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FADE | N:

I NT. LI'VING ROOM | ZZY'S APARTMENT - EARLY MORNI NG

Political science textbooks |ay scattered across a coffee
t abl e al ongsi de mar bl e not ebooks and two | aptop conputers.

A bottle of Bourbon is knocked on its side next to

| ZZY WALKER (21), a femal e short-haired coll ege student
who's sprawl ed out on the floor in her underwear.

Tears stream down her face, while fresh brui ses cover the
si de of her neck, her upper arm and her abdonen.

Her hand rests on her inner thigh where blood trickles down
fromher groin and falls onto the carpet.

MARK (21), her tall abuser, enters the living roomwith a
pl astic bag of ice held against his right knuckles.

He's still catching his breath as he | oons over her, his
| anky figure casting a shadow over her defensel ess body.

He grabs the textbooks, his notebook, and one of the
conputers, and stuffs theminto a backpack.

Hi s shadow passes over her again as he stops... hesitating.
| zzy senses him and holds her breath... Finally he |eaves.
The door opens, and the light fromof the hall pours in.

Mark turns back to | ook at her... His hard brown eyes
staring down... His narrow, structured face twtches.

After a long nonent of silent reflection, he turns away and
sl ans the door shut behind him Izzy bawl s her eyes out.

After a few deep breaths she starts to conpose herself.

The pain is alnost too nuch as she struggles to her feet and
puts back on her half-torn shirt.

Her cell phone rings in the distance..

She presses her hand agai nst her stonmach and linps into the
Kl TCHEN

just as the phone stops ringing.

She catches her breath as she checks the display:



1 Mssed Call: Sera Bel

| ZZY
Shit.

| zzy takes sone tinme to calmher breath and stop crying..

Then unl ocks her phone and calls Sera.

| NT. BATHROOM LONDON DORM RCOM - DAY

SERA (21), a punky coll ege student with purple tipped hair,
sits on the toilet brushing her teeth with the door open

when the cell phone on her bed rings..
Sera spits her the toothpaste into the toilet, flushes,
gives her nouth a quick rinse, and races to get the phone in
time.
SERA
Hey babe.
| NTERCUT -- PHONE CONVERSATI ON

| zzy covers the phone and takes one nore deep breath.

| ZZY
(softly, with a
trenbl e)
Hey you.
SERA
What did | wake you?
| ZZY
No.
SERA

You sound tired. What were you up al
ni ght studyi ng? Don't you have that
big poli sci md termtoday? Right?

| ZZY
Yeah. | guess |I'mjust tired.
SERA
Well... if you wanna wake yourself up

for the day you know I'm al ways up
for sone early norning phone sex.
What do you say?



lzzy twitches a little and tries to keep hersel f together.

| ZZY
| would but I"'mso tired. London
still growi ng on you? You go out | ast
ni ght ?

SERA
I wish you could ve cone with ne.

| ZZY
Me too..

SERA
Only three nore weeks.

| ZZY
Three nore weeks. ..

SERA
Then we can bang each other's brains
out .

| ZZY
Yeah. . .

SERA
Are you okay |zzy? You don't sound
good.

| ZZY
Sorry. It's just this test. |I'm
really stressed out. |I'm kinda drunk
al so.

SERA

Well shit girl, don't be hung over
for your test.

| ZZY

I don't get hangovers.
SERA

I know. | know.
| ZZY

Listen. Sera. It's alnost six. |
gotta start getting ready...

SERA
kay. Good |l uck on your test baby.

| ZZY
Thanks.



SERA
| love you..

| ZZY
| love you too.

| zzy ends the call and bursts into tears.

She slides down the counter to the blood sneared til ed
fl oor.

After a few breaths she pulls herself back up, opens the
cupboard drawer, and reaches for a liquid bottle of Ny-Quil.

She tears open the plastic cap and drinks the whole bottle.

| NT. SHOWER, |ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY
| zzy has passed out in the tub... the blood all washed away.

CUT TGO

| NT. BEDROOM | ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY

| zzy wakes up in her bed, covered in towels.

She | ooks over at the alarmclock: 2:37PM

She rolls over and groans, both fromfrustration and pain.
SERI ES OF SHOTS - | ZZY:

-- brushes her teeth.

-- washes her face and stares in the mrror.

-- grabs a long sleeved shirt from her closet.

-- puts it on and covers up her black and bl ue brui ses.
-- uses lots of make-up to cover her injuries.

-- ties her sneakers.

-- conbs her hair.

END SERI ES

lzzy is dressed and ready for the day... she | ooks at

herself in her standing mrror and forces a smle onto her
face.



But when she opens the door and wal ks out into the

LI VI NG ROOM

she finds herself confronted with the horrors of the
previous night. Dried blood on the carpet. Broken shards of
gl ass.

| zzy steps over it, trying not to give it any attention.

She stuffs her conputer into her backpack and zips it up.

EXT./INT. 1ZzY'S CAR, H GHWAY - DAY
| zzy drives along a Louisiana hi ghway past dense forest.
When a RADI O COMMERCI AL transitions into a country song. .

lzzy turns off the radio.

EXT. COLLEGE PARKI NG LOT - DAY

| zzy parks her car and wal ks towards canpus.

I NT. POLI SCI CLASSROOM - DAY

The classic testing environnment. Pencils nove. The
occasional sniffle and cough. The screech of a shifting
desk.

MR. CHANNI NG, the elderly Japanese professor sits at his
desk as he watches over his students m d-term exam

lzzy sits in the back corner of the room trying to focus
as she answers the essay portion of her md-term And yet...

She can't help but glance frequently to her front-left...
where Mark is effortlessly conpleting the test.

lzzy's face tightens. Her eyebrows furrow as she tries to
not | ook at him She shuts her eyes for a few seconds...
Cal m

Mark's desk shuffles as he stands up to turn his test in.

| zzy stares himdown as he nmakes his way to the front of the
cl assroomto hand M. Channing his exam

She conti nues her star as he turns around and struts towards
the exit |located at the back of the cl ass.



As he passes by he | ooks... and they nake eye contact.
But Mark just |ooks away and picks up his pace as he | eaves.
| zzy takes a deep breath and continues writing.

MRS. PERRY (V.Q)
And it was during this fascinating
time period that a power struggle
br oke out anong the political
factions in Russia.

| NT. DI FFERENT CLASSROOM - DAY

lzzy is seated towards the side of the class as she attend
MRS. PERRY'S (50s) lecture. lzzy slouches at her desk, half
paying attention. Her |aptop's open but the screen's bl ank.

MRS. PERRY
Al'l this time Czar N cholas the
second t hought that his people would
rescue himfromhis captors, but no
one ever did.

INT. 12ZY'S CAR, H GWAY - DAY

|l zzy drives with the radio off. Her eyes look hurt, like a
pi ece of her has been taken away. Her dignity.

Wen a tear wells up in her eye, she sniffles, wipes it
away, and sl aps herself on the cheek. She has to remain
strong.

| ZZY (V. Q)
Eric, party of two.

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

| zzy stands behind the hosts table. The place is packed.
ERIC and his WFE make their way to |lzzy as she grabs two
menus. |zzy |ooks at them and puts on a blatantly fake

smle.

| ZZY
H . Eric?

ERI C
Yes ma' am



| ZZY
Fol | ow ne pl ease.

|l zzy | eads them towards their table.

| NT. 1ZZY'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

The door unlocks and Izzy wal ks in. Nothing' s changed...

She inmredi ately kicks off her shoes, tosses her backpack

asi de and crashes on the couch. She covers her face with her
hands and breathes. It's been a | ong day.

She puts her hands down and stares into space, thinking.

Finally, she takes out her phone, navigates to the keypad,
and hesitantly types in 9-1-1.

And after a long nonent's thought... presses dial.
She hol ds the phone up to her ear.

OPERATOR (V. Q)
Ni ne one one. What's your ener--

| zzy hangs up. She can't do it. She has another i dea.

| zzy stands up with a purpose and grabs the bottl e of
Bour bon. She takes it to the

Kl TCHEN

And throws it in the trash

She kneel s, opens a cabinet, and grabs a bottle of RESOLVE.
SERI ES OF SHOTS -

I N THE LI VI NG ROOM

-- sprays the blood stains on the carpet and scrubs.

-- wi pes down the table in front of the couch.

-- washes up the tile kitchen fl oor.

-- picks up her shirt fromthe previous night.

-- throws it in the washing machine... No, she takes the
shirt back.

-- throws the shirt in the trash



I N THE BATHROOM

-- takes off her shirt and | ooks at herself in the mrror.
-- touches her bruises and wi nces at the pressure.

-- scrubs herself clean in the shower.

-- dries herself off with a towel.

-- blow dries her short hair.

-- puts on sone confortabl e pajanas.

END SERI ES

I NT. LI'VING ROOM | ZZY'S APARTMENT - NI GHT
lzzy sits at the table with her textbook and | aptop open..
And starts typing..

FADE TO

EXT./INT. 1Z2zY'S CAR, H GHWAY - DAY

|l zzy | ooks great. Her face glows. Her hair is styled.
The radi o even plays an upbeat song.

SUPER: "3 WEEKS LATER'

| zzy takes an Al RPORT EXIT.

She drives towards International Arrivals.

EXT. AIRPORT PI CK UP - DAY

Sera waits on the curb with two |arge suitcases and a
backpack, staring at the buzz of famlies reuniting.

And when she spots 1zzy pull up, Sera grabs her stuff and
rushes towards the car!

| zzy gets out and they screamw th excitenent as they neet
in along hug that transitions to passionate ki ssing.

Much to the disapproval of an ELDERLY COUPLE who gives them
a distinct look of vitriolic objection.

The | ove birds stop kissing.



SERA
I m ssed you so bl oody rnuch.

| ZZY
You have no i dea.

They hug again. Wien they're done, |zzy grabs one of Sera's
sui tcases and hel ps her stuff it into the trunk of the car.

SERA (V. Q)
They had so nany plays on.

I NT. 1ZZY'S CAR - DAY

Sera excitedly sits on the edge of her seat with her body
turned as nuch towards |zzy as possible.

SERA
| could ve literally seen a different
show every day while |I was there.

| ZZY
Was it |ike Shakespeare and stuff?

SERA
Everything you could think of. They
have the d obe Theater where they
only play Shakespeare, but best was

Oscar W/ de.

| ZZY
You see the Inportance of Being
Ear nest ?

SERA

Yeah. My roonmate took ne. She's
majoring in literature and she got
credit for it.

| ZZY
That's cool

SERA
Yeah. It was so funny. So how did you
do on your md-ternf

| ZZY
I quit ny job.

SERA
What ? Why?



| ZZY
|'mso exhausted all the tine.
Working the night shift four days a
week. And |I'm not even a waitress
yet.

SERA
Have you been savi ng?
| ZZY
Barely. | just want to do sonething |

actually Iike. What | really need is
to get ny grades up so | can bag that
congressi onal internship.

SERA
Isn't that unpaid?

| ZZY
| don't think so. | figure I'lIl work
| ess, study nore, and ace ny finals.

SERA
lzzy. You can't just up and quit your
job like that! Even if you do raise
your grades you still aren't even
guaranteed to get it. Those
internship prograns are so damm
conpetitive.

| ZZY
It's worth a shot.

SERA
... Hey, babe... You mind if | say
sonmet hing? I don't wanna of fend you.

| ZZY
Go for it.
SERA
Look. It's just... Your nunber one

priority has to be to get out of
college with as little debt as
possible, right? And if you quit now,
and you don't get that internshinp,
which lets be real, only like one
percent of the people who apply
actually get in. That's what? Six
weeks? That's like three grand you're
| eaving on the table! If | were you,
I'"d just power through til you
gr aduat e.

( MORE)

10.



SERA (cont' d)
Worry about that government job
| ater, and get yourself a new job
A S A P.

| ZZY
| can't live |like this anynore, Sera.

SERA
Oh, baby.

Sera puts her hand on |zzy's shoul der.

SERA (cont' d)
You' ve been | onely. Haven't you.

| ZZY
Yeah! ? And who's fault is that!?

Sera can't help but be taken aback by her attitude.

SERA
Wel | soneone's cranky. Do you need a
nap?

| ZZY
Screw you! 1've been busting nmy ass
all year while you' ve been going to
pl ays.

SERA

Perks of majoring in Theatre. You
know you shoul d becone an actress.
You're really good at the whole
enotion thing.

| ZZY
Yeah right. My parents already
basi cally di sowned ne. | nmagi ne how
they'd feel if they saw ne on TV.

SERA
Pl ease don't tell nme you're still
| ooki ng for the approval of those
honophobi ¢ negl ectful asshol es.

| ZZY
Just my nomls approval | guess. She
doesn't really care. My dad's the
dick. He's barely said a word since |
told him but he still |oves ne. |
know he does.

SERA
Are you sure about that?



| zzy | aughs.

| ZZY
Yes.

SERA
Well if | remenber correctly, when
you i ntroduced ne as your girlfriend
they called you a pervert and stopped
payi ng your tuition. Real classy nove
t here.

| ZZY
| just need to talk to her.

SERA
You can't go back there, 1zzy! You
gotta keep noving forward. Renenber
our dream of noving to New York? ...
Well we aren't gonna get there if you
get stuck in this stupid place.

| ZZY
She's still ny nom

SERA
And he's hol ding you back! You
deserve better. Prove hi mwong.
Becone president or sonething.

| ZZY
A gay president? In Anerica?

SERA
You never know.

| ZZY
I"'ma poli sci mgjor. Actually | do
know.

SERA
Fai r enough. My point is--

| ZZY
-- No, you'reright. It's tinme to
nove on. You're back. And you're al
| need innmy life.

SERA
Well... You do need a degree.

Sera | aughs too. Sonme tension has broken.

| ZZY
I"'mreally glad you' re back

12.



13.

SERA
It's great to be back

Sera turns up the song on the radio!

I NT. 1ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY

The place is spotless. The carpet is clean and vacuuned. The
tiles in the kitchen shine. The counter glistens.

The door unlocks as lzzy and Sera walk in. Sera i mediately
takes notice of the flawl ess condition of the apartnent.

SERA
VWw. You didn't have to do this.

| ZZY
| did. My mnd... kept... wanderi ng.
I thought if I got rid of all the
clutter and cleaned up a bit I'd
think nore clearly. Have sone better

focus.

SERA
Did it work?

| ZZY
Alittle bit.

SERA
Well it | ooks amazing. Qur place
hasn't | ooked this good since it was
enpty.

Sera turns towards |zzy and grabs her face |ovingly.

SERA (cont' d)
Great job babe.

They kiss, and linger in a |ong hug.

| ZZY
So do you wanna unpack now?

SERA
No way. You know how lazy | amwth
all that packi ng and unpacki ng shit.

Sera rolls her suitcase towards the bedroom
SERA (cont' d)

Al'l this cleanliness is kinda turning
nme on.



14.

| ZZY
Weird com ng fromyou, considering
how filthy you are.

SERA
And you love it.

Sera follows lzzy into the

BEDROOM

The bed is made. The ni ght-stand dust ed.
Everything' s clean as a whistle.

Sera wal ks in and rests her suitcase on the wall next to the
door. She takes off her backpack and tosses it to the fl oor.

SERA (cont' d)
Mm | missed this bed.

Sera junps and |l ands face first into the bed. She takes a
deep breath and rolls over to her back.

SERA (cont' d)
Vel l ¢’ nmon now.

Sera reaches out, wanting lzzy to fall on top of her.
| ZZY

You want sone tea or sonething. Maybe
Engl i sh Breakfast? Since that's your

t hi ng now.

SERA
No. | don't want sonme tea. | want
you.

lzzy smiles and hops onto the bed besi de her.
Sera sits up and leans into |zzy.

| zzy |l eans right back... and they kiss.

lzzy clinbs on top of her as things heat up.

But when Sera pushes lzzy flat on the bed in what would
normal |y be a sexy nove... |lzzy tenses up.

Sera nounts her, takes of her shirt, tosses it away, and
tilts down to kiss lzzy's neck..

But she just turns her head and stares at the wall.



15.

Sera's stream of kisses gracefully noves down |zzy's torso.
She reaches under 1zzy's shirt fondles her breasts.
Her kisses nmove further down... She reaches her waist.

Sera unbuttons lzzy's jeans and pulls themoff... then
all ows her hands to work their way into |zzy's underwear.

| zzy starts sweating. She closes her eyes.

| ZZY
Stop. Sera. Stop!

Sera stops wth a sudden pul se of confused hesitation.

SERA
What's wong. Have | | ost ny touch?

Tears formin lzzy's eyes. She sniffles and starts sobbi ng.

SERA (cont' d)
Jesus. You really take enotional to a
whol e new | evel

| ZZY
Shut up!

Sera is taken aback. She sits up.

SERA
What's wong |zzy? Hey. ..

| zzy doesn't respond. She continues crying.

SERA (cont' d)
You need to talk to ne here babe.

| ZZY
(soft)
| thought... 1'd just get over it.
SERA

Get over what? Jesus Christ. Did you
cheat on nme agai n?

| ZZY
| got raped!

Sera freezes. |lzzy stands up, storns into the bathroom and
sl ams the door shut behind her.

Sera rubs her face... and slowy approaches the door..



