(Printed with the demonstration version of Fade In)

Root ed

Witten by
Andr ew Dee

Copyright (c) 2021
1st Draft

andydeel995@mai | . com
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EXT. ST. JOAN S H GH SCHOCL — M DDAY

St. John's High School is nestled in the | eafy suburbs of
Bri sbane, Australia. Blue skies, white fluffy clouds, and a
cal m breeze alleviate the sweltering heat of the Australian
sun.

Water trickles froma nearby stream down into a shall ow
creek at the back of the school. The nuddy creek-bed is
littered with rocks, fallen | eaves and the occasi onal
sprinkling of black and green noss. Small fish swimby and

i nsects hover over head. The water is crystal clear and cool
to the touch.

RACK FOCUS on the surface of the water. W see the face of a
teenage boy in the reflection. The inmage of his face
distorts as the water ripples.

Anxi ous and introspective by nature, ELIJAH (16) has bl ack
hair and soft features.

CLOSE on Eli as he gazes into the water

CUT TO

EXT. BEACH - 2 WEEKS EARLI ER ( FLASHBACK)

PENNY and Eli wal k al ong the beach as the | ast streaks of
gold fade fromthe sky. Water laps at their feet as the tide
conmes in. Their friends are gathered around a fire in the
treeline.

Penny' s bl onde al nost white hair conpl enents her tanned
brown skin.

Eli grabs her by the hand, pulls her close and |leans in for
a ki ss.

She pushes hi m away.

PENNY

" m breaking up with you
ELI

What ?
PENNY

|'m breaking up with you

ELI
Wiy? Did | do sonet hing w ong?

( CONTI NUED)
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2.
2 CONTI NUED:
PENNY
I[t's just... it's not working out,
that's all.
ELI
| don't understand, | though

everyt hing was great.

PENNY
Look, it's easier if you don't ask
guestions. It's done, it's over,
we' re finished.

ELI
Is there soneone el se?

PENNY
No, there's nobody el se, that's not
it, it'sjust... it feels Iike you're

pretending to be sonmeone you're not.
You're just a reflection of what you
t hi nk ot her people want to see in
you.

Looking at you is like looking in the
mrror.

|"msorry.
She turns and | eaves and doesn't | ook back.

CUT TO

3 EXT. ST. JOHNS HI GH SCHOOL - BACK TO PRESENT
ELI JAH - THOUSAND- YARD STARE
LI AM approaches in the background. The sound of his
f oot steps echos off the concrete buil dings nearby. E
doesn't react.

LI AM
Hey Eli. Lunch is over, tine to go.

Charm ng and handsonme, LIAM prefers to live in the nonent,
for better or worse.

He stands over Eli's shoul der | ooking down at him

LI AM (cont' d)
What are you doi ng?

( CONTI NUED)
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ELI
Not hi ng. .
Just fantasizing about the day | get
to | eave this place.

LI AM
Cool ... Let's go.

Eli stands up but his thoughts are el sewhere. Liam puts his
hand on Eli's shoul der.

LI AM (cont' d)
You al right?

He snaps out of his trance, |ike waking froma dream
ELI
Yeah, I'’mgreat. Let’s go.

The boys turn and | eave. W follow themas they walk to
cl ass.

LI AM
You excited for tonight?

ELI
Definitely. Wait... what’s happening
t oni ght ?

LI AM

Jess’ s party. You renenber?

ELI
That’s right. Is it just me, or did
she get really hot over the summrer?

LI AM
It’s not just you. | never really
noti ced her before but lately I can't
st op thi nking about her.

ELI
I nean she was al ways kinda cute...
LI AM
But now you actually want to fuck
her ?
ELI

Pretty nuch.

( CONTI NUED)
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LI AM
Yeah, you and every ot her douchebag
at this school, probably sone of the
teachers too. Have you noticed the
way M. O Brien |ooks at sonme of the
girls?

ELI
It's not just the girls. Did you hear
about himand the chicks from | ast
year ?

LI AM
He didn't...Did he?

ELI
No, at least | don't think so. |
heard he was texting with sonme of the
seniors fromlast year and tried to
hooki n as soon as they graduat ed.

LI AM
That' s fucked!

They clinb a long set of stairs and nove through the
courtyard. Small kids wi th backpacks half their size rush by
in the opposite direction.

ELI

So you're into Jess then?
LI AM

Per haps. ..
ELI

Way did she invite ne to her party
anyway? | barely know her

LI AM
She didn’t. She invited nme cause |’ m
a friend of dare’'s, and I|'mthe one
who invited you.

ELI
But she knows |I'mcomng right? |
don’t want to show up uninvited and
it be awkward.

LI AM
Nah its cool. You know what these
parties are |like anyway, after a few
dri nks, nobody gives a fuck.

( CONTI NUED)
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ELI
True, but did you ask her or not?
LI AM
Look, | asked Clare to ask Jess if |

could bring a friend and she was |ike
‘yeah, sure, whatever’

ELI JAH
| just don't want it to be weird is
al | .

LI AM
It won’'t be weird unless you make it
wei rd. Just act cool and it’' Il be
cool .

They conme to a fork in the footpath and stop.

LI AM (cont' d)
| gotta go to chem stry.
(nmotions left)

You?
ELI JAH
Engl i sh.
(nmotions right)
LI AM
Alright, 1'lIl neet you in the car

park after school
Liamturns to | eave, then doubl es back.
LI AM (cont' d)

| alnost forgot, we gotta go to
Johnny’ s place after school, then

Samis, then we can chill at ny place
alright?

ELI
Didn't you see Johnny just the other
week?

LI AM

That was nore |ike a nonth ago.

ELI
And you snoked it all already?

LI AM
So what? Don't be so judgnental.

( CONTI NUED)
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ELI
You snmoke a | ot of weed, just saying.

LI AM
| didn’'t hear you conpl ai ni ng when
you were snoking it wth ne.

M. OBrien, the creepy teacher they nentioned earlier wal ks
by. As he cuts across their path he | ooks them over

suspi ciously. The boys pretend as if they' ve been talking
about football the whole tine.

LI AM (cont' d)
I"mjust saying, | don't think Croft
has what it takes to be a five-
ei ght h.

ELI
Neither do I, but I'd pick himover
MIlford at the noment.

Liamwaits for M. OBrien to get out of earshot before
returning to their previous discussion.

LI AM
What’s the big deal? You know I'm
happy to share. Is that what this is
about ?

ELI
(waves hi m away)
What ever man.
(wal ks of f)

LI AM
(shouts after him
So I'll see you in the car park?

W follow Eli as he continues on his way to class. He turns
a corner and runs into Penny.

Anwkwar d conversati on ensues...

ELI
Hey.

PENNY
Hey, what’s up?

ELI
Not nuch, you?

( CONTI NUED)
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PENNY
Yeah, sane.

She re-positions her tote bag over her shoul der and returns
a bl ank expression.

ELI
How s your week been? Do you feel
i ke people treat us differently now
that we're seniors?

PENNY
Ugh, kind of. | think we're expected
to be role nodels for the younger
ki ds or sonet hi ng.

ELI
If only they knew what we got up to
on the weekends. Speaking of which,
are you going to Jess’s thing
t oni ght ?

PENNY
Yeah, | think so. Are you? | didn't
know you got invited.

