Copyright (c) 2021 This screenplaymay not be used or reproduced for any purpose
i ncl udi ng educational purposes w thout the expressed witten
perm ssi on of the author.

SANCTUARY

By
Va Vadez

254-319-8734
vavadez@gmail.com



COPYRI GHT 2021

CAST OF CHARACTERS

Archbishop Nicholas M udler: 50's. Powerful Archbishop, who must protect the Catholic Church,
and his secret, at al costs.

Emil Jaeger: 20's. German architect who opposes his role in designing the Dachau death camp.
Father M ichadl Capek: 30's. Devoted, conniving assistant to the Archbishop.

Leah Ginsberg: 20's. Emil's defiant pregnant Jewish lover, and a Resistance member.

M gor Joseph Vogd: 40's. Relentless y et ailing Gestapo officer who hunts Emil.

Karl Burgmuller: 50's. Resistance member who runs a safe-house.

Peter (Voiceonly): (Capek can double with voice change) Resistance group leader who trains Leah.
SophieM ayer: 20's, Flirty Gestapo secretary.

Time: Munich, April 1941
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ACT I, SCENE 1

FRAUENKIRCHE CATHEDRAL -

M ORNING. Birds chirp and achurch bell rings
twicethen fades. LIGHTSUP. A garden with a
small cafetable and three chars. Potted plants
on stands and on the stage suggest the garden.

ARCHBISHOP M UELLER, enterstakinglong
dignified strides. FATHER CAPEK follows him
like an eager puppy holdinganewspaper.

M UELLER strolls to aflower stand and bows
to relish aflower’s aroma. He picks up apair of
clippers strolling among the garden as he spesks
sniffing and clipping flowers, including roses.

M ueller carries them to astand. He carefully
examines the flowers, choosingthe best ones
and arranges them in avase.

CAPEK

Your Excellency, here s the morning paper.

MUELLER

(Holds up severa roses to admirethem.)
MYy roses are growingwell after the last rain, Father Capek. This may bethe best year for
them. I think I'll plant some Sunflowers in that bare spot for abold splash of color.
Something different each Soringinvigorates agarden. Gives it anew purpose. A garden

worthy of God. Don’'t you agree?

CAPEK

Absolutely Your Excelency. The newspaper.

Do you have afavorite flower?

I’ ve never thought about it.

MUELLER

CAPEK

MUELLER

Father Capek, you must like at least one flower. Perhaps the Gardena, it’s fragrance is

heavenly.
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CAPEK
I’'msureit is, Your Excdlency.

MUELLER
M ay beyou'rean Orchid lover. So delicate and perfect.

CAPEK
M ay be.

MUELLER
You have no clue about flowers, do you?

CAPEK
None.

MUELLER
Then | encourage you to take up gardening. It renews your soul and brings one closer to
God. You gow something beautiful and meaningful that restores peaceto theworld.

CAPEK
Yes, Your Excellency.

Capek hold steps forward holdingup the
newspaper. M udler waves him off.

MUELLER
| know what it says without reading it. Germany invaded Yugoslaviaand Greece, while
Gresat Britain is under siege. But what’s not printed - war isimminent with Russia

CAPEK
M ay be America could cometo Europ€'s ad.

MUELLER
It’s true President Roosevet favors peace, so the United States will decide after the war,
whoisitsaly.

CAPEK

If Russiadefeats Germany ?
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3.
MUELLER
Fear theworse. After the revolution, hundreds of bishops starved or frozeto death in the
Gulag.
CAPEK

Perhaps Britain could defeat Germany instead of Russia.

MUELLER
Then the Church’s faterests with that bad English painter Churchill. Hardly our best
sdvation. Yet His Holiness is clear on the war, the Church remains neutra, as aways.
Oh, when do | meet with our guest this morning?

CAPEK
M r. Jaeger is waitingin the chapd. Hevisited the Cathedrd severd times this week.

M UELLER
Father, what does hewant?| don’t havetimefor achet.

CAPEK
Heinsisted sayingit’s urgent.

MUELLER
Jaeger? Jaeger? Oh. Herestored . Michad's Church last year.

CAPEK
Yes, he's agfted architect.

MUELLER
Bringhimin.

Capek exits as M udler stops arrangngthe
flowers to admire them. (Several Beats). Capek
returns followed by EM IL JAEGER, ayoung
man dressed in astylish suit. He looks abit
nervous clutchingaroll of drawings.

CAPEK
Your Excellency, M r. Emil Jaeger.

Capek steps back. M udler flashes asmile, but
Emil doesn't return it. He bows his head.
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MUELLER
Hello Emil. | remember, you did an excdlent job rebuilding the chapdl.

EMIL
Thank you, Your Excdlency.

MUELLER
S0, does the Church still need repair?

EMIL
| couldn’t say it better.

MUELLER
Redlly? | suspect we re not talking about the same issue. Have a sedt.
(Hewaksto thetable and sits. Capek
sits beside. Emil sits opposite them.)
What’s so urgent?

EMIL
My childhood dream was away s to be an architect. In afew years, I've dready designed
schools and museums. Spaces for the living. Work that makes me proud.

MUELLER
Thisisn’t the placeto boast, remember the sin of pride.

EMIL
Your Excelency, I'm aGerman and a Catholic, but I'm not asoldier. Thefirm | work for
received a contract for anew assignment for the Inspectorate of the Concentration
Camps, thel .K.L. - a Dachau.

MUELLER
You have my blessing on your career, Emil.
(M udler stands and makes the sign of the
cross. Capek aso stands.)
Niceto seeyou again. Good bye.

EMIL
| won't obey the order.

MUELLER
That's between you and your boss, not the Church.
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M ueller turns to step away.

EMIL
| won't build adeath camp to murder Jews.

M udler stops and turns to Emil. Bedt.

MUELLER
Father Capek, bring us some coffee.

Capek gances a Emil and then M udler.

EMIL
Absolutely, Your Excdlency.

Capek exits. M udler slowly waks by Emil.

MUELLER
When did you last go to confession?

EMIL
On Saturday .

MUELLER
What did you confess?

EMIL
That’s between God and ---

MUELLER

(Firmer and slower.)
What did you confess?

EMIL
| took the Lord's namein vain and cursed many times.

MUELLER
Any mention of your work?

EMIL
No.
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MUELLER
Good. Sill you confessed. An admirable gesture but awaste of time.
EMIL
All sins should be confessed to God, no matter how small.
MUELLER
Don’t lectureme on sin. Father Capek said that he saw you in the Cathedral severa times
this week.
EMIL
| was praying for guidance.
MUELLER

You prayed for courage because you think this is heroic.

EMIL
It’s necessary.

MUELLER
Another lecture. | know better than you what is necessary .

EMIL
Your Excellency, | came here ---

MUELLER
Why you came hereis not as important as how you leave. God aready knows of your
sins before y ou confess them.

EMIL
Confessing makes mefed closer to God.

MUELLER
Yes, confession is good for the soul, but it shouldn't be misused.

EMIL
| don’t.

MUELLER
Emil, there are many way's to misuse faith.
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Emil holds up rolled drawings.

EMIL
These plans provethe Third Reich’s ---

Capek enters carrying atray with three coffee
cups. Heputsit on thetable.

MUELLER

Ah, our coffee. Try it with some cinnamon.

(Capek sprinkles somein the cups, and

hands one to Emil. M udller and Capek

takeacup and sit. M udler stirs his cup

while Capek copies him. They sip in

unison. Emil sits but doesn't drink.)
You'retroubled by your new work, but the Church remains neutra. We seek peace for
theworld.

EMIL
Engand signed a peace accord with Germany but it was broken.

MUELLER
Twenty million Catholics cal Germany home, with millions more across Europe. Herr
Hitler won't bother the Catholic Church because of the 1933 Concordat between
Germany and the Vatican; it's not in hisinterest.

M uéller sips his coffee, Capek quickly sips his
cup too. Emil ignores his cup.

EMIL
| want to bdieveit.

MUELLER
TheHoly Father believesiit. | bdieveit. Father Capek, do you believeit?

CAPEK
Absolutely, Your Excellency.

MUELLER
Emil, bdieveit.
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EMIL
| don't know.

M ueller ey es Emil, then stands and strolls

around.
MUELLER
Wereyou bornin M unich?
EMIL
No, in Berlin.
MUELLER

Oh, acity boy. I’'m certain you'refamily, especidly parents, are proud of your success.

EMIL
My father drowned when | was aboy. M ommadied from afever soon after | graduated
from university. I'mthe only child with few close relatives.

MUELLER

May your parent rest in peace, My family’s farm is about thirty miles south of M unich,
| was the youngest of three brothers. It’s dirty, exhaustingwork plowing, and planting
Yet diggnginto the soil connects with you in ways other work doesn’t. It teaches you
obedience and duty to somethingfar greater than y ourself.

(Hewaks afew feet, thinking.)
Emil, think that wereworkingin thefields. His Holiness is the farmer. Astheworkers,
we must obey his orders to know which cropsto plant and when, and how to care for
them. Of course some crops will die, but our duty is to bring the remaining crops to
harvest.

(Best.)
Thisisn’t thetimefor passionate action, but of thoughtful, careful restraint.

(M udler sits. He and Capek sip their

coffee.)

Your coffeeis getting cold.

EMIL
(Sides his cup away.)
The Third Reich shows no thoughtful, careful restraint with its desth camp plans.
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MUELLER
That's the difference between the German Government and the Church. The Third Reich
has been in power about a decade, but the Holy Catholic Church has survived more than
one-thousand y ears. Restrain takes time.

EMIL
How much time? Sy nagogues are being closed in Germany and its occupied countries.

MUELLER
The German policy says no baptized Jews are deported. A triumph of the Concordat.
The agreement implies no mora approva by the Church of the Third Reich's actions.

EMIL
In order for aJew to be baptized as a Catholic, he must renounce his faith.

M UELLER
| know what it takes.

EMIL
Jews are arrested and sent to prisons and camps now. It’ Il increase when more camps,
like Dachau, are built.

MUELLER
I've discussed this issue with Herr Himmler, but he stated the Jews imprisoned were not
baptized or committed acts of treason, so the Church can't protect them.

Emil stands and lay s the blueprints on the
gound. M udler puts his cup down, waks
away turning his back to Emil. Capek stays
seated. Emil knedls on the plans to point a
them.

EMIL
Here arethe plans for the new Barrack X a the Dachau Camp, only 10 miles away. It has
agas chamber to kill Jews, and besideit, anew crematorium to burn their bodies. Dachau
is the modd for future camps, and it's happening now.

