jim..

30.

But he nods
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JI'M
Anyhow, we are hunters, and that
forest is our bread ‘n butter.
What ever goes on out there should
concern all of us... That's why I
t hi nk we should go take a | ook
around, right Nathan?

NATHAN
Yes father...

Nat han Iiked this. H's father just made himan inportant part
of an inportant hunt, and Nadine was right there to hear it.
He adjusts his posture and sits up straight as he sees a gl ow
in her eyes.

NATHAN
V. ..

But his nother takes this glory nonent right out of his hand
as she interrupts;

KATHRI NE
Jim1 think you should call up
ot her nmen from town.

Nat han tries again...

NATHAN
Vell, nother...

Anot her blow from Carl .

CARL
Kathrine’ s right, Jim although
I’msure there’s no nonsters out
there... But if you need help I’ m
r eady.

Nat han i s desperate now.

NATHAN
I think...
But it’s his father’s turn now to deliver the final blowto
his integrity... Jiminterrupts;
JI'M
No. . .

Nadi ne rolls her eyes and shakes her head as she picks up
sone dishes off the table and wal ks by Nat han, teasing him
with a smle.
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JI'M
This will not be necessary.
We're just gonna go take a | ook
around and get this thing over with
innotine... Isn't that so,
Nat han?

Nat han takes no chances this tine. He | ooks around as al
eyes | ook at him

JI'M
Nat han?

NATHAN
Oh YES... Yes, father that’s right.

Carl gets up, getting ready to | eave.

CARL
Wl |, ladies and gentlenen, it was
a pl easure as al ways.

G ves Kat hrine a warm hug.

CARL
Thank you, Kathrine, you still make
the best apple pie in the world. |
coul d never have enough of it, but
W better get goin now.

KATHRI NE
You are nore than wel cone, Carl,
t hank YQU for com ng.

Shakes Jinis & Nathan's hands.

CARL
And good luck to you boys tonorrow.

JIM
Thank you, Carl.

Nadi ne gets a big hug fromKathrine. She lingers as Jim&
kat hri ne wal k her father out the door. She wal ks up to Nat han
and ki sses himgently on the cheek.

NADI NE
Thank you for the nice ride today,
I loved it.

NATHAN

It was you who nmade it |ovely.
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She smi | es.

NADI NE
You ARE going to take care of
yoursel f tonmorrow, right mster

char nmer?
NATHAN
Only if you want me to.
CARL (O S.)
Cone on Nadine, |lets go, honey.
NADI NE
| do.
NATHAN
Then | will.

They hol d eyes until she’s out the door.

EXT. JIMS CABIN - NEXT MORNI NG

Jimis packed and ready with his hunting gear, wearing his
raccoon hat as he |leans forward. Noticing sonething on the
ground, he traces it to the back of the house.

It’s the shape of hooves, still enbedded on the nuddy ground.
He wal ks to his horse. Nathan is al so packed and ready. He's

intercepted by his nother as he wal ks to his horse, gets a
war m hug from her

KATHRI NE

Nat han, you be careful son, please.
NATHAN

| sure will, nother.
KATHRI NE

(as she hugs Jim
Take care of himplease, Jimy...
And you be careful, too.

JI'M
Don’t worry, honey, we’'ll be
alright.

KATHRI NE

And please don't try to be a hero.
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JI'M
| won't.

They nount their horse and ride off.

KATHRI NE
(1 oud)
You boys don’'t be late.

They ride through the open plains towards the forest.
Kat hri ne wal ks back slowy to the house.

INT. JIMS CABIN - BEDROOM - DAY

Hawkeye lies in bed. H's eyes are open as Kathrine walks in
with fresh bandages.

HAVKEYE
Tell himto cone back. | told him
not to go. The Beast will hurt
them hurt them bad.

KATHRI NE
Who will?
HAVKEYE
The ELK... He's evil. | sawit in
his eyes, | sawit... He wants
revenge... He wants bl ood.
KATHRI NE

Hawkeye why are you tal king |ike
that? It’s just an animal. Don’t
scare ne pl ease.

HAVWKEYE
Now | believe it, | believe the
stories ny grandfathers told ne.

KATHRI NE
VWhat stories?

Hawkeye takes a | ong pause as he collects hinself.

KATHRI NE
Hawkeye, what stories? Wat are you
t al ki ng about ?

HAVKEYE
Long time ago, many, nmany years
before the white nan..



HAVWKEYE( cont ' d)

This was buffal o country, the beef
of the Plains Indians as they woul d
call us. Beef was the main source
of food, not wheat or corn. Meat.
All we did is hunt. Not herd as the
cowboys did in the |ater years..
Only hunt, not only buffalo. But
we al so hunted the El k. There was
some very big ones in those days,
they called themthe G ant Elks...
They were bigger than horses and
had antlers nore than ten feet
wide... Can kill a man in one
stroke. ..

Kathrine is listening intensely.

Hawkeye pauses. He is still in alot of pain..
KATHRI NE
Are you OK?

He nods as

FLASH BACK

HAVKEYE
... The wise nen in the tribe
ordered the hunters not to Kil
t hose big ones... They said if we
kill them their spirits will
forever roamthe forest. It wll
climb the hills, and cross the
rivers until it gets it’s revenge.
But sone of the young hunters never
i stened. They wanted those big
antlers as trophies, as a sign of
manhood. So they hunted them down.
One after the other. This went on
for years and years until there was
only very few left. And oneday,
some twenty years ago, they killed
t he bi ggest one of them the
bi ggest bull ever. The | eader. The
only Gant Elk left alive.

he conti nues. ..

HAVWKEYE
It was a young hunter who killed
him A white man. A ruthless young
man, but he was the best hunter
ever. ..

35.
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CAMERA | S POV as it wal ks the forest... Passes trees and
makes a sharp turn to the left then clinbs dowm a cliff...
FAST BREATHI NG i s heard and there is a glinpse of a TOVAHAVK

HAVKEYE (V. Q.)
... The best to ever roamthe | and.
He didn't do it for the trophy, he
did it for the noney. Men fromthe
Fort hired hi m because that Bul
killed many of their nmen and
hor ses.

A CONABOY on a horseback being anbushed by a G ant Elk

The horse staggers as it sees G ant Antlers rocketing through
the bushes... Coming right at it.... The attack is
spectacul ar, and the nonent of inpact is horrifying as the
horse gets knocked off it's feet and goes flying down a
hillside... Taking the scream ng cowboy with it.

END OF FLASHBACK

Kathrine is sitting silent... Paying full attention to every
words he is saying.
HAVKEYE
So they hired himto kill the
Bull... They knew of him everyone

knew of him they knew it woul d
take a MAN like this, to kill a
BEAST |ike that... And he did. It
was a vicious battle, between

ANI MAL and MAN... A battle only

t hat young man can conme out of it
as a winner... And he did.

FLASH BACK

Bushes split open and A YOUNG HAVWKEYE cones to view. A | ong
knife in his hand as he listens carefully.

The whi sper of wind is joined by another sound and mi xes with
it... A D stant rustling.

Hawkeye follows the sound as it gets closer and | ouder.

Suddenly Hawkeye splits sone bushes open to find hinself
wi t nessing A VI Cl QUS BATTLE.

A tall, nuscled young man... W can only see his |ong bl ond
hair as he faces the Gant El k... A Tomahawk in one hand and
a long Knife in the other.
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The man charges the Elk as it rises on it’s back feet, then
swings it’s large antlers at him.. But he dives and charges
again, delivering a spectacular blow with his tomahawk at the
El k’ s neck.

Hawkeye' s eyes go wi de as he watches the young man delivering
a blow after blow at the Elk’s body. .

END OF FLASH BACK

HAVKEYE
Peopl e say after that day, that
hunter went into a | ong secl usion.
Hs Iife was never the sane after
t hat, no one knows why..

A |l ong pause, then;

HAVKEYE
. But now the spirit of the Beast
is BACK, just |like the wise nen
said... HE IS BACK TO KI LL.

