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I NT. TINA'S HOUSE. LIVI NG ROOM DAY

TINA, |ate 40s, confident |ooking, with hair blowdried to
perfection, is half-watching sone grimnews on TV while
eating a bow of sal ad.

She fleetingly | ooks through the wi ndow - her eyes neet
sonet hi ng.

EXT. TINA'S HOUSE. CONTI NUOUS.

A taxi parks up outside the house. JAYNE, md 30s, |ovely
I ong hair, slender but drained, enmerges fromthe taxi.

I NT. HOUSE. CONTI NUOUS.

Tina junps to her feet and hastily places the bow wth sal ad
on the coffee table.

EXT. HOUSE. CONTI NUQOUS.

The TAXI DRI VER pulls a massive suitcase out of the boot.
Jayne hel ps her daughter DAISY, 2 y.o0., out of the taxi.
| NT. LIVING ROOM EVEN NG

Tina and Jayne sit on the sofa, serious-faced, Daisy plays
w th buil ding bl ocks.

TI NA
(to Jayne)
You're going to report him aren't
you?
JAYNE

He never touched ne, so..

TI NA
He | ocked you in the bedroom It's an
of fence - false inprisonnent!

JAYNE
It's ny word agai nst his.

TI NA
(urgent)
From now on, you need to report
everything. You need to collect
evi dence to prove that he's been
abusi ve towards you.



JAYNE
| f he beats me bl ack and bl ue then
"1l report him otherwise | can't see
t he point.

TI NA
(urgent)
He has an anger problem Most
probably, Daisy shouldn't be left with
hi m unsuper vi sed.

JAYNE
God, you're professionally deforned...

Ti na sighs and shakes her head with frustration.

TI NA
This conversation is pointless..
(turns to Daisy) Wiat shall we build,
Dai sy? A house? A tower? A tower wll
be easier.

Tina gets down on her knees and starts stacking up the
bui | di ng bl ocks.

Jayne trying hard to conpose herself..

JAYNE
| can't believe | did it. | alnost
chi ckened out when | started packing.
For a monment | had a horrible feeling,
like I was | ooking death in the face.

TI NA
|"'mglad you did it. You' re welcone to
stay here until you sort yourself out.

JAYNE
| don't know how | will ever repay
you.

TI NA

Don't be silly. It's good to have sone

conpany, (looks at Daisy) isn't it,

Dai sy?
Dai sy takes one of the wooden blocks and throws it at Tina.
EXT. ALLOTMENTS. DAY

Tina opens a little woden gate. She's dressed smart and is a



conplete msfit in her chaotic allotnent - piles of branches,
an old bath, a couple of real |ooking scarecrows...

She unl ocks the padl ock on her shed, takes out an old fishing
chair and sits down under a tree. She exhales with relief -
it's just her and her kingdom

I NT. TINA'S HOUSE. LI VI NG ROOM EVEN NG
Ti na and Jayne watching Dinner Date on TV...
Jayne is halfway through a bottle of cheap w ne.

Daisy is asleep on an inflatable mattress in the m ddl e of
the room a sweet little angel

JAYNE
Are you sure you don't want any w ne?

TI NA

(uptight)
|"msure. And you've had enough today.

JAYNE
You're right. At least | never needed
any drugs. Booze always did enough for
me. Kept ne alive, | reckon.

Tina wants to object, when - the doorbell goes.

TI NA
Who the heck is it this |late?

Jayne doesn't seemto care.
| NT. HALLWAY. CONTI NUQOUS.
Ti na opens the door and freezes.

TI NA
H Phil.

| ndeed, PHIL, md 40, arrogant and entitled, hands in his
trouser pockets, is facing Tina.

PHI L
Hi .

TI NA
What's up?



PHI L
| s Jayne here?

TI NA
O course she's not. And it's bl oody
| ate. Go hone!
Tina shuts the door on himin a hurry.

TI NA
Shit.

EXT. ALLOTMENTS. DAY

Birds sing |like crazy.

Daisy is playing with soil, her clothes dirty.
Jayne sitting nearby, looking lost...

Tina digs out sone carrots.