Capek stands to look at the plans. He gances
up and sees M udler gdare a him and quickly
sits and gulps his coffee.
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EMIL
Your Excdlency, Look.
(M uéller findly turnsto look at the
plans.)
Over there are Numbers 26 and 28, called the Priest Barracks that opened before
Christmas. Now priests areimprisoned for helping Jews and for resisting. How can the
Church do nothingto saveits own priests? They must fed abandoned.

MUELLER
I’'m apriest and they’remy brothers. You don't know how we fedl.

EMIL
Theworld would listen to Pope Pius the Twdfth if he denounces this horror.

MUELLER
Now you're gvingordersto the Holy Father. Add the sin of arroganceto your list.

EMIL
M urder is the ultimate sin.

MUELLER
True but your anger is misdirected.

EMIL
| only want to serve God.

MUELLER

You are not done. What you are about to hear, doesn't leave the Cathedrd, or there will
be consequences. Understand?

EMIL
Yes, Your Excdlency.

MUELLER
Father Capek, inform Emil of my recent actions.

CAPEK
(Stands.)
Last week, Archbishop Nicholas M udler sent two baptized Jews from M unich to
Sweden where they recelved new passports and safe passage to England.
(Sts.)
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MUELLER
Some convents even alow Resistance members to set up smal radio transmitters to
broadcast secret messages. The Holy Catholic Church is doingwhat it can to help.

EMIL
| didn't know.

MUELLER
Thereis much you don’'t know. The Holy Father leads millions of Catholics duringatime
of great anguish. Of course, governments want his Papa gpprova and heis cordid to dl,
but courtesy is not gpproval.

EMIL
Courtesy is usdessinwar.
(Speaksinapolitetone)
Please excuse me while | murder your family. So sorry for the mess.

MUELLER
Don’'t mock me and the Church.

EMIL
Your Excdlency, forgve me.

MUELLER
I’ll think about it.

EMIL
I'mtryingto make my point.

MUELLER

But you refuse to understand mine. Emil, athough you're not asoldier, your firm works
for the German Government makingyour visit treason.

EMIL
It's my mord duty to disobey.

MUELLER
Then the sin of disobedienceis theroad to martyrdom.

EMIL
While any one who stay s silent enables murder.
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MUELLER
(Shows his hands to Emil.)
Look a my hands. I've blessed newborns and comforted the dying with them. Are mine
the hands of amurderer?

EMIL
Your Excellency, | don't know how Hitler serves apurpose to the Church. He's not doing
God's work.

MUELLER

Listen to me, Germany is the only protection we haveif Russiawins thewar. The Holy
Catholic Church must survivein order to do God's work.

EMIL
S0, the Jaws are sacrificed to save the Church?

M UELLER
Enough.

EM IL
Tdl mewhat to do.

MUELLER

Obey.

Emil fals on his knees, on the plans, distraught.
M udler helps him stand.

MUELLER
Emil, you'reagood man. | know it. God knows it, and Father Capek knows it too.

CAPEK
Absolutely, Your Excdlency.

MUELLER
| pray for dl victims of this ghastly war. Now, I'll add your troubled soul to my prayers.
(Puts hands on Emil’ s shoulders and
draws him closer, like father and son.)
Son, you must make peace with this work to carry out your duty to God,
but you’ Il never discuss this issue with anyone again.
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(Emil triesto speak, but M ueller raises
his hand for silence.)

Never.
(He makes the sign of the cross. Capek
and Emil aso cross themselves.)

In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
(M ueller extends his hand to Emil. He
looks at it, and then & M udler. He
kisses M udler’sring.)

LIGHTSDOWN

13.
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ACT I, SCENE 2

FRAUENKIRCHE CATHEDRAL
CONFERENCE ROOM - LIGHTSUP. A stan
dass window design on the back wall or scrim.
A conference table with four chairs. Another
tablein front of it and one side with votive
candles on top, awater pitcher, severd gasses
and aphone.

Capek enters carryingthe flower vase and the
rolled plans. He puts the plans on the
conference table with the newspaper on top
partidly hiding it. He puts the vase on thetable
by the phone. It rings as heturns away . Capek
answers it.

CAPEK

Yes?His Excdlency isin hisresidence. It’s dright, I'll speak with the officer. Send himin.

Severd Beats. M AJOR JOSEF VOGEL enters
wearing his immaculate uniform with razor
sharp starched creases. Hegves the Nazi sdute
and clicks his hedis.

VOGEL

Hell Hitler. | an M gor Vogd of the Gestgpo's Centra Command.

Hello, I'm Father Capek.

CAPEK

VOGEL

| need to speak with Archbishop M udler.

His Excellency isin ameseting.

Then I'll wait for him.

CAPEK

VOGEL

CAPEK
It could beawhile. May | hdp you?
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VOGEL
(Coughs and reads from apad.)
A young man was seen entering the Cathedral earlier today, nothing unusud. But he
caught our attention when he paced before entering He seemed nervous and had aroll of
paper. Did you see him?

CAPEK
(Stunned but tries not to show it.)
People come hereto pray, to find comfort.

VOGEL
| understand but did you see him?

CAPEK
There are many peoplein and out dl day ---

VOGEL
Father, did you see him?

CAPEK
Perhaps.

VOGEL
Yes or no?

CAPEK
Please describe him.

VOGEL

Age about 25, thin built, business suit, no hat and rolled paper.

CAPEK
| recdl ayoungcouple, he had anewspaper | think.

VOGEL
This man was adone. As you know, the Gestapo watches many important buildings.

CAPEK
No, | didn’'t know.
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16.

VOGEL
Now you know. We monitor people entering and leaving banks, government offices, and
churches since spies and traitors are everywhere. This y oung man rushed out but
without his papers. It sounds like he had a meeting here.

CAPEK
M ay be heforgot the papers and left them in apew.

VOGEL
But his nervous behavior was out of the ordinary ---

CAPEK
War is out of the ordinary under God's law. M urder is the ultimate sin.

VOGEL
Father---

CAPEK
TheHoly Catholic Church offers arefuge of peace and security ---

VOGEL
I'll simply wait to speak with Archbishop M uéler, unless you know this man’s name.

CAPEK
(Severd Bedts.)
Emil Jaeger.
VOGEL
Jaeger?
(Capek nods yes. Voge writes in his note
pad.)
Did he meet with M ueler?
CAPEK
Yes.
VOGEL

Why ?
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CAPEK
Jaeger is an architect and made aroutine inspection.
(Voge coughs again, abit deeper as
Capek quickly gances a the plans.)

VOGEL
What did they discuss?

CAPEK
M gor Vogd, would you likeacup of coffeeto sootheyour cough?

VOGEL
No.

CAPEK
| smelled fresh strudd baking this morning. Come with meto the kitchen.

Capek takes Vogd's arm to lead him out, but
Voge resists.

VOGEL
No, thank you. One moment.

(As Voge reads his notes, Capek takes a
few stepsto thetableto block Voge's
view of theplans.)

| was asking about Jaeger's visit.

CAPEK
Yes, his visit about---thework on &. M ichad's Church.

VOGEL
(Writes in the note pad.)
When was the work done?

CAPEK
Perhaps ayear ago.

VOGEL
Why was he here today ?
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CAPEK
He completed the routine inspection and reported his findings today .

VOGEL
| see. Obviously the plans are still here, because he didn't have them when he l€eft.

CAPEK
(Sniffstheair.)
Smdl that strudd. It's best fresh from the oven. Snce we're done here, come have apiece.

VOGEL
It smells heavenly but | have afew more questions.
(Vogd dances about theroom. He peers
around Capek - agimpse of the plans on

thetable)
Arethose Jaeger’ s plans?
CAPEK
Wha?
(Vogd points at thetable.)
Oh, them?

VOGEL
Architecture interests me so I'd like to see them.

Voge steps toward thetable. Capek stepsin
front to stop him. M udler enters.

CAPEK
Your Excellency, the meeting ended early. M gor Voge of the Gestgpo just arrived.

M ueller smiles and nods at Voge.

VOGEL
Good day, sir. | am here ---

CAPEK
| was tellingthe M gjor the reason for Jaeger's visit was about the chapel's work---

VOGEL
(Interrupts Capek)
Thank you, Father Capek.
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(ToMudler.)
| need to know why Jaeger was here.
MUELLER
Is there a problem with his visit?
VOGEL
| hope not.
MUELLER
Like Father Capek said, it was about architecturd work for the Church.
VOGEL
Go on.
M ueller motions for Vogd to follow.
MUELLER
But first let me show you something unique. Here are some roses | grow in agarden
behind the Cathedrdl.
VOGEL
They arelovely. About his visit---
MUELLER

Thisoneis ahybrid of two different roses. No other garden in M unich grows them.
Come see. Please for amoment.

M udler distracts Voge. He leans to smdll the
roses. M ueller motions with one hand to Capek
to push the plans behind him on thetable. Then
he stands in front.

VOGEL
Very nice. Now, | must ask about Jaeger's visit.

MUELLER
Emil Jaeger was the project architect for therestoration at &. Michadl's Church.

VOGEL
What did he discuss with you?
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MUELLER
Jaeger told me about anew problem he found.

VOGEL
What problem?

MUELLER
A smadl crack in the foundation.

VOGEL

(Writes anote.)

A serious problem?

M UELLER
Not at thistime.

VOGEL

(Writes another note.)
Did he seem nervousto you?

MUELLER
No.

VOGEL
Thank you. It’s dl | need to know, for now. | may return with more questions.

MUELLER
Thereisn’'t anythingmoreto tell you, M gor Vogd.

VOGEL
Someone dway s remembers something.
(Best.)
| told Father Capek architecture interests me. Beforel go, I'd liketo look at the plans.

Capek stiffens. M udler chuckles abit and puts
his hand on Vogd's shoulder to turns him away
from Capek.

MUELLER
M gor Vogd, acrack inawal isn't worth your time. It’s rather dull. Father Capek,
you'll need to return the plans to Jaeger. Wait in my office.
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CAPEK
Absolutely, Your Excellency.

VOGEL
I’d redly liketo see---

Vogd coughs repeatedly . Capek collects the
plans and quickly exits.

MUELLER
M gor, that’s aterrible cough. Please sit. Do you want some water?

VOGEL
No, it’'ll pass.

M UELLER
Y ou should see adoctor.

Voge takes ahandkerchief from his pocket,
wipes his mouth and puts it avay .

VOGEL
(Smiles weakly )
| have.

MUELLER
Cometo M ass on Sunday, and I'll say aspecia prayer for you.

VOGEL
I’m not Catholic.

MUELLER
Would you liketo convert?It’s easier than you think.

VOGEL
(Chuckles ahit.)
No, thank you.