SERA

When. .. when was this?
| ZZzY (O S.)
Three weeks ago. ..
SERA
Who? Who did it?
| ZZzY (O S.)
Mar k.
SERA

Hm? Jesus Christ.
The toilet flushes and the door opens back up.
lzzy is crying hysterically... Sera holds her.

SERA (cont' d)
What happened? How?

| ZZY
| don't know. It was the night before
my mdterm W were just studying and

hangi ng out and then he just... he
j ust.
SERA
Oh ny God. Did you report it?
| ZZY
| can't--
SERA

Wiy the hell not!? You have to.

| ZZY
| have too nuch shit to do in school
I can't have this on ny back too.

SERA
No. No. No. No. That asshole isn't
getting away with this. You're
calling the police now.

| ZZY
No. |'m not.
SERA
Then 1'Il do it for you.

Sera takes her armoff lzzy and turns. |zzy grabs her.



| ZZY
No you wont! I'mhandling this ny
way.

SERA

You aren't handling shit, girl! You
can't let himget away with this. You
think you're his first? You wanna | et
sonmeone el se wind up just like you?

| zzy sl aps her! They're both shocked... lzzy cries nore.
| ZZY
Shit. I'msorry.
SERA
No. I'msorry.
| ZZY

It's just not worth it Sera! You know
how col | eges handl e t hese cases.
He'll end up getting away with it!

And I'll just end up with constant
di sci plinary hearings and this shit
al ways on ny mnd when all | wanna do
is forget it ever happened!
SERA
You... We have to try.
| ZZY
I'"'mthe one who got raped Sera. Not
you. This is ny decision. |I'mjust

going to nove on with nmy life.

SERA
kay. You know what? You're right.
Fine. It's your decision.

| ZZY

Thanks babe. | |ove you.
SERA

I love cake.
| ZZY

Now really isn't the time for jokes.

SERA
I thought 1'd lighten up the nood.
I"msorry. This is honestly really
awkwar d.

17.



| ZZY
What do you nean?
SERA
You seem pretty much over it. | don't
know how to act.
| ZZY
Just be yourself. I'mjust trying not

tolet it bother ne.

SERA
It nmust really suck to have to see
that piece of shit in class al nost
every day.

| ZZY
Yeah. | never really understood that
whol e concept of triggers before.
That's why | decided to clean up the
living room It happened on the couch
and... on the carpet.

SERA
Jesus. That's terrible.

| ZZY
| tried getting away once but he
dragged nme down, and | tried again
but he punched nme in the stomach.

SERA
Oh God. lzzy! That pig. Are you okay
now?

| ZZY
I had sonme bruises but they're al
gone.

SERA
"' mgonna get that piece of shit.

| ZZY
No. Don't you do anything. Please.

Sera is agitated. She starts fidgeting.

SERA
I can't just sit here.

| ZZY
You have to. For ne. The last thing |
want is for you to get hurt.

18.



lzzy

Ser a

| NT.
lzzy

Ser a

lzzy

Ser a

| NT.
2: 30

19.

hol ds Sera's face. She | ooks in her eyes.

| ZZY (cont' d)
We' Il be okay. Trust nme.

SERA
I"'mthe one who's supposed to be
consol i ng you.

| ZZY
Hey... Look at ne. Look at nme. You're
goi ng to be okay.
SERA
(playful)
Shut up!
| ZZY

So how about that tea?

SERA
I'I'l make it. You rel ax.

wal ks out of the bedroomand |Izzy |ays back, smling.

CUT TGO

LI VING ROOM | ZZY'S APARTMENT - NI GHT
and Sera cuddl e on the couch as they watch TV.
yawns and stretches.
SERA
| should go to bed. Jet |ag and
what ever .
t akes her head off Sera's shoul der.

| ZZY
|'"ve got an early class too.

switches off the TV and they head to the Bedroom

BEDROOM | ZZY' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

AM |zzy and Sera are cuddled in a deep sl eep.

TI MELAPSE t hrough the night as the sun rises and shi nes.

7:45

AM RING RING The alarmon |lzzy's phone goes off.



20.

She sl oWy opens her eyes and switches off the alarm
Sera's still asleep. lzzy takes a nonent to stare at her.

She snil es.

I NT. 1ZZY'S CAR - DAY

| zzy eats a breakfast burrito as she drives, half-dancing
al ong to an upbeat pop song playing on the radio.

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

| zzy sits in the back corner of the packed |ecture. MR
FI SCHER paces in front of a bland | ooking power-point
present ati on.

MR Fl SCHER
And what | want to know is: what does
the DA have to do with the police
reports once they are investigated?

Mark sits a fewrows in front of her. She tries her best to
ignore himas she diligently takes notes.

MR. FI SCHER (cont' d)
M ss Wal ker ?

Everyone turns to face her... even Mark.

| ZZY
Yeah?

MR Fl SCHER
Do you have an answer for ne?

| ZZY
Um .. Well... The DA woul d. ..

M. Fischer's voice starts fading as |zzy starts |osing
concentration. She's going to be sick.

MR Fl SCHER
M ss Wal ker... are you okay?

| zzy shoots out of her desk and runs out the back door.
Mark stares along with the rest of the class.

MR FI SCHER (cont'd)
kay. Well that's enough of that.



21.

The class politely | aughs.

| NT. HALLWAY - SAMVE

| zzy runs through the hall w th her hand over her nouth.
STUDENTS stare as she rushes past theminto..

| NT. BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS

... Where she pushes past a group of G RLS applying their
makeup and rushes into the first stall where she i mediately

vom ts.

The stall door's still open, and the disgusting sound of her
RETCHI NG and SPLASHI NG wat er echoes out.

MAKE- UP 3 RL
Looks |i ke soneone hit the bottle too
hard | ast ni ght!

The ot hers | augh. When she's done, |zzy stands up and takes
a few heavy breaths. She w pes her nouth and fl ushes.

She wal ks to the sink and does her best to ignore the girls
as she washes her hands and face, then rinses her nouth.

She | ooks at herself in the mrror with that deep,
introspective look, as if she's staring into her own soul .

G RL NEXT TO | ZZY
Want sone nascar a?

| zzy holds up her hand, rejecting the offer, and fl ees.

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

| zzy re-enters class just as it's ended. She pushes past
| eavi ng students as she nmakes her way to her desk.

Mark stares right at her with a sly smle as she passes.

M. Fischer watches her with concern as she grabs her stuff.

MR Fl SCHER

Are you alright?
| ZZY

Sorry. I'mjust feeling kind of sick.
MR Fl SCHER

Not hi ng serious | hope?



22.

| ZZY
No... No. I'll be fine. I'll just get
the rest of the notes from sonebody.
MR Fl SCHER
kay. Well, | hope you feel better.

Rest up. See you Thursday.

| zzy puts her backpack on and wal ks out.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM | ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY
Sera sits on the couch with her | aptop open.
She scrolls through a website with the title
"LEGAL ADVI CE FOR RAPE VI CTI M5"
The door opens and |zzy enters.
Sera junps out of her skin and quickly closes the browser.
SERA
lzzy! You're hone early. Don't you

have class right now?

| ZZY
I"mnot feeling good.

Sera stands and hugs her.

| ZZY (cont' d)
| need to |lie down.

SERA
kay. Okay.

lzzy lifts her shoe to take it off, and falls to the fl oor.

SERA (cont' d)
lzzy!

Sera grabs onto her and hel ps her up.

| ZZY
| threw up during class.

|l zzy and Sera go to the bedroom
SERA

Oh ny God. Here, let's get you into
bed.
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Sera leads lzzy into
THE BEDROOM
and hel ps her onto the bed. |lzzy groans and stretches out.

SERA (cont' d)
Did you eat anything?

Sera sits down besi des her.

| ZZY
| had a breakfast burrito.

SERA
That's probably it. No nore Mexican
i n the norning.

| zzy gags.

| ZZY
Ch God.

| zzy rushes to the toilet and throws up again.

SERA
That nust have been one nean burrito.

| zzy flushes, rinses her nouth, and heads back to bed.
She lies down and groans as Sera softly strokes her head.
SERA (cont' d)
You're going to be okay. Just close
your eyes and go to sl eep.
| zzy cl oses her eyes nonentarily then opens them
| ZZY
Damm. Hol d that thought. | gotta
pi Ss.

| zzy gets up and Sera watches her with grow ng concern.

SERA
Hey, babe?

| ZZzY (O S.)
Yeah?

SERA

Has your period started yet?
ON THE TO LET: 1zzy goes pale.
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| ZZY
Uhh... No...

SERA
Well... I mean. You were still synced
with me... Right?

1 zzY (O S.)
No. | can't. No. No. No. No.

She flushes the toilet and gets back into bed beside Sera.

SERA
You said it was three weeks. ..

lzzy rolls over and covers her head with a pillow

| ZZY
NooooO. . ...........

SERA
You should take a test... You
don't... have any do you?

| ZZY
No.

SERA
kay. You just rest here and I1'Il be
back in a few m nutes. Were are your
keys?

| zzy groans and sits up with renewed energy.

| ZZY
"Il come with you

SERA
No. Get sone sleep. I'll be fine.

| zzy gets up and grabs Sera's hands.

| ZZY
Come on.

SERA
Okay. But |'mdriving.
I NT. 1ZZY'S CAR - DAY

Sera drives while Izzy stares out the w ndow.. .
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SERA
| just realized. | haven't driven on
the right side of the road in four
nont hs. Don't worry or anything.
| zzy doesn't respond... She doesn't even | ook |ike she
hear d.
| NT. PHARMACY - DAY

|l zzy wal ks the aisles |ike a zonbie as she | ooks from one
colorful display to the next.

Sera appears beside her with a handful of pregnancy tests.
SERA
Let's go Ms. Depressed.
I NT. 1ZzZY'S CAR - DAY
Sera drives. lzzy stares.
SERA
Twenty bucks says it's a false alarm
| NT. BEDROOM BATHROOM | ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY - LATER
|l zzy sits ON THE TO LET hol ding the strip underneath her.

Sera sits anxiously on the edge of the bed.

SERA

Anyt hi ng?
| ZZY

| can't even pee. |I'mtoo nervous.
SERA

"Il get you sone water.

| ZZY
Wait. No. | got it.

| zzy starts peeing. Sera bites her fingernails.

SERA
Everyt hing's gonna be okay.

| ZZY
W'l l see.
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26.
finishes. She stands up, wal ks to the bed, and takes a
next to Sera. They stare at the stick together.

| ZZY (cont' d)
| can't |look. What is it?

rubs Izzy's back as she shuts her eyes.

| ZZY (cont' d)
| can't be pregnant. Pl ease. Pl ease.

groans in inpatient, nervous frustration.
FADE TO

snokes a joint by the bedroom w ndow.

SERA

It could be wong. W got two nore.
| ZZY

Forget it. It's not wong. |'m not

going to be in denial about this.

SERA
That's good. W just need to rel ax
and think this through.

| ZZY
I can't have this baby, Sera.

SERA
| know.

grabs her phone fromthe bed and browses the internet.

SERA (cont' d)

Shit.

| ZZY
VWhat ?

SERA
The cl osest one is in Baton Rouge.

| ZZY
Bat on Rouge? That's |i ke two hours
away! | can't... | can't go all the
way there.

SERA

Shh. It's going to be okay. You're
going to be okay. We're going to be
okay.



| ZZY
No we aren't Sera! |'m freaking
pr egnant !

Sera stares at lzzy's distraught face.

Sera gets up and wal ks out,

| zzy screans and hurls the pregnancy test at the wall.

SERA
You know this is proof, right.

| ZZY
Are you kidding nme Sera! Besides.
It's too late for that anyway.

SERA
It's never too |ate! That piece of
shit is going to pay for everything.
Your abortion, your student | oans,
conpensation, and he's going to jail.

| ZZY
| told you already. Jesus! It's not
your decision to nake!

SERA
kay. Okay. We're going through this
t oget her babe.

| ZZY
No! I'm going through this. I'mthe
one who's pregnant. |I'mthe one who
got raped. Not you, Sera. M.

SERA
You're upset, | get it. But cut ne
some slack. I'"'mjust trying to help.

| ZZY
Can you just give ne sone tinme al one,
pl ease. | need to think.

SERA

Sur e.

I NT. LIVING ROOM | ZZY'S APARTMENT - N GHT

Sera lies on the couch, w de awake,

It's dead silent... until sobbing echoes fromlzzy's

bedr oom

shutting the door behind her.

27.

face up to the ceiling.
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Sera sits up and approaches the door. She presses her ear
against it, then knocks quietly.

SERA
Can | cone in?

No response. Just sobs.
Sera slowy opens the door and peeks into
THE BEDROOM

where | zzy's sitting cross-1egged on the bed crying into her
hands.

SERA (cont' d)
lzzy... Oh baby...

Sera wal ks over to the bed and cuddles up next to lzzy. She
wraps her arns around her and ki sses her neck.

| ZZY
Sera. ..

SERA
Yeah?

| ZZY

That son of a bitch is gonna pay.
Sera can't help but smle. She hugs |zzy cl oser.

SERA
You can do this. Fight the system

They lie back onto the bed and cuddle. lzzy quietly cries as
Sera rubs her neck and shoul ders in consol ati on.

CUT TGO

I NT. LI'VING ROOM | ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY

Sera sits on the couch eating cereal while |zzy paces.

| ZZY
So first | talk to the counsel or
right?

SERA
Yeah.

| ZZY

And they'll talk to the police?
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SERA
I honestly have no idea |zzy. W'l
just have to go with the flow But
this seens like a pretty sinple open
and shut case.

| ZZY
Yeah. | hope so.

I NT. SCHOOL COUNSELOR S OFFI CE - DAY

LAURA HAVWKI NS (44), the student counselor, sits at her
pol i shed wooden desk typing on her | aptop.

She | ooks at her watch, and with a sigh, stands up. She
opens to the door to

THE WAI TI NG ROOM

where 1zzy and Sera sit.

LAURA
lzzy Wal ker ?

| ZZY
Yes. M's. Hawki ns?

LAURA

Yes. Cone in.

| zzy stands up.

| ZZY
Can ny friend cone too?

LAURA
I'"d i ke to speak with you al one at
first, if you don't m nd.

| zzy | ooks at Sera who nods. Laura | eads her

| NTO THE OFFI CE

LAURA
Have a seat. Wuld you |like sone
wat er ?

They both sit across from each ot her.

| ZZY
No t hanks.



LAURA
Thank you for contacting ne. Rape is
obviously a very serious accusation.

| ZZY
Accusati on?
LAURA
Well... The school will have to carry

out a formal investigation into what
happened between you and...

(she | ooks down at

her notes)
Mster Giffin.

| ZZY
Mark. Mark Giffin.

LAURA
Right. Mark Giffin.

| ZZY
How long will this whole
i nvestigation thing take? |I've
al ready got a lot on ny plate.

LAURA
| can't say. But | promse, we'll get
to the bottom of what happened.

| ZZY
What do you nmean get to the bottom of
it? He raped ne. Case cl osed.

Laura eyes w den.

LAURA
Do you have any proof ?
| ZZY
["m..
LAURA
Yes?
| ZZY
' m pregnant.
LAURA
Well. That's a very serious

devel opnent .

30.



| ZZY
No shit. | can't have this baby. |
want himexpelled, and I want himto
pay for my abortion.

Laura sits back in her chair.

LAURA
Things aren't that sinple Mss
Wal ker .

| ZZY

What are you tal king about? I'm
freaki ng pregnant. He raped ne and |
got pregnant. How nuch nore sinple
can it get? Wat are you gonna tell
me, that it's ny word agai nst his?

| zzy finds no warnth in Laura's cold stare.

LAURA
Wll... to be frank M ss Wl ker. You
don't have any bruises or cuts. Mybe
if you'd cone to us sooner.

| ZZY
| was scar ed!

LAURA
I"msorry. But it just makes things
nore conplicated. Maybe if there's a
wi t ness of sone kind, or any other
evi dence? According to ny records,
Mster Giffinis a good boy with--

| ZZY
--A good boy!?
LAURA
M ss Wal ker pl ease- -
| ZZY
--No. No. No. A good boy? He's a
rapi st!
LAURA
Al'l of his teachers--
| ZZY
--Who gives a danm what his teachers

say?

Laura takes a deep breath.



32.

LAURA
"' mgonna recomend you to a nedica
pr of essi onal .
| zzy stares at Laura with a | ook of disbelief.
| ZZY
You' re the shittiest counselor in the
wor | d.
She stands in a fury and barges out into
THE WAI TI NG ROOM
where Sera i medi ately stands up. lzzy turns back to Laura.

LAURA
M ss Wal ker! Pl ease! Conme back!

| ZZY
Screw you!

| zzy stornms out the front door. Sera flips Laura off and
chases after 1zzy.

EXT. COLLEGE CAMPUS - SAME

lzzy wal ks with a brisk pace. Sera jogs to catch up to her.

SERA
| zzy? What happened?
| zzy stops on a dinme and turns around, still fum ng.
| ZZY
They' re such pieces of shit! They're
going to protect him | knowit.
SERA
What di d she say?
| ZZY
(mocki ngly)

Oh he's a nice boy. Oh the teachers
say good things about him Onh this.
Onh that. Blah. Blah. Bl ah. Bl ah.

SERA
Um .. What do you want to do?

| ZZY
I"mgoing to the police. Press
char ges.



