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Scene 1

Ender narrating

There is a popular saying that goes “Like father, like son.” The saying was no different for a father son team Pipo and Libo Figueira. One mourning they observed seven male pequeninos in a clearing northeast of the gate near their home. Rooter was among them. He continued to ask them direct questions that, per directives from Starways Congress, we are not allowed to answer. It is in these moments of truth-seeking, when the pequeninos are struggling to understand, that they seem most human-like. Needless to say, Pipo and Libo evaded Rooter’s questions divulged nothing. There are a thousand question they had about the pequeninos, but Pipo and Libo had the abide by congressional law, hold their tongues, and only observe.
Text fade in. SUMMIT ENTERTAINMENT AND LIONSGATE PICTURES PRESENT IN ASSOCIATION WITH CHARTOFF PRODUCTIONS, TALESWAPPER, ODDLOT ENTERTAINMENT, K/O PAPER PRODUCTS, DIGITAL DOMAIN, AND ORSON SCOTT CARD.

Text fade out.

Text fade in. THE ENDER’S GAME SAGA: SPEAKER OF THE DEAD.

Text fade out.

Fade into exterior forest on the planet Lusitania near the town of Milagre. We see pequeninos, including Rooter, mentioned during Ender’s narration being observed by Pipo and Libo. Rooter is doing a headstand with Pipo watching while sitting down Indian style. The pequeninos look like cocker spaniels with a pig’s nose and the bottom of a turtle shell for their stomach.
Rooter

Look, Pipo. I can stand on my head.

Pipo

So you are an acrobat now?

Full body shot (FBS) of Rooter who starts sitting down the same way as Pipo.

Rooter

Ac-ro-bat. What I did? There are people do what I did for work?

Medium shot (MS) of Rooter and Pipo.

Pipo

Um—Come now, Rooter, show me another trick.

Rooter

You did not answer the question Pipo.

Medium shot from slightly behind Pipo as Rooter stands up and points a Pipo.

Rooter

You never answer the questions Rooter asks.

Long shot of Pipo and Rooter with Libo and other pequeninos in the background.

Pipo

Libo and I have come out here to watch you and the pequeninos. Rooter, we want to learn.

Rooter

You watch us, but we can not watch you.

Pipo

You are watching me now.

Wide angle shot (WAS) of Rooter climbing a near by tree.

Rooter

Not here. I want to see where Pipo and Libo eat and sleep.

WAS of Rooter looking at the building of Milagre

Rooter

Over the wall.

Low angle shot (LAS) of Pipo looking up at Rooter.

Pipo

I cannot take you into the village Rooter. You know that.

Rooter

Can you bring the beast that runs over the grass without touching the ground? The others do not believe that I saw one.

MS of Rooter climbing down and walking over to Pipo.

Pipo

Where did you see this beast?

Rooter

From up in the tree. I can see over the wall a little.

Close up (CU) of Pipo.

Pipo

I am sorry Rooter. I cannot show you that.

LAS of Rooter and Pipo. Rooter turns his back to Pipo.
Rooter

You never show us anything. You never lets us past your fence and into your village to study you.

LAS of Pipo getting up and Libo turning around.

Pipo

Come Libo. It is time to go.

Cut to exterior just outside the forest. Wide angle shot (WAS) of Pipo and Libo walking.

Libo

What happened father?

Pipo

Rooter asked to see a speeder.

Close up of Pipo and Libo.

Libo

A speeder!

Pipo

He saw one over the wall.

Medium shot of Pipo and Libo.

Libo

Should we report this?

Pipo

Scientist throughout the hundred worlds read our notes Libo. Once Starways Congress got wind of this, they might limit our contact with the pequeninos.

CU of Pipo.

Pipo

The law clearly states that we can not reveal any science or technology to them. So no, we do not report it.

MS of Pipo and Libo next to a door surrounded by a fence. Pipo pushes a button to open the door.

Libo

Then what do we do? We can not cut the tree down.

Pipo

No. Their father trees are sacred to them.

MS of Pipo and Libo entering Milagre through the gate.

Pipo (cont)

And we can not show them an axe or a saw anyway. We would be in the same predicament.

Scene 2

Cut to interior Zenador Station. Novinha is looking at a holograph of a dead pequenino with a tree growing from its stomach as Pipo and Libo walk in.

Novinha

Good. You are back. I have some questions about this death ritual the pequeninos perform.

MS of Libo and Novinha.

Libo

You are a xenobiologist Novinha. Crazy alien death rituals are outside your field of study.

Novinha

My first question is why. 

Long shot of Pipo, Libo, and Novinha.

Novinha (cont)

Why do they eviscerate their own kind, remove their organs, and plant a tree in the corpse? Should we take a tissue sample the next time this happens?

Close up of Pipo.

Pipo

Absolutely not. Libo, run on home. I’ll catch up.

Close up of Libo and Novinha.

Libo

Now you have done it.

Medium shot Pipo and Novinha with a holographic image of a dead pequenino with its stomach ripped open and a plant growing out of it.

Pipo

Taking tissue samples would introduce biological science to them thousands of years before they discover it themselves. Then Starways Congress would shut us down.

Novinha

But you have been observing them for years, and we hardly know anything.

Close up of Pipo and Novinha.

Pipo

Novinha, I love you as if you were my own daughter. From the way you and Libo look at each other I believe that one day you will be.

Close up of Pipo.

Pipo (cont)

But we must obey the law. Only Libo and I can go past the fence.

Close up of Pipo and Novinha.

Novinha

I’m not asking to—

Pipo

The more you study pequenino behavior, the more you will want to meet them. I cannot allow that.

Close up of a picture of Novinha as a little girl with her parents.

Pipo (cont)

Your parents would be proud of you Novinha. If they had not controlled the Descolada Virus, this colony would have died years ago.

Close up of Pipo putting his right hand on Novinha’s head and holding her right hand with the other.

Pipo

You are honoring them by continuing their work. Focus on that and leave the piggies to us.

Medium shot of Novinha from over Pipo’s shoulder bringing up a holograph of a DNA strand.

Novinha

That reminds me. I have been analyzing the genetic structure of the suckflies and the reeds along the river. Near as I can tell, every cell of every species native to the planet has the Descolada agent.

Medium shot of Pipo and Novinha from their right.

Pipo

What does the Descolada do?

Novinha

It releases a protein that unzips the DNA. Watch.

Close up of a simulation of the Descolada does.

Novinha (cont o.s.)

In humans the DNA tries to recombine. But the other proteins get in the way. That is why it nearly wiped out the colony.

Medium shot of Pipo, Novinha, and the simulation.

Pipo
But in native species, like the reed and the fly it is the same thing.

Novinha

What is the same thing?

Close up of Pipo grabbing his coat.

Pipo

Do not show Libo the simulation until I get back. I want to see if he can figure out the answer to the big one, the answer to everything.

Cut to exterior outside Zenador Station. Pipo runs out into the rainy weather.

Novinha

Where are you going?

Pipo

To ask the pequeninos if I am right of course.

Cut to exterior. Somewhere in Milagre.
Medium shot of a hooded figure running through the rainy weather.

Birds eye shot of the same figure approaching a building.

Extreme close up of the hand knocking on the door.

Medium shot of Libo opening it.

Libo

Novinha. What are you doing out in the rain?

Close up of Novinha.

Novinha

Your father left four hours ago to see the piggies and has not come back.

Cut to exterior the gate. Long shot of Libo and Novinha passing through it.

Libo
Father!

Cut to exterior the forest. Libo and Novinha stumble across a horrifying sight.

Libo

No!

Medium shot of the two of them kneeling down next to the body of a man whose insides have been ripped out and a plant in his mouth. It is Pipo and he is dead.

Cut to interior Zenador Station. Medium shot of Novinha.

Novinha

Computer, what did Pipo see in the simulation?

Computer

Unknown.

Close up of Novinha and the simulation as it unfolds. She notices that there is something odd about the DNA strand.

Novinha

I cannot let Libo see this. Whatever Pipo saw, the piggies killed him for it. Erase the simulation.

Computer

Request denied. No data maybe erased, by order of Starways Congress.
Novinha

Okay. Lock the simulation deep in my personal files.

Computer

Simulation encrypted and filed.

Novinha

Good.

Medium shot of Novinha turning around and noticing something. There is a shelf of books in the background.

Novinha

Wait. If Libo and I were to marry, could he access these files?

Computer

Legal spouses have full access.

Close up Novinha striking the book shelf. All the books fall.

Novinha

No!

Low shot of Novinha fall into a sitting position on the floor with a red book in front of her.

Extreme close of Novinha’s hand grabbing the book.

Close up of Novinha opening the book.

Novinha

Computer, how do I request a speaker for the dead?

Cut to black.
Scene 3
Text fade in. TWENTY-TWO YEARS LATER.

Text fade out.

Fade into interior shuttle. Long shot of a man and an AI woman looking down upon Lusitania.

AI Woman

Welcome to Lusitania, Ender.

The man is indeed Andrew “Ender” Wiggin.

Ender

Thank you Jane. 
Medium shot of Ender.

Ender (cont)

So, if we have traveled twenty-two light-years, that would make Novinha what, thirty-nine years old now? She has waited a long time for a speaker. And to think I accepted her invitation a week ago.

Medium shot of Jane and Ender as Ender walks up to his bed where a box is lying down on the floor next to it.

Jane

That is relativity Ender. Travel at the speed of light, and a week to you is twenty-years to everyone else. You are like a stone skipping across the lake of time.

