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FADE | N:
SPACE
A boundl ess mass of glittering stars.

Coasting through the enptiness, reflecting light fromthe
nearest sun eight mllion mles away, a small, conpact
SPACECRAFT.

| NT. SPACECRAFT - CONTROL ROOM

Spotl ess, white with a clinical feel. A small control pane
is fixed on the wall. To the side, a built-in nonitor wwth a
chai r adj acent.

Astronaut, HENDRI K HENSON, 35, clean shaven, healthy, in a
plain white T-shirt, trousers and white punps, stands al one
in silence, facing the control panel. He flicks a switch,
then wites data onto a cli pboard.

Hendri k checks his digital watch, hangs the clipboard on the
wal I, wal ks past the nonitor and enters -

I NT. LIVING QUARTERS

A nodul ar design, open plan living area. A bed lies in

the center, white gl oss worktops and cabi nets stretch al ong
the wal |l opposite, an EXERClI SE Bl KE st ands beside the bed, a
hyper - sl eep pod rests behind the bike.

Hendri k heads over to the bi ke, another clipboard hangs
near by, he takes it down, |ooks at his watch again, wites
the time and date -

15: 30pm 02/ 04/ 2023

Hangs up the clipboard, stretches his arns and | egs then
sits on the bike.

MOVENTS LATER:

Hendri k peddl es fast enough just to get his heart rate
going, he sits back riding with no hands and w nds down the
pace, eventually conming to a stop. He gets off the bike,
takes a white towel fromout of the white bedside table and
Wi pes his brow.



He wal ks over to the worktops, opens a cabinet - it’s a mni
fridge filled with bottled water, grabs a bottle and takes a
sip. Looks at the framed fam |y PHOTOGRAPH sitting on the

si de -

HENDRI K WTH H S ARM5S AROUND H S W FE, SASKI A, 35, AND
DAUGHTER, EDEN, 10. HAPPY TI MES.

Picks up the picture, a snmall smle appears, what he woul d
do to be with themright now

He pl aces the photo down, opens another cabinet door, taking
out a plastic bowl with a sponge and specially fornul at ed
shower gel inside. Puts the bowl on the worktop, renoves the
sponge and gel, pours in a small anount of water, lifts off
his shirt and preps for a sponge bath.

| NT. CONTRCL ROOM ( LATER)

Hendrik sits in front of the nonitor, turns on the screen
and presses a button - A VIDEO MESSACE appears, it’'s Saskia.

SASKI A
Hey sweetie. Sorry Eden isn’t here
to say hello, it’'s mdnight and I
just felt like talking to you
al one.

Saskia well's up.

SASKI A ( CONT’ D)
| mss you so nuch, Hendrik. | w sh
you were here.

Regai ns her conposure. W pes away her tears.

SASKI A ( CONT’ D)
Sorry. | know | promsed | wouldn’t
cry.

He sheds a tear.

SASKI A ( CONT’ D)
Eden wanted ne to tell you she has
her first boyfriend. H s nanes
Jason. They’'re so cute together. He
cones over and wal ks her to school
everyday, it’'s so sweet. She m sses
you Hendri k. She brags about you
all day to her friends.

He sni ggers.



SASKI A ( CONT’ D)
Qur little girl is growng up so
fast and it hurts ne know ng you
are going to mss that. It’s been
three years al ready but seens |ike
alife tinme back here.

Hendri k cups his nouth, upset.
SASKI A ( CONT’ D)
| only hope the next ten years get
easi er.
Saskia smles, hopeful.

SASKI A ( CONT’ D)
We live for your nessages, they

keep us going. | |love you so nuch
baby. 1'Il speak to you tonorrow.
Goodni ght .

The screen cuts out, turns to static.

Hendri k swallows his tears, takes a deep breath, then pushes
a button, recording a nessage.

HENDRI K
Hey honey, hope everything s OK
back hone? You | ooked so good on
your | ast nmessage. What | would
give to hold you both in ny arns.

He turns away, fighting back tears, |ooks back, clears his
t hr oat .

HENDRI K ( CONT’ D)
Ww. Eden has a boyfriend. She is
growing up fast. Eden if you're
wat chi ng, nake himjeal ous just
i ke your Mother did with nme, trust
me it will make hi mwant you nore.