SERA
Don't you need a | awer and stuff?

| ZZY
"Il figure it out. Call ny parents.
I don't know. I'Il do sonething. |

can't have this baby Sera.
Sera places her hand on |zzy's shoul der and nods.

SERA
You'll win this. | know you will.

| ZZY
We'll win this.

Sera noves in closer and kisses |zzy.

| NT. POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

|l zzy and Sera walk to the front desk where OFFI CER
WLLI AVMSON sits, rifling through his papers and fil es.

OFFI CE W LLI AMSON
What may | do for you | adi es?

| ZZY
I"d... I'"d like to report a crine.

OFFI CE W LLI AMSON
kay. What's the nature of the crine?

| ZZY
Unhh. .. Rape.

He | ooks up, slightly startled, and clears his throat.

OFFI CE W LLI AMSON
We have special officers who handle
sexual assault cases. W'lIl call one
of them out and you can file a
report. In the nmeantinme you can wait
over there.

| ZZY
Thanks.

SERA
Thank you officer.

Oficer WIlianson reaches for his phone as |1zzy and Sera
make their way to the side of the | obby and sit.

33.
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| ZZY
This is so nmessed up. What do you
t hi nk' s gonna happen?

SERA
The cops are gonna nail Mark to the
wal |, that's what.

| ZZY
| hope he's nice.

SERA
Who?

| ZZY

Whoever tal ks to us.

SERA
You can't get nmuch worse then that
counselor. Stupid bitch. She didn't
give a shit about you. Al she cares
about is the school's reputation.

| ZZY
Cal m down babe.

deep breath to conpose herself.

SERA

It's just so damm frustrating.
| ZZY

I know. | know.

t hem cone OFF| CERS:

RI PLEY (femal e, black, 30s) and DYLAN (nale, 40s)

OFFI CER DYLAN
Are you the ladies who'd like to file
a sexual assault?

| ZZY
It's just me.

OFFI CER DYLAN
kay. Foll ow nme pl ease.

| ZZY
Can she cone too?

OFFI CER DYLAN
What ever makes you feel confortable.
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I NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

| zzy and Sera sit at an al um num desk across from Ri pl ey,
who has an open folder in front of her and a pen in her
hand.

Dyl an sets two cups of coffee in front of Izzy and Sera.

OFFI CER DYLAN
Now, because of the nature of your
conpl aint, some of the questions |I'm
going to ask will be personal and
require you to think back to your
best recollection. So if you ever
feel unconfortable, just let nme know
and we can take a break if you Iike.

| zzy nods, under st andi ng.

OFFI CER DYLAN (cont' d)
First we'll start off with sone
sinple profile questions. Can
pl ease have your name and birth date.

| ZZY
| zzy Wal ker. February twenty fourth.
Ni net een ninety five.

OFFI CER DYLAN
And the nanme of the person who
sexual | y assaul ted you.

| ZZY
Mark Griffin.

OFFI CER DYLAN
H's ethnicity?

| ZZY
Wi t e.

OFFI CER DYLAN
What day did the sexual assault
occur ?

| ZZY
Um .. March... March fourteenth.

OFFI CER DYLAN
Do you happen to have any possible
evi dence? O ot hes, bruises, scars,
sheets, anything of the sorts?
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| ZZY
No... but I'm pregnant.

Dyl an and Ri pl ey exchange a | ook. Dylan clears his throat.

OFFI CER DYLAN
And... Are you sure the baby was
concei ved on the day of the incident?

| ZZY
Yes.

OFFI CER DYLAN
You seem pretty cal m

| ZZY
["mtrying.

OFFI CER DYLAN
Have you had any enotional breakdowns
in the past few weeks since the
i nci dent ?

| ZZY
Yes, several.

OFFI CER DYLAN
Have you seen a nedi cal professional
since the incident?

| ZZY
No.

OFFI CER DYLAN
| recommend you see one. Especially
since you're pregnant. 1'Il give you
a nunber after we file the report.

| ZZY
kay. Thank you.

OFFI CER DYLAN
Have you had any suicidal thoughts or
attenpted suicide?

| ZZY
No.

OFFI CER DYLAN
If you need to see a psychiatrist--

| ZZY
| can't pay for that.



Dyl an nods with understanding... scribbles a few notes.

OFFI CER DYLAN
Were there any witnesses to the crine
and if so...

| ZZY
No. Nobody saw it. Not as far | know.

OFFI CER DYLAN
kay. Thank you Izzy. Now I'Ill have
to ask you to recollect the assault
to the best of your nenory. Try being
as specific as possible.

The nore specific you are the easier it will be to
pr osecut e.
| ZZY
kay. Uhh. So. | invited Mark over to
st udy- -

OFFl CER RI PLEY
--You invited himover?

| ZZY
Yeah.

Ri pl ey jots down sonet hi ng.

| ZZY (cont' d)
So we were studying for our political
sci ence m dterm whi ch was the next
day, and while we were studying he
just grabbed my shoul ders and pushed
me down. And he got extrenely
physical and tried... he started
kissing me. | tried getting away and
fighting back but he punched nme in
the stomach and then again in the
head. My head hurt too nmuch to fight
back after that. Everything was
spinning and | could like... feel ny
heart racing. Then he pinned ne down
and started taking off ny clothes. He
grabbed ny breasts and al nost choked
me when he put his hand around ny
throat. And then he just... he just
took off his pants and... And he
raped nme, and he had his hand around
nmy throat at first, and then he
turned me around and pressed ny head
onto the floor.

( MORE)

37.
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| ZZY (cont' d)
When he was finished | had bruises
all over ny stomach and nmy neck and
my wist, but they're all heal ed now.

OFFI CER RI PLEY
Was there any sodony invol ved?

| ZZY
What ?

OFFI CER RI PLEY
Anal penetration.

| ZZY
No.

OFFI CER DYLAN
It was very brave of you reporting
this lzzy.

OFFI CER RI PLEY
Were either of you intoxicated during
t he assaul t?

| ZZY
No. We were studying.

Ri pl ey nods and jots sonething down.

OFFI CER RI PLEY
There anything el se we need here

Dyl an?

OFFI CER DYLAN
No. We shoul d be good to go Ripley.

Ri pl ey nods and | eaves.

OFFI CER DYLAN (cont' d)
We'll file this report and cont act
this Mark Griffin at your college as
soon as we can to interview him M
advice for right now woul d be to see
a doctor. You should al so consult
wi th your school counsel or and report
it to the school.

| ZZY
| did that already.

OFFI CER DYLAN
kay. Good. Good. If you could give
me the nane of the counselor and the
school we'll contact her right away.



SERA
That counselor's a piece of shit.

OFFI CER DYLAN
Excuse ne?

SERA
Al'l she wants is to make sure the
school's reputation isn't damaged.

OFFI CER DYLAN
That's usually a problemw th college
rape cases. W'll try talking to her.
Can | have her nane pl ease?

| ZZY
Yeah... uh... Hawkins... her first
nane's Laura | believe.

OFFI CER DYLAN
We have your nunber so we'll call you
if there's any further devel opnents.

Dyl an stands and 1zzy and Sera follow suit.

I NT. 1ZZY'S CAR - DAY

Sera drives. lzzy sits in the passenger seat.

| ZZY
I have a good feeling about this.
SERA
Yeah? Isn't this going to cost a |ot
of noney though? Because you'll need

a |l awer for prosecution?

| ZZY
He's the one who needs a | awyer.
State's gonna prosecute his ass.

SERA
So if there's a trial--
| ZZY
--There will be a trial.
SERA
| know. But--
| ZZY

--There will be a trial.



Sera takes a

SERA
k! |I'msaying that once Mark finds
out about this, his famly's gonna
get one of those big-shot |awers
i ke Johnny Cochran or sonet hing,
"cause his famly is |like super rich

| ZZY
You think I should call ny parents?

SERA
| don't think that's a very good
i dea.

| ZZY
They' re gonna find out anyway. M ght
as well be from ne.

SERA
| don't think the best way to
reconcile is to call them and say,
hi! | got raped and need noney so |
can get an abortion.

| ZZY
What do you want ne to do then!?

deep breath.
SERA

How nuch you think the clinic's gonna
charge anyway? Not nore than a

t housand bucks right? I"I1 call ny
nmom | can borrow a few hundred from
her .

| ZZY
No. | don't want to drag you into
this.

SERA
I"'malready in this. W have sone
noney in our savings. I'll talk to
her .

| ZZY

| don't want her to know alright!

SERA
My nomis a hippie she'll be fine with
it.

| ZZY
Are you sure about this?

40.
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SERA
Positi ve.

I NT. LIVING ROOM | ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY

Sera sits on

Sera' s phone

| zzy freezes.

t he couch beside Izzy. They're both nervous.
rests on the coffee table on speaker. It rings.

SERA'S MOM (V. O.)
Hel | 0?

SERA
Hey Momi

SERA'S MOM (V. Q)
Hey Sera. How are you doi ng? How s
your jet |ag?

SERA
It's good. It's good.

SERA'S MOM (V. O.)
Cool .

SERA
Hey Mom | actually called to ask you
sonmething really inportant.

SERA' S MOM
Oh no. Did Aunt Shirley tell you? I'm
so sorry, | should've been the one.
SERA
VWhat ? Tell me what ?
SERA' S MOM
Oh. She didn't tell you?
SERA
No.
SERA' S MOM

| was going to call you |ater but--

SERA
--Just tell me nom

SERA' S MOM
Grandma Brenda had a stroke.

Sera | ooks shocked.



SERA
Is... is she okay?

SERA' S MOM
Yeah, she's in the hospital. There's
just alittle mld paralysis that's
supposed to go away soon.

SERA
Ch God.

SERA' S MOM
They' re checking her heart for bl ood
clots or whatever

SERA
Did they find anything yet?
SERA' S MOM
| don't know. We'll find out in a
coupl e weeks... So what were you

cal l i ng about?
Sera | ooks at 1zzy who shakes her head.

SERA
Just... | was signing up for next
senmest er cl asses.

SERA' S MOM
Oh okay. Anything interesting?

SERA
Nat ural di sasters.

SERA' S MOM
That's a cl ass?

| zzy wal ks away. Sera puts the phone to her ear.
SERA
Yeah.
| NT. BEDROOM |ZZY'S APARTMENT - LATER
lzzy's in bed covered by the blankets. Sera sits down.

SERA
Hey.

| ZZY
Sorry about your grandnot her.

42.
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SERA
It's okay.

| ZZY
" massunm ng you can't get the noney.

SERA
Sorry babe. Maybe we can find a free
clinic out of state? O maybe |11
just get a job and help you out.

| ZZY
I was thinking |I should visit ny
parents. Mght fare better than a
phone call.

SERA
"Il go with you if you want.

| ZZY
No, it's okay. Last tine didn't go so
wel | when you were there.

SERA
Heh. True. \Wen are you going to
| eave?

| ZZY

Friday night after class | guess.

SERA
Your nmom || hel p you.

| ZZY
W'l l see.

DI SSOLVE TO

I NT. 1ZZY'S PARENTS HOUSE - N GHT

| zzy's father, PAT (50s), watches FOX NEWS from a raggedy
old couch with a beer in one hand and the TV renote in the
ot her.

Her not her, SHARON (50s), cooks dinner behind him

SHARON
(strong Loui si ana
accent)
You want mash or mac and cheese
t oday?
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PAT
(even stronger accent)

What ever you |i ke woman. |'m j ust
hungry.

SHARON
I"mgoing with the nmash then.

PAT
Sounds good to nme. Make it spicy

agai n.

CUT TGO

I NT. DI NING ROOM | ZZY'S PARENTS HOUSE - NI GHT

Pat, Sharon, and JUDY (13, lzzy's younger sister) sit at an
ol d, wooden dining table eating neat and mashed pot at oes.

PAT

You do your honmework yet Judy?
JubDY

Yeah.
PAT

What'd | tell you about saying yeah?
Judy rolls her eyes.

JUuDY
It's twenty sixteen, dad. |'m not
gonna call my dad sir.

PAT
Well then you can get out of this
house and find anot her dad. Maybe
that one'll be alright with you
havi ng no manners.

JuUDY
| have nmanner s!

PAT
Al'l of these faggots are | ooking for
children to adopt. You'll fit right
in there with your sister

SHARON
Patrick Wal ker! You are out of |ine.

Judy gets up and storns off, pissed.



PAT

You get back here and finish supper!

SHARON
This shit needs to stop.

PAT

You don't think she's one of them

t 00?

SHARON

What does it matter, Pat!? Who cares!
lzzy's barely a part of this famly

anynore. Just |eave it be.

45.

Sharon's phone rings. Pat |ooks over to see who's calling.

It's lzzy.

PAT

Speak of the devil. Don't answer

Sharon ignores himand answers the phone.

SHARON
lzzy?

| NTERCUT W TH:

I NT. LIVING ROOM | ZZY'S APARTMENT - N GHT

| zzy sits on the couch, al one, on the phone.

| ZZY
Mond?

SHARON

It's me sweetie. How are you doi ng?

| ZZY
' m good. Good.

SHARON
| haven't heard your voice in
forever.

| ZZY

I"msorry if | upset you two...

had to tell you

SHARON

It's okay, sweetie. |'mproud of you.

it.

but



Pat gl ares at Sharon, conpletely shocked, but silent.

| ZZY
You are?
SHARON
We both | ove you very nuch
| ZZY
You do?
PAT

Ask her what she wants.

| ZZY
| love you too, nom

SHARON
Wiy are you calling, 1zzy?

| ZZY
| thought 1'd visit over the weekend.
Maybe try to settle things with dad.
There's a couple other things |I need
totell you too... It's kind of
i mportant.

SHARON
(hand over the phone)
She wants to cone over this weekend.

PAT
Absol utely not.

SHARON
(to lzzy)
Absol utely. That sounds wonderful.

| ZZY
Geat! 1'll be there Friday night.
Li ke around ei ght probably?

SHARON
We'll be waiting for you.

| ZZY
Bye nom Love you

SHARON
Love you too sweeti e.

| zzy hangs up.

Sharon puts the phone down on the table.
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PAT
| said no.

SHARON
You and her are going to work things
out no matter how long it takes. And
you' re either gonna accept our
daughter for who she is, or there's
going to be serious trouble between
you and ne.

Pat stands up and storns off.

PAT
I"ve lost all power in this house!
Twenty first century's nessing with
all of your damm m nds!

| NT. POLI SCI CLASSROOM - DAY
| zzy takes notes on her |aptop as M. Channing | ectures.
MR CHANNI NG
Kark Marx saw the proletariat as a
uni versal class, but only in the
sense that its social position drove
it towards the overthrow of
capi talism which...
| zzy's phone rings. She jolts up in panic.
MR, CHANNI NG (cont' d)
...would bring about the end of al
forms of exploitation and oppression.
Uni ver sal human enmanci pati on.
| zzy takes her phone out.

MR, CHANNI NG (cont' d)
Do you mind Mss Wl ker?

| zzy turns her phone off. Mark stares at her.

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

Students exit class with Izzy in the mddle of the pack.
She finds sone open space and takes out her phone.

ONE VO CEMAI L from UNI DENTI FI ED,

She presses play and hol ds t he phone agai nst her ear.



LAURA (V. Q)

H it's Laura, your counselor. | was
just calling to |l et you know t hat
|'ve set up a neeting for tonorrow at
one thirty between you, nme, Mrk, and
two other disciplinary counselors to
revi ew your case. Please call nme back
confirmng you'll be able to nmake
thi s appoi nt ment .

I NT. LIVING ROOM |2ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY
| zzy paces the carpet while Sera watches her.
| ZZY

Who puts the victimof rape in the
same room as their rapist? Doesn't

she think that mght, | don't know,
trigger sonme kind of enotional
response.

SERA

I honestly think that she thinks
you're |ying.

| ZZY
| have a baby inside of ne!

SERA
You think you' Il be okay?

| ZZY
| have no idea.

SERA
Maybe you shoul d act out on purpose.
Flip your shit. That'll convince
t hem

| ZZY
They shoul d al ready be convi nced! Wy
is it his word against mne? | don't
freaki ng under st and.

SERA
Nei ther do | babe. Neither do I..
Well 1 ook on the bright side.

| ZZY
What bright side!?
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SERA
You're losing a lot of calories with
all this pacing.

| ZZY
| hate you

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

lzzy sits at one end of a long table. Mark sits at the
ot her.

Laura, MR RI CHARDSON (40s), and MR MORONEY (50s) sit along
the sides of the table, pen and paper at the ready.

MR MORONEY
Now after reviewing this case we
think it'd be in the best interest
for both of you to switch tine
periods with all the classes you have
t oget her.

| ZZY
After reviewing ny case? It's been
literally two days.

MR MORONEY
Vell, we heard Mster Giffin's side
of the story, and apparently there
was drinking involved. AmI| correct?

| ZZY
We weren't drunk.

MR. MORONEY
Mster Giffin said you consented for
hi mto nake sexual advances towards
you.

| zzy starts getting pissed.

MR. MORONEY (cont'd)
He said you | ooked willing, and that
your body was openly facing his, and
you two were brushing shoul ders.

| ZZY
It's a small couch. W were there to
study not get drunk and have sex! Wy
are you believing hin? He's |ying!
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MARK
Just cause you were too drunk to use
a condom doesn't give you the right
to go around bl am ng people for
rapi ng you.

| zzy | ooks absol utely shell-shocked.

| ZZY
You asshol e.