MUELLER
Haveyou ever prayed?
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VOGEL
My wife---pray ed.
MUELLER
Oneday bring her to meet me. Here take her one of my roses.
VOGEL
Shedied severd years ago.
MUELLER
Oh. 1 am sorry. Any children?
VOGEL
No.
MUELLER
Perhaps oneday God will bless you with children. M gor Vogd---
VOGEL
Josef.
MUELLER
Josef. In Hebrew your name means God will increase.
VOGEL
| hope so.
MUELLER
You'rean interestingman. I'll add you to my prayers.
VOGEL
But I’'m not Catholic.
MUELLER
| pray for people of many faiths. I’'ll pray for your hedth to improve soon. Good by e
Josef.
VOGEL

Asyou wish. Hell Hitler.
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MUELLER
Asyou wish. God bless you.

Gives the Nazi sadute and clicks his heds. Turns
and walks out. M udller sighs deeply.

LIGHTSDOWN
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ACT I, SCENE 3

APARTMENT — A smal room with adining
table and two chairs, asofawith apile of
clothes on it, and an armchair besideit. A radio
sits on anearby end table. LEAH GINSBURG
sits @ thetablereadinganote. Then writes on
another piece of paper. She finishes writing,
folds both papers. She goes to the sofa, tucks
the papers inside apocket, and bundles the
clothes with abelt. EM IL enters. He carries a
paper parce and flops on the sofa. She sits
beside him stroking his hair, kisses him, but he
pulls avay .

LEAH
(Concerned and Loud.)
Emil, what happened?

EMIL
Leah, you must be quiet. Thelandlady thinks | live done. She can’'t know you're here.
No one can. Here' s the laundry .

Hands her the package. Leah putsit aside. Gives
him the another bundle.

LEAH
Here are clothes for the cleaners tomorrow.

EMIL
Why do | go to thelaundry so often?

LEAH
You need to look nicein the office, sinceyou’ re an important architect now

EMIL
No, I’'m not.

LEAH
What’ s wrong?
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EMIL
It's the new work assignment. The production schedules aretight. | don't know if | can
doit. Maybel should resign.

LEAH
What? Why ?

EMIL
(Stands, waks away .)
I might do other work, designing homes again. Working on my own won't pay as much---

LEAH
That’s crazy. Emil, no one will hireyou if you leave government work duringthe war.

EMIL
Thework is beyond my abilities. | can't do it.

LEAH
(Stands and goes to Emil.)
But your God-gven tdents---

EMIL
God-gven?| don't know what that means anymore. Why does God give metaents as an
architect to do this work?

LEAH
You've never taked like this. M ay be some music will reax you.

Leah goes to theradio, turnsit on. A watz.

EMIL
Turnit off.
(Shuts theradio off.)
That musicis played to soothe German soldiers a camps. It sounds like death.

LEAH
| likeyour anger.

EMIL
You'retheonly one.
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LEAH
Never loseit. | haven't lost mine.

EMIL
I'm sorry to keep you trapped here, but we can't take a chance with the baby due. I'll find
away to get you out of M unich.

LEAH
You stay, | stay.

EMIL
Leah, you must think I'm acoward for wantingto quit my job.

LEAH
No. We have another purpose.

EMIL
What ?

LEAH

Survival. The Resistance taught meto survive. | should have done more... | should have,
Threewords that enable murder.

EMIL
You risked your life decoding messages for the Underground. You did more than other
people. We have limits to what we can do.

LEAH
Enough tak about thewar. Come and edt.

They wak to thetable. Emil pours wineinto his
cup. Hesniffstheair.

EMIL
Something smells wonderful.

LEAH
A treat for you.
(Uncovers adish.)
Cinnamon rolls for dessert. It's y our favorite spice.
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EMIL
Not any more.

Emil slides it avay. Shelooks a him, then puts
two plates on thetable. They sit and ect. Bedt.
A knock a the door. Sartled, they rise.

EMIL
Hidein the bedroom.

They kiss. Another knock. Leah disappears.
Emil exits, severd seconds later he reenters with
Capek.

EMIL
Father Capek, I’'m surprised to see you again.

CAPEK
Emil, you forgot the plans. They amost fel into the wrong hands.

EMIL
I wasn't thinkingwhen | |eft.

CAPEK
You didn't think &t al.

Capek sits on the sofaand motions for Emil to
sit too. Capek turns on the radio. Another waltz

plays.

CAPEK
| lovewaltzes, don't you? The music will drown out our talk. Your visit today was
foolish and dangerous. The Gestgpo watches important buildings, like the Cathedrd, so
your nervous pacing drew their attention.

EMIL
The Gestapo?

CAPEK
Haveyou spoken to anyone a work about your opposition to the camp?
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EM IL
No.

CAPEK
Written any notes, or in adiary?

EMIL
No.

CAPEK
Confided to friends or alover?

EMIL

(Best.)

No.

CAPEK

Good. M gor Vogd from the Gestapo arrived after you left asking questions. His
Excdlency sad you only discussed the Church's repar work. We hope he bdieved it; for
awhile,

EMIL
I'll repesat the story to the Gestapo, if they ask.

CAPEK
If?Vogd will find you, torture you and then kill you after you confess. His Excellency
and the Church arein danger now.

EMIL
What amess.

Capek stands and waks around the room. He
stops a thetable.

CAPEK
| seetwo cups and plates.

EMIL
Leftovers from breakfast.

Capek picks up acup, sniffsit, sipsit.
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CAPEK
Winefor breskfast. You are agood Catholic. Emil, a M unich citizen who made a generous
donation to the Church was goingto Sweden tomorrow. But last night hedied in acar
accident. Tragedy is another name for opportunity. His new Swvedish passport can be
issued to another man.

Capek pours morewine, drinks it and puts the
cup down. He goes to Emil.

CAPEK
His Excellency is certain ataented y oung architect can begin anew lifein Engand or
America In exchange, you vow silence forever about this arrangement. Agreed?

EMIL
| don't agree and won't leave. It's the coward's way .

CAPEK
It'sthe only way, the smart way. Voge will discover your treason. You'll betortured to
reved collaborators and executed.

EMIL
There are no collaborators.

CAPEK
Hewon't believeit. | don't. Someone or something besides your guilty Catholic
conscience compeled you to speak out today .

EMIL
| did it on my own.

CAPEK
Then you can disgppear easily. In war, accidents leave victims in the morgues and some
bodies are never clamed. Snce you have no family, | will identify your remains.
(A noisefrom the bedroom startles him.)
Wha was that noise?

EMIL
Sometimes the cat in the bedroom knocks over alamp.

CAPEK
We releaving now. Get your coat.
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EMIL

| can't leave....besides | must pack my clothes.

CAPEK

(T osses Emil his coat.)
You'repack. It must look likeyou'rekilled in an accident.

No, | won't leave Germany .

That’s not aceat.

Father, pleasedon't hurt her.

Show mewho you're hiding.

| fdt dizzy and fell against thetable.

EMIL

The noise reoccurs, louder.

CAPEK

EMIL

CAPEK

Emil exits and returns cradling Leah.

LEAH

EMIL

It's dl right. Father Capek, sheis Leah Ginsberg.

A Jew?

She's carrying my baby.

A pregnant Jew?

CAPEK

EMIL

CAPEK

EMIL

Once she worked in the Resistance movement.
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CAPEK
A pregnant Jew who worked for the Resistance. Emil, what a mess.
LEAH
Don't spesk likethat to Emil.
CAPEK
Fraulein, | am Father M ichadl Capek, assistant to His Excdlency, Archbishop Nicholas
M ueller.
LEAH

| don't care. You can't comeinto our home making insults.

CAPEK
You must tel her what you've done.

LEAH
| love Emil regardless of his actions.

CAPEK
That's your misfortune.

LEAH
Get out.

EMIL
Father, sheis innocent.

CAPEK

Inwar, everyoneis guilty of something. There's no innocence only luck and today yours
is as bad as mine. Once M gor Vogd---

LEAH
Vo ?

CAPEK
You're heard of him?

LEAH

It's acommon name known by the Underground. Emil, how do you know Vogd?
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EMIL
Leah, theré's nothing to worry about.

CAPEK
Leah, there' s everythingto worry about.

EMIL
Therés so much | can't tell you.

LEAH
| know morethan you redize.

EMIL

Father Capek, I'mready to leave Germany with Leah.

CAPEK
Theres only one passport for you. She complicates the plan. Let methink.
(He goes to awindow, lost in the view.)
How beautiful. My favoritecity. | was born here, just East of the City Hal. M unich is
Germany, everythingthat's good about it... Shit. Voge just pulled up in his car. Hedidn't
believe us and wasted no timefinding y ou. Is there another way out?

EMIL
Down the back stairsto thealey, but where can we go?

LIGHTSDOWN



COPYRI GHT 2021

33.

ACT I, SCENE4

FRAUENKIRCHE CATHEDRAL
CONFERENCE ROOM — Cagpek enters with
EMIL and LEAH.

CAPEK
It's dangerous to bringyou here, but | saw no other choice.

EMIL
He found me so quickly.

LEAH
Voge's Gestgpo and he's hunting y ou.

EMIL
We must get out of M unich immediately .

LEAH
How long can we stay here?

CAPEK
| told the staff we' re having a private meeting, so no one will bother us for severa hours.

EMIL
Leah, we could be separated for awhile.

LEAH
| won't leave without you.

CAPEK
His Excellency is completing his afternoon prayers. I'll tell him what’ s happened. Don't
leave this room.

Capek rushes out.

LEAH
I'mdon’t fed wdl.

Emil guides her to achair, shesits.
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EMIL
Well leave after | speak with the Archbishop.

LEAH
What does he haveto do with the Gestapo?

EMIL
It’s amistake.

LEAH
You'relying.

EMIL
Yes.

LEAH

When you'reslegping, | study your plans and read y our work notes. | know why you
want to resign.

EMIL
You'redisappointed in me? M ay be ashamed.

LEAH
Never. Tell mewhat happened today .

EMIL
| told His Excedllency about my work, the new construction assignment for the Dachau
death camp. | dso showed him afew preiminary plans.

LEAH
Emil, why ?Why ?

EMIL
He must know so he could convince the Holy Father to stop it.

LEAH
Did you convince him?

EMIL
No.
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LEAH
No. Of course not. All you accomplished was exposingy our treason. It was reckless and
dangerous.

EMIL
It was necessary .

LEAH
The Archbishop will protect the Church, not you. Not the Jews. Emil, you risked our
lives and the baby .

EMIL

And you risked everything working with the Jewish Partisan Group.

LEAH
Working with people who knew what to do. We were trained and had plans and followed
orders, so we wouldn't made reckless decisions.

EMIL
| thought you'd understand.

LEAH
| do, but you changed everything.

EMIL

Apathy changed everything. Hate changed everything. Greed changed everything. The
changes to the camp took shape on paper created in the minds of architects | admire. Fine
men with families, who treated me like ason knowing my family was gone. They’re great
architects with God-given taents who taught meto love designing spaces for the living.
That’s our motto, we design living spaces. It’s printed on the company’s stationery. |
was so proud to be an architect. When you see people wak through ahome or a school
you created from your imagnation and that space comes divein their eyes, on ther
faces...

