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TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN:. "Chapter 1: The Scottish Pl ay"

FADE | N:

| NT. COMVUNI TY THEATER - NI GHT

Sonewhere of f-off Broadway. A small crowd. Show lights.

On stage, CHARLIE (26), charismatic and confident, hans it
up as Macbeth. He directs a soliloquy to the AUDI ENCE

CHARLI E
"...That tears shall drown the
wi nd; | have no spur. To prick the

sides of nmy intent, but only
vaul ting anbition, which o erl eaps
itself...and falls on the other."

| N THE AUDI ENCE

| SHVAEL (25), handsone but gawky, watches Charlie, full of
pride, and hanging on his every word. |Ishmael smles.

| NT. BACKSTAGE - DRESSI NG ROOM - N GHT

takes of f his costune

In a shared dressing room Charlie
ightly on the shoul der.

vest. A CREW MEMBER sl aps him |

CREW MEMBER
Great job, Charlie.

Charlie smles.

| shmael approaches and Charlie | ooks up. They hug warmy.
| shmael ki sses himon the cheek.

| SHVAEL
You were so good.

CHARLI E
Thanks. You ready to go?

| SHVAEL
Ordering an Uoer right now OCh ny
god, do you know how hard it was to
get back here? There’s a bouncer.
had to show hi m | nstagram phot os of
us together before he’'d let ne
backst age.



CHARLI E
That's CGuill er no.

| SHVAEL
Qlillermo needs to chill.

CHARLI E
What did you think of the play?

| SHVAEL
Are you asking nme what | think of
Shakespear e?

CHARLI E
Yeah.

| SHMVAEL

| have absolutely no original
t hought s on Shakespeare.

I NT. UBER - NI GHT

| shmael and Charlie ride in the back.

CHARLI E
(to the driver)
Has it been a busy night?

The UBER DRI VER renoves his headphones.

UBER DRI VER
What ?
CHARLI E
| asked if you were busy tonight?
UBER DRI VER
Sorry, say again?
CHARLI E
Has it been busy toni ght? Many
fares?
UBER DRI VER
| can’t hear --- what?
CHARLI E

(frustrated)
Have you had a busy night?

There is a long silence --

The Uber Driver puts his headphones back in.



| shael | ooks to Charli e.

| SHVAEL
Hey, | don’'t think I"mgoing to
drink much tonight.

CHARLI E
No?

| SHMVAEL
| just feel...ugh. | don’'t want to
end up vomting around your theater
friends.

CHARLI E

You know there’s a m ddle ground
bet ween bei ng sober and bei ng
bl ack- out drunk?

| SHVAEL
| have yet to find it.

CHARLI E
You don’t have to cone if you don’t
want? | nean, it’'s a wap party at
soneone’s apartnment --

| SHMVAEL
No, | wanna cone. Danica from
wor k’ s com ng.
A pause.
CHARLI E
kay.

I NT. SHITTY APARTMENT - NI GHT

Somet hi ng by The Weeknd pl ays, probably. A one-bed in the
city turned into a party by a single set of string lights
over the living room About TWENTY PARTY GCERS. It’'s really
cranped; hum d.

| shmael hangs near the drinks, finishing one. Charlie
touches himon the square of his back lightly --

CHARLI E
Hey, | have to go talk to Patience.

| SHVAEL
"Pati ence"?



CHARLI E
Lady Macbet h.

| shmael nods. Charlie walks off to the corner of the room
greeting PATIENCE (21), beautiful and young, inaudibly.

| shmaeel watches them sipping his drink. He spies Patience,
[ aughing, lightly touching Charlie on the arm |shnael
GRI MACES.

DANI CA (O S)
Oh ny god, Ishmael, why are you
such a creepy |oser?

| shmael turns around. DANI CA (28), a chubby woman with a
charm ng energy, approaches himw th a soft shove.

| SHVAEL
You nearly made ne spill ny drink.

DANI CA
Wiy are you just staring at hinf

Dani ca and I shnael | ook across at the room A few other
CASTMVATES have joined in congratulating Charlie, all smles,
al | proud.

| SHVAEL
(spitefully)
He is loving this. This attention.

DANI CA
Way shoul dn’t he? He’s Macbet h.

| SHVAEL
He’s enjoying it too nmuch. He' s not
gonna sl eep.

Dani ca grabs a drink. Of this:

| SHVAEL
Not pregnant yet?

DANI CA
Donor reneged. |’ m having second
t houghts, | think. | read an
article about a wonan who totally
t hought she was pregnant for six
nmont hs but she was just |iKke,
filled with spider eggs. Filled
with them



| SHVAEL
That sounds untrue.

DANI CA
"1l link you it.

| SHVAEL
Way can’t Bridgett just be the
pregnant one?

DANI CA
You don’t get it.

| SHVAEL
No, | don’'t.

DANI CA

| have the first baby. Then, in
three years, she has the next one.
She has a nore forgiving body so
she can deal wth a pregnancy in
her thirties.

| SHVAEL
Most peopl e have pregnancies in
their thirties?

DANI CA
That’'s actually not true. The
nmedi an age of first pregnancy is
twenty-three.

| SHVAEL
That nedian is thrown off by every
fourteen year old in the M dwest
getting pregnant to their drunk
uncl e.
(beat)
Where is Bridgett?

DANI CA
She’ s got diarr hea.

| SHVAEL
Eugh. Why woul dn’t you just say
she’ s sick?

DANI CA
Fi ne. She’'s si ck.
(poi nts)

Your boyfriend wants you.

Charlie, speaking to Patience across the room gestures for
| shmaeel to join them Ishmael wal ks over, |eaving Danica.



| SHVAEL
Hey.

CHARLI| E
| shnmael, this is Patience.

PATI ENCE
(shaki ng hands)
Ww. What a nane.

| SHVAEL
I[t’s Jew sh.
(beat)
| " m not Jew sh.

PATI ENCE
Rem nds ne of Moby Di ck.

| SHVAEL
How?

PATI ENCE
The opening |ine? The protagonist?

CHARLI E
Pati ence was just asking about your
writing.

| SHVAEL
|’ma copywiter. In-house
mar keting for a pharnaceuti cal
firm

CHARLI E
No, | mean your one-act play.
| SHVAEL
Oh? You were tal king about that?
PATI ENCE
Yeah. It sounds -- | nean, Charlie
described it -- it sounds great. If

your ever |ooking for a | ead.
Ha-ha. But |’m al so serious.

| SHVAEL
Well, I nean, | think, in the
unlikely event it’s produced I
doubt 1'd be in charge of casting.
Li ke. At all.



PATI ENCE

Oh, | thought it was nore of an
indie thing and you were -- | was
nmost |y j oki ng.

| SHVAEL
| ndi e thing?

CHARLI E

| just thought Patience could --

| SHVAEL
|”mgoing to get a drink.
(to Patience)
Nice to neet you

| shmael wal ks back to Dani ca.

Danica is now m d-conversation with an older MAN I N A
VHEELCHAI R

DANI CA
(to the man)
So was this froman accident, or
i ke a genetic thing?

MAN I N A WHEELCHAI R
Do | know you?

| SHVAEL
(to Danica)
You wanna get trashed with ne?

DANI CA
Fine, but 1I’m not doing Sanmbuca
shots again. My puke was a col or
that | don’t think happens
organically in nature.

MAN I N A WHEELCHAI R
Do you know where nmy wife is?

Dani ca and I shnmael turn away fromhimsilently.

ACRCSS THE ROOM - LATER

Dani ca and | shnael do shots of Sanbuca.



EXT. FIRE ESCAPE - N GHT

They drunkenly share a cigarette.

DANI CA
Whenever | go to parties with
Bridgett, she won’t like tell ne

not to snoke, but she’'ll be nmad at
me for it for days afterwards.
Days.

| SHVAEL

Yeah. Bridgett sucks.

DANI CA
That wasn’t ny point.

| SHVAEL
The first time | met her she told
me she |iked you because your
apartnment has good light in the

eveni ng.
DANI CA
Jokes on her, | got evicted.
| shmael | aughs.
| SHVAEL

Ch ny god | forgot about that! It’s
so hard to get evicted in this
city! But you did it!

DANI CA
Ruined ny credit score --

| SHMAEL
| think Charlie is fucking
Pati ence.

DANI CA
"Patience"? Eugh. But you're
probably right.

| SHVAEL
Lady Macbet h.

DANI CA
They say that happens on
productions. It’s so intense. A
shared experience |ike that bonds
peopl e.



| SHVAEL
It was community theater, not
Streetcar.

DANI CA
Doesn’t nmatter. If | were you, I'd

be really pani cking. Like, super
wor ked up about it.

(then)
| gotta go. You should drink nore,
| think.

She passes the cigarette to Ishmael and hugs hi m goodbye.

I NT. UBER - NI GHT

| shmael and Charlie sit in the back seat. |Ishmael closes his
eyes for a nonent, dizzy.

CHARLI E

How nuch did you have to drink?
| SHVAEL

Not a | ot.
CHARLI E

You' re pl astered.
Charlie | ooks out the w ndow.

| SHVAEL
|’mnot. 1’ve just had a bad day.

CHARLI E
What exactly did you do today? You
woke up, you got high, you cane to

t he show?
| SHVAEL

Wiy are you attacking nme?
CHARLI E

You were so rude tonight.
| SHVAEL

Vll, why did you nmake ne cone?
CHARLI E

What? | didn’t! | told you you
didn’'t have to cone!



10.

| SHMAEL
Well, I couldn’t not cone to your
wrap party.

CHARLI E

Yes, you very explicitly had the
option not to.

| SHVAEL

| was only rude because..
CHARLI E

Wy ?!
| SHVAEL

Don’t yell at ne!

Charlie crosses his arns.
He | ooks to the Uber Driver.
CHARLI E
Had a busy night?

I NT. CHARLIE AND | SHMAEL' S APARTMENT - N GHT

Cranped but tidy. Ishnael is splayed on the sofa as Charlie,
behind him SLAMS the door to the bedroom pointedly.

| shmael snokes from a bong, taking a huge hit. He opens the
Facebook app on his phone. Searches "Patience". He clicks on
the top profile; Patience s profile.

Scroll's through her public feed (they aren’t friends, but
have one nutual - Charlie).

Scrolls through her "likes"; in particular: "Mby D ck".
He opens Safari; Googles "Mby D ck".
He reads the w ki for a nonment before googling "sperm

whal e".

I NT. CHARLIE AND | SHVAEL' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

| shrmael enters. Charlie sits up in bed, reading by
| anpl i ght.

| shael tries to | ook doleful. It conmes across al nost
chil di sh.
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| SHVAEL
Hey. ..

Charlie doesn't | ook up.

CHARLI E
VWhat ?

| SHVAEL
|’ m sorry.

Charlie puts the book down.

CHARLI E
How did you manage to ruin ny
openi ng ni ght?

| SHVAEL
" msorry.

| shmael approaches the bed.

CHARLI E
VWhat ever .

| shmael clinbs onto the bed. He i nches towards Charli e,
touching his wai stband. Charlie doesn’t stop him but
fr owns.

CHARLI E
No.

| SHVAEL
Let ne...

| shmael pulls Charlie’s pants down. He perfornms fellatio.
Charlie stares at the top of Ishnmael’s head.

CHARLI E
| shrmael . .

He doesn’t respond. |shmael keeps goi ng.

CHARLI E
" mgoing to cone.

| SHVAEL
Ckay.

Charlie grimces as |Ishnmael sits up, w ping his nouth.
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| SHMAEL
Do you forgive ne now?

Charlie BURSTS | NTO TEARS.

CHARLI| E
I’min |ove with soneone. Soneone
not you.

| SHVAEL
Who?

Charlie | ooks Ishmael in the eyes.

EXT. BALCONY - NI GHT

| shmael , snoking, angrily paces the tiny bal cony back and
forth.

Charlie foll ows himout.

CHARLI E
| " msorry.

| SHVAEL
Did you sleep with her?

CHARLI E

| SHVAEL
How coul d you? She’s a child.
You're a crimnal.