He smles broadly, then saddens at the thought of what he's
about to tell them

HENDRI K ( CONT’ D)

Saskia, | have sonme bad news. |’'m
approaching the half way point to
my journey where | have to go into
hyper-sl eep. This nmeans I will be
under for two years. |I'’mafraid
tomorrow wi Il be the |ast chance
for us to be able to communicate.



Hendri k shows a | ook of guilt.

HENDRI K ( CONT’ D)
|’ mso sorry Saskia. | shouldn’t be
putting you and Eden through this.
It was selfish of ne to | eave you
two behind. | dream of you every
night and wish I could be by your
side. I love you both with all ny
heart.

Hendri k ki sses his hand and touches the screen.

HENDRI K ( CONT’ D)
Sleep tight, sweetheart.

He turns off the screen and | eaves. Di sheartened.

I NT. NASA - OFFI CE - DAY
FLASHBACK

Hendrik sits in ordinary clothes opposite project nmanager,
M KE EDAQ NGTON, 45.

M KE
As you are well aware fromthe
Intel from Cassini, |arge deposits

of hydrocarbon have been di scovered
on Titan. This is the first stable
bodi ed surface |iquid found outside
of Earth. Hendrik, we are preparing
a mssion to launch to this noon.
After a neeting with ny superiors,
we believe you are the right man
for the job.

Hendri k snil es.

HENDRI K
When is mssion | aunch?

M KE
Si x nonths from now.

Hendri k sits back. In thought.
HENDRI K

If | say yes, who will be assisting
nme?



M KE
That’s the difficult part. It’s a
one man mssion. A single craft. A
thirteen year round trip in
conpl ete isolation.

Hendri k exhal es heavily.

HENDRI K
Thirteen years w thout being with

nmy famly.

M KE
It’s a lot to sacrifice, | know.
Dwnell on it, speak with your
famly. If you accept, we wll give
you the full briefing.

| NT. HENSON RESI DENTS - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Hendrik sits with Saskia and his daughter, Eden. They're in
the m ddl e of dinner.

HENDRI K
It’s a huge opportunity. | will be
the first person to have travel ed
that far through space.

SASKI A
How long will you be gone?
HENDRI K
It’s too long. Thirteen years give

or take.
Saskia sits back, |ost for words.

SASKI A
Un..What did you tell then?

HENDRI K
| said | would talk to you

Hendri k takes Saki a’ s hand.

HENDRI K ( CONT’ D)
Listen, | could not inmge being
away fromyou two for that |ong.
Leaving you for all those years
will be too nuch to ask. The only
positive that will conme fromthis

(More)



HENDRI K (CONT’ D) (Cont’ d)
is that we will be set for life.
The only reason | woul d consi der
going on this mssion is because of

you guys.
Saskia gives hima warmsm | e.

END OF FLASHBACK.

| NT. LI VI NG QUARTERS
LI GHTS flicker on.

Hendri k’ s eyes shoot open, wakes up in a cold sweat. He
breat hs heavy, it was just a dream

He rubs his eyes, sits on the edge of the bed for a nonent
before rising, trudges over to the cabinets taking out a
foil packet of food, puts it on the worktop, stretches his
neck and pads along to the control room- SWTCHES FLI CKED -
el egant cl assical MJSI C sounds throughout the craft.

Hendri k returns, makes his bed.

MONTAGE

- Hendrik sits on the edge of his bed, eats fromthe foi
packet .

- Hendrik cycles on the exercise bike.
- Hendrik in the mddle of a sponge bath.
END OF MONTAGE.

| NT. CONTROL ROOM

Hendrik sits in front of the nmonitor, he is at the end of
his briefing with NASA conmuni cati ons.

HENDRI K
This is Henson signing out,
preparing for hyper-sleep. 1'll see

you when | wake up. Henson out.

He switches off the screen, takes a mnute to conpose
hinmself. Starts a recording, puts on a brave face.