MR MORONEY
We'll consult with Mss Hawki ns about
havi ng your schedul es altered.

| ZZY
He's |ying!

MR MORONEY
M ss Wal ker! You have no evidence to
prove your case. No bruises, no
scars, no cuts--

| ZZY
| have a baby!

MR MORONEY
That's hardly any evi dence for rape,
M ss Wal ker. And it does seemrat her
suspi cious that you only canme forward
after discovering that you were
pregnant .

| ZZY
| was trying to forget about it and
put it behind nme so I could focus on
school !

LAURA
Pl ease | ower your voice M ss Wl ker

| zzy stands up.

| ZZY
| don't believe this. | don't
freaking believe this. |I'm pressing
charges by the way... Wth the

pol i ce.

MR Rl CHARDSON
You contacted the police?



| ZZY
Yes. Because you people aren't any
hel p.

The three counsel ors | ook sonewhat worri ed.

She | ooks to

MR Rl CHARDSON
CGenerally assault cases involving two
col |l ege students stay within the
uni versity.

| ZZY
Well too bad. You might think rape is
okay, but the district attorney m ght
t hi nk ot herw se.

Mark with venomin her eyes.

| ZZY (cont' d)
Expect to be answering sone real
questions soon. And hopefully you can
keep your bullshit story straight,
cause you're not getting away with
this.
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Mar k | ooks sonewhat worried as |zzy bolts fromthe room

MR MORONEY
Don't worry, Mark. We'll contact your
parents and tell themthis was a huge
m sunder st andi ng.

MARK
Thanks. | appreciate it. | just don't
know what | ever did to nmake her hate
me so nuch

I NT. 1ZZY'S CAR - DAY

| zzy drives.

She sniffles

| NT. BEDROOM

Tears well up in her eyes.

and wills them away.

| ZZY' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

| zzy stuffs pajamas, a coupl e textbooks, notebooks,
| aptop into a backpack. Sera wal ks in.

SERA
You're going to stay the night over
t here?

and her
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| ZZY
The weekend actually. It's not worth
driving all the way and then com ng

back.
SERA

What if things don't go well?
| ZZY

They will. I'"msure of it.

| zzy zips her backpack up, wal ks up to Sera, and gives her a
qui ck kiss on the I|ips.

SERA

"Il call you later.
INT. 1Z2zZY'S CAR, H GHWAY - NI GHT
The song on the radio breaks with the poor reception. After
a few seconds it's just white noise. lzzy switches it off.
EXT. 1ZZY' S PARENTS HOUSE - NI GHT
| zzy parks outside the dimy lit, md-size house. She grabs
her backpack fromthe passenger seat, and gets out.
| NT. 1ZzZY PARENTS HOUSE - NI GHT

Pat sits on the couch reading a book with Sharon beside him
on the phone, when Judy wal ks in.

JubY
She's here! | heard a car pull up!

DI NG DONG Pat groans. Sharon stands up, rather excited.
She wal ks to the front door and opens it to reveal 1zzy.

SHARON
H 1zzy!

| ZZY
H Mom

They hug. Judy wal ks in behind Sharon. |zzy notices her.

| ZZY (cont' d)
Hey Jude.



JuDY
Hey!

They give each other a great big hug.

| zzy | aughs.

| ZZY
Did you m ss ne?

JuDY
Not really.

She | ooks at Sharon.

| ZZY
Can | stay here for the weekend? |
t hought since | drove all this way
and- -

SHARON
--Oh of course. O course.

| ZZY
Thanks.

| zzy wal ks in and Sharon cl oses the door.

| ZZY (cont' d)
Where's Dad?

Sharon | ooks to the couch... but it's enpty.

| ZZY (cont' d)
He's still not over it is he?

SHARON
I"ve tried tal king to hi mabout
payi ng your tuition. He's just so
damm i gnor ant .

| ZZY

It's okay. | have it covered.
SHARON

No. No. W want to hel p.
JubY

Are we going to have di nner now?

SHARON
Yes dear. You can head over to the
tabl e and start setting things up.

Judy wal ks of f.
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| ZZY

| have it covered nom Really.
SHARON

How? Wth nore student debt?
| ZZY

I"mgetting good grades. |'m

confident I'mgoing to get that
sumrer internship with the
congressman. |If you can get that
you're pretty nmuch guaranteed to nove
up fast. Then ny debt'Il go away in
no tine. Besides, | kinda need your
hel p with sonething el se instead.

SHARON
What is it?

| ZZY
"Il talk to all of you about it
| at er

SHARON

Are you sure? Dad isn't very keen on
talking to you

| ZZY
I think I can nmake hi m cone around.

I NT. DI NING ROOM | ZZY'S PARENTS HOUSE - LATER

It's dead silent. lzzy, Sharon, Pat, and Judy eat the nornal
Wal ker dinner: neat and nashed pot at oes.

SHARON
So. lzzy. There was sonething you
said you wanted to tell us?

| ZZY
Yeah. Right. It's just... | think
it'd best if Judy | eaves.
JubY
No! I'mthirteen now
| ZZY
No really. Judy. Can you pl ease
| eave?
SHARON

Li sten to your sister, Judy.



JuUDY
Fi ne.

Judy stands up.

PAT
Hol d on now Wre you excused?

JuDY
Yes. Momand lzzy told ne to | eave.

Judy wal ks of f.
PAT
(to lzzy)
You' ve been a bad i nfluence on her.

SHARON
What do you need to tell us sweetie?

| zzy stares at her nother and father.

| ZZY
... I... 1 got... | need sone noney.
PAT
Absol utely not.
SHARON
For what ?
| ZZY
Um .. Well...

|l zzy's face tightens up.

| ZZY (cont' d)
Text books.

SHARON
Text books?

| ZZY
They' re changi ng textbooks for next
quarter in Hi story.

PAT
You made your sister |eave supper
early, over textbooks eh?

SHARON
In the mddle of a school year?
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| ZZY
Yeah there was sone weird depart nent
thing. | don't really know.

PAT
How ruch?

| ZZY
| don't know yet. But if | could have
like... a thousand? It'd cover it
all.

Pat's | oud, boom ng |augh cuts lIzzy off.

PAT
Do you think we're retarded? A
t housand bucks for some books! Ha ha
ha.

Sharon | ooks at 1zzy synpathetically.

SHARON
Sweetie. W just don't have that
ki nda of noney. Pat's wages got cut
as it is and we need to save for
Judy' s educati on.

| ZZY
It's okay. | thought I mght as well
ask.

SHARON

I'"msorry |zzy.
| zzy stands up.
| ZZY
It's okay. I"'mjust... I'mjust going
to go to bed.
| NT. BEDROOM | ZZY' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Sera lies in bed on her |aptop. Her headphones are pl ugged
in as she watches a novi e.

A few seconds | ater, her phone buzzes.

SERA
Hel | 0?

OFFI CER DYLAN (V. Q)
H . Sera Bell?
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SERA
Yes. Who's this?

OFFI CER DYLAN (V. Q)
O ficer Dylan. Fromthe other day.

SERA
Oh right.

OFFI CER DYLAN (V. Q)
I was just calling to see if you were
free tonmorrow norning to come in and
talk to ne about your friend lzzy and
the incident with Mark Giffin.

SERA
| actually don't have a car right
now. Is there any way you coul d
possi bly cone over to ny place?

I NT. JUDY'S BEDROOM |ZZY'S PARENTS HOUSE - N GHT

Judy sleeps on the bed while lzzy |ies awake on an air
mattress spread out across the floor.

She hears the TV faintly in the background..

I NT. LIVING ROOM |2ZZY'S PARENTS HOUSE - SAMVE
Sharon sits on the couch watching TV when |zzy wal ks in.

| ZZY
You still do this?

SHARON
I"'mso sorry. Did | wake you?

| ZZY
No. No. | couldn't sleep.

SHARON
Sorry about supper today. W're on a
really tight budget. Maybe you can
just borrow sone books from your
friends?

| zzy sits down next to her nother.

| ZZY
I don't need noney for textbooks,
nom



Sharon nutes the TV.

SHARON
Then what were you asking for?

| ZZY
| couldn't say this in front of dad
but... I... | got raped.

Sharon' s eyes w den.

| ZZY (cont' d)
And |' m pregnant.

Sharon i s speechl ess.

| zzy nods.

| ZZY (cont' d)
| pressed charges but this guy's |ike
really rich and will probably hire a
good |awyer. But | can't |et himget
away with this Mom | just can't.

SHARON
| know baby. | amsorry. |... Wat
about an abortion?

| ZZY
| thought you were pro life.

SHARON
Not when ny little Izzy gets raped!
Do... Do you have to pay all at once?

SHARON (cont' d)

"Il talk to dad--
| ZZY

No. He'll lose his shit.
SHARON

I don't have any for nyself honey.
You know when your father got |aid
off I had to spend every |ast cent |
had. | promise I'lIl talk to him
You'l |l be okay. We'll get the noney
somehow.

| ZZY
Thanks nom

Sharon gives |zzy a hug.
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I NT. 1Z2Z2Y'S APARTMENT - MORNI NG

Sera nmakes two cups of coffee. There's a knock at the door.
Sera wal ks through the LIVING ROOM and answers the door.

O ficer Dylan and Ripley are waiting outside.

OFFI CER DYLAN
H Sera.

SERA
Hey officers. Cone in.

OFFI CER DYLAN
Thank you.

They foll ow her inside.

SERA
I nade sone coffee for you guys.

OFFI CER DYLAN
Thank you very nuch

SERA
No probl em
(di sappearing into
t he Kitchen)
How do you take it?

OFFI CER DYLAN
Bl ack's fi ne.

OFFI CER RI PLEY
Li ght and sweet?

SERA (O S.)
You two can sit on the couch. 1'1]
pull up a chair.

Sera re-enmerges with their coffee. They all sit

OFFI CER DYLAN
Look. Although you weren't present at
the tinme of the alleged crinme, you
have a cl ose connection with M ss
Wal ker. So we're considering you a
Wi t ness.

SERA
That's fine.



OFFI CER DYLAN
W'd like to ask you a few questi ons.

SERA
Have you interrogated Mark yet?

OFFI CER DYLAN
No, not yet.

SERA
Do you plan on doing that sonetine
soon?

OFFI CER DYLAN
Later today in fact.

SERA
Good. Because the college let himoff
with not even a slap on the wist.

OFFI CER DYLAN
We heard... So | ook. Your feelings
about her aside, are you convinced
that Mark Giffin did indeed rape
M ss Wal ker ?

SERA
Yes.

OFFI CER DYLAN
And what was their relationship Iike
in your eyes?

SERA
I"'mnot really too sure. I nmet hima
couple of tines early in the
semester, but | did a senester abroad
in England so | wasn't around here
very often.

OFFI CER DYLAN
Did Mark Giffin ever strike you as
the kind of guy who woul d act
violently?

SERA
Appear ances can be decei vi ng.

OFFI CER DYLAN
So no.

SERA
No.
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OFFI CER DYLAN
Did Mark Giffin ever nake any sexual
advances towards you?

SERA
No.

OFFI CER DYLAN
Not even a | ook or anything subtle
i ke that?

SERA
No. | don't think so.

OFFI CER DYLAN
kay. How many tinmes did Mark Giffin
and |1zzy Wal ker neet before the
i nci dent ?

SERA
Oh... | don't know. They had a | ot of
study sessions together. But usually
in public places |Iike Starbucks, or
Panera Bread, whatever

OFFI CER DYLAN
And did M ss Wal ker ever conplain
about his deneanor during these
encount ers?

Ser a shakes her head.

OFFI CER DYLAN (cont' d)
And what were M ss \Wal ker's drinking
habits |ike?

SERA
Excuse ne?

OFFI CER DYLAN
We spoke to the university counselors
and they said that both M ster
Giffin and M ss Wl ker consuned
al cohol that night.

SERA
Yeah. But it's not |ike they were
drinking to get drunk. lzzy had a big
test the next day and she's al ways
been responsible. Wiat's it matter
anyway ?

OFFI CER DYLAN
It's just for the record.
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SERA
I"mnot liking the sound of this.

Dyl an sits up and clears his throat.

OFFI CER DYLAN
Sera, I'"'mgoing to be straight with
you here. It's incredibly rare for
sonmeone accused of rape to actually
be convicted. In fact, nost of the
time the case doesn't even reach
trial. Now the prosecutor m ght send
this case to trial since she was
i npregnated, but only under one
condi tion.

SERA
Whi ch is?

OFFI CER DYLAN
Are you and |zzy Wal ker a gay coupl e?

Sera stares into Oficer Dylan's eyes.

SMASH CUT TO:

BLACK
SUPER: "2 WEEKS LATER'

| NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE - DAY
| zzy and Sera sit beside each other on the check up bed.
DR. MEYERS (60s) sits across fromthemw th his clipboard.

DR MEYERS
Have you ever been pregnant before?

| ZZY
No.

DR MEYERS
Do you snoke, drink, or use any other
drugs?

| ZZY
Is all of this really necessary? |
plan on getting an abortion.

DR. MEYERS
An abortion?



| ZZY
Yeah. This was an extrenely unwant ed
pregnancy.

DR MEYERS
Are you positive you want to get an
abortion? You're just going to strip
an unborn innocent baby of all the
amazing things it mght achieve? What
i f that baby inside of you ends up
changi ng the world. O beconi ng
presi dent.

SERA
Yeah? VWhat if he becane Hitler?

| ZZY
I want anot her doctor. Could you
recommend nme to one that's pro
choi ce?

DR MEYERS
["mafraid, Mss Wal ker, that | can't
recommend any doctors who' d approve
of you nurdering--

SERA
--Alright. That's enough. Let's go.

DR MEYERS
May the lord bless your sinful souls.

INT. 1Z2ZY'S CAR, H GWAY - DAY

Sera's driving.

| ZZY
I"mgetting really nervous.
SERA
Why ?
| ZZY

It's been |like two weeks since the
police tal ked to Mark.

SERA
Yeah. | don't know what's goi ng on.

| ZZY
We should go in and see the officers.



SERA
Yeah. That's a good idea. |I'Ill cal
that O ficer Dylan and ask himwhat's
taking so long with the charges.

| ZZY
You drive. I'Il call himright now.

SERA
Put himon speaker.

| NT. POLI CE STATION - DAY
Dyl an sits at his desk when the phone rings.

OFFI CER DYLAN
Oficer Gant Dyl an.

| NTERCUT -- PHONE CONVERSATI ON

| ZZY
H. It's Izzy Walker. You talked to
me a coupl e weeks ago about
forwarding the information of nmy rape
case to the DA

OFFI CER DYLAN
Ah, right. I"mglad you call ed.

| ZZY
Where have you been? You can't just
di sappear like this. This is an
extrenely urgent matter for ne.

OFFI CER DYLAN
I"mincredibly sorry. | thought
Oficer Ripley was going to contact
you. |'ve been caught up in another
case. You never heard from her?

| ZZY
No. | didn't.

OFFI CER DYLAN
That's odd. Well the DA's office is
still reviewing the files | sent them
but I don't think they' re going to
nove forward with filing the charges.

| ZZY
What ? Why the hell not?



| NT. BEDROOM

OFFI CER DYLAN
There were a | ot of discrepancies
bet ween your report of the incident
and Mster Giffin's.

| ZZY
What di screpanci es?

OFFI CER DYLAN
I"'mafraid you' Il have to speak with
Oficer R pley about that ma' am

| ZZY
Wiy can't you talk to ne?

OFFI CER DYLAN
I'"'mnot assigned to your case
anynore. Look. Do you have a | awer?

| ZZY
No. | can't afford one.

OFFI CER DYLAN
Try contacting a | egal aide service,
and find sonmeone who can take you on
pro bono, and try to convince the DA
for you.

| ZZY' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

| zzy and Sera cuddl e together in bed.

| NT.

SERA
You sure it'll be conpletely free?

| ZZY
That's what the website said
you're a victimof abuse they
assign you a |l awer pro bono.

| f
"1

SERA
It's probably a scam

| ZZY
God just go to sleep. You worry too
much.

LOBBY, BOBBY FERNSTEI N S LEGAL Al D ASSOCI ATl ON -

| zzy and Sera approach the RECEPTI ONI ST.

DAY
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RECEPTI ONI ST
Hel | o. Do you have an appoi nt nent ?

| ZZY
Yes. |zzy \Wal ker.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Thank you. Pl ease take seat over
there while you wait.

|l zzy and Sera take a seat. Sera pulls out her phone and
starts texting. 1zzy taps her foot nervously.

BOBBY FERNSTEIN, a good | ooking |lawer in his 50's wal ks in.

BOBBY
lzzy Wal ker ?

| ZZY
That's ne.

BOBBY

Fol | ow ne pl ease.
| zzy stands up. Sera stays seat ed.

| ZZY
You com ng Sera?

SERA
I"'mgonna call ny nomif that's okay.
My grandma just got out of surgery.

| ZZY
kay.

| NT. BOBBY FERNSTEIN S OFFI CE - DAY
Bobby sits across fromlzzy at his desk.