CHARLI E
She’ s twenty-one.

| shmael is gesticulating wildly. Hysterical. Lobbing insults
pat hetically.

| SHVAEL
Di sgusting. You should be in
pri son.

CHARLI E
She’s so --

| SHVAEL

Do not fucking describe her to ne!
Do not tell nmy why you | ove her!



13.

CHARLI E
| was going to say, she wanted to
tell you tonight. She and |I. Both
of us. But then you --

| SHVAEL
What ?

CHARLI E
| didn’t want to, but that’s how
she is. She just wanted to be
transparent.

| SHVAEL
Transparent ?
CHARLI E
| can’t talk to you like this.
| SHVAEL
Who's going to take the apartnent?
CHARLI E
We don’t have to discuss that yet.
| SHVAEL CHARLI E
And the subscriptions? Well | guess because |’mon
We share so nmany the | ease --

subscriptions! Onh, you
didn’t think that through?
| have three Amazon Prine
deliveries...

| shmael puts his cigarette out.

| SHVAEL
So you’'re straight now?
CHARLI E
| had rel ationshi ps with wonen
bef ore.
| SHVAEL

So? | thought that was |ike, until
you net ne.

CHARLI E
That’s not how that works. You're
t he exception, if anything.

| shmael nods, deeply hurt. Charlie sighs and sits down on a
bench. He gestures for Ishmael to join him He does.
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CHARLI E
| really amsorry.

| SHVAEL
VWhat did | do?

CHARLI E
Are you kidding...? Nothing. You
didn’t do anyt hi ng.

| SHVAEL
W were going to nove to LA
t oget her.

CHARLI E
That was just...you didn't actually
feel Iike this was working?

| SHVAEL
| don’t know. How s it supposed to
feel ?

CHARLI E

Not |ike this. This felt
i ke...when you go on a first date,
and in the first five mnutes it’s
like, oh, this going to be bad. For
what ever reason. But you can’t just
| eave. Because that woul d be way
wei rder than just staying. So you
sit out the date. And you say
you' Il call at the end. And then
you wi pe it fromyour nenory.
(beat)
Except this date |lasted three
years.

| shmael cries.

| SHVAEL
You're wi ping nme fromyour nenory?

CHARLI E
No, | --

| shmael pronmptly VOMTS in Charlie s |ap.
CUT TO
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BLACK SCREEN

TEXT ON SCREEN:. "Chapter 2: Private D sconfort”

| NT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - STAI RVWELL - DAY

| shmael guides two brawny MOVERS up the stairs at they carry
his bed frane.

| SHVAEL
You'll have to turn to the left.

They turn the bed frame. It hits the wall.

| SHAMEL
No, ny left.
(beat)
Actual ly, your left. My right.

It hits other side of the wall.
MOVER 1

Man, why the fuck wouldn't you
di ssenbl e the bed before you noved?

| SHVAEL
Ww. Ckay, first of all. I don’t
know how. Second of all, you're

maki ng ne feel unsafe.

INT. ISHVAEL’ S STUDI O - DAY

The Movers approach | shmael he survey the new apartnent.
Tiny. Cranmped. One wi ndow, which faces a billboard adverting
a "Ketam ne Rehab: The Rehab Just For Ketam ne".

MOVER 1
Ckay, dude, that’Il be a hundred
and fifty. Plus a tip.

| SHAMEL
What’ s your Venno?

MOVER 1
Cash.

There is a long silence.

| SHVAEL
You know no one carries cash
anynore, right? | lose ny wall et

li ke once a week.
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MOVER 1
| don’t know what to tell you

| SHVAEL
| have to go to an ATM

EXT. A TY PARK - DAY

| shmael wal ks through the green space, anong JOGGERS and
H PSTER WTH DOGS. It’s fall, and the park is beautiful.

He counts cash in his wallet, putting it in his pocket.

He approaches the park exit. At a gazebo, a THEATER TROUPE
is performng Shakespeare In The Park.

| shmael stops. It’s Macbeth. The troupe’s own MACBETH
delivers a soliloquy to the CROND:

" MACBETH'
“...That tears shall drown the
wi nd; | have no spur. To prick the

sides of ny intent --

CUT TGO

| NT. SUBWAY CAR - DAY

| shmael , dressed busi ness super-casual, stands and cries on
the train. No one notices.

A SUBVWAY PERFORMER pl ays a horrific song on a theremn.
EVE ( PRE- LAP)
W need a different word for yeast

i nfection. The problemisn’t
"yeast", it’s "infection".

| NT. MEETI NG ROOM - MARKETI NG DEPARTMENT - DAY

| shmeel sits at a conference table with a a group of
COPYWRI TERS, including Danica next Ishmael. It’s a hip
start-up in a pre-war buil ding.

EVE (40s), a severe creative type with an Irish accent,
| eads the neeting.

EVE
Anyone?



Danica is

DANI CA
We could really enphasize the
research that three out of four
wonen get them Like really speak
to how banal yeast infections
really are.

EVE
No. | don't agree with that
research. |If you get a yeast
i nfection, you re disgusting. Just

take a shower, | nean, cone on.
DANI CA

Alright. | nean it’s a proven fact
EVE

Anyone el se?
si | enced.

| SHVAEL
What about sonething Iike
"Lisprita: for your private
di sconfort"? Then | et the graphics
departnent inply a yeast infection.

A COPYWRI TER speaks up.

COPYWRI TER 1
How do you inply a yeast infection?

| SHVAEL

(shruggi ng)
Li ke, bread, or sonething?

Eve t hi nks.

EVE
Hm | think | like it. Ishmael,
finish the copy and send it to
graphics. You can | ead the shoot.

| SHVAEL
Me?

EVE
Way not ?

| SHVAEL

VWi ch intern?

17.
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EVE
The tall one. Wth the nane.

He nods.
COPYWRI TER
Eve, can we tal k about the gas |eak
on our floor?

EVE
Meeti ng cl osed.

| NT. MARKETI NG WORK SPACE - | SHVAEL’S DESK - DAY

| shrmael reads an article at his conputer entitled: "This
Wman Thought She Was Pregnant: Turns Qut, She Was Actual ly
Filled Wth Spider Eggs".

Dani ca approaches. She sits next to Ishmael and talks in a
conspiratorial tone.

DANI CA
| hate her. Eve.

| SHVAEL
She’ s i ntense.

| shmael checks his phone.

DANI CA

(begrudgi ngl y)
Have you spoken to hinf

| SHVAEL
Only about |ike, practical things.
Furniture. Paying the utilities. |
think Patience is noving in with
him In the Village. How can they
afford that?

DANI CA
How do you know?

| shmael points to his phone.

| SHVAEL
|, um made a sock-puppet 1G
account and foll owed her and she
posted an announcenent.



DANI CA
That sounds unheal t hy.

| SHVAEL
| direct nmessaged her saying | was
a fan of her work on Law and Order:
SVU as I ncest VictimNunmber One.
Thing that bothers ne is she was so
nice. Like, she wasn’'t a bitch at
al | .

DANI CA
Do you wanna get |unch? | have
news.

| NT. TRENDY CAFE - DAY

Dani ca and | shnael order to a WAl TER

He passes

DANI CA

Can | have the children’s qui noa?
WAl TER

Uh -
| SHVAEL

|'ll have the sane.

the nenu to the Waiter who wal ks of f,

| SHVAEL
It was really hard for nme not to
ask you what the news was on the
wal k fromthe office

DANI CA
Yeah, | figured you' d just ask ne
to tell you straight away.

| SHVAEL
vel | ?

DANI CA

Bridgett’'s pregnant.

| SHVAEL
Congratul ations. But | thought you
wer e- -

DANI CA
Nah, | dunno. It wasn't working and
every round cost so much noney.

19.

conf used.



There' s a

He shakes

_ DANI CA ,
Bridgett decided to step in and of

course it works right away for her.
| think I’ m barren.

| SHVAEL
Oh. Do you need, like, enotiona
support?

DANI CA

Hm | don’t think so.

| SHVAEL
kay. That’s good.

| ong sil ence.
| SHVAEL

| really wanna tal k nore about
Charlie.

DANI CA
| shmael --

| SHVAEL
VWhat ?

DANI CA

| thought you d be over this by
NOW.

| SHVAEL
It’s been a nonth. W were together
for years.

DANI CA
You and Charlie were not going to
wor k. Wat chi ng you two together was
like a sl ownotion car crash.

| SHVAEL
It was my car crash.
(beat)
My agent put nme up for a witing
staff position.

DANI CA
In the city?

hi s head.

20.
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| SHVAEL
L. A

DANI CA
Ch. When will you hear about it?

| SHVAEL
Probably never.

DANI CA
| didn’t think you were going to
nove anynor e.

| SHVAEL
| may as well try.

DANI CA
It just seens |ike bad timng.
Bridgett and | are having a baby. |
t hought you wanted to the
godf at her.

| SHVAEL
Ch. But | can do that fromthe West
Coast? Li ke as soon as he or she is

ol d enough to Facetine, I'Il be
t here.

DANI CA
Uh huh.

The Waiter returns with the pair’s food.

WAl TER
Anyt hing el se for you guys?

DANI CA
No.

He departs. Danica takes a bite of her food w thout saying
anyt hi ng.

| SHMAEL
What ? Are you upset with nme?

DANI CA
Wiy would | be?

| SHVAEL
For potentially noving to L.A?

Dani ca si ghs.
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DANI CA
| " mnot upset. Just...sad? It would
be sad. If you left.

| SHVAEL
It’s so, so, so unlikely |I’'d get
the job. 1’ve done this a hundred
times. 1’11 never get staffed.
(beat)

Sonetimes ny agent pocket-dials ne
and | can hear himeating | asagna
and breathing heavily. It doesn't

i nspire confidence.

INT. ISHVAEL’S STUDI O - NI GHT

| shmeel |ays in bed scrolling Instagram

The new studi o seens even snmaller now with all his
bel ongi ngs.

As he scrolls, he stops upon seeing a post from Patience. It
shows Patience and Charlie clinking wi ne glasses together in
a new apartnent. The caption reads Happy housewar nm ng!
followed by a series of inscrutable enojis.

| shmael sighs. He switches over to the Gindr app.

LATER

There’s a buzz fromthe intercomby the door. |Ishnael stands
and wal ks to it, speaking into the buzzer.

| SHVAEL
H . Cone up.

A mascul i ne VO CE answers.

VO CE (O 9)
VWhat ?

| SHMAEL
| said come up

VOCE (O S.)
Ckay.
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SOON AFTER

| shmael opens the door. RORY (md twenties), handsonme, with
a soft, welcomng face, enters.

RORY
H . | shmael ?

| SHVAEL
Yeah. Rory.

They shake hands. It’s weirdly fornal.

RORY
You have a cool nane.

| SHVAEL
Thanks.

RORY
Are you Jew sh?

| SHVAEL
No. Have a seat.

Rory | ooks around. The only seat is the bed. He sits.

| SHVAEL
Do you want a drink? W ne?
RORY
Yeah, sure.
| shmael defl ates.
| SHVAEL
Ch. | don’t actually have any w ne.
| didn’t think you' d say yes.
RORY
(smling)

"1l just have whatever you're
havi ng, then.

| SHVAEL
| actually had some water earlier
so |’ m not havi ng anyt hi ng.

RORY
kay. That’'s fine. Watever.

| shmael sits next to Rory.
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RORY ( CONT.)
So...what are you | ooking for on
Gindr?

| SHVAEL

What do you nean?

RORY
It’s like...do you want a hook- up,
or a boyfriend, or to buy Crystal
Met h?

| SHVAEL
Ch. | don’'t know. | just got out of
a long relationship really recently
so | don't think I want to junp
i nto anot her.

RORY
That’s cool. | actually have a
boyfri end.
(t hen)
Don't worry, he’s cool with it.
Whenever he’'s out of town | get to

pl ay.
Rory smiles. |shmael nods.

RORY
You' re cute.

| SHVAEL
Thanks.