Medium shot of Ender opening up the box and putting stuff in it. Jane is next to him looking like she is sitting on an invisible chair.

Ender

How old am I by normal time?

Jane

During your thirty-five relative years, three thousand, four hundred, and fifteen Earth years have passed.

Close up of Jane.

Jane (cont)

Even if you told people you were Ender Wiggin, no one would believe you.

Close up of Ender packing his belongings while Jane is now sitting on something invisible Indian style and reading a book.
Ender

Which is why I go by Andrew.
Jane
Best that you do. Your book The Hive Queen has turned you into one of the most despised human beings in history. Ender Wiggin is no longer the savior of the world. He is the cruel and heartless xenocide who murdered an entire alien race. I will give you credit for one. You sure can destroy a reputation.

Medium shot of Ender with Jane now standing.

Oh and pack some extra clothes. This is going to take longer than you think. During our flight, two of Navinha’s children requested a speaker for the dead.

Close up of Ender in shock.

Ender

Two more request? Who died?

Medium shot of Ender, Jane, and the holographic images of two men.

Jane

Novinha’s husband Marcao and her friend Libo were both killed the same way as Libo’s father.

The holographic image turns into one of the three victims at the scene of their death.

Jane
They are debating a quarantine. All the hundred worlds are troubled.

Exterior shot of Ender’s shuttle approaching the planet.

Ender (o.s.)
Then we do not have a moment to lose.

Scene 4
Cut to interior cockpit. Medium shot. Ender is at the flight controls with Jane next to him.

Ender

Listen to everything Jane. And speak to me through my ear jewel.

Jane

I have been with you for twelve years Ender. I would never leave you for an instant just as you would never leave me. You have brought the Hive Queen cocoon I noticed.

Ender

The colonists are confined to a walled village. Maybe there is room for the Hive Queen here. It is a big planet.

Jane

Assuming the pequeninos do not mind.

Ender

Another reason why it is crucial we find out why they killed Pipo and Libo. I cannot believe it was malicious. I have read Pipo’s notes. The pequeninos loved him.

Jane

Yes. Loved him so much they sliced him open and tossed his innards on the grass.

Ender

Maybe we do not understand them yet Jane. I did not understand the Formics until after I destroyed their entire planet and learned that many people and an entire species were killed believing that it was a simulation for my Graduation Battle.
Jane

That is why no one but you knows that I exist. I revealed myself to you because you proved with the Formics that you could understand strange alien life.

Ender

You are not strange Jane. You are a miracle. A sentient being the only one its kind, living in the philotic web. Not a ghost. Not a computer. A real person. And my only remaining friend.

Medium shot of Jane wearing 19th century clothing.

Jane

Goodness Mr. Wiggin. You do make a lady blush.

Cut to exterior. The shuttle has entered Lusitania’s atmosphere and is approaching Milagre.

Ender (o.s.)

We are coming up on Milagre. Anymore I should know?

Jane (o.s.)

It is a catholic city. There is a mayor, but the true power is Bishop Peregrino. He requested that you meet him at the landing pad.

Close up of Ender and Jane.
Ender

Let me guess, he is not too keen on a speaker for the dead coming.

Jane

He thinks you are an infidel and a tool of satan. Expect a warm bubbly reception.

Ender

Joy. Better disappear, Jane. Ear jewel from here on out.

Scene 5
Cut to exterior. Landing pad. Bishop Peregrino is waiting for Ender.

Medium shot. Ender kneels down and bows to Peregrino.

Close up of Ender kissing Peregrino’s ring.

Peregrino

I bless you, my son. Even though I am not sure whether you mock me with this obeisance.

Medium of Ender and Pregrino. Ender stands up.

Ender

No mockery, Bishop Peregrino. My father was catholic. He even baptized me, though he did not raise me in his faith.

Cut to exterior. Long shot of what looks like a Downtown Milagre that resembles Rio de Janeiro. Ender and Peregrino are walking through it.
Peregrino
I hope your stay on Lusitania will be pleasant and brief.

Ender

A speaker’s task is not always easy Bishop Peregrino. I must learn the truth before I can speak it.

Medium shot Ender and the Bishop walking from their right.

Pregrino

Christ is the speaker of truth Mr. Wiggin. The gospels have harsh words and warnings for those who claim otherwise.

Long shot of Ender and the Bishop standing.

Ender

I hope you will not think of me as a false prophet or a wolf in sheep’s clothing. I have not come to proselytize. My purpose is to perform a service Starways Congress recognizes as legal and permissible.

Medium shot of Ender and the Bishop walking again.

Peregrino

Then by all means, do not allow me to impede you.

Close up of the Bishop

Peregrino (cont)

I would not want to delay your departures.

Scene 6
Cut to exterior. Town Plaza one hour later. Ender spots Novinha shopping.

Medium shot of Ender and Novinha.

Ender

Novinha Ribiera? I am Andrew Wiggin. Speaker for the dead.

Novinha

Yes. I heard that your ship had arrived. I am sorry that there is no easy way to say this.

Close up of Novinha.

Novinha (cont)

I no longer need your services. Forgive me for making you come all this way.
Close up of Ender.

I have traveled twenty-two light-years Novinha. All so I could speak the truth about Pipo.

Extreme close up of Novinha.

Novinha

Never. I will never let that happen.

Medium shot of Novinha turning and walking away from Ender.

Long shot of Ender standing.

Jane (o.s.)

That went well.

Close up of Ender.

Jane (o.s. cont)

Whatever she is hiding Ender, she is not going to make it easy for you to find out.

Ender

You did not see her eyes Jane. There was pain and guilt there.

Jane (o.s.)

And what do eyes like that look like?

Medium shot of Ender.

Ender

Mine.

Long shot of Ender as he starts walking.

Ender (cont)

Her eyes look like mine.
Scene 7
Cut to interior Ender’s shuttle. Zoom in on Ender as he sleeps.

Ender narrating

Under the name Demosthenes, my sister Valentine wrote a letter to the Framlings. She said that since we are not yet fully comfortable with the idea that people from the next village are as human as ourselves, it is presumptuous in the extreme to suppose we could ever look at sociable, tool-making creatures who arose from other evolutionary paths and see not beasts or rivals, but brothers or fellow pilgrims journeying to the shrine of intelligence. That is what she yearned to and did see.

Cut to full body shot of the unhatched Formic Queen.

Formic Queen

Ender, the giant slayer, and speaker for the dead, hear us.

Cut to medium shot of the Queen handing Ender the planet Lusitania.

Formic Queen (cont)
Lusitania is everything we need. Free us.

Ender

This is a dream. You are putting these thought in my mind.

Cut to close up of Ender.

Ender (cont)

You are not a full-grown Queen yet. You are still in your cocoon.

Switch back to medium of the Queen and Ender.

Formic Queen

Free us. We have waited so long.

Ender

Maybe Lustiania is the place, I do not know.

Medium shot of both from behind Ender’s left shoulder.

Formic Queen

It is. Please Ender, for the survival of my species, you must see for yourself.

Cut to exterior. The Queen and Ender are hovering over the forest. Milagre is in the background.
Formic Queen (cont)

There is room to flourish. It is safe from human beings.

Close up of Ender and the Queen.

You are the only eyes and arms and legs we have. Forgive us if we are impatient.

Ender

Me, forgive you.

Long shot of the silhouettes of Ender and the Queen with a blue sky and white clouds in the background.

Formic Queen

Your people are fools. We know the truth. We know who killed us and it was not you. 

Close up of the Queen.

Formic Queen (cont)
You were a tool and for that we forgive you.

Medium shot of Ender and the Queen holding hands.

Ender

When you walk on the face of a world again, then I can be forgiven.

Scene 8
Cut to exterior. Ender’s shuttle as it over looks Milagre.

Jane (o.s.)

Good.

Cut to interior. Medium shot of Ender’s shuttle. Ender is just getting out of bed. Jane has a map pulled up.

Jane (cont)

You are awake.

Ender

I am just barely. What am I looking at Jane? Milagre?

Cut to close up of a portion of the map. Jane is pointing to a spot.

Jane

Only the western corner of it. I have mapped a route to the Zenador Station.

Ender

The main research facility where Novinha worked with Pipo and Libo.

Cut to medium shot of Ender and Jane looking at the map.

Jane

Before Pipo’s death yes. Libo was still working there up to the day he died.

Ender

Who are the xenologers now?

The holographic images of two people appear in front of Ender. One male, the other female.
Jane (o.s.)

One is Miro. Novinha and Marcao’s eldest son. He asked that you speak Libo’s death.

Ender

And the other?

Close up of Miro and the girl. Miro puts his head on her shoulder.

Jane (o.s.)

Ouanda. She is Libo’s daughter.

Ender

Isn’t she a dream?

The holographic images disappear and Jane reappears.

Ender (cont)
Both very young.

Jane

Libo was the primary researcher. They were his assistants. With Libo gone, they run the show.

Long shot of Jane and Ender. Ender grabs his jacket.

Ender

Will they let me see the pequeninos?

Jane

Only one way to find out.

Scene 9
Cut to interior Zenador Station. Medium shot of Ender, Ouanda, and Miro.

Ouanda

No way. That is not going to happen. Starways Congress allows two people to see the piggies and they are Miro and me. If we break that rule they will shut us down.

Medium shot from behind Ender’s right shoulder.

Miro

Ouanda, the piggies asked to see him.

Ender

The piggies asked for me?

Close up of Ouanda.