BOBBY
First of all, let ne just say. It's a
real tragedy what happened to you. A
real tragedy.

| ZZY
So are you going to take ny case?

BOBBY
Yes. But just not nme personally. My
schedul e's nmuch too full.

( MORE)
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BOBBY (cont' d)
But I'Il call one of my best and
bri ghtest up fromthe bull pen and
have hi m hel p you out.

| ZZY
Great. And conpletely free? Right?
BOBBY
Yes. Actually. | know just the gir
you need. 1'Il call her in right now

SO you can neet her
Bobby reaches for his phone. He dials a nunber.

BOBBY (cont' d)
G@oria. Can you cone in ny office
please? 1'd |like you to neet a new
client.

CUT TGO

| NT. LOBBY, BOBBY FERNSTEIN S LEGAL Al D ASSOCI ATI ON - DAY
Sera shifts in her seat, trying to get confortable.

SERA
Quadrupl e! Jesus nom Can | talk to
her? Well when' Il she be awake? Ckay.
Call ne as soon as she wakes up.
Thanks nmom Love you too. Bye.

BACK TO

| NT. BOBBY FERNSTEIN S OFFI CE - SAME

GLORI A GOYER, an anbitious blonde | awyer fresh out of |aw
school, shakes hands with |zzy.

GORI A
G oria Goyer. Nice to neet you

BOBBY
Wiy don't you two go grab a coffee.
Tal k over the case a little bit. |
think you' Il like this one doria.

GORI A
I''m excited.

CUT TGO



| NT. STARBUCKS - DAY
Goria sits on one side of her table with her |aptop out.
|l zzy and Sera sit across fromher with coffee.

| ZZY
Just call ne lzzy. |I've been called
M ss Wal ker enough the past few
weeks.

GORI A
Okay |1zzy. Looking over everything
you' ve provided, | think I've got a
pretty good shot at convincing the DA
to file. W'll worry about the
prosecution |ater

| ZZY
What are you going to do?

GORI A
["lIl throw out sone coll ege sexua
assault statistics, and how there's a
hi story of cover-ups. Plus, with you
bei ng pregnant as a gay couple, if |
get denied I'Il play the honophobe
card. That usually shuts them up

| ZZY
When's the earliest you can talk to
then? Cause I'mreally getting
worried that this whole process is
going to drag out. If I can't get the
noney for an abortion soon then |'1]I
be stuck with this child.

GORI A
["l'l mention that as well. Hopefully
it'll streamline the process. Can't
make any prom ses though. 1'Il nake

some calls and try to get in by the
end of the week.

G oria shuts her laptop and stands up
GLORI A (cont'd)
I"ll keep you updated. It was nice
neeting you lzzy. You too Sera.

| NT. BEDROOM | ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY

| zzy gets changed while Sera's on bed with her |aptop.



| ZZY
That G oria s so hot.
SERA
(focused on her
| apt op)
This is so screwed up
| ZZY
What're you | ooking at?
SERA
You sure you want to know? ... Only

five percent of rapists actually go
to jail.

| ZZY
WIIl you stop with the stats al ready!

SERA
It's concerning lzzy. Seriously. |
mean unl ess you have brui ses or scars
or jizz on the clothing it's pretty
much- -

| ZZY
| have a baby, Sera.

SERA
Vel | that doesn't seemto nean
anyt hing. They probably think the
only reason you're even reporting
this in the first place is because
you got pregnant.

| ZZY
| don't get it. | nean you told them
we're a | esbian couple right?

SERA
Yeah. | did.

| ZZY

Then how coul d anyone t hi nk
possi bly consented to having sex with
a man when | don't even |ike nen!

SERA
Mark's | awyer probably pulled sone
strings. | mean he has no record. He

has good grades, he seens |like a nice
guy- -
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| ZZY
--Don't you start with that BS now
t oo!
SERA
I know. I know. |'mjust saying from

their perspective. It's still
i nnocent until proven guilty

remenber .
| ZZY
What ever .
Sera cl oses her | aptop.
SERA

"' m hungry. Wanna go out?

| ZZY
Do we not have any food here?

Sera | aughs.

SERA
Good one.

CUT TGO

| NT. FAST FOOD RESTAURANT - DAY

| zzy and Sera grab their burgers fromthe counter. Sera
turns around and spots someone sitting at one of the tables.

It's Ripley. She eats a salad with one hand and browses
t hrough her conmputer with the other.

SERA
Oh shit. It's that Oficer Ripley.

| ZZY
Oh ny God. That asshol e.

| zzy starts wal ki ng towards her.

| ZZY (cont' d)
I"mgoing to talk to her.

SERA
"Il go get a table.

Sera wal ks towards an open table as |zzy wal ks t owards
Ri pl ey.



Ri pl ey | ooks

| ZZY
Hel 1 0? O ficer Ripley?

up and tenses up at the sight of 1zzy.

OFFI CER RI PLEY
Oh. Hi. Mss Walker. I"mactually
gl ad you're here.

| ZZY
Yeah? Weren't you supposed to call?

OFFI CER RI PLEY
I know. |I'msorry about that. They've
just swanped nme with so nuch work.
But | was interviewing a few people
about your case and there were sone
di screpancies in your report.

lzzy sits down across from Ri pl ey.

| zzy freezes.

| ZZY
O ficer Dylan nention sonethi ng about
that. Wat di screpancies exactly?

OFFI CER RI PLEY
Well. Sera Bell said that you and her
are a gay couple. Is that correct?

| ZZY
Yes.

OFFI CER RI PLEY
And she said you both discovered your
sexual orientation at a young age.

| ZZY
Yeah. So what ?

OFFI CER RI PLEY
When | spoke to Mark Giffin, he
menti oned that you had a nunber of
boyfri ends during high school.

OFFI CER RI PLEY (cont' d)
Al'so, | just got off the phone with
your father, who said you'd brought
home for dinner four, nmaybe even five
boys. And you said they were your
boyfri ends.
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| ZZY
| just did that so nmy father wouldn't
be suspicious of my sexual
orientation. He's very religious and
honophobi c.

OFFI CER RI PLEY
| see.

| ZZY
| didn't cone out to nmy parents until
a coupl e of nonths ago.

OFFI CER RI PLEY
| see.

Ri pl ey finishes her salad, closes her |aptop and stands up.
OFFI CER RI PLEY

Well, I have to go. | have a |l ot of
work for ne back at the office.

| ZZY
Wait, was that why they weren't gonna
file charges? Because they thought I
i ed about ny sexual orientation?

OFFI CER RI PLEY
' m not authorized to answer that
question. But I'll witer a report
about this conversation and forward
it to the DA's office.

| ZZY
kay.

OFFI CER RI PLEY
"Il be in touch M ss Wal ker. Goodbye
for now.

| ZZY
Bye.

Ri pl ey | eaves.

CUT TGO

INT. 1ZZY'S CAR - DAY

Sera drives.
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SERA
You told Mark that you had fake
boyfri ends!?

| ZZY
They were funny stories! | didn't
know he was gonna rape nme and use it
agai nst nme! Stop blam ng ne for
ever yt hi ng!

Sera sits back.

SERA
Sorry. That was uncalled for. |I'm
just really stressed out right now.
| ZZY
I know baby. | know. Me too.

Goddanmit! My stupid dad. | can't
believe he'd tell the police I had
fake boyfriends, w thout nentioning
the fake part.

SERA
In his defense, it's not |ike he was
l yi ng or anything.

| ZZY
But he couldn't have at | east thought
that it mght hurt ny chances of
Wi nni ng.

SERA
| don't think your father's exactly
t he sharpest tool in the shed.

| ZZY

It's just so danmm frustrating. Wiy

can't people see the big picture? Wy

do they all have to | ook at every

single detail?
| NT. DI STRICT ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE - DAY
BARBARA MADSEN (50s) sits at her desk swanped in paperworKk.
There's a knock at the door.

BARBARA
Ent er.

G oria opens the door and slips in



BARBARA (cont' d)
You the new intern?

GLORI A
No. Actually, I'"'mdoria Goyer. |
call ed earlier this week.

BARBARA
Oh. Right. Right. Rem nd ne who you
are representing again.

GORI A
| zzy Wal ker. The sexual assault case
agai nst Mark Giffin.

BARBARA
Ah, yes. The pregnant girl. If I
recall correctly, and | always do,
then there's no evidence she was
physi cal | y abused. Furthernore, she
waited a full three weeks before
reporting the attack. Her report also
coi ncided with the discovery of her
pregnant. And | believe she also |ied
about her sexual orientation? Is that
correct?

GORI A
She didn't lie.

BARBARA
The police spoke with this Giffin
boy, who said that she'd brought hone
boys to her parents. Hear say of
course, but her father corroborated
his all egation.

GORI A
It's all a m sunderstandi ng. Her
f at her - -

BARBARA
--is a honophobi ¢ asshole. | know. |
know. | got the new police report.
GORI A

Look. Ms. Madsen--

BARBARA
Bar bara. Pl ease.
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Barbara sits

GORI A
kay. Barbara. Here's the situation.
This is ny first tinme going solo, and
"' m sure you know renenber how tough
it isto be a young fenale |awer in
this county. Especially in cases |ike
this. And I woul d i nmensely
appreciate it if you'd at |east give
me a shot here. You never know,
especially in this day and age, how
news |ike this can spread. Coll ege
rape i s a massive problem and by not
filing charges you' re being part of
the problem and not doing the
judicial systemjustice. You' re being
the judge, jury, and executioner here
and frankly I think that's downri ght
di srespectful and wrong.

back, inpressed at doria' s bol dness.

BARBARA
| like you, Goria. I'll tell you
what. 'l give your |zzy Wl ker a
chance- -

GORI A

Don't act like ny client's the
def endant .

Bar bara | ooks at the paper cal endar on her desk.

BARBARA
"Il have the judge issue a bench
warrant for Giffin's arrest, but
evi dence for probable cause is still
extrenely circunspect.

GORI A
Can you bring it to the judge
directly? Gven ny client's |ooking
for an abortion, they sign off on
hol ding the prelimnary hearing
within thirty six hours of his
arrest.

BARBARA
"Il see what | can do, but if I'm
bei ng honest, the systems
overl oaded. | doubt we'll even get
this in front of a judge within the
next two weeks.

SMASH CUT TO:
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BLACK
SUPER: " TWD WEEKS LATER'

I NT. POLI SCI CLASSROOM - DAY

The class is taking a test. lzzy's pencil swiftly noves
across her testing packet. She knows all the answers.

Her phone buzzes in her pocket. She sneakily pulls it out
and gl ances over at the screen reading: | NCOM NG GLORI A

She shuts her phone off and goes back to her test.

CUT TGO

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY
| zzy exits her class and finds Qoria there waiting for her.

GORI A
H 1zzy.

| ZZY
Hey doria. Wiat are you doing here?

| zzy shuffles nervously as a few of her C assmates exit.

GORI A
Wiy don't we take a wal k?

CUT TGO

EXT. COLLEGE CAMPUS - DAY

Goria and 1zzy wal k al ongsi de each ot her.

GORI A
So how are your classes goi ng?
| ZZY
Real good. | just aced that final,

and 1" mfeeling good about ny
application for this Congressional
i nt ernshi p program

GORI A
That's great lzzy. |'m happy for you.



| ZZY
So when's the actual trial gonna
start?

GORI A
Assum ng we get past prosecution, the
main trial will start on August
first.

| ZZY

August! But that's like three nonths
awnay!

GORI A
Thirteen weeks.

| ZZY
Thirteen? So I'Il be... twenty weeks
pregnant! Wuld | still even be

all owed to have an abortion if | wait
that |long before | get the noney?

GORI A
Twenty two weeks is the legal cap in
Loui si ana. These kinds of trials only
take days. There's only a few
Wi t nesses.

| ZZY
Is Sera one of thenf

GORI A
Probably. It isn't official yet. And
al so both of your parents and both of
Mark's parents. That's it.

| ZZY

So umtm .. Howis it | ooking?
GORI A

Wll... Wile there may not be a

whol e | ot of physical evidence, if we
can get the jury to feel your pain,
and connect with you on an enoti onal

| evel and appeal to their common
sense, then we should be able to get
a conviction

| ZZY
What about the noney?
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GORI A

Because of the circunstances
involved, if we win the jury, then
you'l | be conpensated. As confi dent
as | amthough, | do think it's
prudent if you had sonme kind of fall
back.

I NT. LIVING ROOM |2ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY

|l zzy sits on the couch typing into her | aptop.

ON SCREEN. "Growing up as a lesbian in the 21st century, it
was only natural for me to be interested in politics.”

lzzy is | aser focused as she types her essay.

| NT. BEDROOM |ZZY'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

2:00 AM lzzy sits up in bed cramming for a History test
whil e Sera sl eeps beside her.

| NT. HI STORY CLASSROOM - DAY

Anot her test. And once again, she breezes through the exam

I NT. LIVING ROOM |2ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY
| zzy enters her apartnment and | ocks the door behind her.

| ZZY
Sera? You hone babe?

No response...lzzy wal ks over to her couch and crashes on
it.

She lies down and cl oses her eyes. She's at peace.
MR GRIFFIN (V.Q)
They're saying if it goes to trial
he's going to be expell ed!
| NT. MARK' S HOUSE - DAY
Mark's father sits on his couch across froma FANCY LAWER

MR GRIFFIN
Expel l ed! You can't |et that happen.
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FANCY LAWER
I won't.

MR GRIFFIN
Just do whatever you gotta do to make
this go away. Get it settled.

FANCY LAWYER
"Il try ny best.

MR GRIFFIN
No! You wont try! You'll get it done!

FANCY LAWYER
"Il get it done.

MR GRIFFIN
Do | need to get another attorney?

FANCY LAWER
You know what .

He stands up and puts on his overcoat.

FANCY LAWYER (cont' d)
If you want to engage another firm
then by all means, be ny guest. But
if you don't want your son to spend
the next three years of his
collegiate life in prison then you'l
shut up and do what | tell you.

M. Giffinis so insulted, he's unsure how to respond.

FANCY LAWYER (cont' d)
You hired ne to do ny job, now let ne
doit. I told you fromthe begi nning
| wanted to settle this case and if
you'd listened to nme, it'd be done by
now. So sit back, shut up, and let ne
do the job you hired ne to do.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM | ZZY'S APARTMENT - MORNI NG

lzzy's jolted awake by her ringing phone. For a nonent she's
confused as she finds the bl anket from her bed covering her.

| ZZY

(sl eepy)
Hel | 0?
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GORIA (V.0O)
It's about tine. |'ve been calling
all norning. They want to hold a pre-
trial conference.

| ZZY
Who? What? dori a?

GORIA (V.0O)
Jesus. Are you still asleep?

| ZZY
Yeah.

GORIA (V.0O)
Wel | get dressed and get down here.
I"massum ng they want to reach a
settl enent.

| ZZY
kay. |I'Il be there.

| NT. DEPGCSI TI ON ROOM - DAY
lzzy and G oria sit on one side of a |ong conference table.
After a long awkward sil ence, the Fancy Lawer wal ks in.

FANCY LAWYER
Thanks for nmeeting ne on such short
noti ce.

GORI A
So | understand you want to settle?

FANCY LAWYER
That's right.

GORI A
Ok. Let's see it.

The Fancy Lawyer slaps a manila envel ope onto the table and
slides it across the table with a cocky smrk.

Goria opens it up and reviews the papers inside.
J OHNNY

My clients are offering five hundred

t housand to have the charges dropped.

|l zzy and G oria stare at each other



81.

GORI A
Coul d you give us a nonent ?

FANCY LAWYER
Take all the tinme you need.

He gets up and slips out through the door.

| ZZY
Fi ve hundred thousand dol | ar s!

CUT TGO

| NT. ANOTHER DEPCSI TI ON ROOM - DAY
Mark and his father anxiously wait at an enpty table.

MR GRIFFIN
WIIl you relax. | already told you
He' Il take care of it. No son of m ne
is getting expelled from col | ege.

MARK
Jesus Christ. It's |like you're nore
concer ned about school than you are
nme. | can go to jail dad.

MR GRIFFIN
Way' d you have to rape that girl?
Don't you know how bad this | ooks for

ne.
MARK
I didn't rape her! She's a slut! |
told you.
MR GRIFFIN
Well this slut is costing ne a
fortune.

The Fancy Lawyer enters with a grin on his face.

MR GRIFFIN (cont'd)
Wll? Did they take it?

FANCY LAWYER
They will. You shoul d have seen her
face.
M. Giffin pats his son on the shoul der, smling.

BACK TO



| NT. DEPGCSI TI ON ROOM - DAY
lzzy's | eg shakes with nervous energy as she thinks.

GLORIA
It's up to you lzzy. | say you take
it.

| ZZY
But if | take this noney... then
have to drop the charges, right?

GORI A
It's a lot of noney. We could try to
press thema little. |'ve got a
feeling they'll go higher.

| ZZY
But he'll walk free..

GORI A

lzzy. We could go to trial, and he
could get let off anyway. This
settlenent is all the win you m ght
be able to get out of this. And I
woul dn"t call half a mllion dollars
free. 1 don't care howrich his
parents are.

| ZZY
But if all this is about is noney.
What does that nake nme? Isn't this
supposed to be about justice?