ELI
Li am asked Jess if | could cone and
she said it was cool so... uml|’'II
see you there?
PENNY
May be.
(beat)

We shoul d probably go. | don’t want
to be late to biology first week

back.
ELI
Yeah, of course, I'l|l see you tonight
maybe.
Penny wal ks of f.
ELI (cont'd)

(to hinself)
VWhat the fuck was that?

CUT TO
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INT. ST. JOHAN S H GH SCHOCL. ENG.I SH CLASSROOM — AFTERNOON

Posters of high school classics |like The Crucible and To
Kill a Mocking Bird line the classroomwalls.

A bird circles outside the wi ndow near where Eli is seated.

He watches it enviously.

JOSH
(nudges Eli)

What are you | ooking at?

ELI
Not hi ng, why? What are we supposed to
be doi ng?

JOSH
Readi ng Macbeth. | can't understand

hal f the shit they' re saying.

JOSH i s anot her one of the stoner slacker types El
surrounds hinmself with. He sits next to PACE, the teacher's
pet .

PAGE
(interjecting)
We're reading fromAct 5, scene 5.

JCSH
(sarcasm
Yes... Thank you Page.
ELI
(to Josh)
| can’t do this, it's too late in the
day. W leave in like 10 m nutes

anyway.
MR. STEVENS stands at the front of the cl ass.

MR. STEVENS
Wul d anybody like to volunteer to
read the next scene?

PAN TO REVEAL - Half the kids are falling asleep and the
rest are watching the clock as it ticks towards 3pm

MR. STEVENS (cont' d)
Real | y, nobody?

As he | ooks around the room he sees Page's hand shoot up.
Behi nd her, he notices Eli staring out the w ndow.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
MR. STANFAST
Elijah, what are your thoughts on
what we were reading just now?

ELI
Ummmm . .

He scans the page in front of himl ooking for sonething
intelligent to say but can't think of anything.

He | ooks to Page but she turns away.

ELI (cont'd)

"' mnot sure.
MR. STEVENS

(sighs)

Did you even read the scene or have
you been daydreaming this entire
time?

He goes to answer but M. Stevens waves him off.

MR. STEVENS (cont' d)
Here's what we're gonna do. Eli your
going to play Machbeth and Josh you're
Seyt on.

ELI
Ch, cone on, | don't --

MR STEVENS
Too bad. Wenever you're ready.

ELI
(robotic)
To hear a night-shriek and ny fell of
hair. Wuld at a dismal treatise
rouse and stir.

M. Stevens urges himon, hoping to drag some enotion out of
hi m
ELI (cont'd)
As |ife were in't. | have supped ful
with horrors. Direness famliar to ny

sl aught erous t houghts. Cannot once
start ne.

JOSH

(playful)
The queen! My lord! |Is dead!

( CONTI NUED)
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10.

ELI
She shoul d have di ed hereafter. There
woul d have been a tine for such a
word. Tonorrow a --

MR. STEVENS
No, no, no! You're butchering it Eli,
have you no passi on?

ELI
(shrugs)
MR STEVENS
Fine, fine, | guess I'll have to do

it myself.
Hi s delivery rem nds one of Sir lan MKellen.

MR. STEVENS (cont' d)
She shoul d have di ed hereafter
There woul d have been a tinme for such
a word. Tonorrow... and tonorrow. ..
and tonorrow... Creeps in this petty
pace fromday to day. To the | ast
syl l able of recorded tine. And al
our yesterdays have |lighted fools.
The way to dusty death. Qut! Qut!
Brief candle.

CLOSE on El

H's indifference turns to intrigue.

MR. STEVENS (cont' d)
Life's but a wal king shadow, a poor
pl ayer. That struts and frets his
hour upon the stage. And then is
heard no nore. It is a tale. Told by
an idiot, full of sound and fury,
signi fyi ng not hi ng.

Fi st clenched, he pauses for dramatic effect.

MR. STEVENS (cont' d)
(to Eli)
That's how it's done.

He paces around the classroomas he | ectures.

MR. STEVENS (cont' d)
(to students)
Macbeth's soliloquy is a distillation
of everything Shakespeare is trying
to express.

( CONTI NUED)
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11.

MR. STEVENS (cont' d)
We know Macbeth wants to be king, of
that we can be sure, but we don't
qui te understand why.

CLOSE on El

Deep in thought.

MR. STEVENS (cont' d)
The problemwas not that he wanted to
be king, but that he had to be tal ked
into it.

M. Stevens reaches the back corner near where Eli is seated
and speaks directly to him

MR. STEVENS (cont' d)
The tragedy of Macbeth's Iife was not
that his anbition consunmed him.. but
that his anbition was enpty. He was
pretending to be sonething he wasn't,
sonet hi ng he t hought he want ed,
sonet hi ng he thought was supposed to
be.

Eli looks up at him their eyes neet.

MR. STEVENS (cont' d)
Hs |[ife was not inherently
meani ngl ess, it was neani ngl ess
because he chose to live his |ife as
others wanted himto live it...and
that is what he realizes in this
nonent .

Just as M. Stevens finishes his nonol ogue, the school bel
rings. He shouts after his students as they saunter out the
cl assroom

MR STEVENS
Have a good weekend. |'d reconmend
starting your assignnment now rat her
than leaving it to the |l ast second.
(to Eli)
Eli, can | have a word?

El i approaches MR Stevens, who is seated behind his desk at
the front of the class.

ELI
What’ s up?

( CONTI NUED)
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12.

MR STEVENS
What ' s been going on with you lately?
Seens |ike your brain is still on
vacati on.

ELI
I don’t know, |I"'ve just had a | ot on
my m nd.

MR STEVENS
Li ke what ?

ELI

| don't know, just stuff.

MR STEVENS
Ok, well you need to get it together
Normal Iy you' re nmuch nore focused
than this. If you apply yourself this

year, you' Il have a |lot nore options
at university next year.
(beat)
You do want to go to university don't
you?
ELI

I haven't decided yet.

MR STEVENS
Look, regardl ess of what you decide
to do, nowis not the tine to take
your eye off the ball. Nowis the
time to think about your future and
where you want to be five, ten
fifteen years from now.

ELI
Yep.

M. Stevens studies himfor a second.

MR STEVENS
You have so nmuch potential Eli |I'd
hate to see it go to waste |like so
many of the other kids round here.
Al'l they think about are parties and
what ever depraved things teenagers
get up to nowadays.

ELI
Not ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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MR STEVENS
Anyway, enjoy the weekend and get
started on that assignnent. You'll be

surprised how quickly tine passes.

ELI
Sur e thing.

CUT TO...

5 EXT. ST. JOHAN' S H GH SCHOOL. CAR PARK — 5 M NUTES LATER
Students flock to the car park.

The younger kids wait for their parents to pick themup
whil e the ol der kids hangout in their cars playing nusic and
tal king shit.

Eli drives a old Hyundai Excel, which is best described as
"sensible'. He see's Liamsitting on the bonnet and gestures
for himto get off.

ELI
Hey. How was chem stry?
LI AM
Shit! Ms. Harrison is such a

bi tch..
CUT TO...

6 INT. ST. JOHN' S H GH SCHOOL. CHEM STRY CLASSROOM — 30
M NUTES EARLI ER

Ms. Harrison, a stout mddl e aged woman with red hair and
red cheeks wal ks around the cl assroom checki ng her students
homewor K.