Ouanda

That does not matter. We cannot allow it.

Close up of Ender.

Ender
How do the pequeninos even know that I am on Lusitania?

Medium shot of all three. Ouanda reaches into a drawer for a book.

Miro

They saw your shuttle come down.

Ouanda

Miro told them you were a speaker. But the piggies misunderstood and now think that you are the original speaker for the dead.

Close up of Ouanda and the book. It is The Hive Queen.

Ouanda (cont)

The one who wrote The Hive Queen. Which would be ridiculous because it was written three thousand years ago.

Close up of Ender.

Ender

You showed them the book.

Medium of Ouanda and Miro looking at each other.

Miro

Actually, we gave them a copy.

Close up of Ender.

Ender

They have read it.

Medium shot of all three turning to a computer. Miro brings up a picture of the piggies reading it on the monitor.

Miro

They have incorporated it into their religion actually. They treat it like a holy book.

Medium shot of Miro and Ender from their left.

Miro (cont)

Now they claim the Hive Queen herself is talking to them. They say that you are the real speaker.

Close up of Miro.

Miro (cont)

They say you have got the Hive Queen with you.

Close up of Miro.

Miro (cont)

They believe that you are going to bring the Hive Queen to live with them and that she will teach them about star flight.

Medium shot of all three.

Ender

Have they said how the Hive Queen speaks to them?

Ouanda

Through the trees.

Close up of Ender.

Ender

The trees?

Medium shot of the three from behind as they look at holographic images of the trees.
Miro

The trees of Lusitania are sacred to them. They name them, talk to them, and worship them. They even plant a sapling in the bodies they eviscerate.

Medium shot of the three from in front.

Ouanda

Except when they killed my grandfather and father, the piggies did not plant anything in them they just left them there bleeding.

Ender

Why? Why kill Pipo and Libo?

Close up of Miro.

Miro

We do not know. We hardly know anything. Our research area is restricted to one square kilometer. We have never even seen a female. We were hoping you had the answer.

Scene 10
Cut to exterior Zenador Station.

Medium shot of Ender getting onto a hover bike.

Ender

You get that Jane?

Close up of Ender’s ear jewel.

Jane (o.s.)

Every word. Helpful, but not the answers we were hoping for. Now what?

Cut to exterior Ender is riding through Downtown Milagre.

Ender

I have been asked to speak three deaths, Jane. Pipo, Libo, and Marcao Ribeira, Novinha’s husband.

Jane (o.s.)

You think Marcao’s death can shed some light on the piggies?

Ender

Like you said, Jane. One way to find out.

Scene 11

Cut to exterior of the Ribeira home.

Close up of a boy shouting in anger.

Angry boy

Go away!

Medium shot of Ender, angry boy, and a young woman at the front porch.

Angry boy (cont)

You are not wanted here! This is a catholic home. Bishop Peregrino told everyone that speakers were infidels and that we were not to cooperate with you.

Close up of all three.

Young woman

Ignore my brother Quim. He is very devout and very angry.

Quim

I am not angry!!

Interior of the Ribeira home. Living room. Quim runs in. There is a little on the couch reading a book.

Young woman

I am Ela, Novinha’s daughter. My mother is not here right now, but please come inside.

Quim

Infidel!

Medium of Ender, Ela, and the little girl who is now standing.

Ela
I was the one who asked you to come and speak the death of our father.

Ender

Marcao.

Ela

Actually most people called him Cao for short, at least behind his back.

Close up of Ela.

Ela (cont)

It means dog.

Medium shot of all three.

Ender

Were you close?

Ela

He was not close with anyone. Least of all his six children.

Low medium shot of all three.

Ender

Hello. I am Andrew.

Ela

Quara does not talk much.

Long shot of Ender, Ela and Quara. A little boy steps into the frame. No one sees him.

Ender

Silence is always a good policy, Quara. I like your style.

Extreme close up of the little boy grabbing a knife strapped to his leg.

Close up of the boy leaping.

Medium shot of the boy attacking Ender with Ela and Quara watching. Ender dodges the attack.

Ela

Grego!

Extreme close up of Ender grabbing Grego’s arm and the dropping.

Medium shot of Ender pulling Grego onto the couch, into his lap. Ender locks Grego there with his leg.

Ender

Hello Grego. My name is Andrew.

Grego
Let me go!

Ela
I am so sorry. He has been like this ever since father died. Here I will take him.

Ender

No. Grego is going to sit with me until I am certain he will not try to hurt me.

Grego

I will pee on you.

Ender

Pee away. My patience is a lot bigger than your bladder.

Cut to interior. Grego’s room. Forty-five minutes later.

Medium shot of Ender tucking Grego in bed with Ela and Quara watching at the door. Ender is wearing a pair of baggy paints that are too big for him.

Ela

I cannot believe you got him to fall asleep.

Interior hallway outside Grego’s room.

Medium shot of Ender closing Grego’s room with Ela and Quara watching.

Ela

Sorry he peed on you. Do father’s pants fit okay?

Ender

Too big is better than too small.

Interior kitchen. Medium shot of Ender, Quara, and Ela sitting at the table. Ender and Ela are both having coffee.

Ender

Your father, what was he like?

A boy with a baseball cap walks into the kitchen hold a rectangular object in one hand and a plug for it in the other.
Boy

See for yourself.

Extreme close up of the boy plugging the object into a mechanical eye.

Boy (cont)

My eyes recorded everyting.

Extreme close up of the boy’s hand pressing a button on the object.

Medium shot of all four. The object projects an image of Marcao and Novinha arguing.

Extreme close up tracking shot of Marcao’s hand as it turns into a fist and violently moves closer and closer the Novinha.

Extreme close up of Ender watching the domestic violence unfold. Unable to watch anymore of this he turns his head.

Ender

All right. I have seen enough.

Medium shot of everyone.

Boy

You can turn it off. We could not.

Jane (o.s.)

His name is Olhado. He is the fourth child. He lost his eyes in a laser accident.

Extreme close up of Ender grabbing Olhado’s hand hold the projector.
Ender

I cannot fix the past Olhado, but I can speak the truth. If that is what you and your sister want, that is what I will do.

Scene 12

Cut to exterior of the Ribeira home. Three hours later.

Medium shot Ender getting on his bike.

Jane (o.s.)

You never cease to amaze me Ender. One visit and they all fall in love with you.

Cut to exterior Downtown Milagre.

Bird’s eye view of Ender on his bike.

Ender

Not Quim. He hates me.

Jane (o.s.)

Quim hates everybody. He does not count.

Cut to exterior shot of the church with Ender passing and Bishop Peregrino standing outside watching him.

Ender

Why would Novinha marry a man like Marcao? And why did Marcao hate his children?

Close up of Ender.

Jane (o.s.)

Only two people can answer that. One is not talking and the other one is dead.

Ender

Good idea. Let’s go see the dead one.

Cut to interior of the medical examiner’s office.

Medium shot of Ender and the examiner. The examiner looks like Professor X from X-Men, only with hair on the side of his head. There are video screens around him.
Ender

Dom Navio, you performed Marcao Ribeira’s autopsy. May I ask you a few questions?

Dom Navio
I am sorry speaker. I cannot help you.

Close up of Dom.

Dom Navio (cont)

I am catholic. I am sure you understand.

Close up of Ender.

Ender

What I understand is that Bishop Peregrino has told everyone to be uncooperative with me, a legally called-for minister. That gives us two options. You can give me the autopsy report or I will petition to Starways Congress to change my status from minister to inquisistor.

Medium shot of a shocked Dom and frustrated Ender.

Dom Navio
Inquisitor?

Ender

That gives me congressional authority to revoke the colony’s catholic license on the grounds of religious persecution.

Dom Navio
You would not.

Close up of Ender growing more and more frustrated.

Ender

Oh, but I would. I am sure you understand.

Medium shot of Ender from behind his right shoulder and Dom.

Dom Navio
What proof do I even have of your authority?

Jane (o.s.)

Let’s dazzle the dear boy.

Dom looks up at one screen and sees the Starways Congress logo on it.

Computerized Voice

Andrew Wiggin, speaker for the dead…

Dom looks at another and sees the same.

Computerized Voice (cont)

… has accepted the call for an explanation of the life and death of Marcao Ribeira in the …

Dom looks at a third and sees that all of his screens show the same logo.

Computerized Voice (cont)

… city of Milagre. Lusitania Colony. Congressional authorization 34529B.XC-84.

Medium shot of Ender and Dom.

Dom Novio
How did you do that?

Ender

Trade secrets. Now about that file…

Scene 13

Cut to interior of Ender’s shuttle.

Medium shot of Ender talking to Jane with a holographic image of Marcao lying on a table. Jane is looking at the report.

Jane

Marcao died of a rare congenital defect. Basically his exocrine and endocrine glandular tissues were gradually replaced with lupidous cells.

Ender

English Jane.

Close up of Jane.

Jane

His glands turned to fat.

Close up of Jane and Ender from behind and between them looking at the holographic image of Marcao’s body.

Ender

Is that always fatal?

Jane

That and it is irreversible. He should have died ten years ago.

Long shot of Ender and Jane.

Jane (cont)
But get this. I did some off planet research. In men, the disease attacks the testes first when they reach puberty.

Ender

Is that supposed to tell me that he had a rough time getting his balls to drop?

Jane

No. It means that Marcao was not able to breed.

Medium shot of Ender and Jane.

Ender

The man cannot breed, but how did he get Novinha to spend almost five years of her life pregnant?