(Best.)
Leah, | had to do something, anything even reckless because none of those fine men
objected. Just another government project to them with wals and aroof like any
building. Everyday we met at the conference table sipping our coffee discussing the
lay out of the camp. (In jovid voices) Hans, instead of a play ground for children here, we
put ovens to burn their little bodies. Yah, yah Gunter and homes over there. Nein, that's
for amass grave. Ah, good idea. Oh, well timefor lunch.
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LEAH
Y ou should have told me everything.

EMIL
| should have...threewords. What | should have done was forced y ou to hide with the
Resistance members in the country. Perhaps you'd be out of Germany now. Someplace
safer.

LEAH
Jews are hunted like animals in the woods. | fed safewith you.

EMIL
Vogd doesn’'t know about you and is only after me. You have a chanceto escape. I'd join
you later.

LEAH

You'rewrong, the Gestapo does knows about me.

EMIL
How?

LEAH
| still do work for the Resistance group.

EMIL
Impossible. You left them when | found you.

LEAH
Resistance dway s finds away .

EMIL
You promised not to leave our gpartment. It was too risky.

LEAH
| didn't go out often and used the back streets. | recall a Resistance member worked in a
city cleaner. Herecognized mewhen | waked in. | slipped a coded notein the laundry
offeringto help. He sent intercepted German messages hidden in our laundry for meto
decode. You returned my translation in the next pile of clothes.

EMIL
That explains dl thetrips to the laundry.
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LEAH
Yet I've never told you of my undercover work. Emil, for awhile | worked for---

Capek enters interrupting them.

CAPEK
His Excellency will join us soon.

EMIL
Father, do you think M udler can help us?

CAPEK
Hes avery influentid man. Perhaps he can make some arrangements.

LEAH
AsaJdew, | shouldn't be here,

CAPEK
You'reachild of God in need. Thisis whereyou should be. Lesgh, are you adevout Jew?

LEAH
Yes. Why?

CAPEK
Theonly choicel seeis for you to be baptized as a Catholic. Then your child will be
baptized as a Catholic with abirth certificate. You and the baby will get more protection

from the Church.
LEAH
No. | was born aJew and will dieone. My baby is Jewish. Emil, | won't renounce my
faith.
EMIL
Father Capek, it'simpossible.
LEAH
Livingalieis not salvation.
CAPEK

Think about savingyour baby.
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LEAH

M udler enters.

MUELLER
Emil, I didn't expect, nor want, to seeyou again. You are Fraulein Leah Ginsberg. I'm
Archbishop Nicholas M uéler. When is the baby due?

LEAH
In about four months.

MUELLER

You need to sit and rest. Father Capek, bring her aglass of water.

(Capek goesto thetable, pours agass of

water and gvesit to Leah.)
To this urgent problem. The Cathedral isn’'t ahotd. Father Capek should not have
brought you here. I'll gveyou amed, alittle money and passage to anywherein M unich.
Getting out of thecity will be difficult, especidly in Leah’s condition. If you’re careful,
you could make it to the edge of the forest outside town. Should the Gestapo capture
you, I'll deny knowledge of the Dachau plans. Vogd knows we only discussed the repair
work for the Church. That’s al you will say to anyone, understand?

EMIL
Yes, Your Excdlency

MUELLER
With moretime, | could have made other arrangements for you.

EMIL
You couldn’'t have kept this from happening.

MUELLER
Finaly we agree. Had you trusted me with the truth about y our work, | would havetold
your boss to re-assign you to do Church projects. An easy solution to your problem.
Instead you barged in to this house of God bringng chaos, treason and the Gestapo.

EMIL
Your Excellency, that easy solution fixed y our problem, but not mine. | would still know
about the camp.
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MUELLER
Emil, sometimes we must live with solutions we hate.

EMIL
Think of meas you want, but please help get Leah out of M unich. | don't care what the
Gestgpo does with me.

LEAH
| do. Josef will...

EMIL
Josef?

Leah stops taking.
MUELLER

She's referringto M gor Josef Vogel. He's the Gestapo officer chasingyou. Do you know
him, Fraulein Ginsberg?

LEAH
I've...heard of him. Vogd is known by the Underground.

MUELLER
Father Capek said y ou once worked with the Resistance.

LEAH
| did what | could.

MUELLER
You did it well.

LEAH
How do you know?

MUELLER

You survived.

The phonerings. Capek looks a M ueller, who
nods yesto answersiit.
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CAPEK
Yes...one moment. Your Excellency, M gor Vogd returned to seeyou.

MUELLER
Just as | feared, only faster.
(ToLesh.)
Josef is here again. What do you think | should do?

Leah looks a him, then shrugs her shoulders.

Emil goesto her.
EMIL
| begyou don’t punish her for my actions. Please, hide us and then get Leah out of the
city.
LEAH
No, westay together.
CAPEK
(Holds up the phone.)
Your Excedlency ?
MUELLER
(To Capek.)

Tdl M gor Vogd to come back later. I'm busy hearing a confession now.

Capek speaks on the phone. M udler steps
closer to Leah.

LIGHTSDOWN.

END OF ACT 1
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ACT Il, SCENE 1

FLASHBACK TO FIVE M ONTHSBEFORE -
A DARK STAGE - SPOTLIGHT UP. LEAH
walks slowly on stage, looks around, shewears
acoat. Cautiously stepsinto the spotlight.

PETER
Leah Ginsberg?

Leah is startled and looks around.

LEAH
Yes, whoisit?l can't seeyou.

PETER
For your protection, and mine, you won't see my face. Cal me, Peter.

LEAH
Yes, Peter.

PETER
We're aJewish Partisan Group of Resistance fighters. You know about us?

LEAH
A little,

PETER
Peoplel trust said you can betrusted. | checked on your family's lifeand it’ s clean.

LEAH
| was trusted as aloan clerk in abank for threeyears. That was until al Jews werefired
from banking positions.

PETER
Weknow your parents arein the Warsaw Ghetto.

LEAH
You've seen them and talked to them. How arethey?

PETER
Cam down. | haven't seen them, but they’re surviving.
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LEAH
Can you get them released?

PETER
That's not the purpose of our meeting.

LEAH
I'll do anythingto freethem.

PETER
Areyou fluent in German and Polish?

LEAH
Yes.

PETER
Good. We need someone with translation skills.

LEAH
If I help, will my parents be released?

PETER
Perhaps. First, redize how dangerous this work is for you.

LEAH
I'maJew. That's dangerous enough.

PETER
Then you arewith us?

LEAH
Yes.

PETER

From now on, your nameis Leah Hartmann. You will live in a safe house with one of our
operatives, Karl Burgmuller, as his niece. Rose, his late wife, was known in socid circles
of German officers and their wives, including Kommandant Josef Vogd. HES your target.

LEAH
What kind of target?
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PETER
Thebest kind, onewith information. Let me hear you speak German.

LEAH
Er kann nicht ertragen, dass die schlechten, wird nicht das Gute zu sehen.

PETER
Clean with virtualy no Polish accent. Good. Karl will introduceyou to Vogd. Heis
hiringanew translator, and needs one fluent in German and Polish. There's no guarantee
he will hireyou but make yourself asirresistible as possible. Do you understand?

LEAH
Yes, but if I'm hired, what should | do?

PETER
Perform each task perfectly. Proveto Voge you are dutiful, so hetrusts you. Be aware of
every detall. Who he meets with and for how long, try to hear any conversation, names
and dates. M ake no written notes. M emorize everything. Report it to me and no one else,
not even Karl. Secrecy isvitd. It protects usin case oneis caught.

LEAH
Andif | am not hired?

PETER
M akeyoursdf vauable to him in some other way . Tel meif you can't do this work.

LEAH
I'll do it. Can you gvemy parents amessage, please?

PETER
M aybe but | won't say that you're workingwith us.

LEAH
Tdl them | lovethem and want to be with them.

PETER
You're better off with us. At least you arefree.

LEAH
Freelike acaged animd.
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PETER
I'll teach you to useyour cage. Other than Karl, you'll be done. For some, it's the most
difficult part.
LEAH

MYy londliness can't compareto my parents.

PETER
You must focus on thework ahead. Now, Karl will gveyou apacket containingy our
new persond history. M emorize the information about your life then burn it. Your new
code nameis Shoresh. I'll call you only by this name.

LEAH
Shoresh is Hebrew for root.

PETER
Yes, liketheroots of atreethat hold it firmly in place. Where did you learn the phrase
you spokein German?

LEAH
My parents said it often: Er kann nicht ertragen, dass die schlechten, wird nicht das Gute
zu sehen. Hethat can't endure the bad, will not live to see the good.

Leah waks off as the spotlight fades. LIGHTS
UP on alivingroom set, asofaand asmall table.
Leah enters with KARL BURGM ULLER.

KARL
Leah, have you memorized the information on your new life?

LEAH
Yes, then | destroy ed the documents as Peter instructed.

KARL
Here's atest, where were you born?

LEAH
In Krakow.

KARL

Your father's profession?
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LEAH
He was acivil engneer until hedied afew years ago from ajob accident. M ommais a
teacher and | worked in abakery.

KARL
You'velearned well. Savetherest for Vogd. Let him ask the questions. Don't offer any
information or you will appear too eager, making him suspicious.

LEAH
| understand...Uncle Karl.
KARL
No, no, more relaxed. Remember, you' re my niece, so spegk naturaly, Uncle Karl. You
see, relaxed.
LEAH
I’m nervous.
KARL
Of course, you are.
LEAH

Peter didn't tell me about you, Uncle Karl.

KARL
That's better. Leah, it protects you and me. We can't reveal what we don't know. Rose
and | knew in someway we had to fight, but what could two old people do against the
German Army? M ore than you think. So, through a connection, we offered our hometo
Resistance members. Peter trained us. He's avery brave man.

LEAH
Unlike the cowards of the T hird Reich who murder. | hate them.

KARL
Don't hate. It clouds y our judgment. Keep your emotions cadm. Learn your enemy's
way's and use what you learn against them. That's more powerful than hate.
(Karl gves her ahandkerchief.)
My Rosetold mealady dways has ahandkerchief.

LEAH
Perhaps Voge won't like me.
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KARL
Then he doesn't have apulse. | know Peter told you everything, but Voge has akeen
sense. He notices every detail, but don't mention his wife. He's sensitive about her death.

LEAH
I’ll remember.

Karl takes out aringand showsit to Leah.

LEAH
What alovey ring.

KARL
It was Rose' s and now it’s for you.

LEAH
A gft for me.