TI NA
Look at these babies! These are all ny
children

JAYNE

You' re bonker s!

Dai sy runs off, into the nearby shed, unnoticed.

JAYNE
(to Tina)
Aren't you scared here?
TI NA
No.
JAYNE

You coul d get nurdered here.

TI NA
Nobody knows about this plot. It's
call ed Secret Garden for a reason.

Al'l of a sudden, Daisy's frightened SQUEALI NG cones out of
t he shed.

Jayne and Tina rush to see what's happened.



| NT. SHED. CONTI NUQUS
JAYNE
(to Daisy)
What's up, sweetie pie?

Ti na gl ances over the tools hanging on the walls - spades,
forks, a bow saw...

TI NA
| hope nothing fell on her.

Dai sy keeps crying.

DAl SY
(poi nti ng)

Spi der.
TI NA
(relieved)

Oh, don't be scared of spiders, Daisy.
Spiders are harm ess. It's PEOPLE you
shoul d be scared of.

Jayne gives Tina a stern look. She lifts Daisy and carries
her out si de.

JAYNE (O 9S)
Don't say such weird things in front
of ny child!

TI NA
| nmeant certain kind of people... Not

peopl e in general.

Ti na opens her nouth to say sonething nore in her defence but
no sound comes out.

I NT. TINA'S HOUSE. LIVING ROOM EVEN NG

Ti na, wearing her dressing gown, enters the roomand stops in
her tracks.

Jayne and Daisy are lying on an inflatable double mattress on
the floor, covered with a duvet. Daisy is asleep, the TV
still blares.

TI NA
(unconfortabl e)
You want to hit the sack already?



JAYNE
| " m knacker ed.
TI NA
| guess I'll go a read ny book..
JAYNE
Thanks.
TI NA
Shall | turn the TV off?
JAYNE
No, it's fine. | need sonme background

noise to fall asleep.

TI NA
(bossily)
But I'Il turn the lanmp off...
Ti na makes her way to the lanp in the corner, by the w ndow,
and turns it off. She pulls the edge of the curtain aside and
peers out si de.

TI NA
He' s gone now.
JAYNE
| know.
TI NA
How | ong was he sitting there today?
A beat .
JAYNE
|"'mnot sure. Do you think he knows
" m here?
TI NA

(confident)
No. He doesn't know. He just displays
typi cal threatening behaviour. Log it
in your journal. (beat) He will nove
on.

JAYNE
| think | amthe one who's going to
nmove on. To a friend s house.



Ti na taken by surprise.

TI NA
Do | know her?

JAYNE
You've net him H's nane is Gavin.

TI NA
Oh. Isn't he... Phil's friend?

JAYNE
Not quite... Phil doesn't have
friends. Gavin lives on his own, so..

TI NA
You' ve gone nad!
JAYNE
Thanks.
TI NA
Come on, Jayne... You don't want to

nove in with a bl oke just because he
has an enpty house! You should settle
down with Dai sy, concentrate on being
a not her. ..

JAYNE
| wouldn't be able to |ive alone. |
don't know how you do it. It just
seens such a ni ght mare!

TI NA
What do you nean, nightmare? Does it
really look Iike I'mthe one whose
life is a nightmare?

JAYNE
You talk to the vegetables in your
al | ot ment!
TI NA
(uptight)
This conversation is pointless. |I'm

going to bed. Good night.

Tina | eaves the room



| NT. BEDROOM CONTI NUQUS

Tina lying in her bed with an open book but staring into the
ceiling. The TV blaring through the wall..

TI NA
(under her breath)
Bi t ch!

She sl ans the book shut and turns the bedside |anp off.
I NT. TINA'S HOUSE. DAY

Tina frantically |l ooking for sonmething in the kitchen
draws. ..

She grabs her phone and punches sone buttons.

TI NA
(into the phone)

H Jayne. How are you doing? | can't
find my allotnment keys. You haven't
seen them sonewhere before you |eft,
did you? (A beat). Ckay, don't worry,
And how s things with you? Has Phi

gi ven you the child maintenance yet?

Ti na frowns.