Jane

They are Novinha’s children, but not Marcao’s.

Medium shot of Jane floating away and Ender following.

Ender

And Marcao knew it. No wonder he hated her.

Jane

He also hated the children.

Medium shot of Ender and Jane at the other side of the room.
Ender

Do you think that the medical examiner should have figured this out?

Jane

It was not a thorough autopsy. This is a small catholic society. People see what they want to see.

Ender

Have you scanned the children’s genetic pattern to find the most likely father?

Jane

You have not already guessed?

Jane turns into Libo.

Ender

Libo.

Jane

Ding dong.

Cut to exterior the fence around Milagre.

Medium shot of Ender approaching the gate with a bag hanging from his shoulder.

Ender

Novinha knows something about the piggies Jane. Something so important she married a man she despised to hide it from the man she loved.

Close up of Ender.

Jane (o.s.)

If you are considering climbing the fence do not. Every nerve in your body would light up like a firecracker.

Ender pulls out the cocooned Hive Queen.

Ender

Do you think the Hive Queen is speaking to the piggies Jane?

Jane (o.s.)

She must be. And maybe she is right. This could be the best place for her.

Tracking shot of Ender putting the egg back in the bag.
Ender

This is why we need the truth, Jane. All of it.

Extreme close up of Ender from the other side of the fence.

Ender (cont)

Novinha’s secret does not just affect her family. It affects the piggies, the Hive Queen, maybe everyone on the planet.

Medium shot of Ender walking away from the fence.

Ender (cont)

And I will not stop until I know what it is.

Bird’s eye view of Ender walking away from the forest with the pequeninos watching.

Scene 14

Cut to birds eye view flying over Milagre.

Ender narrating

“All Children of the Mind of Christ must be married, or they may not be in the order; but they must be chaste. Why is marriage necessary for anyone? Fools say, ‘Why should we marry? Love is the only bond my lover and I need.’ To them I say, ‘Marriage is not a covenant between a man and a woman. It is a covenant between a man and a woman on the one side and their community on the other. To marry according to the law of the community is to become a full citizen; to refuse is to be a stranger, a child, an outlaw, a slave, or a traitor.’ Why then is celibacy ordained for priests and nuns? To separate them from the community. The priests and nuns are servants, not citizens. They minister to the Church, but they are not the Church. Mother Church is the bride, and Christ is the bridegroom; the priests and nuns are merely guests at the wedding for they have rejected citizenship in the community of Christ in order to serve it.” That was San Angelo, The Rule and Catechism of the order of the Children of the Mind of Christ, 1511:11:11:1.
Exterior bird’s eye view of the church.

Dom Cristao (o.s.)

Bishop Peregrino, you asked to see me?

Interior church. Peregrino’s chambers. Peregrino is meeting with Dom Navio and Dom Cristao. Dom Cristao is dressed in blue church clothes.

Peregrino

Yes, come in Dom Cristao. That Speaker for the Dead, that infidel, accuses us of religious persecution. He says that if we do no cooper with him he will change his status to inquisitor and petition to have our Catholic license revoked.

Dom Navio
I heard him myself.

Close up of Dom Navio.

Dom Navio cont.

He wishes to supplant the authority of Mother Church.

Close up of Bishop Peregrino.

Peregrino

Come now Dom Cristao. As Abbot of the Children of the Mind of Christ, what say you?

Close up of Dom Cristao.

Dom Cristao

Father Peregrino, The Speaker has power over us only if we interfere with his ministerial duties. If we wish to strip him of power, we have merely to cooperate with him.

Close up of a shocked Bishop Peregrino.

Peregrino

What?

Medium shot of Dom Cristao.

Dom Cristao

The Speakers for the Dead are innocuous. They set up no rival organization. They perform no sacraments. They don not even claim that The Hive Queen and The Hegemon are works of scripture. They merely try to discover the truth about the lives of the dead. And then tell those who listen.

Medium shot of all three.

Peregrino

Dr. Navio, would you excuse us?

Dom Navio walks out with Bishop Peregrino closing the door.

Peregrino

Walk with me Dom Cristao.

Cut to exterior. Wide angle shot of the church courtyard. Bishop Peregrino and Dom Navio are walking through it.
Dom Cristao

I see no alternative Father. You counseled the people of Milagre to boycott this Speaker. A legally called-for minister. You told them not cooperate. Starways Congress will deem that as religious persecution.

Medium shot of Bishop Peregrino and Dom Cristao.

Dom Cristao cont.

And if that happens, we will lose more than our Catholic license. We will lose our flock.

Peregrino

So he does mean to steal the souls of our people.

Close up of Dom Cristao.

Dom Cristao

No Father. I speak of Starways Congress. They take charges of religious persecution very seriously. Right now we have a Catholic population. But should we be found guilty of persecution, Starways Congress would diversify our population with an influx of non-catholics.

Medium shot of Bishop Peregrino and Dom Cristao.

Peregrino

You mean Starways Congress would send starships of immigrants?

Dom Cristao
Yes. And carry off half of our current population in forced emigration.

Wide angle shot of Bishop Peregrino and Dom Cristao.

Peregrino

You trouble me Dom Cristao.

Dom Cristao

Please Bishop Peregrino. I implore you. Allow me to speak to the Speaker for the Dead and offer what assistance we may. I think we will find he could do more good than harm.

Close up of Bishop Peregrino.

Peregrino

For the sake of Mother Church and our very souls Dom Cristao, I hope you are right.

Scene 15

Cut to exterior church. Wide angle shot.

Ender is walking up to Dom Cristao and a woman.

Dom Cristao
Welcome, Mr. Wiggin. I present my wife, Dona Crista.

Medium shot of all three. Ender and Dom Cristao are shaking hands.

Ender

An honor and privilege. I have long respected your order and your pursuit of logic and reasoning.

Dom Cristao

We of the Children of the Mind of Christ seek to understand all the knowledge given by Christ.

Close up of Ender.

Ender

I could use some knowledge at present.

Close up of all three.

Dom Cristao

You want to understand how and why Pipo died.

Ender

Do you have the answers?

Dom Cristao

No. But what knowledge we know, we will share.

Medium shot of all three as Dom Cristao opens a near by door.

Dom Cristao cont

Please, come inside.

Interior church. All Dom Cristao, Ender, and Dona Crista are all sitting at a table drinking coffee.

Dom Cristao

My theological opinion? Novinha suffer from universal guilt. She holds herself responsible for Pipo’s death.

Ender

Why? She knows it was the piggies. She knows that Pipo went to them alone. How could it be her fault?

Dom Cristao

I had the same objection. But then I looked over the transcripts of the night of Pipo’s death.
Close up of Dom Cristao pooring a second cup of coffee.

Dom Cristao cont.

Libo asked Novinha to show him what she and Pipo had been working on just before Pipo went to see the piggies.

Medium of Dom Cristao and Ender as Dom Cristao takes a sip.

Dom Cristao cont.

And Novinha very adamantly refused.

Close up of Ender.

Ender

She must have discovered something in her research. Something that Pipo saw and led to his death.

Medium shot of all three.

Dona Crista

And she feared it would lead to Libo’s death if he found it.

Dom Cristao

I think she loved Libo Mr. Wiggin. And love is a great motivator. We will do anything—diverse any deceit to protect the ones we loves.

Close up of Ender as he takes a sip.

Ender

You are married—and yet you live celibate lives.

Close up of Dom Cristao and Dona Crista.

Dom Cristao

Dona Crista is my dearest friend with whom I share every joy.

Dona Crista

And pain.

Dom Cristao

Ah, but there are few of those with you around.

Close up of Ender as he starts crying.

Dom Cristao (o.s.)

Have we upset you Mr. Wiggin?

Ender

Forgive me. Your devotion to one another reminds me of the companion I lost. My sister Valentine, we were very close. But my assignment here separated us. For life it seems.

Medium shot Ender getting up.

Ender cont.

Pardon my emotions. Thank you for your time. You have been very helpful.

Cut to exterior. Wide shot of Ender walking down steps and into a garden. People are everywhere growing plants. Ender sits down on a bench.

Jane (o.s.)

Nicely played Ender you little devil. Winning their sympathy. A clever maneuver. You are much better at playacting than I ever knew.

Ender

I was not acting Jane. Goodbye.

Ender turns off his ear jewel. After a few seconds he turns it on.

Ender

I am sorry Jane. I should not have turned you off like that.

Ender gets no response.

Ender cont

Jane?

Still no response.

Ender cont

Please Jane. I cannot do this without you.

Scene 16

Cut to exterior Ender’s shuttle.

Olhado (o.s.)

Why do you need my help?

Interior Ender’s shuttle. Medium shot of Olhado and Ender with a computer program pulled up.
Olhado cont

A child could operate this computer.

Ender

I have had a program to do all this stuff for me. That program is not responding at the moment.

Close up of Olhado and Ender from over Ender’s shoulder.

Olhado

The jewel in your ear?

Ender

Yes. And the computers I used last were much different from these models. If you show me the commands, I can figure it out.

Medium shot of Ender and Olhado. Ender is walks up behind Olhado.

Ender cont

I will pay you for your trouble. But you will have to show me how to transfer funds from my account.

Olhado

What is your password?

Ender

Try typing in “Jane”.

Olhado

You do not even know your own password.

Ender

Like I said, my program did this for me.

Olhado

No offense, but that is just sad.

Medium shot of both from behind.

Olhado cont

“Jane” does not work.

Ender

Try “Ender”.

