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FADE | N:
| NT. KI TCHEN - EVEN NG
Young mai d, DELILAH ROSS (20) stirs dinner in a GUvVBO POT.

She chops ONI ONS, TOVATOES and PEPPERS. She stops to massage
a thick BRU SE engraved around her wist.

The kitchen door swi ngs open. Delilah stops. ALICE BUFCRD
(40s), stands in the doorway. She's drunk, dressed in a silk
robe. She drinks froma w ne gl ass.

DELI LAH
Supper is al nost ready, Ms. Buford.

ALI CE
Come with nme, Delil ah.

Alice lets go of her wine glass, it SHATTERS on the fl oor.
Delilah flinches at the sound.

I NT. DI Nl NG ROOM - EVEN NG

Three | oose chi pped PEARLS and an ENVELOPE | ay side by side
on a long oak dining table.

Alice sits at the head, Delilah stands beside her, quiet.
Alice slowy slides the pearls closer to her.

ALI CE

You ever seen these before?
DELI LAH

No, nm'am
ALI CE

| found these in ny bedroom You'd
tell me if another woman was in ny
house, won't you Delil ah?

DELI LAH
Yes, Ms. Buford.

ALI| CE
You swear ?

DELI LAH
Yes, nma'am | swear.

The wi ne bottle THUMPS on the table as Alice trades it for



the pearls. She brings themto her nose and i nhal es.

ALI| CE
It snells |ike her.

DELI LAH
Li ke who, Ms. Buford?

ALI CE
Li ke that woman. Cheap |i ke her
perfunme. Cheap |ike her skin.

DELI LAH
M. Buford would never hurt you.

Alice smles at her innocence.

ALl CE
You're a good girl aren't you Delil ah?

DELI LAH
Yes, nma'am

ALl CE
Al'l good girls deserve rewards.

Alice reaches for the envel ope. She reveals a wad of noney.
She fans the crisp dollar bills. Delilah watches.

ALl CE
A girl like you could do a |ot of
things wth noney |like this. Buy
yourself a nice dress or do sonething
nice for your nother.

DELI LAH
She's sick and she needs things.

ALl CE
Perfect. It's yours.

Alice tosses the noney on the table. Delilah reaches for it,
Alice grabs her wist, stopping her.

ALl CE
It's yours if you do this one thing.

DELI LAH
Yes?



ALl CE
Kill ny husband.

Delilah tries to renove her armfrom Alice's hand. Alice
tightens her grip, yanks Delilah down to her |evel.

Alice leans into her ear.

ALI CE
(whi spers)
Gregory is cheating on ne. W have to

Kill him
Wth wi de eyes, Delilah slowy stands up.

DELI LAH
VWhat ?

ALl CE
Kill. Hm

She lets Delilah go, takes a small BOITLE from her pocket,
gives it to Delil ah.

Delilah reads, quickly |looks up fromthe bottle, frightened.

DELI LAH
Poi son, Ms. Buford?

ALl CE
| got it fromthe farmer up the
street. He told nme it could kill any

vermn in seconds.

DELI LAH

You told himyou want to kill a nman?
ALI CE

| told himl want to kill a rat. You

kill that rat, Delil ah.

Delilah puts the bottle down on the table. She shakes her
head, steps back.

DELI LAH
| can't do that. This is the |iquor
tal king. You don't nean this.

Alice roughly yanks Delilah by her arm keeping her in place.



ALl CE
You do as | say, little girl or I'll
send you packing with the nothing you
canme here with. The choice is yours.

Delilah nervously stares at the poison, the noney, the
chi pped pearl s.

Keys JINGLE in the distance.

GREGORY (O 95)
' m hone.

Delil ah snatches the bottle off the table, stuffs it in her
apron pocket. Alice hides the noney in her |ap.

GREGORY BUFORD (40s) enters the room He's in a suit,
occupied with his briefcase. Alice forces a smle.

ALl CE
Honey, hone so soon?

GRECGORY
Yeah, short day at the office.

He sits at the other end of the table.

ALl CE
Just in tinme for supper. Delilah made
gunbo.

Gregory eyes Delilah. She inmmedi ately | ooks away.

GREGORY
|s that so?

DELI LAH
Yes sir.

ALl CE
Well, Delilah, we can't wait any
| onger.

DELI LAH
Yes ma' am

Delilah turns to wal k away. Alice watches her.
ALl CE

And don't forget to put that special
seasoning in his. Gegory likes his



extra spicy.
Wth her back turned, Delilah slowly nods.
| NT. KI TCHEN - EVEN NG

Two BOALS of gunbo rest on the kitchen counter. Delil ah
stares at them Wth shaky hands she takes the bottle of
poi son from her apron.

She cl asps her hands around the bottle, she closes her eyes.
She prays.

| NT. DI NI NG ROOM - EVEN NG

Delilah serves. Alice carefully watches her place one bow of
gunbo in front of herself and another in front of G egory.

GREGORY
Vell, this snells wonderful.

Gregory eats a spoon full

GREGORY
(rmouth full)
"1l be dammed, this m ght be the best
gunbo ever. Try it, Alice.

Alice | ooks at Delilah. She gives Alice a reassuring nod.
Alice eats a spoon full.

ALl CE
This is really good. You out did
yoursel f Delil ah.

DELI LAH
Thank you.

Del il ah nervously stands there. Both her and Alice | ook at
Gregory as he eats. Nothing happens. Alice darts her eyes to
Delilah. Delilah shrugs.

ALl CE
(angry).
Well, don't just stand there, get us
sonme tea to go with this gunbo.

Delilah hurries to the kitchen. G egory opens a newspaper
fromhis briefcase and reads. Alice angrily stares at him



Frustrated, Alice janms her spoon in the gunbo and eats.

ALl CE
That girl can't do a damm thing right.
| want her gone. | nean it this ting,
Gregory, | don't care where she goes.
GREGORY

Sure, honey.
| NT. KITCHEN - EVEN NG
Delilah rests her head on the closed kitchen door. She cl oses
her eyes. A nuffled THUWP cones fromthe other side of the
door .
Delilah's eyes quickly open.
| NT. DI Nl NG ROOM - EVEN NG
She peeks around the door, slowy walks into the room Alice
head | ays in her bow of gunbo. Her eyes are w de open. At
the other end, G egory stands and wal ks to Ali ce.
He feels for a pul se.
She's dead. Stunned, he | ooks to Delil ah.
She makes a run for the kitchen. Gegory hurries after her.
He stops her by the arm and yanks her back. He slans her up
agai nst the door, hard enough to hit her head.

Delilah weakly fights him he traps her arns. He jerks them
up by her wist and hol ds them above her.

His grip overlaps her bruise perfectly.

He forces kisses on her neck, unzips his pants. Delilah no
| onger fights, she blankly |ooks out into space.

Suddenly, his head plops down onto her shoulder. H's arns
fall down to his sides. H s weight | eans on her conpletely.
Hi s body is |inp.

Del il ah pushes himoff. Gegory falls to the floor.

He' s dead.

She steps over him goes to Alice, pulls the noney from her

| ap. She takes off her apron, throws it on Alice's body.
Del il ah | eaves.



As she wal ks away, we see A PEARL BROOCH nestled in her bun.
Three enpty spaces where chi pped pearls once | aid.

END