LI AM (V. Q)
She went round the entire class
checki ng our homework one by one. |
was sitting at the back shitting ny
pants cause there’s nothing | can do
except wait ny turn and try to cone
up with a good excuse in the
meanti me. You shoul d have seen the
| ook on her face when she got round
to me.

We see the guilty look on his face followed by her furious
reaction.
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14.

CUT TO

EXT. CAR PARK

Eli whips out his car keys and unl ocks the doors.

LI AM
So she starts going on this rant
about how |I"m such a failure, |ike

"you have to deci de what kind of
person you' re going to be, or you'll
end up a burnout™.

(1 aughs)
d assi c.

ELI
Maybe she’s right.

LI AM
Yeah probably.

Eli and Liam open the car doors and throw their bags in the
back seat.

ELI
| got a simlar lecture fromM.
Stevens just now. He says | seem
di stracted and that | have "so nuch
potential ".
(with air quotes)

LI AM
He’s right about the first bit. You
have been pretty spacey, at |east
nore than usual

ELI
What ever, | don't have the |uxury of
sl acking off |ike you do.

LI AM
Quch, no need to be a dick about it.

(beat)
Now | et’s go buy sonme drugs!

INT. ELI'"S CAR - CONTI NUOUS
They get into Eli’s car and head towards Johnny’ s house.

Li am goes to plug the AUX cord into his phone but Eli swats
it away.

( CONTI NUED)
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15.

ELI
I'"d rather just listen to the radio.

LI AM
Suit yourself.
(turns on radio)

Li am reaches for the dial to turn the nusic up. E
i medi ately turns it back down.

ELI
| haven’'t seen Samin a while, what's
he up to nowadays?

LI AM
Training to be an el ectrician.

ELI
That’ s right, he was al ways good at
that type of stuff.

LI AM
That’ s about the only thing he was
good at, that and footy.

ELI
What's the noney |ike?
LI AM
He’'s still an apprentice, so jack

shit. But once he gets qualified it's
like 60 to 80 thousand dependi ng on
what ki nd of work you do.

ELI
Not bad and you don’t even have to go
to uni.

LI AM

Yeah fuck that. Plus it’s even better
if you do commercial work or get one
of those jobs out in the m nes.

ELI
Yeah, but nobst of those guys just
spend their noney on bullshit anyway.

LI AM
I know but | reckon Sam has nore
sense than that.

He points toward the intersection.

( CONTI NUED)



(Printed with the demonstration version of Fade In)
8 CONTI NUED: (2)

16.

LI AM (cont' d)
Turn left at the next set of lights

up ahead.
ELI

What are you gonna do after school ?
LI AM

No i dea.
ELI

Surely, you’' ve thought about it.

LI AM
Yeah, but | try not to.

ELI
What about chem stry?

LI AM
That stuff is interesting, but I
don't want to do that for a living.
You gotta go to uni and get a whole
bunch of degrees before anybody takes
you seriously.

ELI
So what are you going to do?
LI AM
| dunno, be a burnout, like Ms.

Harri son sai d.

Eli goes to follow up but Liamcuts himoff.

ELI
That's --

LI AM
It'’s left down this street, nunber
37.

The boys pull up in the driveway of a ranmshackl e
Queensl ander.
9 EXT. JOHANNY' S HOUSE - DAY
ELI

| know | say it every tine, but this
pl ace is sketchy as fuck

( CONTI NUED)



9

10

(Printed with the demonstration version of Fade In) 17

CONTI NUED: 9

LI AM
Conme on, it’'s not that bad.

ELI
Mat e, you take one | ook at the
br oken-down car in the front yard and
the grass that hasn’t been nmowed in
nmont hs and you think to yourself, ‘it
| ooks like a drug dealer lives here’.

LI AM
You're nore than wel cone to cut the
grass if it bothers you that nuch

They exit the car, clinb the stairs and knock on the front
door. They wait but get no response.

They knock again and again no one answers.

ELI
You sure he’'s hone?

LI AM
He said he would be, but you know how
unreliable he is.

Suddenly, JOHNNY (26) bursts through the door, al nost

Kranmer esque, wearing nothing but an ol d bathrobe and odd
socks. It seens |like he's always hopped up on sonething, but
you can never tell what.

J OHNNY
Hey boys, what’s going on? WAs j ust
getting dressed. Cone in.

As he cl oses the door behind them Johnny takes a | ook
around to check if anybody saw t hem cone in.

I NT - JOHNNY' S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS 10

The boys enter the house and walk into the living room They
see a young girl a couple of years older than thensel ves
sprawl ed out on the couch watching TV. She is al so dressed
in a bathrobe and is wearing the matching pair of odd socks.

JOHNNY
(to Liamand Eli)
This is Sandy.
(to Sandy)
Say H Sandy.

( CONTI NUED)
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SANDY
(indifferent)
Hey.

JOHNNY
(to El'i and Liam
Don't worry about her she's baked out
of her m nd.

They wal k through the living roomand past the kitchen to

t he veranda at the back of the house and take seats around a
wooden table. It's the kind of thing you' d see in an | KEA
cat al og, except w thout the bongs and beer cans.

EXT. JOHNNY' S HOUSE. VERANDA - CONTI NUOUS 11
J OHNNY
You guys want sonething to drink,

wat er, coke, whatever?

LI AM
1”1l take a water

ELI
Me too thanks.

Johnny | eaves to fetch the water.

Eli pushes away a massive ashtray overflowing with cigarette
butts while Liamtoys with a gl ass bong.

Johnny returns with two gl asses of water.

LI AM
Who was that back there?
J OHNNY
You nean Sandy?
LI AM
Yeah, are you guys?..
(" Fucki ng")
J OHNNY

Yeah bro. How s school ?
ELI

It’s only the first week back and |
can't wait to | eave already.

( CONTI NUED)
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J OHNNY
You can’t think like that mate, you
gotta enjoy it while it lasts. You

m ght not like it now but you' Il mss
t hose days when they’ re gone, trust
ne.

ELI

| don’t know, seens |ike you' re doing
pretty well for yourself.

J OHNNY
I"mglad it |ooks that way to you.
Thi s business has its perks. You get
to do whatever you want, whenever you
want and... you get to keep the best
stuff for yourself. Speaking of
which, | just picked up sone
surprisingly good coke if you're
i nterested?

LI AM
Nah 11l just stick with the usual.

J OHNNY
Conme on that’s boring. | got Dexies,
MD, Oxy, Anmbien, Adderall, Ritalin,
what ever you want man | got it. Wy
don’t you try sonethi ng new? Wo
knows, you mght like it.

LI AM
Yeah that’s what I'’mafraid of. That,
plus | don’'t have any noney.

JOHNNY
(to liam
You're loss. Cone on, it’s in ny

bedr oom

Liam notions to Johnny as if to ask whether Eli should cone
with them

JOHNNY (cont' d)
(to Eli)
Nah just chill bro.
Johnny and Liam | eave while Eli hangs out by hinself.
30 seconds later - Sandy wanders onto the veranda. She sits

down opposite Eli, pulls out a pack of cigarettes from
i nside her robe and |ights up.

( CONTI NUED)
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SANDY
Can you pass ne the?..

She notions towards the ashtray Eli pushed away earlier. El
reaches over and passes it to her.

SANDY (cont' d)
Thanks, wait, who are you?

ELI
Eli, we net earlier.

SANDY
Where's Johnny?

ELI
He and ny friend went to his bedroom
to umm .. do business.