Hawkeye tries to get up but he is unable to.

KATHRI NE
Kill who? Hawkeye?

Hawkeye hesitates and | ooks away as he answers;

HAVKEYE
Kill the hunter who killed him

Kathrine is really frightened now and angry.
KATHRI NE
Hawkeye this is very scary... WHY
DIDN T YOU TELL TH'S TO MY HUSBAND?
Hawkeye speaks softly, as if whispering;

HAVKEYE
Your husband knows.

This sends chills down Kathrine s spine. She shrugs as she
speaks;

KATHRI NE
My husband knows what ?

Hawkeye ignores her as he tries to get up.
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HAVWKEYE
I have to go after them

KATHRI NE
I f ny husband knew there was a real
Beast out there, he wouldn't go, he
woul dn’t put his or his son's life
i n danger. ..

She wi pes a tear.

KATHRI NE (cont’ d)

It’s all ny fault. | shouldn't |et
t hem go.

HAVKEYE
He wouldn't listen to you even if
you tried.

KATHRI NE
Way not ?

HAVKEYE

Because he is doing it to protect
you. He wanted to keep the Beast
away fromhis hone and famly. ..
That’s why he went to hi minstead.

Kat hrine is shivering.

KATHRI NE
And VHY woul d the Beast cone to us?

HAVKEYE

Because that ruthless young hunter
| told you about is YOUR HUSBAND

FLASH BACK

The G ant Elk is down, blood covers it’s body. The young
hunter is kneeing above it, he then slowy gets up... And
turns to | ook at us.

ITSJIM

A twenty years younger, vicious |ooking, bloody faced Jim
stares at us...

END OF FLASHBACK

This throws kathrine conpletely off... Her body shivers as
she shrugs the words.
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VWHAT?

HAVWKEYE
I was awake when you told your
story last night, when you said he
was gone for that nonth... Your
husband never fell off his horse,
he was too good of a rider... He
lied... He was in the woods chasi ng
that G ant El k.

Kathrine is in shock and di sbelief.

KATHRI NE
This is inpossible, how can you be
SO sure?

HAVKEYE
Because | was there with him Your
husband taught me how to becone a
hunter . .

He stops to catch his breath

He stops t

HAVWKEYE

Back in those days he bought his
fur fromus, and sold it up in the
Fort. That’s how we becane friends.
Your husband was a different man

t hen, young, ruthless, didn't know
how to use his head. But he was
strong and respected... And feared.
The wise nen told himnot to go
after that Bull, they told him
about the dangers, they told him

this will cone back and haunt hi m
oneday. But he | aughed at them and
called themold fools. But | |iked

hi m because he had the heart of a
Bear, he had no fear in him |
wanted to be so nuch |ike him
That’s why | went al ong on that
damm hunting trip..

o take a breath.

HAVWKEYE
Your husband still don’t know
what’ s out there, kathrine... But
he didn’t want to take any chances,
that’ s why he went.
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Kathrine is shaking. Her face covered with tears, unable to
tal k as she bursts out of the room

EXT. FOREST - DAY
Jimand Nathan ride off through the forest. The sun finds

it’s way through the long trees, casting warnth and
tranquility for Man and Ani mal ali ke.

NATHAN
What happened | ast ni ght dad?
JI'M
He was there. The El k.
NATHAN
(shrugs)
That’ s i npossi bl e.
JI'M
No it’s not. He knows who we are
and where we are... He’s probably

wat chi ng us now.

NATHAN
But why is he after us? Is it
because we saved Hawkeye?

Jimtakes a | ong pause before he answers.

JI'M
Who knows, son... Who knows.

Jimspots sonmething in the bushes about a hundred feet away,
a medi um si ze Deer, grazing. He points it to Nathan.

They di smount qui ckly. Jimgestures a split. Each take a
different direction heading for their target.

JIM (cont’ d)
(whi spering)

Renenber son, never aim straight at
a target... Stay close.

Nat han nods as his eyes dart the grazing brown target.

Jimslips through the bushes, rifle in hand and ready. He is
cl osing the distance on the deer.

HE SUDDENLY STOPS.
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Shoul dering his rifle, he cocks the |Iock, elevates the rifle
about half an inch and shifts it left, off target.

A | eaf cracks under his foot. The deer is alert. It freezes
for a second then slips quickly through the bushes.

JIM
Damm!
EXT. FOREST - DAY

Nat han | oses sight of the target as it disappears in the
bushes... He foll ows.

H s eyes scans;

Thick brown trees furnishes the forest floor. It’s shadows
crisscross, illum nating the brown sandstone with [ ong gray
lines.

LEAVES CRACK.

He follows... Then spots the Deer as the deer spots him They
both freeze. Nathan slowy lifts his rifle, cocks it, ains.

The deer makes no nove.

Nat han’s finger is on the trigger... It’s pulling slowy as
the pretty brown eyes of the deer stares.

He stops, lowers the rifle. A surprised ook in his eyes as
the Deer | eaps and di sappears quickly in the forest.

JIM (O S.)
Wiy didn’t you shoot it?
Jimconmes from behind, still holding his rifle.
NATHAN
| couldn’t... | would shoot it if

it was running away, but not |ike
this. This is too hard... Sorry.

Jimpats himon the back as they wal k away.

JIM
That’s OK, son... It takes tine.
You' d need to put feelings aside,
and think of it as food.
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NATHAN
I just never realized food had such
pretty eyes.

JI'M
Vll, 1've heard of a good recipe
for those things, too.

They bot h | augh.

Suddenly, a novenent behind sonme trees, scares Nathan to
death thinking it was the ELK... 1t’s JACK

Jack is 60. A grizzled, black-toothed MOUNTAIN MAN. He wears
a sheepskin jacket and a cowboy hat. A flint nusket in hand
and has a thick rope wapped around his shoul der.

JACK
How the hell is old Jimy? Any |uck
yet?

JI'M
Not while you' re around Jack. You
SCARE t he damm ani mal s of f.

JACK
(1 aughs | oud)
Only the ones that don’'t make a
good steak, of which we have plenty
of tonight... And you boys are
wel come to join nme for dinner.

JI'M
Sounds good.

EXT. FOREST - N GHT

The stars cone out and |lit the forest. A small canp fire. A
smal | animal roasts on a stick. The three nmen are eyeing it
with hungry eyes. Jim & Jack are wal ki ng down nmenory | ane;

JI'M
... One year we got snowed in for
two nonths... Al we had was boil ed
wheat . . .
| still remenber the first day the
sun came out after that. Kathrine
said it was god s eye | ooki ng down
at us. Those were rough days, on
Man and on Ani mal .
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Jack slowy cuts pieces of meat with a I arge knife and hands
it to them then cuts a large one for hinself. W hear the
wood cracking as it burns slowy.

NATHAN
So, Jack, what about the Elk story
you said you' |l tell us about?
JACK
Ch, that... Well, in the fall,

during mating season like it is
now, this forest is a dangerous
pl ace. ..

He takes a small bite fromhis steak

JACK

Aad hunters tell many
stories...
Many years ago | sold sheepskin on
t he upper river at the tradi ng post
at Fort Benton... It was Autumm.
Hunters there told ne about a man
who was killed by a G ant ELK
Here’s how the story goes;
They said the man was riding a
| arge bl ack horse, could really
go... An Elk, female, was running
on the next ridge over. He shot and
killed it... He then dropped down
fast and rode up to the other side
of the cliff to get it. It was all
sandstone, aninmals could go al nost
anywhere, the man never heard or
seen anyt hi ng. .

Nat han and Jimare |istening intensely.

JACK
... The first thing he felt is a
| arge, very large bull breathing
down his neck. People claimto have
seen that Elk in the forest,
wandering, with the nan hung over
his antlers for two full days. Sone
say it’s the ghost of a Gant Elk
the I ndians had killed many years
ago. No one knows for sure.

NATHAN
Do you believe this story?