HENDRI K
Well this is it sweetheart, the
long haul until | will be able to
speak to you again. | wish I had
nore tinme to say goodbye. | |ove
you both so nmuch. Eden | ook after
your Modther and do well in school.
Saskia, | will be dream ng about
you, | love you forever baby. 1’1
send you a transm ssion as soon as
| can.

Hendri k ki sses his hand, then touches the screen, just I|ike
he did before. He turns off the nonitor

I NT. LIVING QUARTERS

Hendri k junps into the hyper-sleep pod, gets confy and
closes the lid.

FADE QUT:
BLACK SCREEN
RUMBLI NG
LI GHT FLI CKERS ON AND OFF.
AN ALARM SOUNDS
SUDDEN SI LENCE AND CALM
LI GHTS FLI CKER OFF - DARKNESS.
MOMENTS LATER.
LI GHTS FLI CKER ON
Hyper - sl eep pod opens, hands grab the side, Hendrik pulls
ngéelf up, stretches his arnms and neck, junps out of the
Hendri k wal ks over to the mni fridge, grabs a bottle of
wat er, takes a big gulp, studies the craft - everything is
normal . He opens a draw, pulls out a small portable mrror
and razor, |ooks at his reflection, he needs a shave.
MOVENTS LATER
He puts away the bowl, glances at his watch - it’s not

wor ki ng. TAPS it - nothing happens. He frowns. Myves to the
control room



| NT. CONTROL ROOM ( LATER)
Hendri k passes the nonitor, heading the flight deck not

to
noticing a small RED LI GHT FLASH NG by the screen - He has a
nessage.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK

A conpact area. A single pilots chair, a nunber of control
panels to the side and overhead. Three w ndscreens | ook out
of the craft - Hendrik | eans over the chair, peers outside -
TRANQUI LI TY, STARS AGAI NST THE BLACK VA D.

BACK TO SCENE

Hendri k surveys the outside, no sign of any noons or
pl anet s.

He steps away, puzzled. Rermains calm heads to the contro
room

| NT. CONTROL ROOM

Hendri k notices the flashing red flight, quickly turns on
the screen, it’s Saskia and Eden.

A sigh of relief, he sits and watches the nessage.

SASKI A
(on screen)
Hey Sweetie, | know your asleep and
you won’t get this till you wake

up, but 1 just wanted you to know
that we are thinking of you and
pray for the day that you cone
hone.

EDEN
(on screen)
W | ove you daddy!

Hendri k sheds a tear, touches the screen, caresses Eden’'s
face with his finger tips.

SASKI A
(on screen)
| love you Hendrik. Sweet dreans.



EDEN
Sl eep tight Daddy!

The screen goes to static - nunbers "1/411" in the corner.

Hendri k frowns, clicks NEXT on the panel - it’s Saskia and
Eden agai n.

EDEN
(on screen)
H Daddy! It’s ny el eventh
bi rt hday.

Saski a eats cake.

SASKI A
(mout hf ul)
Your mi ssing out on sone delicious
bi rt hday cake.

He chuckl es.

EDEN
Look what Momy got ne.

Eden picks up a new chocol at e Labrador puppy.
SASKI A
Sorry sweetie, | know how nuch you
hat e dogs, but | ook how cute he is.
Hendri k sni ckers.

SAKI A ( CONT’ D)
Anyway honey, | better get back to

the cooking, I can’t wait for the
day you wake up. | love you
EDEN

| love you Daddy!

The screen turns to static, flicks to the next nessage -
it’s Mke Edgi ngton from NASA conmmruni cati ons.

M KE
(on screen)

Henson. You won’t see this

transm ssion until you' re

consci ous, but you are one nonth

into your hyper-sleep and we have
encountered sone difficulties in

regards to your current position.
As soon as you receive this you

(More)



10.

M KE (Cont’ d)
must reset your GPS device so we
can establish your location. | |ook
forward to speaking with you
Henson. Edgi ngton out.
The screen cuts out.

He noves back to the flight deck.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK

Hendri k punches in buttons on the control panel, the GPS is
unable to get a location. The DIG TS frantically flash
random nunbers on the panel.

A sudden thought - he rushes back to the control room

| NT. CONTROL ROOM

Flicks to another message on the nonitor - it’s Saskia
agai n.
SAKI A
(on screen)
Hey HendriKk. .

