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FADE | N:
EXT. MESOPOTAM A - BABYLON (2250 B.C.) - N GHT
SUPER: Babyl on - 2250 B. C.

Soft noonlight shines on narrow, dusty, and deserted streets
wi ndi ng anong nud-brick buildings. Scattered torches flicker
intime wth the WH SPER of a gentle wind as insects BUZZ.

At tree-top level, there is a SPARK as a fl at-black, rugby
bal | -si zed PROBE appears in md-air, indistinct and nearly
invisible. After a nonment, it glides away silently.

EXT. | SHTAR GATE - CONTI NUOQUS
The probe hovers, bobbing ever so slightly in the breeze.
PROBE POV - THE GATE

In night vision green. Lines of laser light rapidly criss-
cross the gate fromone end to the other.

BACK TO SCENE

No visible lights as the probe glides over the gate and stops
on the other side.

| NT. RESEARCH FACI LI TY - WAREHOUSE ( PRESENT) - DAY
SUPER: Pr esent

Huge interior space with old, dusty equipnment in the corners.
Bright lights shine on a large, netal ring lying in the

center. A thick cable extends fromit to a shipping container-
sized nmetal box with a large digital control panel

On araised platformwith a railing, stereotypical SCIENTISTS
in lab coats cluster around | arge wi ndow pane-thin nonitors.
SI MON JACOBS (30), thin and geeky, works at a consol e.

MARTI N GALANG (50), gray-haired and tall in a designer suit,
strides up to the console. The scientists part |ike school ed
fish fleeing a predator.

GALANG
Vel | ?

JACOBS
Under a mnute |eft.

Gal ang scowl s and rocks back-and-forth on his feet, his hands
flutter in inpatience.



2.

In the center of the ring, a tractor tire-sized distortion
appears in the air just above the floor. The probe glides
out of the distortion and into the facility as the distortion
vani shes.

The scientists erupt in cheers and clapping. Galang smles
slightly and | ooks around at the cel ebrating scientists.

GALANG
Great work, |adies and gentl enen.
The first tinme travel trial runis a
success.

Jacobs taps on a keyboard as the probe settles onto a form
fitting cradle.

JACOBS
We're getting datal Woa. Check
this out.

A detail ed bl ack-and-white i mage of the Ishtar Gate appears
on a screen. There is a collective intake of breath.
Sci enti st BRENT MABRY (50), bald and pudgy, |eans closer.

MABRY
It's different fromthe
reconstructions. |nmagine what it's

like in full color.

JACOBS
The probe's | asers act |ike radar,
so true color isn't in the cards.

MABRY
(to Gal ang)
Can we do it in daylight?

GALANG

No. W don't have tine for joyrides.
Gat her around everybody.

The scientists cautiously huddl e around.
GALANG ( CONT' D)
The test run was successful, so we
are a go for an actual m ssion.

Gal ang hands Jacobs a flash drive, who inserts it in a port.
Everybody waits inpatiently as Jacobs accesses the files.

| NSERT SCREEN

Futuristic windows-style interface with virtual file fol ders.



JACOBS (O S.)
VWhat am | | ooking for?

A hand points at one.

GALANG (O S.)
That's it.

CLICK and a satellite image of terrain with a river appears.
A circular, transparent red overlay covers an area. To one
side, mathematical data scrolls up the screen

BACK TO SCENE
Jacobs wrinkl es his brow

JACOBS
| kh... Khorig, Mngolia?

GALANG
Yes. A spy satellite crossing over
Chi na detected a radiological...
anomal y.

Mabry | ooks cl oser at the screen.

MABRY
Gamma radiation... a nucl ear reaction.
The Chi nese set off a nuke in
Mongolia? Their test site is Lop
Nor. That's over a thousand m | es
away.

GALANG
Not possible since it happened in
the early thirteenth century.

The scientist | ook at each other in shock.

MABRY
How do you know t hat?

GALANG
Ti me sensi ng.

JACOBS
| thought that was an urban | egend.
Is there really a machine that can
| ook back in time?