There’s a long, five-second silence. Ishmael struggles to
find something to say:

| SHVAEL ( CONT. )
| 1ike your puka-shell neckl ace.
haven’t seen one in a while,.

Rory sm | es again and KI SSES | shnmael . |shnmael reciprocates
tentatively.

RORY
Is this okay?

| shmael nods.
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SOON AFTER

Rory renoves |Ishmael’s shirt, laying on top of him They
ki ss agai n.

RORY
Just one thing.
| SHVAEL
Hm?
RORY
|’ mtrans.
| SHVAEL
Huh. Okay. That’s okay. So you're
transitioning? | didn't know, 1’ve

been calling you "Rory" this whol e
time but you probably hate that
name - -

RORY
No, | chose "Rory". I'm
femal e-to-mal e trans.

| shmael sits up.

RORY ( CONT.)
| actually transitioned a few years
ago.
| SHVAEL
kay.
RORY
You don’t seem okay with this.
| SHVAEL
No, I -- | conpletely support your,
whol e thing, your deal. | do.
RORY
| feel Iike you re not confortable.

| shmael racks his brain, brimmng with questions. He slowy
asks:

| SHMAEL
Do you have a vagi na?

RORY
| like to think I have ny own
version of a dick. A boy-clit.
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| shmeel takes a deep breath re: this.

| SHVAEL
Ckay. But in actual reality, you
have a vagi na?

RORY
In a purely technical sense, yes.

| SHVAEL
kay. Ckay.

| shmael nods. Negotiating with hinself.

RORY
Look. . .

Rory takes his shirt off.

RORY
(pointing to chest)
|’ ve had surgery. And I'’m a bottom
There’s no reason for this to --

| SHVAEL

How coul d you possibly be a top?
RORY

Excuse ne?
| SHVAEL

You just said you're a bottomlike
there’s any other way this could
possi bly work?

Rory st ands.

RORY
" mno |onger confortable with this
conversati on.

| SHVAEL
(def ensi ve)
You can’t be surprised | have
guestions. You could have warned ne
on the app.

RORY
Warned you? I'mtrans, |’mnot HV
positive.
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| SHVAEL
Oh, | would definitely still have
sex with you if you had HV.
Rory, bew | dered, shakes his head and turns to | eave.
| shmael st ands.

| SHVAEL
Wai t .

Rory, rolling his eyes, turns around.

| SHVAEL
| guess you can give ne a beej?

Rory | eaves.

I NT. SOUND STAGE - COWERCI AL SET - CRAFT SERVI CE - DAY

| shmael picks up a cream cheese bagel fromthe craft service
table, taking a bite.

He recoils fromthe taste. Places the bagel back where he
got it.

ABNER (O S)
Hey. Witer.

| shmael spins around. ABNER, dressed in a jacket much too
big for himand appearing to be maybe a young twenty.

| SHAMEL
Yeah?

ABNER
You wote this, right?

Abner gestures to the shoot going on behind them- an
ACTRESS st andi ng on the sound-stage wearing a T-shirt
enbl azoned "vagi nal yeast"” is prinping for the canera.

| SHVAEL
Sort of. Copywiter for Frink
Phar naceut i cal s.

Abner extends a hand shake.

ABNER
Abner Abronowi tz. Producer.
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| SHVAEL
| shmael . Nice to neet you
(1 ooki ng at Abner)
You' re a producer? | thought you
were an intern.

ABNER
Ha-ha. | have a baby-face.

Abner picks up a Yoohoo fromthe craft service table,
sipping it.

ABNER
Anyway, | quite |ike the copy. |
like howit’s not self-effacing.
Consi dering the subject, a |lazier
witer would have been tenpted to
make the whol e thing a joke.

In the background, the Actress m nes scratching her crotch
absurdly.

| SHVAEL
Thank you. | also wote the copy
for --

ABNER
Oh. | know. |’'ve been follow ng you
for years.

| SHVAEL
"Years"? Seriously - how old are
you?

ABNER
Ha-ha. I'mstaffing witers for a

new show that just got picked up
for series. You m ght have seen the
pilot. Ainsworth’s Practice. It's a
medi cal drama about a sexy doct or
who works at a small inner-city
hospital and finds love with a
young nurse, who is also very sexy.
Films in Brooklyn.

| SHVAEL

No. What network is it on?
ABNER

It’s not on a network. Here's ny

card.

He hands hi m a busi ness card.
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ABNER
You have an agent?

| SHVAEL
Yeah, but --

ABNER
Geat. Email ne his details and he
and I will have a chat about you.

| SHVAEL

(excited)

Sure. Sure thing. Ch ny god. Hey,
just, re: nmy agent -- he's not good
between 10 AM and 5 PM Y know how
it is.

ABNER
That’ s essentially all of business
hours.

| SHVAEL

(ignoring him
Thank you so nuch for the
opportunity, Abner.
Abner does the "finger guns” and wal ks away.
| shmael stands, gleefully shocked.
A PRODUCTI ON ASSI STANT swi ngs by, grabbing the bagel |shnae
took a bite of.

| NT. SUBWAY CAR - NI GHT

A busy car. The Therem n player is back, and it sonehow
sounds worse than before.

| shmael , standing, still filled with joy, scrolls his
contacts |ist.

Hi s finger hovers over Charlie. Considers dialing.
He rings Danica instead.

DANI CA (V. O
(voi cemai | nessage)
You’ ve reached Danica and Bridgett.
| can’t get to the phone. Please
don’t | eave a nessage.

| shmael rolls his eyes. Stares at his phone. Dials "Mnf. A
sweet, fenml e voice answers.
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MOM (V. O
| shmael , sweetie. What’'s wong?

| SHVAEL
(into phone)
Not hi ng. | have good news. | think
| got offered a job.

MOM (V. O
| can’t hear you. There's lots of
noi se. |s sonmeone pl aying the
t herem n?

| SHVAEL
|’mon the train. Wit a sec..

| shmeel wal ks to the end of the car, and opens the door and
wal ks into ...

ANOTHER SUBWAY CAR

Qui et. Less packed.

| SHVAEL
| was saying | think I got a job. A
witing job.

MOM (V. O
Don’t you al ready do that?

| SHVAEL
No, | nean witing on a TV show.

MOM (V. O
On! That’ s amazing! Sweetie, 1'mso
proud.

(beat)

How nuch does it pay? Can we stop
payi ng off your credit card?

| SHVAEL
| don’t know. The producer is
calling ny agent. It m ght not be
that nmuch, it’s not on a network.

MOM (V. O
Vll, that’s still amazing! Hey,
why don’t ne and your father cone
into the city tonight to cel ebrate?
We can do cocai ne together.
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| SHVAEL
No, thanks Mom | m ght hang out
with Danica if she’s not busy.

MOM (V. O
Oh. Well that's fine too. You don't
need Charlie to celebrate, right?

| SHVAEL
Uh huh. .
Long silence. Momtries to fill it:
MOM (V. O
| love you so nmuch. I'’mso bl essed
to have you and your father. | |ove

you both so nuch. Equally.

| SHMAEL
| think you' re supposed to | ove ne
nore than Dad.

MOM (V. O
| have no favorites.

CUT TO
TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN:. "Chapter 3: Death By Police-Horse"

| NT. BREADTUBE. COM HEADQUARTERS - RECEPTI ON - DAY

| shmael approaches the reception desk at the trendy
BreadTube headquarters. STAFF MEMBERS pl ay pi ng-pong and
arcade ganes, etc.

| shmael watches as an EXECUTI VE enters the reception by
sliding down a slippery-slide, briefcase in hand, very
seriously.

| shmael attenpts to get the surly RECEPTIONI ST'S attention.

| SHMAEL
H. H.

The Receptionist, on the phone, holds up a finger - one
m nut e.

RECEPTI ONI ST
(into phone)
You can’t just have cheese for
every neal. Don’t you dare hang up.
"1l send the neighbors over. And
no nore Incel vlogs. Bye. Love you.
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She | ooks to Ishmael, hanging up.

| SHVAEL
Ch, uh, it’s ny first day. I'ma
witer for Ainsworth’s Practice.
was told to cone here by ny agent.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Ch. That.

The Receptioni st types on her conputer.

RECEPTI ONI ST ( CONT)
Wit a nmonment.

| shmael nods and stands patiently.

RECEPTI ONI ST ( CONT)
Not here. There.

She points to the corner of the room Ishnael wal ks over
obedi ent | y.

He | ooks to the front doors. An inportant-seem ng

BUSI NESS- MAN enter and wal ks a cat on a | eash. He
non-verbally greets the receptionist and enters. |shmael
| ooks on qui zzically.

A hurried production assistant MERVYN (20s) approaches
| shmael and i mmedi ately grabs himby the arm | eading him
towards the office.

MERVYN

(rapidly)
Finally. The E.P's about to start a
muster neeting with the witing
staff. Everybody’ s going crazy. Qur
femal e | ead got kicked by police
horse and we only just got a
repl acenent.

| shmael nods, following himas the enter the..

BREADTUBE BULL- PEN

...which is even nore chaotic. WRI TERS, PRODUCERS, and
ASSI STANTS rush around | shmael and Mervyn as they wal k
t hrough. The cat that was on a | eash now runs free, the
| eash trailing behind it.



33.

MERVYN
Apparently the E.P had to re-wite
t he second epi sode because the new
female lead is ten years younger
and very clearly not Asian. W even
consi dered make-up, |ike M ckey
Rooney in Breakfast at Tiffany’s.
W got way too close to actually
doi ng that.

| SHVAEL
Ri ght .

MERVYN
This is the witer’s room

He points to a door. They enter.

INT. WRITER S ROOM - BREADTUBE - DAY

| shmael enters. Mervyn | eaves inmedi ately.

The office has three WRITERS, all white and geeky, sitting
around a conference table with their | aptops. A whiteboard
with a conplicated network of post-its and season plotting
on it is behind them

| shmael sits, awkwardly wavi ng.

| SHVAEL
" m | shmael .

Witer 1, BRAIDEN (20s), shakes his hand across the table.

BRAI DEN
Br ai den.

Witer 2, BRAYDON (20s), waves quickly.

BRAYDON
Br aydon.

Witer 3, BRAEDEN (20s), al so waves.

BRAEDEN
Br aeden.

None of them conmment on this.
BRAI DEN

W' re just waiting on CGus, the E. P.
Be warned - he’s in a foul npod.
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BRAYDON
And the diversity hire.

The door opens. JESSI CA (20s), a confident black woman with
beauti ful natural hair, using a wheelchair, enters and joins
t hem

She i ntroduces herself to | shnmael.

JESSI CA
Anot her Brai den?

| SHMVAEL
| m | shmael .

JESSI CA
"Call ne Ishnmael".

| SHVAEL

(smling)

Hey. | actually get that joke now.
Jessica returns a friendly smle.

JESSI CA
So where were we? The --

The door opens again. GJUS (40s), overwei ght, sweaty and
exhausted, enters with a purposeful gait.

aUs
kay. Witers.
(to Ishnmael)

H. | liked your spec. Real funny.
| SHVAEL
It wasn’'t a conedy --
GUS
(to all)

Alright, so, before you hear it
sonewhere el se, yes, Li-Chin has
died as a result of the police
horse incident. It’'s a tragedy. But
we’ ve managed to nove on, as a
production, and re-cast her role. |
want you to get to know these faces

GQus places two head-shots on the board and wites character
nanmes underneath them the first says "Harry A nsworth",
with a photo of a handsonme, m d-40s bl ack actor JEREMY, an
I dris El ba-type.
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GUS ( CONT)
Qur lead...played by Jereny, who
you’' ve all net.

Anot her nane is witten, "Leanne"... Qs places a HEAD- SHOT
OF PATI ENCE under the nane. |shmael recoils.

GUS (CONT)
Leanne is now played by Patience
Pol anski, who you haven't net, but
obviously is not Chinese. |’ve made
sone edits...

Everyone opens their | aptops and accesses a shared drive.
Gus pushes a laptop to Ishnael.

GUS (CONT)
...to reflect this.