GORI A
This is justice. Think about your
future lzzy. You don't even have
enough noney to get an abortion.

| ZZY
Actually my nmom got just enough saved
up.
GORI A
I zzy. This noney can change your
life. You'll have no nore student
debt. You can take care of your
famly.
| zzy ponders her choice... her |leg continues to shake.

The Fancy Lawyer pushes into the roomand sits back down.
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FANCY LAWER
Vel | ?

Their eyes all look to lzzy... Her |eg stops shaking.
CUT TO

| NT. THE OTHER DEPOCSI TI ON ROOM - DAY
Mark and M. Giffin stand when the Fancy Lawyer returns.
But this tine he's not smling.

MR. @GRl FFIN
She didn't take it?

FANCY LAWER
I'"'mafraid not. She turned down a
million outright. She's on sone kind
of vendett a.

MARK

You just ruined nmy life forever you
pi ece of shit usel ess ass hat!

The Fancy Lawyer clears his throat.
MR GRIFFIN
You're fired. You can show yourself
out .
Fancy | awyer | eaves.
Mar k screanms and pounds his fist on the conference table.

DI SSOLVE TO

EXT. OPEN FI ELD - DAY
Judy clinbs a tree while three of her FRIENDS cheer her on.

She swings off a branch as she reaches for a higher one, but
as her hand cl oses around the wood, her grip falters.

Judy falls! Her right arm smashes a rock with a vicious
snap.

She squirnms on the ground in pain as her friends panic.

JUDY' S FRI END
Judy? Ch no Judy!
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JUDY' S OTHER FRI END
Sonmebody call her parents!

JUDY' S TH RD FRI END
No! Call 9-1-1! | can see her bonel

The other girls spot the bone and start scream ng!

I NT. LIVING ROOM | ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY

lzzy sits at the coffee table. A fast food neal |ays on the
tabl e beside a few textbooks as she types up an essay.

Her phone rings and she reaches over to answer it.

| ZZY
Hel | 0?

| NTERCUT W TH:

I NT. WAI TI NG ROOM HOSPI TAL - DAY

Sharon rubs her eyes as she paces the room

| ZZY
Mom | can barely hear you. Were are
you?

SHARON
I"'mat the hospital. Judy's had an
acci dent .

| ZZY
An acci dent? What accident? Is she
okay?

SHARON

She was playing with her friends and
she fell off a tree and broke her

arm

| ZZY
Oh ny God. Is she okay?

SHARON
Yeah, they're X-raying and what ever
now. But sweetie... there's just one
t hi ng.

| ZZY

VWhat ? What's the matter? |Is it her
ar nf?



SHARON
No. They say she'll be alright. It's
the God damm HMO. They're not gonna
cover it all and--

| ZZY
--Just take of her. She's nore
i mportant.

SHARON
Are you sure sweetie?
| ZZY
I"msure. I'mfeeling nuch better

about this than a few weeks ago.
Goria s an amazing | awer. She's
been tal king with the prosecutor and
I think things are | ooking good.

SHARON
| believe in you, lzzy. Stay strong.

| ZZY
Thanks Mom Tell Judy | love her. And
get well soon.

SHARON
I wll. Keep ne updated on your
tria

| ZZY

It's not at trial yet nom They still
need to deci de whether or not to send
it totrial. The prelimnary
hearing's in a couple days... Are you
gonna cone?

SHARON
Oh gee lzzy... | don't know... Your
dad- -

A DOCTOR cones into the waiting room

DOCTOR
--Ms. \al ker?

SHARON (| NTO PHONE)
| got to go now, |lzzy. Bye. Love you.

| ZZY
Love you too.
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I NT. LIVING ROOM |2ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY
| zzy tosses her phone back on the couch..

And after a long blank stare SHRIEKS at the top of her
| ungs.

She pounds her fists on the coffee table as Sera rushes in
fromthe bedroomdressed only in a wet towel.

SERA
What's wrong?

| ZZY
Judy broke her arm and they need the
noney to pay for the hospital bills.

SERA
What do we do now?
| ZZY
It's all up to the courts | guess.
SERA
| don't trust the courts.
| ZZY
It's all we've got. | really like
G oria. She's delivered on everything
so far.
SERA

Yeah well M ss Perfect only got him
i ndicted for sinple rape. Not
aggr avat ed.

| ZZY
| didn't have any proof. You can't
really blame her for that.

SERA
Babe. If | were you I'd just try to
settle this thing out of court. You
coul d even get paid. I"msure his
parents would love to put this whole
t hi ng behind them

| ZZY
Jesus Sera! | thought you were on ny
side in this! Wiat happened to the
whol e he's going to rot in jai
t hi ng? What happened to naki ng Mark
pay!



87.

SERA
Yeah make him pay! Wat's wong with
that! We have to be realistic here.
Especially since we literally have no
noney to get you an abortion.

| ZZY
And what about ne?

SERA
Are you kiddi ng? Money sol ves al
your probl ens.

| ZZY
Except for the fact that if | settled
nmy rapi st Mark, the guy who raped ne,
woul d be out there roam ng the
streets. What if he rapes sonebody
el se? You think he won't? O is he
just gonna be nore careful next tine
and not | eave bruises!

SERA
You're not gonna win this case.

| ZZY
What did you say?

SERA
I"mjust being realistic here! W
have to wei gh the pros and--

| zzy SLAPS Sera across the face! She immediately regrets it.

| ZZY
Oh ny god. I'mso sorry. I'"mso so
so- -

SERA
--1"m.. |I'"mgoing out.

Sera marches back into the
BEDROOM
and SLAMS the door behind her. lzzy follows her in.

| ZZY
Sera! Sera wait!

She takes off her towel and hastily gets dressed.



| ZZY (cont' d)
Sera. I'"'mreally sorry. | don't know
what got into ne.

SERA
You haven't been listening to ne at
all. I"'mjust trying to | ook out for
you here. I'mtrying to help and you
don't appreciate that. You don't
appreci ate M.

| ZZY
| appreciate you. | really do.
just... | just wouldn't be able to
live with nyself if I let this go.
SERA

You were able to live with it those
three weeks before | canme back

| ZZY
That was different! | thought it'd be
best for ne to nove on. Best for us!
But when | found out | was

pregnant... and you convi nced ne that
he shouldn't be able to get away with
this...

SERA

And | can't convince you back? I
can't raise a baby with you lzzy. |
have a | ot of things planned in ny
life and raising a child is not one
of them 1 |ove you! But cone on.
Let's get real. Us as parents? CGod
just shoot ne now.

| ZZY
So I'm nessing things up because |
got raped?

SERA
No. You're nessing things up because
you' re being stupid.

Finally dressed, Sera storns out of the bedroom back to
THE LI VI NG ROOM
| zzy storms out after her.

| ZZY

Stop wal king away fromne! I'mtrying
to talk to you!
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Sera grabs the car keys fromthe KI TCHEN COUNTER

| ZZY (cont' d)
Sera! What the hell's wong with you!
You' re not being very supportive.

Sera stops at the door and turns to confront |zzy.

SERA
"' mnot being supportive? |I've been
sitting next to you and backing you
up for the | ast bl oody nonth! But
that's over now | can't sit here one
nore mnute and pretend |ike you' ve
got a chance in hell at winning this
case. And even if you do, it'll be
too late for an abortion. | |ove you,
but 1'mnot going to let you drag ne
down with you. So either get your
shit together or it's over with us.
Because |I' m done here.

| zzy stands still, frozen in shock as Sera | eaves.
| NT. PARKI NG GARAGE - DAY
Sera is a sobbing, crying ness as she races to |zzy's car,

unl ocks it, hops in, and drives off with a SCREECH

I NT. LIVING ROOM | ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY

lzzy lies on the floor in tears... her phone in her hand.
| ZZY
H. dJoria? Want to grab a bite to
eat ?

| NT. MARK' S HOUSE - DAY
Mark sits in between his Parents on the couch across from
MARTI N JACKSON, their new fancy | awyer.

MARTI N
| wouldn't be too worried about the
prosecution. It's actually incredibly
surprising that your previous |awer
al l oned these charges to ever get
filed. There's an incredible | ack of
evi dence that your son conmtted any
crime at all.
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MARK
What are we- -

MR GRIFFIN
--1 told you to keep your nouth shut.

MARTI N
In fact, there's nore evidence that
| zzy Wal ker perjured her testinony
than there is of your son assaulting
her .

MR GRIFFIN
And that's what it should be |iKke.
Mark's conpl etely innocent. W tried
to settle just to make this go away,
but that drunkard bitch trying to
shame himfor her own | ack of
responsi bility. Do you know how
enbarrassing it was for our son's nug
shot to be all over social nedia and
the local news? It's degrading to our
famly. They were saying he m ght be
expelled fromschool if this case
goes any further.

MARTI N
can assure you, both judge and jury
Il

I
Wi see through Izzy Wal ker's story.

| NT. APPLEBEE' S - DAY

Goria and lzzy sit across each other at a booth. Izzy chows
down on a hanburger while Goria eats a sal ad.

GORI A
I wouldn't worry too nmuch about the
Prelimnary hearing... It'll go fine.

| zzy eats in silence, lost in her own thoughts.

GLORI A (cont'd)
I'"'mso sorry to hear about you and
Sera. She seened so nice and
supportive.

lzzy twitches a bit at the comment.
| ZZY

It's fine. She was being a real dick
and super selfish the past few weeks.



GORI A
That must have been really hard for
you, considering.

| ZZY
| didn't think she'd take the car. |
nmean, kind of a dick nove on her
part.

GORI A
If you ever need a ride |let nme know.

lzzy smiles, neat stuck in between her teeth.

| ZZY
Thanks.

JUDGE HUNT (V. Q)

Mark Griffin. Please rise and
approach the w tness stand.

| NT. COURTROOM - DAY
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The inmposing JUDGE HUNT sits at the head of the courtroom

Mark takes a seat beside himon the stand.

JUDGE HUNT
Mster Giffin. You understand that
you're still under oath.

MARK
| do.

JUDGE HUNT
Thank you. Ms. Madsen, you may
proceed.

lzzy, doria, and Barbara (the DA) sit at one table.
Wil e nearby sits Mark al ongside Martin, his attorney.
Mark's parents sit behind himin the gallery.

Dozens of people are scattered throughout the seats
wat chi ng.

Mark's nmom stares at |1zzy who hides her face behind her
hand.



BARBARA
Thank you, your honor. M ster
Giffin, on the night of March
fourteenth, what was your intention
upon arriving at lzzy Wal ker's
apartnent ?

MARK
She invited ne over to study. W had
a test the next day.

BARBARA
Did you plan on havi ng sexual
intercourse with Mss \Wal ker?

MARK
No. Things just escal at ed.

BARBARA
| see. Were you aware that M ss
Wal ker identifies as a | eshian?

MARK
Yes.

BARBARA
So you coul d have nmade the assunption
that she didn't want you to have
sexual intercourse with her

MARK
She told ne stories about how she had
been with ot her guys before.

BARBARA
Did she specifically say in these
stories that she engaged in any
sexual acts with these nmen

MARK
No. Not specifically.

BARBARA
So you assunmed that M ss Wal ker was a
virgin?

MARK
| don't know. She never nentioned it.

BARBARA
Did she ever nention to you that she
was curious about havi ng sexual
relations with a man?
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MARK
No.

BARBARA
No? So what gave you the inpression
that she wanted to have themw th
you?

MARK
[ N R

There's a low buzz in the courtroom

JUDGE HUNT
Mster Giffin, answer the question.

MARK
I had a couple of drinks and so did
she. She was sitting really close to
nme, basically touching shoul ders.
Look. It's not even |like she was
playing hard to get. |I've been with a
ot of girls and I know their body
| anguage when they want to take
things further. lzzy was emtting
t hose signs.

BARBARA
You do realize Mster Giffin that
body | anguage isn't a form of
consent ?

MARK
She consent ed.

lzzy's fist tightens. Goria takes it and hol ds her

BARBARA
Mster Giffin. Could you pl ease
explain to further to the court how
you reached the conclusion that M ss
Wal ker consented to have sexual
relations with you.

MARK
| asked her and she said yes.

| ZZY
| did not!

A | ouder buzz reverberates throughout the room

Judge Hunt SLAMS his gavel

hand.
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JUDGE HUNT
M ss Wal ker you'll have your turn at
the stand. M ss Goyer, please keep
your client under control.

GORI A
Sorry your honor.

The room qui et s.

JUDGE HUNT
Continue, Mster Giffin.

BARBARA
I"mgoing to ask you again. Did M ss
Wal ker consent to have sex with you?

MARK
Yes.
Bar bara scoffs.
BARBARA
You do realize perjury is a capita
of f ense.
MARTI N
bj ection your honor!
JUDGE HUNT

Sust ai ned. Do you have any further
qguestions for the defendant?

BARBARA
No.

JUDGE HUNT
kay, Mster Giffin you nay take a
seat. M ss Wl ker. Pl ease approach
t he stand.

Mar k stands up and wal ks back to his table.

lzzy waits until he's seated before getting up and headi ng
to the stand. She | ooks slightly unnerved.

JUDGE HUNT (cont' d)
Because of the sensitive nature of
this case, the court asks to keep the
victim s nane disclosed for public
record. You may proceed Ms. Madsen.



BARBARA
Thank you, your honor. I'mgoing to
cut right to the chase here. Did you
gi ve consent to Mark Giffin to nake
sexual advances towards you on the
ni ght of March fourteenth?

| ZZY
No.

BARBARA
And did he ever ask you verbally, in
any way, if you were interested in
havi ng sexual rel ations.

| ZZY
| did not.

BARBARA
Mss Walker. Did you initiate any
ki nd of sexual relations with him

| ZZY

No, | didn't. He did.
BARBARA

And how did he nake his first nove?
| ZZY

He... He forcibly pushed nme down.
BARBARA

Violently?
| ZZY

Yes. He punched ne in the stonach,
the head, tried choking ne.

BARBARA
He tried?

| ZZY
Well | nmean. He had his hands on ny
throat... but | was struggling and he
| et go.

BARBARA
Your honor, | request upgrading the

charge against Mster Giffin to
aggravat ed rape.

Judge Hunt thinks. Mark | ooks tense. So does Marti n.
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JUDGE HUNT
Your request's deni ed counsel or.
There just isn't enough physical
evidence to warrant it.

Mark and Martin both appear relieved.

Bar bara nods, and calns Izzy with a conforting | ook.

BARBARA

M ss Wal ker. Are you pregnant?
| ZZY

Yes.
BARBARA

And have you had sexual relations
with any other man in the past year?

| ZZY

Never. Just Mark when he raped ne.
BARBARA

M ss Wal ker. | have here testinony

fromyour father's deposition that
you used to bring boys to the house
while you were in high school.

| ZZY
That's right.

BARBARA
Can you please explain to the court
why you brought them home if not to
engage in sexual relations with then?

| ZZY
Yes. | was nostly trying to convince
nmy father I was straight.

BARBARA
So woul d you say you were just using
them as a cover up, so your parents
woul dn't be suspi ci ous of your sexual
orientation.

| ZZY
That's right.

BARBARA
Your honor, it makes perfect sense
for a high school girl with a bible-
m nded father to try and cover up her
sexual orientation.



JUDGE HUNT
That's just your personal opinion.

BARBARA
So. Mss \Wal ker, in summation. Wuld
you say that on the night of Mrch
fourteenth, you and Mster Giffin
wer e studyi ng, when w thout any form
of provocation on your part, he
forcibly raped you w thout your
consent .

lzzy twitches a little bit.

| ZZY
Yes.
BARBARA
Your honor, | don't want to have the

victimof a rape up on the stand for
too |l ong, especially considering the
rapist is in the roomwth her. So, |
concl ude nmy exam nation of Mss |zzy
Wal ker .

JUDGE HUNT
Do you wi sh to cross-exanine the
wi tness M ster Jackson?

Martin stands up.

MARTI N
Yes | do, your honor.

Martin approaches lzzy while Barbara sits back down.

MARTI N (cont' d)
Now t hat was a touching story you
told there Mss Wal ker. But don't you
think it's just a little convenient
that you waited until discovering you
wer e pregnant before deciding to cone
forward with this alleged sexua
assaul t?

| ZZY
My original intention was to |leave it
be and just carry on with ny life. |
didn't want all this on my chest,
with school and nme trying to get ny
i nternship. But when | found out |
was pregnant, |I... | just had to cone
forward. .



A oria | ooks worri ed.

GORI A
(under her breath)
Don't say it. Don't say it.

| ZZY
Because | can't have this baby. It'd
ruin ny life.

A qui et murnmur throughout the courtroom

MARTI N
Your honor, it's obvious to ne that
M ss Wal ker is using nmy client's
weal th as a scapegoat to get an
abortion she cannot afford.

| ZZY
Just because | happen to be pregnant
doesn't nean | didn't get raped.

JUDGE HUNT
M ss Wal ker. Please. Only speak when
addressed to.

MARTI N
I think that concludes ny cross-
exam nation your honor.

| ZZY
I"'mnot here for noney! |I'mhere for
justice!

JUDGE HUNT

M ss Wal ker! That's enough!
| ZZY
You raped ne Mark! How could you just
sit there and deny it!
The crowd nurmurs anong thensel ves in surprise.
Mark averts his eyes as Judge Hunt bangs his gavel.