GALANG
Oh, yes. It's very accurate, too.
It pinpointed the event to a specific
day in August 1227, plus or mnus an
hour. It's in the file.
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Mabry speed reads the data for a nonent, then points to the
metal box in the center of the facility.

MABRY
Those ki nds of readings cone from
sonething |ike that fusion reactor
goi ng through a nelt down.

GALANG
So it would seem Jacobs, get the
portal set up again with those chrono-
spatial coordinates. And get ne
live feed. | need to see it as it
happens, not an instant replay.
"1l be back after | nmake a call.

The scientists relax slightly as Galang exits.
| NT. RESEARCH FACI LI TY - WAREHOUSE - LATER

Mabry hovers over Jacobs, who types frantically. 1In the
b.g., other scientists check the equipnent and reactor.

MABRY
Can you do it?

Jacobs waves dism ssively.

JACOBS
Shut up. I'"mworking on it.
Mabry visibly sweats.
MABRY

He's going to be here any m nute.

JACOBS
| know

Jacob's twtches and grimaces as he types until he finishes.

JACOBS ( CONT' D)
Got it. W can keep the door open
and get real-tine video feed if we
overcl ock the reactor

MABRY
Overclock? This isn't a honme conputer
we're tal king about... How nuch?
JACOBS

(1 ow)
A hundred and twel ve percent.



MABRY
VWhat?!  You trying to fry us all?
JACOBS
We're good... as long as the cool ant
flows. If it starts to overclock
too much. ..
MABRY

(over | appi ng)
You nean "nelt down."

Jacobs spins his chair towards Mabry.

JACOBS
Semanti cs.
Mabry jerks slightly.
MABRY
(muttering)

He' s back

Gal ang wal ks up, the other scientists in tow Jacobs turns
back to the screen, then his eyes w den.

GALANG
The SECDEF just chewed ny ass, so
you' d better have sonme good news.

Jacobs | ooks at Galang in alarm

JACOBS
This calls for a run during broad
daylight. \Whatever we do can affect
our tineline.

GALANG
(overl appi ng)
A calculated risk. W need to see
what caused the event just before it
occurred. Since it happened in the
daytinme, that's when we go back

EXT. MONGOLI A - |KH KHORI G (1227) - DAY

SUPER: | kh Khorig, Mngolia - August, 1227.

Rol I i ng grassl ands under a cloud spotted August sky. In the
di stance, nunerous short Mongolian horses graze. An eagle
turns | azy circles overhead.

A distortion appears at the crest of a hill, faint and hard

to see. The probe slides out and slowy glides away,
follow ng the terrain.



| NT. RESEARCH FACI LI TY - CONTI NUOUS

Gal ang, Jacobs, and the scientists are nesnerized by the
live feed fromthe probe.

MABRY
Remar kabl e. W are wat chi ng what
happened ei ght hundred... Jacobs!
The doorway is at ground-|evel.
Stuff can get through.

JACOBS
These are the coordi nates they gave
me. Besides, as if birds couldn't
get through before.

MABRY
There is a difference between birds
and people. This could..

GALANG

Enough! Jacobs, pan around and let's

see where we are.
EXT. I KH KHORI G - CONTI NUQUS
The probe stops and turns on its axis slowy.
PROBE POV
Visible light view of sweeping grasslands, river ecol ogy.
A hal f-kil ometer away, hundreds of squat Mongolian warriors
on horseback escort oxen pulling an el aborate wagon. On the
wagon bed, there is a large rectangle wapped in bright blue
sheets, then the view | eaves t hem behi nd.
| NT. RESEARCH FACI LI TY - CONTI NUOUS
Everybody col | ectively gasps.

GALANG
Wait! Go back

Mabry wal ks away fromthe rest of the group, lost in thought.
EXT. I KH KHORI G - CONTI NUQUS

Just as the probe stops turning, the sun FLASHES across its
front, then it turns back towards the Mongols.

| NT. RESEARCH FACI LI TY - CONTI NUOUS

Mabry noves to a laptop off to the side and begins typing.



EXT. I KH KHORI G - CONTI NUQUS

Several Mngols [ ook uphill towards the probe. One gestures
excitedly and spurs his horse. Dozens of riders break off
fromthe main group and race towards the probe.

| NT. RESEARCH FACI LI TY - CONTI NUOUS

JACOBS
Shi t!