Jack lies down and gets ready to sl eep.
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JACK
| dunno, son. But | seen many
strange things in ny life, nothin’
surprises ne no nore. | wouldn't
worry about it if I were you,
there’ s not hing here except for
Deer and Rabbits... Ch and sone
Gizzlies.

NATHAN
What about Hawkeye then?

JACK
Hawkeye is a crazy fool, don’t
bel i eve anythi ng he says. There are
no G ant Elks in these woods, or
G ant Rabbits, the only big El k I
know of is the one | told you
about, his head s been hung over by
Fort Peck for years and years unti
soneone stole it.

JI'M
They know who took it?

JACK
No they don’t.

NATHAN
What a strange story.

Jack closes his eyes. Jim& Nathan lie down close to each
ot her.

JI'M
Get sonme sleep, son... W have a
| ong day ahead of us tonorrow...
GOCDNI GHT.

NATHAN

GOCDNI GHT f at her.

EXT. FOREST - MORN NG

First light. The norning mst lies |ow over the forest. It’s
qui et .

Nat han opens his eyes slowy, |ooks around, sees no one.
Suddenly there is a sound.

DRY LEAVES CRACKI NG



45.

Nat han finds Jim few feet away behind sonme bushes, rifle is
drawn and pointed where the sound is. He notions to himto
sit still. Nathan is very alert.

Somet hing is noving forward towards them suddenly the bushes
are split apart...

I TS A DEER

It | eaps and quickly disappears into the forest. Jim shakes
hi s head.

JIM
Damm animals... they're either
getting faster or I AMgetting
ol der.

Ji m has ropes w apped around his shoul der.

NATHAN
VWhere’'s Jack?

JI'M
Gone. He wakes up before the flies.
W' || be seeing himagain. He

forgot to take his ropes, |I'msure
he’ Il be back for them
NATHAN

That was a wild story he told us
| ast night, about the ElKk.

JIM
It sure was, son, sure was. |’ve
heard it too actually.

NATHAN
So it did happen!

JI'M
Hunters tell many stories. hard to
tell what’s right and what’s not.
But | know of big G ant El ks. Been
here many years ago, some say even
bef ore man.

NATHAN
So you think one of those G ant
Elks tried to kill Hawkeye?

JI'M
Yes. | think so. Sooner or |ater
We'll find out.
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EXT. H LLTOP - DAY
A breathtaking view of the Mssouri river. Long trees run

al ong the edges, stretching toward green rolling hills
beyond.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

And the hunting trip continues.

A dirt road runs along the edge of the river. Jimruns up to
the crest of a wood hill. Slows. Nathan is alnost twenty feet
away behi nd sone bushes, on the other side of the road.
Rifles are drawn.

On the other side of the wood hill is a path that runs
t hrough a gl en, about thirty feet bel ow

Jim hears sonething, his eyes DART... Absorbing the terrain
bel ow.

Nat han grips his rifle. A frightened ook in his eyes as he
scans the woods.

THERE 1S A DEAD SI LENCE ALL OF A SUDDEN

Nat han takes few steps back and glues hinself to a tree,
still keeping his father in sight.

Jimnotions to himto sit still. There is something in the
air and Jimfeels it. He is on full alert.

SUDDENLY THE ATTACK COMES.

Not from bel ow, but from behi nd.

CLOSE ON Jimis face.

The small trees are shaking behind him.. we see it. He
?gfﬁg}?... Nat han sees the novenment and tries to warn his

Ji m suddenly hears the novenent behind himand turns quickly.

The very large ELK is charging him.. No tine to fire. He
t akes few steps backwar ds.

JI'M
NATHAN RUN!
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And throws hinmself down the cliff, losing his rifle in
t he process.

NATHAN POV

The Elk is about to charge down the cliff after Jim Nathan
points his rifle, hands are shaking...

HE TAKES A SHOT.

EXT. HI LLSIDE - DAY

Jimslides fast down the incline and reaches the bushes, then
runs over a water stream through tress and foliage... Takes
a qui ck | ook behind him.. Nothing.

HE STOPS.

EXT. FOREST - SAME TI ME

Not far behind, Nathan stayed in the sane spot, hiding behind
the tree, fully alert, still holds his rifle... H's heart is
beating fast.

He checks for bullets but finds none. Suddenly Jim s voice
comes from a near distance.

JIM (0. S.)
NATHAN!

Nat han can’t pinpoint his father’s voice.

NATHAN
FATHER! Are you alright!
JIM
Don’t nove, |I'’mcomng to you

Seconds | ater, Nathan hear |eaves cracking few feet away
behind the tree, swings his body away fromthe tree to see
his father.

Instead, HE I S FACE TO FACE WTH THE ELK... Standing | ess
than ten feet away. This ELK is as large as a big horse.
Maj estic. Antlers nore than ten feet wide... And ready to
kill.

EXT. HI LLSIDE - DAY

Jimblasts up the cliff again and reaches the top.
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JIMS POV

Jimis alnost thirty feet away. From hi s advantage point up
on the cliff he sees the STANDOFF..

Nathan is stuck to the tree, shaking as a | eaf as the El k
stands few feet away from himand getting ready to charge.

Jimlets out a loud screamto get the ELK s attention from
his son.

The el k shoots a deadly glare at Jimbut doesn’t nove.

Nat han t akes advantage. He gathers all his strength and | eaps
away fromthe tree into the woods in the opposite direction
of his father.

THE ELK G VES CHASE.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Nat han is running for his Iife through trees and bushes.

Junps high over a fallen tree... Bends to avoid a thick
branch... Leaps over a bush but suddenly runs out of
ground... Feet in the air... He conmes stunbling down a

hillside on the grass bel ow.

And | oses conci ous.

EXT. FOREST - HI LLSI DE

Nat han regai ns conci ous slowy, shakes his head. Everything
is blurry. He hears | eaves cracking behind him H's eyes are
wi de open, frightened.

He turns quickly to find,

JIM.. H's tomahawk is drawn. He | eans quickly over Nathan
while his eyes dart the woods.

JIM

Are you OK?
NATHAN

Yes, | think so. Wiere is he?
JIM

I’ mnot sure, very close | suppose.
We have to get out of here fast.
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JI M cont'd)
We don’t have weapons, and | can’t
find the damm horses. Cone, son
[l carry you

NATHAN
Did you see how large this thing
was ?

JI'M
Yes, | saw.

He hel ps Nathan to his feet.

NATHAN
I'mOK, father, | can wal k.

JI'M
No, you have to run.

They run fast towards the woods and di sappear.

INT. JIMS CABIN - BEDROOM - EVEN NG

Hawkeye is dressed and ready to | eave. Kathrine is sitting at
the table, lost in her thoughts.

KATHRI NE
Where do you go now?
HAVKEYE
Back... Back to the woods where

bel ong.

She wi pes a tear as she tries to collect herself.

KATHRI NE
You are still weak, you nust stay
in bed.

HAVWKEYE

Hawkeye is as strong as a buffalo
ma’ am .. Thanks to you and your
famly.

She bursts crying.

KATHRI NE
But where is ny famly? Were is ny
husband and son? | feel so |ost.

HAVKEYE
Do not worry. Your man is strong.
He has the courage of a Bear.
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HAVWKEYE( cont ' d)
He is doing what he has to do... He
will be back to you soon. Do not
Worry.

KATHRI NE
I AMworried, Hawkeye, | AM ..
know how stubborn ny husband is. He
w Il not be back unless he kills
that animal... OR get killed. This
is so unfair... UNFA R

Hawkeye pats her shoul der gently. He knows how she feels. He
then wal ks slowy to the door.

KATHRI NE
I told themnot to go. | knew
sonet hing was very wwong. | saw it
in the dreamlast night, | saw the

Beast | ooking right at ne fromthe
wi ndow. Hi s eyes had fire and anger
in‘em | was so scared.

HAVKEYE
It was not a dream | saw it too.

Kathrine is stone-faced now, even the tear froze on her
cheek.

KATHRI NE
So everything you said was true..
It 1S evil.

He nods as he wal ks to the door.

