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FADE | N-
EXT. CAMEROON - WEST AFRI CA, 1998 - REFUGEE CAMP - DAY
Children run around pl ayful.

Mot hers converse with one another as they braid their
children hair.

Soldiers hold their AK-47 while they stand guard as others
patr ol

Kids play with the sol diers.
| NT. REFUGEE CAMP, PRI NCESS' TENT - DAY

A MOTHER(40's)in distraught holds her one year old baby boy
in her arnms as a nedical DOCTOR(50's) exam nes him

DOCTOR
He is burning up and dehydrated. He
needs V. W can take himto the tent
and treat himthere.

He puts his stethoscope back in his bag.

MOTHER
We can do that. | don't know what el se
to do.

She hands the baby to the doctor as he waps himup in a
cloth and carries hi moutside.

The not her turns her focus on her daughter, PRI NCESS(15)who
is fixated on her brother's condition.

MOTHER
Princess, why don't you go find your
brot her and get sone water at the
well. We are running out.

Princess nods her head in silent as she puts her head down.
Mot her gently puts her hand underneath Princess' chin to lift
her head.

MOTHER
(wth a smle)
Hey...it will be okay. Samuel w Il be
just fine...princess warrior.

Princess brings out a smle, she | eaves the tent.



EXT. REFUGEE CAMP, PRI NCESS TENT - DAY

She picks up a bucket just outside of her tent.

Chil dren play soccer conpetitively.

She notices a group of excited teenagers in the distance.
Curious, she wal ks toward the crowd.

She noves through the crowd to get to the front. Her brother,
EBENEZER(18)tall, slimindividual fights another boy(17).

Ebenezer throws a right hook, CONNECTS with the boy to the
face as he falls to the ground unconsci ous.

He rai ses both his hands in victory as the kids go w ld.
The referee(17) boy, raises Ebenezers armin victory.

REFEREE
The wi nner is...Ebenezer.

The crowd again goes wild; children dance around himas they
chant ' chanpion.'

Ebenezer wal ks away out of breath; feeling good about his
vi ctory.

PRI NCESS

(yells)
Ebenezer!

She gets his attention.
PRI NCESS

Mot her said you have to cone with ne
to get water.

EBENEZER

Not now. |'m exhausted. Can it wait?
PRI NCESS

No...we have to get sone now.
EBENEZER

Go on without ne. | will catch up,

okay. .. okay?

He notices a girl in a conversation with her friends.



She makes eye contact with a flirtatious smle.
Love struck, he smles back.

PRI NCESS
Hey!

Ebenezer turns to Princess as his concentration is broken.
EBENEZER
(annoyed)
Look, | said to get out of here! [|'l
catch up with you later
He gives her a small shove.
She storns away.

EXT. BUSHES - DAY

Princess wal ks through the bushes, puts her bucket down to
shadow box.

She raises her arnms in the air as if she just won a match.
PRI NCESS
(to hersel f)
The chanpi on wi ns agai n! Yaaay!

She then picks up her bucket, continues to walk while
whistling a tune to herself.

EXT. REFUGEE CAMP - DAY

Ebenezer chats with the girl, when a gunfire goes off in the
di st ance.

Peopl e screamin panic; run for cover as Ebenezer | ooks
around to see where the noise cane from

Not worried one bit, he turns to continue his conversation
with the girl

She gives an expressionless | ook, drops to her knees and
falls down dead with a bullet wound to her chest.

He scurries out of the area.

@unshots go off in the background as people run for their
lives.



EXT. THE WELL - DAY
Princess fills her bucket with water.

She turns off the well, grabs her bucket, heads down the
trail back to her canp.

She wal ks down the path, TRIPS over a rock as water spills
fromthe bucket.

She gets up to kick the bucket.
CUT TO
EXT. REFUGEE CAMP - DAY

Peopl e run for cover to hide as the mlitia continue their
onsl aught .

CUT TO
EXT. THE WELL - DAY
Princess fills her bucket with water.
Picks it up, wal ks down a path
EXT. REFUGEE CAMP - DAY
Bodi es |ie everywhere.
Tents burned down, wounded people gasp for air.
Paral yzed fromthe sight, Princess DROPS her bucket of water.
She treads pass the bodies to her tent.
| NT. PRI NCESS' TENT - DAY
She | ooks around as all have peri shed.
EXT. REFUGEE CAMP - DAY
She wal ks to the nedical tent.
| NT. REFUGEE CAMP, MEDI CAL TENT - DAY
Bodi es are spread out through the tent.

She spots her nother notionless in the distance on a cot
hol di ng her baby brother.



Bot h are dead.

PRI NCESS

(yells)
Mot her!

She hurries to her nother - puts her hand on her nothers
chest - places her head on her stomach to weep.

| NT. REFUGEE CAWVP, MEDI CAL TENT - N GHT
She wakes up; gl ances around the tent.

She gets up, stares at her nom and baby brother not saying a
word, but a closure.

As she turns to leave a group of mlitia nmen block her way
out .

M LI TI A LEADER
You...small girl. You are suppose to
be dead.

She remains silent, but ready for battle with clinched fists.

M LI TI A LEADER
What is your nane?

Still remain self-contained.

M LI TI A LEADER
Do not let ne repeat nyself. What is
your nane?

She refuses to speak a word at the | eader.

The | eader approaches Princess; reloads his gun and points it
at her.

M LITIA GENERAL(B. G)

(yells)
St op!

The | eader slowy puts his gun down.

The general, MJBARAK(40's)smug | ook, afro, passes through the
mlitia group, stands in front of Princess with a smrk on
his face.

MUBARAK
Do not kill her. W can use her. Look



at her eyes. She has no fear of
men...no fear of dying.

M LI TI A LEADER
Sir, she did not answer--

MUBARAK
(turns to his nen)
--1 don't care if she didn't answer
you. She has nore courage than all of
you.

He turns back to her inpressed with her courageous spirit.

MUBARAK( CONT. D)
| am Mubarak; the |eader of this
group. As you can see ny nen can be a
little trigger happy when | give them
the freedomto kill. They follow ny
commands.

Princess renains quiet.

Mubar ak wal ks up to Princess, bends over to get eye |evel
wi th her.

MUBARAK
As you can see...there i s nobody
here...all dead...gone.

Princess stares at himw th hate in her eyes, but remains
qui et .

MUBARAK
| have power to give life...and power
to take away. Wi ch one do you want?
Not a single word cones out of her nouth.

Mubar ak | aughs in a sinister way.

He stands up.

MUBARAK
(excited)
You see! This is what | |ike! Cone we

take care of you!

As he wal ks away two nmen grab her by the arnms as they wal k
out of the tent.



EXT. REFUGEE CAMP - NI GHT

Mubarak gets in his vehicle with the nen

MUBARAK
W will take care of you. W need your
tenacity and hunger for killing in our

arny.
He signals his nen to get her in the truck
The nmen force her into the back of a pick-up truck

MUBARAK
(to mlitia | eader)

Burn this place.
The mlitia | eader signal his nen to burn the place.
They bring out flame throwers.

EXT. DI RT PATH - N GHT

Mubarak, with his nen ride on a dirt road in the truck with
convoys |leading fromthe front.

MUBARAK
There are other girls there your age.
You will fit in wth them..mke new

friends.

Princess in silence | ooks up at sky as a haze of snpbke covers
it.

EXT. MLITIA CAMP - N GHT
The convoy pulls up to their canp.

Mubarak gets out as two soldiers grab Princess from behind
t he truck.

They wal k her into the canp.

The men shove her to the ground.

Mubar ak approaches to pick her up fromthe ground by the arm
MUBARAK

| suggest...you quickly make friends
here. This will be hone.



He turns to his nen.

MUBARAK

(yells)
Li sten! Tonmorrow we go out and fight

for freedom Against those who stand
agai nst us. Agai nst
governnent. .. agai nst the weak! Eat now
and rest!

As the nmen yell in celebration, Princess |ooks around lost in
t hought .

Mubar ak | ooks at Princess with a smle as he takes a puff of
his cigar.

A mlitia man grabs Princess by the armto escort her to a
sl eepi ng quarter.

| NT. SLEEPI NG QUARTER - NI GHT
The man rel ease her arm as he wal ks out the door.

Tel evi si on sound in the background; Princess |ooks around the
room

A door opens as |1 GBQ(40's)dingy shirt, unkenpt hair, |ooks
like he hadn't bathed in days, in a cal mmanner wal ks out of
a room snoking a cigarette.

MAN
| am Igbo...what is yours?

Princess | ooks at himin silence.
| gbo, in a cal mmanner approaches her.
| GBO
When | ask a question, you answer...do
you under st and?

Not saying a word, she remains self-controll ed.

He puffs snoke, puts his cigarette down to back hand her in
t he face.

She falls to the ground.

He continues to snoke his cigarette as she slowy gets up
fromthe floor - eyes glazed over.



She stands up and glares at 1gbo wth anger.
| gbo back hands her again as she CRASHES to the fl oor.

| GBO

(yells)
Do not look at me like that! | demand

respect! Do you understand? You answer
my question! Wat is your name?

Princess gets up to her feet wwth blood on her lip as she
CLENCHES her fists.

PRI NCESS
My nane...is...Princess.

| gbo takes a puff, throws his cigarette on the floor to put
it out with his foot.

| GBO
You know...it is wi se to answer
guesti ons when your husband asks them

Lost for words, she stares at him dunbfounded.
He bellows out with |aughter.
| GBO
(exci ted)
Yes! You are ny wife! You should be
t hankful we didn't kill you.
Taken aback; She backs up slowy.
| GBO
But, before we start our journey...]|
need to teach you sone manners.

Princess takes a swing at Igbo, H TS himon the face, causing
himto bleed on the nouth.

Wth sw ftness, he grabs her by the hair to drag her into a
room as she yells.

| NT. SLEEPI NG QUARTER, BEDROOM - NI GHT
Princess falls, hits her head on the side of the bed.
FLASHBACK SCENE

Super: 4 years ago
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| NT. SCHOOL PLAYGROUND, CAMEROON - DAY
Ebenezer (14), shows Princess(11), how to throw proper jabs.

EBENEZER
Left hand up to bl ock your face. Throw
your right punch; make sure you use
your hips and tw st.

Princess copies his novenents.

EBENEZER
kay, keep doing that. |I will put ny
hand up so you can hit it.
Ebenezer puts up his right hand as she hits it.

EBENEZER
One, two, three, four, five, six,
seven. kay. Are you good? Ready?

PRI NCESS
Yesl!

EBENEZER
Let's go.

They both wal k down the hallway, open the doors to go
out si de.

EXT. SCHOOL GROUNDS, CAMEROON - DAY
School kids cheer as they dance in joy.

As Princess wal ks into the open center her opponent who has
been prepared to fight takes off her back pack.

Princess shifts her feet in a nervous nanner as she rotates
her neck.

Ebenezer wal ks up to Princess.
EBENEZER
X...remenber. One, two, four to the

body. You'll be able to get her down
with that.

Princess nods her head in agreenent; turns to wal k toward her
opponent FRANCES(14) .

Frances takes a swing with her left that connects with
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Pri ncess' face.
She stunbl e backwar ds.

The crowd cheers | ouder as Princess noves to the |left and
j abs at Frances' face; which cause blood to drip from her
nose.

EBENEZER

(yells)
That's it, one, two, fourl

Princess steps back as Frances throws a right hook to her
body, but m sses.

Princess counters and delivers a |eft hook, right hook to
Frances' face, then an uppercut to her body, which drops her
to the floor.

Pri ncess noves backwards to catch her breath as Ebenezer
makes the count.

EBENEZER
One...two...three...four...five...six
...seven..

Frances gets up as she hol ds her body.

Princess in a cal mmnner approaches Frances with her guard
up.

Frances with SPEED delivers a body shot, an uppercut to
Princesses jaw, which drops her backwards to the ground.

EBENEZER
One...two...three...four...five...siXx
...seven...eight...nine..

Princess lay on the ground, eyes half open.
BACK TO:
EXT. MLITIA CAMP - DAY

Bruise with blood on her face, Princess in pain, slowy sits
up.

Conf used where she's at she | ooks over to her left.

Soldiers | oad carts and bags onto the back of a truck.



They get

12.

inside of the truck and drive off.

She turns to her sleeping quarter.

I NT. 1G&0 S HOUSE - DAY

Pri ncess

wal ks in wth a linp as she holds her head in pain.

| gbo sits on the couch watching TV.

Pri ncess

wal ks into the bat hroom kneels down, puts her hands

in the bucket of water to wash her face.

She | ooks at her hand as it shakes nervously.

| gbo aggressively opens the door.

Pri ncess

| GBO
Eh! Why are you in here? You need to
make food. | am hungry.

puts her hand in the water bucket, scoops up water,

washes her face.

He t akes

over her.

He rolls

He t akes
Pri ncess

She gets

| GBO
(angry tone)
Did you hear ne? | said | want food!
a puff of his cigarette, slams the door as he stands
| GBO
You better answer.

up his sleeves.

PRI NCESS
Yes...sir.

anot her puff of his cigarette as he wal ks out.
t akes anot her scoop of water to wash her face.

up, wal ks out of the bathroom

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY

| gbo sits on the couch snokes his cigarette as he watches the
tel evi si on.

Princess wal ks by as he turns to | ook at her.
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EXT. 1GB0O S HOUSE - DAY
Princess chase after the chickens around the yard.

She stops to take a breather. She catches her breathes;
continues to chase them

She plucks the feathers off a chicken.
She cooks the chickens over fire.
I NT. 1 &GBO S HOUSE - DAY

She brings a plate of food to Igbho as he takes a puff of his
cigarette.

She puts the plate on the table, wal ks away.

| GBO
Hey! Are you not hungry?

PRI NCESS
| ' m goi ng out si de.

EXT. IGO0 S HOUSE - DAY
She sits down on a step, puts her face on her |ap.
She hears hissing in the background.

Princess lifts her head to see where the noise is comng
from

She turns to the bushes, sees MARY(15) signaling Princess to
cone over in the mdst of the tall grasses.

Princess sighs, stands up. She |linps her way to Mary.

MARY
Hi !

Princess doesn't greet her.

MARY
My nanme is Mary. What is yours?
Still no response from Princess.
MARY

Do you have a nane?



Pri ncess
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nods her head.

MARY
VWll, what is it?

PRI NCESS
Pri ncess.

MARY
Princess...|l like that.

She doesn't respond to her comment.

Pri ncess

MARY
Were are you fronf?

PRI NCESS
.1 don't know. From the east.

MARY
| forgot where I'mfromtoo. It's been
too | ong.

| ooks away for a second, |ooks back at Mary.

MARY
What do you like to do?
PRI NCESS
...like to draw
MARY
(with a smle)
| like to draw too. | use to draw the
ocean and nountains. | no |onger do
t hat .
PRI NCESS
Wy ?

Mary lifts up her right armw th a m ssing hand.

Princess gasps.

MARY
| was caught stealing
food...punishnment was to | ose ny arm
or hand.

PRI NCESS
| am sorry for your pain.
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MARY
(1 aughs nervously)
Well, | learned really quick not to do

t hat agai n.