KARL

No, it’s awegpon. When you open the secret top...

(He open thetop and asmdl capsulefals

into his hand.)
Cyanide capsule. Bite down on it to release the poison. Practice with agrain of rice as the
capsule. Don't hesitate. Leah, only you will know when it's timeto useit.

(Karl putstheringon Leah's finger and

kisses her hand.)

LEAH
Thank you, Uncle Karl. | couldn't do this without you.

KARL
What wedo is for others. Take strength in that.
(A doorbell rings. To Leah.)
Areyou ready ?

Leah nods Yes. Karl exits and Vogd's voiceis
heard greeting him. They enter engaged in
friendly chat.
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KARL
What apleasureto haveyou in our home. Oh, | said our home, again. It's still difficult to
believe Rose is gone.

VOGEL
Sheleft us too soon. Without her, M unich has lost much of its charm.

KARL
| dways gppreciated how you and Helene were good friends to her. Let meintroduce my
niece, Leah Hartmann.

VOGEL
Fraulein Hartmann, it is my...pleasure.

LEAH
(Replies in German.)
Esist mir ene Ehre, sie kennen zu lernen, Herr Kommandant.

VOGEL
Your German is perfect. Perfect.

LEAH
Thank you, Herr Kommandant. My mother taught me.

KARL
Leah isvisitingfor awhile. It's her first trip since childhood, long before y ou came here.

LEAH
| was born in Krakow. Do you know it?

VOGEL
Yes, but | don't recal asking.

KARL
She's abit nervous to meet such an important man.

VOGEL
No need to gpologze. | know your birth city. My wifeand | spend our honey moon there
years ago.

KARL

Tonight, weonly speak of good times to come. First, atoast.
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Karl fills three gasses with wine, and gves one
to Leah and Vogd, and takes one. They toast
and drink. Then abell is heard.

KARL
That's from the kitchen. M ust be the cook. I'll return soon. You'll befine.

Karl smiles and exits. Vogel motions for Leah to

sit. He stands.
VOGEL
What do you think of M unich?
LEAH
It's avery beautiful city.
VOGEL

Theforest islovely for hikes, but right now we re having trouble with Resistance groups
hidingin the woods.

LEAH
| didn’t know.

VOGEL
Now you do. Don’t go hiking alone until we capture them. They trave together likerats
and comeinto thecity to sted, assault people, businesses, and the Government, just to

creste chaos and fear.
LEAH
Asyou say Herr Kommandant.
VOGEL
In safer times, my wifeand | took picnics in thewoods...(Voicetrails off.) Karl told me
al about you.
LEAH

I'd liketo think | still have afew secrets.

VOGEL
A woman of mystery makes the best dinner guest. Why areyou in M unich?
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LEAH
SnceUncleKarl isdonenow, I'm stayingto help him.

VOGEL
That’s kind of you.

LEAH
Family is everything.

VOGEL
True.

(Sts besides her.)

I'mtryingto remember alovely park in Krakow by the university. Help mewith its
name.

Leah sips her wine, then wipes her mouth with
the handkerchief.

LEAH
The Botanica Garden of Jagelonian University, not far from Old Town.

VOGEL
It has many beautiful greenhouses.

LEAH
The PAm greenhouse was my favorite. Those colorful tropica flowers and trees in the
middle of Poland. The garden is stunningin the spring, especialy when the M agnolia
trees are blooming.

VOGEL
You're good a remembering details.

LEAH
Thank you, Herr Kommandant.

VOGEL

Karl said you may beinterested in working on my staff as asecretary and translator.

LEAH
I’d consider it an honor to work for you and the Third Reich, Herr Kommandant.
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VOGEL
You have donethis type of work before?

LEAH
Sometimes | helped my father at the engneering office when a secretary wasiill.

VOGEL
What duties did you perform?

LEAH
Basic office work, filingreports and typing. | learned quickly and enjoyed it.

VOGEL
This job is morethan filing. | need agood translator and secretary . Someone with a head
for details. Areyou interested?

LEAH
Yes, Herr Kommandant.

VOGEL
Y ou seem sure of yoursef, but it's not arrogance, more confidence.

LEAH
Asyou say, Herr Kommandant.

VOGEL
And you're agreegble.

LEAH

| try to be, Herr Kommandant.

Voge stands, waks afew steps away -
thinking. Turns back to Leah.

VOGEL
Yes, you could do the job with the proper training. Come to my office tomorrow
morning.

LEAH

Thank you, Herr Kommandant.
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Voge raises his gass to Leah. She stands and
they clink dasses, sippingand looking at each
other. Then Voge notices her ring.

VOGEL
That is abeautiful ring.

Leah is stunned but tries not to show it.

LEAH
Yes, um...it’slovey. A gft from Uncle Karl, it belonged to Aunt Rose.

VOGEL
| do remember sheworeit dl thetime.

Voge reaches for her hand to examinethering,
but Karl enters.

KARL
It's timefor dinner.

Leah quickly pulls her hand away from Voge.

KARL
Oh, | seeyou are getting acquainted. Wonderful.

LEAH
Yes, UncleKarl, everythingis wonderful.

Karl gestures toward the dining room and exits.
Vogd offers hisarm and Leah takes it as they

exit.

LIGHTSDOWN.
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ACT Il, SCENE 2

VOGEL'SOFFICE - LIGHTSUP on atypicd
officewith adesk, files and papers, abinder and
severd chars. VOGEL enters followed by

LEAH.
VOGEL
I've needed atranslator and secretary for several months. You cameto M unich at theright
time.
LEAH
| won't disappoint you.
VOGEL

You will handle my memos, correspondence and filing. | have a specific system. My last
secretary was an idiot, so learn fast and accurately .

LEAH
Pl try.

VOGEL
Try?1 need results. Effort is worthless if you don't achieve results. Do you agree?

LEAH
Yes, Herr Kommandant.

VOGEL
| like people who are driven towards agod. Do you have one?

LEAH
Yes.

VOGEL
Wha isit?

LEAH
A persond one.

VOGEL

| recal you're good at keeping secrets.
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LEAH
Yes, | am.

VOGEL
Excellent. Secrecy and loydty are qudities | demand from my staff. Keep dl information
confidentia. M ake no notes. Remember every detail. Do you understand?

LEAH
Yes, Peter...(Stops.)

VOGEL
What did you say?

LEAH
Yes, sir.

VOGEL

Leah, I’m taking a chance hiringyou as my secretary and translator. You don’'t have much
office experience, but you have other skills. Last night | tested on how well you
remember details and facts.

LEAH
Herr Kommandant, | noticed.

VOGEL
You impressed me, and you'reaso Karl’ s niece.

LEAH
Thank you, Herr Kommandant. I’ m very grateful for this opportunity ---

VOGEL
Thisis not about gratitude but perception. You represent meto the staff and other
Kommandants. Any mistakes reflect upon me. Workingfor my officeisn’t like the work
for your father. We re doing serious government work, often confidentia and secret.
When you make amistake, it could have severe consequences. | don't expect you to
perform your duties perfectly, but accurately and thoroughly. That will eiminate many
mistakes.

LEAH
| understand.
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VOGEL
M gor Kolbe's secretary, Sophie, will train you on office procedures. | have an
appointment. Learn quickly because the war won't wait for you.

LEAH
| understand, Herr Kommandant.

Vogd exits. Leah goes to the desk and starts
dancinga papers. Then SOPHIE M AYER
enters. Sheis well-dressed, beautifully groomed,
abit gamorous for asecretary.

SOPHIE
Areyou Voge’ s new secretary ?
LEAH
(Sartled but cadms hersdlf.)

Yes. | was getting accustomed to the office. | thought I'd tidy Herr Kommandant's desk.

SOPHIE
Did heask youtodoit?

LEAH
No.

SOPHIE

Then don’t. Only do what Vogd tells you.

LEAH
I’ll remember.

SOPHIE
I’m hereto train you.

Sophielooks a Leah and shakes her head.

LEAH
Is somethingwrong?

SOPHIE
You remind me of someone.
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LEAH
Who?

SOPHIE
It's not important. I'm Sophie M ayer, and | work for Kommandant K olbe down the hal.

LEAH
I’'m Lesh Hartmann.

SOPHIE
You'rethe new translator. Vauable skills that will makeyou popular with other
Kommandants. Let them know what you can do.

LEAH
| want to do the best job for Kommandant Voge.

SOPHIE
He s not the only oneyou could work for. Keegp your eyes open to see which
Kommandants get promoted and need secretaries. A grl likeyou could move up fast.

LEAH
It's new and exciting.

SOPHIE
Old and dull is more accurate.

LEAH
| see.

SOPHIE
My honesty shocksyou.

LEAH
No.

SOPHIE

It's ajob when jobs are few. Thework is serious at times but not difficult. Thethingto
remember is don't make mistakes, especiadly for Vogd.

LEAH
Hetold me.
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SOPHIE
You may work for him afew months, ayear, then work for another Kommandant.

LEAH
That's ashort time.

SOPHIE
Likel said, grls comeand go quickly. | trained Vogd's last secretary, stupid and boring..

LEAH
I'll try not to belike her.

SOPHIE
You're not.

LEAH

Sophie, how many secretaries work on this floor?

SOPHIE
Four. You won't work often with them since their Kommandants work on different
projects than Kolbe and Vogd. We Il work together closely .

LEAH
And how many departments in this building?

SOPHIE
(Looks at Leah intensely.)
You ask many questions on your first day.

LEAH
Herr Kommandant told meto learn quickly. The more | know about the work in al
departments, the better I'll do my job.

SOPHIE
M aybebut | prefer to only know what | need to know.

LEAH
Why ?
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SOPHIE
When you know more, then you work more, that means longer hours. | liketo spend time
with my...friends.

LEAH
| understand.

SOPHIE
(Gives Leah the once over twice))
No, Leah | don’t think you do. I’'m certain of it. It’s been two weeks since I’ve had a
good fuck, even a decent one. Unbearable.
(Best.)
MYy honesty does shock, doesn’t it?

LEAH
Yes.

SOPHIE
Good. Let’s get started. I'll explain Vogd's sy stem.
(Sophie goes to the desk and opens a
binder.)
All memos are logged according to the subject. P-1-T-S personnd, intelligence, training
and supply. Pits.

LEAH
That's clever.

SOPHIE
That’s Vogd.

Sophie chuckles alittle.

LEAH
Did | say something amusing?

SOPHIE
Never mind.

LEAH

Pleasetdl me.
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SOPHIE
| seewhy hehired you. You look like his late wife.
LEAH
| had no idea. He said he needed a new translator and secretary .
SOPHIE
That's true, but he dso hired onewho looks like her.
LEAH
That’s why he hesitated when hefirst saw me.
SOPHIE
It's natura when you see awoman that resembles your dead wife. That would make any
man stop.
LEAH
What was shelike?
SOPHIE

Frau Vogd was thety pe of woman every man wanted, and every woman wanted to be,

LEAH
I'mflattered.

