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EXT. RIVERBANK – NIGHT
It’s a hot summer night. Anchored not too far from the shore, a houseboat floats silently on the calm waters.
We can hear a man’s voice, deep and solemn, coming from there. Aside from that, there is no soul to be seen or heard.

Man (v. o.)

The night has just set. This is the time when the reality of the day gives way to the mystery of the night. It is the time when our darkest fears emerge from within to claim a life of their own. 

A powerful metal tune starts playing as we...
Cut to: 

Int. houseboat – Night

Ted is a man in his forties. His hair is disgruntled, his face unshaven. His clothing for the past days seems to have been the boxers and sleeveless once white shirt he has on. No rings, no necklaces, no watch. All in him transpires sloppiness.

Sitting back in his chair, with his feet up on the wheel, Ted dozes on as the ending credits of some movie roll on his laptop. 

The light of the moon outside and the glow from the screen provide the only lights at the moment. What see are bare glimpses of the houseboat’s interior and serve only to confirm Ted’s lazyness.
Near the laptop, a cell phone shows us it’s 1.01 am.
Holding a beer can on his left hand, Ted finally falls asleep. Just as he does, a glass is shattered and Ted wakes up startled. He loses his balance and falls back from the chair, kicking his laptop to the floor. Miraculously (or not) he manages to hold his beer intact.
TED

Whatta...
Ted takes one final sip of his beer and throws the empty can to a corner where eight others more lie. 

He scratches his head and grabs a flashlight. He walks to his sleeping corner and points the light to see a broken glass window near his sofa bed.
Ted
Damn those kids.

Ted approaches the window and looks outside, taking care not to step on the glass. He sees nothing out there, but he hears something behind him. It lasts only a second, but it’s enough to make him turn back.

Ted sees something in front of him and pales. He drops the flashlight and stumbles back. Stepping on the broken glass, he screams in pain.

Suddenly, something hits him in the chest. Ted’s too slow to react as a kind of monster’s claw trespasses him, emerging from his back. The rest of his assailant remains invisible, only the bloodied claw can be seen.

The creature pulls back his claw and dead Ted falls down.

Smash cut to:
Int. houseboat. Sleeping corner – night

Ted wakes up in his sofa bed sweating. He is unarmed. Still, every breath is Herculean. He presses the light on his watch to check the time. Three minutes left before 1 am. 
Without getting up, he notices the window glass is not broken anymore. He sighs, almost smiling. It was just a dream.
He gets up, grabs his flashlight and walks to the kitchen area. He opens the fridge and takes out another beer. He opens a window and lets the hot air come in.
He returns to where his laptop was once smashed. He smiles as he sees it intact. He flips it opens and turns it on.

As he waits for the system to boot, Ted grabs a CD case, chooses one among dozens and puts it on the laptop’s CD drive. A rock music starts playing.
He finishes his beer and goes to the fridge to get another one. He uses no flashlight this time. There is no threat to be concerned about.

Ted returns to his laptop, sits on his chair. He presses a key and the music changes to something more violent, some nu metal. He puts his feet back on the wheel and takes a sip of his beer.

Then...
He sees something reflected on the screen. He looks back and freezes once more as the claw slashes him again and again. Blood spatters cover the screen as we...
Smash cut to:

INT. houseboat. Sleeping corner – night
Ted wakes up again in his sofa bed. Breathing is hard.

He presses the light on his watch to check the time. Ten past 1 am.

On his right hand he holds an almost empty beer can.

Ted

I must be goin’ crazy... Shit, I’m already talking to myself. I am going crazy.

Ted finishes the beer and tosses the empty can away.

Ted
(yawns)

I’ll just take a piss and that’s it. Good night everyone.

Ted gets up and walks outside to the deck. Whistling, he empties his bladder on the calm waters of the river.

The waters start to stir, as if disturbed by Ted’s urine. Unable to move or speak, he watches as something emerges from the water and slashes his abdomen. Blood spurts to the water as Ted falls dead to river.
Smash cut to:

INT. houseboat. Sleeping corner – night

Once again, Ted wakes up in his sofa bed. Breathing is even harder than before.

Ted
(dragged voice)
What the hell is going on? I swear, if this is some kind of joke, I’ll—

Ted has no time to finish his sentence. The claw erupts from under his sofa bed and rips his chest. 

Ted’s lifeless eyes remain open as we...
Fade to black

The end credits start to roll. A powerful metal tune starts playing. One that is very similar, if not identical to the first we heard when the movie began.

As the credits come to an end, the screen begins shrinking until we’re staring at the laptop’s screen.

We’re back at the houseboat’s interior. Ted is still sleeping, the beer can still in his hand. At a corner rests a pile of a dozen smashed beer cans.

The cell phone near the laptop shows us there’s five minutes left to 1 am.
The beer can on Ted’s right hand slides and falls on the floor as a glass is shattered.

Ted wakes up startled.

THE END

