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| NT. CAR - DAY

Cracked i Phone screen. Chipped black nails scroll through a
‘job wanted' thread. A couple of seedy ads- nothing of

subst ance.

We then | and on:

$$$ HELP WANTED $$3$

Young woman with a notherly touch-

Fam |y of four seeks nanny to keep house in order. No
experience necessary. Accommobdation included- start ASAP.

We now see the wonan's face, RACHEL (early 30s). She's parked
outside a two story hone in a well-kept suburb.

EXT. HOUSE- DAY
Rachel rings the doorbell. JOHN (60) tall, hunched wearing

gl asses and daggy dad attire opens the door, he has a napkin
stuffed into his shirt.

JOHN

Hel | 0?
RACHEL

H, |'m Rachel- |I'm here about -
JOHN

- the ad | posted, of course- please
come on in, Rachel

Rachel steps inside.
| NT. HOUSE- CONTI NUOUS

The house is sone-what organi sed, but dusty. John notions to
hi s napki n.

JOHN
| do apol ogi se, you've caught us in
the m ddl e of breakfast... are you
hungry?

RACHEL

No, |'m okay thank you.

JOHN
You have a kind face, Rachel.
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Sonmething tells ne you' ve spent sone
time inthe world... | trust you don't
have judgenents.

RACHEL
No, |I"'mpretty open m nded.

JOHN
Good. Well, let nme introduce you to
the famly.

John ushers her into the kitchen.
| NT. KI TCHEN- CONTI NUOUS

THREE MANNEQUI NS- a young boy, young girl and ol der wonan.
All propped up sitting at the table- each with an untouched
plate of food laid out in front.

JOHN
This is Beth, Charlie and this is ny
wi fe, June.

Rachel | aughs, notices John's serious expression.

RACHEL
This is your famly?

JOHN
| know it can seema bit unusual..
but whose famly isn't? | prom se
you'll get to love them They don't
make much of a mess and they're quiet
nost of the tine.

Rachel |ooks at John, a wide smle on his face, seem ngly
har m ess.

CUT TGO
I NT. KITCHEN- NI GHT

Rachel, John and the mannequin fam |y seated at the dinner
t abl e.

JOHN
Tell me a bit about yourself.

RACHEL

Not rmuch to tell, really. Finished
hi ghschool then nmade ny way through
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various jobs... a string of bad
rel ati onships. Pretty average, |
guess.

JOHN

Bad rel ati onshi ps?

RACHEL
You' ve never been in a bad
rel ati onshi p, John?

JOHN
| ' m di vor ced.

John tops up Rachel's gl ass.

JOHN
So Rachel, do you have a partner now?

Rachel shakes her head and feigns a smle.

RACHEL
Just ne.

John | ooks at Rachel with enpathy, he reaches and holds his
wi fe's hand.

JOHN
Famly is a gift, Rachel. | hope that
you will also be blessed with it one

day.
Rachel reaches for her glass of red.
| NT. RACHEL'S ROOM NI GHT

Rachel undresses in front of the mrror. She's badly bruised.
Fi nger marks paint her breasts.

She pulls out a bottle of vodka.
| NT. ROOM LATER

Rachel passed out- the vodka bottle on her bedside table with
a large dent out of it.

CUT TGO
| NT. LOUNGE- ROOM NI GHT

Rachel sits on the couch bored. She scrolls through her
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newsfeed on her phone.

BABI ES. WEDDI NGS. COUPLES. HOVES. FAM LY HOLI DAYS. The phot os
flick through filling out the full frame.

A CREAK fromupstairs
Rachel | ooks towards the ceiling.
Sil ence. Focuses back on her phone.

The sound of the Grandfather clock in the | ounge-roomticking
becomes nore apparent.

Ti ck.

Happy coupl e photo.
Ti ck.

Honeynmoon phot o.

Ti ck.

Rosy cheeked baby.

CLI CK. Phone shut off. C ose on Rachel. C oses eyes, takes a
deep breath.

