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FADE | N

I NT. TV STUDI O - DAY

LUCA D ANCELO (69 but | ooks at |east twenty years younger),
a tanned, nuscul ar, perfect specinmen of manhood in a garish
track suit, stands on stage.

W're only able to see a fewfigures in the front row of the
audi ence.

LUCA
So | adi es and gentl enen, that just
about w aps up anot her Luca
D Angel o show.

He flashes ultra white teeth.

LUCA (CON'T)
O as we like to call it here,
Super Luca tine.

Fermal e sighs ring out.
A M DDLE- AGED WOVAN f ai nt s.

LUCA (CON' T)
And renenber, fitness is a way of
life, one that requires discipline
and dedi cation but also yields
enor nous benefits.

He holds his arnms outstretched, inviting the audience to
behol d his magnificence.

LUCA (CON T)
As you can see.

Whoops and cl aps erupt throughout the audience.

LUCA (CON T)
Al you need to be |ike ne are the
Super Luca D Angel o hone wor kout
routi ne which is now avail able as a
stream ng service, book package and
my own, special range of patented
vitam ns and mnerals sold through
this network. Hurry while stocks
| ast .

He places his hands together as if congratul ating hinself.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

LUCA (CON T)
Renmenber, don’t grow old, grow
young.
The audi ence breaks into rapturous appl ause.
The M ddl e- Aged Wnman wakes up.

M DDLE AGED WOVAN
W | ove you Luca.

A chorus of fenale voices all profess simlar sentinents.
Luca bows, bl ow ng ki sses as he backs away.

A curtain closes in front of him

One figure, CARL CARTER (45), ferret-like and bespectacl ed,
L;ﬁgé fromhis seat. A press card sticks out from his hat

He sneaks onto the stage and slides under the curtain

| NT. DRESSI NG ROOM - DAY

SARA D ANGELO (65), cotton candy hair and pearls with nmuch
of her beauty trowel ed on, strokes a dozing poodle in her
| ap.

Luca admres hinself in a full-length mrror.
SARA
Wonder ful show.
LUCA
Al ways are ny dear.
SARA
|’ ve just been checking the view ng
figures.
LUCA
And?
SARA

W' re now t he hi ghest ranking show
on the networks.

LUCA
(Excitedly) You' re certain?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

SARA
A hundred percent.

He gazes lovingly into the mrror.

LUCA
| m nunber one.

There’'s a knock at the door.

SARA (CON' T)
Who coul d that be?

The door opens.

Carter’s bespectacl ed face pops through the gap. He | ooks at
Luca.

CARTER
M D Angel o.

He noti ces Sara.

CARTER (CON T)
M's D Angel o.

He renoves his hat.

CARTER (CON' T)
My nane’s Carl Carter.

Sara isn’'t happy to see him

SARA
| know who you are. The freel ance
journalist who's been chasing ny
husband for the |ast few nonths.
Didnt | make it clear he woul dn’'t
be granting you an interview?

Carter holds his hat contritely in front of him
CARTER
| just spoke to your husband back
stage ma’ am
Sara | ooks at her husband.

SARA
s this true?

Luca’s too busy with the mrror to hear the question.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

CARTER (CON T)
He said he’'d be happy to give ne a
coupl e of m nutes.

Mascara eyes narrow as she regards the journalist.

SARA (CON' T)
You have a reputation M Carter,
not a good one. You' re a scanda
nonger and a nuck-raker.

CARTER
Not true nma’am | assure you

SARA
|’ ve read sone of your pieces.

CARTER
| m here today on behal f of
Fabul ous Peopl e Magazi ne.

He turns to Luca.

CARTER (CON' T)
It would be a great honor for ne
sir.
Luca tears hinself away fromthe mrror

LUCA
O course it woul d.

He snpbot hes his thick hair back.

LUCA (CON' T)
Sonmeone of ny stature.

CARTER
It would al so be a chance for your
adoring fans to learn a little nore
about their hero.

Luca waves the other nman inside.

LUCA (CON T)
Come i n.

SARA
This isn’t a good idea.

LUCA
It’s fine ny dear.

Carter closes the door and scanpers inside.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

LUCA
You'll have to excuse ne while | do
a few cali sthenics.

He starts on sone knee bends.

CARTER
O course.

LUCA
Two minutes M Carter. Ask your
guesti ons.

The journalist takes out a pencil and pad.

CARTER
Well, M D Angelo ..
LUCA
Luca pl ease, everyone calls ne

Luca.

CARTER (CON' T)
VWll, | think what the readers nost
want to knowis ...

LUCA
My inspiring story?

He pauses in the squatting position.
LUCA (CON' T)
How a smal |, skinny Italian kid

from Brookl yn grew up to be the
best | oved celebrity on TV?

He j unps up.

LUCA (CON T)
That is a tale.

CARTER
|"’msure it is.