Hendri k frowns, sonething’ s wong. Looks at the nunbers in
the corner "4/411" - He fast forwards to nessage "287/411"

An ol der | ady appears on the screen, it’'s Saskia, 87.

SASKI A
(on screen)
| still haven’t given up hope.
know that you are still out there

somewhere. It’'s been fifty two
years today since you set off on
your m ssion.

Hendri k covers his nouth, shocked, tears stream down his
f ace.

SASKI A ( CONT’ D)
(on screen)
|”ve been waiting all this tineg,
hopi ng, wi shing you will cone hone
or send a nessage. .

Hendrik flicks to another nmessage - nunber "365/411"



11.

It’s Eden, 62, and her daughter, MA, 30, sits by her side.

EDEN
H Dad, It’s ny sixty second
bi rt hday.
M A
Hey Granddad.
M a waves.
Hendri k cri es.
EDEN
It’s been just over a year since
Mom passed. | hope she has found

peace and is by your side...

Hendri k struggles not to lose it. He clicks to the |ast
nmessage "411/411"

It’s Ma, 45, teary eyed.

M A
(on screen)
Hey Grandpa, It’s Ma. Mm passed
away. She died peacefully in her
sl eep a few days ago.

Hendri k cries harder.

M A (CONT' D)
(on screen)

She lived a full life and spoke
about you all the tinme. And if you
are still out there, I'’msure that
they are with you now They had
nore strength than | do, | have
come to terns with the fact that
you are never com ng back. |I'm
sorry, this is the | ast nessage to
you Grandpa, | |ove you. Goodbye.

The screen turns static.

Hendri k | oses it, weeps uncontroll ably.



12.

| NT. CONTROL ROOM
SUPER: TWO DAYS LATER
Foil food packets and enpty water bottles |ie by his side.
Hendri k, unshaven, bags under his eyes, hasn’t noved for
days, speaks into a conmunications mc by the nonitor.
HENDRI K
Communi cations this is Henson, |
have veered off course and have no
i dea where | am The year is
unknown and nmy GPS tracking system
is down. Can you advi se? Henson
out.
Hendri k switches off the screen.
LAUGHTER.
Hendri k turns around. Not hing.
LAUGHTER.

He junps out of his seat, rushes to the flight deck.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK
Hendri k searches the deck - nothing again.
Takes a deep breath, closes his eyes.

HENDRI K
| nmust be losing ny m nd.

Wal ks back to the living quarters.

I NT. LI'VING QUARTERS

Hendri k grabs a bottle of water fromthe mni fridge, takes
a sip.

SASKI A (V. O
Stay calm Hendri k.

Hendri k turns, the voice cane from behind - no one there.



13.

HENDRI K
Saski a?

He wells up.

HENDRI K ( CONT’ D)
Where are you?

Looks in every direction.
S| LENCE.

Hendri k cl oses his eyes again, shakes his head, slaps
hinmself in the face. Then noves to the control room

| NT. CONTROL ROOM

He sits at the nonitor, no nessage from NASA communi cati on.
Sends anot her nessage.

HENDRI K
Communi cations this is Henson, did
you receive ny last transm ssion?
Pl ease send transm ssion for
assi st ance. Henson out.

He switches off the screen. Moves to the flight deck.

I NT. FLI GHT DECK

Hendrik sits, attenpts to pin point his location on the GPS.
SLAMS his fist with frustration, exhales. It’s not worKking.

The shi p RUMBLES.

Looks out the w ndow, nothing has changed - the ship stil
floating in space.

He heads to the control panel, opens the door.

| NT. CONTROL ROOM

Hendri k stands in the door, dunmbfounded - it’s control room
after control room- a never ending cycle.

He closes the flight deck door, noves towards the first door
on his right that leads to the living quarters.



14.

Bef ore openi ng the door -

SASKI A (V. O
Stay calm Hendrik.
Hendri k | ooks behind - still no one there.
HENDRI K

Saski a, where are you?
S| LENCE.
H's head flips in every direction. Desperate to find her.

HENDRI K ( CONT’ D)
Saski a! ?

Hendri k pushes through the door, stands in the doorway -
it’s Mke Edgington’s NASA office. Hendrik sits opposite
M ke, talking.