PRI NCESS
well...I--

| gbo calls out to Princess.
Pri ncess turns around.

MARY
| s that your husband?

Pri ncess nods her head.

MARY
You nmake sure you are careful around
t hese people. They do not |ike any of
us.

Princess nods her head again, turns around to wal k towards
t he house.

| gbo wat ches her as she gets into the house. He | ooks up at
Mary as she doesn't nake eye contact.

He wal ks i nside the house.
I NT. 1G&BO0 S HOUSE - DAY
He wal ks in, slans the door.

| GBO
| didn't like your food...it taste
i ke shit.

She keeps quiet by his insults.

Frustrated, he takes the plate, throws it at the wall as it
shatters.

| GBO

(yells)
Did you not here what | said? | said

it tastes like shit!

PRI NCESS
"' m sorry.
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| GBO
You're sorry! You're sorry?

He takes off his belt.

| GBO
| wll show you sorry.
(yells)

Get out of here!

She wal ks pass himas he swings his belt connecting her on
t he back.

She crunples to the ground.
| GBO
(yells)
Cet up! Get up!
She gets up, goes into the room
Convoy pulls up.
| gbo puts his belt back on, heads outside.

EXT. FIELD - DAY

Men with guns get out of the trucks with small chil dren(5-10)
along with teenagers(13-18).

Mubar ak gets out of a truck.

| gbo approaches him

MUBARAK
You seem upset, 1gbo. Wat's your
pr obl enf
| GBO
(irritated)
Fool ish wi fe doesn't know how to cook.
MUBARAK
n?
| GBO
She forgot to put salt on the chicken
and-and the rice was still hard.

Mubar ak | aughs.
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MUBARAK
You expect a young girl like her to
make you a five star dinner.

| GBO
| expect ny food to be cooked right.

MUBARAK
Hel p take these children to the
shooti ng ground.

INT. 1G&0 S HOUSE - DAY

Princess | ooks out the wi ndow as she wat ches |gbo renove
children fromthe truck

EXT. FIELD - DAY

I gbo with sone of the nmen take the children to the shooting
range.

| GBO
Today, you are soldiers! You have now
left your famly to becone nen! You
are no |longer children, but men of the
future

EXT. @0 S HOUSE - DAY

Pri ncess | eaves the house to head down where the children
were at.

She wat ches from af ar.
EXT. FI ELD - DAY

| GBO
| want to introduce to you your
| eader. Ceneral Mubar ak.

Mubar ak noves his nen out of the way as he wal ks t hrough.
MUBARAK
Yes! | amyour |eader, General
Mubarak! | will be guiding you to your

destiny and nold you into what you are
suppose to be!

A young boy(6) cries.

Mubar ak wal ks up to the child.
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MUBARAK
Hey! What is wong? What is your nane?

The child continues to cry.

MUBARAK
Smal |l boy, I'mtalking to you! Look at
me! Look at ne!

The boy cal ms down to | ook at Mubar ak.
Mubarak sm | es.

MUBARAK
See. That is better. Today is your
| ucky day. Do you want to be a nan?

The boy nods his head.

MUBARAK
(to the man next to hin
Bring him

The nmen bring a man out, blind-folded, scared and confused.

Mubar ak stands up, picks up a gun, hands it to the little
boy.

MUBARAK
There are responsibilities of being a
man! One is to take control of your
territory! Those who do not bel ong on
your territory will be kill ed!

Mubar ak | ooks at the boy.
MUBARAK

This man was in your territory...kill

hi m
The boy slowy raises the gun, points it at the man.
The blind fold cones off of the mans face(30's). He nakes eye
contact with the boy pointing the gun at him He gets on his
knees.

Pri ncess watches from af ar.

MAN
Pl ease do not kill ne...son
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Mubar ak sm | es.

MUBARAK
Come now. To be a man of the house,
you have to kill the one before you.

For all the pain he has caused

you. . .spanking you...yelling at
you...called you stupid and dunb...

Mubar ak wal ks over to the boy.

MUBARAK

(whi spers to the boy)
You see...this is the kind of man that

is weak. He shows | ack of
strength...he is not a good father.

The father is shaking with fear.

MAN
Pl ease M chael...l-1 beg of you...do
not shoot ne... pl ease.

MLITIA BOY 1
He needs to die. Shoot him

M LI TI A BOY 2
Yes, shoot him

The nen chant to shoot him

MAN
Pl ease, don't.

Mubarak lifts up his hand for the nen to be silent.

They are silent.

MUBARAK
(annoyed)
You are taking a long tine! I am not
going to say it again! If you don't, I--

BANG BANG

The man drops dead.

MUBARAK
(surprised)
Shit...l didn't think you would do it.
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Mubar ak takes out a cigarette, lights it up, snokes it.
He wal ks around the body to exam ne.

MUBARAK
Yes. .. he's dead.

He | ooks at M chael .

MUBARAK
You really nust have hated him

Mubar ak | aughs.
The nen cheer.

Princess a bit shoken up fromwhat she w tnessed ducks out of
t he way.

Mubar ak | ooks up in the distance as he notices Princess. He
signals Igbo to come over.

MUBARAK
Is that your girl?

| GBO
Yes. She is not suppose to be here.

Just as I gbo was about to go get her, Mibarak puts his hand
on | gbos chest to stop himfrom going.

Mubar ak signals Princess to come down fromthe hill.
She takes her tine down the hill.
| GBO
(yel I s near Muibar ak)
Hurry up!
Mubar ak | ooks at Igbo |like an idiot that he is.

Princess hurry down the hill; stands in front of the two nen.

MUBARAK
Did you see that?

Pri ncess nods her head.
MUBARAK

Good. | can show you how to do that.
Wuld you like to | earn?
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Princess remains quiet.

MUBARAK
"Il take that as a yes. This is
better than cooking bad food for this
idiot next to ne. Conme | want you to
nmeet sonebody.

He puts his arm around her.

MUBARAK

(yells)
Manba!

A boy pushes his way through the cromd to get to the front
wher e Mubarak stands.

Her eyes widen as she is surprised to see it's her brother.
Manmba stands at attention to sal ute.

EBENEZER/ MANMBA
You called, sir?

MUBARAK
(del i ght ed)
Ahh, yes! This is Manba. He is the
scout | eader. Even though |I've only
had himfor a few days, | know that he
is mature enough to carry out orders.

EBENEZER
You can count on ne, Sir!

MUBARAK
Good. Well, this is Princess. She wl|
be training with you. Build her up to
be strong.

EBENEZER
Yes, sir.

MUBARAK
k. Take her. You two take the body
and bury it. The rest of you come with
ne.

The sol diers wal k away as Ebenezer assists Princess to take
t he body.

They carry the body away.



PRI NCESS
| -1 thought you were dead? My brother--

EBENEZER
--Shh! You have to keep it down here.
| really don't want people to know

t hat .
PRI NCESS
Why ?
EBENEZER
Because, if they find out it wll
create problenms. They will think we

are plotting to escape.
She drops her side of the body.

EBENEZER
(frustrated)
Hey. .. what...pick himup!

PRI NCESS
(breat hi ng hard)
-1 can't. I'mtired.

She sits on the ground.
EBENEZER

Cone on. Let's get noving...let this
be a part of your training.

PRI NCESS
Carrying this body is ny training?
What ?

EBENEZER

No...not only this. But everything
t hat goes on here, Princess. This is
not a good pl ace. .

Princess stands up, crosses her arns.
EBENEZER
It is going to get difficult for
us...welcone to hell.

She si ghs.
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EBENEZER
Are you wlling to kill? If not...you
better have that in your head. Ready

to fight.
PRI NCESS
| al ready know how to fight.
EBENEZER
No, you have to kill. This is
survi val
PRI NCESS

| cannot kill a human. Wy...how?
Ebenezer takes a break as he tries to catch his breath.

EBENEZER
Look...l don't expect you to
understand this, but | do expect you
to do what you are told. You do what
you are told...that's it. Al of the
t hi ngs we have spoken about grow ng up
and boxing...forget it.

Princess stares at himw th di sappoi nt nent.
EBENEZER
Boxing...is no nore. Not here, not
ever. G ve up your dream..do what you
can here, because we are going to die
her e.

Ebenezer picks up the body, drags himas Princess stands by
wi th her head held | ow

EXT. US M LI TARY CAMP - DAY
US Mlitary soldiers in convoys patrol the prem se.
I NT. US M LI TARY CAMP - DAY

A soldier enters a tent, hands a folder to the commuandi ng
of ficer, BRADEN(50's)salt pepper hair.

COLONEL BRADEN
Thank you.

He opens the folder, skins through, sets it on the table.
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COLONEL BRADEN
So just got word that the north
village was hit heavily by the mlitia
- ki dnappi ngs and burned the place to
t he ground.

LI EUTENANT BRYCE
So the northeast zone has been a mmj or
priority with these guys. They have
expanded their territory naking cl ose
contact with the border.

SERGEANT FI SK
How can we put our nmen into an area
that is overtaken by them Not to
mention they are constantly recruiting
boys fromvill ages?

COLONEL BRADEN
(angry tone)
| don't know. They keep growi ng |ike
annoyi ng weeds. W take one out and
ten nore pop up.

Braden wal ks away.

SERGEANT FI SK
Can't we just send an airstrike?

LI EUTENANT BRYCE
No...that's just clunsy. Renenber,
t hey al so ki dnapped school girls.
| nnocent children. No renorse...just
wanting to recruit nore.

SERGEANT FI SK
Qur nmen fromthe border can engage
with these guys. W can easily send
convoys.

LI EUTENANT BRYCE
Ri ght, but we are going to need
assi stance fromthe surroundi ng
regions. Chad and Ni ger are our
allies. W can reach CGeneral Faison to
nmake an agreenment. Let's talk to the
Col onel about this.

EXT. MLITIA CAMP - DAY

As Mary eat, she notices her husband, BERNARD(30's) hold a
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baby, about three nonths ol d.
He puts the baby down on a table, picks up a machete.
As he raises the machete, Mary junps up

MARY

(yells)
Do not do it! Do not kill the baby!

He turns to her.

BERNARD
| amtired of this thing! I don't want
it anynore!

He again raises the machete, but she pushes him
He cracks his knuckl es.
BERNARD
You dare to touch nme? You will suffer

for that!

He back hands her as she falls to the ground. She hol ds her
face in pain.

He picks her up.
SMACK
She falls down in tears.
BERNARD
Shut up! You fool! I amdone with this

t hi ng!

He raises the machete again when a gun goes off in the
backgr ound.

Bernard's armis gone.
He rolls on the ground as he screans in pain.
Mubar ak wal ks up to Bernard.
MUBARAK
One of the rules in this canp is to
not harm babies in your care. You nade

a choice of taking the baby and now
you don't want hinf? What ki nd of man
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are you?

BERNARD
(in pain)
l-1-1"msorry, sir! Aaahh!

MUBARAK
| don't know if you can be useful to
me, now that you are a handi cap.

BERNARD
| can be useful, sir! I-1 prom se!
Aahh!

MUBARAK
No...|l don't think so. Wth one arm

you can't handle a gun...or hold a
baby. You are usel ess.

Mubar ak points the gun at Bernard, shoots hi m dead.
Mary | ooks on with disbelief.

Mubar ak pi cks up the baby; hands himover to Mary as she
cries.

MUBARAK
Watch over him His tinme will cone
soon when he will be of good use.

Mary takes the baby, wal ks back to the house as Mibarak | ooks
on.

EXT. DI RT ROAD - DAY
Mlitia group in convoys ride in the dusty road.
EXT. MARKET PLACE - DAY
Peopl e conversate anong t hensel ves.
Chi l dren pl ay.
Peopl e | augh.
EXT. OUTSI DE THE MARKET PLACE - DAY
BAKARI

So Manba. Are you ready for sone
bl ood.
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EBENEZER
Whay such a question? You know | am
ready.
BAKARI
(smrks)
k. W shall see. Get out.

The mlitia group exit their convoys, place clips in their
guns, shoot at the people.

Peopl e SCREAM i n pani c.

Civilians fall down dead, others screamas they run for
safety.

As a nother picks up her kid to run, she is shot in the back
The mlitia men continue to shoot at civilians.

One soldier walks up to a child that's in tears, ains his gun
at him pulls the trigger, but his gun is jamed.

He falls down dead as a stray bullet hits him
Mlitia men fall down dead as the civilians return fire.

A convoy of U S. soldiers arrive, soldiers get out to shoot
at the mlitia

EBENEZER
(to Bakari)

This is too nmuch! W will die!

BAKARI
No! W& nust kill them

EBENEZER
Those are US sol diers! They will Kkill
us all!

BAKAR

Shut up and kill!

The mlitia continue to fire as the civilians, US soldiers
return fire.

Ebenezer backs up as he continues to fire.

Bakari | ooks at hi m conf used.
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BAKARI
Hey! What are you doi ng?

EBENEZER
|"'mretreating...this is too much

Ebenezer rushes back to the truck as he yells to the others
to stand down.

The others cease fire as a few of them are shot dead.

EBENEZER
Let's go!

The others rush back to their trucks as Bakari is the | ast
one to retreat.

The mlitia escape in their vehicles.
| NT. TRUCK - DAY

BAKARI
(angry tone)
What is wong with you? Are you
scared? You're stupid, you know that?

EBENEZER
| amnot! You are a fool if you want
to fight all of them and die!

BAKARI
We are w nni ng!
EBENEZER
No, we were | osing! Too nmany peopl e!
BAKARI
You wait and see when the general
hears how scared you were. He will not

like it. Qur code is to never retreat.
EXT. MLITIA CAVP - N GHT
Princess enter Mary's house as the baby cries.
| NT. MARY'S HOUSE, MAI N ROOM - NI GHT

Pri ncess enters, | ooks over to the corner of the room where
Mary, in distress holds the baby.

He continues to cry.
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Mary exhausted, stares off into space.

Princess approaches, sits next to her.

MARY
| do not know what to do with him. .|
amlost...confused...| have no food to

feed nyself or this baby.

Princess reaches over, takes the baby from Mary as she
cuddl es him

The baby i nmedi ately cal ns down.

MARY
You are good. How did you do that?

Princess doesn't say a word as she focuses on the baby.

MARY
He seens to |like you. He's | ooking at
you...li ke you are his nother.

Princess | ooks at Mary with a smle as she stands up to rock
t he baby.

MARY
| saved himfrom being killed by ny
husband. He was going to cut himup
wi th a machete.

Princess continues to rock the baby.
MARY
| couldn't allow himtoo, so | tried
to stop him He turned and hit
me...tw ce.

She continues to cal mthe baby.

PRI NCESS
VWhat is his name?

MARY
H's name is Elai...it neans...He is ny
Cod.

PRI NCESS

It's a good nane.
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MARY
The general ... he saved his life...he
saved ny life too.

The front doors open, Mibarak wal ks in.
Princess | ooks over at him

Mubar ak sets the water and baby food on the table. He wal ks
over to Princess, with gentle care takes the baby out of her
arns.