Gus W pes stress-sweat fromhis brow
GUS ((CONT)
So | think I can still confidently
say that Breadtube.conis first
origi nal programm ng show is
sonet hing we can all be proud of.

Everyone claps, as if this is profound. |shmael stresses.

EXT. BROOKLYN - BREADTUBE. COM CFFI CES - N GHT

| shmael exits the building after his first day, into the
Br ookl yn street. He | ooks back at the buil ding.

Two WORKERS on | adders renove a banner poster for
"Ainsworth’s Practice", featuring Jereny, the lead, in
nmedi cal scrubs, kissing LI-CH N a Chinese actress.

Next to the renoved poster is the replacenent: the sane
poster featuring Jereny kissing Patience.

I NT. DANI CA AND BRI DGETT' S APARTMENT - N GHT

| shmael paces the nodern but small space. Danica sits at the
sofa, watching himand readi ng her texts.

DANI CA
You need to sit down. You're
starting to sweat.



| SHVAEL
| can’t. | have to work with her

DANI CA
You just got a dreamjob. You can’'t
et Charlie and Patience ruin that,
t 0o.

| shmael st ops.

| SHVAEL
Wiy can’t anything ever be good?
DANI CA
(noddi ng)
Ckay.
| SHVAEL
wel | ?
DANI CA

| just don’t get it. How likely are
you actually going to be on set and
see her, like with your eyes?

| SHVAEL
Al the tine! GQus directs every
epi sode and wants us on set once a
week. Once a week! | have to see
her once a week. And what if
Charlie comes to set? | need a
cigarette.

Dani ca | ooks around. No sign of Bridgette.

DANI CA
Fi ne.
| shmael |ights a cigarette and conti nues pacing.
DANI CA ( CONT)

He shakes

s it a deal breaker? You can
probably conme back. | think Eve
actually |iked you.

hi s head.
| SHVAEL

Maybe sonething will happen. They
got rid of the last fenale |ead.

36.



37.

DANI CA
You said she got kicked by a police
horse and di ed. The quota for
pol i ce horse deaths has al ready
been nmet for the year.

| SHVAEL
Ugh.
| shmael frustratedly sits down.
DANI CA
At | east you' re not noving anynore.
| SHVAEL
That’'s true. | was never going to

get that job, anyway.

BRI DGETT (|l ate 20s, severe; a fortress of a woman), enters
t hrough the front door carrying groceries.

BRI DGETT
(sarcastic)
Nope...don't hel p the pregnant
wonman. . .

DANI CA
Hey, babe.

She puts the bags on the counter, then spots |Ishnael.

| shrmael hides the lit cigarette, placing his hand down
besi de the sof a.

BRI DGETT
(col dly)
Oh. You're here. H, |shnnel
| SHAMEL

Hey, Bridgette. Congratul ations.
How are you feeling?

BRI DGETT
Danica, can | talk to you?

Dani ca sighs quietly, standing and wal ki ng off the kitchen
with Bridgett.

| shmael puts the cigarette butt in a pot plant.

Dani ca returns. Bridgette stands pointedly in the kitchen,
just barely visible.
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DANI CA
(quitely, to Ishnael)
Yeah, you have to | eave
i mredi atel y.

CUT TO
TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN: "Chapter 4: One of the Tragi conedi es"”

| NT. BREADTUBE - TELEVI SI ON SET - CRAFT SERVI CES - DAY

| shmael neanders near the craft-services table (again).
He touches a bagel, considering it, before putting it back.

CRAFT SERVI CES GQJY (O S)
Pl ease don't do that.

A CRAFT SERVI CES GQUY gl ares at Ishmael. Ishmael turns to
| ook at the set across the room

Qus, directing, stands fromhis chair.

GUS
Cut, please.

Patience, in character in a shoddy nurses’s costune, happily
hugs her co-star Jereny, also in costune.

The crew re-ani mates happily.
GUS
That’s a wap on epi sode two,
everyone!
Sonme CLAPS and WOOHS, disparate.

Jessi ca approaches |shnael .

JESSI CA
You comng to drinks with everyone?
In the city?

| SHVAEL

Eh. ...

| shmael | ooks across at Patience. For a nonent, they | ock
eyes awkwardly. He returns to Jessi ca.

| SHVAEL ( CONT)
Maybe. Are you coni ng?
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JESSI CA
May as well. Cone on. The Braidens
won’t be there, thank god.

| SHVAEL
Fi ne.

INT. SHITTY BAR - DOMTOM - N GHT

Jessica and |Ishrmael are the noisy bar, sipping their drinks.
| shmael | ooks despondent.

The CAST and CREWnpstly sit at booths behind them a
jubilant Gus holding court telling an ani mated anecdot e.

JESSI CA
This your first show?
| SHVAEL
Yeah. | feel like |I’mbeing too
qui et in the room sonetines.
JESSI CA
It doesn’t matter.
| SHVAEL
Maybe not for you.
JESSI CA
Wiy is that?
| SHVAEL
Because you're..
JESSI CA
(smling)

Say it.
| shmael rolls his eyes.

| SHVAEL
Conme on.

JESSI CA
| know they all think I'ma
diversity hire or whatever. But |I'm
not. My specs don’t say "witten by
Jessi ca Wodhouse, who is in a
wheel chair and al so bl ack"”. And |
didn’t have an agent back then to
say that on ny behalf. Hell, |
didn’t even use ny real nane.
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| SHVAEL
Jessica’ s not your real nane?

JESSI CA
"Aal i yah Washi ngton".

| SHVAEL
That is a very bl ack nane.

Patience timdly approaches, interrupting, drink in hand.

PATI ENCE
Is it okay if I sit here?

| shmael remai ns quiet.

JESSI CA
No, of course. |'m Jessica. One of
the witers.

PATI ENCE
Hi .

Patience smles warmy at her.

There’s a long silence as Ishmael sits in an awkward fury.

PATI ENCE ( CONT)
(politely)
Jessica, would you mnd if Ishmae
and | spoke al one?

Jessica | ooks to Ishmael. He shrugs. She | eaves.

PATI ENCE ( CONT)
| shmael , |1’ve been wanting to
apol ogi ze. 1’m so happy to have to
this job and I don’t want any
awkwar dness or whatever at work. |
just want to do ny job and keep
getting along wth everyone.

| SHVAEL

That’s fine. W don’t have to talk.
PATI ENCE

But we do! | wanted to tell you

everyt hi ng when this happened. Did
Charlie ever say that to you?

| SHMAEL
(l'ying)
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PATI ENCE
Vell, | did. I"'mnot a bad person.
Charlie mght be. | don’t know. |’m
still getting to know him | don’t

think he is. And | don’t think you
are, either.

| SHVAEL

You don’t think I’ma bad person?
PATI ENCE

Wiy would 17
| SHVAEL

| dunno, like, ny behavior and the

things | say and do and treat
peopl e and just ny personality?

PATI ENCE
Well, I'd like to get to know you
and find out for nyself.

Pati ence smles, holding out her hand to shake. |shmael
begrudges in returning it.

PATI ENCE ( CONT)
And | really did like your witing
Charlie showed ne. |’ m not
surprised you got staffed.

| shmeel tries to remain sullen, but can’t with a conplinent.

| SHVAEL
Thanks. | appreciate that.
(beat)
Hey. | have to ask - you said
you' re still getting to know
Charlie. But I know you noved in
with himin the Village?

PATI ENCE
How di d you know t hat ?
Spr ung.
| SHMVAEL
Unh...just heard.
PATI ENCE
Yeah, it'’s weird. And fast. If it
doesn’'t work it'll be bad. But if
it does, we'll have a head start on

our relationship. And have ski pped
all the bullshit.
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She shrugs. This hurts Ishnael.

PATI ENCE ( CONT)
|’ m sorry.
(beat)
And I'msorry we didn’t invite you
to the housewarm ng.

| SHVAEL
It would have been weird if | cane
anyway.

PATI ENCE

Doesn’t need to be.

Pati ence | ooks around. Everyone they work with is still in
their own little cliques.

PATI ENCE ( CONT)
You wanna see it? The apartnent.
It’s the first nice place |’ ve ever
lived.

| SHVAEL
VWhat about...?

PATI ENCE
He’' s upstate. Rehearsing sone
Moliere play they re stagi ng. One

of the tragiconedies, | think.
want you to see the place. Were do
you |ive?
| SHVAEL
(ashaned)

Washi ngt on Hei ghts. ..

PATI ENCE
Geat! It’s on the way.

EXT. GREENW CH VI LLAGE - SI DEWALK - N GHT

| shmael and Patience wal k side-by-side.

| SHMAEL
Do you mind if | snoke?

She shakes her head.

PATI ENCE
|’ ve been vaping. But | mss it.

He hands her a cigarette, lighting it for her.
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| SHVAEL
Her e.

PATI ENCE
Ch...the real thing is so nuch
better.

| shmeel nods with a smle and Patience takes a drag.
| SHVAEL
|’ m al ways paranoi d vapes are goi ng
to explode in ny face or sonme shit.

PATI ENCE
Hey....you have any weed?

| NT. PATI ENCE AND CHARLI E'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

They enter. Patience switches the lights on. It’s a
beauti ful and nodern converted | oft.

Pati ence | eads hi mthrough the common area.

PATI ENCE
My parents have offered to re-do
the kitchen but | kind of like it.
It’s already, |ike white-people
boho enough in here, "tbh"

| SHVAEL
This place is |like the kind of
apartnent college kids from
Okl ahoma think they' re going to
live in when they get on the bus.

Pati ence | aughs. Ishmael wal ks into a sunken entertai nnment
area, sitting on a sofa. He reveals a joint.

| SHVAEL
You still wanna get high?

LATER

Sitting together, both stoned, Patience and |shmael | augh
heartily.

| SHMAEL
Oh ny god, he still snores?
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It’s not even a problemthat he
snores! It’'s just he gets so
defensive if you bring it up, like
he’s trying to gaslight you or

somet hi ng?

| SHMAEL

(imtating Charlie)
"Snoring is for obese people, do |

| ook obese to you?".

PATI ENCE
Ch god. So true.

| shmael sm | es.

| SHVAEL
| have a conf essi on.

cat-fished

you on I nstagram a nonth ago.

PATI ENCE
What ?
| SHVAEL
Before the show, obviously. | nade

a fake I G and added you so | could,
i ke, hate-watch yours’ and
Charlie’ s posts and stories. |
think I nessaged you at one point.

Patience stares at Ishnael - deadly serious. Then breaks

into LOUD, SNORTI NG LAUGHTER
PATI ENCE

Ch ny god, that is the saddest
thing in the world! Wait -- were
you the one who Dved ne about ny
five-second speaking role on SVU?

| SHMVAEL

Yeah. | told ny friend how nuch it
pi ssed nme off that you were so nice

to ne.

PATI ENCE
Soz. Just bein nme.

Pati ence grabs |shmael’ s phone,
foll ows herself.

and opens | nstagram She



45.

PATI ENCE ( CONT)
No nore cat-fishing required.

The front door opens. Charlie enters. He doesn’'t seem
| shmael straight away.

| shmeel s face drops. He's stoned, and feels |Iike he's been
"caught".

CHARLI E
| ' m back, babe.
(t hen)

Can | snell weed?

Pati ence stands, wal king to the door, huggi ng himhell o.

PATI ENCE
Yeah. Me and Ishnael left the wap
party early.

CHARLI E

| shmael ?
Charlie spins around, spotting him

Pat hetically, with red bl oodshot eyes, Ishnael offers a |linp
wave.

| SHVAEL
H, Charlie.

Charlie doesn’'t know what to do.

PATI ENCE AND CHARLIE'S KI TCHEN - SOON AFTER

Away fromthe living room Charlie and Patience engage in a
qui etl y- heat ed di scussi on.

CHARLI E
| feel like | shouldn't need to
specify that you don’t bring ny
awful ex to our house.

PATI ENCE
He’s not awful, Charlie. You know
that. And he’s nmy coworker. | want
things civil. And | want himto
cone to our. ..