SANDY
You make it sound so professional.

She notions towards himw th the pack of cigarettes, as if
to offer himone. He politely declines.

ELI
How | ong have you guys been dating?
SANDY
W’ re not. He didn't say that did he?
ELI
No, no, | just assumned.
SANDY
We're just friends.
ELI
I didn’t nean anything by it.
SANDY
O course not. | just... don’'t want
people thinking that, that's all.
ELI
Wy not ?
SANDY

Because he's a drug deal er

ELI
Yeah, right.

( CONTI NUED)
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21.
CONTI NUED:  ( 3) 11
She points to his blue and green school uniform
SANDY
You go to St. Johns?
ELI
Yeah.
SANDY
You guys suck at football.
CUT TO
I NT. JOHNNY' S HOUSE. JOHNNY' S BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS 12

Clothes clutter the floor. By the |looks of it, an intimte
nmoment was cut short.

Liamsits on the end of Johnny's unnade bed while he digs
into his sock draw to find his stash of weed. Unlike
everything else in his bedroom his socks are neatly

arr anged.

He grabs a pair of green and gold socks, reaches in, pulls
out a big bag of weed and starts weighting it out on a snal
set of scales.

JOHNNY
What's the deal with Eli?
LI AM
What do you nean?
JOHNNY
Just... he's kinda square.
LI AM
Yeah but he's a nice guy.
JOHNNY
| conpletely agree. |I'mjust
saying... there are friends you

hangout with when you're sober and
friends you hangout w th when you
want to get fucked up and party.
Wi ch one is he?

LI AM

| don't know. | trust him he's that
ki nd of guy.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
Fuck that man, that shit's overrated.
What you need is soneone who can go
with you, nice ain't gonna cut it.

Johnny goes back to the sock draw, grabs a pair of blue and
white socks and pulls out a small bag of white powder. He
dangles it tantalizingly in front of Liam

JOHNNY (cont' d)
What you need is soneone who's on
your |evel. Cause |I know you wanna
take it to the next level. You get

me?
LI AM
Yeah... | get you.
CUT TO
EXT. JOHNNY' S HOUSE. VERANDA - MOVMVENTS LATER 13

Johnny and Liam wal k back onto the veranda where Eli and
Sandy sit in silence.

J OHNNY
Oh, hey guys.

He wal ks over to Sandy and gives her a kiss on the cheek.

JOHNNY (cont' d)
You boys are nore than welconme to
snoke up here if you want.

LI AM
Fuck yeah.

SANDY
(to Johhny)
| thought you said we were going
shoppi ng. W& need to get stuff for
di nner tonight.

J OHNNY
Shit, | did say that.

ELI
Nah it’s cool, we gotta go anyway.

Liamis noticeably di sappoi nt ed.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 13
JOHNNY
Sorry guys, next tine.
Johnny shows them out.
EXT. JOHANNY' S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS 14

He cl oses the door behind themas they wal k down the stairs.

LI AM
| was sooooo keen to get blazed right
now. His bong is |ike sonmething out
of a rap video.

They get in the car.

INT. ELI'"S CAR - CONTI NUQUS 15

ELI
Better than the Gatorade bottle you
have at hone?

LI AM
For sure.

CUT TO

EXT. SAM S HOUSE — DUSK 16

Sam s house is newer than Johnny's and built on flat ground
but only slightly better maintained.

Eli and Liam get out of the car and approach the front door.
Li am knocks but gets no answer. He shrugs like 'fuck it' and
tries turning the door knob

It's unlocked. They throw a gl ance at each other and enter
t he house.
I NT. SAM S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS 17

SAMis a few years older than Eli and Liam although you
woul dn't know it to look at him

They wal k t hrough the house, into the living roomand find
Sam asl eep on the couch. Beer bottles clutter the coffee
table next to him Eli and Liam stand over himand share a
gl ance, uni npressed.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 17

LI AM
Sam

No response.

LI AM (cont' d)
Sam !!

He wakes up, disoriented.

SAM
What, what's going on?

LI AM
Chill out, its ne, Liam

He sits up on the couch.

SAM
You scared the shit out of ne.

LI AM
You have a big night or sonething?

SAM
Just sone beers with the guys after
wor K.

ELI
How many did you have?

SAM
I don’t know, like 2 or 3, maybe 4
but definitely not nore than 5. What
did you wake ne for?

LI AM
You know the deal; | get you bud, you
get us beers.

SAM
That’ s right, so do you have?...

LI AM
| do indeed.

Liam pul I s out a baggy containing a 1/4 ounce of weed and
throws it to Sam who opens the bag and takes a whiff.

SAM

That’ s fresh, who did you get that
fronf?

( CONTI NUED)
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17 CONTI NUED: (2) 17

ELI
Johnny.

SAM
I never liked that guy, he's always
fucked up on sonet hi ng.

LI AM
Hs girlfriend s pretty hot though.
ELI
(to Liam

That's not his girlfriend.

SAM
Can you pass nme ny wallet? It’s over
by the fridge.

Eli wal ks over and collects Sanm s wall et.

SAM (O S.)
What are you guys up to tonight?

ELI
Going to sonme house party. You
remenber Jess from our year?

He throws Samthe wall et fromacross the room It hits him
square in the chest and falls into his [|ap.

SAM
(to Liam
Sanme price as usual ?
Li am nods. Sam hands hi mthe cash

SAM (cont ' d)

(re: Jess)
I think so. She seened kinda innocent
t hough, |ike school captain material.
LI AM

She had a good summer.

ELI
Her parents are going away for the
weekend so she has the house to
hersel f.

SAM
| remenber going to parties |ike
t hat, nowadays everyone just wants to
eat pills and get fucked up at cl ubs.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 3) 17
LI AM
You wanna cone?
SAM
(considers it)
Nah, | think those days are behind
me. Issac invited nme to his little
sister's party a while ago. It was
super weird. | felt old and creepy
even though I’monly 20.
(beat)
Anyway, |et ne get dressed and we can
go.
Samgets to his feet, knocking beer bottles over in the
process.
He returns wearing shorts, a shirt and thongs. They exit
t hrough the front door.
EXT. SAM S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS 18
ELI
(to Sam

Aren't you gonna | ock the door?

SAM
Nah, she'll be right, there's nothing
val uabl e in there anyway.

They wal k towards Eli's car, Liamgoes for the front seat.
SAM (cont ' d)
(to Liam
Whoa hang on a sec, you' re not gonna
let me sit up front?

LI AM
No, are you kidding nme? Eli?

ELI
(shrugs)

Sam pushes past Liamand gets in the front seat. They drive
of f.

EXT. SMALL SHOPPI NG VI LLACGE - CARPARK - CONTI NUCUS 19

They pull up in the car park opposite the bottle store.

( CONTI NUED)
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Sam gets out

27.
19

SAM
What do you guys want ?

LI AM
Case of Great Northern’'s, maybe grab
some goon while you're at it.

of the car and heads towards the bottle shop.

ELI
Does he seema bit off to you?
LI AM
No, what do you nean?
ELI
He's different fromhow I renenber
hi m
LI AM

He's probably just tired dude, give
hima break 1t’s Friday afternoon.

ELI
He just used to seema lot nore...
(searching)
Upbeat. O is that just nme?

LI AM
Let’s see how you feel after a week
of 4am starts.

ELI
What ever. What’'s going on with you
and C are by the way?