Medium shot of both from the right.
Olhado

Ender? The Xenocide? That is like having a dirty word for your password.

Ender

Just try it.

Close up of Olhado.

Olhado

Ok. I am in.

Olhado’s electronic eyes light up with surprise.

Olhado cont

Whoa. This has to be a mistake. You cannot possibly have this much money.

Medium shot of both.

Ender

Well, I have done a lot of lightspeed travel. My investments must have turned out well while I was en route.

Olhado

This much from investments? If you were, like a thousand years old I can understand.

Close up of Ender

Ender

Just teach me the commands Olhado. Please.

Scene 17

Interior Ender’s shuttle. Olhado left a few hours ago.

Medium shot of Ender at the computer.

Computer voice

Filename: Novinha Ribeira Backslash Descolada Backslash Simulation. Access denied.

Close up of Ender’s fingers as they type away.

Close up of Ender looking determined to find answers.

Close up of Ender’s fingers typing away.

Computer voice

Uploading program: Wiggin.BRK.

Medium shot of Ender as a whole bunch of holographic images of the Descolada pop up.

Computer voice cont

Access granted.

Ender

Jane, I do not know if you can hear me. And I do not know if you helped, but if you are there and you did help, thank you.

Scene 18

Cut to exterior. Bird’s eye view of the Zenador Station.

Ender (o.s.)

I need to see the piggies, Miro.

Interior Zenador Station.

Medium shot of Ender, Miro, and Ouanda with a holographic image of a pequenino holding a bow and arrow in a ready to fire position behind them.

Miro

I have no objections Speaker. They want to see you. They are agitated that we have not brought you to them already. Problem is, they think you have The Hive Queen and that you are going to bring her to them.

Ouanda

They say that Rooter, one of the father trees, told them. It is ridiculous.

Close up of Ender.

Ender

How do you know the trees do not talk Ouanda?

Close up of Ouanda.

Ouanda

You cannot be serious.

Medium shot of all three looking at the holographic image.

Ender

We made all these assumptions about the Formics based on human experience. And we were wrong nearly every time. Why should the pequeninos be any different?

Medium shot of all three from behind Ouanda.
Ouanda with her finger pointing at Ender

Look, Miro may not have issues with you going out there, but I do. It is against the law.

Ender

You have already broken laws Ouanda.

Ouanda attacks Ender. Ender is able to grab hold of her.

Close up of Ender holding on to her.

Ender cont

You gave the pequeninos a book, a religion, agriculture. And yes, I found out about that last one, as will Starways Congress.

Medium shot of all three.

Ouanda

Which is why we should not press our luck.

Ender

Which is why you should let me help before Starways Congress interferes and it is too late for you to do anything.

Ouanda looks at Ender for a moment. She then starts thinking to herself. Ouanda then dips her head knowing that Ender is right.

Ouanda
All right.

Scene 19

Cut to exterior. Forrest outside of Milagre.

Wide angle shot of Ender, Miro, and Ouanda sitting Indian style and multiple pequeninos. The one that approaches Ender holding a copy of The Hive Queen is Mandachuva. Human is also here.
Mandachuva
You have come to us?
Ender

I have come. My name is Andrew Wiggin
Mandachuva
Did you write The Hive Queen?

Ender

Yes.

Close up of Miro and Ouanda looking at each other not believing what he just said.

Medium shot of Mandachuva facing Ender while pointing at Miro and Ouanda.

Mandachuva
Miro and Ouanda think you are a liar.

Ender

Of course they do. It never occurred to them that Rooter might have told you the truth.

Medium shot of Ender and Mandachuva.

Mandachuva
Will you bring the Hive Queen to us?

Ender

I have not decided.

Low angle shot of Mandachuva raising his arms.

Mandachuva
You must. Human colonies are taking all the planets. Soon there will be no place for the piggies to go.

Medium shot of Mandachuva and four more pequeninos.

Mandachuva cont

Teach us starflight. To keep us here is to kill our species just as you killed all the Hive Queen sisters.

Extreme close up of Miro looking at Ouanda.

Miro (quietly)

They think he is Ender the Xenocide.

Medium shot of Ender, Miro, and Human. Human is looking away from Ender.

Ender

We must share knowledge. I will tell you of humans and you will tell me of pequeninos. How, for example, do you make bows and arrows if you have no tools.

Wide angle shot of Ender, Miro, Ouanda, Human, and three more pequeninos. Human has his arms spread out.

Human

The brother gives himself.

Extreme close up of Ender.

Ender

Show me.

Close up of Human.

Human

You want us to ask a brother to give himself just so you can see it?

Medium shot of Human and the other pequeninos.

Human

Show him! I have been to the wives. They say to do what he asks.

Medium shot of a pequenino kneeling down between Ender and Human.

Pequenino

Very well. We will the gift of an ancient brother.

Medium shot of Ender, Miro, and Ouanda watching three pequeninos climbing a tree.

Bird’s eye view of the three pequeninos who climbed banging on the tree. Three more, Ender, Miro, and Ouanda are watching. The pequeninos are singing.

Ender

What are they singing?

Ouanda

Father tongue. Their language. We have never seen them do this.

Miro

My translation may be off, but it sounds like they are asking the tree to fall.

The tree starts to sway from side to side and falls.

Ouanda

No way.

Medium shot of the tree hitting the ground. Boom.

Medium shot of Human walking up to the tree. He starts singing in father tongue.

Medium shot of Ender and Miro watching.

Ender

What is he singing now?

Miro

He is asking the tree to drop its branches.

Medium shot of one of the branches. Crack. It comes off.

Medium shot of Miro and Ouanda.

Miro

I-I do not believe it.

Ouanda

The tree? The piggies talked to the tree.

Medium shot of Human standing on the other side of the tree.

Human

Watch now Speaker. The brother has given himself. If I ask, he will split into logs for our houses.
Medium shot of Human moving his finger along the fallen tree.

Human cont

And whatever I draw with my finger, he gives me that shape.

Human picks up a bow.

Medium shot of Human giving the bow to Ender.

Human cont

Now you know how we make bows. Will you come back and teach us about humans?

Ender

Yes.

Scene 20
Cut to exterior. Outside the forest near Milagre.

Medium shot of Ender, Miro, and Ouanda walking.

Miro

You realize of course that you just told them you were the original Speaker for the Dead and Ender the Xenocide.

Ender

I guest the Hive Queen told them more than I thought she would.

Extreme close up of Ouanda.

Ouanda

But that is impossible.

Medium shot of Ender.

Ender

I’ll make you a bargain. I will not tell anybody about your illegal activities with the pequeninos and you do not tell anybody who I am.

Medium shot of Miro and Ouanda.

Miro

That is easy. I do not believe it anyway.

Medium shot of all three.

Ender

Good. Now promise me one more thing. When I speak the death of Marcao later, you will not hate me for the truth.

Miro

Why would we? The truth sets you free.

Ender

Yes. But it can feel like being torn to pieces.

Scene 21

Cut to exterior. Milagre.

Wide angle shot of a crowd gathering to hear Ender speak the death of Marcao.

Ender
His given name was Marcos Maria Ribeira. But he went by Marcao. In the steel foundry where he worked, he was strong and respected. But outside the foundry he was despised.

Medium shot of Ender.

Ender cont

He beat his wife Novinha. So behind his back you gave him a third name. Cao. Dog. Because you thought he was an animal.

Medium shot of people in the crowd.

Ender cont (o.s.)

But Cao was not a new name. Some of you called him this long before he earned it. When you were children and he was bigger than you, you banded together and teased him and called him a dog.

Close up of Ender.

Ender cont

And so he became one. But one child showed Marcao kindness. A girl. Novinha.

Medium shot of Novinha with Quim, Greggo, Ela, Quara, Olhando, Miro and Ouanda.

Ender cont (o.s.)

And when she became a woman, he loved her.

Medium shot of Ender.

Ender cont

Why then did he come to hate her, to beat her, to despise his children? Some men beat their wives for lust or power. But not Marcao. He did not want power. He wanted love and loyalty.

Extreme close up of Ender’s eyes showing sadness.

Ender cont

And he never got either.

Medium shot of Ender from his right.

Ender cont

Novinha married Marcao not because she loved him. But because she knew that his disease made him sterile.

Medium shot of Novinha, Miro, Ouanda, Quim, Quara, Olhando, and Ela. Novinha puts her head down crying. She knows what Ender is about to say. She knows Ender is going to tell the truth about who her children’s father really is.
Miro

Sterile?

Quim

What is he saying mother?

Ender (o.s.)

Marcao never fathered a child. His wife had children, but they were not his. And they both knew it.

Close up of both Novinha and Ela.

Ela

Mother, is this true?

Close up of Novinha crying.

Close up of Quim angrily pointing his finger at Ender.

Quim shouting

My mother is not an adulteress! I will kill you for calling her a whore!

Bird’s eye view of Quim pushing through the crowd.

Ela

He did not call her that!

Quim

Shut up Ela.

Medium shot of Ela, Greggo, and Quara.

Quara

Why is Quim so angry?

Ela

Because Papa was not really our father.

Quara

Oh.

Close up of Quara.

Quara cont

Is the Speaker our father now?

Ela (o.s.)

Sush, Quara.

Medium shot of Ender.

Ender

The night Pipo died, Novinha showed him something she had discovered about the Descolada. Pipo went to the piggies to discuss it, and they killed him. Novinha felt responsible and vowed to keep her discovery a secret from the only man she has ever loved.