Pati ence | ooks around, nmaking sure Ishmael is out of ear
shot .
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PATI ENCE ( CONT)
...EENGAGE-ME-NT party. So he
knows what's happeni ng.

CHARLI E
He can spell.
pause)
And with adult relationships...you
just don’t do this.

PATI ENCE
What ?? - "Adult relationships"?
Because |’ m younger than you,
you' re all of a sudden right? Is
this really happening again -
shitting on ne because |I'm
twenty-one and you're |like, old as
shit?

Charlie throws his hands up.

CHARLI E
VWhatever. I'mtwenty six. You're
fuckin stoned. Do whatever. You
probably shouldn’t tell himwhat
kind of party it is, though. He'l

flip out. I know him

PATI ENCE
Duh. That’s why it’s a surprise
party..

| NT. PATI ENCE AND CHARLI E'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

| shmael now stands by the wall, |ooking at photos. One of
the photos depicts Charlie and Patience hol ding hands at the
Guggenheim Another is an "artsy canvas nude" of the pair,
genital s everywhere.

PATI ENCE (QO. S)
| shrmael ?

He turns out. Patience stands in the doorway.

PATI ENCE
Charlie and | would like to invite
you to a party next Saturday night.
Here. And then we’ve reserved sone
booths as Claffita’ s downstairs for
drinks later in the night. Ww'd
| ove you there.
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| SHMAEL
Just a regular party? No occasion?

PATI ENCE
The occasion is we want to see our
favorite people.

| shmeel | ooks past Patience at Charlie, who's still in the
kitchen. He offers perhaps the nost begrudging nod in the
wor | d.

| SHVAEL
Sure. Can | bring ny friend Danica?

Charlie cringes to hinself.

PATI ENCE
Yep. Cool. Dress nice.

Pati ence waves. Charlie disappears into a bedroom sul ki ng.

INT. ITSHVAEL'S STUDIO - NIGHT - A WEEK LATER

Dani ca, gussied up, watches Ishnael as he preens his hair in
the studio’'s single mrror (which is in the kitchen).

| SHVAEL
She says "dress nice"...ugh.
DANI CA
Bridgett had our second sonogram
t oday.
| SHVAEL
Uh huh.

Di stracted, he roots through a drawer full of jeans and
sl acks.

DANI CA
Yeah...it was nothing bad bad, and
| didn't really get it, but the
doctor wants to run sone |ike,
chronosonal tests on the fetus
guess. Like, again, he didn't say
anything definitive but | think
Bridgett’s spinning out because
nei ther of us really understood and
we haven’t found a Doula we really
click with..



| SHVAEL
What about these jeans? Are they
ni ce enough?

Dani ca responds curtly.

He keeps

DANI CA
Maybe you could try not wearing
| eans.

| SHVAEL
Sl acks feels |ike too nmnuch. He
knows | don’t even wear slacks to
wor k.

DANI CA
Bl ack jeans, then. No rips, no
hol es.

ooki ng for cl othes.

DANI CA ( CONT. )
And wear a button-up. Cbviously.

| SHVAEL
Duh.

DANI CA
Is this really all for hin And
Pati ence?

| SHVAEL
No. I'mjust sick of the
"ironically detached” thing. | want

to be taking something seriously.
Or...be seen to be taking it
seriously.

(he thinks)
But not too seriously. Like not
sl acks-seri ous.

DANI CA
kay. | say this in the nicest way
possi bl e: you have never been
"ironically detached" fromthis
thing, at all. You have rum nated
about hi m obsessively for nonths.

| SHVAEL
Ww. | can’t believe the was the
ni cest way you coul d have possibly
said that.
(beat)
Wanna pre-gane?

48.
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| NT. / EXT. NYC CAB - NI GHT

| shmael and Danica take turns sipping froma flask in the
back seat, heading into a nicer nei ghborhood.

| NT. PATIENCE AND CHARLIE'S APARTMENT - LI'VING ROOM - N GHT

String lights. Cranped with hipsters, actors, and Tunblr

ki ds. Conspi cuously obscure nusic is playing (probably D ane
Cl uck) .

| shmael and Dani ca enter gracel essly. Drunk.

Dani ca spots sonmeone across the room

DANI CA
Hey! 1daho’s here.
| SHVAEL
Connecti cut |Idaho or Idaho from
wor k?
DANI CA
No, Idaho fromcollege. |’ m gonna

go say hello.

| SHVAEL
Ch.

She | eaves.
| shmael wanders through the party.

He spies Patience enter the kitchen, artfully fleeing a
conversation wth a PARTI GOER

He foll ows her.

KI TCHEN

Pati ence wal ks to a counter island surrounded by Charlie,
and the coupl es’ COOLEST FRI ENDS

| shmael watches as Charlie and Patience are handed two |ines
of coke off an artisinal wooden board. They both snort the
i nes and everybody | aughs.

| shmael , now standi ng awkwardly in the doorway, is seen by a
wi de- eyed Pati ence.
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PATI ENCE
| shnmael !

She rushes over, hugging him He returns the hug stiffly.

| SHVAEL
Hey. ..

PATI ENCE
You cane!

Charlie wal ks of f w thout saying anything. The Cool Friends
di sperse.

PATI ENCE ( CONT)
(conspiratorially)
You want some coke?

| SHVAEL
Li quor ?

PATI ENCE
Yes! Let’'s do shots!

Patience, jittery and excited, |ooks around to realize
everyone has left the room

PATI ENCE ( CONT)

Ch. well, Il get us sone shots.
| SHVAEL

kay. |I’mjust gonna go to the

bat hr oom

| NT. PATI ENCE AND CHARLI E'S APARTMENT - BATHROOM - NI GHT

Charlie tends to a coke-rel ated bl ood nose at the mrror.
There’s a knock. He ignores it, fiddling with a Kl eenex.

| shmael enters.

| SHVAEL
Oh.
He turns to | eave.
CHARLI E
It’s fine. 1'"mdone. |’ m going.

| shrael nods. Wal ks over to the toil et.

Charlie heads to the doorway.
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CHARLI E ( CONT)
Do you actually have to pee or are
you doi ng that thing you used to
do? Where you escape to the
bat hroom when t hi ngs get weird?

| SHMAEL
| could definitely pee. And things
aren’t weird.

CHARLI E
This is weird, |shmael

| shmael shrugs.

| SHMAEL
What do you want nme to do? She
invited me.
(beat)

Patience is really nice. Like,
genui nely nice.

Charlie smles.

CHARLI E
| know.

| SHVAEL
VWhat's that |ike?

CHARLI| E
VWhat’'s what |i ke?

| SHVAEL
To be with...a nice person.

Charlie sigh. He | eans agai nst the counter top.

CHARLI E
You were nice, |Ishmael. Sonetines.

| SHVAEL
| wasn’t fishing for a conplinent--

CHARLI E
You just...you just got too w apped
in your head sonetines.

| SHVAEL
kay.
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CHARLI E
How s the job?

| shmael shrugs agai n.

| SHVAEL

| don’t...I"’mnot good in a room
CHARLI E

|"msure you' Il settle in.
| SHVAEL

| think | made a new friend,
t hough. On the witing staff. She's

fully in a wheelchair, like, zero
wal king ability. But she’'s cool.
(beat)

|’ ve never had a black friend.
Charlie smles, stepping towards |shmael.

CHARLI E
That' s cool .

Charlie kisses Ishmael slowy.

| shmael excitedly kisses Charlie back. Charlie s crotch
brushes agai nst |Ishnael’s |eg.

| SHVAEL
You' re really hard..

CHARLI E
It’s the coke.

Charlie kisses Ishmael again as Ishmael pulls down Charlie’s
pants.

| shmeel , half crouched, starts gracelessly jerking Charlie
of f.

They stop kissing as Ishnael focuses. Charlie stares off
i nto space.

The sequence starts to go on way too |ong, as...

Charlie’ s nose starts bl eeding, again. Charlie snaps out of
it, puling away from | shmael

CHARLI E
Fuck is wong wth you?

Charlie exits.
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| NT. PATI ENCE AND CHARLI E'S APARTMENT - LATER

| shmael rejoins Danica in the back of the room
hal f-satisfied with hinself.

DANI CA
What are you smiling about?

| SHMAEL

(grinning)
Gave hima hand-j ob.

DANI CA
VWhat ? Who? --

PATI ENCE ( Q. S)
Everyone! Quiet, please!

Pati ence, across the room SW TCHES THE LI GHTS on and off
for attention.

PATI ENCE
(to the roomn
Thanks everyone for com ng.

Charlie joins her side, putting his arm around her.
PATI ENCE ( CONT)
Charlie and | have an announcenent.
Sone of you are gonna be shocked,
but. ..

A few MJURMURS. Patience grins. She shows her ring finger to
t he whol e room

PATI ENCE ( CONT)
....Wwe got engaged!

Li ght APPLAUSE/ WOOHs. Fenal e FRI ENDS approach her, excitedly
huggi ng and cheek-ki ssing. Hi gh-fives for Charlie etc.

| shmael is speechless...

CUT TGO

EXT. GREENW CH VI LLAGE - STREET - N GHT

| shmael drunkenly PUKES into the gutter. Danica
synpat hetically pats himon the back.
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DANI CA
Ch, sweeti e.

| SHVAEL
How coul d he?

He vom ts again.

TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN:. "Chapter 5. Death By Lightning Strike"

INT. WRITER S ROOM - BREADTUBE - DAY

The wwiters sit around the conference table, in discussion.
Qs | eads the room

BRAI DEN
| think this is an inappropriate
scene for that character to inply
they can solve the |srael/Pal estine
conflict.

He turns his |aptop screen to Braydon.

BRAYDON
Ch. That line was neant to go to
Judy. My m st ake.

BRAI DEN
Ch yeah. That actually works really
wel | .

He types.
| shmael watches on. H's phone RINGS - call from Mom
He ignores the call, silencing it. Jessica nudges him

JESSI CA

(quietly)
| shnmael . You have to talk.

He searches for words.

| SHVAEL
Maybe Ainsworth has a big secret.
And i ke we don’t know straight
away. W learn a little nore about
it and in the finale we find out.
We still have twenty nore episodes
to film we could just add in sone
shots of himlooking at a photo in
his wal |l et brooding-1y.



BRAYDON
That’s not a word.

There’s a |l ong silence.

QJs
VWhat woul d the secret be?

| SHVAEL
Maybe he...nmaybe he isn’t a doctor
at all? O he is, but his nane
isnt Ainsworth. Like he's...stolen
soneone’s identity.

BRAYDON
Yeah, that’'s Mad Men.

BRAI DEN
You just wote Mad Men.

GUs
That is, indeed, Mad Men. But |
like the idea of the cliffhanger
bei ng Leanne finding a dark secret.
GQus types sonething. Ishmael smles.
Hi s phone vibrates - another call from Mom

| SHVAEL
| think | have to take this.

They all shrug.

| shmael steps into an annex office.

ANNEX OFFI CE

He answers the phone.

| SHVAEL
What, Monf

Through the phone, we hear an angui shed cry.

| SHVAEL ( CONT.)
Ch, god, what is it?
(pause)
What ? How?
(pause)
Are you ki ddi ng?
(pause)
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| SHVAEL ( CONT.)
| don’t wanna go to New Jersey.

(pause)
No, | understand | have to. | just
don’t want to.

(pause)
Okay. Ckay. 1’'l1 go honme and pack.
Bye. Ch, wait -- can | bring
Dani ca?

(pause)

kay.

He hangs up and wal ks back into the witer’s room

WRI TER' S ROOM

| SHVAEL ( CONT. )
Gus, | have to go.

GUSs
You can't. W're witing the ADR
sequences | ater.

| SHVAEL
No, I....it’s an emergency.

BRAI DEN
VWhat’ s the energency?

JESSI CA
Shut -up, Braydon. It’s none of your
busi ness.

BRAI DEN
| " m Brai den not Braydon. | can tel
you' re spelling it wong in your
head.

| SHVAEL

My Dad got struck by lightning on a
gol f course earlier this norning
and. . . di ed.