FLASHBACK TO
| NT. SUPERMARKET- DAY

Rachel wal ks down the aisle of a supermarket. In her basket,
toilet roll, vodka.

TWO WOVMEN with strollers turn into the aisle
Rachel clocks them turns imrediately- but it's too |ate.

WOVAN 1
Rachel! Rach, is that you?

Rachel slows and turns.

RACHEL
H , Caroline.
CAROLI NE
| knew it! | haven't seen you since

hi ghschool - but | never forget a face!
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Caroline glances at her stroller.

RACHEL

You have ki ds.
CAROLI NE

Yes! And you?
RACHEL

No.

Caroline smles at WOMAN 2 who is still standing next to her.

CAROLI NE

Well it was good seeing you, Rachel.
BACK TO PRESENT:
| NT. KI TCHEN- CONTI NUOUS
Freezer door opening. Frozen peas shoved asi de. Vodka.

Rachel pours herself a stiff drink. Dows it at the sink.
Pour s anot her.

She pulls a pack of cigarettes from her pocket. Draws one.
Flicks the lighter and brings the flame up to ignite.

A WOVAN S COUGH.
Rachel turns, shocked.

RACHEL
Hel | 0?

She | ooks out to the | oungeroom Just her and mannequi n June
who is seated at the kitchen table.

Rachel leans into June's face, pulls her head right into hers
and pulls out the Iight again.

Slowy, she lifts the light to her cigarette, never taking
her eyes of off June.

About to ignite when..
A CREAK from upstairs
Rachel snaps up and rests the cigarette on the table.

Then the sound of sonmething as if a table being dragged
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across the floor.

Rachel | ooks back to June then exits the Kkitchen.
| NT. LOUNGEROOM CONTI NUQUS

Rachel stands at the foot of the stairs.

I NT. CHARLIE'S ROOM CONTI NUQUS

Mannequin Charlie is propped up in his bed, blankets pulled
up to his chest.

Rachel enters, she | ooks to see one of the dressers pulled
out fromthe wall.

She | ooks back to Charlie then nakes her way over to the
dresser, shoves it flush to the wall- as she does she notices
a photo on the floor, jutting out from underneath.

A smal|l boy smling.

RACHEL
(to Charlie)
Who's this?

Rachel inspects the photo closer. The boy in the picture is
wearing the same outfit as Charlie.

I NT. KITCHEN- NI GHT

Rachel, John and the mannequin famly at the table.

JOHN

How was your day?
RACHEL

It was fine. And yours?
JOHN

Fi ne.

A long silence.

RACHEL

You nentioned you were nmarried?
John takes a large sip of his w ne.
JOHN

Al nost ten years.
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RACHEL
VWhere i s she now?
JOHN
An institution.
RACHEL
|"msorry to hear that.
JOHN
She wasn't well. Ever since we had

chil dren, sonething changed in her.

RACHEL
| didn't realise you had children?

Rachel gl ances at the mannequi ns and corrects herself.

RACHEL
O her children.

JOHN
They're grown up and have their own
famlies now .. |like ne.

John pauses, reflects.

JOHN
After our second she becane cl osed
of f. Sonet hi ng snapped i nside of
her... do you ever think that maybe
sone peopl e shouldn't have chil dren?

RACHEL
|'ve started to believe |'mone of
t hose peopl e.
| NT. LOUNGE- ROOV+ LATER

Rachel curled up on the couch. In her hand, the photo of the
smal | boy wearing Charlie's clothes.

From upstairs, the sound of glass smashing. Furniture being
heaved over. Scream ng.

(I NSERT SOUNDS O'S JOHN SHOUTI NG ABUSE AT HI S MANNEQUI N)

Rachel | ooks at the photos thoughtfully placed on top of the
TV set. Photos of John and his mannequin famly.

She turns the TV on and begins to renove her JEWELLERY
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placing it on the table in front of her.
FLASHBACK TO:
| NT. CLOTHI NG STORE- DAY

A MANNEQUIN in a store wi ndow. Large painted smle, dressed
in spring attire.