MUBARAK
You see, | amnot a bad person. | care
for ny people...especially babies. |
never had a child...|l have al ways
want ed one.

He wal ks over to the couch to sit.

MUBARAK
My ex-wife and | couldn't have any. W
tried and tried, but nothing...then
she becane really sick. It was bad.

MARY
What happened to her?

MUBARAK
Hnrph. | don't need to explain anything
to you. But I wll tell you anyways.
She becane so sick that the el ders of
the village threw us out of
town...like animals, because she was
cont agi ous or-or diseased.

Mubar ak | ooks down at El ai; nakes baby sounds to get himto
smle.

Elai smles.
Mary sits down on the floor.
MUBARAK
| begged and begged if they can help
us...to help her. But they didn't
care. Don't care. They just threw us
out .

Mubar ak gl ances at Princess.
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MUBARAK
W traveled to different towns and
vil |l ages, but nobody coul d help

her...l stayed with her until she
di ed.

MARY
[-1...

MUBARAK

...So that is why | went back and
killed the people in ny village...the
el ders, doctors...everybody. Then
went over to the other village and
killed themtoo...heh!

Mubar ak | ooks at El ai .

MUBARAK
(baby tone)
Yes...|l killed all the bad peopl e.

Yes, | did...yes, | did.
Elai smles.
Mary | ooks at Princess.
MUBARAK
The only thing | have to renmenber ny
wife is this necklace she gave ne few
m nut es before she passed.

Convoy noi se in the background. Vehicle doors close as an
argunment erupts.

Mubar ak hands the baby to Mary to wal k outsi de.

EXT. MLITIA CAMP - N GHT

Ebenezer, Bakari yell at each other.

Bakari shoves Ebenezer.

Ebenezer shoves back.

Peopl e gather round to watch the fight.

Bakari punch Ebenzers face. Ebenezer gets up, throws a punch,

but m sses. Bakari counters, throws a right hook at Ebenezers
face, connects with him
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Ebenezer tackles Bakari to the ground.

He throws a barrage of punches at his face.

Mubar ak takes out his gun, shoots in the air.

The two stop fighting.

Both girls cone out of the house as the baby cries.
Mubarak puts his gun away, approaches the two boys.

MUBARAK
Because of you two...| nade the baby
cry. What is wong with you two?

BAKARI
Sir, this foolish boy told everybody
here to retreat. W were w nning.

EBENEZER
Yes | did. The civilians and the US
sol di ers were shooting back at us.
They had nore nmen than we did. We | ost
a bit.

Mubar ak smi | es.

MUBARAK
So you retreated, because the
opposition was too nmuch. Is that it?

EBENEZER
Yes, sir.

Confused, Mibarak | ooks at both of themas they catch their
br eat h.

MUBARAK
k. That is all. You are still alive.
Those who didn't run fast enough...are
dead. Good j ob.

Bakari confused.

BAKARI
VWhat ?

MUBARAK
|s there a probl en?
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BAKARI
Sir, we had back up comng to help us.
We shoul d' ve stayed and fight.

MUBARAK
Did they show up?

BAKARI
..No...they did not--

MUBARAK
--Well then, you guys can run. Ha, ha,
ha!

BAKARI
| don't get it, sir.

Mubarak gets close to Bakari, stares down at him

MUBARAK
You like to fight?

BAKARI
Yes.

MUBARAK

Then fight him You win, you take his
spot as ny right hand boy. Tonorrow
nor ni ng.

Mubar ak | ooks at Ebenezer.

MUBARAK

Did you hear ne? You fight tonorrow.
EBENEZER

Yes sir.
MUBARAK

Now | am goi ng back. Don't bother ne.
Mubar ak wal ks away.
EXT. MLITIA CAMP - DAY

Ebenezer wal ks out of his tent. Soldiers forma tunnel;
facing each other while they cheer.

Ebenezer wal ks through the tunnel as nen PUSH him SMACK him
on the back as dust cones off.
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Bakari wal ks out with sone nen, neets Ebenezer in the center
of the canmp. A crowd of people cheer in excitenent.
Bakari yells in excitenent as he hurries to neet Ebenezer.

Mubar ak wal ks out of his tent, stands in between the boys.

MUBARAK
(yel 1'i ng)
This is where boys turn into nmen! To
see who is the lion! Wio will prevai

in this animal fight?
The crowd cheers | ouder.

MUBARAK
Are you ready? Let's fight!

Wth speed Bakari throws a punch at Ebenzers face, but
m sses.

Ebenezer throws an uppercut, CONNECTS with Bakaris jaw that
drops himto the ground. He holds his jaw

Surprised, Bakari gets up, throws a left, a right hook at
Ebenezer, but manages to m ss as he dodges both punches.

Princess watch the fight fromthe crowd.

Bakari KI CKS Ebenezer in the stomach, punches himin the face
that drops himto the ground.

Wth qui ckness he nmounts Ebenezer, throws punches at him
Ebenezer covers up his face to bl ock.

Ebenezer rolls over, nounts Bakari, throws punches,
connecting himin the face.

The crowd cheer Ebenezers nane as he continues to rain down
blows to Bakaris face.

Bakari pushes Ebenezer off. Dazed and a bl oody face he gets
up.

Ebenezer runs at Bakari, delivers an uppercut to the jaw
putting himback on the ground.

Ebenezer nmounts on Bakari, deliver blows to his face as the
crowd cheers his nane.

Mubar ak stands by as he wat ches Ebenezer destroy his
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opponent .

Exhaust ed, Ebenezer finally gets up as Mubarak raises his
hand in victory. The crowd CHEER hi s nanme as Princess stands
in the cromd with a smle on her face.

Battered, Bakari lays on the floor exhausted. Mubarak | ooks
at Bakari in disgust.

MUBARAK
Look at you...a disgrace. You lost to
a child.
Eyes swol |l en shut, Bakari forces one to open.

BAKARI
Wha. .. what, sir? I-1'"msorry.

Mubar ak takes out his gun, points it at Bakari.

The crowd backs up in fear.

BAKARI
(afraid)
Sir...please...don't kill ne.

Mubarak pulls the trigger, but it doesn't go off.

MUBARAK
| will spare you...only, because you
got your ass kicked. But get ny nen
killed again...l wll kill you. As a
matter of fact.

Mubar ak wal ks over to Ebenezer.
MUBARAK
(to the crowd)
Li sten up! | have made Manba the
commander! You listen to himand him
onl y!

The crowd erupts as they cheer his nane. Bakari |ays on the
ground def eat ed.

Ebenezer wal ks away as two nmen drag Bakari away.
I NT. 1GBO S HOUSE - DAY

SUPER 1 year |l ater
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Princess vomts in the bathroom bucket.
She takes the bucket, wal ks outsi de.
EXT. 1G@0 S HOUSE - DAY
She tosses the vomt on the ground where the chickens eat.
She wal ks back i nsi de.
I NT. 130 S HOUSE - DAY
| gbo approaches Princess.
| GBO
| have told you before not to throw

your filth outside |ike that. \Wy? Wy
do you not |isten?

PRI NCESS
| did not know where to throwit--

| GBO
--don't lietone! | told you to throw
your filth over that fence. Now | have
to smell it...the chicken are eating
it...Wen | eat the chickens, | don't

want to eat your filth.
| gbo sl aps her on the face.
| GBO
Don't do that again. Next tine it wll
be different with you. Wait and see.

PRI NCESS
"' msorry.

| GBO
Shut up and go fetch sone water.

EXT. 1G&BO S HOUSE - DAY
Princess | eaves with two buckets.
At the well she sees Ebenezer sharpening his knife.

EBENEZER
What happened to you?

Frustrated, she doesn't say a word to him
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EBENEZER
| wsh | can help you, but I amin no
position--

PRI NCESS

(frustrated tone)
--yes you can! You are the right hand
man! You should go and kill himright
now You are my brother. Can't you
protect nme?

EBENEZER
Shh! You don't want people to know
that we are related. It can be bad.

PRI NCESS
What is bad, huh!? This is bad! | w sh
| was dead. | wanted to be a fighter

not a slave girl.

EBENEZER
| know that. Nobody ask for this, |
didn't ask for this either. But we
have to survive until sonething good
happens.

Frustrated, she SLAMS a bucket down and turns on the faucet.

PRI NCESS
What do you nmean sonet hi ng good? Like
what ? Li ke death

EBENEZER
W were fighting US Sol di ers when we
attacked that village. Maybe they can
hel p us.

PRI NCESS
How can the eneny hel p us? They were
shooting at you.

EBENEZER
Yes, | know, but | think they can get
us out of here.

PRI NCESS
By running away.

EBENEZER
No. W will be shot if they find us. |
can change the radi o frequency and
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receive their channels. If | can do
that, | can tell themwho | am and
where we are.

PRI NCESS
But if Mibarak finds out you did it,
he can kill you. You will be a
traitor.

EBENEZER
He will not find out, because you wll
not say anything. This is between ne
and you.

PRI NCESS

What about Mary?
She swi tches the bucket.

EBENEZER
No! Nobody. | do not want you to say
anyt hing. Just l|ike when you told num
| took her noney.

PRI NCESS
You stole from her.

EBENEZER
| know, but it was for a good cause. |
needed to buy her that chicken
accidental ly kill ed.
They both | augh at the statenent.
| NT. MUBARAK' S HOUSE - NI GHT
The baby cries as Mary tries to confort him

She sits down to rock the baby.

Mubar ak wal ks in, takes the baby. He wal ks around the main
roomw th the baby as he cal ns hi m down.

MUBARAK
You see. It just takes patience. He
will respond better if you are
patient.

MARY

Yes, sir.
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MUBARAK
Hey! Don't feel discouraged. You are
young and still 1 earning.

He gives the baby back to Mary.

The baby cries.

She sings hima song.

The baby w nds down.

MUBARAK

You see. It just takes tinme. He wll
get use to you. After all we are his
parents now. W have to raise him
right.

She wal ks away into the other room

Mubar ak wal ks over to the couch to sit. He lets out a deep
si gh.

He takes out a cigarette, lights it up to snoke.

He takes out a picture of his wife fromhis shirt pocket,
stares at it.

MUBARAK

(to hinself)
You see...| have a famly. Sonething
you couldn't give nme. But now. ..l am

marri ed, have a beautiful wife and a
beauti ful baby boy.

He | eans back on the couch to relax; takes a hit of his
cigarette.

MUBARAK
(to hinself)
What did you say? You want ne to kill
my wife? | can't do that, | |ove her.
| just nmet her. We are in |ove.

He stands up with the picture still in his hand.
MUBARAK
(to hinself)

| don't agree with you. | think you're

j eal ous, because | found sonebody t hat
needs nme and can give nme a
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famly...okay, okay, you are the boss.

He pulls out his gun, points it at the roomwhere Mary and
the baby is at. Looks back at the picture.

MUBARAK
(to hinself)
No? You say you don't want her to die
this way? Then what do you want ?
EXT. MLITIA CAMP FI ELD - DAY
Princess is out cutting the bushes.
Col I ects berries.
She turns to throw up.

She | ooks up at the sun drenched in sweat.

She falls to her knees dizzy, exhausted. She falls backwards
al nost unconsci ous | ooking at the sun.

As she slips into unconsciousness, a figure stands over her.
DREAM
EXT. MLITIA CAMP FI ELD - DAY
WOVAN
(echoed voi ce)
Princess.

Princess glances over to the figure.

WOVAN
Princess...get up.

Princess stands up to realize her clothes are clean. She
| ooks at the woman.

PRI NCESS
Manma!

El ated, she runs to her nomto hug her.
They both laugh in joy.

PRI NCESS
|"'mglad you finally canme to see ne.
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PRI NCESS' MOM
O course.

PRI NCESS
| knew you weren't dead.

PRI NCESS' MOM
Princess | have sonething to tell you
wal k with ne.
The two wal k down the field.

PRI NCESS
VWhere's Sanuel, nother?

PRI NCESS' MOM
Princess...we are dead.

Confused, Princess stops, |ooks at her nother.

PRI NCESS
What do you nmean? You're right here. |
am hol di ng your hand...|l am | ooking at

you.
Princess' nom | aughs.

PRI NCESS' MOM
| know. | amright here.

PRI NCESS
So how can you be dead?

PRI NCESS' MOM
| was killed Princess. | amin a new
pl ace.

Confused, she backs away.

PRI NCESS
You...are real.

PRI NCESS' MOV
Yes.

PRI NCESS
So...am | dead?

She | aughs.
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PRI NCESS' MOM
No, you are not.

PRI NCESS
Then how am | seeing you?

PRI NCESS' MOM
You are unconscious. | figured | cone
to you when you're out.

Princess lets out a sigh in disappointnent.

PRI NCESS
.l want to die. | don't want to be
her e.

PRI NCESS' MOoM
Princess, do not speak such a thing.
You have many nore days ahead of you.

PRI NCESS
|...can't take this anynore. Too many
killing...death and sickness. | want

to be where you are.

Princess' nother steps forward, gives Princess a kiss on the
f or ehead.

PRI NCESS' MOM
My child. | nanmed you Princess,
because you will inherit the kingdom
There are so many things for you. You
are a fighter...and as you continue to
fight, people will see that you are a
chanpion. You will be an inspiration
for many. Your story will be heard.

PRI NCESS
Not everything comes easy in life...
under st and.

PRI NCESS' MOM
Mubarak...he is the man that shot ne.
| went to sleep...no pain.
Pri ncess' nother | ooks around at the trees with smle.

Birds chirp in the background.

PRI NCESS' MOM
In the mdst of pain, there is peace.
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EXT. CLIFF - DAY

They translate to a cliff to watch the waves crash in the
ocean.

Birds fly over.
Princess | ooks at her surroundings.

PRI NCESS
VWhere are we?

PRI NCESS' MOM
This is what | use to dream about. |
have never been near the waters |ike
this inny life, but |I usually have
dreans that | am standing here...very
peacef ul
In awe, Princess directs her gaze at the waves.
PRI NCESS' MOM
Now this is areality to ne...to you
too. Let this be your reality.
BACK TO:
I NT. 1GBO S HOUSE - N GHT

Princess' eyes open, sits up, scouts around to see that her
not her is gone.

Wth his back turned, Igbo is on the couch watching the news
as he takes a drink of his beer.

She hol ds her head in pain.
She gets out of bed, falls to the ground.
| gbo turns around to | ook at her.
She struggles to stand up.
He turns to watch the tel evision.
She stunbles to the main room
| GBO

You're finally awake...should have
| eft you out there to die.



PRI NCESS
You shoul d' ve.

Irritated 1 gbo stands up.

| GBO
What did you say?

PRI NCESS
| shoul d' ve di ed.

Surprised at her comment he wal ks over to her, stands in
front of her to take a drink.

| GBO
You're right...next time I'll | eave
you.

He wal ks back to the couch.
| GBO

You need to go back out there and get
nmore of the fruits.

PRI NCESS
How? It's dark. Can't it wait until
t onor r ow?

| GBO
No. | want nmore fruit. The ones we

have now i s not enough. Go and do not
argue with ne.