There is a long silence.

Jessica grabs |Ishmael’s hand.

&Js
Un ..you can go.
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JESSI CA
Are you okay?

| SHVAEL
| think I"'min shock?
(pause)
Ha- ha. I n shock.
(pause)

I NT. TRAIN - DAY

Dani ca and Ishnael sit in the train car, weekend | uggage by
their side, watching the shitty New Jersey sights fly by.
Dani ca grabs Ishmael’s hand warnly.

| SHVAEL
Thank you for com ng

DANI CA
It’s no problem Your Dad...he was
t he best.

| SHVAEL
You both | oved golf.

Dani ca nods.

I NT. TRUDY’ S HOME - FOYER - DAY

| shmael and Danica enter the foyer of his chil dhood hone.
It’s not quite a McMansion but is really trying its’ best to
be.

| SHVAEL
(shouti ng)
Mon? Aunt Cecilia?

They put their bags down and start wal king through the hone.

TRUDY (Q. S)
|’"min the den.

They wal k through the house. They pass a framed photo of a
TEENAGED | SHMAEL, braces, holding a congratul atory pl ague
proudly. It reads "RUNNER UP - JUST | N GENERAL".
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THE DEN - DAY

TRUDY (50s), WASP-ey and distraught, sits on the sofa. She
stands, seeing |Ishnael and Dani ca.

She enbraces | shmael .

| SHVAEL
Momy.

DANI CA
|’ m so sorry, Trudy.

Trudy hugs Danica, too.

TRUDI
Oh, he loved you so nuch, Danica.

Trudy smles through her distress.

| SHVAEL
Mom where’s Aunt Cecilia?

TRUDY
She’s on her way, she’s doing a
cleanse so it’s slowed her right
down.
(beat)
Did you bring it?

| SHMVAEL
Yeah.

| shmeel sits with Trudy, revealing a joint and a lighter
fromhis pocket. He gives it to Trudy and lights it after
she puts it in her nmouth. She takes a drag and passes it to
hi m

| SHVAEL
Is Aunt Cecilia going to stay with
you after the funeral ?

TRUDY
Oh...I don’'t know. She’s got a | ot
going on with Herbalife.

| shmael nods.
| SHVAEL

"1l stay with you for a while,
Mom [’1l deal w th work.
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TRUDY
That woul d be nice.
(to Danica)
Ch, sorry.

Trudy passes her the joint.
DANI CA
... Thanks.

| NT. PROTESTANT CHURCH - DAY

A REVEREND, bored and slightly angry, orates to the snall
funeral congregation. A casket with a franed photo of GEORGE
(50s), Ishmael’s dad, a chubby guy smling holding a

t axi derm ed parrot.

In the front row, Ishmael sits with Trudy, Danica, and AUNT
CECI LA (40s), a ridiculous woman who is crying way too nuch.

REVEREND
...and today we renenber GCeorge,
not just as a tal ented accountant
and taxiderm st, but as a bel oved
husband and fat her who | eaves
behind his beautiful wife Trudy, a
| oving sister Cecilia, and existing
son | shnael

| shrael | ooks at his nother. As he does so, he notes --

Pati ence and Charlie sheepishly enter the church, alittle
late, sitting in the back. Patience makes eye contact and
gi ves Ishmael a warm synpathetic grimace.

REVEREND ( CONT. )
| understand you had sone words,
Trudy?

Trudy nods and stands. |shmael grabs her hand, steadying
her, and nouth "you sure?". She nods and wal ks to the
| ectern.

TRUDY
Sonme of you know nmy husband t hrough
his work only, and that’s okay.
Some of you through his lifelike
but creative stuffed tropica
parrots, and that’s okay, too. But
| knew George..

Trudy wi pes away a tear.
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TRUDY (CONT.)
My whole life is about George and
he was all and none of those
things. If it weren’t for himl
woul dn’t have ny son, and..
(way too | ong a pause)
| just m ss ny husband. Thank you.

She sits back down. Danica pats Trudy on the back.

| shmael , i nstead, |ooks back. He | ooks right at Charlie.

EXT. TRUDY' S HOVE - BACK YARD - WAKE - DAY

A handful of the funeral CONGREGANTS now loiter in Trudy’s
backyard, a |uscious green space with canapes and hundreds
of LOOM NG STUFFED TROPI CAL BI RDS

| shmael wal ks t hrough the crowd. A few RELATI VES
confortingly smle at himas he passes. Dani ca approaches,
st oppi ng him

DANI CA
Where are you goi ng?

| SHVAEL
| just need a break.

DANI CA
Do you need ne?

| SHVAEL
No, |I'mfine.

DANI CA
Ckay. Your cousin is telling ne
about how Crossfit m ght have saved
your Dad.

| SHMVAEL
(smling)
Froma lightning strike?

DANI CA
No, | think she nmeans, like, if he
was doing Crossfit instead of
gol fing he m ght have survived..

| shmael shakes his head, anused, and wal ks towards the
house.
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I NT. TRUDY’ S HOUSE - |SHVAEL'S OLD ROOM - DAY

| shmael, forlorn, sits on his childhood bed. He | ooks at
three hangings on the wall: one is a sem -ironic Cosby Show
poster, a Usual Suspects poster featuring Kevin Spacey

prom nently, and another poster for an early Louis C K
speci al .

| SHVAEL
Hnhmm . .

| shmael stands, renoving each poster dutifully. There' s a
knock at the door.

Charlie enters tentatively.

PATI ENCE
Hey. ..

| SHVAEL
Ch. Hey .
(beat)
Thank you for comi ng. You didn't
have to.

Charlie sits on the bed with |Ishmel.

CHARLI E
What cha doin’ ?

| SHVAEL
Ch, you know. Just bringing ny
bedroominto 2020. |I'’m surprised |
didn’t have an Annie Hall poster up
here, too.

CHARLI E

If it helps, Annie Hall is the
| east creepy of his novies.

| SHVAEL
VWhere's Pati ence?

CHARLI E
Being roped into a pyramd schene
by one of your fam |y nenbers.

| SHMAEL
Oh yeah. They all love their
mul ti-1evel -marketing.

Charlie nods. Then...
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CHARLI E
How are you?

| SHVAEL
l’m ..l dunno. | just feel
like...watching my MomKkills ne. It
does. But | aspire to that. | wanna

be that sad about anyone at sone
poi nt, you know?

CHARLI E
| guess.

| SHVAEL
"Il never m ss anyone they way ny
nmom m sses ny dad.

Charlie tenderly rubs Ishmael’s arm

CHARLI E
First of all, I don't believe you.
There’s so many people who care
about --

| SHVAEL
No, not that. | know that. But

there’s no one | feel so strongly
about that it'd like, ruinm life
if they died. | thought | had that
wWith you but you essentially went
and died on ne, and ny life
still...goes.

Charlie sighs.

CHARLI E
You’ re young.

He ki sses Ishmael, a quick peck on the cheek. He tries to
cheer himup --

CHARLI E ( CONT)
Hey, | don’'t know if you' |l be back
in the city by then, by ny
cast-mate invited nme a comedy show
he’ s headl i ni ng on Wednesday, and |
don’t have anyone to go with.
Pati ence hates conedy and says it’s
"theater for the kids that beat up
the theater kids".

| shmael smil es.
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| SHMAEL
| should be back in the city by
t hen.

CHARLI E

kay. Are you sure you don’t have
to stay in Jersey? Like, for your
famly?
| shmael shakes his head, |ying.
Charlie smles.
CHARLI E
11 text you.

I NT. TRUDY' S HOUSE - FOYER - N GHT

Trudy, Danica and Ishmael farewell the |ast of the MOURNERS
as they exit the front door.

DANI CA/ TRUDY/ | SHVAEL
Bye./ Thanks./ Love, you/ You,
t oo/ etc.

Trudy turns and exits to the Den. Ishnmael checks the tinme on
hi s phone.

DANI CA

Hey, I’mgonna go and try to get a
|ate train. Love you.

| SHVAEL
Wait. Just wait a sec.

| shmael wal ks towards the Den. Danica follows him

THE DEN

| shmael approaches Trudy, who sits forlorn and exhausted on
the sofa in the detritus of the wake. Danica watches from
t he doorway.

| SHVAEL
Mom .. ?

TRUDY
Yes, honey?
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| SHVAEL
| m gonna back to the city now.
Wth Danica.

Trudy seens shocked.

TRUDY
Ch. | thought...?

| SHVAEL
| know. I, um | just can’t afford
to take tinme off work. I mght end
up with a witing credit if I goin
this week.

TRUDY
You can't wite from here?

| SHVAEL
Sorry, Mom

He kneel s down and hugs her.

| SHMAEL ( CONT)
| love you.

Trudy | ooks around at the enpty house, al one.

TRUDY
Love you, too.

Danica is disgusted. |Ishnmael waves sadly and exits the room
grabbi ng his bags.

Dani ca | ooks back at Trudy, who is deeply sad.

INT. TRAIN - NI GHT

On the last train into the city, Danica and |shmael sit
across fromeach other. Danica is distant, texting on her
phone.

| shmael watches as the city appears in the distance.

| SHVAEL
Dani ca. Dani ca.

She | ooks up.

| SHMAEL ( CONT. )
Are you nad at ne?

Dani ca crosses her arns.



DANI CA
How coul d you do that to your Mnf
| SHVAEL
Do what ?
DANI CA
Just | eave her.
| SHVAEL
| have a job. | can’t just stay in
Jersey.
DANI CA

Shut up. You're a liar. That’s not
it.

| ooks away.

| SHVAEL
What do you want from ne?

DANI CA
You're a dick. | don’t like you
right now.

| SHVAEL
VWhat ever .

DANI CA
My parents are dead, |shnael. |
can’t even i nagi ne doi ng what you
j ust did.

| SHMVAEL
oh --

DANI CA
What | would give for ny Momto be
there when ny son is born --

| SHVAEL

"Son"? Bridgett’s having a boy?
DANI CA

Yes! | told you this, Ishmael. You

don’t even listen to ne!

| SHVAEL
| do --

65.
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DANI CA
You don’t even treat ne like a
person. I'mlike a fucking sounding

board for you or sonething. Like I
just hear all your crazy and absorb
it for you.

| SHVAEL
That’' s not true --

Dani ca stands up. She grabs her bag.

DANI CA
Sorry about your Dad.

Dani ca wal ks away poi ntedly.
| shmael stares out the w ndow.
CUT TO

TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN: "Chapter 6: It’s Me, Your Baby
Br ot her "

I NT. JESSI CA'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

The shades are drawn and it’s dark. Jessica and |Ishnael sit
before Jessica' s |aptop on the coffee table, both very
stoned. Jessica passes a bong to to |Ishmael.

| SHVAEL
| can’t believe |I’ve known you for
nearly two nonths and you never
told nme about this nedical-grade.

JESSI CA
Yeah. Congenital bone ill ness
rul es.

| shrael takes a hit.

JESSI CA ( CONT.)
Sorry | didn't cone to your Dad’' s
funeral. | just wasn’t sure whether
|”d known you | ong enough and,
y’ know, awkwar d.

| SHVAEL
It’s okay. Church had stairs.

Jessica | ooks at the tine.
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JESSI CA
Refresh the page. It’s 8 PM

| shmeel refreshes the browser. "Breadtube.com'’ s honepage.
Upon refreshing, it reveals a link: "New Series: Ainsworth’s
Practice".

| SHMAEL
It’ s up!

He clicks the link. An intro starts playing.

LATER

They wat ch the show on-screen, Jereny (as Ainsworth) nmakes
a call whilst in bed wwth Patience (as Leanne).

JEREMY ( ON- SCREEN)
"Hey, sis. It’s nme, your baby
br ot her".

| SHVAEL
(proudly, to Jessica)
| pitched that |ine.

Jessi ca nods.

LATER

Jessica and |Ishnmael are both deeply asleep as the credits
roll before them Ishmael stirs awake, |ooking at his phone.

| SHVAEL
Shi t!