Rachel , outside a dressing room regards the mannequi n.

GRL (QY)
You're not going to see himagain, are
you?
Rachel , eyes glued to the mannequi n responds.

RACHEL
No.

The G RL (20s) exits fromthe dressing-room appears behind
Rachel . She's heavily pregnant.

G RL
Rach.

Rachel turns, takes in her friend s appearance.
EASTER EGG John in the BG serving custoners.

RACHEL
You | ook great.

G RL
| ook fat.

Rachel turns back to | ook at the mannequin.

G RL
He told you you weren't a wonan. No
man can deci de that.

RACHEL
Are you getting the dress?

G RL
How can you stay with soneone |ike
t hat ?

RACHEL
They're just words.
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GRL (OY
Are they?

Rachel stares down her reflection in the store wi ndow by the
mannequi n.

BACK TO PRESENT:
| NT. KI TCHEN- EARLY MORNI NG
Morning |ight. Thunderstorm

Rachel stands at the sink, cigarette hanging from nouth,
scrapi ng di shes.

John enters, June is pushed roughly into her seat at the
table. Rachel turns to see June has a scar cut into her
cheek.

John | ooks to Rachel .

JOHN
She fell.

RACHEL
kay.

Rachel places a couple of plates down.

RACHEL
And the kids?

JOHN
Let them sleep in.

Rachel sits down with her breakfast.
RACHEL
You haven't seen ny neckl ace have you,
John?
John defl ects the question.
JOHN
Having a | ate one at the store
tonight. Don't wait up

Rachel nods.
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10.

| NT. LOUNGEROOMt NI GHT

Rachel passively watches TV. In her hands the photo of the
smal | boy.

She nakes her way out into the hall and | ooks down to where
John's roomis

I NT. JOHN S ROOM CONTI NUQUS

Rachel ransacks John's room

She pulls a dusty box out from underneath his bed.

Rachel delves into it. Video tapes.

| NT. LOUNGE- ROOM NI GHT

Rachel inserts the first tape into the VCR Presses play.

Bl ack screen for a nonent.

Then John, setting up the canera on a tripod. He smles once
happy then noves away to reveal his mannequin famly at the
ki tchen table.

He sits down, starts talking.

Rachel fast forwards through the tape. Through John sitting
at the table talking to hinmself. It seens to go on forever,

until the tape has run out.

Rachel ejects the tape and then inserts the next one. John
reading a bed tine story to Charlie.

Later. ..

Rachel , drunk, now asleep on the couch. The tape is stil
pl ayi ng on the TV.

She wakes nonentarily, brings her hand up to shield the
bri ghtness. She | ooks around to find the renote. As she turns
her head she notices sonething for a split second.

Rachel shoots up. Pushes a few things around on the table.
Fi nds the renote.

She begins to rew nd.

Presses play once satisfied. Then pause.
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11.
A part of the tape that has been forgotten to be taped over.
It's only a few franes, but it's enough.
A BLONDE WOVAN. Gagged. Bruised, tears flowi ng dowmn her face.
Then. . .
Headl i ghts through the curtains. John's hone.

Adrenal i ne ki cks in, Rachel quickly grabs at the tapes.
Stuffs them back in the box.

She | ooks through the curtains at John. He exits the car. It
appears there's another FIGURE in the passenger seat.

He runs around to the other side of the car, alnost slipping
in the rain. Opens the passenger door & pulls out a
mannequi n.

The mannequi n has | ong brown hair.

Rachel subconsciously touches her brown hair.

RACHEL
Oh ny CGod.

Lights flash as he | ocks the car.

Rachel watches as he begins to wal k towards the house.

She grabs the box.

| NT. HALL- CONTI NUOUS

Rachel flees down the hall.

I NT. JOHN S ROOM CONTI NUQUS

She stuffs the box under John's bed. She goes to exit the
room however now see's John enter the hallway. She gasps and
| ooks around her. Then rolls under the bed.

John enters with the mannequin girl.

Rachel watches from underneath the bed.