Have you applied for that collection
action? (Beat) You can apply for
energency loan if you don't have noney
for food, electricity and other basic
t hings. But booze is not a basic

t hi ng, Jayne, and | can hear that

you' ve been drinking! (Beat). Can you
hear ne? Are you still there?

Jayne sighs, puts her phone down and shakes her head in
di sbel i ef .

I NT. TINA'S HOUSE. LI VI NG ROOM DAY.

Tina sits at the coffee table, in her smart office clothes,
the dinner on the plate in front of her. She pours sonme white
sauce over the fish and vegetabl es. The presentation is

i mmacul ate. She grabs her phone and takes a photo of her

nmeal .

Just as she grabs her cutlery, ready to dig in, her phone
rings.



TI NA
(mutters)
Oh for God's sake.

She hesitates a second or two before reaching for the phone.

TI NA
Hel | 0?

Said in a cold, apprehensive way.

CALLER (O S.)
Ms WIson?

TI NA
Speaki ng.

CALLER (O S.)
| am DC Marvel from Redhill police
station. I'mafraid | need to talk to
you in regards to a m ssing child.

TI NA
VWhat m ssing child?

CALLER (O S.)
Dai sy Brown. W believe her nother and
you are very good friends.

Tina's nouth opens in shock. She wants to say sonet hi ng but
no sound cones out.

I NT. TINA'S HOUSE. LI VI NG ROOM LATER

Tina, still in her smart cl othes, and a POLI CEMAN and
PCLI CEMOVAN, sit on the settee in the living room

TI NA
Si nce when has Dai sy been m ssing?

POLI CEMAN
Si nce yesterday, around 1pm which is
along time for a 2-year-old.

TI NA
How?

POLI CEWOVAN
She di sappeared fromthe back garden.
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TI NA
Did she just wander off?

POLI CEMAN
W don't know. ..

I NT. TINA'S HOUSE. LI VI NG ROOM EVEN NG
Tina sits on the sofa, her smart cl ot hing now somewhat

creased, phone at her ear, half-enpty bottle of wi ne and an
enpty wi ne glass on the coffee table.

TI NA
They didn't even arrest him did they?
JAYNE
(drunken | augh)
Not vyet.
TI NA
Are you drunk again?
JAYNE
On fuck of. I'mdistressed, that's
what | am
TI NA

Did you tell them everything? How he
snmeared his shit all over the walls of
t hat conpany's new toil ets when he
didn't get pronoted?

Agai n, Jayne's |augh in the phone.
TI NA
You have to stop drinking and
| aughi ng. You child is m ssing and you
are | aughi ng!

The phone goes dead. Tina reaches for her bottle.

I NT. TINA'S HOUSE. BEDROOM NI GHT
Ti na asl eep in her bed.

The doorbell. Tina awakes, sits up in her bed. Puts the |ight
on and rubs her eyes.

The doorbell goes again. She checks the tinme on her bedside
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alarmclock - 2am She sits up

TI NA
(mutters)
Fucki ng hel |!

I NT. LI'VING ROOM CONTI NUOUS

Through the sem -darkness, Tina creeps to the w ndow. She
peeks out through a gap between the curtains - there's a
pol i ce van outsi de.

She pulls a curtain open, trying to nake the sense of things.
BANG NG on her front door.

POLICE (O S.)
Open the door! We are the police! W
have a warrant!

Terror in Tina s face.
| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON. LATER

Two cops hang onto Tina's every word. A good and a bad cop.
She | ooks worn out yet defiant.

TI NA
| had a busy week at work. So |
haven't been to ny allotnment for five
days. Plus, | couldn't find ny
al l ot nent keys. Plus, nmy friend's
child has gone m ssing, which kept

ne. ..
COoP 1
Well, she's not mssing any nore.
TI NA
Sorry?
COoP 1
She' s been found.
TI NA
(surprised)

VWhen?

Silence. Both police officers are bad cops now.
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TI NA
| s she okay, or...

COP 1
She's doing fine, considering..

TI NA
Did her father take her?

COoP 2
Not hi ng suggests that he did.

Both officers keep |ooking at Tina, who is reaching boiling
poi nt .

TI NA
| hope you don't think that that | had
sonething to do with her
di sappear ance!