Jessi ca wakes.

| SHMAEL ( CONT. )
| have to go.

JESSI CA

Okay. Go see your skinny white
boy. ..

| NT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - HALLWAY - NI GHT

| shmael exits into the hallway. It’s a city-nodified
apartnent building for disabled people and has an el evator
and ranps everywhere.

| shmael presses the el evator button.
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| NT. ELEVATOR

| shhael stands as the el evator heads down, with another
RESI DENT, who uses a wheel chair.

| shmeel | ooks so unbelievably stoned in the |light of the
el evator. The Resident stares at |shnael.

| shmael shifts on his feet, not making eye contact.

| SHVAEL
(par anoi d)
I’mfriends with Jessica. That's
why |’ m here.
RESI DENT
| don’t know her. Why would | know

her ?

The doors open.

| NT. COMEDY CLUB - N GHT

Shitty club. Charlie sits up near the front. The headliner’s
started,

| shmael pushes his way through, sitting next to Charlie.

| SHMAEL

(quietly)
Sorry.

Charlie mouths "are you stoned?" as |Ishmael takes his seat.
| shmael shakes his head.

The COMEDI AN, Charlie’'s friend, is bonmbing -- hard.

He nmakes another joke to the crowd (I don't feel like
witing a joke). SILENCE. Not even a single |laugh. Someone
coughs.

| SHVAEL
(whi spers)
| cannot deal with how bad this is
going for your friend. And |’ m
starving.
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I NT. DINER - NI GHT

| shhael and Charlie sit across fromeach other at a boot h.
| shmael haphazardly butters sone toast.

CHARLI E
You' re starving and you ordered
t oast ?

| SHVAEL

(t hrough food)
Love ne sone toast.

CHARLI E
Are you...are you doi ng okay?

| SHVAEL
Yeah, I'mfine. Wy?

CHARLI E
You don’t seem okay.

| shmael shrugs.

| SHVAEL
How cone you' re not with Patience
wat chi ng the show? It just started
strean ng

CHARLI E
| saw bits of it. On set. They gave
Pati ence sone dailies for her reel.

| SHVAEL
Yeah, but it’s a big deal. Her
first show?
CHARLI E
She’s with her parents. It’s al
good. I'Il see it. You can’t tel
me it’s exactly groundbreaking, can
you?
| SHVAEL
Well...l don't know. | like it.
CHARLI E
Ckay.

Charlie picks at his food.
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CHARLI E ( CONT.)
How s Danica? | didn’'t get a chance
to speak to her at the funeral.

| shmael shrugs.

| SHVAEL
Who cares. She's not talking to ne.
CHARLI E
Wy ?
| SHVAEL
Who knows? She’s all weird with the
baby t hi ng.
Charlie nods.
CHARLI E

| mnot eating. You wanna go?

EXT. DOMWNTOM - NI GHT

Charlie and |Ishmael wal k down the quiet street towards the
subway.

CHARLI E

| guess I'll see you around?
| SHVAEL

Yeah.

(pause)

This didn’t go as |’ d hoped.
CHARLI E

What were you hoping...?
GRL (QY9)

Get off ne!

Charlie and Ishmael turn. Down the street, a G RL (20s,
maybe younger) and an ol der, brawny GUY (40s) are arguing.

The GQuy SHOVES the girl hard, into a streetlight pole.

QuUY
Fuck you!

| SHVAEL
Hey. ..



CHARLI E
Let’s get out of here.

The Grl SLAPS the Guy’'s face in retaliation
| shmael approaches.

| SHVAEL
| s everything okay...?

The GQuy turns to him

THE GQUY
Get out of here.

| SHMAEL
You can’t push her.

THE GUY
She just slapped ne, you see that?

| SHMAEL
Yeah, cause you pushed her.

Charlie grabs Ishmael by the arm

CHARLI E
Cone on.

THE GUY
Yeah. Listen to your boyfriend. GCet
goi ng.

| shmael ignores him turning to the girl.

| SHVAEL
Are you okay? Do you need hel p?

She nods, a little teary.

THE A RL
" mfine.
| SHVAEL
(to the Quy)
You can’t hit your daughter 1ike
t hat .

The Guy PUNCHES Ishrmael in the chest -- hard. |shnael
t he ground, groaning.

71.

falls
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THE GUY
This is ny girlfriend. Faggot.

The GQuy takes the Grl’s hand and they wal k off. Charlie
rushes to |Ishmael ' s aide.

THE GQUY

(to the girl)
Come on. Let’s go, Quilt.

INT. ISHVAEL’S STUDI O - NI GHT

| shmael, shirtless, is tended to by Charlie, wielding a
first-aid kit. He inspects a big red mark on |Ishmael’s
chest.

CHARLI E
It’s not too bad. It mght not even
brui se.

| SHVAEL

| have health insurance through the
show. As long as we go to a
hospital in Ronkonkoma, it’s

cover ed.

CHARLI E
| don’t think we need to go to
hospi t al

Charlie closes the first-aid kit.

CHARLI E
|1l go. Don’t sleep on your
stomach tonight.

| SHVAEL
Wi t .

| shmael sits up.

| SHMAEL ( CONT. )
Can’t you stay?

Charlie struggles with this.
CHARLI E
| SHVAEL

You said Patience is at her
parents’
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LATER
| shmael and Charlie lay in bed together, spooning.

Charlie kisses Ishmael on the nark on his chest, then on the
neck.

Charlie flips Ishmael over.

| SHVAEL
| thought you told nme not to sleep
on ny stonmach. Ha ha.

Charlie takes off his pants, ignoring him He kisses |shnael
agai n.

| SHVAEL

Hey, hey...would it be okay if...
CHARLI E

Yeah?
| SHVAEL

...we just went to sleep?
Charlie stops and lays next to him

CHARLI E
O course. Yeah

| shrael smiles. He cuddles Charlie.

CHARLI E ( CONT)
|’ ve m ssed you
(then)
| ve been thinking about you. Ever
since your Dad...

| SHVAEL
Hnm

CHARLI E
What ?

| SHVAEL
| can’t deal with being nessed with
ri ght now.
Charlie is taken aback.

CHARLI E
| woul d never.
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| SHVAEL
| don’t know what you want from ne.
You know...you nust know...l ' min
| ove with you, or whatever.

CHARLI E
| know. But Patience.

| SHVAEL
You chose Patience. So why can’t
you choose ne?

CHARLI E
Maybe. It’s not as sinple with her.
| SHVAEL
Wy ?
CHARLI E
Because -- she’s a girl.
| SHVAEL
Wow.
CHARLI E
No, | just nean -- y’know, | can

t ake her hone to Mom and Dad and
not feel all weird and edgy the
whole tine. Sorry. And if | want to
be an actor, |ike properly....

| SHMVAEL
Shut up! Are you seriously saying
there’s no gay actors right now?

CHARLI E
It’s still hard to big a big actor
and be out in 2020. Look at Tom
Cruise. | nean, look at him |’ ve

never seen soneone so tortured --

| SHVAEL
Real ly? | can think of, like, a
mllion refugees who have it worse

t han Tom Cr ui se.

CHARLI E
-- and it’s because he' s keeping
this secret. And Patience is --

| SHVAEL
VWhat ? Ni ce?
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CHARLI E
Yeah. You said that.

| SHVAEL
And what else is she? Name one
anot her thing she is.
Charlie turns away from I shmael.
CHARLI E
(poi ntedl y)
Goodni ght .
MORNI NG
| shmael wakes up. Al one.
He checks his phone. New email.
An e-vite from"Danica and Bridgett" - a baby shower. He
checks the invite list -- hinmself, like ten others,
i ncluding Patience and Charlie. He accepts the invitation.
He goes back to sl eep.
CUT TO

TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN:. "Chapter 7: Thinking O O her People”

| NT. PATI ENCE AND CHARLI E'S APARTMVENT - BEDROOM - EARLY
MORNI NG

Patience rises to her phone alarm Charlie stirs next to
her.

CHARLI E
Turn it off. Babe.

PATI ENCE
Sorry.

Pati ence silences the alarm getting out of bed.

She ki sses Charlie as he goes back to sl eep.
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EN- SU TE

Patience applies a light |ayer of make-up.

| NT. BREADTUBE - TELEVI SI ON SET - MORN NG

Early norning. Patience, espresso in hand, wal ks on to set -
a SKELETON crew - and wordl essly greets a P.Awith a smle.

Gus approaches her, already in a huff.

aUs
Where have you been?
PATI ENCE
What do you nean? |’'mearly.
aUs
Just go into make-up. We're already
behi nd.
PATI ENCE

How can that possibly be, GQus?
Jereny hasn’t even arrived yet.

@Qus rolls his eyes, turning to wal k off.

aUs
Jereny can afford to be late..

Patience is ruffled, wal king towards a make-up trailer.

MAKE- UP_TRAI LER

A inmpi sh MAKE- UP ARTI ST applies stage make-up to Patience.

MAKE- UP ARTI ST
Ch, so oily. So, so oily. Wats
going on with your oily, oily,
skin, girl?

PATI ENCE
Sorry. When |’ m stressed --

MAKE- UP ARTI ST
It’s like putting paint on a slug.
| have to call a friend for advice.

PATI ENCE
|’malready |ate --

The Make-Up Artist dials into her phone.
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MAKE- UP ARTI ST
(into phone)
Hey honey, can you do a video call?
| need to show you sonething |’ve
never seen before. Yeah, sone
actress.

Pati ence defl at es.

SET - A BEDROOM

An i nposing canera, CAMERA CREW Gus, a SOUND CREW just feet
away, Patience kneels -- naked but for a nerkin -- before an
equal | y nude Jereny.

BELLA, a hippy-ish intinmacy coordinator, briefs the pair
ri ght before the shoot.

BELLA
Ckay, so, Patience, it’s just as we
bl ocked okay? Not hing you’ re not
confortable wth.

PATI ENCE
Ckay, so --

BELLA
Yeah, you're eating his ass. And
it’s a very inportant scene. And
it’s equally inportant you don’t
actually eat Jereny’ s ass.

PATI ENCE
Yeah, that wasn’'t ny plan. So how
cl ose..

aUs

Bel l a, out of the shot!
Bel | a wal ks away.
Pati ence puts on a gane face.

QJs
Acti on!

Patience dutifully mnmes eating Jereny’s ass, inches from
the real thing.

Jereny MOANS theatrically, which causes Patience to sharply
st op.
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Qs
Cut. What the fuck, Patience?
(sighs)
Re- set.

Bel | a wal ks back on set.
BELLA

Ckay. Let’s debrief about what went
wrong there.

| NT. BREADTUBE - TELEVI SION SET - LATER

Pati ence wal ks through the set, heading towards a trailer.

She passes a group of the crew crowded around a nonitor,
sni ckering. She peers over their shoul der.

They’'re re-watching dailies of her nude scene. One of them
guf f awns.

Patience, horrified, wal ks away.

| NT. PATIENCE' S TRAI LER

Pati ence slans the door to her trailer. Al one.

She i mredi ately begins SOBBI NG Takes a deep breath and
cat ches hersel f.

Checks her nake-up in the mrror.
Exits.
| NT. BREADTUBE - TELEVI SI ON SET - CRAFT SERVI CES

Pati ence approaches |Ishmael and Jessica, who are grabbing
pl ates of food of the table.

PATI ENCE
Hey.

| SHVAEL
Hey.

PATI ENCE

|’mso glad to see you

JESSI CA
| " m al so here..



PATI ENCE

|”ve had the worst day. Qus --

| SHVAEL
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Oh, that sucks. Hey, I'mactually
on the way to set. This is the

epi sode | wote and | wanna see

t hem shoot this scene.

PATI ENCE
Oh. Ckay.

| SHVAEL
Il see you around.

| shrael and Jessica wal k/roll off.

| NT. SUBWAY CAR - EVEN NG

Pati ence stands on the packed train car,
back of a sweaty OBESE MAN s drenched t-shirt.

| NT. DUMPLI NG RESTAURANT - NI GHT

her face in the

Pati ence approaches the counter, speaking to a surly

CASHI ER.
PATI ENCE

Take-out order for Patience.