HAVKEYE
I wll go now | have unfinished
busi ness out there, too.

Hawkeye | eaves.

EXT. FOREST - EVEN NG

Jim & Nathan are still running hard, over boulders, fallen
trees and water streans. Finally Jimholds up his hand, a
sign to stop.

Bot h exhausted and sweating. They stop next to a thick, |ong
tree.

JIM
(breat hl ess)
W' || stop here for the night, lets
clinmb this tree.
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NATHAN
X f at her.

Jimhelps his son with a strong push and follows himwth
fast nmoves up to a thick branch, high enough fromthe ELK s
| ong antl ers.

They settle down. Jimeases back against the wide girth of
the tree.

JI'M
Wl |, son, you always wanted to
experience the hunter’s life...
Here you are.

NATHAN
(a bit sarcastic)
Yes, father, the hunter's life, not
t he hunt ed.

Jimpats himon the head.

JI'M
It’s OK. You did great. |’ m proud
of you. You will nake a great
hunt er oneday.

NATHAN
Father | was really scared when it
was | ooking at nme, it just stood
there. It’s eyes were |ike human.
It wasn’t just |ooking at me, it
was | ooking right through ne,
reading ny mnd, like, it knew I
was scared to death, and it stood
there, enjoying it.

JI'M
Nat han | feel bad for putting you
t hrough this, | should ve not
br ought you here.
NATHAN
No. Please don't say that. | wanted
to be here.
JI'M
This is different... This is rea

danger. This animal is out for

bl ood, our blood. He waited years
for this nonent... And now it’s
time for payback



NATHAN
Fat her what are you tal ki ng about,
payback for what?

JI'M
Payback for what a young fool did a
long tinme ago, alnobst twenty years
ago.

Nat han | ooks surprised as Jimgazes at the woods beyond.

JI'M
For him it’s time for payback,
it’s his final battle and he picked
the time and place for it, on his
own ternms, his own territory, but
he knows this is nmy ground, too..

He knows ne so well, we have an
ol d, unfinished business to
settle..

Nat han | ooks conf used.

JI'M
... This is an eye for an eye. This
is an old | anguage that both ne and
hi m understand so well... W both
roaned these woods and these
nount ai ns for years.
I"’man old hunter now, old guard.
But he knows | still nake a worthy
foe. That’'s why he picked ne for
his final fight after he waited al
t hese years.

He cl oses his eyes.

JI'M
You know, son, in time, after years
up on these nountains, these
forests... The hunters and the
hunted get to know each other very
wel I, understand each other, al nost
becone old friends. That’'s why it
gets confusing sonmetinmes, who is
the hunter and who is the hunted.

NATHAN
It 1ooks |like WE the hunt ed.

JIM
You t hink so?

52.
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NATHAN
It looks like it... What do you
t hi nk, father?

JI'M
I think we’re only getting started.

Nat han | ooks worri ed as he | eans back on the tree branch.

NATHAN
| don’t think | wanna be old
friends with this Elk... | don't

think it wants it either.

JI'M
That’s OK, son... Lets try to get
some sleep now. | wanna tie you up
to the tree, | don’t want you
fallin down.

Jimtakes off his long belt, lays Nathan on the thick branch
and waps it around his stomach.

He makes a knot instead of using the buckle to tie it. The
buckl e hangs fromthe tree.

NATHAN
(smling)
Mom shoul d see ne now, | always

conpl ai ned about that bed you built
for ne because it’s too hard,
she’ || have a | augh.

Jim | eans back on the branch, closes his eye.

JIM
I mss your Mom
EXT. TREE TOP - N GHT
It’s dark. The m | ky way appears, alnost tactile, as if
soneone had m xed particles of |ight with blue-black paint
and brushed it agai nst the sky.
CLOSE ON THE BUCKLE

It dangles as a misty wind plays with it.

SOMETHI NG | S APPROACHI NG | T.
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LARGE ANTLERS are in view now, trying to HOOXK the buckle.
That’s all we see, everything else is dark... The buckle is
hooked, and is suddenly BEI NG PULLED.

EXT. TREE TOP - N GHT

Nat han is fast asleep. H's body is suddenly jerked fromthe
pul I'ing of the buckle. He wakes up but can’t nove as the belt
ti ghtens around his waist.

He tries to free hinself but can't get a grip on the belt as
his body is being pulled down harder and harder.

The branch itself is about to give way as it’s being pull ed,
we can hear it cracking.

He tries to call Jimbut the words are not comng out. He is
barely breathi ng now

Suddenly the branch breaks and Nathan is starting to fall. He
lets out a loud, horrible scream.. Only to be awaken by a
gentle slap fromhis father..

JIM
Wake up, son! Wake up

NATHAN
Oh god... GOh god what a nightnare.

JI'M

It’s alright, everything is

alright. Go back to sleep, you need

your rest.
They go back to sleep. Nathan cl oses his eyes, he extends his
hand under and reaches for that |oose side of the belt and
waps it around hinsel f...
Anot her CLOSE UP;

ON THE BUCKLE... It’s broken in half.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Shafts of light illum nate notes of dust and turn | eaves
eneral d as the sun breaks through.

EXT. TREE TOP - DAY

Nat han wakes up, Jimstill sl eeping.
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Nat han rel eases hinself fromthe belt and stretches his
nmuscl es and | egs. He hears a sound. About a hundred feet
away, com ng fromthe bushes.

Sonet hi ng or soneone i s noving.
NATHAN IS ON FULL ALERT.

The noving object is now starting to take shape as it draws
closer... THE SHAPE OF A MAN... And this man is DAN DAVI S.

Soft wind plays with Dan’s hair as he stands notionless in
the distance. W are still not getting a very clear view of
himas he stands in the bushes, only his upper body is
show ng.

Nat han recogni zes him

NATHAN
DAN? |Is that you?

Dan takes few steps closer. H's body is noving awkwardly.

Nat han clinbs down qui ckly as Dan noves forward. Nathan takes
few steps as he hears;

JIM(QS.)
NATHAN! Freeze!

Nat han stops, |ooks at his father, confused.

NATHAN
Father, it’s DAN DAVI S.

JI'M
Get back over here.

Nat han senses danger in Jim s voice and qui ckly backs away
toward the tree.

As Dan keeps noving forward, we notice his |ifeless eyes as
hi s body SUDDENLY RI SES.

A GRUESOVE SCENE | S REVEALED

As Dan is BEING LI FTED, we can clearly see the El k’s ANTLERS
THROUGH HI' S BLOODY LOVWER BODY

Dan had been killed by the Elk down by the dirt road and is
bei ng CARRI ED and DI SPLAYED for NATHAN & JI M

Dan’s lifeless body is suddenly yanked fromthe antlers and
thrown on the bushes. The Elk retreats into the foliage.
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Jiml oses control.

JIM
I wll kill you, you son of a
bitch. I will kill you with nmy own
hands.

He junps out of the tree.. H s tomahawk is drawn. A savage
| ook in his eyes. He disappears quickly into the forest,
| eavi ng Nat han behi nd. Shocked and scar ed.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Hundreds of birds sing as shafts of |ight pierce the canopy,
cutting through the hanging noss, falling onto the trees.

Ji m navigates his way through, on full alert, his tomhawk
still drawn.

He sees sonething, stops dead, holding out his tomahawk... No
sound. He then slips through young trees, and stops again.

A SUDDEN MOVEMENT TO HI' S RI GHT.

A very large Gizzly Bear, an adult male, barely ten feet
away, suddenly rises through the foliage. So large it al nost
bl ocks the sun... It roars so |loud sending chills through
Jim s spine.

JI'M
(to hinself)
That was a trick! The son of a
bitch set nme up
The Gizzly shoots Jimwith a glare and suddenly CHARGES H M

Jimknows his tomahawk is a no natch to this Beast, he turns
and runs... And the Bear foll ows.

EXT. FOREST - HI LLSIDE - DAY

Jimis running down a hillside, through trees and bushes. The
Gizzly is faster and is closing on himfast.