SOPHIE
He hired you, not me.

LEAH
What hgppened to her?

SOPHIE

She cameto the office severa times aweek. Then she died suddenly. Pretend you don't
know about her.

LEAH
| noticed it a dinner when he mentioned her, and then stopped taking about her
immediatdy.



COPYRI GHT 2021

59.

SOPHIE
(Shocked.)
You had dinner with the Kommandant?

LEAH
My Uncle Karl introduced meto him last night when he came to our home. Ther wives
were good friends. We talked about Krakow and my previous work, then he offered me
this job.

SOPHIE
Besides dinner, what elsedid you do to get hired?

Leah locks eyes with Sophie.

LEAH
Only dinner. Does my honesty shock you?

SOPHIE
Pits.

(Sophieflips through the binder as Leah
looks on.)

LIGHTSDOWN.
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ACT II, SCENE 3

LIVING ROOM - LIGHTSUP on livingroom
set. LEAH and KARL sit on the sofa.

KARL
After severa weeks, you seem to be earning Vogd's trust. | knew you would do well.

LEAH
Better than | expected.

KARL
You're gettingaongwith the other staff too.

LEAH
Vogd’s staff pretty much ignores me except when they need coffee or do an errand for
them. Otherwise | work strictly for him.

KARL
Vogd isyour boss and target. Let the staff get their own coffee and do errands. Tel them
you'retoo busy working for him. Stay in the office as much as possible so you can see
and hear everything.

LEAH
I will, but | have a concern about Sophie, Kommandant’s Kolbe' s secretary, who trained
me.

KARL
Why ?

LEAH
She' s honest and direct.

KARL
S0, she's adifferent type of person.

LEAH
Oh, yes Sophieisvery different.

KARL

Learn her way's, and when necessary, use them against her.
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LEAH
Shesaid | looked like Vogd’ s wife. That caught her atention.

KARL
Do you think Sophieis suspicious of you?

LEAH
| don't know.

KARL
Watch what you say and do with her. Berespectful but careful . It could be nothing, or
perhaps she s jedous sinceyou’ re the new secretary .

LEAH
UncdleKarl---

KARL
You see, naturd, Uncle Karl. You learned wdll.

LEAH
Tdl meabout Vogd's wife.

KARL
Helene Vogd, was avery finelady. Cultured and intelligent. Rose and | liked her,
athough weretrained not to like our targets. She and Rose were dmost inseparable
shopping and attending shows together, and planning parties.

LEAH
(In amocking, pleasant tone.)
Just two German ladies out for an afternoon lunch, then off to see a show, enjoying
normd daily life while thousands diein the ghettos.

KARL

(Rising Anger.)
No, Leah. My Rosedidn’t enjoy her life. Sherisked it with Vogd’s wifelisteningand
tryingto get information you do . | feared for her every time she went with Helene, afraid
shewould say the wrongthing. Rose was ready to takethat Cyanidepill , just likeyou.
Our work is as dangerous as yours. Rose died aheroine. We sacrificed everythingto stay
in M unich when we could have escaped but thework is here, thefight is here. We stay ed
to help thoselikeyou.
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When y our assignment ends, you’ll leave for someplace, may be escape Germany and
Europe. I'll be here workingwith the next agent. Waitingfor my end. Waitingto join
Rose.

LEAH
UncleKarl, I’'mso sorry. | didn’t mean---

KARL
(Holds his hand up for silence.)
You asked if you resemble Helene. You do.

LEAH
Peter didn't tell me, or you. | should have known.

KARL
Leah, we hoped Vogd would tell you. Then you’'d be surprised, adding to your charm.
Perhaps Voge would start to seeyou in apersond way, trust you more, then tdl you
things hewouldn’t tel his secretary.

LEAH
Woas | recruited because | ook like her?

KARL
In war, everyoneis aweapon.

LEAH
Tdl meabout Helene, so | can use this weapon against him.

KARL
Helene Vogd was not snobby like other military wives, nor fat. Sheaways had a
handkerchief and ran it through her fingersin aplayful way . She had a subtle beauty, not
too much makeup, likeyou, and was witty. Her nature was pleasant, charming but fragle.
She becameill essily.

LEAH
She sounds lovely.

KARL
Helen and Josef made an ideal couple. Both married later in life, y et they acted like
teenagers. They seemed to livein another place and time.
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LEAH
What hgppened to her?

KARL
She died from astroke caused by her pregnancy .

LEAH
How sad.

KARL
The strain of the baby was too much for Helene. | never heard anyone cry as much as
Josef. That was until Rose died, then he comforted me. But never revea you know about
her.

LEAH
UncleKarl, I'm good a keeping secrets.

KARL
Tdl me about him as aboss.

LEAH
Efficient, organized and extremely hard working, but ...

KARL
Yes?

LEAH
He made avisit to adoctor this week. | saw on his caendar it was the second onein a
month.

KARL

Unlike Josef, I've not known him to beill.

LEAH
Voge has acough too. Sometimes | hear him coughing when his office door is closed.

KARL
Odd. Sill, pass on every detail to Peter regardliess how small.

LEAH
It’s not important.
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KARL
You noticed it. Tell Peter. Don't protect Vogd.

LEAH
I'm not. Just acough.

KARL
| like Josef, but heis a Gestapo officer and the enemy. Never forget it.

LEAH
| don't forget anything. My new job is to remember.

KARL
No, your only job isto survive. any way you can.

Karl kisses Leah on the forehead and exits.
LIGHTSDOWN. SPOTLIGHT Up. Leah
stepsintoit.)

PETER
All Kommandants will recelve stationery this week with anew watermark. It will make it
easier to distinguish aforged document to catch spies, like us. We can issue memos with
the new water mark paper, so they appear officid documents. Thereis alimited timeto
useit beforethey changeit.

LEAH
How many sheets?

PETER
Two . Kommandants only receive 50 sheets at atime, taking more may draw suspicion.
Shoresh, | tell you what you need to know, in caseyou are---

LEAH
Captured.

PETER
You've thought about it.

LEAH

| try not to, or get nervous.
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PETER
Fear isauseful tool. If you arein adifficult situation, talk your way out of it. Think
quickly and stay cam.

LEAH
UncleKarl gave methering.

PETER
It's the last option.

LEAH

Peter, how longwill | work for Vogd?

PETER
Until he's transferred or something happens that madeit’s too dangerous for you to stay.

LEAH
When I'm stressed, | imagine something else, something happier.

PETER
Seeingyour parents again.

LEAH
How did you know?

PETER

We dl imagne life before the war. Shoresh, | seealot of meinyou. Oneday you could be
gvingthe orders.

LEAH
Then you would be---

PETER
Don't worry about me, just bringthe stationery. How are you getting on with the staff?

LEAH
| assist them occasiondly, but Sophie, the secretary who trained me, said | resembled
Voge's dead wife. Uncle Karl confirmed it was the main reason | was recruited. Peter,
you should havetold me.
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PETER
| tell you what you need to know. Watch, listen, stay cdm and lie. You’' re doingwell,
Shoresh. | spesk about you to my commanders. You' reimpressed us.

LEAH
You and Uncle Karl taught me, Peter.

PETER
WEe veplayed our part, but you' retakingtherisk. Anythingelseyou've noticed in the
office or with Vogel's behavior?

LEAH
Voge's behavior?

PETER
You see him every day, so you'd see changes, even smal ones.

LEAH
(Best.)
No changes.
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ACT Il, SCENE 4

VOGEL'SOFFICE - LIGHTSUP. Leah enters,
goes to his desk and looks through papers,
opens adrawer. Takes out some stationery, and
removes severd sheets, then returns the paper
to thedrawer. She put the paper in afolder as
Sophie enters.

SOPHIE
What areyou doingin here?

LEAH
Kommandant Vogd asked meto find amemo.

SOPHIE
Y ou shouldn't be looking through his desk.

LEAH
I’m doingmy job.

Leah starts to wak out but Sophie blocks her.

SOPHIE
Give methefolder.

LEAH
It's a secret memo.

SOPHIE
| can reed any memo in this office.

LEAH

No, you can't. Sophie, | don't answer to you.

SOPHIE
Therés something about you that's not right. | fet it immediately.

LEAH
| felt the same about you.
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SOPHIE
Resembling Vogd'’ s wifeis---

LEAH
A coincidence, nothing more. Excuse me.

Leah steps forward but Sophie nudges her back.

SOPHIE
Now | catch you in his office with a secret memo.

LEAH
Sophie, you'reright, thereis something about me.

SOPHIE
What isit?

LEAH
My refusd to fuck the other Kommandants, like y ou.

SOPHIE
| servethe Third Reich---

LEAH
Between your legs.

SOPHIE
| should---

LEAH

But you won't. I've seen how you act with Herr Kommandant. You would do anything
to get mefired. Hopingto get this job, but I’'m hereto stay.

Leah tries again to wak past Sophie, who
pushes her back, harder.

SOPHIE
Who areyou? What areyou?

LEAH
I'm Leah Hartmann and y ou are not Herr Kommandant.
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Voge enters.

VOGEL
But | am.

SOPHIE
Herr Kommandant, she should not be looking through your desk. I must report this to---

VOGEL
M e and y ou have donethat, so you may return to work, Sophie.

SOPHIE
Let me speak with you alone, Herr Kommandant, to tell you everything I've discovered
about her.

LEAH

Herr Kommandant, | should hear her dlegations then | can explain my side.

VOGEL
Very well. Sophie, what have you've discovered about Leah?

SOPHIE
These are private matters | need to tell only you.

VOGEL
| don't havetime Return to work.

Sophieis stunned. She dares at Leah then exits.
Voge waksto Leah, holds out his hand, and she
gves himthefolder. Voge opensit, pulls out
the stationery.

VOGEL
Blank stationery ?

LEAH
| wanted to write aletter to my mother telling her about my job.

VOGEL
Usetheordinary office paper.
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LEAH
Yes, Herr Kommandant but | thought it would look nice on the good paper.

VOGEL
This paper isfor officid business.

LEAH
I’m sorry, Herr Kommandant.

VOGEL

Buy good paper for your private letters.

LEAH
Yes, Herr Kommandant.

Voge coughs repeatedly.

LEAH
Your cough has worsened.

Voge searches his pocket for ahandkerchief.
Leah hands her handkerchief to him. Hetakes it,
wipes his mouth.

VOGEL
It's none of your concern. Return to work.

Leah turns to leave, takes astep.

VOGEL
Wait. Come here.

Leah stops, turns and waks back to him. Voge
opens his coat, reaches inside and pulls out a
wallet. Heremoves cash, gvesit to her.