Luca pl ace his hands on his hips and commences on sone side
tw sts.

CARTER (CON T)

But what | really would like to ask
is how ...

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

LUCA
How | did it?

CARTER
Er, well...

LUCA

It all began when | saw ny first
Charl es Atlas advertisenent you
see. In just seven days... You know
how it goes. Well, let nme tell you,
that inspired me, and |ike Atl as,
by the tinme I was twenty | had
carved nyself a perfect, nuscul ar
body fromthe granite of hard work,
wi Il power and determ nation. As
you may know | was voted best

physi que four years in a row by
Muscl e Magazi ne. They stopped
running that conpetition because of
ne.

CARTER
Amazi ng.

Luca stops his side tw sts.

He pl aces

bot h hands together and starts squeezing the

pal ns, one against the other. He does this for two second

bursts at

a tine.

LUCA
Great for the pecs, this one.

CARTER
| can see, yes. Wuld it be
possible to ...

LUCA
CGet back to ny story, of course.
Vell, | knewthen | wanted to

devote ny life to the world of
health and fitness. But | didn’t
know how exactly. |1'd started ny
own gym but it wasn’'t quite ne.

| d al ready devel oped ny own system
by that time you see, one that
didn’t require special equipnent.

CARTER
Li ke Atl as?

Luca’'s nose wri nkl es.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

LUCA
My systemis far superior, nuscle
agai nst nuscle and calisthenics are
all very well, that’s all dynamc
tension is, you know. | also use
vi sual i zed resi stance and
isonetrics to scul pt the perfect
human bei ng.

He gazes over at Sara.

LUCA (CON T)
Then | net this beautiful creature.

Sara waves a hand as if to bat the foolish comment away.

SARA
Luca, please.

LUCA
Sara heard of ny system and cane to
see me. She suggested we start our
own fitness industry. She convinced
me we shoul d focus on peopl e who
didn’t like the gym and who want ed
strong nuscles without lifting
wei ghts or the injuries that cone
with them So | sold ny gym Sara
borrowed a coupl e of thousand from
an aunt, and together we | aunched
The D Angelo Way. It started out as
a mail order course but grew from
t here.

CARTER
That’ s a very inspiring story.

LUCA
It is. And you know sonet hing el se?

CARTER
VWhat’' s that?

LUCA
As of today the Super Luca D Angel o
Show has gone to nunber one. Isn’t
that right, ny dear?

SARA

Be sure to put that in your
article, M Carter.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

CARTER
Oh, | will

SARA
And that is your couple of m nutes
| believe.

LUCA (CON T)

It’s time for ny run. Atlas used to
do five mles every other day.

CARTER
| renenber reading that, yes.

LUCA
| do ten, every day.

CARTER
There is sonmething else 1'd like to
ask you, if you don’t m nd.

SARA
| think you have enough M Carter.

CARTER
Your age.

SARA
No nore questi ons.

CARTER
Is it really true that you' re sixty
ni ne?

LUCA

Indeed it is. |I'’mseventy next
nont h.

Carter ticks sonething off on his pad.
CARTER
Thank you. The answer though only
pronpts anot her questi on.
Sara pl aces her dog aside.

CARTER (CON' T)
Last one, | prom se.

SARA
Get rid of him

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

LUCA
It’s fine, ny dear. Ask your
guesti on.

CARTER (CON T)
How do you mai ntain such an
i ncredi bly yout hful appearance?

LUCA

Heal thy living, plain and sinple.
CARTER

Are you aware M D Angelo. ..
LUCA

Luca.
CARTER

Are you aware that many doctors and
gerontol ogi sts have stated it’s

i npossi ble for you to | ook as you
do at your age? In fact, some have
poi nted out that you actually
appear younger now than you did
sone years ago.

LUCA
The D Angel o WAy has kept the years
at bay. A specialized fitness
regime along with ny patented
nutritional supplenents.

He holds up a finger.

LUCA (CON T)
Don’t grow ol d, grow young.
CARTER
But M D Angel o.
LUCA
Luca.
CARTER

But Luca, are you really telling ne

SARA
That’ s enough.

LUCA
Let’s set this man right first,
darling. Let ne tell you how | defy

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

LUCA (cont’d)
the aging process. | begin every
day with a hundred push ups, sit
ups and a qui ck warm up. That
shocks the body into a youthfu

vitality, as you will read in ny
books. Next, | commence with what |
call 'Lucation’ which can erase al

bl em shes and lines fromthe skin.
He sl aps his hands to his forehead and begi ns nassagi ng.

SARA
Luca, stop.

LUCA
Li ke so, and then | conmmence with
the areas under the lower |ids.

He massages just beneath his eyes.
LUCA (CON T)
Then the neck and finally the
cheeks.

He runs a hand under his neck, kneading the flesh |ike bread
dough.

Then he taps his cheeks in a circular pattern.
LUCA
And finally, to shock the cells of
the skin into rejuvenating
t hensel ves. .
He sl aps bot h cheeks.