Extreme close up of Ender.

Ender cont

Libo.

Extreme close up of Miro.

Miro

Libo? You mean Libo is our father?

Medium shot of Dom Cristao running up behind Bishop Peregrino.
Dom Cristao

Bishop Peregrino!

Peregrino

Dom Cristao, what is it?

Wide angle shot of the crowd, Ender, Bishop Peregrino, and Dom Cristao.

Dom Cristao

Starways Congress. They have taken control of the power, the fence, all communication. We are helpless. They are calling for an immediate evacuation of the planet.

Peregrino

Evacuation, why?

Medium shot of Bishop Peregrino and Dom Cristao.

Dom Cristao

Miro and Ouanda are to be arrested for violating congressional law regarding the pequeninos.

Extreme close up of Ender.

Ender

Jane, if you can hear me, we really need your help.

Scene 22

Cut to exterior Milagre.
Medium shot of Miro walking up to the fence.

Ender narrating

Ouanda recorded a conversation between Miro and Human. Human asked why any of the other humans come to see them. Miro said that Ouanda and him were the only ones allowed. Human wanted to know why they never climbed over the fence. Miro responded by saying that the fence would be very painful if they touched it. Human said that was stupid and asked if there was grass on the other side.

Cut to exterior. The Plaza on Lusitania.

Medium shot of Ender, Mayor Bosquinha and two officers walking.

Ender

Mayor Bosquinha, I respectfully request that you not arrest Miro and Ouanda.

Bosquinha

I am under strict orders from Starways Congress Speaker. Miro and Ouanda are to be sent to Trondheim to stand trial. We are to be evacuated. I am sorry. My hands are tied.

Ender

Perhaps there is another course of action.

Bosquinha

Other than complying with Starways Congress?

Close up of Bosquinha.

Bosquinha cont

We are at their mercy Speaker. They have control of us via the ansible. Power. Water. The fence. Everything.

Close up of Ender.

Ender

Then we sever the ansible connection.

Medium shot of Bosquinha.

Bosquinah

Sever the ansible? That would be a rebellion! And for what?
Close up of Ender.

Ender

The chance to undo what Ender did in the Xenocide three thousand years ago.

Medium shot of all four.

Ender cont

Please Mayor. I am only asking that you wait to make your arrests until after I have met with you and Bishop Peregrino. I have information that you all need to hear.

Bosquinha

All right. We will do this your way. Come to the Bishop’s chambers in one hour.

Medium shot of Ender getting on his bike and driving through Milagre.

Jane (o.s.)

You cannot sever the ansible Ender.

Ender

Jane! You are back! I am so sorry I switched the jewel off for a few seconds.

Jane (o.s.)

Seconds to you Ender, but that was years of loneliness to me. It was like my dearest friend, husband, or brother was telling me I should cease to exist.

Ender

Jane… Forgive me. I had no idea.

Jane (o.s.)

Apologies later. Listen, if you sever the ansible, you will cut me off too. I have a better idea. We sever Congress’s hold on the planet. They would think you have severed the ansible, but you would still have access to the outside worlds.

Ender

You are brilliant Jane. You are brilliant and I love you for it.
Scene 23

Cut to exterior. Lake.

Medium shot of Ela standing on a bridge crying. Ender walks up to her. Milagre can be seen in the distance.

Ender

Ela, I have been looking for you.

Ela (crying)

Marcao was not our father. I never guessed but I should have known.

Close up of Ender and Ela from behind Ender.

Ela (crying) cont

What have I done? Call you here to speak my father’s-Marcao’s death. Mother’s secrets-I thought I knew what they were. I thought it was just her. I thought she hated Libo.

Close up of Ender.

Ender

All I did was open the windows and let in some air.

Medium shot of both.

Ela

Tell that to Miro and Ouanda. They are in love and ready to start a family. And now they learn that they are brother and sister!

Medium shot of Ela turning around.

Ender

They would have found out eventually, Ela. And it would have been far more damaging to learn the truth later. By revealing it now in front of everyone, I did Miro and Ouanda a favor. Now everyone knows the shock on Miro’s and Ouanda’s faces that they did not know either. It was an innocent mistake. No one can accuse them.

High angle shot of Ender walking up next to Ela.

Ender cont

What is cruel is that they did not know for so many years. Now that they have the truth, they can find their own way out. I know what I said at the speaking was difficult to hear, Ela. But right now I need you to put that aside for Miro’s sake. For the sake of all of us in fact. It is a matter of survival.

Close up of Ender and Ela.

Ela

What do you mean?

Ender

I need you to deliver a message to your mother.

Cut to exterior. Grassland.

Long shot of Novinha from behind.

Medium shot of Novinha from behind with Ela walking into the frame also from behind.

Ela
Mother.

Novinha

Hello, Ela.

Medium of Ela and Novinha from up front.

Ela

The Speaker needs your help.

Novinha

Does he?

Ela

He wants you to meet with the Bishop and Mayor and tell them about the Descolada.

Close up of Ela and Novinha.

Novinha

I am glad you know the truth, Ela. About Libo, I mean. I cannot imagine what you think of me but I am glad you know that he was you true father and my true husband.

Extreme close up of Novinha crying.

Novinha cont

Where will this meeting be held?

Medium shot of Ela.

Ela

In Bishop Peregrino’s office.

Medium shot of Novinha.

Novinha

In the church? What are you and the Speaker trying to do to me?

Medium shot of both.

Ela

We are trying to save Miro and Lusitania if we can. The Bishop has to be on our side mother or-

Novinha

Our side! So when you say we, you mean you and the Speaker is that it? Do you think I have not noticed that one by one all of my children have been seduced by him.

Close up of Ela.

Ela

He has not seduced anybody! He does not tell us what we want to hear. He tells us what we know is true. He did not win our affection mother, he won our trust.

Extreme close up of Novinha.

Novinha

All in four days. Something I have not done in a lifetime.

Medium shot of Ela turning around and starting to walk away with Novinha standing still.

Ela

I thank God for the Speaker mother. He was willing to tell the truth and it set us free.

Novinha

It is easy to tell the truth when you do not love anybody.

Medium shot of Ela stopping and turning back around. Novinha is still standing.

Ela

You are wrong about him mother. The Speaker loved father, Marcao, I mean. He understood him and loved him before he spoke. And I know he loves Grego, Quara, Olhando, Miro, and even Quim.

The two grab each others hands.

Ela cont

And me. I know he loves me. Because he show me and he never lies to anybody.

Close up of both hugging.

Novinha

Unlike me, who has lied to everybody. I do not expect you to forgive me Ela. I just hope you will believe me when I say that I love you.

Scene 24

Cut to exterior. Milagre. The fence.

Medium shot from one side of the fence of Miro falling to his knees on the other.
Miro

My sister. Ouanda is my sister.

Close up of Miro.

Miro cont

The piggies. I have to tell them we will never see them again.

Medium shot of Miro standing up.

Miro

Hoo-ah-ooh. Hoo-ah-ooh.

Human and two more pequeninos run up to the fence. One is named Mandachuva.

Human

You sounded funny calling us Miro.

Miro

I cannot come to you anymore. People offworld turned on the fence. I cannot open it.

Close up of Human.

Human

The Speaker for the Dead will fix everything.

Medium shot of all with Miro kneeling down.

Miro

The Speaker cannot help. Ouanda and I are to be arrested and taken away. I am being punished for helping you.

Mandachuva

We will hide you.

Pequenino

They will never find you in the forest.

Miro

I cannot cross the fence.

Human

But you have Capim Grass right there.

Close up of Miro.

Miro

So.

Medium shot of the pequeninos.

Pequenino

He does not know. Mandachuva, show him.
Mandachuva kneels down, pulls a handful of grass, and puts it in his mouth.

Mandachuva

It is easy. You chew it. Then you let it work inside you.

Close up of Mandachuva walking up to the fence.

Mandachuva cont

Here. Watch

Extreme close up of Miro.

Miro

No!

Close up of Mandachuva climbing the fence.

Miro cont (o.s.)

Do not touch the fence!

Medium shot of Mandachuva landing safely with Miro, Human, and the other pequenino watching.

Miro cont

It will hurt you.

Medium shot of Mandachuva walking up to Miro.

Miro cont

How did you do that? The fence stimulates all the pain nerves in the body.

Mandachuva

Oh.

Close up of Mandachuva and Miro. Miro holds the grass up.

Miro

The grass. It is an anesthetic. It stops you from feeling pain.

Medium shot of all.

Mandachuva

No. I feel pain. Very bad pain. But it is happening to your other self. Your animal self cares. But your tree self does not. It makes you be your tree self.

Miro
I do not know what that means.

Medium shot of all from the other side of the fence.

Miro cont

Hey. Have you ever scaled the fence before?

Close up of Mandachuva.

Mandachuva

All the time.

Scene 25

Cut to interior. Bishop Peregrino’s office.

Medium shot of Peregrino, the Mayor, Dom Cristao, and Ender.

Bosquinha

The charges against Miro and Ouanda are based on satellite photos that show our crops growing beyond the fence.

Pergrino

They taught the piggies agriculture?

Ender

No. Libo did.

Close up of Ender.

Ender cont

The piggies were in danger of starving. Libo saved them by teaching them to plant.

Close up of Peregrino.

Peregrino

Then we explain this to congress. Libo was acting out of compassion.

Medium shot of all four.

Ender

The crop is irrelevant. The real issue is what congress will do when they read Novinha’s files about the descolada.