NASA OFFI CE

M KE
So did you speak to your famly.

HENDRI K
| did sir. It was a long talk, and
| decided to accept your offer.

They shake hands.

Hendri k cl oses the door.

CONTROL ROOM

Rushes to the next door on his right, opens it - it’s
hinmself in the spacecraft living quarters, working out on
t he bi ke. He slans the door.

Runs past a few nore doors, opens another - It’s hinself
again, he sits at the nonitor, food packets and enpty water
bottles by his side, desperate to nake contact w th NASA
conmuni cat i ons.

Hendri k covers his nouth, shocked.

HENDRI K
No, No, No!

He shuts the door.



15.

SASKI A (V.0
Keep calm Hendri k.

HENDRI K
Saski a, where are you?

Hendrik ripping his hair out with frustration. Turns the way
he canme - it’s now anot her endl ess cycle of control roons.

He runs back to where he thinks he started, opens the door
on his left - it’s the NASA OFFI CE again. He sits opposite
M ke.

NASA OFFI CE

M KE

So did you speak to your famly?
HENDRI K

| did sir, and over a |ong

di scussion, | decided agai nst your

offer. I'msorry sir.
M KE

| understand Henson. It’s a lot to
ask and a big sacrifice.

They shake hands.
M KE ( CONT' D)
| would like to offer you an
al ternate position, supervising the

training for the astronaut chosen
for the m ssion.

HENDRI K
O course sir.

CONTROL ROOM

Hendrik hurries to the next door, opens it - It’s Eden's
el eventh birthday party.

DI NI NG ROOM

Hendri k, Saski a and Eden stand around a cake and bl ow out
t he candl es.

CONTROL ROOM
He shuts the door. Takes a deep breath.



16.

HENDRI K
What is happening to ne?

SASKI A (V. O
Stay cal m Sweetie. Nothing is
happeni ng to you.

HENDRI K
| nmust be going crazy?

SASKI A (V. O
Your not Honey. Please try and stay
focused, renmenber what you once

told ne.

HENDRI K
What | once told you? What do you
mean?

Hendri k | ooks up and down the endl ess control room

SASKI A (V.0

That our bodies are a vessel...
HENDRI K

And after we pass, we go to another

di mensi on.
H s eyes shoot w de open.

HENDRI K
Anot her di nensi on.

He rushes to the next door and opens it - it’s hinself, 60
and Sakia, 60. Retired. They sit on the sofa together
enj oyi ng a glass of w ne.

He turns, opens the door opposite, stands in the doorway,
gazes at hinself inside the living quarters, his winkled
skin and Grey hair suggests he is nmuch older, close to
death. He’'s in hyper-sleep. Hendrik steps back, in thought,
mutters to hinself.

HENDRI K
The fifth di mension. The doors are
giving nme ny life in different
scenari os.

Hendri k crouches, back to the wall, leaning. Puts his head
in his hands.



17.

HENDRI K ( CONT’ D)
This can’t be happeni ng.

He SLAPS his face, rises.

HENDRI K ( CONT’ D)
Get it together.

Runs down the never ending control room- frantically opens
every door he passes, desperately trying to find the door to
the present tine, he eventually stops, pants for breath.
Conposes hinsel f, closes his eyes and takes a deep breath,

t hen opens his eyes to -

| NT. RESTROOM - NASA COVMUNI CATI ONS

H's reflection in a mrror - his normal self, but full of
dread and uncertainty. Water drips down his face, his white
collar shirt soaking wet froma conbi nati on of sweat and
wat er that he splashed over hinself. He turns off the tap,

| eans on the sink, exhales with relief. A HAND pats himon
the back - it’s M Kke.

M KE
Everyt hi ng OK Henson? You’ ve been
in here for half an hour?

Hendri k | ooks at hinself in the mrror again, unsure on what
to say.

M KE ( CONT’' D)
Have you deci ded on your answer?

Hendri k faces M ke. Lost.
M ke puts an arm around him ushers hi m outside.
M KE ( CONT’ D)
Come on, let’s go back to the
conf erence.
They | eave.

THE END
FADE QUT.