He freezes.

CARTER
M D.. | mean Luca?
He | ooks at Sar a.
LUCA

| s he okay?
As if to answer his question the front part of Luca s face

SW ngs open. Behind it is a conputer board of flashing
lights and mniature circuits.

( CONTI NUED)
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SARA
Ch dear.

She reaches for her handbag and pulls out a cigarette packet
and lighter.

SARA (CON' T)
How enbar r assi ng.

She slides a cigarette fromits packet and places it to her
lips.

SARA (CON' T)
Now you know our |ittle secret.

For sone nonents Carter sinply stares in shock
Then he sm | es.

CARTER
| knew it.

He snaps the pencil in his excitenent.

CARTER (CON' T)
| knew there was a story here. |
have a nose for this type of thing.
This scoop is going to put nme on
t he map.

Sara lights the cigarette.

SARA
Believe it or not, the real Luca
was even nore conceited. And he
really did think he could hold back
time with that system of his.

CARTER
When did he ...l nean when did it
happen?

Sara takes a long draw on her cigarette.

SARA
Three years ago, after one of his
fanous beach runs, |ike he said,

ten mles, not five like Atlas. He
had a nassi ve heart attack al nost

as soon as he stepped through the

door.

Her expression darkens.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

SARA (CON' T)
We'd just |anded the deal to stream
his show 1’'d worked too hard to
let it all just conme crashing down.

Carter studies the android.

CARTER
This thing’s amazing. It |ooks so
real, | mean when the face isn't
hangi ng of f.

SARA

| have rich and very powerfu
investors M Carter, ones who can
make this sort of thing happen.

She takes another puff on the cigarette.

SARA (CON' T)
Now, how much will it take to
ensure your, shall we say
"discretion’” inthis matter?

CARTER
You want nme to keep ny nouth shut?

He shakes hi s head.

CARTER (CON T)
Lady, there ain’t enough noney in
the world. You and your droid
husband are going to nake ne
f anmous.

He puts his hat on and turns to head for the door.

CARTER (CON T)
Been a pleasure, a real pleasure.

SARA
That wasn’t really the answer | was
hopi ng for.
She reaches into her handbag agai n.
This time she pulls out a futuristic |ooking |aser blaster.
She ains it directly at Carter.
CARTER

Hey, wait a mnute. You can’t just
shoot ne, not here.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

13.

SARA
This is an energy weapon. One bl ast
of concentrated beam and there
won’'t be a body for nme to worry
about .

CARTER (CON' T)
OCkay, you meke a strong point.
Listen, | was a little hasty. | see
t hat now. Maybe we coul d work out
sonme sort of a deal

The weapon doesn’t waver.

CARTER (CON' T)
| could even be useful to you.

SARA
How so0?

CARTER
For a start | could wite Luca’s
bi ography. Just tell nme what to
say. W'll make it a gl ow ng
tribute.

SARA
The aut hori zed Luca D Angel o
bi ography is com ng out next nonth.
Advanced orders are already into
six figures.

CARTER
kay, how about this? Lots of
journalists have rubbi shed the
D Angel o Way. | could becone its
chanmpion. | wite up an article
saying Luca’'s systemis legit and
the greatest thing ever and you get
it published in Fabul ous Peopl e
Magazi ne and all the other rags |
got pull wth.

Sara | ooks the reporter up and down.

SARA
Per haps you coul d. You could becone
a sort of chanpion for us.

She hits a control on the bl aster

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

SARA (CON' T)
Thank you M Carter, that is nobst
hel pful .

CUT TGO

I NT. TV STUDI O - DAY
Luca D Angel o stands once again before his adoring audi ence.

LUCA
But don’t just take my word for it.
|’ ve brought soneone out here
t oday, soneone to tell you about
their own experience.

He waps an armaround Carter. The reporter is now clad in
t-shirt and shorts.

LUCA (CON T)
Look at this guy. M Carl Carter
came to do an interviewwth nme a
few nont hs back and was so
i npressed he signed up for ny ful
package. Wthin a nonth he | ost
thirty pounds in body fat, in two
had the nmetabolismof a twenty
five-year old and in three had
devel oped a thick coat of nuscle
all over his body.

Carter obligingly flexes his arnms for the crowd.

LUCA (CON T)
This guy al so used to wear gl asses,
but because of the rejuvenating
properties of mny supplenents he now
enj oys twenty-twenty vi sion.

The audi ence cl aps.
Luca turns to Carter.
LUCA (CON' T)
Wy don't you tell everyone how you
feel since |earning about the
D Angel o Way?

Carter gives a beam ng smle.

( CONTI NUED)
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CARTER
111 tell you how I feel.

The audi ence is hushed as they wait for the revel ation.
The front row | eans forward.

CARTER
Li ke a new man.

FADE OUT



