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I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

A WOMAN, md 30s - very attractive, is sat facing the TV.
Her arns are relaxed down by her side and she’s sat up right
in a very stiff manner

The door opens and a MAN, sane age range, enters carrying
bags of shopping. He hurries inside and cl oses the door.

MAN

Weat her’s mad today. Said no to
strong wi nds and what happens?
There’s strong w nds.

(1 ocking the door)
| tell you, if they ever say no to
a hurricane, we’'d better batten
down t he hatches.

He pockets the key and turns to her, smles aplenty.

MAN
What are you wat chi ng?
WOVAN
|”ve no idea. | haven't changed it

since it’s been on but it |ooks
i ke sone rubbi sh nmorning TV show.

The Man approaches her and then | ooks at what’s playing:
A daytinme tal k show.
The Man picks the control up and turns it off.

MAN
You don’t want to watch that. Fills
your head with too nuch crap.

WOVAN
Only if you pay attention to it.
(eyi ng the bags)
What’s in the bag?

The Man opens one of the bag with childish glee.
MAN
| got you both sonme clothes. |I'm

sure these are your sizes. CGot a
ni ce junper for you...

He pulls out a red sweater and holds it out for her. Her
eyes look up at it and she sm | es.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

WOVAN
| like it. Even if it doesn’t fit
|’ m sure we can nake adjustnents to
it.

He pulls out a baseball cap.

VAN
| got this for Dan.
WOMVAN
Oh he’'d love that. He | oves that
br and.
MAN
VWhere is he?
VOVAN

He’'s in his room no doubt playing
on his consol e.

MAN
Real | y? He’s been on that an awf ul
| ot.

WOVAN

It’s his solace. He can’t work up
the courage to go and neet with
ot her ki ds.

The Man wal ks to the staircase.

MAN
(calling up)
Danny?
DAN
(0.5s)
Yeah?
MAN
(cal l'ing up)

Way don’t you cone downstairs and
sit with your Modther?

DAN
(0.9)
| really can’t, Dad.

The Man ascends the stairs.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

MAN
Surely the gane’s not that
i mportant.

WOVAN
| f he’s happy, |et him be.

The Man stops md way and thinks about it, then decides to
cone back down.

WOVAN
Wul d you mi nd doing sonething for
ne?

MAN

Sure, babe, anything.

WOVAN
I’ma little cold, do you m nd
getting nme the bl anket?

MAN
O course.

She smiles, still facing the switched off TV.
The Man wal ks off to get her a bl anket.
CUT TO

I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

The Man, the Woman and Danny, a bright |ooking 12 year old
wearing his new baseball cap, are all sitting on the snal
sofa and wat ching cartoons. The old type of cartoon.

The Man | aughs out |oud as the Whnan and Danny | ook at it
wi th vacant closed nmouth smles.

The m crowave pings.

MAN
Ah, dinner’s ready.

He gets up and | eaves the area as the others continue to
stare at the TV.

CUT 10O



I NT. LI'VING ROOM - N GHT - A FEW MOVENTS LATER

The Man is happily spooning away at his soup and | ooks at
t he others, who haven't touched theirs.

He huffs and rolls his eyes.

MAN
What’s wong with it?
VOVAN
Not hing, it’s fine.
MAN
Then why aren’t you eating it?
WOVAN
You know e, | like it cold.
The Man sm | es.
MAN
How stupid of nme to forget, |’ m

sorry darling.
He | eans across and ki sses her on the cheek.

The NEWS begins to play on the TV and the Man quickly grabs
the renpte and switches it off.

MAN (cont’ d)
Don’t need that. There’'s enough
horror in the world, |I don’t need
to be rem nded of it during ny
di nner.

WOVAN
| heard that the Police are near to
catching that serial killer from

years ago.

MAN
Yeah?

VWOIVAN
Yeabh.

MAN

That is exactly why | don't Iike
the news. It fills your mnd with
little horror stories.

He sucks the soup fromhis spoon for a beat until:
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CONTI NUED: 5.

Dan groans.

DAN
Oh, I'"msick of soup. Do we not
have anything el se?

WOVAN
Pl ease don’t say that, angel. Your
father works very hard to put food
on our plate.

MAN
It’s that or nothing, boy.

DAN
| *d rat her have nothing.

MAN
(to the Wonman)
Can you believe this?
The Wman, eyes to the blank screen, ignores him
MAN (cont’ d)
(to Danny)
Then you can go upstairs but there
won’ t be anyt hing el se.

DAN
kay.

He sits there.

DAN
Can you take ne?

The Man is growing quite inpatient at the boy.