Now Jimis within inches of the Bear’s cl aws and about to be
struck, but he suddenly holds on to a tree and sw ngs around
it, seconds before the strike.

Ji m BLASTS his way up a hillside.
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The nove caught the Gizzly by surprise and gave Jiman extra
ten feet of head start.

Up the hill, over a water stream and through trees... Jimis
running for his life, and the relentless Bear is back within
few feet and is ready to strike again...

AND | T STRI KES

The | arge cl aw brushes against Jims shirt, tearing it. Jim
| oses bal ance and is goi ng down.

His eyes get a glinpse of a large falling tree with branches
extendi ng over the forest floor, only few feet away.

HE MAKES A FI NAL DASH
He plunges under it, barely a claw away froma certain death.

The furious Gizzly is in no nood to let this pray go. It
JUWPS over the large tree trying to find an opening.

Jimfeels the weight of the Bear as branches crack around
him but they hold under the VERY HEAVY MONSTER

The Gizzly is furious as it tries another angle. It’'s face
to face nowwith Jim but still can't reach him It lets out
a very loud and angry roar al nost heard throughout the
forest.

The Gizzly takes few steps back, eyeing Jim..

THEN I T WALKS AVWAY

Jimis tired, breathless. Still lies under the tree not
noving a nuscle... Mnents |ater he slowy pushes hinself
out .

Jimis on his feet, hands bl oodi ed, clothes torn. He scans
the forest and the hillside but can't see the Gizzly.
EXT. DI FFERENT PART OF THE FOREST - DAY

The sun finds a spot for itself in the mddle of the blue
sky... And we find Nathan.

NATHAN
FATHER'! ... FATHER!

H's call echoes through the Iong trees and bushes, alerts a
smal | brown rabbit.
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Nat han stops and waits for a response, but all he hears is
the forest.

Tired, he leans against a wide tree, sits and w pes he sweaty
forehead... H's eyes cl oses.

A FLASH of sonething, just passed through the bushes.

Nat han rests his head over his knees.

Anot her flash, we get a better view of it now A piece of
brown fur just passed through the bushes again, this tinme we
get a glinpse of AN ANTLER

SOVETHI NG |'S CLOSI NG | N ON NATHAN

Stal king himskillfully, stops, changes direction... It's
circling the tree now, com ng frombehind to surprise Nathan.

We are behind Nathan's tree, still in the predator’s POV.
Then, A SUDDEN CHARCE... But Nathan is not there.

ELK' S POV

The sharp eyes scans the trees and the bushes, stops on
somet hi ng. Nat han suddenly junps out of the bushes and starts
to run toward a hillside.

EXT. HI LLSIDE - DAY

Bushes split open, Nathan rockets through them heading right
into us, |leaves crack under his feet. He runs to the top of
the hillside. The river roar echoes through.

Nat han runs down to the bottomof the hillside, into a small
green nmeadow and keeps pushing forward until he suddenly RUNS
OQUT OF GROUND.

Anot her step woul d plunge Nat han down a hundred feet cliff
into the river. He | ooks behind and the MAJESTIC ELK I S Rl GHT
THERE.

EXT. TOP OF A CLIFF

Nat han and the Beast are again less than ten feet apart.

Nat han’ s heart had al nost stopped beati ng.
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He | ooks behind. The river down bel ow | ooks |ike a big blue
snake.

An old, dry, tree branch extends few feet in the air. Nathan
needs to clinb down about three feet to reach it. He takes a
step backwards.
THE ELK CHARCES

But Nat han suddenly plunges in the air and hugs the tree
br anch.

EXT. TREE BRANCH

Nat han hangs in the air. His arns hugging the thick tree
branch, while his feet are loose in the air with nothing to
hol d on to.

NATHAN S POV

Suddenly the long, thick antlers cone to view, fiery eyes
gl ari ng down on Nat han, shooting himw th DEATH

Nat han is holding on tight to the branch with his arnms and
shoul ders.

The Elk lowers it’s body slowy and suddenly surprises Nathan
with a quick swing of it’s enornous antlers, they brush
against his hair.

Nat han al nost | oses bal ance as he plunges down further. Hi's
whol e body now i s under the branch, hanging only by the power
of his arms and the strong will to survive.

The Elk SWNGS it’s antlers again but strikes air only.

THE BRANCH SUDDENLY CRACKS.

NATHAN
HELP!! ... FATHER!
Nathan is losing grip. His feet are |ooking for sonething to
hang on to... Finally finding a tiny branch extending from
the cliff wall, enough to support his right foot.

And then a |loud thunb from above. The ol d branch shakes hard.

The Elk rises onit’s hind feet and cones down hard on the
side of the cliff to try and bring it down.
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A CRACK... Another thunmb, the branch hol ds but Nathan’s
nerves don't.

NATHAN
HELP!'! ... HELP MEEE!

Suddenly the thunbing stops. Al is quiet now

Nat han finds another extended tiny branch above the other
one. He noves his foot up slowy and places it on it, and
l[ifts hinself up, but not enough. He still has al nost two
feet to the top

He lifts hinself up again. His right foot is supported by the
branch, his left hand hangs to the long, thick branch while
his right armextends to the top..

And holds on to the edge. He noves up his left arm then
with a spectacular, strong push he’s able to lift his body
up... And throws hinself on the grass while scanning the area
for the El k.

The distance fromthe cliff edge to the nearest tree is about
thirty feet... Nathan spots a long, thick tree and ains for
it.
NATHAN

| have to clinb this tree... | have

to.
He gets up and runs as fast as he can to the tree.
SUDDENLY THE ELK IS I N VI EW

Charging himfromthe left side, but Nathan keeps running...
And runni ng.

The EIk is now few feet away from Nathan and Nathan is few
feet anay fromthe tree.

But suddenly Nat han di sappears fromview... He falls in a
hole in the ground, |anding hard. HE SCREAMS.
I NT. HOLE - CONTI NUOUS

Nat han | ands hard in the hole. It’s ten feet deep, ten feet
wi de of soft sandstone surface.

The Elk circles the hole, striking the ground hard around the
edges with it’'s hooves and antlers, sending dirt and sand
flying on Nat han.
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Looks like it’s waging a nerve war on him

Nat han strikes back... He throws a rock at the Elk, hitting
it’s neck, then finds a long thick branch, waits for the
right nonent as the Elk circles the hole, then suddenly junps

up on his feet and strikes the Elk hard on it’s face then
ducks down.

THE ELK IS FURI QUS

It junps high, striking the ground again with it’s strong
hooves... Then backs off.

No sound. Nathan gets up slowy, arnmed with the branch. He is
not tall enough to see beyond the edge. He then clinbs up a
foot or two and raises his head high to take a | ook.

THE ANTLERS ARE RI GHT THERE WAI TI NG FOR THAT MOVENT.

The El k takes a spectacul ar, deadly, SWNG at Nathan’s head.

Nat han hi des his head behi nd his hands and ducks down
qui ckly.

H's branch is struck by the antlers and goes flying high in
the air... Nathan realizes this could have been his head. He
stays down.

EXT. FOREST - EVEN NG

Long trees stand majestic, like soldiers in a long forgotten
war, waiting for a signal to roll down the rolling green
hills beyond.

I NT. HOLE - EVEN NG

Nat han |ies down on his back. He hears sonething... THE SOUND
OF STEPS... someone is running.

A mnute later...

JIM (O S.)
Nat han!
NATHAN
Fat her! \Where are you?
JIM (O S.)
I"m here, son, | can’'t see you.

Nat han finds a small branch, throws it out of the hole.
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NATHAN
Did you see it?
JIM (O S.)
Yes | sawit.
NATHAN
How did you find ne?
JIM (O S.)
| didn"t. | found the Elk, | knew
it was stal king you.
NATHAN
Is it still there?
JIM (O S.)
Yes, about twenty feet away in the
bushes... | cane fromthe other

direction and clinbed up a tree..
Son, are you OK? Are you injured?