LI AM
Not hi ng. Why? Did she say sonething?

ELI
I heard she’s been hanging out with
Jason recently. Does that nean you
two are done then?

LI AM
(re: Jason)
Fuck that di ckhead.

Look, it’s conplicated. She s just
trying to make ne jeal ous, that's
all. The way | see it, two can play
at that gane.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2) 19

Sam | eaves the bottle shop carrying a case of beer. He
throws it in the back seat next to Liam and shuts the door
They drive off.

CUT TO...

INT. LIAM S HOUSE — NI GHT 20

Liamand Eli enter the house in the dark as Liam gropes for
the Iight swtch. The interior has that sleek yet austere
nodern | ook to it. C ean, spacious and angular with cold

bl ue and gray tones.

Eli throws his car keys on the kitchen counter. Liamstarts
unl oadi ng the beer into the fridge.

ELI
Are your parents’ honme?

LI AM
(shout s)
MUM DAD, YOU HOVE?

No response, just echoes.

LI AM (cont' d)
Nah | guess they' re not here.

ELI
How conme they’' re never honme? | w sh
nmy parents were |ike that.

LI AM
Don't know, don’t care. You want a
beer ?

ELI

Yeah, you got food?
Liamrifles through the freezer.

LI AM
How does frozen pizza sound? | got
Pepperoni and Hawai i an.

ELI
Wr ks for ne.

Li am puts the pizza in oven and sets the tinmer. Meanwhile

Eli lays down on an expensive | ooking couch in the living
room

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 20

Just as he gets confortable, Liamwalks past himdown a set
of stairs to the basenent.

LI AM
Come on. W can hang downstairs

INT. LIAM S HOUSE. BASEMENT - CONTI NUOUS 21

In contrast to the space above, the basenent is rem ni scent
of a college dormroom The couches are confortabl e enough

to sleep on, which cones in handy when they drink/snoke too
much and pass out.

Posters of Nirvana, N ck Cave and other 90's rock bands |ine
the walls. There is a laundry roomw th a sink behind the
stairs

Liamretrieves a makeshift bong from behind the TV. He puts
it on the coffee table and sits down on the couch.

ELI
You were gonna wash that out right?
LI AM
(i nsul ted)

What ever bro, if you wanna chop up?

Liam goes to the sink to wash out the bong. He throws El
t he baggy of weed he got from Johnny.

LI AM (cont' d)
(re: coffee table)
There’s spin and a bow and a pair of
scissors in the draw.

They shout fromone end of the roomto the other as El
chops up the weed.

ELI
So what’s the plan for tonight?

LIAM (O. S.)
Don’t know bro, snpke sone cones,
have sone drinks, get fucked up, you
know t he deal

ELI
Cool. Did you want to catch the
train?

LIAM (O. S.)

Sure, when did you want to | eave?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 21

ELI
I'"d prefer to arrive when everybody's
al ready wasted. That way, if | do
somet hi ng dunb nobody wi || renenber.

Li am wal ks over with the bong.

LI AM
Dude you need to chill out.

He puts it down on the coffee table.

LI AM (cont' d)
You can have the first hit.

ELI
You're a good friend.

Eli pack’s a cone, takes a bong hit and falls back into the
couch.

ELI (cont'd)
Who' s gonna be there tonight?

LI AM
Mostly just people from school
assunme, maybe sone of Jess’s
cheer | eader friends.
(beat)
Penny wi Il probably be there too..

Liam takes what will be the first of many bong hits.

ELI
Yeah, she did say that.

LI AM
Oh did she? | thought you guys
weren't talking.

ELI
W’'re not. W bunped into each other
today, it was super awkward. She
clearly didn't want anything to do
wth ne.

LI AM
You never told nme what happened
bet ween you guys.

ELI
And | never wll.

( CONTI NUED)
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21 CONTI NUED: (2) 21

LI AM
Conme on, don't be like that.

ELI
Look, she didn't feel the sanme way
about nme that | felt about her.

LI AM
You didn't fall in love with her did
you?
ELI
(bl ushes)
LI AM

That's adorable. | didn’t know t hat,
why didn't you tell me?

ELI
I don’t know, | guess | was
enbarrassed.

LI AM
| did warn you. How did she breakup
with you? What did she say?

ELI
(sighs)
She said that 'looking at nme was |ike
| ooking in the mrror.'

LI AM
The fuck does that nean?

ELI
Don't know, I'mstill trying to
figure it out.

LI AM
Dude, chicks are always trying to
fuck with your head, 1'd recomrend
ignoring at |east 50% of what they
say.

ELI
Nah, it wasn't |ike that.

(beat)
(to hinself)
I think she may have had a point.

LI AM

I’msorry bro, I wish you woul d have
told ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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21 CONTI NUED: (3) 21

ELI
It's fine, |"’mover it.

Li am hands hi mthe bong. He packs a cone, snokes it, |eans

back and exhal es. The snoke forms a cloud obscuring his
face.

22 I NT. TRAIN CARRI AGE - NI GHT 22

Torn seats, graffiti tags, dimflickering lights and the
faint snmell of piss.

Eli and Liamsit opposite one another.
LI AM
Adami s having drinks in the park
bef or ehand.

ELI
| heard he snokes neth

LI AM
It was just crack and he only did it
once.

(beat)
At least that’s what he told ne.

ELI
Still.

LI AM
(exasper at ed)
He’s good for a laugh that's all. Is
it cool if we swing by?
ELI
Yeah sure.
23 EXT. TRAI'N STATI ON — CONTI NUQUS 23

They exit the train station and walk to a nearby park.

24 EXT. PLAYGROUND - CONTI NUOUS 24

Adam and SARAH are sitting on the swing set in the
pl ayground drinking and snoking cigarettes.

Liamand Eli wal k over.

( CONTI NUED)
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33.

ADAM
Hey bro what’'s going on?

LI AM
Not much. Any chance | can scab a
dart?

ADAM
You al ways do this.
(to Eli)
You want one too?

ELI
If it's not an inposition.

ADAMis a live wire, great for a party but not nuch el se.

He reaches into his hoodie, pulls out a pouch of tobacco and
hands it to Liam

ADAM
Papers and shit should be in there.

Liamrolls a cigarette and hands the pouch to Eli who
proceeds to do the sane.

LI AM
(to Adam
You got a lighter?

ADAM
(checks pockets)
(to Sarah)
Do you have ny lighter?

SARAH
|"mpretty sure | gave it back to
you.

ADAM
Don't think so. Did you check your
pocket s?

Sarah checks her pocket and finds Adamis lighter.

SARAH
Oh, ny bad.

ADAM

(rolls eyes)
Every tine.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 2) 24
Sarah throws Liamthe lighter. He |lights up before handing

the lighter to Eli who does the sane and i medi ately starts
coughi ng.

Sarah and Adam share a gl ance but don't say anyt hing.

LI AM

Have you guys net Jess’s friends?
ADAM

Nope.
LI AM

Most of themare pretty annoyi ng but
a few of them are kinda hot.

ELI
When did you neet her friends?
LI AM
I don’t know, sone party a while ago.
ELI
Were was 17
LI AM
I don’t know, passed out in the
gutter for all | know.
(to Adam

Adam you got a sec?

Li am and Adam wal k behind the slippery slide. Eli wal ks over
and sits down in the enpty swing seat next to Sarah.