He gets up then takes the boys armand carries himup the
stairs.

The Wonman stays facing forward and | ooks conpl etely ignorant
of the event that’'s just happened.

CUrT 10O

I NT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT - A LITTLE LATER
The Man sl unps down next to the Worman and | ooks at her bow .
Unt ouched t omat o soup.

He | ooks up at her.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

MAN
How was it?
WOVAN
So good. I'’mso stuffed. Thank you

for mking it for ne.
The Man gl oats.
MAN
It was nothing. Anything to pl ease
the hottest wife in the world.
She sm | es.
He takes the bow fromher lap and sits it on the floor.

He then turns the Wonan’s head to face him

MAN (cont’ d)
You' re seriously, unbelievable. W
life was nothing, till | met you.
WOVAN
Where’'s all this com ng fronf
MAN
My heart.
WOVAN

You're so amazing to ne. My old
husband was a cheating sline.
Htting me, hurting me... Not to
sound too...evil...but if I ever
met the person who cut his brakes,
"1l give thema cash reward. A big
one.

The Man smil es.

MAN
Call it pure luck. He was scum He
deserved it.

WOVAN
Then | nmet you. My new hubby. You
care so rmuch for nme and you'll do

anything for ne.

VAN
Absol utely, hon.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

WOVAN
Then we adopted Danny and...| dunno
| just feel ny life is conplete.
VAN
It is.
He leans in and they kiss. Slowy - like it nmeans sonet hing.

They break away and | ook in each others eyes.

MAN

Did you wanna take this upstairs?
VOVAN

But Danny’s still awake.
MAN

| put headphones on him he won't
hear a thing.

The Wonman smi | es.

WOVAN
Care to take ne?

MAN
Conme on, ny |ove.

He lifts her up and carries her up the stairs.

On the shelf by the sofa is a photo of the Wwman on her
weddi ng day standing next to a conpletely different Mn.
They’ re happy and in | ove.

CUT TO

I NT. LIVING ROOM - THE NEXT MORNI NG

The Worman is | aying across the couch and still under a
bl anket .

The Man steps briskly down the stairs.

VAN
Br eakf ast ?

VOVAN
| " m not hungry.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

The Man,
edge.

The Man,

The Man,
Wonan.

MAN
Are you okay?
WOVAN
Hmm ... not really.

concerned, wal ks over to the sofa and sits on the

MAN
What is it?
WOVAN
| was up for nost of the night
t hi nki ng.
MAN
About what ?
WOVAN

Ckay, please don’'t feel pressured
but it’s been on ny mnd for a bit.

VAN
VWhat ? Tell ne.

WOVAN
| want a daughter.

relieved, takes a breather on the armof the chair.

MAN
Oh thank God. | thought it was
serious. Yeah...yeah why not? |I'd
| ove a daughter too.

WOVAN
You woul d? Maybe soneone a little
ol der than Danny so he has soneone
to |l ook up to? She could babysit
hi m when we go out? It won't be too
much trouble for you wll it?

VAN
Absol utely not. Sounds |ike a plan.

grinning fromear to ear, gets up and hugs the

WOVAN
Wah, not so tight.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

VAN
Sorry, I'"mso excited | could just

Blue flashing lights light up the living roomand the Mn
| ooks around - al arned.

MAN (cont’ d)
What ? No. ..
VOVAN
What is it?
MAN
Unh...look I"m gonna have to get you

sonewher e safe.
He grabs the Wman by the shoul ders.

VAN
Hol d on.

He tries lifting her up and stunbles. He drops the Wnman.
She lands on the floor but in a crunpled heap.
The Man | ooks at her and sees her REAL FORM

Skel etal remains. A blonde wig placed over her skull. The
j aw gapes open.

MAN (cont’ d)
Shit.

The surfaces of the house are covered with thick black nold.
He races to the stairs.
MAN
(calling up)
Danny! | need hel p!
DAN
(o.5s)
| * m busy, Dad.
| NT. DAN' S BEDROOM - CONTI NUQUS

The skeletal remains of Dan is sat on the bed with
headphones on and facing a switched off TV. The controller
is placed in his hands.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

MAN
(0s)
On that damm gane, no doubt?

DAN
(voi ce)
Yeah, | eave ne al one.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

MAN
Shit.

WOVAN
(voi ce)
What are we going to do now?

He | ooks at the skeleton on the floor. It’'s facing him The
voi ces echo.

VOVAN
(voice)
wel | ?
There’s thunps on the door as the Police get nearer.

VAN
| don’t know...l just don’t know.

The Police thunp on the door even | ouder.
The Man realizes this is the end of the line for him

THE END