He opens his cupboard, pushes his clothes aside and pl aces
t he mannequi n i nsi de.

Now t hat Rachel has a clearer view of the mannequin she can
see that it is wearing her neckl ace.
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12.

JOHN
|"'msorry, Rachel. You'll have to hide
in here for now, but it won't be |ong
til you can join the rest of our
famly.

John exits the room and Rachel rolls out from underneath the
bed.

I NT. LOUNGE ROOM CONTI NUOUS

Rachel makes it to the | ounge room The sound of John's
f oot steps upstairs.

She flees to the front door- when she hears a clattering from
t he kitchen.

She | ooks towards the kitchen doorway- can just make out June
at the table.

| NT. KI TCHEN- CONTI NUOUS

Mannequin June is at the table. Next to her hand- a butcher's
kni f e.

Rachel |1 ooks at the scar on June's cheek, snmpoths it with her
finger and then | ooks down at the knife by June's hand.

A beat, then--
Rachel takes the knife.
| NT. LOUNGE ROOWVF CONTI NUOUS

John nakes his way down the stairs, finds Rachel in the
| oungeroom kni fe conceal ed.

JOHN
| thought you woul d' ve been asl eep by
now.

RACHEL
| couldn't.

John starts stripping off his raincoat.
JOHN

A bottle of vodka usually does the
trick.
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13.

RACHEL
Don't you pity ne.

JOHN
Excuse ne?

Rachel holds the photo of the small boy out in front of her.

RACHEL
VWhere are the bodies, John?

John starts to head for Rachel.

JOHN
Wat ch what you're sayi ng.

Rachel pulls the knife.

RACHEL
You coul dn't make them | ove you, could
you? So you had to settle for your
si ck mannequin famly. Wo can never
| eave you.

JOHN
Who can't knock you around or take
advant age of you- |eave you broken and
damaged, driven to take whatever work
that will pay for your vices.

RACHEL
But they're not real, John. They're
not a real famly.

JOHN
Li ke yours?

A beat .

JOHN
That's what | thought. You're al
al one and you're fucking m serable.
You' d rather stay with soneone who
abuses you. ..

John noves to the kitchen. Pours a glass of liquor. He's now
st andi ng behi nd June.

JOHN

| didn't want to kill her. But she was
so mad when she cane hone and found
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14.

their bodies...

RACHEL
Ch ny CGod.

JOHN
She wouldn't listen to ne. That | had
done it for her, our relationship. She

wasn't cut out to be a nother. | just
wanted us to be the way we were
before... that's all | wanted... But

she kept screami ng. That's when | had
no choice but to restrain her in the
basenment. | tried for weeks to
convince her, to try and nake her
under stand. But she soon becane
unresponsi ve, she stopped eating. |
had no choice but to end it.

Rachel now shaking, still holding the knife out in front of
her .
JOHN
You're going to kill ne?

John makes his way towards her.
JOHN
You're going to stand up for yourself
now? A few years too late, don't you
t hi nk?
John continues to make his way towards Rachel
JOHN
Let's face it, Rachel. You're not a
woman, you're just--

Rachel snaps. She SCREAMS and drives the knife into John's
chest.

Pull's the knife out.
Strikes the knife in again.
FLASHBACK: Bat hr oom
Pulls it out. Strikes again.

FLASHBACK: Pity on the wonen's' faces in the supermarket.
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15.

Stri kes again.
FLASHBACK: her reflection in the store w ndow.
Agai n.

FLASHBACK: 10 year old Rachel in her school uniform being
cornered by a much OLDER MAN on her way to school

Agai n. Agai n. Again.

Until she's covered in John's blood. H's body now just a
bl oody |ifel ess heap on the fl oor.

Rachel knelt down next to him begins to SOB.
| NT. LOUNGEROOM+ LATER
Mannequi n June, Charlie and Beth |ined up on the couch.

Rachel makes her way over. Curls up on the couch, rests her
head on June's | ap.

Cl ose on: Rachel's face. A woman's hand stroking her hair.

END.
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