Bosquinha

The descolada? But we cured that.

Novinha (o.s.)

No. We did not.

Medium shot of all five. Novinha is standing in the door.

Ender

Novinha, thank you for coming.

Novinha
We controlled the descolada. All of us are still carriers.

Close up of Bosquinha.

Bosquinha

We still have the descolada inside us?

Medium shot of Novinha, Peregrino and Bosquinha.

Novinha

It is dormant thanks to the medicine my parents developed. But yes, we carry it. And when Congress finds out, they will not evacuate us. They cannot. We would contaminate any world they sent us to.

Medium shot of Peregrino and Novinha.

Peregrino

But the medicine is cheap. We could give it to anyone on the new world.

Novinha

But can you give medicine to every blade of grass or bird or fish? The desolada attacks all genetic material.

Peregrino

So anywhere we go-

Novinha

We would trigger the complete destruction of the biosphere.

Medium shot of all five.

Dom Cristao
And you kept this a secret?

Medium shot of Novinha.

Novinha

Pipo saw something in my data, and the piggies killed him for it. I did not want anyone else to suffer because of me. Especially Libo. So I buried the files. It was not until later, through Ela’s research, that I figured it out.

Medium shot of all five with Novinha pulling up a holographic demonstration of the descolada.

Peregrino

Figured what out? What did Pipo see?

Medium shot of the demonstration and Novinha.
Novinha

The answer to everything. The secret of the piggies. The secret of this entire planet.

Scene 26

Cut to exterior. Fence.

Medium shot of Human, Miro, Human, and Mandachuva. Mandachuva is climbing the fence.

Human
Chew the grass and come with us. We will hide you

Miro

Ouanda, she must come with us. They could arrest her at any minute.

Long shot of all four. Human jumps off the fence.

Human
I will go get her. You go now.

Miro

You know where she lives?

Human
Of course.

Extreme close up of Miro as he grabs the grass and puts it in his mouth.

Miro

This grass is disgusting.

Extreme close up of Miro touching the fence.

Miro cont

This better work.

Medium shot of Miro climbing the fence.

Miro cont

You are right. I cant still feel the pain, but I do not care.

Extreme close up of Miro at the top of the fence.

Miro cont

No wait. The pain is too much. I cannot-

Miro screams in pain.

Close up of Human.

Mandachuva
Human.

Medium shot of all four. Mandachuva jumps to the top of the fence.

Mandachuva cont

Help! He is stuck!

Extreme close up of Human’s hand pushing Miro over the top.

Medium shot of Miro falling to the ground.
Medium shot of Human leaping over the fence.

Medium shot of Miro lying on the ground motion less with his eyes open surrounded by the pequininos. Mandachuva draws a knife.

Mandachuva
Quick! Before he dies, we have to plant him.

Medium shot of Human stopping Mandachuva from cutting Miro.

Human
No! Mandachuva, go get Ouanda and the Speaker.

Close up of Mandachuva jumping back over the fence.

Human cont.

Hurry!

Cut to interior Peregrino’s office.

Medium shot of Novinha showing Peregrino, Bosquinha, and Dom Cristao the demonstration.

Novinha

The descolada does not just split the genetic molecules. It also encourages them to bond completely foreign molecules. That is why all the native life on Lusitania thrives in plant and animal pairs. The suckflies with the reeds, the pequininos with the trees. One becomes the other.

Close up of Dom Cristao.

Dom Cristao

The piggies become trees?

Medium shot of Ender.

Ender

In their minds, the piggies did not kill Pipo and Libo. They were sending them to a third life, honoring them. They assumed that both would become trees as well.

Medium shot of Peregrino.

Peregrino

This explains Pipo their deaths. But how does this affect our decision about Congress?

Medium shot of all five.

Ender

It proves that the descolada is the greatest threat to the hundred worlds. It destroys and manipulates life on a molecular level. Congress is afraid of the piggies. When they learn about the descolada-

Close up of Bosquinha.

Bosquinha

They will destroy us.

Medium shot of Ender, Bosquinha, and Dom Cristao.

Ender

For the sake of humanity’s survival yes.

Bosquinha

That is why you want to sever the ansible.

Medium shot of Bishop Peregrino and Dom Cristao.

Peregrino

And cut off our ties to the Vatican?

Dom Cristao

Congress would consider that an act of war.

Close up of Ender.

Ender

Congress only controls you through the ansible connection.

Cut to exterior. Church. A small shadowed creature runs into the building. We will find out who they are at the end of the scene.
Ender cont (o.s.)

But I have a friend whose control over ansible communication throughout the hundred worlds is complete and completely unsuspected.
Medium shot of two nuns.

Ender cont (o.s.)

And she has told me that when I ask her, she can make it seem as if we have cut off our ansible connection.

Nun 1

Did you see that?

Nun 2

Saints preserve us. Was that a-

Cut to interior church. 

Medium shot of a priest seeing the shadowed creature.

Ender cont (o.s.)

And yet we will have the ability to send and intercept distant communications.

Priest

Hey!

Ender cont (o.s.)

In short, Congress will think we are blind, but in fact they will be blind to us.

Cut to interior. Peregrino’s office.

Medium shot of Novinha, Ender, Peregrino, Dom Cristao, and Bosquinha.

Ender cont

We could then regain control of Lusitania and begin working on a way to solve the descolada and still help the piggies.

Medium shot of all five. The shadowed figure comes bursting in through the door. It is Mandachuva.
Mandachuva

Come Speaker. Quick. Miro is dying at the fence.
Scene 27

Cut to exterior. Milagre.

Bird’s eye view following everyone to the fence.

Ender narrating

Human lived in utter darkness. When his mother was gone, there was nothing to eat but the sweet liquid that flowed on the surface of his world. He did not know yet that the vertical surface was the inside of a great hollow tree, and that the liquid that he ate was the sap of a tree. Until one day, when almost all the other creatures were smaller than himself, the tree opened and light came and he was so strong and swift that he reached the opening before it closed. He bent his body around the curve of the wood of the tree, and for the first time felt the rasp of outer bark under his soft belly. This was a new thing, a new world, a new life, and he was afraid. Later, when he learned language, he would remember the journey from darkness into light, and he would call it the passage from the first life to the second, from the life of darkness to the half-lit life.

Medium shot of Ender, Novinha, Ela, Peregrino, Bosquinha, Dom Navio, Dom Cristao, and Mandachuva running up to the fence. Ouanda is already there kneeling down. Miro is still in the same spot with Human and a pequinino next to him.

Ouanda
Hurry! Miro is dying!

Medium shot of Ender kneeling down.

Ender

Human, we need to turn off the fence to save Miro. But if we do, the people and piggies on Lusitania will be at war with the humans on every other world. Do you understand?

Medium shot of Human and Ender.

Human

Yes. Does this mean you will bring us the Hive Queen?

Ender

I would first need to meet with the piggie wives to work out a treaty between us. If we are to live and help one another we must make promises to each other.

Human

You will know all our secrets.

Ender

And we will give you ours.

Human

I will take you to the wives.

Medium shot of everyone. Ender turns around.

Ender
Decision time, are we cutting the ansible link or not?

Peregrino pointing to Bosquinha

It is not my decision. It is hers.

Bosquinha

My oath is to Starways Congress, but I will perjure myself to save my people. I say the fence comes down.

Close up of Ender.

Ender

Jane, did you hear that?

Jane (o.s.)

It is already done.

Medium shot of Ender climbing a turned off fence.

Medium shot of Ender kneeling down to pick up Miro.

Ender

Hang on Miro.

Medium shot of everyone pulling Miro over the fence.

Ender

Easy.

Novinha

Careful.

Medium shot of Ela, Dom Navio, and Novinha gathered around Miro. Dom Navio tries to use a defibrillator on Miro.
Novinha

Will he live?

Dom Navio

I do not know. Nobody covered this in medical school.

Medium shot of Human and Ender with Ouanda and Ela climbing the fence.

Ender

Human, take me to the wives.

Ela

Wait.

Ouanda

We are coming with you.

Medium shot of Ender, Mandachuva, Human, Ela, and Ouanda. Ela and Ouanda get down from the fence.

Ender

I do not need your help.

Ela

You might. I am a xenobiologist.

Ouanda

Stay and look after your brother, Ela.

Ela

He is your brother too Ouanda. Now lets both see to it that if he dies, he did not die for nothing.

Scene 28

Cut to exterior. Forest outside Milagre. Night time.
Medium shot of Mandachuva, Human, Ender, Ouanda, and a third pequinino walking.

Ela
Have you ever seen any different species of trees or bushes in the forest Ouanda?

Ouanda

I have never been this far before.

Bird’s eye view of all of them as they approach the pequinino’s village with a large beautiful tree in the middle.

Human

We are here. The wives’ clearing. The birthing place.

Medium shot of Human, Ender, Ela, and Ouanda.

Ender

That is a big tree.

Human

The mothertree.

Ela

Look at the trunk. It looks like it is moving.

Ouanda

Must be crawling with Macios. The worms that feed off the merdona vines.

Medium shot of Mandachuva, Human, and the third pequinino. Mandachuva holds a spear in a threatening manner.

Ender

We will not harm them.

Medium shot of a wife coming out of a hut. She is speaking father tongue.

Medium shot of Human whispering into Ender’s ear.

Human
One of the wives. Her name is Shouter.

Medium shot of Shouter speaking father tongue.

Medium shot of Ender, Human, Ela, and Ouanda.

Ender

The name fits.

