





The Dragon             








By Dan Monty
Fade In.

Int: Bar – Mexico – Day.

We see a quick exterior shot of the bar before we go inside. The bar is full of Mexicans, most of which are drinking and talking shit. Axel Mariachi, 33 looks around the bar. He wears a buttoned shirt, trousers and a smile that the ladies would die for. He also has a neatly trimmed goatee and hair of a decent length. He talks to a Mexican beside him named Rico Santo.

Axel: You told me you would be here at noon. It’s nearly dusk.

Rico: Who the fuck cares? I’m here!

Axel: You’re here late amigo.

Rico: Tell me why I’m here.

Axel: I’m here to collect my money.

Rico: Money? Are you joking?

Axel smiles and quick as a flash, he pulls out a pistol. He aims it right at Rico’s head. The bar man smiles and we see him walk away. Rico is shitting bricks.

Axel: Why don’t you ask my pistole?

Rico: Are you fucking nuts?

Axel: Two weeks ago, Rico, you came to me with a job proposition. That job was 


To fly to Japan and kill the man who stole from you, and also to retrieve


Your property. Well, that job is done. Now, I want my money.

Rico: You won’t kill me Axel. You’re not the type.

Axel: Really?

Axel shoots a couple of rounds across the room, shattering a few glasses. Rico jumps to the ground and covers his head. Axel jumps onto the floor and grabs him by the arm, pushing it behind him as though he wants to break it. Rico screams.

Rico: Aaaggh! Let go, please!

Axel: Give me my money!

Rico: Okay okay! Help me up will you?

He moves to help Rico to his feet, but Rico kicks him away and Axel hits the ground. Rico whips out a pair of gold pistols and aims them at Axel. He kicks Axel’s gun across the room.

Rico: Tables have turned senor!

Axel: Seems so.

Rico: Doesn’t feel too good does it?

Axel starts to laugh. Rico frowns. Axel quietly pulls out his Zippo lighter and flicks it open.

Rico: Oh, what’s so funny?

Axel: The tables have turned again!

He throws the lighter to where he shot the glass and bottles above the bar and the bar bursts into flames. A shard of glass catches Rico in the eye and blood spurts from a messy wound. He screams and fires into the air. Axel kicks him in the face and sends him flying into the flames. He then does a stylish kick to the ground, sending his own gun into the air and into his hand. He pulls the trigger until he’s empty.






BLACKOUT

(OPENING SEQUENCE)

                                     Insert card: “Welcome party”




Insert card #2: JAPAN, ONE WEEK LATER

Int: House – Night.

Axel walks into an unlit room. He flicks a switch by the door and nothing happens. He walks into the room and quietly closes the door behind him. The room is in complete darkness, but there is a long staircase lit by candles. Axel creeps around the house.

Axel (To himself): What the Hell is going on? (Shouting) Sarah?….Sarah? Are 


You here?

He turns around and from his POV, we see a broken window. CU of his face which is full of fear and concern. He charges up the long staircase.

Axel (Shouting) : SARAH? ……… SARAH? ………. SARAH?

He bursts through three out of four doors upstairs. A bathroom, an office and a nursery. He walks into the nursery and from his POV, we see that the cradle is empty. He is now in a panic.

Axel: Oh fuck me! SARAH..WHERE ARE YOU?

He goes back into the hallway and stops still. He is looking off camera with a face full of fear. From his POV, we see there is another door, and it too is closed. He slowly walks over to the door and quietly twists the handle. 

Int: Room – Continuous.

From our POV, we see the door open slowly, creaking as it does. The camera moves close to him as the door opens wider. Suddenly, his face becomes a mask of shock and he falls to his knees screaming. From his POV, we see a young woman that has obviously been raped, beaten and gutted (Sarah). But the worst part is, there is a baby hanging from the ceiling, bleeding from a slashed throat. It is hung by it’s neck. Axel screams again and runs over to the child and unties the noose. He bends down on the floor and cradles the two bodies in his arms with tears of sadness and rage in his eyes. He looks across the room through teary eyes and from his POV, we see a message on the wall scrawled in blood. It reads: “Don’t fuck the dragon or the dragon fucks you!” He

Screams at the ceiling.







(CUT TO)

Ext: Misty valley – Dawn.

Axel smokes a cigarette while he stands by two man-made graves he dug himself. He holds two roses in his hands. 

Axel: What can I say? I have lost the two most important people in my life and 


It’s all my fault! (Crying) FUCK YOU GOD ALMIGHTY FOR THIS!


You have condemned me to Hell! How dare you let this happen? Why?


Sarah? I wish I could say something to undo the damage I have done.


I wish I could bring you and our child back! 

He falls flat on the graves, his face in the dirt.

Axel: WHY YOU? WHY NOT KILL ME?

He takes a deep breath and gets to his feet.