SARAH
What do you think they' re tal king
about ?

ELI
No i dea, maybe Liam s slinging sone
weed.

SARAH
Nah, Adam got sone just the other
day. | know he was tal ki ng about

getting on to sone coke or sonething.

ELI
Liam s doesn't do the hard stuff.

SARAH

What else could it be? They don't
have anything in conmon except drugs.

( CONTI NUED)
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24 CONTI NUED: (3) 24

25

ELI
(changi ng the subject)
What's the deal wth you and Adanf?
Are you guys dating or what?

SARAH
W' re just friends.

ELI
But don't you guys hookup every
weekend?

SARAH
Not every weekend..
What happened between you and Penny?

ELI

Nothing, it didn't work out, it was
mut ual .

SARAH
That’'s not what | heard but whatever.

ELI
What did you --

Li am and Adam r et ur n.
LI AM
(to Eli)
You nearly done with that?

ELI
| am now.

Eli puts out his cigarette.

LI AM
Lat er guys.

CUT TO

EXT. JESS S HOUSE - N GHT 25

Jess's house is a tasteful two story Queensl ander perched
atop a hill in the inner suburbs of Brisbane.

Eli goes to walk up the front stairs but Liamnotions him
round back.

( CONTI NUED)
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As they wal k around the side of the house they pass people
t hey recogni ze from school snoking cigarettes. They wal k up

the stairs and enter the back of the house.

26 INT. JESS S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS
Jess is busy neeting and greeting her guests.

She catches Liamand Eli trying to sneak in.

JESS
(call'ing)
Li am
LI AM
(to Eli)

Shit, just play it cool.
Jess wal ks over to Liam they enbrace.

LI AM (cont' d)
Hey, how are you?

JESS
|"mgreat, how are you? | didn't see
you arrive

LI AM
Yeah good, we got here like half an
hour ago, maybe you were in the
bat hroom or sonet hi ng.

She turns her attention to Eli

JESS
And who is this?
LI AM
This is Eli by the way, you don't
m nd that | brought himdo you?
ELI
Hey.

She | ooks hi m over, uni npressed.

JESS
(passi ve aggressive)
No of course not, what a wonderfu
surprise.

( CONTI NUED)
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26  CONTI NUED: 26
LI AM
Clare said it was cool. She nentioned
it yeah?
JESS
No. | guess she nust have forgot.
LI AM
["’msorry. | told her to ask to you

Eli notices Penny flirting wwth some guy fromthe foot bal
team Her short black dress shows off her |ong |egs.

JESS
You coul d have just asked ne
your sel f?

LI AM

Umm | just thought it'd be easier
if dare asked.

JESS
What's going on with you two by the
way ?

LI AM
["mnot sure. | think I did sonething
wong. She didn’t say anything did
she?

JESS
Just that she had fun hangi ng out
wi th Jason | ast weekend.

LI AM
Where is she?
JESS
Not sure. | saw her hanging out in

the Iiving roombut you know how she
gets around...

LI AM
[l catch up with her later. \Were
can we can put our drinks?

JESS
The fridge is in the kitchen but do
so at your own risk. There are sone
di sreput abl e types here tonight.

LI AM
Aren’t they your friends?

( CONTI NUED)
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26 CONTI NUED: (2) 26
JESS
You weren’'t the only one to bring a
friend w thout asking Liam

Jess wal ks of f.

ELI
That's exactly what | was hoping to
avoi d.

LI AM
Don't worry about her, she’s fucking
wast ed.

ELI

She didn’t seem happy to see ne.

LI AM
That’ s cause she doesn’t know you
not cause you showed up uninvited.

ELI
What’'s the difference?

LI AM
Look bro, let’s just get sone beers
and chill out.

On their way to the kitchen they hear Josh calling to them
frominside Jess's little brothers bedroom

JOSH
Hey Eli. Conme in, have a seat.
ELI
I"ll be back in a sec, | just gotta
put my drinks away.
LI AM
(to ELi)
Nah, you go ahead, 1’Il take care of
t he drinks.
Li am continues on his way to the kitchen while we foll ow
Eli.
27 INT. JESS S HOUSE. LI TTLE BROTHERS BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS 27

Josh and his FRIENDS are gat hered around a bong snoki ng
weed. Eli sits in a deck chair next to Josh

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSH

Pack yourself a cone bro but be

careful or you'll end up a zonbie

i ke these guys.
He notions to his friends passed out on the couch.
Eli takes a hit, exhal es and | eans back.

CUT TO

I NT. JESS' S HOUSE. KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS 28

As he enters the kitchen, Liamsee’'s CLARE reaching into the
fridge.

LI AM
Hey.
CLARE
(di sm ssive)
Hey.

She pulls out a half enpty bottle of vodka along with sone
or ange j ui ce.

LI AM
What's up?

CLARE
Did you just get here?

She spills sone juice as she fills up her cup

LI AM
How many have you had?

CLARE
Just a coupl e.

LI AM
Maybe you shoul d sl ow down a bit. You
usual |y get kinda nessy after the
third or fourth drink.

CLARE

(of f ended)
| what ?

( CONTI NUED)
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LI AM
| didn't nean it like that. It's just
t hat when you get wasted, |'m

normal |y the one who has to deal wth
it.

CLARE
You' re such a gentl eman.

LI AM
Did | do sonething wong?

CLARE
No, why woul d you think that?

LI AM
You' ve just been kinda icy with nme
t he past few days.

CLARE
No, | haven't... at |east not
intentionally.
LI AM
(sighs)

It seens |ike you got sonething to
say, but you don't want to say it.

CLARE
What does that nean?
LI AM
You know what |'mtal king about.
CLARE
Way don't you just conme out and say
it then?
She stares hi m down.
LI AM
Wiy didn't you tell Jess | invited
Eli~?
CLARE
(bew | der ed)
What ?
LI AM
What did you think I was tal king
about ?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2) 28

CLARE
You' re unbelievable Liam you know
t hat ? Fuck you and fuck off.

She gets her drink and storns out, slamm ng the door behind
her .

CUT TO
I NT. JESS' S HOUSE. LI TTLE BROTHERS BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS 29
Eli, Josh and Page hang out in chairs and on the couch.

Page takes a bong hit.

JOSH
Can you believe M. Stevens this
af t ernoon?

ELI
What do you nean?

JOSH
They way he was prancing round the
cl assroom what a fucking | oser.

PAGE
Don't be nean, he's just passionate
about his job. Unlike you and your
"too cool to care about anything",
act .

JOSH
Shakespeare is |lanme. Back nme up Eli.

ELI
Yeah, it's kinda | ane.

JCSH
What the fuck was he even tal king
about anyway?
(nmocki ng)
"Tonorrow and tonorrow and t onorrow'
what's that supposed to nean?

ELI
(realizing)
It means... fuck what anybody thinks.
Don't waste your |ife doing sonething
you don't want to do just because
it's what's expected of you.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSH
Maybe Shakespeare isn't so lanme after
al | .
CUT TO
I NT. JESS' S HOUSE. LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS 30

Liamis sitting on the couch flirting with sonme girl when
Adam and Sarah cone stunbling through the front door.

Adam wal ks over with Sarah in tow

ADAM
Hey bro, how s it going? Party | ooks
fun.

LI AM
Not great, |'ve only been here 15

m nutes and |'ve al ready nmanaged to
piss off Clare and Jess.