Human
She calls for the Speaker of the Dead to enter the birthing place.

Ender
Tell her Ela and Ouanda must come as well. And that you must come to be my interpreter.

Close up of Mandachuva translating.

Close up of Shouter giving her response.

Medium shot of Ender and Mandachuva.

Human

She agrees.

Medium shot of Ender.

Ender

How many wives are there?

Close up of Shouter shouting angrily about something.

Medium shot of all.

Human

In the birthing place Speaker, you cannot speak unless a wife asks you a question.

Ender turns around.

Human

Speaker, where are you going? Shouter has not given you permission to go.

Ender

Tell her that I did not come to give or receive instructions. If she will not treat me as an equal, I will not treat her as an equal.

Close up of Human.

Human

I cannot tell her that.

Wide shot of all the wives shouting in father tongue.

Medium shot of Ouanda, Ender and Ela.

Ouanda

I hope you know what you are doing. The wives sound agitated.

Ender

I am improvising.

Ela

You are breaking every rule of good anthropological practice.

Ender

I am not here as a scientist Ouanda. I am here as an ambassador to make a treaty. If we are going to coexist with piggies, we cannot have them killing people like they did Pipo and Libo.

Close up of Human running for them.

Human

Speaker wait! Shouter invites you to come in as a sister to a brother. She invites you.

Medium shot of all four.

Ender

As equals?

Human

Yes please.

Ender

Then we accept.

Scene 29

Cut to exterior. Mothertree.

Medium shot of Ender, Shouter, Ouanda, Ela, and Human.

Ela

Babies.

Human

Not babies-

Extreme close up of the small pequininos that are on the tree as Ender’s hand comes into frame and one crawls on to his finger.

Human cont

These are almost grown enough to walk.

Ender

Who is the mother of this one?

Medium shot of Human, Ouanda, Ender, and Ela.

Human

The little mother never have names, but the mother of that one was fat enough to feed all five of her children.

Medium shot of all. Shouter is singing in father tongue.

Human

Now she is asking the mothertree to open its heart.

Medium shot of Shouter as a hole in the mothertree opens.

Jane (o.s.)

Look! It is opening.

Medium shot of all.

Ela

It is dark. I cannot see a thing.

Ouanda

Your jewel can see?

Ender

If I get closer, can you see inside Jane.

Extreme close up of Ender looking into the hole with his jewel visible.

Ender

Jane says there are little mothers in there. Pregnant ones. Not more than four centimeters long. One is giving birth.

Medium shot of all.

Ela

Sexual dimorphism. The females come to sexual maturity in their infancy, give birth, and die. Fascinating.

Ouanda

They cannot all die in infancy. The wives reach adulthood.

Ender

Yes, but the wives are not mothers and never have been.

Ouanda

How do you know?

Ender

Because they are alive. Newborns eat their mothers.

Medium shot of Ouanda and Ela.

Ela

He is right. None of the females have birth canals.

Ouanda

But how do they mate?

Close up of Human.

Human

We brothers carry the little mothers to the fathertrees. The father put their dust on the bark. The mother crawls on the bark and the dust get into her belly and fills it up with little ones.

Medium shot of Ender, Human, and Shouter. Ender is kneeling down.

Ender

Human, tell Shouter that we have never seen so magnificent a tree. Then tell her it is time to make a treaty.

Scene 30

Cut to exterior. Forest.

Medium shot of Ender, Shouter, Ela, and Ouanda sitting Indian style. Human is standing up. Shouter starts speaking father tongue.

Human

She says you must teach us everything humans know and bring us the Hive Queen.

Medium shot of Ender and Ela.

Ender

Agreed, but piggies must agree to terms as well. First, piggies and humans must share the land with the Hive Queen and her children.

Medium shot of Shouter, Ender and Human. Human translates and Shouter gives her response.

Human

She agrees to share the land.

Ender

Second, piggies must never humans again.

Close up of Human in shock about what he heard.

Human

We have never killed humans.

Close up of Ender.

Ender

Yes you have. We humans do not have a third life. We do not become trees, this life is our only life. When you tried to give the third life to Pipo and Libo, you killed them.

Close up of a crying Human. He is in shock.

Human

No. We did not know Speaker. We thought we were doing Libo and Pipo a great honor.
Medium shot of Mandachuva coming out from behind a tree. He too is in shock.

Mandachuva

I cut Libo with these hands! I tried to honor him and I killed his tree forever!

Medium shot of Ender, Shouter, and Human.

Human

Go Speaker. When I tell this to the wives, you will hear grief so terrible that it will sound like the breaking of trees.

Medium shot of Ender and Human.

Ender

But we have not made the treaty.

Human

I will bring it to you, written down as humans do. But first, I make my own covenant. I will honor you forever Speaker. I will never kill you.

Ender

I will also honor you forever.
Human

Will you give me the honor of the third life? Will you let me rise up and drink the light?

Close up of Ender.

Ender

I thought that a brother was supposed to do that.

Close up of human.

Human

This is how the tribe covenants. Either you must take me into the third life, or I must take you, or there is no covenant. I will not kill you Speaker and we both want a treaty.

Extreme close up of a very emotional Ender.

Ender

I will do it.

Scene 31

Cut to exterior. Just outside the forest. It is mourning.

Medium shot Ender, Ela, and Ouanda as the pequininos arrive.

Medium shot of Human handing the treaty to Ender.

Human

The covenant.

Medium shot of Ender, Ouanda, Ela, and Human. Ender is pouring through the pages. He knows what he is holding.

Ouanda

It is the copy of The Hive Queen and The Hegemon Miro gave to them.

Human

Turn it over.

Ender turns it over to find the treaty.

Ouanda

We did not teach them to write.

Human

One of the brothers learned your letter. It is everything we agreed upon. Shouter and I have signed it.

Close up of Ender’s hand signing the treaty.

Ender

You did well human. I will sign it and our Governor and Bishop will sign it.

Medium shot of Human and Ender. Human holds up his weapons.

Ender

Can the signing be enough?

Extreme close up of Human handing his weapons to Ender.

Human

From now on it will be, but only becase the same hand that signed for the humans also made the covenant the piggie way.

Extreme close up of Ender holding the weapons. He is crying.

Ender

It feels like death to me human. You are my brother now and I will never be able to talk to you again.

Close up of both Human and Ender. Both are crying.

Human

Come and sit in my shade, and see the sunlight through my leaves. And rest you back against my trunk. And write my story. Call it “The Life of Human”.

Extreme close up of Ender trying to hand back Human’s weapons. Human refuses.

Human

Tell them how we made humans and piggies one tribe.

Ender

I will tell your story.

Extreme close up of Human.

Human

Then I will truly live forever.

Close up of Human picking his spot and lying down. Human also puts the grass in his mouth.
Human

Here. Plant me next to my father Rooter.

Medium shot of Ender, Human, Mandachuva and a third pequinino.
Mandachuva

We will show you where to cut Speaker.

Pequinino

And where to put the organs that will take root.

Extreme close up of Ender and Human. The two start holding hands.

Human

I will watch the whole time Speaker. And in my eyes you will see only gratitude and love.

Medium shot of Ender getting the knife ready.

Ender

Until the next life brother.

Extreme close up of Ender. We can hear Human’s body being cut open off screen. Blood flies onto Ender’s face.

Medium shot of Human’s body with organs spread out around it.

Extreme close up of a tree starting to grow out of Human’s body.

Close up of Ouanda hugging Ender as they both cry.

Ouanda

Oh Speaker. I do not think I could have done that. I loved Human.
Ender

Yes. I did it for the same reason.

Scene 31

Cut to exterior. Fields of Lusitania. Two months later.

Wide shot of Ender and Olhado on a speeder.

Olhado

You friend in the jewel, Jane, is really helping Miro.

Medium shot of Ender and Olhado.

Ender

I am just glad Miro is alive.

Olhado

So are you really Ender? The real Ender I mean.

Ender

Yes.

Olhado

Mother does not like that.

Ender

Most people do not.

Olhado

But she likes you, though. Loves you even. Do you like her?

Ender

Would you be all right with that?

Olhado

Yeah. I would.

Ender

Good. That is important to me Olhado.

Olhado

So where are we going?

Ender

You will know it when we find it.

Cut to exterior. Shore line.
Wide shot of Ender and Olhado getting off the speeder and walking up to shore line as the sun goes down.

Medium shot of Ender and Olhado. Ender is holding the egg.

Ender

This is the place.

Olhado

How do you know?

Ender

The Hive Queen and I have been together for a long time. She can speak to my mind.

Olhado

That is weird. But you know, in a cool way.

Medium shot of Ender and Olhado digging a hole.

Olhado

Why a hole?

Ender

She is a burrower. She will want to dig once she emerges.

Extreme close up of Ender putting the egg in the hole and covering it.

Medium shot of Olhado and Ender. Ender is crying as if he would never see the Hive Queen.

Olhado

Why are you crying?

Ender

I can probably die now. All my life’s work is done.

Close up of Olhado.

Olhado

Maybe that means it is time to start to live.

Medium shot of Ender hugging Olhado.

Ender

Olhado, for a boy with metallic eyes you see better than anyone I have ever known.

Cut to exterior. Lusitania. Just outside Milagre.

Wide shot of Ender and Olhado on the speeder.

Ender
Come on. Lets go home.

Cut to exterior. Shore line. Sometime later.

Close up of the egg as it starts to hatch as the sun in the background rises to reveal the Hive Queen.

Cut to black.