Axel: I owe you both more than this. You never questioned me, not once. You 


Didn’t ask any questions about what I did. All you did was love me


As a father, and as a husband. Everything you ever did for me is


Burned into my mind like a thorn in my brain. I wronged you both,


And instead of me paying the price, you did. For that, I owe you


My life. I swear on my own blood I will have our revenge!

He removes a pocketknife from his pocket and uses it to slash his hand open. He lets the blood drip over the two graves and places a rose next to both gravestones. He kisses both gravestones and walks away, not seeing the cloaked man looking on.



Insert card: “The man named Gino”



Insert card #2 THREE DAYS LATER

Ext: Field – Japan – Day.

Axel runs around a large open field without shoes on his feet. He sweats as he runs and runs, oblivious to the fact that there is a man watching. Axel comes to a line-up of three men made out of straw and wire. There is a Japanese Katana sword on the ground below them. He picks it up and waves it around. He slices one of the straw men’s heads off with a fast slice and kicks the other in the chest. He slices the third in half. He spins around with the sword after a noise startles him and brings the sword to the throat of a tall man with a ponytail. The blade stops half an inch from his throat and the man doesn’t flinch. Axel looks startled.

Gino: Who are you?

Axel: My name is Axel Mariachi.

Gino: Why are you on my property?

Axel: I-I’m sorry sir, I just needed to blow some steam.

Gino (Smiling): Clearly! What, are you Bruce Lee now? You know how to use 


That thing for real or would you like me to call my sister?

Axel: That won’t be necessary. 

He starts to leave. Gino walks next to him.

Gino: So, you blow steam often?

Axel: Look sir, I’m on your property, I get that. I’m going, so leave me alone!

Gino: I see. Okay Bruce, see you around!

Axel: Whatever!

Gino (Shouting after Axel): I saw you. I saw you bury your family Axel!

Axel stops walking, spins around and charges for Gino. Gino grabs him and flips him over his shoulder. He lands on the ground, staring at the sky. Gino helps him to his feet.

Axel: You shut your fucking mouth!

Gino: Who did it Axel?

Axel: Leave me alone!

Gino: Look, you want me to shut up, fine, I can respect a mans privacy. But


You might be interested to hear what I have to say.

Axel: I don’t want to hear shit from you!

Gino: I can help you Axel. But I’m not a pushy man. I live in the house on the 


Hill if you change your mind.

Gino walks away. Axel lowers his sword.






(CUT TO)

Ext: Hill – Night.

Axel walks up a long staircase leading to a Japanese style house. He gets to the door and it is open. He walks inside.

Int: House – Night.

Axel walks into a well lit room. The room has a fire place, a long table, several chairs and a few book cases. It also features a huge sword rack. He walks over to it. On the floor above, Gino watches him from a balcony. Axel looks at the many Japanese swords. He removes one from the rack and studies it.

Gino (Off-screen): That was my father’s.

Axel looks up startled and sees him. He smiles and turns back to the sword.

Axel: It’s beautiful.

Gino: The steel has been folded 200 times. It was his most treasured possession. 

Gino walks down a staircase and walks up behind Axel.

Gino: Would you like a drink?

Axel: Yes, thank you.

Gino hands him a bottle of tequila beer and he opens it. Gino motions him to join him is sitting down. They both sit on the chairs.

Axel: Who made all of them?

Gino: Ah, my old mentor, Jun Maro made two of them. I made the rest.

Axel: Bullshit!

Gino: True.

Axel: You’re a swordsmith?

Gino: I’m a lot more than that Axel.

Axel: Why were you watching me? When I was..

Gino: That’s what I do. I watch people.

Axel: So, your like a pervert that makes swords on the side huh?

Gino: No, I’m a sword maker that perves on the side!

Axel stares at him with a frown.

Gino: It was a joke Axel. 

Axel: Why were you watching me?

Gino: I heard you screaming from up here. What did you want me to do,


Tape it? Besides, I was bored.

Axel shakes his head. Gino looks serious.

Gino: Why don’t you tell me what happened?

Axel: Why do you want to know?

Gino: Call me a concerned citizen. 

Axel: I’ll call you an asshole if you don’t leave me alone.

Gino: Fine.

There is a brief moment of silence. Axel begins to cry.

Axel: It should’ve been me! I came home that night, so excited to see my wife and


Baby daughter! You know that feeling? Just before you open the door to


Your home, you’re psyching yourself up for hugs and kisses. That was all


I needed to make my day. But I walk inside, and we’d been broken into.


My first thought was, run! Run upstairs as fast as you can! I couldn’t


Find them anywhere. But, when I opened the bedroom..All I could see


Was their broken bodies! OH GOD!

He bursts into tears. Gino’s face falls and he covers his mouth.

Axel: I was hired by a man to kill someone. He must have been tied up with


A gang or something.

Gino: The Yakuza.

Axel: What? How do you know?

Gino: I had a few boys drop in here first. You must’ve really pissed someone off.

Axel: I have vowed my revenge. I will not stop until I have it!