JUDGE HUNT
"Il have order! Order

CUT TGO

I NT. COURTHOUSE HALLWAY - M NUTES LATER

lzzy and G oria stand in an out of the way corner
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GORI A
You bl ew everyone away in there.
| ZZY
Thanks. You think there'll be a
trial?
GORI A
Barbara wi Il have enough | everage to

convi nce the judge.

| ZZY
Oh ny god. | don't believe it.

Sera approaches 1zzy with an awkward sm | e.

SERA
Hey 1zzy.

| zzy | ooks at her sorrowfully. Sera returns the glare.

SERA (cont' d)
Good job in there.

| ZZY
Thanks.
SERA
| just want to apol ogi ze for the
other day. I'msorry | doubted you.
| ZZY
Yeah well. Can | have ny car back?
SERA

Yeah, sorry about that as well.

| ZZY
You were being a real dick.

SERA
My grandnot her di ed.

| zzy's face goes bl ank.

| ZZY
Ch. I'm..

SERA
Don't.

Sera pulls out the car keys and hands them over.

99.



100.

SERA (cont' d)
Her e.

| zzy takes the keys and pockets them

| ZZY

Sorry about your grandnot her.
SERA

VWhatever. Just... I'Il be in San

Francisco but if | get subpoenaed or
what ever just call ne and I'1I1

testify.
| ZZY
| appreciate it.
SERA
So... good luck I guess.
| ZZY
Thanks.
SERA
Bye.

Sera wal ks of f.
lzzy sniffles, trying torid a tear form ng in her eye.

GORI A
Do you need a Kl eenex?

| ZZY
I'"'mfine, thanks.

GORI A
Lunch? 1'Il grab you a subway.

| ZZY
Subway sounds good.

JUDGE HUNT (V. Q)
After hearing argunents from both the
def ense and the prosecution...

| NT. COURTROOM - LATER

Everyone i s seat ed.
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JUDGE HUNT
...and witness accounts from both
Mark Griffin and |1zzy Wal ker, | have
concl uded that there is enough
evi dence to nove forward the case of
The People vs Mark Giffin to a
proper trial. This Court wll
reconvene at the agreed upon date of
August first. Court dism ssed.

Judge Hunt slams his gavel one final tinme. A nmurnur
reverberates throughout the courtroom as everyone stands up.

| zzy wal ks over to Barbara.

| ZZY
Thank you so rmuch. You were amazi ng.
BARBARA
It's nmy job. And I'm confident doria
will represent you just as well in
front of a grand jury.
GORI A
That nmeans a | ot Bar bar a.
BARBARA
You have a bright future. Both of

you.

Bar bara snm |l es and wal ks of f.

GORI A
Time to get back to work.
| ZZY
Me too. | have finals com ng up

Goria and 1zzy hug, and head towards the exit.

FADE TO

| NT. CASEY M RANDA' S OFFI CE - DAY
CASEY M RANDA (50s) sits at his desk with a NAMVE TAG
The tag's titled: "STAFF MEMBER'
| zzy sits across from him
CASEY

If you were an animal, what would you
be?



SUPER

Casey reaches out his hand. 1zzy hastily shakes it.

"3 WEEKS LATER'

| ZZY
A hardy-tardi grade.

CASEY
A what ?

| ZZY

They were one of the first living
organi sns to i nhabit the Earth.
They' ve |ived through ice ages and
prol onged periods of excessive heat.
They never die. They're survivors.

CASEY

And you consi der yourself a survivor?
| ZZY

Absol utely.
CASEY

You made it clear in your application
that you' re an out of the cl oset
| esbi an.

| ZZY
That's right.

CASEY
| think that is a great thing. You
could help give sone diversity to our
staff.

| ZZY
That's what | hope.

CASEY
Maybe even open sone eyes and ears.

| ZZY
That' s al ways been a dream of m ne.

CASEY
Wel | then. Congratul ations. You got
t he internship.

| ZZY
Oh ny God. Thank you so much
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CASEY
Conme into the office on Monday. You
can start then. I"'msorry it isn't

pai d. W' ve had sone massive cut backs
for the last few years so we can't
pay all our interns.

| ZZY
It's okay. I"'mjust glad to have the
opportunity.

CASEY

And we're glad to have you on board.
It's going to be a tough re-election
run. People are really pissed off. W
need all hands on deck.

| ZZY
My hands... are on... the deck. I'm
sorry that was stupid.

CASEY
Don't worry about it. You're excited.
| was too at your age.

| ZZY
This is the just probably the
greatest nmonment of ny life right now.

CASEY
W need that kind of attitude around
here. You can really brighten up a
room
|l zzy flashes a smile that brightens up the room

CASEY (cont'd)
Wll... I'l'l see you Mnday then.

| ZZY
Great. See you then.
I NT. 1ZZY'S CAR - DAY

| zzy drives along to an upbeat pop song.

| NT. BEDROOM | ZZY'S PARENTS HOUSE - DAY

Sharon sits up in bed reading a book. A few seconds |ater,
her phone vibrates on the bedsi de.

She puts her book down and | ooks at the phone.
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It's a text fromlzzy: "I got the internship!titi”

Sharon's overjoyed. She picks up the phone to respond.

| NT. DI NI NG ROOM MARK' S HOUSE - NI GHT
Mark and his parents eat at the dining table.

MR GRIFFIN
| convinced the school dean to |et
you back in when you're proven
innocent. It took a hefty donati on,
but I got it done.

MARK
Thanks dad. | can't believe this is
happeni ng to ne.

MR. @GRl FFIN
| can't believe it either. | nean how
can they possible think you...

M. Giffin eyes his wife... and | ooks back down.

MR GRIFFIN (cont'd)
...did what they think you did? It's
absol utely absurd.

| NT. DEPGCSI TI ON ROOM - DAY
Goria and lzzy sit across from Mark and Martin
Judge Hunt is presiding over themat the table.

MARTI N
A paternity test?

GLORI A
It would prove that Mark Giffinis
in fact the father and all argunents
that M ss Wal ker coul d have had
sexual relations with another man
woul d be considered false. W al so
ask for the defense to pay for said
test.

JUDGE HUNT
Fine. Fine. | approve of the notion
for the defense to provide a
paternity test as evidence to be used
in the court.
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I NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE - DAY

lzzy lies back as her bl ood gets drawn.

| NT. WORK AREA - DAY
The place is loud, bustling, and busy.

Dozens of | NTERNS wal k up and down the room carryi ng papers
and cof fee and everything el se but the kitchen sink.

lzzy sits at a conputer station with a governnment form
di spl ayed on the screen.

She clicks print and the printer beside her REVS UP

Three pages print out and |zzy grabs them and | eaves.

INT. GLORIA'S OFFI CE - DAY
Goria sits at her desk working when an I NTERN cones in

| NTERN
This came for you.

G oria grabs an envelope fromthe intern's hands.

GORI A
Thank you.

G oria | ooks at the envel ope.
[t's watermarked: "Prenatal Genetics Center."”

She stands up and | eaves her office.

I NT. LIVING ROOM |2ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY
| zzy sits on the couch browsing on her | aptop.
She dials a nunber on her phone and holds it to her ear.
| ZZY
H . Care Pregnancy dinic?
I NT. 1ZZY'S CAR - DAY

| zzy drives down the highway.
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| ZZY (V. Q)
I"'mcalling to see if | can schedul e
atime to neet one of your
counselors. It says that it's
requi red under Louisiana |aw to neet
with a counselor at |east twenty four
hours before the abortion.

EXT. PARKING LOT - DAY

| zzy's car speeds into the parking lot. She illegally parks
into a spot and hastily exits the car.

| NT. CARE PREGNANCY CLI N C - DAY
A FEMALE RECEPTI ONI ST sits behind a wel come desk.

Doctors exit the building as Izzy rushes in and stunbles to
the front counter.

The receptionist |ooks up with a bitchy face.

| ZZY
H. I'"'mso sorry I'mlate. This is
the closest clinic to ne and it's
i ke two hours away and | got stuck
intraffic.

FEMALE RECEPTI ONI ST
Do you have an appoi nt nent ?

| ZZY
Yes. Wth Doctor Parks.

FEMALE RECEPTI ONI ST
He checked out. Half an hour ago.

| ZZY
Shit. Does he have any tine tonorrow?

FEMALE RECEPTI ONI ST
He doesn't cone in on Saturdays.

| ZZY
Sunday?

FEMALE RECEPTI ONI ST
We're cl osed on Sunday.
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INT. 1Z2ZY'S CAR - N GHT

| zzy smashes her hands on the steering wheel in rage.

EXT. GAS STATION - N GHT

| zzy puts gas into her car. She watches as the nonitor racks
up the price tag to above fifty dollars.

| NT. DEPGCSI TI ON ROOM - DAY
Goria, lzzy, Mark, Martin, and Judge Hunt are all present.

MARTI N
The defense requests to have all of
I zzy Wal ker's al |l eged boyfriends from
hi gh school to be subpoenaed.

GORI A
That's absurd. They're all over the
country now. It's unreasonable to
have all of them change their
schedul e to neet your needs.

JUDGE HUNT

| reject that notion. It's evident
enough through the prelimnary
hearing that M ss Wal ker never had a
sexual experience with a man before
the night of the alleged assault.

I NT. 1ZzZY'S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

| zzy browses an article on her |aptop.

ON SCREEN: " CARE PREGNANCY CLI NI C CLOSES, LOU SI ANA DOWN TO
2 ABORTION CLINICS. ™

EXT. DOMWTOM - DAY

| zzy wal ks down the crowded sidewal k with an ice cream cone.
Horns bl ow patriotic songs during a 4th of July parade.

| zzy bunps into sonmeone accidentally!

She turns around to see a gorgeous BLONDE LADY.

| ZZY
|'mso sorry.
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The Lady waves her hand as if to say it's okay, and
conti nues wal ki ng the other direction.

| zzy watches her ass with a smle as she wal ks away.

CUT TGO

EXT. DOWNTOMN - NI GHT
Fireworks launch into the air! People cheer!

| zzy stands al one watching the display until all that's left
are the stars in the sky.

FADE TO

BLACK

The sound of shuffling as people stand up in a courtroom

| NT. COURTROOM - DAY
lzzy and G oria sit at one table. Mark and martin the other
The gal l ery' s packed.

BAILIFF (V.Q)
Al'l rise for the honorabl e Judge Hunt
presi di ng.

A JURY OF NINE, all between the ages of 40 and 50, stands
up.
SUPER: " AUGUST 1ST"

Judge Hunt enters and sits behind his desk.

JUDGE HUNT
Good norning | adi es and gentl enen.
Calling the case for The Peopl e vs.
Mark Griffin. Are both sides ready?

GORI A
Ready for the people your honor.

MARTI N
Ready for the defense your honor.

JUDGE HUNT
WIIl the clerk please swear in the

jury.
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The DEPUTY CLERK (mal e, 40s) stands in front of the jury.

CLERK
WIIl the jury please stand and rai se
your right hand.

The nmenbers of the jury obey.

CLERK (cont' d)
Do each of you swear that you wll
fairly try the case before this
court, and that you will return a
true verdict according to the
evi dence and the instructions of the
court, so help you, God? Say | do.

JURCRS
| do.

CLERK
You may be seat ed.

The jurors sit.

JUDGE HUNT
M ss Goyer, you have the fl oor

G oria stands up and faces the jury. She is extrenely wel
dressed and has her makeup done perfectly. The nen in the
jury have their attention solely on her as she speaks.

GORI A
Your honor. Ladies and gentl enmen of
the jury. The defendant has been
charged with one count of sinple rape
which resulted in the inpregnation of
the victim After taking a prenatal
paternity test, it had been concl uded
that Mark Giffin cannot be excl uded
as being the father. Now granted this
case has a | ack of physical evidence.
But | et nme ask you sonet hi ng. Wat
rape case doesn't? To the wonen in
the jury, if you were to be abused by
a man woul d your first reaction be to
save your clothing and not wash
yourself just in case it could be
used as evi dence? Evidence for a
crimnal case you don't even know
wi |l happen? O course not. |zzy
Wal ker 1s an out of the closet
| esbi an woman who was in a same sex
relationship at the tine of the rape.

( MORE)
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GLORI A (cont'd)
It makes absolutely no sense that she
woul d even consi der having sex with
anot her man, |et alone consent to it.
M ss Wal ker waited three weeks before
reporting the incident to the police,
and for good reason. She had school .
And she thought the school would take
of her situation. But they |et her
down by letting Mster Giffin off
t he hook. This sort of gross
negl i gence on the part of the school
isn't a one tine event. It's an
epidemc. | know you've read or seen
the stats on how a woefully | ow
per cent age of rapists actually spend
time behind bars. But in this case, |
think it's painstakingly obvious that
the victimwas forcibly raped. And
for evidence, what we have is the
unwant ed pregnancy of an openly gay
woman, who, | mght add, the
def endant knew was gay at the tine of
the assault. And |I believe that's al
the evidence you need to see that the
defendant is in fact guilty as
charged. That's all your honor.

JUDGE HUNT
Thank you M ss CGoyer

G oria heads back to the desk and sits next to |zzy.

| ZZY
(whi speri ng)
Good | ob.

Martin stands up and confronts the jury.
The wonen jurors stare at him conpletely focused.

MARTI N
Your honor. Ladies and gentl enmen of
the jury. Under |law ny defendant is
i nnocent until proven guilty.
I nnocent until PROVEN guilty. And to
prove it, you require evidence.
Evi dence that you'll find during the
course of this trial sinply does not
exist. In fact, all my client is
guilty of is being the father of an
al l eged | eshian's all egedly unwant ed
baby.

( MORE)
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MARTI N (cont' d)
I can't make it clear enough how M ss
Wal ker only reported this all eged
rape the day after she discovered she
was pregnant. Do you think that's a
coi nci dence? | nust also nake it
abundantly clear that M ss Wl ker has
said that she had several boyfriends
during her time in high-school. Now
Mss Walker will tell you that she
used these boys as a cover-up because
she was afraid of her father finding
out about her sexual orientation. But
you woul d think that bringing one
boy, maybe two home woul d be enough
to convince her father that she was
straight. But no. M ss Wl ker brought
honme five boys whom she all egedly
pretended to date. That seens |ike
overkill doesn't it? Wat it seens
i ke we've got here is a classic case
of hi gh-school girl who dates a guy,
and when the relationship doesn't
wor k out she finds sonme other guy to
date to either fill that enotional
voi d or get back at the previous boy.
I don't think you, nenbers of the
jury, should sinply assunme that M ss
Wal ker is gay. | think that M ss
Wal ker is using Mster Giffin as a
scapegoat to have an abortion. |
think she wants to get back at him
just |ike she got back at her ex
boyfri ends by dating another. And an
abortion? | nean to strip an unborn
child fromwhat could be a glorious
life, just because she doesn't have
the nmeans to afford one? M ss Wl ker
is using ny client's wealth, one nay
even say she is using the judicial
systemitself as a formof extortion,
to performan inmoral, sinful deed.
Therefore, nmy client is not only
i nnocent, but also on the receiving
end of sonme tw sted defamatory
vendett a.

Martin wal ks back to his table to sit next to Mark.

JUDGE HUNT
Thank you M ster Jackson. The
prosecution may call its first

W t ness.

A oria stands up.
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GORI A
The people call for Sera Bell.

|l zzy sits on the edge of her seat at the sound of her nane.
The BAILIFF brings Sera into the courtroom
The clerk stands in front as she takes the stand.

CLERK
Pl ease rai se your right hand.

Sera does so.

CLERK (cont'd)
Do you prom se that the testinony you
shall give in the case before this
court shall be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, so
hel p you God?

SERA
| do.
CLERK
Pl ease state your first and | ast
narme.
SERA
Sera Bel | .
CLERK

You may be seat ed.

Sera sits. The clerk | eaves. doria takes over the floor

GLORI A
Mss Bell, you and |Izzy were a couple
at the tinme of the incident correct?
SERA
Yes. W& were.
GLORI A
How | ong had you two been dating?
SERA
About two and a half years.
GLORI A

So it's safe to say you knew M ss
val ker wel | ?
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SERA
More than well. | know everyt hi ng
there is to know about her, just
about .

GORI A

| assune you two spoke about personal
matters |ike your previous sex |ife?

SERA
| ndeed.

GORI A
Did M ss Wal ker ever nention having
sexual relations with another nan.

SERA
No. She woul d never.

GORI A
So she was a virgin before Mster
Giffin abused her?

SERA
Wll. In ternms of being with a guy.
Yes.

GLORI A

And what about you? Have you and M ss
Val ker had sexual rel ations before?

SERA
Yes.

GORI A
What about before the incident took
pl ace. Before march Fourteenth?

SERA
Yes. Way before then.

GORI A
And in your |ast sexual encounter
before the incident. To your best
recol l ection, can you please tell the
court if Mss Wal ker's hynen was
still intact?

SERA
Yes. Yes it was.

There's a hush over the gallery.
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GORI A
And in your next sexual encounter.
After the incident? Wat about then?

SERA
It was not.

GORI A
And had M ss Wal ker ever shown any
interest in men? O indicated in any
way she m ght want to experinent?

SERA
No. Never. She's as gay as they cone.
Even when Leonardo Dicaprio or
sonmebody came on TV she wouldn't even
react.

Goria faces the jury.

GORI A
As gay as they cone... No further
guestions your honor.