COoP 2
Well, the fact is that your friend' s
daughter was found | ocked up in your
shed.

Tina | aughs, half outraged, half desperate.

TI NA
What shed? Didn't the guys who
arrested ne tell you that | have no
shed in ny pitiful back garden?

COoP 2
Dai sy was found in the shed in your
al | ot ment .

The disbelief in Tina's eyes.

COP 1
Is it true that you refer to your
allotnent as ' Secret Garden'?

TI NA
(def ensi ve)
Everybody refers to it that way!
Li sten. You are barking at the wong
three here. You need to go and arrest
Dai sy's father!

CoP 1
And how do you think he woul d manage
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to padl ock his daughter in your shed?

CoP 2
And why would he do it?

TI NA
To have control. To have control over
his wife and child. And to franme ne.

Ti na al nost fanatical about her words.

CoP 2
How woul d he get hold of the padl ock
key?
Ti na t hi nki ng. .
TI NA

| need a |ayer...
| NT. HOLDI NG CELL. N GHT

Tina sits on the edge of the bed. Metal and tiles around her.
Her hair is greasy at the roots and her eyes are lifeless.

| NT. POLI CE STATI ON. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM DAY
TINA'S LAYER is a scrawny nman with a nervous vi be.

TINA' S LAYER
You're going to be rel eased.

TI NA
(1 ooks at the Cop 1)
Am | ?
COP 1
Yes.

Tina slowly exhales, with relief. Tries to keep her enotions
under control

TI NA
(bossi ly)
Have you arrested Daisy's father?

TINA'S LAWER
(nervous)
Your friend, the little girl's nmum
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has been arrested.

TI NA
Jayne? What for?

CoP 1
Several charges. She's our main
suspect at the nonent.

TI NA
Her husband is trying to frane her.

TINA'S LAWER
Her husband' s been arrested too. He's
been charged with the murder of Gavin
Pascal |, Jayne Brown's partner.

Ti na opens her nmouth, want to say sonmething... No sound cones
out. ..

I NT. TINA'S HOUSE - EVEN NG

Tina sitting on her sofa. Relieved. She turns the TV on.
Grabs a plate with a mcrowave di nner and puts it on her |ap.

The News come on

PRESENTER (V. Q)
The father of the toddl er Daisy Brown,
who was | ocked up in a shed for al nost
two days, has been charged with the
nmurder of his wife's new partner Gavin
Pascal | .

Tina's rel axed deneanour di sappears. She is staring at the
screen, trying to nmake sense of things again..

I NT. PRISON. VISITORS HALL. DAY

Jayne sits on a plastic chair opposite Tina... They are
divided by a little plastic table and wall of awkwardness.

TI NA
Any news about Phil, since he was
arrested?

Said in a careful tone. Jayne shakes her head.



JAYNE
| don't want to know now, when
everything's gone tits up..

TI NA
(di shonest)
| don't blame you...

JAYNE
When Dai sy upset ne, | could see him
in her, you know... Narrow m nded,

spiteful, selfish..

Tina's caring face changes into a concerned one.

TI NA

Every child acts like that...
JAYNE
(spiteful)

How did you beconme an expert on
par enti ng?

TI NA
Tal king to the vegetables in ny
al | ot ment!
Jayne smrks.

Tina gets to her feet. Fights hard to keep her dignified
posture.

TI NA
|"d better go.
Jayne unf azed.
JAYNE

Well, there's plenty of parenting
experts like you in this world. People
who know how special is the bond

bet ween the nother and the child, even
t hough they never had a child.

TI NA
|"m | eaving. This conversation is
poi ntless...

JAYNE

O course it's a special bond, but
when |ife beconmes unbearable... (looks

15.



at Tina) Wuld you | ook after Daisy?

Ti na stops dead. Waits for whatever comes next.

JAYNE
| nmean, would you take her into your
care, now that she has both parents
banged up?
Ti na exhales and slowy sits down.

EXT. PLAYGROUND. DAY

Ti na pushing Dai sy on a baby sw ng.

TI NA

Do you want to go higher, Daisy?
- DAISY
(gi ggling)

Hi gher, hi gher, Mimmy!
END

16.