NATHAN
I"’m OK, father, just get ne out of
her e.
JIM(Q S.)
I need to get closer to you, hang
on. 1I'Il get you out.
Seconds | ater, we hear steps, running... Nathan is trying to

make out where it’s comng from

NATHAN
Fat her, where are you?

JIM
I’ m here, | ook up.

The tree Nathan was trying to get to earlier is only few feet
away fromthe hole. It’s long, thick branches extends above
the hole. Jimis on top one of those branches, directly on
top of the hole.

He carries a rope.
JIM

And how the hell did you get
yoursel f down there?
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NATHAN
Fat her, please don't ask. You
shoul da seen ne hangin’ on the
cliff earlier.

Nat han notices the rope.

NATHAN
Wiere did you get that fronf

JIM
It’s Jack’s. He forgot it,
remenber? Now |listen to ne, son,
can you clinb up?

NATHAN
| don’t think so, it’s too soft
around the edges, and |I know he’s
gonna be all over ne if I tried..
Al nost got ne earlier.

JI'M
X, I'"'mgonna try and pull you up
with the rope, hang on.

EXT. TREE TOP - EVEN NG

Jimsits on a long, thick branch, about fifteen feet from
ground | evel, over |ooking the hole.

He starts by cutting the rope in half using his tomhawk. He
lowers the end of the first half down to the hole.

JI'M
Son, | want you to wap it around
your waist, nmake it tight.

Nat han i s now doi ng exactly what he’ s told.

Jimw aps the other end around the branch and ties it very
har d.

He takes the second half of the rope, waps one end to the
branch, ties it, then backs up slowy and start w apping the
other end around the girth of the tree until it becones
tighter and tighter.

The branch is taking the shape of a bow now because of the
pul I'i ng.

Done. Jimtests the strength of the rope by pulling it. He's
sati sfi ed.
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Nat han i s watching curiously.

JI'M
This should do it.
NATHAN
That | ooks good, father, I'm
i mpressed.
JI'M
Well, only one thing left to do..
Ready?
NATHAN
I think so.

Jimholds up his tomahawk, pointing it at the end of the rope
around the girth of the tree... And strikes.

THE ROPE IS CUT LOCSE, releasing the bow shaped branch
upwar ds. Nathan is suddenly yanked fromthe hole... But not
hi gh enough.

The trick worked but Jims cal cul ati ons was NOT exactly
CORRECT.

Nathan did not |ift to the top of the tree. He stands now at
exactly ground | evel, rope wapped around his waist. Nathan
i s shocked and frightened.

JI'M
God dam it!

Then, a sudden novenent in the bushes and the El k conmes out
rocketing through the | eaves, heading into a very easy,
hel pl ess target.

NATHAN
(screani ng)
OH GODI'! FATHER HELP!

Jimknows his son"s |life is about to be taken in few seconds.
He |ies down quickly, face down on the branch and extends his
arm

JI'M
NATHAN G VE ME YOUR HAND NOW !

In a very quick nove, Nathan lifts his armup. The two hands
CONNECT.
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The Elk is already up in the air, ANTLERS PO NTED... It seens
like the earth is noving. But all the giant antlers strike is
air.

Jimwas able to yank his son just seconds away froma certain
deat h.

Two things happen now,

The El k was running so fast with only Nathan in sight... Wen
it lost it’s target it couldn’t come to a stop so it went
right into the wide girth of the tree and fell unconscious...

... And when Jimlifted his son, the weight becane very heavy
on the branch, it broke, sending themboth flying down into
t he hol e.

I NT. HOLE
They lie next to each other, covered with dirt.

NATHAN
VWl cone to the hol e, father

JI'M
(rmanages a sm |l e)
G ad to join you, son. Although I
ki nda prefer the tree.

Jimgets up, then helps Nathan to his feet. He draws his
t omahawk.

JI'M
Lets go finish this son of a bitch
of f before he regains concious...
Hel p me up.
Jimstarts to clinb while Nathan gives hima push.

Nat han sees his father taking few careful steps forward, then

di sappearing fromhis sight... Few seconds passes, then;
JIM (O.S.)
Oh Jesus.
NATHAN

Father... Wat’s going on?
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EXT. FOREST

Jimstands by the tree where the Elk had fallen earlier..
there’s nothing here but sandstone. Jimis in shock.

NATHAN (O S.)
Father... Are you OK? Talk to ne?

Ji mwal ks back to the hole and gives a hand to Nat han,
pul 'ing himup. Nathan notices the Elk is gone.

NATHAN
What happened? Were did it go? It
Was sitting there dying just
noment s ago.

JIM
This is just unbelievable, even an
el ephant woul da not wal ked away i f
it took a hit like that. This
animal is sonething el se.

NATHAN
You think it’'s still around?

JIM
|"mnot sure, but if it was around
we woul da known by now. Anyway,
|l ets not take chances. W shoul d
clinmb up this tree and spend the
ni ght here. | don’t want us taking
any chances wal king in the dark. |
know there’s an ol d deserted steam
boat | anding not too far from here,
we'll go to it in the norning. W
m ght get lucky and find sone
hunters there.

Jimhelps his son up the thick tree, then follows him They
settle on two thick branches, away from danger and away from
hone.

EXT. TREE TOP - N GHT

A star shoots down fromthe high, dark sky and di sappears
behi nd the bl ue nount ai ns.

NATHAN (V. Q)
(speaki ng softly)
Father, did you see that?
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JIM(V.0)
VWhat is it, son?

NATHAN (V. Q)
A falling star... Were do they go?

JIM(V.0)
My father once told ne, when you
see a falling star, this means
soneone out there is thinking of
you, and when you see it, you
shoul d cl ose your eyes and think of
t hose you |l ove, so they can see it
t oo, and know that you’'re thinking
of them as well.

NATHAN (V. O.)

Father... Thank you for everything.

If not for you |I woul da been |ying

next to Dan by now... Poor Dan.
JIM(V.0)

Nat han you are ny son, | wll

protect you with nmy life if | had

to... I will not let this Beast

take away nmy famly fromne...
A silent nonent, only to be broken nonments |ater by the sound
of a distant bird.
EXT. FOREST - HI LLSIDE - DAW

A shadow of a MAN... Slides quickly down an incline and slips
through the trees. It’s Hawkeye.

One hand holds a rifle and the other covers his wound as his
eyes dart the forest.

This man knows his way in these woods... He makes no sound,
di sturbs no | eaves, no branches.

We hear distant birds. Their sound seens to reverberates as
if in a cavern. It'’s mxed with another distant sound. It
gets | ouder as Hawkeye approaches it.

HAWKEYE | S ALERT

The sound is very close now It’'s behind a |arge tree.
Hawkeye circles the tree slowy and finds the small Bear cub.
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The Gizzly Bear nother lies on the ground, notionless,
covered with bl ood as her cub licks her face trying to wake
her up.

Hawkeye knows all too well how she died. He pats the cub
gently.

Hawkeye whi spers in it’s ears;

HAVKEYE
You are al one now ny young friend.
But don't be afraid... And don’'t
gi ve up. Your nother died defending
you. CGo make her proud.

Hawkeye wal ks away. The cub runs few steps after him then
stop and lets out a soft cry.

INT. JIMS CABIN - DAWN
A | oud knock on the door. Kathrine runs and opens. It’s Carl.
Nadi ne on his side and about ten horsenmen wait by the field.

Kathrine | ooks tired as if she has not been sleeping. And
this scene frightens her to death. Her eyes go back and forth
bet ween hi m and t he horsenen.

KATHRI NE
OH GOD... What is it Carl? Wat's
goi ng on?

Carl tries hard to sound calm He is al nost breathl ess.

CARL
Kathrine... Did you hear anything
from Ji mor Nathan?

Her knees are barely hol ding her as she struggles to answer.

KATHRI NE
NO What is it?... please tell ne.

CARL
They found Dan Davis |ast night,
out in the woods... Dead. And he’s
brot her Frank is m ssing.