VOGEL
Buy some good stationery.

LEAH
No, | can't takeit. Thisistoo much.
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VOGEL
It's an order. Usetherest as you want.

Leah reaches out her hand. Vogd grasps it as she
takes the money .

VOGEL
I know blank officid stationery sellsfor alot of money on the black market. Do you
know what | could do to you, should do to you?

LEAH
Herr Kommandant, | begyou not to report me. | need the extramoney for food. My
sdary and Uncle Karl's pension are barely enough for us.

VOGEL
Rose came from afamily of means. | thought she left Karl everythingwhen she died.

LEAH
Yes, sheleft dl her debt. Aunt Rose was awonderful woman, but she spent it on jewery
and dresses for parties. He sold those things, and when the money was gone, he asked my
mother to let me cometo M unich. It's why he asked you to hire me. Herr Kommandant,
I’'msorry.

VOGEL
Never betray me again.

Voge looks at the handkerchief and foldsiit,
thenreturnsit to her. LIGHTSFADE. Voge
exits. SPOTLIGHT UP. Leah stepsintoit.

PETER
Whereis the stationery ?

LEAH
Voge caught me, but | talked my way out of it. Nothingwill happen.

PETER
How do you know?

LEAH
Hesaid that I'm too vauable. | was surprised how easy it wasto lie.
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PETER
You saved your lifeto fight another day. Shoresh, you've learned well. Hereis anew
assignment. We are planning an attack on the Gestapo in early December.

LEAH
Peter, it’s the start of the holiday season.

PETER
The Nazis kill year-round. Generd Wolff, Gestapo Kommandant for the Ninth Army is
comingto M unich. He and his wifewill host aparty at ahotd. We can seriously damage
the German high command with an attack on them.

LEAH
What aremy orders?

PETER
Do nothing, act shocked and supportive when it happens. It's an excdlent timeto hear
information, because the Gestapo will need to reassign officers when Wolff is dead. You
may work for another Kommandant.

LEAH
Oh.

PETER
Yes?

LEAH
It’s nothing.

PETER
Your nothingis aways something.

LEAH

I know how Vogd likes thework donein the office. Hetrusts me, and I’d haveto start
again with anew Kommandant.

PETER
Vo likesyou.

LEAH
No.
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PETER
He caught you with the stationery but didn’t punish you.

LEAH
Vogd knows that he can’t replace me. It’ s al business with him, not persond.

PETER
S0, you like him.

LEAH
It’simpossible.

PETER

It's unfortunate, but not impossible. Shoresh remember, Vogd is the enemy.

LEAH
Peter, | remember everything

SPOTLIGHT FADES LIGHTSUP as Vogd
enters office and sits behind the desk. Leah
walksto the desk and sitsin front of it. She
takes apad ready for dictation.

VOGEL
A memo to Nuremberg, Gestapo Headquarters, Attention Colond Schwitzer, regarding
Operation Black Cross ...

Vogd studies her as shewrites. He stops and
leans forward. Leah looks up.

LEAH
Yes, Herr Kommandant?

VOGEL
You seem different lately.

LEAH
| don't know what you mean.

VOGEL

Theré's something unusud about you.
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LEAH

| don't know what it could be. | dress the same, comb my hair. Too much lipstick? Tl
me, Herr Kommandant, 1’ll change it.

VOGEL
Just different. Back to theletter. Attention Colond Schwitzer, regarding Operation Black
Cross ...
Voge looks at her, again. Shelooks up.
LEAH
Yes?
VOGEL
It must beyour new promotion.
LEAH
Promotion?
VOGEL

Your nameis onthelist of secretaries re-classified Level Two with an increasein sadary .
It’1l help with food and stationery costs.

Voge hands Leah the memo.

LEAH
It doesn't say if | stay or go to another office.

VOGEL
You can stay as my secretary at the modest increase, or I'll spesk with Kommandant
Kruger, who needs anew secretary. He was promoted to Colone, so you would earn
more working for him.

LEAH
| likethework here. Herr Kommandant, | thought you couldn’t replace me.

VOGEL
| can't but if it’s abetter opportunity for you, and the Third Reich, take the job with
Kruger. I’ll find another secretary, but not Sophie; never Sophie.
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LEAH
Herr Kommandant, I’ Il remain working for you.

VOGEL
A chancelike this one doesn't happen often.

LEAH
I know but you helped Uncle Karl after Rose died. He spokewell of your kindness.

VOGEL
It wasn't kindness, but two men who shared the same misery. No one should suffer aone.
Don't stay out of loyalty.

LEAH
I'm staying out of respect for you, Herr Kommandant.

VOGEL
Very well.
(Voge looks at his watch.)
You can leave early to get ready for the party.

LEAH
Party ?

VOGEL
I’'minvited to Generd Wolff's party at the hotel at thelast moment. Colonel Schwitzer is
in Nurembergill. | want you to be my guest tonight.

LEAH
Herr Kommandant, | have errands.

VOGEL
Do errands another day . I'll need your translation skills since his wifeis Polish.

LEAH
Yes, Herr Kommandant.

VOGEL
I’ll pick you up at seven. That's dl.

LEAH

What about this letter for Operation Black Cross?
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VOGEL
I'll finish it tomorrow.

LEAH
It would be better to completeit now.

VOGEL
Tomorrow is soon enough.

LEAH
Herr Kommandant, | don't like leaving work undone.

VOGEL
But | do?

LEAH
Oh, no Herr Kommandant. | didn't mean that.

Voge picks up afileand startsto read it. Leah
stands to go, takes afew steps, pauses and
takes the handkerchief from her pocket. She

turns back to Vogd.

LEAH
Herr Kommandant?

VOGEL
Yes.

LEAH
M ay we have drinks before the party ?

VOGEL
We |l have them when we arrive.

LEAH
| mean privately.

VOGEL

Why?
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LEAH
(Sowly pulls the handkerchief through
her fingers. )
To celebrate my promotion. We can have aquiet celebration a your home, beforethe
party, so | can thank you.

LIGHTSDOWN. Vogd exits. SPOTLIGHT
UP. Leah stepsintoiit.

PETER
The bombing was a success. Wolff died in the explosion and wounded two other officers.
The Third Reich must reassign officers to fill the gap. It's ablow to their organization.

LEAH
A gesat victory for us.

PETER
Do you know why Voge arrived late a the party ?

LEAH
At thelast moment, | had to join him. Voge started dictating aletter about anew mission,
Operation Black Cross. | tried to get himto finish it, but he wanted to completeit the
next day. | didn't know if he, or | ,would survivethe attack.

PETER
What hgppened?

LEAH
I convinced Vogd to have drinks with me before the party. We arrived after the explosion
missing it afew minutes.

PETER
How fortunate. Tdl me about this mission.

LEAH
Operation Black Cross is amilitary campaign, amgor change against Engand.

PETER
Where? When?
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LEAH
| don't know. That’s al Voge told me.

PETER
It's vita you find out about it.

LEAH
There s so much confusion with Wolff dead. Vogd’ s consumed with the reorganization.

PETER
| need dates, times, names. Get the information from Vogd. | don't care how. Shoresh, do

whatever it takes.

LEAH
| dready did.

PETER
Then do it again.

Leah sighs, and rubs her face with her hands.
(Severa Bedats.) Leah wak away as Sophie
enters from the shadows. Leah’s shocked,
stops. Sophie slowly waks into the spotlight,
smiles, chuckles - she caught arat in atrgp. She
stopsin front of Leah. Sophie kisses Leah.
Smiles quickly then her smileis replaced with a
look of hate. She slaps Leah.

SOPHIE
| knew it. Just needed to follow you to find out what you’re hiding. Shoresh, | can smell a

spy, especidly aJew. The Third Reich will promote me and Vogd will marry me.

Sophie laughs tilting her head back. Leah opens
thering s top and tosses the Cyanide capsule
into her mouth. Sophie gags, so Leah closes her
mouth shut. Sophie chews it and swallows.
Leah grabs Sophie by thethroat, as she
strugges.

LEAH
Go ahead, fight, strugge. The poison will work faster. Just die. Lie down and die.
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Thewomen strugge. Leah forces Sophieto the
ground, straddling her. Sophietries to scream
but Leah covers her mouth with one hand and
stranges her with the other. Sophi€’ s strugde
lessens. SPOTLIGHT TO HALF, about 15-
seconds to denote time passes. Sophi€ s body
goes limp. SPOTLIGHT TO FULL. PETER
steps out of the shadows behind Leah, still over
Sophie€' s body. He' s close to the spotlight but
his faceis still hidden.

PETER
Shoresh, she's dead.
(Peter’ s voice stuns Leah. She climbs off
Sophi€’ s body, turns and steps to him.
Peter puts up his hand to stop her.)
Sop. You can't seeme,

LEAH
(Stops.)
Why didn’'t you help me?

PETER
| was prepared to kill her, but had to see how you handled it.

LEAH
You made meinto one of them. I'm like them.

PETER
Quiet. Say cam. Thewar madeyou into akiller, not me.

LEAH
What do we do?

PETER
I'll get rid of her body . You return to work tomorrow as usual.

LEAH
People will ask about Sophie, she'll be missed.
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PETER
For awhile. Say you don’t know about her disgppearance. Go before someone comes.

LEAH
Peter, | can’t do this work any more.

PETER
We need you.

LEAH
Peter---

PETER

Shoresh, stay cam, think, lie, survive.

LIGHTSDOWN.
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ACT II, SCENES

FRAUENKIRCHE CATHEDRAL
CONFERENCE ROOM - Lesh sits beside Emil
and Capek. M ueller slowly paces.

LEAH
When Sophiedidn’t show up a work, the SS. officers questioned the secretaries. | didn’'t
know anything about her life. The Police and officers searched for her, dive or dead, but
never found her. After aweek, every one assumed sheran awaywith aboyfriend. No one

redly missed her.

M UELLER
And Vogd?

LEAH
Josef and | became lovers.

M UELLER
What dse?

LEAH

| found out about Operation Black Cross and told Peter, but it was alie. The SS. planted
the news to catch Resistance members. They captured Peter and tortured him cutting out

his eyes but hedidn't say anything. | found out my parents died in the Ghetto. | told Karl
| was leaving and hid with other members. They taught me to decode messages.

EMIL
| found Leah hidingin aschool basement | was renovating.

LEAH
Theothersfled but after my parents died, | didn't care what hgppened to me.

MUELLER
Does Vogd know you are carrying his child?

EMIL
It's my baby.

MUELLER
Emil, don’t beafool. Leah, that’s why you left.
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LEAH
Josef wanted to marry me.

Voge suddenly bargesin.

VOGEL
Your Excellency, excusetheinterruption ...
(Sees Legh.)
Leah, Leah.