ADAM
Ni ce. That stuff you gave ne is
really good. Can you | ook after Sarah
for me? I think she drank too much

LI AM
| don't want to deal with her

ADAM
Thanks bro.

Adam sits Sarah down next to Liam and wal ks of f.

CUT TO
I NT. JESS' S HOUSE. LI TTLE BROTHERS BEDROOM - CONTI NUQUS 31
After a series of successive bong hits, Eli is nodding off.

Sonme drunk guy falls onto the couch waking hi m up.

I NT. JESS S HOUSE. KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS 32

In a stoned daze Eli wanders into the kitchen and takes 2
beers.
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33 INT. JESS S HOUSE. LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS 33

He wal ks near where Sarah is passed out in the |living room
and out onto the bal cony where Liamis having a cigarette.

34 EXT. JESS' S HOUSE. BALCONY - CONTI NUOUS 34
ELI
Hey. What's the deal with Sarah?
LI AM
Who cares?
ELI

You want a beer?

LI AM
Yeah sur e.

El i hands hima beer.

LI AM (cont' d)
I"'mlike 70% sure Clare's cheating on
me. I'mstill trying to figure out
whet her it's cause she actually |ikes
Jason or she's just trying to fuck
with ne. Al so, she knows about ne and
Jess.

ELI
You and Jess?

LI AM
Just that | have a thing for her but
you fucked that up for ne.

ELI
Don't blane that on me, that was--

Li am points towards two figures making out near a tree in
t he backyard.

LI AM
Who's that?

They take a closer | ook and see a blonde girl in a black
dress hooking up with sonme fit |ooking guy.

ELI
VWhat the fuck

( CONTI NUED)
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35

LI AM
Wait, that's not... is it?

ELI
(nods)

LI AM
That's fucked up. Don't |ook at that.

Liam grabs Eli by the shoul ders.

LI AM (cont' d)
Fuck that bitch. You' ve already
wasted too nuch tine thinking about
her. She's not even that hot anyway,
no of fense. You shoul d be thinking
about the next girl.

ELI
| don't know, | think | need sone
nore tine.

LI AM
Fuck that, | got just the thing to

make you feel better.

He reaches into his pants and pulls out the bag of coke he
got from Johnny.

ELI
VWhat's that?

LI AM
Just a little bit of happiness in
powder ed form

ELI

| don't know if that's a good idea.
LI AM

Just trust me. It’ Il make everything

better and even if it doesn’t, then
at least you won't care anynore.

Eli takes a final glance over his shoul der before snatching
t he bag out of Liam s hand and wal ki ng of f.

I NT. JESS S HOUSE. HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS 35

He wal ks down the hallway towards the spare bedroom
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I NT. JESS' S HOUSE. SPARE BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS 36
He opens the door and wal ks in.

Two sil houetted figures are making out in the bed.

ELI
I"'msorry, | didn't nean to...
He turns on the |ights.
The figures turn to face Eli - REVEAL Jess and Adam

The three of them exchange shocked/ confused | ooks.

Eli turns the lights off, backs out the door and decides to

try the downstairs bat hroom i nstead.

I NT. JESS' S HOUSE. LAUNDRY ROOM - MOMENTS LATER 37
Eli wal ks downstairs to the laundry room and takes a furtive

gl ance around before wal king over to the bathroom and

cl osing the door behind him

I NT. JESS' S HOUSE. DOWNSTAI RS BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS 38
He whi ps out the bag of white powder and | ooks at it for a
second, unsure of what to do before enptying it out onto the
ceram c surface of the sink

He uses his ID card to cut a line, then takes a $20 note,
rolls it up and uses it as a funnel to snort the coke.

It feels weird in his nose, he rubs it for a second.
Then it hits him

He |1 ooks up at the mrror and studies his reflection for a
second.

CUT TO

I NT. JESS' S HOUSE. SPARE BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS 39
Jess and Adam scranble to put their clothes back on.
He stunbles around trying to get his legs into his jeans.

She fixes her self up in the mrror

( CONTI NUED)
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46.
39 CONTI NUED: 39
JESS
You can't tell anyone about this.
ADAM
I wasn't going to.
JESS
It was just a one tinme thing and I'm
fucking wasted, lets just forget
about this.
ADAM
Fi ne by ne.
She wal ks out, leaving himhalf dressed.
CUT TO
40 |INT. JESS' S HOUSE. LI TTLE BROTHERS BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS 40
Page is nodding off on the couch next to Josh - her head
falls on to his shoulder as she falls asl eep. He doesn't
m nd.
CUT TO
41 INT. JESS' S HOUSE. LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS 41
Sarah is passed out on the couch where Adam | eft her
PEOPLE have taken to drawing lurid things on her with a
Shar pe.
CUT TO
42 I NT. JESS' S HOUSE. LAUNDRY ROOM - CONTI NUQUS 42

Eli opens bat hroom door and steps out into the laundry room
Penny wal ks in fromthe backyard.
PENNY
Oh, hey, | didn't think anyone woul d
be down here.

ELI
| was just unmm .. the upstairs
bat hroom was occupi ed.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 42

He pauses for a second, then wal ks towards her, shoul ders
back, chest forward, quiet confidence.

ELI (cont'd)
So you and Dyl an huh?

PENNY
Oh, we were just making out, that's
all.

ELI
So you guys aren't dating or
anyt hi ng?

PENNY
God no.

He | ooks deep into her eyes before saying in a gentle
Voi ce. .

ELI
Way hi nf?

PENNY
| don't know, why do you care?

ELI
" mjust curious.
(beat)
When you said 'l ooking at ne was |ike
| ooking in the mrror', what did you

mean?

PENNY
| don't know, it was just sonething I
sai d.

ELI

Conme on, be real with ne.

PENNY
Way are you bringing this up now?
What does this have to do with
anyt hi ng?

ELI
Because |'ve been repl aying that
nonment over and over in my head for
t he past two weeks trying to figure
it out.

She doesn't hol d back

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2) 42

PENNY
Look, it's just... you' re always
| ooking for the easy way out. You're
afraid of confrontation, you're
afraid of saying no. It feels |ike
you're playing a character sonetines,
like you' re putting on this act just
to make everybody el se happy.

ELI
You think I'"mafraid of
confrontation?

(beat)

You m ght have been right about ne,
or at least the way | was but | don't
t hi nk you' re being conpl etely honest
with nme. | think that what you really
meant was that | rem nd you of
your sel f.

She doesn't say anything, the |ook on her face says it all.
Eli knows he's hits a nerve.
He turns and | eaves and doesn't | ook back.

CUT TO

EXT. JESS S HOUSE. BALCONY - CONTI NUOUS 43

Liamis drinking and smoking with Adam Eli returns from
downstairs and wal ks over to them Eli and Adam exchange an
awkwar d gl ance.

LI AM
Hey buddy, how are you feeling?

ELI
Never felt better, we should do this
nore often.

LI AM
Hel | yeah, that's what |'mtal king
about. | knew you'd like it, I knew
Johnny was w ong about you.

ELI
What did Joh --

Josh wal ks over.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 43
JOSH
Hey guys, nme and Page are about to
head out.
(to Liam

You know Cl are and Jason are nmaking
out in the living roomright?

LI AM
What! |I'mgonna kill that cunt!
He junps up, ready to roll.
El i pushes hi m back.
ELI

Let nme handl e this.