Kat hri ne knees finally give way. Carl and Nadi ne hol d her
and take her inside. They seat her on a chair.
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CARL
Kathrine, we are going to | ook for
themnow. .. Don’t worry.

He pats her shoul der, hugs his daughter and heads for the
door .

KATHRI NE
Bring ne back ny famly... | beg
you.

Carl pauses for a second as he nods, then wal ks out quickly.

The sound of running hooves fill the room as Nadi ne wraps her
arns around Kathrine' s shoul ders, both sobbing softly.

Nadine is as worried as Kathrine, but she tries to coll ect
hersel f.

NADI NE
Ms. Johnson, please don't worry...
Everything will be K

KATHRI NE
(crying)
NO Everything is not OK, Nadine,
it’s not. My husband and ny son are

out there alone... Alone with a
nonster who wants to kill them.. |
keep seeing ny son’s face, | see
tears in his eyes... | feel his

pain but | can’t stop it, Nadine,
can't stop it.

Kat hri ne | eans her head on Nadine’'s armas we go back to the
forest.
EXT. TREE BRANCH - MORNI NG

Gray-brown clouds lay | ow over the forest as a hazy, m sty
wi nd bl ows softly over a green tree |eaf.

Nat han rubs his eyes. His father is still asleep, his raccoon
hat covers his eyes.

Nat han stretches as he feels his back. It feels |like a piece
of stone. He | eans back on the branch and let his eyes wander
around the forest and the trees, and the bushes bel ow. ..

SUDDENLY HI S JAWS DROP
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NATHAN
FATHER WAKE UP!

Jimis startled. He | ooks down...
IT S THE ELK
Standing directly under the tree.

JI'M
Son of a bitch.

NATHAN
VWhat do we do now?

The Elk noves. He circles the tree then slowy raises his
head... And glares at Jim Jimglares right back at him
there is fire here, hatred..

Jimlooks |like another man now... He | ooks |ike that young,
ruthl ess hunter fromtwenty years ago... angry and thirsty
for blood. He kneels down, |ooks like he's ready to junp

JIM
You want ne you son of a bitch? You
wanna rip nmy heart out like I did

to you... O was it your father
that I cut in half, as | will do to
you now. . .

Ji m DRAWS hi s Tomahawk and is about to junp. Nathan is
horrifi ed.

NATHAN
FATHER VWHAT ARE YOU DA NG??

His own father is now scaring himas nuch as the El k. He had
never seen such a look on a man’s face. Jim goes back to his
senses and col l ects hinsel f.

JIM
Sorry son... | just...

NATHAN
Look, he’s | eaving.

The Elk slowmy turns and heads for the bushes.

NATHAN
What is he doi ng?

JI'M
"’ m not sure what he’'s up to.
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The El k stops at about a hundred feet away fromthe tree.

JI'M
K son, this is our only chance
now. This Elk is after ne, not you,
so here’s what | want you to do and
you have to listen to ne
carefully... That old steam boat
landing | told you about is al nost
two mles away north of here. Wen
| give you the signal you junp and
run as fast as you can, NO
STOPPING. | want you to go there
and wait for ne.

NATHAN
What about you?
JI'M
Don’t worry about nme. 1’11 be fine,

I will meet you there soon. You
just do as | told you and
remenber... NO STOPPI NG do not
stop no matter what, and run as
fast as you can. Do you under st and,
Nat han?

Nat han hesitates... Then nods.

JIM (cont’ d)
OK, son, just wait for ny signal.

Jimclinbs down the tree, nmaking sure he is visible to the
El k... He takes few steps backwards, towards the woods while
| ooki ng at the ElKk.

THE ELK MOVES

Jimruns about twenty feet toward the south, then stops. He
sees the Elk noving in his direction.

Nat han | ooks worried as he watches his father playing that
dangerous gane... He waits.

Nat han | ooks around, the El k had di sappeared.

Suddenly Ji mwaves with his hand. Seeing the signal, Nathan
clinmbs down quickly and starts running into the woods,
headi ng nort h.

Jimsees his son running fast. He also turns and runs as fast
as he can. He turns quickly and sees the ANTLERS at about
fifty feet awnay fromhim.. He speeds up.
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EXT. FOREST - SOQUTH SI DE - DAY

Jimis rocketing through the bushes. Leaves cracki ng under
his feet... Takes a | ook behind, sees nothing... He slows to
catch his breath.

The EIk is nowhere in sight.

Jimscans around but it’s all quiet. Nothing but forest. He
waits.

EXT. FOREST - NORTH SI DE - DAY

Nat han is running fast as well. He | eaps over a fallen tree,
ducks under a | ow branch.

EXT. FOREST - SOQUTH SI DE - DAY

Jimis still waiting. Hs heart is beating faster now. He
feel s something had gone terribly wong. He is starting to
realize what just happened.

JI'M

(to hinself)
That was a trick. He wanted to
separate us, all along he' s been
trying to do that... Now | know
what you' re up to you son of a
bitch, now !l know. .. You don’'t
wanna kill me just yet, you wanna
break me first by killing my... M.

He wants to get this thought out of head, but can't...

JI'M
OH GOD... OH GOD... NATHAN..
NATHAN!
Jimis hysterical... Hs eyes and soul are |ooking towards
the south... And he starts to run.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Nat han i s doing exactly what he was told. He keeps running,
sl ow ng down just seconds to catch his breath then continues
runni ng.

He can see the rolling green hills at the end of the woods
and he can hear the roar of the river beyond.
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At the edge of the hill stands a series of old, |og-wood
structures, over looking the river. It’s the STEAM BOAT
LANDI NG. .. Three structures in total

Only one of the structures still barely standing.

In the back of it there is an old wooden stairs that |eads to
a base, and then to the river where the steam boats used to
duck. This place is a nere shadow of what it used to be.

The structures stands hi gh above water. Supported fromthe
back by few rotted wood beans... Oherwise it would fall into
the river.

Nat han spots the structures and nakes a FINAL DASH for them

I NT. STEAM BOAT LANDI NG - CONTI NUOUS

Nat han wal ks in and cl oses the door behind. It’s a single
roomw th two wi ndows on each side.

There is a snall table, few broken chairs and a broken door
on the other side which leads to the stairs and the river.

Nat han stops to catch his breath, then sits on the floor,
scared and confused.

He buries his head between his hands as he closes his eyes...
He then hears sonething and gets up quickly.

Nat han is very alert. He noves slowly against the wall
towards the wi ndow and | ooks... Sees nothing. Looks to other
side and sees a MAN coming. He runs and opens the door.
About twenty feet away he sees;

FRANK DAVI S.

Dragging his feet, clothes all torn up.

NATHAN
Frank? Is that you?

Frank | ooks at Nat han. He can barely speak.

FRANK
Hel p... Help ne!

Nat han takes few steps outside but at that nmoment the GROUND
SHAKES.

THE ELK
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Comes out rocketing through the woods. Nathan freezes.

NATHAN
OH GOD... Frank, cone here, RUN

But Frank can’t nove a nuscles. He turns and | ooks behi nd.

The Elk is charging him Frank sinply stands notionl ess,
turns his head and catches eyes with Nathan... And that was
the | ast thing he saw.

In a spectacul ar nove, the Elk snatches Frank with it’s
antlers and blasts himtoward the building.

Nat han is absolutely horrified. Hs legs freeze... H s eyes
wi de open as the Elk, with Frank hanging fromit’s antlers,
CHARGCES toward himlike a speeding train.

Nathan is finally able to collect hinself. He takes few steps
backwards then runs inside and slans the door shut.

Seconds later... It happens.

This is nore |ike an explosion. Frank’s body cones flying
t hrough the w ndow, glass shattering all over the room
shrapnel piercing through Nathan’s face and body.

Nat han is on the ground. H's face covered with his bl oody
hands, scream ng hysterically... Then it’s all quiet.

Seconds pass... He looks around. Frank |ies dead near him
Nat han has bl ood on his body and face fromthe shattered
gl ass.