PRI NCESS
But, | do not feel--
| GBO
(yells)

- - Go!
Princess wal ks out of the house.
EXT. MLITIA CAMP, FIELD - N GHT
As she is collecting the fruits, she sees Mary by a tree.
Princess wal ks toward her.

PRI NCESS
Mary.
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MARY
What are you doing here at night?

PRI NCESS
Bei ng a sl ave...what about you? You
shoul dn't be out here.

MARY
| amtaking a break. | can't really be
in there.
PRI NCESS
| know...l'msorry.
MARY
What do you think about...
PRI NCESS
... about what?
MARY

Do you think, death would be good?

Dunbf ounded, Princess sets her bucket down.

MARY
Everyday, | look forward to dying.
PRI NCESS
But...we can make it out of
here...just wait.
MARY

No...this is too nuch.

PRI NCESS
VWhat about Mubarak and El ai ? He needs
you.

MARY
(I oud tone)
No...look at ne! | amonly fifteen!
can't take care of a baby! | should be

home with nmy nother and mny brothers!
They are all dead! Why didn't | get
shot? Way am | alive?

PRI NCESS
Because, you have good things ahead of
you. Just like what ny nother told ne.
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Pri ncess

MARY
But, that is your nother, not mne.
What she says to you is for you not
ne.

PRI NCESS
Look...look at nme. My nother told ne
there is a path to get out of here.
saw her.

MARY
Princess...
PRI NCESS
No...l am serious. | saw her. She says
there is a path....l don't know what
she neans, but we can escape.
MARY
Escape? W will be shot and killed if
we escape...|l don't know what to do.
PRI NCESS
Just focus. .. okay!
(sigh)

Thi nk about the baby. He needs you.

stands up to pick up the bucket.

MARY

Princess prom se nme sonet hing.
PRI NCESS

What ?
MARY

...that you would | ook after the baby
if anything was to happen to ne.

PRI NCESS
Not hing is going--
MARY
(yells)
--just prom se ne!
PRI NCESS
... okay. ..
MARY

The baby deserves a better life than

46.
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this. I do not want Mibarak or anybody
el se taking that baby.

Mary stands up.

MARY
Thank you...ny friend.

Mary wal ks away as Princess noves along to pick fruits.
EXT. MLITIA CAMP - DAY

Ebenezer quietly sneaks into a secluded area where there's no-
one around.

He takes out his radio and transmtter.
He switches the channels and gets a scranbl ed frequency.

He | ooks to his |left over bushes and see nen tal king to each
ot her.

He focuses back on what he was doi ng.
EXT. US CAMP - DAY

A Hunvee pulls up as Lieutenant Bryce exits the vehicle. He
wal ks into the tent.

I NT. US CAMP, TENT - DAY

SERGEANT FI SK
So as the Chad arny arrives we w ||
split into four groups and take the
corners of the river.

US SCLD ER 1
Wien will that take place?

SERGEANT FI SK
(sarcastic tone)
...as soon as their general gets his
noney fromtheir governnent. Seens
i ke the governnment hol ds back on
funding the mlitary.

LI EUTENANT BRYCE
So who el se can we rely on then?

SERGEANT FI SK
Well, we have the Nigerian arny, but
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t hey have their own wolves to hunt.
Chad seens to be running on funes as
well so it's a no go.

Bryce lights up a cigarette.

SERCGEANT FI SK
Maybe we can start recruiting.

LI EUTENANT BRYCE
No...conme on man, let's think. W
don't have tine to train these guys -
three quarters of them probably don't
know a |ick of English.

SERGEANT FI SK
What do you propose, sir?

LI EUTENANT BRYCE
Don't know. A mracle. Their fearless
| eader Mubarak is probably having w ne
and a cigar, while watching his nen
t ake advant age of the hopel ess.

Bryce | ooks over at the picture of Mibarak. He wal ks over to
it, puts his cigarette out on the picture.

LI EUTENANT BRYCE
Dead or alive, it doesn't matter to
me. We are on a tine crunch so we need
to catch this piece of shit
i redi at el y.

The radi o frequencies are going of f.
RADI O VAN 1
Sir, 1I'mpicking up an unexpected
frequency...don't recognize it.

Radi o man 1 pushes buttons and turns up the vol une.

RADI O MAN 1
Can't hear nuch...just a disruption.

EBENEZER( V. O

Hel |l o. ..

RADI O MAN 1
| ' m pi cki ng sonet hi ng
up...sounds...l...l can't get

anyt hi ng.



Bryce wal ks out of the tent.
EXT. MLITIA CAMP - DAY
Frustrated, Ebenezer slans the radio on the ground.

Looks over the bushes to see the nen still having a
conversation

He gets up to wal k away.

I NT. 1GBO S HOUSE - DAY

Princess conmes out of the bathroom exhaust ed.

Looks over to see |Igbo watching boxing on the tel evision.
| gbo notice she's watching the tel evision.

| GBO
You | i ke boxing?
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She focuses on the television as she ignores the question.

| GBO
Cone...sit down and watch with ne.

PRI NCESS
| ' m okay standi ng- -

| GBO
--1 said sit.

She slowy nakes her way to the couch. She sits at the end.

He | ooks over at her.

| GBO
You can sit closer...| don't bite.

PRI NCESS
Who is fighting?

| GBO

This is Mke Tyson. Geatest fighter
in the world.

They both watch in silent.

| GBO
You know this guy...if you |l ook at his



life...he had to work to be at this
| evel .

PRI NCESS
.

| GBO
He was a drug addict and a crimnal.
Until he got his Iife together. Now
| ook at him..he is a heavywei ght
chanpi on of the world...undefeated.
Nobody can beat him

Pri ncess watches in silent.

| GBO
Look at the way he noves...he slips
i nside and gi ves them hooks. He never
throws a jab. Doesn't have tine for
t hose. He cones into the ring and
devours his opponents like a |ion.

He | ooks over at Princess.

| GBO
Can you fight like that?

Pri ncess | ooks over at him | ooks back at the tel evision.
| gbo smil es.

| GBO
You are a girl. How can you fight |ike
that? You can't fight
anyways. .. because you're small...and
weak.

He takes a drink of his beer.
He gets up to wal k towards her.
| GBO
You' re a piece of dog shit. You will
die here...with ne.
He grabs her by the hair.
| GBO

(yells)
Do you understand ne?
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PRI NCESS
Yes. .. yes.

He lets go of her, wal ks away into the other room
She continues to watch the fight.

She gets up, positions herself in a fight stance, throws hay-
makers.

| NT. MUBARAK' S HOUSE - NI GHT
Mubar ak puts on his clothes while Mary is hol ding the baby.

MARY
(to the baby)
You are such a good boy. You are
actually listening to ne.

Mubar ak takes a seat on the couch as he watches Mary speak to
t he baby.

Mary hands the baby to Mibar ak.

MUBARAK
He's a warrior.

Mary wal ks away.

MUBARAK
Mary.

She turns to him

MUBARAK
Tonmorrow norning will be the day you
prove your |loyalty to ne.

MARY
VWhat is it?

MUBARAK
Tonmorrow you and the others will make
us proud...you will nake Elai proud.

Confused | ook on her face.

MUBARAK
The nonent has cone...when bl ood will
be poured on the streets. These
infidels will feel ny power.



52.

Mubar ak stands up.

MUBARAK
Lives will be changed.

EXT. MLITIA CAMP - DAY
Convoy roll in through the canp. Men line up in formation

Mlitia nmen gather the girls, eighteen years of age, dressed
i n hooded robes.

The girls scream cry as the nen force themto |ine up.
Princess is forced into the group.

Mubarak conmes out of his house with a cigarette in his nouth.

He sm | es.
MUBARAK
Ahh, yes! My children. This is the day
that the Lord has made...| wll

rejoi ce and be gl ad.
The girls are terrified.
MUBARAK
No...Don't be terrified. You wll be
martyrs for ny wife. You should not be
af rai d.

Ebenezer, in a panic, rush through the nen to see what is
goi ng on.

He spots Princess in the group.

He goes to Mubar ak.

EBENEZER
What are you doi ng?

MUBARAK
Fulfilling their destinies to be
martyrs.

EBENEZER

Why? those two are just children...you
can't do that.
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MUBARAK
Are you really questioning nme? This
day you cannot stop it. It is the will
of ny wife.

EBENEZER
| thought you will not hurt
children...that is your code.

MUBARAK
VWll, inthis situation, | have to use
t hem

EBENEZER

Mubar ak nmoves hi m out of the way.

MUBARAK
(yells)
X...get themin the truck and let's

nove out!
The nmen gather the girls in the truck as they screamin fear.

One girl tries to escape, but is shot dead in the back by a
mlitia man.

Upset, Mibarak wal ks toward the man

MUBARAK
O, you fool. You take her spot.

Mubar ak wal ks over to the girl, takes off her vest bonb,
straps it on the man.

MUBARAK
Congratul ations. You will be the
martyr today.
Mubarak pats himon the back, gets in the truck
EXT. VILLAGE MARKET - DAY

A crowd of people wal k around the markets.

Peopl e laugh, music fill the air, people perform cerenoni al
dances.

A man on a negaphone speak Arabic.



I NT. MLITIA TRUCK - DAY

The girls are terrified, except for Mary..
Mary sits across fromPrincess with a smle.
Princess, terrified.

Mary reaches over to hold her hand.

Mary sm | es

MARY
Princess...do not worry.
PRI NCESS
-1 don't want this. My nother said it
is not ny tine...it is not your tine.
MARY

This is meant for us.

PRI NCESS
No. . . no.

Amlitia man interrupts.

M LITIA MAN 2
Hey, you two be quiet and be prepared!

EXT. VI LLAGE MARKETPLACE - DAY
Convoy arrives on a hill.
The girls are taken out of the truck by the nen.
They gather in a group as they continue to scream
MUBARAK
(yells)
Shut up!
The girls are quiet.
MUBARAK
There are sixteen of you. | expect

si xteen expl osions. Do you under st and.

He | ooks at the man with the vest bonb.
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MUBARAK
Do you under st and?
Fri ghtened, the man nods his head.

MUBARAK
| rel ease you...go.

The girls nake their way into the market place.
Both girls wal k together hol di ng hands.

MARY
Pri ncess...Princess!

Princess | ooks at Mary as tears run down her face.
MARY

This is it, Princess. W will be
together. No pain...no suffering.

PRI NCESS
Mary...l-1...don't want this to
happen! What about the baby?
MARY
Elai will understand when he grows up.
PRI NCESS
No...no. | refuse to do this.

Mary hol ds Princess, kisses her on the forehead.
Mary wal ks away into the crowd.
Princess watches her in despair, Mary stops to | ook at her.
Mary OPENS up her robe as the vest is exposed.
She takes out the detonator as people run for their lives.
Mary | ooks over, smles at Princess.
She PUSHES t he button.

FLASHBACK
EXT. MLITIA CAMP, CAMEROON - DAY

SUPER: 1 year ago.



Mary wal ks in the field with Princess as she holds Elai.

MARY
This is the only place that seenms so
peacef ul

PRI NCESS

This is where | cone...when |Igbo sends
me out of the house.

MARY
For cooki ng bad food.

Bot h laugh at the statenent.

She puts the baby down as he crawl s off.

PRI NCESS
Starting to craw already? Tinme goes
by fast.
MARY
I"'mglad | have him He keeps ne
nor mal
PRI NCESS

Do you m ss your famly?

MARY
Al the tine. | think about them al
the tine...the

| aughs. . .j oki ng...ganes. ..
PRI NCESS
"' m sorry.
MARY
| wanted to be a professional soccer
pl ayer one of these days...| always

had good feet...scoring goals.

PRI NCESS

Oh really! How good were you?
MARY

Real |y good. They called nme the

magi ci an.

Princess | aughs.



MARY
What did you want to be?
PRI NCESS
(sigh)

| wanted to be a boxing chanpion.

MARY
Boxing...that is different.

PRI NCESS
Yes. My brother was the best in our
village. He has never lost a fight. |
al ways | ooked up to him | always
wanted to be |ike him

MARY
But you are just a girl. | don't think
people will take you seriously.

PRI NCESS
One of these days. | will be a
chanmpion. | wll show the world that |

am t he best.

Mary gets into a fight stance. She shadow boxes.

Princess | aughs.

PRI NCESS
No, you're doing it wong. Your |eft
| eg should be forward. You need to
cover your face.

Princess puts her hands up.

MARY
Now how do | punch sonebody?

PRI NCESS
It should be like this.

Mary | ooks around to notice Elai is gone.

MARY
Hey. .. where's the baby?
PRI NCESS
| don't know...
(yells)

Elai! Elail
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MARY
(pani cki ng)
Elai! Elai!

The girls ook around for Elai. Wile searching they hear him
cry in the distance.

In a panic, they rush to the sound of his cry.
They find him
Mary picks himup

MARY
| have you...|l have you, my son

PRI NCESS
He's okay, Mary.

Mary snuggl es him

Princess stares off into the distance, sees the beauty of the
| and.

Mary cal ms El ai down.

MARY
What are you | ooking at?
PRI NCESS
This is beautiful. |I can look at this

f orever.

PRI NCESS( CONT. D)
Wiy can't we just be at peace?

MARY
| do not know. When we get out...we
will live our dreans. A one-handed

soccer player and a boxi ng chanpi on.
Princess | ooks at Mary with a smle.

PRI NCESS
W will be friends forever.

They both | ook out at the field.
The shock wave of an EXPLOSI ON knocks over the girls.

Pri ncess covers her face as she screans.
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BACK TO
EXT. MARKET PLACE - DAY
Peopl e scream as they run fromthe expl osion
PRI NCESS
(yells)
Mary! Mary!

More expl osions go off as people continue to run for their
lives.

People fly through the air fromthe expl osions.
Mlitia men shoot at the civilians.

Princess closes her eyes, nmunbles to herself in fear.
She PUSHES the button, but the bonb doesn't go off.
Confused she gets up to run

The suici de bonbers continue to blow thensel ves up as peopl e
run for safety.

The mlitia men shoot at civilians.
Peopl e di e.
Princess runs away as one of the mlitia nmen grab her.

She screanms as he puts her over his shoul der, walks to
Mubar ak.

He puts her down.
MUBARAK
(el at ed)

You are the mracle child. You

shoul d' ve died, but a higher power is

wat chi ng over you.
Ebenezer takes Princess into the truck.
He grabs his gun, goes to the marketplace, shoots civilians.

Mubar ak orders his nmen to get back into the truck

The men junp back into their vehicles to head out.
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Ebenezer gets into the back of the truck with Princess.

EBENEZER
Princess...are you--
PRI NCESS
(yel l'ing)
--Leave ne al one! You are crazy, don't
| ook at ne!
EBENEZER
| have to do this! | have to--
PRI NCESS
(yel l'i ng)

--No, you do not! How can you Ki l
t hese i nnocent peopl e? How can you!

EBENEZER
Because, | have to! G herwise | wll
die! | do not want to do this, but I

have to do it for survival
Princess breaks down in tears.
Ebenezer | ooks on with sadness.
EXT. MARKETPLACE - DAY
Bill ows of dark snoke rise to the skies.
Lifel ess bodies lie everywhere on the streets.
Peopl e screamin pain, calling for help.