Gino: Oh. So, you wanna be a tough guy now?

Axel: No. I want to kill them all.

Gino: The Yakuza? No offence friend, but are you fucking loco? 

Axel: I have to know who killed my family! I don’t care what I have to do to find


Out. I don’t care who I have to kill.

Gino: Good. Because guess what?

Axel: What?

Gino: You’re gonna have to spill some serious blood to get to the bottom of this


My friend!

Axel: You can help me.

Gino: Oh no.

Axel: You could train me to fight like you. Help me!

Gino: I dunno. I’m real pushy. And I kinda sense you don’t like that.

Axel: Please? I can pay you any amount!

Gino smiles and rubs his hand through his hair.

Gino: You know, a wise man once said that money can not buy the taste of blood.


You want a taste? I can help you get it. All it will cost you however is two


Things.

Axel: What?

Gino: Your mind and your patience. The men you seek are still out there. But


The length of time between you and them, depends on you. If I say


Jump, you say how high? Comprende?

Axel: Comprende.







(CUT TO)

Int: House – Room – Night.

Axel twists and turns in his sleep. He moans, obviously in the process of having a nightmare. After a few moments, he jolts up in his bed and we see his face is covered with sweat. He looks around the room and picks up the sword from beside his bed. He removes it from it’s scabbard and runs the blade along the inside of his hand, allowing blood to spill on the sheets. He closes his eyes and a single tear runs down his cheek.

Gino (Voice-over): Pain is the feeling that follows loss. Then comes suffering. 


From that point, you can choose several paths. One path leads to


Revenge, another leads to death, and another leads to insanity. Before


You even came into my home, I knew you would choose revenge.

Int: Dining room – Day.

Gino and Axel talk at a long table over breakfast.

Axel: How did you know?

Gino: Some things, you don’t need your eyes to see.

Axel: I see.

Gino: No, not yet. But by the end of today, things will look a little clearer.





Insert card: “Path of the warrior”

Ext: Field – Day.

Gino and Axel stand with their backs to one another. They both hold Katana swords in front of themselves and they both wear blindfolds. They also wear protective body armor.

Axel: This is fucking insane. 

Gino: This is what you need to know. In your quest, you may find yourself in


Dark places. The enemy does not always pay you the courtesy of


Revealing himself to you. That’s when you must rely on your other


Senses. What you can hear, what you can smell and what you can feel.


Your eyes can deceive you, and if you lose them in battle, you will


Become defenseless unless you know how to use your other senses.

Axel: It’s still fucking insane!

Gino: Now, come get me.

Gino moves as quiet as a ghost. He backs away right out of danger. Axel moves around the area he is in while Gino watches for a moment. Axel moves right and left looking for danger – without looking. In a heartbeat, Gino leaps at him with his sword and holds it to Axels throat.

Gino: Your dead. 

Axel: Shit!

Gino: No, it’s okay. Not even Bruce Lee got it right the first time. It takes


Practice. You weren’t concentrating then though. You need to


Let go of any thoughts you have up there and just feel me. Don’t


Try to see me, feel me.

Axel moves quickly at Gino, following the sound of his voice. Gino bends over backwards to avoid a lethal swipe from the sword which cuts through nothing but air. Axel stops still and listens to the sounds around him, the birds, the trees and very faintly, he can hear Gino breathing. He lunges at Gino quickly and his sword strikes Gino across the chest. He removes his blindfold, Gino is winded.

Axel: You’re dead!

Gino smiles.







(CUT TO)




Insert card: “Judas, Simon and a Chinese Warrior”

Int: Bar, Night.

A man named Judas sits on a barstool next to a younger man named Simon. They talk over drinks.

Simon: You wanted to talk, so talk.

Judas: Tell me about Elizabeth.

Simon: She ran away from the Yakuza two years ago. We tried to have her 


Assassinated, but she killed seven of our men. 

Judas: And you want my help? Why?

Simon: Because, you have friends in high places. The kind of friends that eat


Girls like Elizabeth Yubara for breakfast. 

Judas: I see.

Simon: What did you do about Mariachi?

Judas: It’s been taken care of.

Simon: Is he dead?

Judas: He will be. Soon enough.

Simon: If he isn’t dead, then I don’t understand how it’s been taken care of 


Judas.

Judas: Let’s just say, if he doesn’t get the message, he’s dumber than I thought.

Simon: What did you do?

Judas (Smiling): Oh, I just got a little even.

Simon: Well, good. Now, about the matter of Yubara, what will we do?

Judas: First of all, find her. Then, use your imagination.





(CUT TO)

Ext: Street – Night.

A pretty Chinese girl gets into a Taxi on the street. This is Elizabeth Yubara. She looks on the seat next to her and rolls her eyes. The camera slides over, and we see Gino sitting next to her.

Gino: Hello Elizabeth.

Elizabeth: What the Hell do you want?

Gino: There’s someone I’d like you to meet.







BLACKOUT
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