Voge approaches Leah but Emil blocks him.

EMIL
Touch her and I'll kill you.

MUELLER
Emil don't becomewhat you hate.
(ToVogd.)
M gor Vogd, we have adilemma

Voge cough severdly.

MUELLER
Josef, you'revery ill.

Vogd startsto recover.

VOGEL
Leah, why did you leave?

EMIL
Don't talk to him.

LEAH

You would have found out | am aJew.

VOGEL
| decidewho's aJew.

EMIL
Today, | anone
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VOGEL
You'reonly atraitor.
LEAH
Soismy baby.
VOGEL

What baby ?1s it mine?

Vogd coughs, again. M ueller quides himto a

chair.
MUELLER
Father Capek, cdl my doctor.
EMIL
Don't help him.
VOGEL

No doctor can hep me. It's Cancer.
Leah gets closer to him, but Emil protests.

EMIL
Leah, heis amurderer like dl of them.

LEAH
Josef, there must be someway to help you.

VOGEL
Come back with me.

EMIL
Your Excellency, wewish to stay herewith God.

VOGEL
You'll see him soon enough.

MUELLER
What did you say?
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EMIL
We seek sanctuary .

VOGEL
Comewith me. Leah, you'll be safe, | promise,

MUELLER
M gor Vogd, Emil has requested sanctuary .

VOGEL
| don't care.

M UELLER
| do, I'mapriest and must grant it.

VOGEL
No more Church nonsense.

M UELLER

Slence. It’s theword of God. Let meinformyou of M atthew Twenty-Five, Thirty-Five,
"For | was hungry and you gave mefood; | was thirsty and you gave me drink; | was a
stranger and y ou gave me shdter.”

VOGEL
| must arrest them for treason.

Voge steps forward. Emil shields Leah.

EMIL
Help us.

MUELLER
(Blocks Vogd.)
In the name of God, stop. Sanctuary is granted to those who fears persecution and
injustice from agovernment. They arein this house of God with the complete protection
of the Holy Catholic Church. Their request deserves respect. | deserve respect.

VOGEL
Thelaws of the Third Reich order me.



COPYRI GHT 2021

85.

MUELLER
M gor Vogd, your laws have no power here. Get out. The Church orders you.

VOGEL
Don’'t interfere with my duty.

MUELLER
How dareyou interfere with mine.

VOGEL

Leah, I'll let Jaeger go. | only want you and the baby .

EMIL
It"s my child.

VOGEL
| don’t care. Comewith me.

Voge reaches for Leah, but Emil pushes him

away.
LEAH
| can't.
VOGEL
Shoresh, | love you. Return with me.
LEAH
How did you know?
VOGEL

It doesn't matter. I'll protect you. Karl is safetoo. You're my family now.

EMIL
He s lyning.

VOGEL
I only have alittletimeleft. Then you will befreeto do anythingyou want.

EMIL
How many Jews begged for ther lives before you killed them?
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VOGEL
I'm not one of them. | was never one of them. | just want my family .
(Voge coughs severdy, fdls on his knees.
Leah kneds beside him. Vogd clutches
her hand and slowly regains his
composure. She holds him.)
You can end this beforeit goestoo far, and | can't help you.

LEAH
| can't.

Voge looks at Emil and M udler. Vogd regains
his military composure. He brushes off his
uniform, and stiffens as if the creases penetrate
his body. Voge steps closer to M udler.

VOGEL
Your Excedlency, hand them over to me, and I'll tell Reichfuhrer Himmler of your
cooperation. I'm sure he' Il thank you in some way .

MUELLER
No.

VOGEL
You're making it more difficult than necessary.

MUELLER
| decide what is necessary here.

VOGEL
A man who commits treason is an enemy of the Third Reich. Anyonewho aids him, isa
part of his crime. Can the Catholic Church afford to be an enemy of Germany?

MUELLER
The question to ask is can the Third Reich, with twenty million Catholics in Germany,
afford to be our enemy ?

VOGEL
Areyou threatening the Reich?
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MUELLER
Mgor Vo ... Josef, | don’t threaten, occasiondly warn, as| do now.

VOGEL
A priest's authority can be overruled by ahigher Church power. However, you are no
ordinary priest. The Pope himsdf is the only Church authority that can overruleyou.

MUELLER
If he overrules me, it would take day's, weeks, months if ever. His Holiness is very busy.
| won't press him for adecision on aminor issue. It's better for you to forget them.

VOGEL
I’ll make them examples useless defiance. Therequest to the Vatican will come directly
from Reichfuhrer Himmler. It'll take hours not day's. You and your staff can perform your
norma duties, but I'll post guards outside.

MUELLER
M gor Vogd, don't underestimatethe Holy Father. He must overrule my decision. My
decision. His Holiness and | have a deep friendship of many years. We were ordained
together. We are...brothers.

VOGEL
Perhaps you underestimate him, because the Pope has friendship with the Third Reich
for many years.

Vogd looks at Leah, then exits. LIGHT Sto half.
M ueller exits followed by Emil and Leah.
LIGHTSUP. Capek stretches and paces as Emil

re-enters.
CAPEK
How is Leah? |’ m concerned the stress will be too much. We can have adoctor look at
her.
EMIL

| checked, sheis restingin aroom down the hal. Perhgps later adoctor can see her.
M ueller enters.

MUELLER
Whereis Vogd?
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CAPEK

Your Excelency, hereturned to his office. Guards are posted a al the entrances. There's
no way to get out.

MUELLER
Emil, you must find away to convince Leah to be baptized. | can grant her, and the baby,,
more protection.

EMIL
Shewon't renounce her faith.

Voge enters. M udler goes to him.

MUELLER
There€ sno decision yet. | told you it would take day s. WEIl contact you, if necessary.

M ueller waves him off but Voge steps forward.

VOGEL
Even if sanctuary is granted, they will be prisoners here.

M UELLER
Better here than Dachau.

VOGEL
Why do you risk so much protectingtraitors?

MUELLER
I'm protecting children of God resisting evil. But it's what you risk that concerns me
more.

VOGEL
Wha?

MUELLER

Damnation. Josef, you're not Catholic but I'll hear y our confession, so God can forgve
your sins. Then you can join your wifefor eternity. It's your only savation, my son.

M ueller puts his hand on Vogd's shoulders. He
amost bresks but stiffens and steps away .
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VOGEL
Let's seewho ends up in hell first.

Leah enters. Vogd sees her, but turns away .
Emil goes to her and leads her to achair.

MUELLER
How do you fed, Leah?

LEAH
Better after | ate and slept.

MUELLER

Get accustomed to your new home. You're be here awhile.

The phonées ring. M udler nods at Capek, he
answersiit.

CAPEK
Yes? Your Excdlency, it's the Vatican.

Capek hands the phoneto M udler and steps
back. He crosses himself then takes the phone
and listens. He pauses after each reply.

MUELLER
Yes, Your Holiness. Of course. | understand, Your Grace. Thank you, Holy Father.
(Sowly puts phone down.)
Sanctuary is denied.

VOGEL
In the name of the Third Reich, both of you are under arrest.

M ueller grabs Leah.

MUELLER
Leah, do you believein God the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth?

Leah is scared, confused. Capek stepsto her.
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CAPEK
Say, "l do believe.™

LEAH
| can't.

EMIL
You must.

VOGEL
You are under arrest.

CAPEK
Leah, say it.

VOGEL

I've wasted too much time on this shit.

MUELLER
Slence, you bastard. Leah, it will saveyour life, and the baby . Say it.

VOGEL
(Pulls out arevolver.)
Sep aside priest.
M ueller ignores him and stepsto Leah.

MUELLER
Do you believein God the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth? Leah?

LEAH
(Shaky Voice)
| do believe.
VOGEL
(Pointsthegun a M ueller.)
Sep aside.

M uller confronts him. Voge lowers the gun.

MUELLER
Do you believein Jesus Christ?
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LEAH
(Firmer Voice.)
| do believe.

MUELLER
Do you bdievein Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was born and who suffered

LEAH
Yes, | do bdieve.

MUELLER
Do you bdievein the Holy Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of Saints,
the forgveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting?

LEAH
| do bdieve.

M ueller makes the sign of the cross on her
forehead. Capek and Emil cross themselves.

MUELLER
| baptizeyou in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Leah Ginsbergis now baptized as a Catholic and protected by the Holy Catholic Church.

VOGEL
Fuck you, priest. I'll kill them here.

Vogd raises his gun. Emil pushes Leah behind
him. M ueller lunges and pushes Voge offstage.
A strugge...then two shots are heard. A long
pause. M uéeller re-enters holding the gun.

MUELLER
(To Capek.)
Listen to me, | acted done. You had no part init. They had no part init. Understand?
CAPEK
No, no, no.
EMIL

The Gestapo will throw you in Dachau with your priests.
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MUELLER

| didn't expect the Holy Father to overrule...not my brother.

(Best.)
Father Capek, disguise Emil and Leah as staff. Go to the basement, on the North wall isa
wooden lever. It opens adoor to atunnd that leads to a church warehouse ablock away .
Have my driver meet you there. The Church’s planeiswaitingat the airport, it’ll take
you to Sockholm. The Bishop can get passports for al of you to Engand. Tdl the
guards Vogd and | can't bedisturbed. That’Il gveyou timeto escape.

CAPEK
| won't leaveyou.

MUELLER
Michad, | trust only you. Do as| say, my son.

EM IL
You must come with us.

MUELLER
My placeis here.

LEAH

Wewon't leaveyou.
(Leah grabs for M udller, his cloak opens,
reveds asilver chain with amedal.)

A Sar of David?

MUELLER
Forget you saw it.

LEAH
Why do you wesr it?

MUELLER

I'maJdew. My parents let aCatholic family adopt me as aboy. Some Jewish families did
it to protect their children. | thought if | became apriest, 1'd be safe.

LEAH
You didn’'t abandon me, | won't leaveyou.

MUELLER
Go. (Loud.) GO. (Louder.)
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Capek and Emil pull Leah away. They rush out.

LIGHTSDOWN ontheset. SPOTLIGHT UP
A moonlight gow. The sound of afew birds
chirping. It’s the garden again. M udller strolls
into the moonlight, admiring it al, smdlstheair.

Inhales deeply.
MUELLER
Thenight air.
(Besat.)
Yes, thisisavery good year for my roses.
(Besat.)

Forgve me, Father for | have sinned.
(Kneds and recite M ourner's Kaddish.)
Yitgadd v'yitkadash sh'mel raba B'amadi v'rachirute, V'yamlich machute,
B'chay eichon uv'y omeichon Uv'chay el d'chol beit Yisrad Baagdauviz'man kariv. Vim'ru:
Amen.

SPOTLIGHT DOWN - A GUNSHOT.

THEEND