A child(3), sits on the ground, try to wake her nother up as
she lays lifeless on the ground.

EXT. MLITIA CAVWP - DAY

A convoy arrives on sight.

Mlitia men get out of their vehicles.

Ebenezer gets out of the truck as well with Princess.
She wal ks away in tears.

Ebenezer yells out for her, but she runs into the woods.

She cries hysterically.
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EXT. MLITIA CAMP - N GHT
Princess opens her eyes; gazes around.

She sits up, hears the sound of nen celebrate as nusic
bl ar es.

She stands up, sees in the distance the nmen in a happy nood.
She wal ks over to where the celebration is going on.

Mubarak sits in the corner as he snmles with an al cohol
beverage in hand.

Mubar ak gets up, blows a horn to get their attention

MUBARAK
Toni ght...we cel ebrate those that have
gone before us. They have sacrificed
their lives to give us victory.

The nen cheer, bang on druns as guns go off.

MUBARAK
If it wasn't for them..we wouldn't be
here. They are now at peace...and
forever we will hold themin our
hearts.

Princess glares at Mibarak.

MUBARAK
But for now...for the martyrs...they
will want us to celebrate.

The nmen cheer as nusic blares throughout the area.

MUBARAK

(yell)
Let us cel ebrate!

Mubar ak wal ks over to Princess as she gives hima disgust
| ook.

MUBARAK
You have sonet hing special. You need
to seek what it is...who knows...mybe
you can be ny next wfe.

He takes a drink of his alcohol as he sulks in the
exci tenent.
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MUBARAK
| am sorry about your friend. It was
her destiny. She served nme well.

PRI NCESS
She has a baby. How can you kill her?

EXT. MLITIA CAMP - N GHT

Ebenezer wal ks away fromthe party to distance hinmself from
t he area.

He | ooks back to see if he's being foll owed.

Bakari notices that Ebenezer wal ks away. He foll ows Ebenezer
froma good di stance.

Ebenezer takes out his radi o, changes the channel.

EBENEZER
(whi sper)
Hel l o...is anybody there?

The frequency has m xed signals.
EBENEZER

(whi sper)
| s anybody there? Can you hear nme?

The signal is static.

EBENEZER
(to hinself)
Damm it. Wiy can't | get thenf

OPERATOR( V. O
VWho is this?

Ebenezer excited, wal ks further away fromthe canp.

EBENEZER
| need hel p...can you save us?

OPERATOR( V. Q)
| dentify yourself.

EBENEZER
My nanme is Ebenezer. | amw th a group
of mlitia nmen. Very bad nen.
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OPERATOR( V. Q)
How did you get this channel ?
EBENEZER
| just need your help. Qur canp is by
the northern river. Hurry up and get
her e.
The radi o receives m x signals.
Ebenezer is frustrated.
EBENEZER
(whi speri ng)
Hel | o.. . hello.
He throws the radio on the floor, lets out a big sigh.
He picks it back up, wal ks away.
Bakari watches from a di stance.
EXT. 1GBO S HOUSE - DAY
Princess wakes up, wal ks to the bathroomto vomt.
She appears to be very tired.

| gbo, sits on the couch turns to her.

| GBO
| don't |ike my breakfast being |ate.

Princess wal ks to the door, opens it to see nen run up the
hill.

She steps outside to see what's going on.

EXT. MLITIA CAVWP - DAY

She continues to see nen run to the mddle of the canp.
Curious, she follows the nen wth a |light jog.

She notices the crowds excitenment, but can not see what they
are excited about.

She wal ks through the crowd of nmen to see what is going on.

As she gets through, two mlitia nen hold each of Ebenezer's
arm as Bakari punch himin the face.
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Ebenezer battered, he spits blood at Bakari.

Bakari wi pes the spit off; punches Ebenezer in the face again
as the men cheer in excitement.

Princess yells for Bakari to stop through the crowd.
He ignores her, PUNCHES himin the face again.

Mubar ak steps in, noves Bakari aside.

MUBARAK
Princess...it is nice of you to join
us.

PRI NCESS

This is not a fair fight! Let himgo
and fight himfair.

Mubar ak | aughs.

MUBARAK

Traitors do not deserve a fair fight.
PRI NCESS

Traitor?
MUBARAK

Yes...your brother is a traitor.
Princess falls to her knees as sickness kicks in.
MUBARAK
Oh. You didn't think | would find out?
O course | know you two are rel ated.
It's very obvious.

Sweat pours from her face as she | ock eyes with her brother.

EBENEZER
| didn't tell him anything.

MUBARAK
No, no, no you didn't have to.
What...you think that all | do is just

go around killing people. | study
people...their enotions...actions--

PRI NCESS
--What do you want ?



Mubar ak stares at Princess.

MUBARAK
...You didn't let me finish. Nowif
you were talking and | interrupted

you, would you like that? Wuld you?
Pri ncess shakes her head.

MUBARAK
Ckay...so don't do that.

He takes out a cigarette, lights it to take a hit.

MUBARAK
Man this is good. What was | sayi ng?
Ah, never mnd...| forgot.

He pulls out his gun.
Princess takes a few step back.
EBENEZER

Pl ease. .. pl ease do not kill
nme. .. pl ease.

MUBARAK
This is pathetic. Look at you...crying
and begging for your life. | trusted

you. Manba...that was you.
Ebenezer hangs his head in shane.
He cries.

MUBARAK
Bakari. Come here.

He wal ks over to Mubarak as he hands himthe gun.

MUBARAK
Shoot hi m

Bakari turns to pull the trigger.
The gun doesn't go off.

PRI NCESS
It's a mracle.
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MUBARAK
Huh! Ch...no no no, | forgot to | oad
it.

Mubar ak takes the gun back, puts the clip in the gun, | oads
it, hands it back to Bakari.

Bakari points the gun at Ebenezer.

MUBARAK
Stop! Don't shoot!

Bakari gives hima | ook of confusion.

MUBARAK
G ve ne the gun.

Bakari hands himthe gun.
MUBARAK
| have someone in mnd who can do
this.

He briskly wal ks to Princess.

MUBARAK
You...will finish him
PRI NCESS
(yel l'i ng)
No, no, no! | will not do it! No

will not do it!

MUBARAK

(yell'ing)
You will do it! Do you understand ne!

You wi |l prove your loyalty to ne!
Take the gun and shoot himn

PRI NCESS
No...l can't kill ny brother.

MUBARAK
You will and you will do it now

Wth force he grabs her by the hand; places the gun in her
grip.

Wth gut wenching pain, she drops the gun.



MUBARAK
Pick it up...point it at him

He helps to lift her arm up.

MUBARAK
Pul | the trigger.

EBENZER
Princess...it's okay. You will be
saf e.

MUBARAK

You are taking too long...pull the
trigger!

PRI NCESS
| can't...l can't.

EBENEZER
Princess it's--

Bakari PUNCHES himin the face.

He t akes

Pri ncess

BAKARI
Shut up you traitor! Sir, | want to
Kill him

MUBARAK

No! She needs to do it. Maybe this
wi |l help.

out his knife, walks up to Princess.

MUBARAK
You see this blade? This will go into
your stomach killing you and your

baby. Wuld you |ike that?
shakes her head in disgust.

MUBARAK
Good. We have an under st andi ng.

He puts the tip of the blade to her stomach.

MUBARAK
| wll count down to one. If | do not
see a hole in his head, you and your
unborn child will neet your famly in
the afterlife.
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| gbo wal ks out of the house as he sees what is going on.

Pri ncess

| GBO
Sir, why do you have a knife to her
st omach?

MUBARAK
Ten. ..

PRI NCESS
Please...|l can't kill...

MUBARAK
...Nine...

EBENEZER
It's okay...just do it. You wll be
fine...

MUBARAK
...Eght...

| GBO

Princess, you shoot himnow | do not
want ny baby to die!

MUBARAK
...Seven...Six...Five...

stands in silent as tears well up in her eyes.

MUBARAK
... Four...

EBENEZER
Hey, renmenber...renenber what | have
taught you...always shift and slide
the jab, then hook...

PRI NCESS
No...l can't.

MUBARAK
... Three...

PRI NCESS
| don't know howto win...l can't w n.

EBENEZER
Yes...you can...show the world who you
are. Make your greatest enem es fear

68.



you.

MUBARAK
... Two. ..

PRI NCESS
| love you brother..

EBENEZER
| love you, sissy...

Princess pulls the trigger.
Ebenezer drops dead.

The nmen tal k anong t hensel ves.
Bakari LAUGHS hysterically.

Princess stands in front of the body shocked.
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Mubar ak nmoves his knife away from Princess with a smrk on

his face.

Princess, then turns the gun towards Bakari, SHOOTS himin

the head - killing him

The nen becone silent with shock at what just happened.

Sur prised, Mibarak | ooks at Princess.
MUBARAK
Ha! | knew you had it in you! | told
you!
Princess turns the gun to Mibar ak.

The nen take out their guns, point it at Princess.

MUBARAK
Go ahead...pull the trigger.

She pulls the trigger with no ammo in the chanber.

Mubar ak wal ks up to her, takes the gun away.

MUBARAK
Ha ha! You see...again...l am not
stupid. | figure things out here.

Knowi ng that you woul d shoot your
brother and turn on ne. | had to take
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a ganble after you killed him..shoot
Bakari or ne.

PRI NCESS
(yelling)
Nooo! You shit! | kill you!

Two men hol d her back from attacki ng Mubar ak

MUBARAK
| know how upset you would be with
Bakari for wanting to kill vyour
brot her and beating himup that you
would kill himfirst...It's all comon
sense and a well thought out plan.

Mubarak signals the nen to | et her go.

MUBARAK
Now. . . because of your behavior this is
what you will do. You will bury your
brot her and Bakari down the fields.
Sone of ny nen will go with you so you
do not escape. When you are done you
will be put in a hole for a
while...until you can co-operate then
we will et you out.

Princess is silent.

MUBARAK
Oh...nmy nen wll not help you carry
t he bodies. You have to do it
your sel f. Good- bye.

EXT. MLITIA CAMP - N GHT

The two nmen that watched over Princess, escort her to the
hol e; an under ground hol ding cell.

MUBARAK
You'll be in here for awhile.

She goes down the |adder into the hole. The nen cl ose the
cell doors.

She | ooks up at Mubarak; the nobon creates a silhoutte.

MUBARAK
| wi sh you can understand where | am
coming from |I'mactually a nice guy



once you get to know ne.
He wal ks away as Princess shivers in the cold cell.
EXT. MLITIA CAVP - DAY
Princess vomts.
She stands up to gasp for air.

PRI NCESS
Hel p. .. sonebody. .. pl ease, hel p ne!

She lays on the floor exhausted.

PRI NCESS
Sonebody. .. hel p ne, please!

One of the nen arrive to see her on the fl oor.
He calls over another man to assist him
Pri ncess burst into tears.
PRI NCESS
| need your help...please...the baby
is com ng.
MLITIA MAN 2
(tomlitia man 3)
Open t he door.
Mlitia man 3 opens the door.
MLITIA MAN 2
VWhat is your problen? Wiy are you
acting like this?

PRI NCESS
The baby is comng...Il-1 need hel p.

One of the nmen run to find Mibarak
Mubarak returns with Igbo and a physi ci an.

MUBARAK
Ok bring her out.

The nmen bring her out of the hole.

They lay her on a mat.
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PHYSI CI AN 2
Ok so we need water...can you rel ax
and breat he.

Princess nods her head.
Her breathi ng sl ows down.
PHYSI Cl AN 2
| am going to need sone towels or
anyt hi ng. .. qui ckly.
Sonme of the nmen fetch for towels.
PHYSI Cl AN 2
So this is going to be quick. Wen
tell you to push...you push.

Pri ncess nods her head.

PHYSI Cl AN 2
Ckay. ..one, two, three push.

Pri ncess pushes.

PHYSI Cl AN 2
| want you to push again...one, two,
t hree push.
She pushes agai n.
| GBO

Thi s baby is stubborn.

Physi ci an gl ances at | gbo.

PHYSI Cl AN 2
How | ong has she been in here?
| GBO
Few days.
PHYSI Cl AN 2
A few days? What the hell is wong
with you?
| GBO

Wat ch your nouth and deliver the baby.

PHYSI Cl AN 2
Ok, let us get this baby out...one,
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two, three push.
The baby conmes out with a push.
The baby shows no sign of life.
The nmen cone back with rags, cloths and towels.
| GBO
The baby is suppose to be crying...why

is he not crying?

PHYSI CI AN
Just wait and shut up!

Pri ncess breaks down into tears.

The baby is lifeless as the physician smacks the baby on the
bottom

I NT. 130 S HOUSE - DAY

Princess lie in bed.

| gbo wal ks into the room sits on the bed in a cal m manner.
He lets out a deep sigh.

| GBO
It is a shane...a big shane.

He makes eye contact with her.
He then | ooks away from Princess in disgust.
| GBO
Even during birth you can't seemto

get it right. You killed ny
son...killed a baby...and for that |

hate you. | wish you will die...and go
to hell where the rest of your famly
are at.

He gets up, takes a knife out of his sheath, places it on the
bed.

| GBO
Do what's best for everyone and kil
your sel f.

She sits up, looks at the knife and takes it.
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Thoughts run through her m nd about conmmtting suicide.
She places the knife on her wist as the voices get intense.

She decides not to follow through, throws the knife across
t he room

She yells, breaks down in tears.
EXT. MUBARAK' S HOUSE - DAY
Mubar ak hol ds El ai .

Soneone knocks on the door.

MUBARAK
Ent er.

Mlitia man 1 wal ks in.

MLITIA MAN 1
Sir...you have to cone and see this.

MUBARAK
VWhat is it?

MLITIA MAN 1
We have a probl em

EXT. MUBARAK' S HOUSE - DAY
There are boys, nmen and girls |ined up.

MUBARAK
What is this? Wiat do you want ?

MAN 1
We cannot be here anynore...we have
run out of food.

GRL 1
| amtired of this violence. | do not
want to raise ny child in this
envi ronnent .

BOY 1
We are running out of ammop too. How
can | defend nyself and ot hers?

The peopl e express their concerns at the sane tine.
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MUBARAK
Hey. .. hey, shut up! | said--
He takes out his gun, shoots man 1 in the arm

He falls to the ground as he screans in pain.

MUBARAK
(yells)
Wo are you to tell nme what to do?
don't care about your concerns! | take

care of you just fine! If you don't
like it then get the hell out of here!

The sound of an aircraft is heard in the distance.

MUBARAK
VWhat is that sound?

MLITIA MAN 1
| don't know. It sounds |like an
ai r pl ane.

The people stop to hear the airplane as it gets cl oser.

MUBARAK
Damm it!

A mlitia man grabs a rocket |auncher, shoots at the plane,
msses it as it pass over.

MUBARAK
You idiot!
He shoots the mlitia man in the chest, killing him
MUBARAK
This is all Ebenezer's fault...he did
this.