The Cashi er nods, passing her a take-out bag. Patience pays
turns to | eave. She is stopped by a chubby, trashy woman who

is clearly a TOURI ST with her aw ul

TOURI ST
Hey. Hey. | know you.

PATI ENCE
| don’t think so.

TOURI ST

Kl DS.

Yeah, you’'re on that new show on
the stream ng! Al nsworth’s Surgery

or sonet hi ng.

PATI ENCE
Oh. Yeah. H . |I'"m Patience.
TOURI ST

Well, oh ny god, they said it’d

happen in the Big Apple!
great show.

Such a
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Patience genuinely smles.

PATI ENCE
Thank you. I'’mso glad to hear.

TOURI ST
Yeah, | didn't think I'd like it,
y’ know, a white girl and a
ni gger. .

PATI ENCE
Nope!

Pati ence qui ckly nakes an escape. The whole restaurant is
staring at her and the tourist.

| NT. PATI ENCE AND CHARLI E'S APARTMENT - KITCHEN - N GHT

Patience and Charlie sit at the table, sharing the take-out.

CHARLI E
How was your day?

She | ooks up Charlie, considering him He reads sonething
of f his phone, not really |istening.

PATI ENCE
It was okay.

CHARLI E
kay.

PATI ENCE

| forgot to ask, how was Julian's
conedy show | ast week? Wth

| shmael ?
CHARLI E
Ch yeah. He bonbed. Not surprised.
Still reading his phone.
PATI ENCE

Do you think you wanna start
wat chi ng the show with ne toni ght?

CHARLI E
Uh. ..
(puts his phone away)
Sure. |’ mnot busy.

He’ s not super enthused.
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PATI ENCE
Sonmebody recogni zed ne tonight. At
t he Dunpling Pl ace.

CHARLI E
(genui ne surprised)
Real | y? From the show?

PATI ENCE
Yeah.

CHARLI E
How were they?

BEDROOM LATER

Patience and Charlie watch the show on a | aptop in bed. The
credits roll on-screen.

CHARLI E
You were so gret, baby.

He ki sses her.

PATI ENCE
The second episode’s out if you
wanna. . . ?
CHARLI E
No, I'mtired. Goodnight.
PATI ENCE
Alright. 1'Il be back in a second.

Pati ence gets out of bed.

EN-SUI TE

Patience sits on the toilet. She reaches into a plastic bag
shoved in the drawer, unwapping it.

It’s a pregnancy test. She sighs as the takes it out of the
box.

CUT TGO
TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN: "Chapter 8. "W Have A History"
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I NT. CAB - NI GHT

Headi ng up-town, Patience and Charlie are dressed
casual - but-nice. Patience stares out the w ndow
contenpl atively. Patience has a wapped gift in her |ap.

She | ooks at Charlie. He's drafting a text and smling.

PATI ENCE
Who are you texting?
CHARLI E
No one.
PATI ENCE

It can’t possibly be no one.

CHARLI E
| don’t want to argue with you.
Thi s baby shower is already going
to suck. I'mbarely even friends
wi th Dani ca.

PATI ENCE

| bet Ishmael will be there.
CHARLI| E

| wouldn't bet it onit. | think

they' re fighting.

Pati ence stares at Charlie. He doesn't see.

I NT. DANI CA AND BRI DGETT’ S APARTMENT - N GHT

Dani ca and Bridgett sit in the living room surrounded by
nore MATURE LESBI AN FRI ENDS and wr apped presents. And
Patience and Charlie. Bridgett is now visibly pregnant.

BRI DGETT
Thanks so nmuch everyone for com ng.
Make sure you have sone chanpagne.
It was expensive.
Everyone grabs a flute of chanpagne, Patience included.
She takes a big sip.
Dani ca | ooks unconfortable; unsure of herself.

DANI CA
Uh...do we open a present?

FRI END #1, hi gh-mai nt enance, speaks up.



83.

FRI END #1
Yes!

Dani ca picks up one present. It’s Patience and Charlie’s.

Her and Bridgett unwap it. It’'s a boxed breast punp.

BRI DGETT
Ww A Benet - Ransey! These are not
cheap!
PATI ENCE
Yeah. ..
CHARLI E
It 1s?
DANI CA

Yeah, they're all electric and nade
from| ead-free products.

CHARLI E
They nmake breast-punps with | ead
product s?

DANI CA
Lead-free.

Bridgett grabs another wapped gift.
BRI DGETT
Thanks Charlie. Patience. Myving
on. .
A KNOCK at the door.

Bridgett |ooks around, accounting for everyone. Danica
stands and wal ks to the door, opening it.

| shmeel is in the doorway hol ding a wapped gift. Danica
defl at es.

| SHVAEL
You i nvited ne.

Dani ca gestures inside.

DANI CA
| need to speak with you.

| SHVAEL
kay?
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| shmeel enters and Danica wal ks himto the bedroom cl osing
the door. Bridgette eyes this with suspicion. The whol e
party is silent and indistinct bickering is now audi ble from
t he bedr oom

Charlie stands.

CHARLI| E
I think I"11...help.
PATI ENCE
What ? Why?
CHARLI| E
| dunno. | know t hem bot h.

Bridgette, frustrated, points to the bedroom

BRI DGETTE
Just help her get rid of him
Charlie.

CHARLI E
Uh, sure.

BEDROOM

Charlie enters. Danica and Ishmael, md-fight, turn to him

CHARLI E

Hi . Everyone can hear you.
| SHVAEL

Oh ny god. .
CHARLI E

| shmael , come on...why would you
come here?

| SHVAEL
What do you nean? | was invited.

DANI CA
It was a gesture! It nmeant not hing.
You weren’t supposed to actually
cone.

CHARLI E
Wait, you invited hinf
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DANI CA
So?

CHARLI E
| mean, how was he supposed to know
it was just a gesture? Haven't you
guys been friends for like ten
years? Maybe you were, liKke,
ext endi ng an olive branch.

| SHMAEL
Exact ly.

| NT. DANI CA AND BRI DGETT’ S APARTMENT - NMEANVH LE

Everybody’ s quiet, awkward, while the argunent is still
audi bl e O S.

BRI DGETTE
So, uh, Patience how are you
finding the show? Danica and | were
wat chi ng you | ast night.

PATI ENCE
Ch, yeah. It’s been really good.
Steep | earning curve, T.V.

BRI DGETT
| bet...

Anot her friend, FRIEND #2, starts speaking.
FRI END #2
| just can’t keep up with all the
streaming platfornms. It al nost
costs nore than cable.

A conversation starts. Patience stares: Charlie has left his
cel | - phone behind, on the couch next to her.

She picks it up inconspicuously.

BEDRCOOM
It continues.

DANI CA
| shmeel , you have to go.
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| SHVAEL
No. | refuse. You have to be
friends with ne again.

DANI CA
Fine. We're friends. But | stil
want you to go.

| shmael points to outside the room

| SHMAEL
You said I was going to be that
baby’ s Godf at her!

DANI CA
That’s not a binding contract.

| SHVAEL
Vel | ..

Patience bursts in, |eaving the door open behind her. She
| ooks I NSANE, hol ding an enpty chanpagne flute and Charlie’'s
phone.

DANI CA
Ch god.

BRI DGETT ( Q. S)
Way is this happeni ng? My baby

shower!
PATI ENCE
| knew you guys were fucking!
DANI CA
Who?
PATI ENCE
Charlie and |shnael.
CHARLI E
Wbah.
| SHVAEL
Uh. ..

| shmael | ooks to Danica, pleading.

DANI CA
| shmael, 1’ m not hel pi ng you.
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PATI ENCE
Dani ca, you knew? You didn’'t warn
me?
DANI CA
What? | don’t know you |ike that.
CHARLI E
Babe, stop.

Charlie reaches out, trying to placate Patience |ike an
unsettl ed horse. She jerks away from his grip.

PATI ENCE
Fuck of f!
She turns to Ishmael, livid. He is terrified.
PATI ENCE
You! | sought you out to make
friends and you do this to ne?
| SHVAEL
| don’t owe you anyt hing.
DANI CA
(to Ishmael)
kay, | know | said | wouldn’t help

you, but you really shouldn’t
doubl e down right now.

PATI ENCE
You owe ne general human courtesy.

| SHVAEL
Where was mnmy courtesy when you
ended ny three year relationship?

PATI ENCE
Oh, yeah. You guys were going
strong before | becane involved,
right? Charlie tells ne -- you're a
nar ci ssi st!

| SHVAEL
(1 ooks to Charlie)
What ? That can’t be true! | hate
nmysel f!

Qut si de the bedroom guests are heard awkwardly nmaking their
exit.



BRI DGETT ( Q. S)
Don’t go, you guys, this' |l be over
soon.

| shmael s phone rings. He | ooks at it.

| SHVAEL
Everybody stop, it’s ny agent.

Ever ybody st ops.

| SHVAEL ( CONT)
(into phone)
Hel | 0?...Yeah?.. . Really?...That’s
awesone! ... Definitely...Yes, send
it to nme. Ckay. Bye.

He hangs up.
| SHVAEL ( CONT)
| think I m ght be getting staffed
in L. A
CHARLI E
Real | y?
PATI ENCE
Good for you! You' re a piece of
shit.
| SHVAEL
Ww, okay. \Where were we?
PATI ENCE
Charlie - you have to pick.
CHARLI E
Pi ck?
PATI ENCE
It’s me or |shnael.
CHARLI E
Uh. ..
PATI ENCE
Ch ny god!
CHARLI E

| shmael and | have a history, okay?
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PATI ENCE
What ever! Fuck you bot h!

Pati ence goes to | eave. She’s crying.

| SHVAEL
She’ s being so dramati c.

Charlie stops her, grabbing her arm

CHARLI E
| didn’t say | picked him okay?

PATI ENCE
You didn’t have to.
(pause)
| f you want to come with ne right
now, | need you tell nme you'll

never speak to himagain and we can
work this out.

Charlie slowy drops her arm He shakes his head.

PATI ENCE ( CONT. )
Ckay. Question answered.

Pati ence wal ks away. She stops in the doorway, turning to
Charlie.

PATI ENCE ( CONT. )

| don’t nean this to be I|ike,

getting the last word. But |’'m

pregnant. |I’mgetting an abortion.

Just thought you’d want to know.
Patience exits.
Charlie, Ishmael, and Danica stand silently - stunned.
| shmael approaches Charlie, grabbing his hand.

| SHVAEL
Well, at |east you have ne.

| shmael smiles. Charlie doesn't.
Dani ca shakes her head.
DANI CA

You guys are so hard to watch
honest | y.
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| SHMAEL
Wait, are we still friends? You
said we were friends again

DANI CA
What ? No. No way. Get out of ny

house.

| NT. DANI CA AND BRI DGETT’ S APARTMENT - SOON AFTER

| shmael and Charlie wal k through the apartnent, ashaned.

Bridgett glares at them- furious.

EXT. UPTOMN - NI GHT

| shmael and Charlie stand on the street in conplete silence.

| shmael hails a passing cab wordl essly.

I NT. CAB - NI GHT

They both hop in the back. The CABBI E speaks.

CABBI E
VWher e?

| shmael | ooks at Charlie. Charlie has no capacity to speak

| SHMAEL
Uh...Washi ngt on Hei ghts | guess.

They continues to sit in silence.
| shmael grabs Charlie’ s hand again.
| SHVAEL
So...ny cousin owns an apart nent
bui I ding in West Hol | ywood.

CHARLI E
Uh hubh.

| SHVAEL
So | could get cheap rent.

CHARLI E
That’ s good.
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| SHVAEL
Does that...sound |Iike a plan?
CHARLI E
Sorry. | just can’t think about
things like that right now |I'ma

bit nunb.
| shhael nods.
He stares out the w ndow.

| SHVAEL
So. .. what now?

They | ook at each other.

CUT _TO BLACK