LI AM
What are you gonna do about it?

ELI
Just back nme up

LI AM
Back you up?

Eli wal ks over to the couch where Cl are and Jason are making
out .
I NT. JESS' S HOUSE. LIVING ROOM - CONTI NUQUS 44

She straddles him Their |ips |ocked, oblivious to the world
around t hem

Eli taps on Jason's shoul der.
Clare and Jason turn to face him

JASON
What the fuck do you want ?

Eli stares at Jason for a nonment before punching hi msquare
in the face, his knuckles connect with Jason's nose.

St unned, Jason pushes Clare to the side and lunges at Eli.
He takes Eli to the ground and starts westling with him
t hrow ng punches into Eli's rib cage when he gets the
opportunity. Three of Jason's friends wtness the
altercation and cone running in.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 44
Josh, Liamand Adamrun in fromthe bal cony and see Jason
and his friends beating up on Eli. They run in to defend
hi m

Drunk, stoned and a little bit coked up, the boys throw
punches wildly but very few of them connect. Adam pushes one
of Jason's friends, knocking over a vase which shatters al
over the floor. The sound of which brings Jess running in.

JESS
VWhat the fuck! Cut it out!

The fight breaks up nonentarily until Adam sl aps Jason
across the face and the scuffle resunes.

JESS (cont' d)
That's enough! Stop fighting!

The fight stops for good this tine.

JESS (cont' d)
What the fuck are you guys doing!

She is irate. Care wal ks over to her and points accusingly
at Eli.

CLARE
It was him he started it.

JESS
(to Eli)
What the fuck is wong with you?

ELI
I don't know. It kinda just happened.

JESS
Ok, Liam Take you friends and fuck
of f.

CLARE
Yeah Liam fuck off.

Jess and Adam share gl ance.
JESS
(re Sarah)
And take that drunk bitch with you

LI AM
At least let ne get ny drinks first.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2) 44
JESS
What ever .
CUT TO
I NT. JESS' S HOUSE. Kl TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS 45

Eli and Liamwal k into the kitchen and open the fridge.

LI AM
Fuck, soneone stol e our beers.

Eli | ooks around to see if anyone is watching before
reaching into the fridge, grabbing whatever he can get his
hands on and throwing it in Liams backpack.

ELI
Fuck 'em

LI AM
Yeah, fuck 'em

Liamjoins in. Once they have stolen as many drinks as wl|
fit in Liam s backpack they | eave the house.

EXT. JESS S HOUSE - CONTI NUCUS 46

Adam Josh, Sarah and Page are waiting for them outside on
the street snoking cigarettes. Sarah is conscious, but can
barely stand.

LI AM
You guys hungry? There's a MDonal d's
down t he road.

They all nod in agreenent.

CUT TO

I NT. MCDONALD S — 30 M NUTES LATER a7

Eli, Adam Josh, Page, Sarah and Liamsit at a booth
devouring they neals. Burger wappers and french fries
litter the table.

ELI
Thanks for having nmy back back there.
| wasn’t sure what you guys were
gonna do.

( CONTI NUED)
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LI AM
You're the last person | thought
woul d get in a fight.
JOSH
Don't get me wong, | know he had it
comng to himbut | thought he'd get
it fromLiam not you. What were you
t hi nki ng?
ADAM
(interjecting)
I know what he was thinking, it's
si npl e. Sonebody needed to give that
guy a beat down and he wanted to be
the one to do it.
ELI
Yeah... that's, that's it exactly.
LI AM
Next tinme tell us before hand, that
way we can plan it out and it won't
end with you getting you' re ass beat.
PAGE
Al so, next tinme could you wait till
me and Josh | eave before you start
sucker punchi ng peopl e.
SARAH
It was the coke wasn't it?
48 |INT. TRAIN CARRI AGE - 30 M NUTES LATER. 48

Eli and Liamsit opposite one another, sanme as before.

LI AM
At | east Jess knows who you are now.
ELI
| think | preferred it when she
didn't know who | was. |'m probably
not getting invited back am1?
LI AM
You never got invited in the first
pl ace.
ELI
True. | forgot to tell you. | wal ked

in on her and Adam

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 48

LI AM
Doi ng what ?

ELI
What do you think?

Li am takes a nonent to process this information. H's phone
rings as he receives a nessage, he | ooks down to read it.

LI AM
Jason's telling people he's gonna
beat the shit out of you at school on
Monday.

ELI
At least |I'Il have sonething to | ook
forward to.

INT. LIAM S HOUSE - NI GHT 49

Eli and Liamwal k through the door. Liam puts his backpack
on kitchen counter, pulls out a beer and starts unl oadi ng
the rest of the stolen drinks into the fridge.

LI AM
You want one?

ELI
Nah |'m good. What did we get? |
didn't ook | just started grabbing
stuff.

Li am | ooks in the bag.

LI AM
Mostly just that garbage girls drink,
UDL’s and a few Crui sers.

ELI
I was just gonna have a few nore
cones then hit it.

LI AM
Sanme. That coke wi gged ne out.
(beat)
| wasn't sure how you were gonna
react when | offered it to you that's
why | didn't tell you about it.

( CONTI NUED)
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ELI
You shoul d have. What's the point of
having friends if you can't trust
t hent?
LI AM
|"msorry.
ELI
Nah it's fine, | get it, | surprised
nmysel f back there.
(beat)
There was sonet hi ng about seeing
Penny wi th anot her guy.
(beat)
I'"ve been following the rules ny
entire life and where has it gotten
me? So | thought 'fuck it' why not?
LI AM
Conme on, let's go downstairs.
50 INT. LIAM S HOUSE. BASEMENT - CONTI NUOUS 50

Li am gets sone bl ankets and pillows and throws themlazily
on the couches.

They sit down and start snoking.

ELI
How much was it?

LI AM
You don't want to know. Admt it
t hough, you enjoyed hitting Jason in
the face tonight.

Eli doesn't say anything but Liamcan tell fromthe | ook on
his face that he's right.

LI AM (cont' d)
You see. You over-think things way

too much. | like this new Eli, where
have you been hidi ng hin?
(beat)

And don't worry about Penny, she'l
come runni ng back once she realizes
t he m stake she's made. Anyway |'m
done, you ready for bed.

ELI
Yep, |'mroot ed.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 50
Liam gets up and turns off the lights as the two of them
fall asleep.
Eli closes his eyes and | ets the darkness take him

CUT TO

I NT. ELI'S BEDROOM - 1 MONTH AGO ( FLASHBACK) 51
Early norning, sunlight fills the room Eli |ays awake while

Penny sl eeps next to him W catch himadmring her for a
nonment. He caresses her cheek and toys with her hair before
accidental Iy waki ng her.

PENNY
VWhat, what, |’ m awake.
ELI
Hey sexy.
PENNY

No, I'mtired.

ELI
Too bad it’s tine to wake up

He starts kissing her playfully.

ELI (cont'd)
Your breath stinks but | don't care.

She rolls over trying to get away from him

She eventually yields to him He clinbs on top of her and
ki sses her deeply.

He | ooks into her eyes.

ELI JAH
| really like you

PENNY
| really like you too.

She reaches up, kisses himand pulls himclose.

CUT TO
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INT. LIAM S HOUSE BASEMENT - BACK TO PRESENT

Eli opens his eyes, w de awake, darkness surrounds him as we
pul | back slowy.

END OF SHOW
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