(to his nen)
You guys get to your posts and be
prepared for an attack!
The nen scatter to their posts.
A few nen take Man 1 away to be treated.

| gbo conmes out of his house.

| GBO
What is going on?
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The eneny...they have found us.
| GBO

What . . . how?

Frustrated, Mibarak clinmbs up the watch tower | adder
t he bi nocul ars.

He searches the perineters to no avail.

MUBARAK
' m not seeing anything.

| GBO
Are you okay? You are just shooting

people left and right. You cannot Kil
your own- -

MUBARAK

(yells)
--Shut up and | eave nme! Go back to

your wi fe!
| GBO
(yells)
She is dead to ne! | do not want her!
Mubar ak cl i nmbs down.

MUBARAK
Keep your eyes open. They are com ng.

EXT. MLITIA CAVP - N GHT

Princess collects sticks.

She | ooks up, sees a figure in the distance.

She wal ks cl oser to the inmage.

She notices the figure is soneone she knows.

As she wal ks cl oser the figure di sappears.

Confused, she backs away to resune picking up sticks.
| gbo approaches her.

| GBO
| see you didn't go along with killing
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your sel f.
Pri ncess |l ooks at himwith intent.

| GBO
The boss wants to see you.

She wal ks to the tent where Mubarak sits.

MUBARAK
You're brother did this. He has ne
messed up. Now |I'm paranoi d...shooting
my own nen and shit.

Princess is silent.
MUBARAK
| called you here, because there is
going to be a war. Whatever mlitary
is out there comng at us, we wll
fight.
MUBARAK( CONT. D)
What | am asking of you is to put our
differences aside...and fight for a
good cause. W can then nove
forward. .. deal ?
He extends his hand out for a handshake.
She | ooks at his hand, hesitates to shake.

MUBARAK
We have a deal

She wal ks away.
EXT. MLITIA CAMP - DAY
As the nmen eat, they chat anong thensel ves.

| gbo wal ks up to a chicken, grabs it, takes it to a chopping
bl ock.

Princess col |l ect eggs.
Mubar ak snpokes a cigarette

He heads over to the watch tower.
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MUBARAK
(yells to the guard)
Anyt hi ng yet?

WATCHTOVWER GUARD
No. .. not yet!

He wal ks over to where the nen eat.
MUBARAK
(to the nen)
When you are done eating, get ready.

The nmen acknow edge his demands.

He wal ks over to where Igbo is working.

MUBARAK
What are you doi ng? That is not how
you kill a chicken

The watch tower guard falls fromthe tower dead.
Concer ned, Mubarak wal ks over to where the guard fell.
Sonme of the nmen that are eating are shot dead by a sni per

Mubar ak pani cs.

MUBARAK
(yells)
They are here! G ab your weapons and

fight!

The nmen scatter, grab their weapons. They scan the area and
see nobody.

MLITIA MAN 1
Were are they?

Mlitia man 1 is shot dead. The rest of the nen scatter to
find the shooter.

Sone of the men are shot dead.

MUBARAK
These are snipers!

Hel i copters fly over the canp.

Convoys pull up to the canp as soldiers get out of the truck
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and fire.

The mlitia men return fire.

Afraid, Princess runs to her house to watch fromthe w ndow.
I NT. 1GBO S HOUSE - DAY

She slunps down in a closet, breaks down in tears.

EXT. MLITIA CAMP - DAY

The battle continues as mlitia nmen shoot at the troops.

Mlitia trucks pull up, nore nen junp out to attack the
t roops.

I NT. 1G&B0 S HOUSE - DAY
| gbo rushes in, goes to the closet, grabs an AK-47.
He | ooks at Princess.

| GBO

(yells)
Wiy are you sitting there? Get up and

fight...now
He runs outsi de.
EXT. 1G0 S HOUSE - DAY
He shoots a few sol diers dead.
He runs, hides behind a tree. He shoots at the sol diers.
Mubar ak hi des behind a tree, turns to shoot at the soldiers.
More troops arrive to conbat the mlitia
I NT. 1G&B0 S HOUSE - DAY
Princess gets up, runs out of the door.
EXT. MLITIA S - DAY
She ducks and cover behind a tree.
Both forces are engaged in heavy conbat.

Pri ncess darts over to Miubarak's house.
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| NT. MUBARAK' S HOUSE - DAY
She sprints into the bedroom spots Elai in bed asleep.

She grabs him waps himup in a bl anket, heads out of the
house.

EXT. MLITIA CAMP - DAY

As the battle continues, Princess heads over to a tree to
hi de.

She noves away fromthe tree, sprints as Mibarak spots her
MUBARAK
(yells)
Hey! Conme back here with ny baby!

He | ooks at one of the nen, signals for himto go after
Princess.

He takes off after her as bullets pass him
Unabl e to think she | ooks for a way to escape.
She pursues another tree to hide as Elai cries.

PRI NCESS
It's okay...shh!

She gl ances over to spot a famliar figure at a distance.
PRI NCESS
(to hersel f)
Wio is that? | have seen her before.
She runs towards the famliar figure.
PRI NCESS
(startl ed)
M Mary...Mary, it's you.
The ghost of Mary points down a path for Princess to escape.
She reluctantly | ooks down the path.

Looks back at Mary, but she is no | onger present.

Puzzl ed about what she just saw, she rushes down the pat hway
as a gunshot goes off behind her.
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She falls to the ground, drops Elai as he cries.
She | ooks back to see a mlitia man pointing a gun at her.

MLITIA MAN 1
Where are you running to? Hm®

In a panic, she locks eyes with himas he intends to pull the
trigger.

MLITIA MAN 1
You will stay to fight and die with
us. That is the--
A stray bullet hits him He falls down dead.

Surprised, she grabs the gun, picks up Elai and runs.

The US troops continue to arrive at the canp to conbat the
mlitia.

Mubar ak drops his gun, gets on his knees to surrender.

| gbo i npose on Mubarak i nfuriated.

| GBO
What are you doi ng? Get up and fight
wi th us!

MUBARAK

It is no good. Qur nen are getting
killed. The resistance is too nuch.

A bullet hits Igbo in the ear, which drops himto the ground
as he screans in pain.

He wal | ows on the ground as bl ood runs down his face.
As the troops approach Mibarak, he picks up a pistol.
US TROOP 1
(yells)

Put the gun down, now Put it down!

Mubarak in a cal m manner points the gun to Igbo as the nen
yell at himto drop the weapon.

Bang.

| gbo i s dead.
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MUBARAK
He is usel ess. He wouldn't have heard
you if you asked him questions.

He drops the gun, places his hands behind his head.
Col onel Braden wal ks up to Mibar ak.
COLONEL BRADEN

How can an ugly shit bag |ike you
create so nuch hell?

Amused, Mubarak breaks out in |aughter.

COLONEL BRADEN
Pi ck hi mup.

The nmen stand hi m up.

MUBARAK
Congratul ations, ny friend. You have
finally caught ne. After all these
years | was right underneath your
nose.

He | aughs.
Col onel Braden hits himon the face with a punch.
He drops to the floor and | aughs.
COLONEL BRADEN
(annoyed)

Get his ass up and take himto the

truck.
The men pick himup to escort himto the truck

I NT. HOUSE OF A CIVILIAN - DAY

Tel evision is on as the news is broadcasting the capture of
General Mubar ak.

EXT. MEAT MARKET SHOP - DAY

The news continue to broadcast the capture of Mibarak and a
few of his nen.

Peopl e are gathered on the streets celebrating - car horns
are honki ng.
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CUT TO
EXT. FIELD - DAY
Her eyes open up to see US troops surround her.
She sits up with Elai in her arns.

US SOLDI ER 2
We are not here to hurt you.

US soldier 2 calls over the radio.

US SOLDI ER 2
(to the radio)
We found a survivor here with a
child...we will bring her back.
(to Princess)
You are safe...we would like to watch
over you and the child.

Princess unable to think stnads up.
US SCLDI ER 2
We have food and shelter for
you...conme W th us.
She breaks down crying in distraught.
Falls to her knees as she gives Elai to one of the soldiers.
She continues to weep.
US SCLDI ER 3
So much trauma in her life. She needs

hel p, sir.

US Soldier 2 walks up to her, puts his hand on her back to
confort her.

I NT. US M LI TARY TRUCK - DAY

Pri ncess stares out the wi ndow as the truck noves down the
r oad.

Wrkers are in the field tending ani mals.
Kids play in the pond.

She cracks a quick smle as tears well up.
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EXT. US M LI TARY CAWP - DAY
The trucks conme to a stop.
The nmen get out of their vehicles.

Princess gets out of the vehicle as soldiers escort her to
the tent.

I NT. US M LI TARY CAMP - DAY
Princess wal ks into a nedical canp with soldiers.

She | ooks around to see that there are other children and
adults that are being treated for their wounds.

An exam ner approaches her and takes her by the hand.

EXAM NER
| want you to have a seat here. You
will be exam ned.

She sits on a gurney as she waits to be treated.

She watch as patients lay on their bed, physicians exam ne
chi | dren.

A physician arrives to exanm ne Princess.

PHYSI CI AN 3
Hello. My nane is Dr. Anderson and
"1l be exam ning your health...making
sure you're okay.

PRI NCESS
. kay.

DR ANDERSON
What is your nane?

PRI NCESS
... My nane. ..

DR. ANDERSON
. Yes.

PRI NCESS
My nane...is Princess.

DR. ANDERSON
That's a nice nane.
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Dr. Anderson puts a stethoscope on to check her heart.

Princess continues to | ook around the room figuring out where
she is.

PRI NCESS
These people...who are they?

Dr. Anderson takes off the stethoscope.

DR. ANDERSON
They are survivors of the terror
attacks in their village.

PRI NCESS
Survi vors?

DR ANDRSON
Yes...but, hopefully there should be
no nore fighting. They have caught the
terrorist, Muibarak.

Caught off guard she | ooks at the physician.

PRI NCESS
He is alive?

DR. ANDERSON
Yes. .. They caught him yesterday.
There was a battle that went on in
their canp. Everybody in the group
di ed...except for himand two ot hers.

PRI NCESS
How? He is suppose to be dead... he
needs to die.

DR. ANDERSON
He will get what he deserves. What is
amazi ng, though is that sonebody in
his group called our base. W tracked
down the signals with out satellites
and found their hiding spot. W' ve
been | ooking for himfor many years.
He has nurdered thousands.

Princess smles as tears well up

PRI NCESS
It...it was ny brother.
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DR. ANDERSON
VWho?

PRI NCESS
It was ny brother. He knew that |
woul d be safe if you guys cane.

DR ANDERSON
(confused)
Oh...l"msorry for your |ost.

Princess weeps bitterly.

DR. ANDERSON
| amsorry. Health wise you are fine.
| will |leave you. Rest here and if you
need anything just |let us know W
w Il do nore check ups.

DREAM
| NT. HOLDI NG CELL - NI GHT
Mubarak sits on the floor singing.
I n the background a door opens and cl oses.
The sound of FOOTSTEPS get cl oser.

He stands up and wal ks to the cell bars. He | ooks over and
sees a sol dier.

SOLDI ER 1
You have a visitor. She was in your

canp.
Pri ncess wal ks over to Muibar ak.
Sinister smle overtakes his face.

MUBARAK
You m ss nme already?

Princess doesn't say a word.

MUBARAK
Li ke al ways...stone face...you | ook
i ke a nonkey who refuses to listen to
their master.



PRI NCESS
You made ne kill ny brother.

MUBARAK
Oh, Ha ha! That wasn't me, no no no!

He sits on the bed.

MUBARAK
That was you. The gun was in your
hand, you pull the trigger and bang
(he cl aps his hand)

That is it.

PRI NCESS
You take no fault for what you speak
of .

MUBARAK

Everyt hing that has been goi ng on was
done by the hands of nen that |istened
to ne.

PRI NCESS
VWhat about chil dren?

MUBARAK
.1 didn"t nmean for any of the kids
to get hurt...you know...sonetines if
you want sonething to be acconplished,
the innocent nust suffer...and | am
sorry.

Not saying a word, Princess stares at himw th hatred.

MUBARAK
It's a war...people are going to die.
| have acconplished what ny father
t hought | couldn't do...gain respect.

US SOLD ER 1
You have two m nut es.

MUBARAK
Gai ni ng respect neans you have
control. My father expected nothing of
me...just that | was an accident. |
couldn't becone a lawer...or a police
man. ..or a doctor.

Pri ncess continues to stare with hatred.
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MUBARAK
But...there is one thing he thought
"1l be good at...being in the
mlitary. Because, | took his physical
abuse and yelling and puni shnents. ..
would fit right in. Guess what | did.
| became the general of the people. |

am known around the world. | make nore
noney than | awyers and doctors. Shit,
they even work for ne. | owned hal f of

t he northwest regions. Everybody
respected ne.

PRI NCESS
Peopl e pretended to respect you...they
hat ed you.

US SCLDI ER 1
One m nute

MUBARAK
No...they |l ove ne. They hated the
governnent. | did things to help
people. |If they despise ne, then they
don't need to be around. | take over
their land and recruit nore fighters.
Easy.

PRI NCESS

There is one thing I know you're
father was right about...you are a
wast e.

Triggered, he gets up, walks toward the front of the cell.
He laughs in a sinister way.

MUBARAK
Look...you. | admre you're bravery.
You are strong. that is why | enjoyed
bei ng around you...ha ha, you shot and
killed Bakari and you didn't even
care. | love it. I wish | had your
strength, your courage.

PRI NCESS
You deserve deat h.

MUBARAK
Not unless you die first.
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He pulls out a gun, shoots Princess.

END OF DREAM
| NT. M LI TARY CAMP, MEDI CAL TENT - N GHT
Princess WAKES up in a cold sweat as she catches her breath.
She | ooks around as peopl e are sound asl eep.

Her hands shake with fear as she gets up. She | ooks outside
t he wi ndow.

| NT. MEDI CAL CAWVP - DAY

The physician nmakes his way to Princess' bed, but she is not
t here.

He | ooks around the area to see her by the w ndow.
He heads over to her |ocation.

Pri ncess stands at the w ndow fascinated with an i ndi vi dual
PUNCH a heavy bag.

DR ANDERSON
What are you | ooking at?

PRI NCESS
That woman. .. how she hits the bag.

DR. ANDERSON
Who? Ch yes. That's Rachel | e Brock.
They call her 'The Assassin'. She is
currently undef eat ed.

PRI NCESS
Ww...can | neet her?

DR.  ANDERSON
Yes. Let nme get you set up.

EXT. US M LI TARY CAMP - BOXI NG GYM - DAY

Princess and the Physician approaches Rachelle (30's),
athletic build, as she continues to hit the heavy bag.

She stops what she does, gives her attention to Princess.

DR ANDERSON
Ms. Brock, sorry for interrupting your
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training. This girl thinks you're

awesorne.

RACHELLE
Well...do we have a future fighter
her e?

DR. ANDERSON
Not anytinme soon. Probably, not ever.
According to your eyesight the left
eye is partially blind. I amsorry to
informyou the bad news.