JUDGE HUNT
Does the defense have any questions?

MARTI N
Yes, your honor.

Martin stands and passes doria as she retakes her seat.
MARTI N (cont' d)

Mss Bell. Were were you at the tine
this alleged assault took place?

SERA
London. | was doing a senester
abr oad.

MARTI N

And for how I ong were you and M ss
Wal ker separated during this tinme?

SERA
About three nonths.

MARTI N
And when you were together. Did you
and M ss Wl ker have sex on a regul ar
basi s?

SERA
Yes.



MARTI N
How oft en?

SERA
About once a day.

MARTI N
Ww. Once a day? Sone of us should be
so | ucky.

GORI A
bj ect i on.
MARTI N
Sorry your honor. So Mss Bell. Tel

me. Would you classify Mss Wil ker as
being particularly interested in
having sex with you?

SERA
Well sure. W were going out. We both
| oved havi ng sex.

MARTI N
So woul d you cl assify M ss \Wal ker as
havi ng an abnormal |y high sex drive?

GORI A
bj ection your honor!
JUDGE HUNT
Counsel or.
MARTI N

| withdraw the question. Mss Bell..
did you and M ss Wal ker consi der
your sel ves to be dating?

SERA
Yes. W were girlfriends.

MARTI N
So both you and M ss Wal ker were in
an exclusive relationship? Is that
right?

SERA
That's right. Yeah.

MARTI N
And in all that time. Did your
girlfriend, Mss Wl ker, ever cheat
on you?

115.
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SERA
Yes. Once.

MARTI N
And when did she cheat on you? Wen
you were in London?

SERA
Yes.
MARTI N
And when exactly was this?
SERA
January.
MARTI N

And how did you find out about it?

SERA
W share the sane data plan. So | got
some of her texts in that idC oud
t hi ng.

MARTI N
You testified earlier that in your
| ast sexual encounter, before you
| eft for London, that M ss Wl ker's
hymen was in tact. |Is that correct?

SERA
Yes. That's right.

MARTI N
And when you returned, you found that
her hymen was broken. Is that right?

SERA
Yes.

MARTI N
And in between this tinme, the person
she cheated on you with. Do you know
if it was a wonman?

GORI A
bj ection your honor! Under the Rape
Shield Lawit's unlawful to cross-
exam ne previ ous sexual behavior.



Judge Hunt sl

Sera freezes.
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JUDGE HUNT
G ven the specific nature of this
case, and the sexual orientation of
the plaintiff, | overrule your
obj ecti on.

GORI A
But your honor- -

ans his gavel

JUDGE HUNT
Overrul ed. Answer the question M ss
Bel I .

She gl ances over at 1zzy. lzzy stares.

SERA

| never saw or net the person.
MARTI N

Did you catch a nanme by any chance?
SERA

Sam
MARTI N

Sanf? A uni-sexual abbrevi ated nane?
SERA

| suppose.
MARTI N

And when you found out she'd cheated
on you. Were you angry?

SERA
Yes. | was furious.

MARTI N
But your relationship didn't end
because of it. You chose to stay
together. Is that correct?

SERA
Yes. | forgave her.

MARTI N
But now you're no | onger together.

SERA
That's right. We broke up.



MARTI N
And who initiated the break up?

SERA
| did. | broke up with her.

MARTI N
Mss Bell. This mght be difficult
for you to answer, but | want you to
pl ease consider the question. In al
the tinme since you' ve been back from
London, with everything that you' ve
heard, and everything that's gone on.
Did it ever cross your mnd that M ss
Wal ker m ght have cheated on you with
a boy?

SERA
No.

MARTI N
And when M ss Wal ker told you that
she'd had sexual relations with Mark
That she was raped. You believed her
of course, did you not?

SERA
Yes. | believed her.
MARTI N
You believed that she was raped.
SERA
Yes.
MARTI N

And that it was because she was raped
that her hynen had been broken.

SERA
Yes that's right.

MARTI N
And you never once consi dered that
she m ght be lying to you about the
rape, because she was too enbarrassed
to admt that she'd cheated on you
with a boy.

GORI A
oj ect i on.

JUDGE HUNT
Overrul ed.
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doria | ooks stunned.

JUDGE HUNT (cont' d)

M ss Bell, Answer the question.
SERA
I"msorry, what's the question?
MARTI N
"Il ask one you can renenber this
time. Mss Bell. Is it possible that

M ss Wal ker lied to you about the
rape, because she knew her broken
hymen was proof that she cheated with
a boy?

SERA
Vell. ..

MARTI N
Coul d she have been lying because she
knew how you' d react? That she knew
you'd break up with her over it?

SERA
VWhat ?
MARTI N
Is it possible?
SERA
Yes.
MARTI N

No further questions your honor.

JUDGE HUNT
The witness i s excused.

Sera stands up and | eaves.
JUDGE HUNT (cont' d)
We'll take a thirty mnute recess and
reconvene. Court is adjourned.

Judge Hunt slanms his gavel.

| NT. COURTHOUSE HALLWAY - LATER
lzzy and G oria stand in an isolated area of the hallway.

GLORI A
You never told nme you cheated on her.
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| ZZY
| didn't know that they'd even think
about asking that question.

GORI A
They can't. And they shouldn't. It
isn't your fault. He's going to ask
you whet her or not the person you
cheated on Sera with was a man or
worman. | don't care and | don't want
to know, but you're going to say
woman. Do you under st and?

|l zzy stares at G oria with no reaction

GORIA (V.0O)
The People call for 1zzy Wl ker.

| NT. COURTROOM - LATER
| zzy stands up and approaches the w tness stand.

CLERK
Do you prom se that the testinony you
shall give in the case before this
court shall be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, so
hel p you God?

FADE TO

| NT. SAME - M NUTES LATER
Martin paces in front of the wi tness stand.

MARTI N
Your girlfriend and I had an
interesting talk earlier about sone
of the indiscretions you had in your
relationship. And I'd Iike to know.
Is it true? Did you cheat on your
girlfriend while you were in an
excl usi ve rel ati onshi p?

| ZZY
Yes.

MARTI N
And are you sorry?

| ZZY
Excuse ne?
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MARTI N
Are you sorry? Are you renorsefu
that you cheated on her.

| ZZY
Yes. | am |I'msorry Sera.

MARTI N
M ss Wal ker. What was the nane of the
person you had an affair with?

| ZZY
Sam
MARTI N
Do you renenber Sam s | ast nane?
| ZZY
No. | don't. It was just a one tine
t hi ng.
MARTI N

And this Sam Was this person, with
whom you had sexual relations, a boy
or agirl?

| zzy hesitates for a | ong nonent.

JUDGE HUNT
Answer the question Mss Wl ker.

MARTI N
It's a sinple question. Was Sam a man
or a wonman?

| ZZY
A woman. | said before.

MARTI N
You do understand that |ying under
oath is a fel ony?

| ZZY
"' mnot |vying.

MARTI N
So Samis a wonan.

| ZZY
She identified as a wonan.

A nmurnmur breaks out anmongst the surprised gallery.
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MARTI N
She identified as a wonman?
| ZZY
Yes.
MARTI N
M ss Wal ker. Are you telling ne, that
Sam was a transgender nmale to fenal e?
| ZZY
Yes.
MARTI N
Post or Pre?
| ZZY
What ?
MARTI N

Did Sam have procedure done to renove
his mal e genitalia?

| ZZY
No.
MARTI N
No?
| ZZY
But he identifies as a woman! | cal

hi m a woman, so does everyone el se..

MARTI N
But she had a penis?

| ZZY
Yes.

The murmur grows |ouder. 1zzy swall ows.

BANG BANG BANGE ... There's a knock at the door...

I NT. LI'VING ROOM | ZZY'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

| zzy's on the couch drinking straight froma bottle of rum
She stands up and stunbles towards the front door.

The knocki ng conti nues.

| ZZY
I"'mcomng. |'mcom ng.
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| zzy opens the door and doria barges in

GORI A
| tried convincing the judge again
that he's in direct violation of the
Rape Shield Law, but he isn't
budging. I"'msorry lzzy, but | have
to say, it's not gonna | ooki ng good.
The defense is calling in this Sanuel
Bri dges. And no matter how she acts,
or what she says, the jury is going
to see a man. They just won't see him
as agirl. But lzzy. | promse. |I'm
gonna try to nmy best to get through.
"' mgonna nmake them see it.

|l zzy tosses the bottle onto the floor, and |ies down.

GLORI A (cont'd)
["I1... 1I'"ll see you in court
tonmorrow. Try to get sone sleep

G oria | eaves.
| zzy pulls out her cell phone and dials.

| ZZY
Hel | 0? Monf®?

SHARON (V. Q)
H, lzzy! How did it go today?

| Z2ZY
Shitty.

SHARON (V. Q)
Oh, sweetie. That's okay. Your father
and | are driving over tonorrow,
we'll do everything we can to help
you W n.

| ZZY
It's basically over, nom

SHARON (V. Q)
What do you nmean? What happened?

| ZZY
| don't want to talk about it. |Is dad
com ng?



SHARON (V. O.)

O course. O course he is. W'll al

get together during lunch and eat
sonmewhere nice. How does that sound?

| ZZY
Okay. Sure.

SHARON (V. Q)
Well we'll see you tonorrow then
Good | uck, sweetie!

| ZZY
Thank you.

| zzy hangs up.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM | ZZY'S PARENTS HOUSE - SAME
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Sharon and Pat sit on the couch. Sharon puts her phone away
and stands up.

Pat groans.

SHARON
We better get packing then.

PAT
| ain't going. Don't put words in ny
nout h.

SHARON
You are goi ng.

PAT
No, I'"'mnot. |I'm going on Thursday
when | was summoned, 1'Il testify,

and then |I'm | eaving.

SHARON
Haven't you done enough to ruin our
daughter's life? Leaving her in
crippling debt, practically exiling
her fromthis house, those
shenani gans with telling the police
about the fake boyfriends. Your
i gnorance and hatred is getting in
the way of your |ove for our
daught er.

SHARON (cont' d)
|'"ve said nmy piece. |'m packing and
| eavi ng at dawn.
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CUT TGO

| NT. COURTROOM - DAY
Once again the Court is packed as they watch
SAM BRI DGES (20s) take the stand.

She is six foot four with a well-structured face and a
nmuscul ar body. Her only femnine feature is her | uxurious
shoul der -1 ength bl onde hair.

SAM
(in a deep voice)
| do.

| zzy |1 ooks back at the gallery. She spots Sharon in one of
the first rows, but an enpty seat next to her.

CLERK
Pl ease state your nane for the
record.

SAM

Samant ha Bri dges.
|l zzy's face falls in disappointnment. She turns back around.

CLERK
Your | egal nane, please.

SAM
Samuel Bri dges.

CLERK
You may be seat ed.

MARTI N
I only have a few questions for you
Mster Bridges... Ch I'msorry. Is it
M ss Bridges? O naybe M sses?

SAM
| prefer Mss Bridges, yes.
MARTI N
Vell. You don't look like nmuch of a
Mss to nme. In fact, you | ook rather
toned and built... Do you work out?
SAM

Uh... Yes. | do.



MARTI N
Consci ous of your health are you?
SAM
Yes.
MARTI N
Do you juice?
SAM
Excuse ne?
MARTI N

Do you take any substances? Protein
pills or anything of the sort?

SAM
Yes.
MARTI N
Which ones if | may ask?
SAM
JYM ZMA
MARTI N

Sam That's pretty rich in
testosterone, isn't it? For what
possi bl e reason coul d you have any
interest in punping that nuch
testosterone into your blood streanf

SAM
It's for ny westling career. | want
to go to the Wrl d Chanpi onshi ps.

MARTI N
| see. Wll you seempretty manly to
nme. Let me ask you a rather personal
question if you don't mnd. But | do
think it's inmportant for the jury to

know. M ss Bridges... Do you have a
peni s?

SAM
Yes.

MARTI N

So let nme get this straight Mss

Bri dges. You want to be an dynpic
Westler, so you punp extra
testosterone into your body, and you
have a penis. Don't you think that
represents a nman and not a wonan?
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GORI A

oj ection. He's |eading the wtness.
JUDGE HUNT

"1l allowit.
SAM

It's about how | feel on the inside.

MARTI N

O course it is. And you're a woman
on the inside, are you not?

SAM
I am

| zzy | ooks back at the gallery where she spots her father

maki ng his way through the aisle.

zy's eyes lighten up at the sight of him but he doesn't

| z
| ook back at her.

MARTI N

And have you ever been inside a

wonman?

Stunned | aughter breaks out anmpngst the gallery.

Pat takes his seat next to Sharon, who al ways appears

pl easantly surprised to see him

Pat's eyes dart around the room He eventually settles at

staring at the ground.

GORI A
bj ection your honor!

Judge Hunt bangs his gavel.

JUDGE HUNT
Oder! I'lIl have order

| zzy continues staring at her father,

up and returns her gaze. A sorrowf ul
They | ock eye contact.

MARTI N

who eventual |y | ooks
| ook in his eyes.

M ss Bridges. Have you ever had
penetrative vagi nal sex with a wonan?

SAM
Yes.
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PAT
(rmout hed, to 1zzy)
I |ove you.
| zzy can't help but smle. Pat smles back.

FADE TO

I NT. LIVING ROOM |2ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY
|l zzy watches TV with the sound off in a quiet daze..
When there's a knock at the door.

She slowy wal ks over and opens it to find Sera, who | ooks
anxi ous and guilty.

| zzy takes a step back.

| ZZY

What do you want ?
SERA

I"'mso sorry. | had no idea..
| ZZY

Yeah wel|l. Thanks a | ot.
SERA

Can | cone in?
| ZZY

No.
SERA

Pl ease. | have sonething to say.
| ZZY

You already said you're sorry. How
much nore could you possibly hurt nme?

SERA
Pl ease?

| ZZY
Fi ne.

| zzy opens the door wi der and Sera wal ks in.

SERA
So |I've been thinking... Look. I'm
gonna be blunt with you cause | know
you're strong enough to handle it.

( MORE)
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SERA (cont' d)
You' ve |lost this case. You don't have
the noney for the abortion. But you
know what. You' ve got ne. | can't
| eave you alone like this. I'd feel
way too guilty.

|l zzy takes a seat on the couch and tries to remain stoic.

SERA (cont' d)
| spent sonme tine with a couple other
girls back in California and | just
couldn't stop thinking about you. I
wanted to call, but | didn't want to
i ntrude. ...

Sera picks up the bottle of rumand takes a sip.

SERA (cont' d)
| don't know. But it was eating at ne
every single day. | needed you.
Probably nore than you needed ne. |
was just so selfish..

| zzy starts crying... but Sera doesn't touch her.

SERA (cont' d)
Don't cry. Hey. I"'msorry for |eaving
you |like that. It was such an
incredibly shitty thing to do. | was
just so overwhelned with the
circunstances | couldn't handle it.
And words can't express just how
sorry | am

| ZZY
Shut up. Just shut up.

|l zzy throws herself at Sera and they hug.

SERA
I just wanna know you forgive ne.
| ZZY
| do... It's okay...
SERA
| | ove you.
| ZZY

| love you too.
They ki ss. Long and passionately as they hold each ot her.

CUT TGO
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| NT. BEDROOM |ZZY'S APARTMENT - DAY
|l zzy and Sera |ie naked al ongsi de each other in bed.

SERA
W can do it. I'mtelling you. |"1I
get a job. Hell. I'Il get two jobs!
Drop out of school. Don't need an
education to becone an actress. It'l|
all work out. We can do this.

| ZZY
Mrm hmm

Sera turns to face her.

SERA
Come on. Don't you think so? W'd be
great together. Maybe this whole
thing was kind of |ike, sone sort of
bl essing in disguise.

| ZZY
Maybe.

SERA
Have you thought about names yet? W
don't even know if it's a boy or a

girl.

| ZZY
Hey. I"'mtired babe. Can we go to
bed?

SERA

That was pretty exhausting wasn't it?
Heh. |'m back baby!

| zzy reaches over and shuts off the light.

| ZZY
Good ni ght.

SERA
Ni ght.

FADE TO

I NT. SAME - LATER

| zzy's eyes flicker open... She | ooks at the clock: 2:37 AM



131.
| zzy gets up in the darkness, and tip toes over to the
cl oset, trying her best not to wake Sera.

She reaches in, takes a jacket off a coat hanger, and tosses
it to the floor. Sera shuffles.

SERA
Mmm Cone back to bed.
| ZZY
Shh... 1'Il be right there.

| zzy creeps into the
BATHROOM
turns on the light, and shuts the door behind her.

| zzy gathers all the shower towels and hand-drying towel s
and spreads them out across the tile floor.

She unbuttons her jeans and takes them off. She throws them
off to the side, and sits on the towels.

|l zzy pries the stiff metal of the coat hanger to forma
hook.

Her eyes are bl oodshot and teary. She slides her underwear
of f and pushes it to the side.

She extends her arm as the hanger hovers between her | egs.

Her hands shake. Beads of sweat fall down her face. |zzy
stares at its sharp point... Thinking.

Her hands continue to trenble.

CUT TGO

BLACK.
Qut of every 1,000 rapists, only 100 are reported.
Only 30 face trial.

Only 10 are sentenced to jail tine.

THE END