Suddenly he hears a LOUD THUVMB as the whol e room shakes. He
tries to get up but another |oud thunb brings himdown as the
room shakes harder, but this time he hears a | oud cracking
sound. .. Wod cracki ng.

EXT. BACK SI DE OF STEAM BOAT LANDI NG

The Elk is down at the base of the building. It backs up then
charges fast on the rotted wood beam that supports the
structure, hitting it very hard with it’s large antlers. The
whol e structure is about to collapse down to the river.

I NT. STEAM BOAT LANDI NG

The wood is cracking as the whole structure is about to
col | apse.
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Nat han tries to hang on to sonething, but the El k had STRUCK
again and now the whole roomis going down.

The back side where Nathan was sitting is collapsing slowy.
A VERY LOUD SOUND | S HEARD

The wood is cracking fromall directions. Al three
structures are now going down into the river.

Nat han tries for a final dash to the front door, but it’s too
| ate, the structures are already on their way down, taking
Nat han and the body of Frank with them

EXT. BACK SI DE OF STEAM BOAT LANDI NG

The | og-wood structures are breaking up to pieces as they
drop down to the river. W don’t see Nathan but we can hear
his screans.

The structures were about twenty feet high above water, so
when t hey cane down, they made a huge splash with the tens of
pi eces of Log-wood that broke apart and cane flying down.

EXT. THE RI VER - DAY

Pi eces of |og-wood drifting down stream crossing a bend in
the river, one after the other, then we see a BODY crossing
t he bend. ..

| T"' S NATHAN.

He is concious. The current is gaining speed and power and
Nat han can’t find anything to hold on to as he drifts down
stream faster and faster.

There is a piece of Log-wood al nost thirty feet ahead of

Nat han near the river bank. It’s stuck sideways between a
rock in the water and a fallen thick tree branch on the edge,
and cane to a stop

He makes a mad dash for it using all the strength and wl|
power he has left in him.. And is able to hold on to it.

He pulls hinself slowy to the shore and col | apses.
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EXT. THE RI VER BANK

Nat han | ooks m serable as he |lies face down on the river
bank. His clothes are all torn, his hands and face are
bl oodi ed fromthe shattered wi ndow gl ass.

He lifts his head up slowy to scan his surroundings...

Everything is blurry. He |l eans on his elbows to rub his eyes
and wi pe the blood fromhis face... Now he is able to see...
And he sees;

THE ELK. .. Standing on the right side... And behind himthere
is about five feet of sandstone shore that ends with a five
f oot edge which leads to a snmall hillside and into the woods.

To his left is the river... And in his face is a certain
DEATH as the El k stands on higher ground | ooking |arger than
life and MAD as hel | ..

For sone reason Nathan does not nmake any noves. He just sits
t here noti onl ess.

Maybe he ran out of will power... OR power... But he now has
a certain ook in his eyes, a determ ned, stubborn |ook..
Maybe he knew this is the end and wanted to face it like a
MAN.

He drags his knees and uses whatever is left in himto try
and stand up... He does.

But now the strangest event takes place;
THE ELK SLOALY APPROACHES NATHAN

Nat han waits, doesn’t nobve a nuscle. He | ooks |ike an ant
next to this nonster.

The El k suddenly stands up high and strikes Nathan with it’s
front feet. It’s not a strong hit, but hard enough to bring
Nat han down. He falls hard on his back.

The El k back up slowy to it’s old position above the higher
ground... And stares at Nathan as if challenging himfor a
fight.

Nat han i s shaking as he lay on his back, not fromfear but
fromanger. He has fire in his eyes and in his heart.

NATHAN
"M NOT' SCARED OF YQOU!
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He pulls hinself together and finds the power to pull his
body up.

Nat han is on his feet again.

And the Elk does it again, but this time he strikes a little
harder, sending Nathan flying few feet off the ground,
| andi ng hard on his face.

Nat han | ooks at the ElIk with fiery eyes as he w pes the
bl ood, nmud, and tears off his eyes... And amazingly finds
power, sonewhere, to get up again..

NATHAN
| TOLD YQU I’ M NOT' SCARED! JUST DO
I T KILL ME YOU SON OF A BI TCH!

Nat han is barely able to nove a nmuscle, but he takes few
steps forward towards the Elk as if challenging himtill the
end.

AND THE ELK TAKES THE CHALLENGE

The El k stares at Nat han as Nathan stares right back at it,
showi ng no fear.

The Elk seens to want to end this game now. It lowers it’s
antlers and gets ready for a FI NAL CHARGE

Nat han cl oses his eyes.

THE ELK CHARGES.

Suddenly a LOUD CRY is heard, sounds |like a WAR CRY as JIM
comes out of nowhere and pushes Nathan to the side and is

about to take the hit instead of him.. H's Tomahawk is drawn
as he faces certain death... Then, seconds before inpact...

A SINGLE SHOT IS FI RED

It hits the Elk in the neck and slows it down a bit, but not
enough to stop it. Part of the antlers PIERCE through Jinis
shoul der, sending himFLYI NG to the ground.

NATHAN
FATHER!

The shot canme from HAVWKEYE.

He came fromthe right side on top of the small hill side.
Smoke still blows fromthe nuzzle of his rifle.
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Nat han | ooks on in horror as his father gets up quickly on
his feet and CHARGES the Elk with his bare arns.

The ELK charges JIMas JIMcharges it. But before any
contact, HELL BREAKS LOOSE with SHOTS FI RED from al
directions at the El k.

This tine it’s Carl and his horsenmen. They spread all over
the hillside like soldiers on a target practice m ssion.

The Elk stays on it’s feet, refusing to go down as bl ood
covers it’s body.

But finally the Beast IS DOMN on the ground... DEAD.

FADE QOUT.
FADE | N:
INT. JIMS CABIN - EVEN NG
A knock on the door... Kathrine opens, Nadine is behind her.
THIS SCENE | S SI LENT, ALMOST | N SLOW MOTI ON.
Carl is at door with his nen.
Kat hrine, face shed with tears, is |ooking... Wndering.

She pushes her way through the nmen and as the | ast two horse-
men split apart... Jim & Nathan conme to view.

Warily, bloodied and exhausted...

Her knees can't carry her the next few steps... She sits on
the ground crying as Jim & Nathan | ean over her.
FADE QUT.
FADE | N:

EXT. JIMS CABIN - DAY - FEW AUTUWNS LATER

A MAN negotiates a single-horse carriage through the dirt
road | eading up to Jims cabin. Seated next to himis a
beauti ful young WOVAN and a five-year-old boy.

Jim & kathrine opens the door and wal k out to greet them

It’s Nathan and his w fe Nadi ne.
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The little boy runs into his grandfather’s arns.

LI TTLE JI M
G anpa! G anpal!l

Hugs and kisses all around as they all walk into the house.
Jimand little Jimy |inger behind.

LITTLE JIM
Granpa | mssed you nuch.

Jimholds his grandson gently as little Jimplays with his
grandfather’s | ong, white beard.

JIM
I mssed you too, little Jimy...
So much.

As they head to the door. Little Jimy points at sonething;

LITTLE JIM
Granpa... what is that?
In the front of the house... Right on top of the front door
hangs a | arge skeleton of an ELK' S HEAD... It’s antlers

stretch nore than ten feet w de.

Ji m pauses as he | ooks at it.

JI'M
It’s a long story, young nman, old
story of two old friends. I’msure

Oneday your father will tell you
all about it.

LITTLE JIM
Daddy says you' re a great hunter,
Granpa, is it true?

JI'M
But not as good as your Dad, little
Jimy... H 1S THE BEST.

Jimlets Little Jimmy inside the house, he |lingers behind as
his eyes scans around the field, the nountains and the
rolling green hills beyond, and finally landing on the Elk’s
head. . .

He then wal ks in and cl oses the door.
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EXT. THE RI VER BANK - DAY

A small Gizzly Bear cub plays close to the river bank... A
young El k approaches... And they start to play.

THE END