RACHELLE
Oh...well, that's too bad. You | ook
like a fighter.
PRI NCESS
My nane is Princess.
RACHELLE
Oh that's cute.
PRI NCESS
And yes one day | will be a fighter. A
chanpi on.
Rachel | e | aughs.
RACHELLE
Wel |, according to the doctor | don't

know if you're able to go that route.
Have you ever been in a fight before?

Wt hout saying a word, Princess wal ks up to the heavy bag,
gets in her fight stance.

She HI TS t he bag.
She shuffles her feet and slips JABS, HOOKS and UPPERCUTS.

| npressed, Rachelle holds the bag for her as she continues to
hit.

Princess stops to catch her breath.
RACHELLE
| amvery inpressed. It |ooks |ike
you' ve hit a few faces.

Pri ncess cracks a smle.
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DR. ANDERSON
Wel |, she needs to rest sone nore. You
are dehydrated and need sl eep. Thank
you Rachell e and good luck this
weekend to defend your title.

PRI NCESS
Good- bye.

As they both wal k away, Rachelle returns to hit the bag.
I NT. US M LI TARY CAMP, MEDI CAL TENT - NI GHT

Princess wakes up, wal ks over to the window to see Rachelle
j unp rope.

She wal ks to the entrance of the tent, but is net by a guard.

GUARD 1
Hey! Where are you goi ng? You can't
| eave.

PRI NCESS

| need to use the bathroom..pl ease.
GUARD 1

The bat hroons are on the other side.
You can't | eave.

PRI NCESS
But, | really need to--

GUARD 1
--No! Go back to bed.

Princess grunts - storns back to her bed with folded arns -
gets in bed.

I NT. US M LITARY CAMP - BOXI NG GYM - DAY
Rachel | e perform |l unges, Princess walks in with a soldier.
She halts the work out to give her attention to Princess.

RACHELLE
You' re back.

PRI NCESS
Yes.



Rachel | e

Rachel | e

Rachel | e

RACHELLE
What do you need?

PRI NCESS
.1 want to be |ike you.

pi cks up her water bottle to drink.

PRI NCESS
Can you train ne...howto be a
chanpi on.

puts down her water bottle.

RACHELLE
No can do. Doctor said you're not
al | oned.

PRI NCESS
| don't care what the doctor says. He
doesn't understand what | am capabl e
of .

RACHELLE
You're going to get hurt--

PRI NCESS
--1 amalready hurt. | amuse to it. |
have knocked on deat hs door plenty of
time. | amnot afraid of pain...or

deat h.

| ooks at Princess with anmazenent.

RACHELLE
How ol d are you?

PRI NCESS

(confused)

...l-1 don't really know...l have | ost
track of ny age...| think I'm
sixteen...|l don't know.

RACHELLE
Oh...well...I"msorry...so tell ne,

where did you learn to fight.

PRI NCESS
... ny brother.
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He nmust be a good fighter.

Princess is silent.

RACHELLE
Cone. ..show me what you have.

They wal k over to a speed bag.

RACHELLE
Have you seen this before?

PRI NCESS
Yes...on television.

RACHELLE
k...good. This helps with your speed
and co-ordi nation.

Rachell e hits the speed bag.

Princess smles as she watches her hit the speed bag.

RACHELLE
Ckay. ..your turn,

Princess wal ks up to the bag, hits it a few tines.

She ms-hits the bag a few tines.
RACHELLE
Take a deep breath...focus...go slow,
t hen nove fast.

Princess takes a deep breath, hits the bag again.

A flash of Mibarak's face appears in her thoughts.

She nmesses up again as she's frustrated.
RACHELLE
It's okay...it's okay. It takes tine.
We can nove on to the heavy bag.
They nove over to the heavy bag.

Rachel | e hol ds t he bag.

RACHELLE
Ckay. ..yesterday, | saw sone juice
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flowing. Do it again.
Princess hits the bag.
She works up to harder hits.
RACHELLE
Okay now nove around the bag. Cover

t he angl es.

Princess noves around the bag to deliver heavy bl ows.

Mubar ak's face flashes in her thoughts as she's angry.

hits the bag harder

RACHELLE
Use the anger to channel nore power.

Princess grunts in anger.

RACHELLE
kay. ..take a break.

Princess stops to catch her breath.

RACHELLE
| f your serious about becom ng a
chanpion I need conm tnent from you.
wll sign off on your waivers and
bring you in.

PRI NCESS
kay.

RACHELLE
There is one thing I ask of you.
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She

Exhausted with hands on her hips, Princess |ooks at her.

RACHELLE
You cone to ny fight tonorrow. Watch
me defend ny title.

PRI NCESS
(with a smle)
Yes. | can be there.
Rachel | e continues her training with the heavy bag.

The soldier wal ks out with Princess.
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EXT. STADI UM - NI GHT

Vehicles pull up to the parking ot to drop spectators off.
Crowds yell in excitenent.

The at nosphere is | oud.

Sol di ers escort Princess through the back gates.

| NT. STADI UM - NI GHT

Rachel l e preps for her fight with conmbination on the mtts.

Princess arrives with sol diers.

RACHELLE

You nmade it.
PRI NCESS

Yes. | do not want to miss this.
RACHELLE

(to her trainers)
Make sure she gets a good view.

COACH
Xk, let's keep working on this.

She turns to hit the mtts as soldiers escort Princess out of
the | ocker room

I NT. MAIN STAGE - N GHT
She finds a seat up front by the ring.

She waits in anticipation as the crowd goes wild for the
fights.

Fighters conbat in the ring as one gets knocked down with a
PUNCH to the face.

The crowd erupts as the referee approaches the fighter,
counts to ten

The fighter did not respond as the crowd erupts again.
ANNOUNCER

And your w nner by knockout...Al ex
' The Cobra' Ngal ani .
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The crowd erupts again.
The fighters, officials and coaches | eave the ring.
ANNOUNCER
And now for your main event that
everybody has been waiting for. The
wonen title bout.
I NT. MAIN FLOOR - NI GHT
Rachel | e shadow boxes, as she shifts her feet side to side.

She wal ks down the aisle with her trainers and security as
the crowd cheers for her.

They nake their way to the ring as she junps in.
I NT. MAIN FLOOR - NI GHT
Her opponent wal ks down the aisle with security and trainers.
She approaches the ring to junp in.
ANNOUNCER
Ladies and gentlenen...this is the
nmonment you have been waiting for..
CUT TO
I NT. INSIDE THE RI NG - N GHT

The bell rings; the fighters make their way to the center of
the ring as they throw punches at each ot her.

Rachell e throws a right hook that |ands.

She KNOCKS her opponent to the ground.

The crowd erupts as the referee counts.

The opponent gets up. They fight.

Rachel l e throws a hook, but m sses.

Her opponent throws an uppercut that sends her to the canvas.
The crowd erupts as the referee counts.

Rachelle is not able to get up.
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The fight is over.
Physicians and trainers enter the ring to care for Rachelle.
She gets up to shake her opponents hand.
ANNOUNCER

W nner by knockout in the seventh

round and your new chanpion. .. Kayl a

Vay!
The crowd goes wild as Princess | ooks on with disappointnent.
The fighters wal k out of the ring.
They head back to the | ocker room
| NT. TRAI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Princess is escorted back into the training room
She sees Rachell e speak with doctors.

Rachel | e | ooks over.

She signals her to cone in.

RACHELLE
Princess, did you enjoy the fight.

PRI NCESS
Not really...you |ost.

RACHELLE
Well...sonetinmes things do not go the
way you plan it to be...This was ny
first |lost.

PRI NCESS
"' m sorry.

RACHELLE
No...do not be. This is not the end of
the world. I will be back.

Rachell e snmi | es.
Princess is escorted back to the vehicle.

I NT. US M LI TARY CAMP, GYM - DAY



Pri ncess
Rachel | e

Pri ncess

Rachel | e

Pri ncess

Pri ncess

She lets

is up early hitting the heavy bag.
wal ks in.
stops training.

RACHELLE
You're here early.

PRI NCESS
|"'mready to do what | need to do.

| ets out a deep sigh.
RACHELLE

Sit domm. | need to tell you

sonet hi ng.

sits on a chair.

RACHELLE
| have...sone troubling news.
PRI NCESS
What is it?
RACHELLE
Physicians told nme...l can no | onger
fight.
PRI NCESS

(surprised)
What ? That is not right! Do not |isten
to them They al ways gi ve bad

news...you can still fight.

RACHELLE
No...l can't. They are telling me the
next hit | take can be permanent brain
damage or death...l have had nmultiple

brain surgeries for blood clots.
hangs her head down in di sappoi ntnment.
out a sigh.

PRI NCESS
So what's going to happen?

RACHELLE
VWll, since | have to rest from
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Pri ncess

Rachel | e

Princess hits the heavy bag as Rachelle holds it.

physical activities and retire...| can
train you.

PRI NCESS
Yes?

nods her head.

gi ves her a hug.

PRI NCESS
This is real
RACHELLE
One thing I ask of you...
PRI NCESS
VWhat is it?
RACHELLE

No whining or fussing. You listen to
nme and do what | tell you. There's a
reason why |'ve been undefeated for
ei ght years.

PRI NCESS
| will rmake you proud...there is one
goal 1 have.

RACHELLE

VWhat is that?

PRI NCESS
To beat the girl that beat you.

sml|es, pats her on the back.

RACHELLE
| think you can do that. She's not
t hat much ol der than you. | think she
will be around for awhile.
PRI NCESS
You think so?
RACHELLE
Let nme rephrase that...l know so.

She noves outside of the ring and does crunches.
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| NT. RACHELLE S HOUSE - DAY
Pri ncess and Rachell e enters.
RACHELLE
You will be living with nme so | can
noni tor you

Pri ncess confused.

PRI NCESS
What do you nean?
RACHELLE
| signed off as your guardian. | wll

be taking care of you.

Princess turns to give Rachelle a hug as they both | augh in
joy.

They sit at a table and enjoy a good neal.
EXT. FIELDS - DAY

Rachel l e and Princess jog and wave at peopl e.
Kids run after themas they cross a bridge.

| NT. US M LI TARY CAMP - GYM - DAY

Princess throws the nedicine ball on the floor, drops to the
ground, does a push-up.

Sl ans the medicine ball again, drops to do a push-up.
She shadow boxes in the ring.

| NT. RACHELLE' S HOUSE - NI GHT

Exhaust ed, Princess |ays on the couch.

Rachell e wal ks in with papers in her hand.

RACHELLE
| got sone news for you

Princess sits up.
She hands the papers to her.

As she reads her face lights up with a smile



PRI NCESS
You' ve arranged a fight for nme?

Rachell e sm | es and nods her head.
Excited, she gets up to give her a hug.

PRI NCESS
Oh, thank you! This is the best thing!

RACHELLE
| know you're ready...the question
is...are you?

PRI NCESS
Yes. ..l know | am

RACHELLE
Good. Let's get noving.

EXT. WAREHOUSE - NI GHT

Vehicles pull up to park.

People wal k to the entrance of the buil ding.
| NT. WAREHOUSE - NI GHT

Princess HITS the mtts with Rachelle.

She stops to take a break.

PRI NCESS
Need to work on mny cardi o.

RACHELLE
Don't worry about cardio. You have
heavy hands. Get her in the first few

rounds you will be okay. Quick finish.

Princess dances around a bit.
An official enters the training room

OFFI CI AL
You ready?

Pri ncess nods her head.

She wal ks out with Rachelle and security personnel.
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I NT. MAIN FLOOR - NI GHT

They get to the ring as she enters.
The crowd cheers for her.

I NT. MAIN FLOOR - NI GHT

Her opponent wal ks down the aisle with her trainer and
security personnel.

They get to the ring as she enters.

ANNOUNCER
Ladi es and gentl enen! Prepare yourself
for conbat!

The crowd gets excited, cheers out | oud.

ANNOUNCER
In this corner in her debut standing
five feet five inches tall weighing in
at one hundred twenty pounds.
Princess!

The crowd cheers.

ANNOUNCER
In this corner with a record of one
win no |l osses, standing five feet four
inches tall, weighing at one hundred
twenty one pounds. Debra!

The crowd CHEERS.

The official signals the two fighters to neet in the mddle
of the ring.

They both step forward.

OFFI CI AL
| want a clean fight. No hitting bel ow
the belt, back of the head. Wen | say
break it up, you break it. Do you
under st and?

Princess nods in agreenent.

OFFI CI AL
Do you under st and?
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Debra nods her head in agreenent.
OFFI CI AL

Touch gl oves and go back to your

cor ner.
They touch gl oves and nove back to their corners.
The crowd goes wild as the bell rings.
Both fighters nove close to each other.
Debra takes a few swings at Princess as she dodges them
She takes another swi ng that connects.

The two nove around the ring testing each other.

Princess' get distracted as she sees a famliar face in the
crowd.

Her brot her Ebenezer sits in the crowd.

Debra takes a swing, H TS Princess on the face, which cause
her to stunble towards the ropes.

Debra approaches her, throws nultiple shots to the face and
body as Princess covers up.

RACHELLE

(yells)
Get out of there!

CUT TO
The bell rings as both fighters return to their corners.
Rachel l e brings out the stool as Princess sits.

RACHELLE
What' s happeni ng out there? You' re not
f ocused.

PRI NCESS
l"msorry...lI"'m-

RACHELLE
--Don't be. Just finish this and let's
go hone.

The bell rings as the fighters get up to resunme the fight.
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Debra throws nultiple punches as Princess dodges themall and
catches her on the chin wth a right hook, that drops her to
t he canvas.

The crowd cheers as the referee counts.

Debra is unconscious as the referee waves to stop the fight.
The crowd CHEERS | ouder as the fight is over.

Rachell e rushes into the ring and lifts Princess.

| NT. LOCKER ROOM - NI GHT

Rachell e cut the waps off Princess' hand.

RACHELLE
You did it. Your first actual fight.
KO
Princess is sad.
PRI NCESS

Yeah.

Rachel l e noti ce she's sad.

RACHELLE
What's the matter? Do you want to
tal k?

PRI NCESS
Not really.

Rachel | e continues to cut the w aps.

She wal ks out of the room

| NT. RACHELLE' S HOUSE - DAY

SUPER: 3 years | ater

Princess(20's), perform push-ups.

Rachel | e wal ks t hrough the door with a cupcake in her hand.
RACHELLE

Happy Birthday to you, Happy Birthday

to you, Happy Birthday dear Princess,
Happy Birthday to you.
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Wth a smle, Princess blows out the candl e.

Rachel | e cheers.

PRI NCESS
|"ve never had this before.
RACHELLE
Well, you deserve it...l also got you

two nore surprises.
Pri ncess sm |l es.

Rachel | e takes out a piece of paper, hands it to Princess.

PRI NCESS
VWhat is this?
RACHELLE
Your eviction notice...l have to send

you away.
Princess | ooks at her with seriousness.

RACHELLE
|"mjust kidding. Read it.

Eyes and nouth wi de open, Princess hugs Rachelle.

RACHELLE

This is what you've been waiting for.
PRI NCESS

Yes...yes. | will make you happy.
RACHELLE

You al ready have...but...|l know what

wi || make you happier.
A man and a worman wal k through the door with a little boy.
Princess | ooks at the boy intently to realize it is Elai(4)

PRI NCESS
El ai ?

She wal ks toward him kneels down.

PRI NCESS
El ai...do you renmenber ne?



Elai is silent. He | ooks at Princess confused.

PRI NCESS
| am Princess...your friend.

Tears well up in her eyes,

She gives him a hug.

| NT. RACHELLE' S HOUSE - N GHT

Pri ncess drinks tea.

Rachel |l e joi ns her.

Pri ncess

Pri ncess

PRI NCESS

That was the best birthday | ever had.

RACHELLE
| figured you would Iike that.

PRI NCESS
It blows ny mnd...how did you get
that set up?

RACHELLE
Well, easy. You kept wi nning fights.

PRI NCESS
No not that...how did you get El ai
her e?

RACHELLE
A friend of a friend hel ped ne.

sm | es.
RACHELLE

...Yyou never told nme about what
happened.

PRI NCESS
What are you tal kinng about ?
RACHELLE
Three years ago...your debut. | asked

if you were okay after the fight and
you never spoke to nme about it.
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sighs. She stands up to wal k away fromthe table.
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Rachel | e'

RACHELLE
What happened?

PRI NCESS
...1t"s hard.

RACHELLE
' mhere to help.

PRI NCESS

.1 saw ny brother.

sm | es.

RACHELLE
That's good. He watched your first
fight. That is--

PRI NCESS
--He died..

S count enance changes to renorse.

RACHELLE
...I"msorry. | didn't know

PRI NCESS
He died when | was in the

mlitia...the | eader Miubarak made ne

kill him

RACHELLE
... That's horrible..

PRI NCESS
He was a fighter too. Nobody could
beat him .. nobody.

PRI NCESS( CONT. D)

He would be |i ke Mohammed Ali. Dance,
dance and dance...then deliver hits.

(beat)

He was the one that taught nme not to
be afraid. Not to be scared. To | ook

fear in the eyes and punch it right
t he nose. To | augh at death.

RACHELLE
Sounds |i ke you had a brother who
coul d' ve been a chanpi on.
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Princess smles.
PRI NCESS
What are you tal king about...he's
al ready a chanpi on

Rachell e stands up fromthe table, wal ks closer to Princess.

RACHELLE
He's proud of the woman you have
becone.
PRI NCESS
| don't know. | feel |ike he would
still pick on ne.
They bot h chuckl e.
RACHELLE
Yeah...here | want to give you

sonet hi ng.

She takes out a key, gives it to Princess.

PRI NCESS
What is this?
RACHELLE
This is the key to ny house in
Mel bourne, Australia...l'mgiving it
to you.
PRI NCESS
Wy ?
RACHELLE

Just in case sonething happens to ne.
You are taken care of.

PRI NCESS
What do you nean if sonethi ng happens?

RACHELLE
" msick, Princess. Anything can
happen to nme anytine and | need to
make sure you're okay...you're like a
daughter to ne.

Princess sighs, gives her a hug.
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PRI NCESS
Thank you...for everything...| don't
know what to say.

RACHELLE
Let's get training.

EXT. RACHELLE' S HOUSE - FI ELD - DAY
Princess flips tires.

Runs wi th buckets of water.

She bear craw s across the field.
Junp ropes as Rachell e notivates her.

She hits the speed bag, the heavy bag and throws the nedicine
bal | .

EXT. STADI UM - NI GHT
Peopl e are noving towards the entrance.

A FI GHT breaks out in the parking | ot, where security tries
to restrain individuals.

| NT. LOCKER ROOM - NI GHT
Princess hit the mtts.

El ai and the couple wal ks in.
She stops to see him

PRI NCESS
El ai...what...

MOM
He's been tal ki ng about you for a
while. | figured | surprise himby
havi ng hi m wat ch you.

PRI NCESS
Well...l guess he can watch.
(to Elai)
Do you want to see fighting?
ELAI
(excited)

Yes!
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Pri ncess sml es.

MOM
W will get good seats.

They wal k away.

Princess turns and hits the mtts.

RACHELLE
Let's take a break. My body is acting
up.

PRI NCESS

(confused)
Oh...okay!? Are you okay?

Rachel | e i medi atel y passes out.
In a panic Princess rush to her.

PRI NCESS
Rachel | e!. .. Rachel | e wake up

She | ooks around in a state of panic.

PRI NCESS

(yells)
Hel p! Sonebody hel p!

Security personnel, nedical staff and trainers imredi ately
arrive to assist Princess.

MEDI C 1
Ckay, we got it fromhere. Can you get
back pl ease?

Princess backs up, breaks down in tears.

PRI NCESS
Call off the fight...l don't want to
fight. 1 quit.

A trainer approaches Princess; gets in her face.

TRAI NER 1
No...no! Listen to ne! W will not
call off this fight. W will do this.
She woul d not want you to quit.
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PRI NCESS
Ckay. . . okay.

Oficial arrives to see if Princess is ready.

CFFI Cl AL
| s everything okay here? Did you need
me to call it off?

PRI NCESS

No...\We will fight.

OFFI CI AL
kay, you're up. Let's go.

Princess | ooks back as Rachelle is put on a gurney, wheel ed
out of the place.

TRAI NER 1
Cone on, let's go! Belt is waiting for
you.
PRI NCESS
(nervous)
kay!

They both wal k out.
| NT. MAIN FLOOR - NI GHT

The crowd ERUPTS in excitenent as Princess nmakes her way to
the ring with security personnel and trainers.

She steps inside of the ring as the crowd continues to cheer.

Her opponent Kayla Vay wal ks down the aisle with her trainers
as the crowd ERUPTS in excitenent.

She junps into the ring as she raises her arns in the air.
The announcer wal ks to the mddle of the ring.
ANNOUNCER
Ladies and gentlenen this is the
nmoment you have been waiting for! The
mai n event!

The crowd erupts.

ANNOUNCER
Standing to ny left in the blue



112.

corner! Standing five feet five inches
tall, weighing in at one hundred and
twenty one pounds, with an inpressive
record of fifteen wins and no | osses,
training at Rachelle's Gym Princess!

She rai ses both her arns as the crowd goes WLD.
ANNOUNCER

And standing to nmy right, a fighter

like no other! She stands five feet

five inches tall, weighing in at one

hundred and twenty pounds, with an

i npressive record of twenty nine wns

and no | osses, the undi sputed,

undef eat ed chanpi on of the

worl d...Kayla...The H tman. .. Vay!
The crowd goes WLD, chant her nane.
The two fighters neet in the center of the ring.

OFFI CI AL

kay, | want a clean fight. You know

the rules. Touch gl oves and go back.
The fighters touch gloves as they return to their corners.
The bell rings, they neet in the m ddle.
Kayl a i mredi ately goes for an uppercut that connects with
Princess' face, but she shakes it off, throws hooks, but
m sses.
Kayl a dom nates the first round by |anding the nost hits.
The bell rings, both fighters return to their seats.
The crowd cheers for Kayl a.

CUT TO

The bell rings as both fighters nmeet in the mddle.
Princess throws a few jabs as Kayla bl ocks and counters.

She catches Princess with a few jabs of her own.

Princess throws an uppercut, but m sses, as Kayla returns an
UPPERCUT t hat connects, which drops Princess to the canvas.
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The official approaches Princess as she gets up.

OFFI CI AL
Are you okay?

PRI NCESS
Yes...l'mfinel!

CUT TGO

The fighters neet in the mddle as Kayla expl odes in conbos
that connects with Princess' face.

The bell rings as both fighters return to their corners.

TRAI NER 1
You' re not doi ng good out there!

PRI NCESS
She's very unorthodox. It's hard to
read her.

TRAI NER 1

|'ve been noticing her left. She wll
use it when she starts with a conbo
and finishes. As soon as she gets
first hit she will go to town. Move
out of her center of target to the
out si de. Then puni sh her.

PRI NCESS
kay.

The bell rings.

They have a slug-fest where both fighters connect with their
punches.

Kayla throws a | eft that |ands on Princess' face.

She continues with conbos, throws an uppercut, which connects
t hat makes Princess DI ZZY.

She hits Princess on the gut that drops her.
Princess wince in pain as the official counts.

OFFI Cl AL
One...two...three...four..

Princess takes her time to get up as she's clutches her ribs.



The bel

OFFI Cl AL

Is that it? Can you continue?
PRI NCESS

Yes...|l can conti nue.

rings.

Both fighters go to their corners.

TRAI NER 1
You' re not doi ng anything out there.

He cuts her eye, as bl ood pours.

Pri ncess

Princess countenance changes as she clenches her jaw in

anger .

PRI NCESS
| keep seeing her face...is she okay?

TRAI NER 1
"1l tell you later...get angry and
focus.

PRI NCESS
.l don't knowif | can--
TRAI NER 1
(yells)

No doubts! You have lasted this |ong,
now finish the fight so we can go see
Rachelle! If you want to go see her
then finish this fight and get the
hell out of here! I"'mtired of you
feeling sorry for yourself! Put your
big girl panties up and fight! You' ve
been in a |l ot nore worse situations
than this and you found a way out!
Those people that died for you, that
beat you and hurt you was in vain!
Make it not in vain and for a

nmeani ng...dammt! Get out there!

stands up.

TRAI NER 1
(yells)
This girl hasn't gone through shit,
she's not hi ng, nmake her suffer, |et
her know what pain is...break her!
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The bell rings.
Princess wal ks to the m ddle of the ring.

Kayl a throws a punch, m sses as Princess counters with a nean
UPPERCUT t hat sends Kayla to the canvas.

The crowd ROARS as the official approaches her and counts.
Surprised, Kayla gets up, shakes it off.

Princess wal ks toward Kayla with her guard down.

Kayl a throws another punch as Princess dodge. Princess
puni shes Kayla with two heavy bl ows that sends her agai nst

t he ropes.

Princess continues to throw heavy conbos to Kayla's gut that
drops her to her knees.

The crowd again CHEERS as Princess backs up. The offici al
counts.

Kayl a gets back up as Princess |ooks at her trainer.
TRAI NER 1
(yells)
Puni sh her
The bell rings as both fighter go to their corners.

The bell rings again as both fighters neet in the m ddle.

Princess pushes Kayl a agai nst the ropes, throws PONERFUL
punches to the gut.

Kayl a drops as the official counts.

She gets back up and slowy wal ks to Princess.

Princess throws a jab and nmakes her nose bl eed.

She throws a one, two punch that sends Kayla to the ropes.

Kayl a qui ckly noves fromthe ropes as Princess approaches her
and delivers a kidney punch that noves Kayl a backwar ds.

Princess delivers a HARD UPPERCUT to Kayl a that sends her
agai nst the ropes.

Princess throws punches to the face and to the body multiple
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tinmes.

The crowd chants Princess' nanme as she continues to deliver
bl ows to Kayl a.

Kayla's corner throws in the towel as the official stops the
fight.

The crowd ERUPTS as Princess drops to her knees and cri es.

Her trainers junp in the ring and lifts her up in
cel ebrati on.

The crowd cheers and appl aud Princess.

Both fighters neet in the mddle as the announcer gives the
final statenent.

ANNOUNCER
And the wi nner by stoppage...and new,
undef eat ed chanpi on of the
wor | d. .. Princess.

| NT. LOCKER ROOM - NI GHT
Princess rushes to change.
PRI NCESS
| have to go and see her. Wat's the

news?

Trai ners and the physician gather around her.

PRI NCESS
What...what is going on? Let's go see
her!

PHYSI Cl AN

Princess...first off,
congratul ati ons...second..

The physician | ooks at the trainers.

PHYSI CI AN
...!I'"msorry...

PRI NCESS
What. .. What! You doctors...all ny life
have been giving nme bad news, but |
end up beating the odds!..
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PHYSI CI AN
...I"msorry...she didn't make it...it
was a blood clot...it was quick--

PRI NCESS

(scream ng and cryi ng)
No! Don't give ne that, shit! You guys
are liars.

She falls to her knees and weeps as Trainer 1 puts his arns
around her.

| NT. RACHELLE' S HOUSE - DAY
Princess packs a bag.
She stops, sees a picture on the table with her and Rachell e.

She picks it up, stares at it for awhile and puts it in her
shirt pocket.

She continues to pack, when there's knocking on the door.
Confused, she wal ks over to the door, opens it.
To her surprise she sees Elai with his guardians.

GUARDI AN MOM
Hi ...Princess.

PRI NCESS
Hi .

GUARDI AN MOM
| wanted to say, first off,
congratul ati ons on your fight. El ai
| oved it.

Pri ncess snm | es.

GUARDI AN MOM
|"m al so sorry about your friend's

passi ng.

PRI NCESS
Thank you...umm ..l am packing right
now and noving on. Can | help you with
anyt hi ng?

GUARDI AN MOM
Well, this may be a surprise, but...
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am | eaving Elai with you.
She is at a | ost for words.

GUARDI AN MOM
We have heard of your story and we
feel like you wll be the best nother
to himthan I. It's not fair to take
hi m away fromyou...so we would |ike
you to take himas a son.

Tears well up in her eyes.

PRI NCESS
Oh...ny...umm Yes...yes, | wll take
him O course.

Guardi an Mom smi | es.

GUARDI AN MOM
Good. | knew you woul d. We have
al ready arranged docunents, birth
certificates, green cards and all the
inportant things...all you have to do
is sign and | sign and we're done.
have a friend who will take care of
this and make it official.

Princess |aughs in excitenent as she takes the pen and signs.
She picks up Elai and gives hima Bl G hug.

| NT. RACHELLE' S HOUSE, AUSTRALI A - DAY

Princess and Elai sit on a couch as they watch tel evision.

NEWS ANCHOR(B. G.)
This is Breaking news. News that
General Mibarak - a few of his nmen and
US soldiers died in a plane crash on
their way to transfer Miubarak for a
court hearing.

Princess sits up in her chair.

NEWS ANCHOR( B. G. ) ( CONT. D)
The pl ane was shot down by rebels in
northern Denocratic Republic of Congo
just a few hours ago. A fire team and
ot her nedical respondent arrive on
scene and have stated that there are
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no survivors.
Princess sighs and nods her head in disappoi ntnent.
The phone rings as she picks it up.
PRI NCESS

Hello...yes this is her...You want to
do what...an interview ..for what?

Were are you from..oh yes, | have
heard of your publication

conpany...well, okay...if it's going
to inspire people...well, I wll be

here...tonorrow. Ckay, bye.

She hangs up the phone as she snil es.

PRI NCESS
(to Elai)
You want to go get ice creanf
ELAI
Yesl!
PRI NCESS

Ckay, let's go.
EXT. COASTAL NEI GHBORHOCD - DAY
Princess and Elai wal k together as he enjoys his ice cream
Princess stops, |ooks to her right.

PRI NCESS
Elai, let's go over here.

They both wal k over to a cliff where the waves crash.
Al batross' fly over head, people wal k by.
Princess smles as tears well up

PRI NCESS
| have seen this exact place before.

ELAI
What is this place nonf?

PRI NCESS
This is peace...this is ny reality.
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FADE OUT