GALANG
Recall it... now

JACOBS
| am.. | am

EXT. I KH KHORI G - CONTI NUCUS

The probe spins on its axis and noves back towards the
distortion.

| NT. RESEARCH FACI LI TY - CONTI NUOUS
Gal ang notions to the collected scientists.

GALANG
Cet ready to shut the reactor down.

The scientists hurry off as Jacobs types away at his keyboard.

JACOBS
|"mgetting funny readi ngs! The
probe is... shit! It stopped sending.

Gal ang wat ches the distortion hovering over the ring.

GALANG
VWhere is it?
JACOBS
| don't know... it nust be dead.

Gal ang yells over the rail and points to a big-eared scientist
(big ears) and a wild haired scientist (wild hair)

GALANG
Go and get it... hurry!

The scientists | ook at each other in disbelief, then brace
t hensel ves and plunge into the distortion.



EXT. I KH KHORI G - CONTI NUCUS

The scientists step out of the distortion and stunbl e around

in shock as one of themtrips over the probe. Nunerous YELLS
startle them Several Mngols raise bows and arrows as their
horses race uphill.

Big ears panics and points at the oncom ng Mongols. WIld
hair grabs the probe and tosses it into the distortion, then
follows it as the Mongols screamin rage. Big ears stutter-
steps towards the distortion, |ooking over his shoul der as

t he Mongol s rel ease arrows.

| NT. RESEARCH FACI LI TY - CONTI NUQUS

The probe bounces into the facility erratically. A scientist
stands by the reactor controls. Qhers mll around underneath
the platformrailing, nervously watching as wild hair returns.
On the platform WMbry turns, conpletely undone.

MABRY
Close it before they kill us all!

Gal ang | ooks at Mabry in disbelief.

GALANG
VWat the hell are you tal king about?
MABRY
(shrill)
That was... is Ghengis Khan's funeral

procession. ~They killed all witnesses
to hide the location of his tonb.

Big ears POPS through the distortion at a dead run. Arrows
fly out of the distortion and he windmlls to the floor, his
torso pierced in nunmerous spots. WId hair screans and goes
dowmn with an arrow through a thigh

EXT. I KH KHORI G - CONTI NUQUS
The Mongols' horses balk at the distortion. The horsenen

junp off their nounts and hesitate, alnost reverent, until
t he apparent |eader points into it with his sword and screans.

| NT. RESEARCH FACI LI TY - CONTI NUOUS

Gal ang yells at the scientist frantically working the reactor
control s.

GALANG
Shut it down!



JACOBS
Too | at e!

Mongol s pour out of the distortion, hesitating to | ook around
in wonder. One reverently grabs the probe and backs towards
the distortion. Then a spearman snaps out of his awe and
screans bl oody nurder at the paral yzed scientists. The rest
of the Mongol s echo the scream-- bowren shoot arrows and

wi | d-eyed swordsnmen attack

WIld hair tries to craw away, but a swordsman splits his
skull with a sw pe.

A swordsman grabs a | ong-haired scientist by his ponytail
and beheads him then yells and lifts the severed head high.
The remai ning scientists scream and scatter in terror.

Gal ang heaves a |arge table down the stairs, blocking the
way. A bowman | ooses several arrows at Gal ang, who ducks
behind the console, too late to avoid taking one in the
shoul der. Jacobs ducks wth himas Mabry spraw s on the
fl oor, gasping with an arrow through his chest.

A Mongol spearman narrowy misses inpaling the scientist
wor ki ng the reactor controls and stabs deep into the control
panel instead. There is a nmuffled BOOM and a shower of SPARKS
as an EXPLOSI ON of steam sends the scientist and Mongol

flying.

Jacobs quickly peeks from behind the console as @Gl ang
grimaces and gingerly touches the arrow in his shoul der.

JACOBS ( CONT' D)
They hit the reactor.

Gal ang struggles to peek at the reactor, then falls back.

GALANG
Damm it! That's coolant. Wy aren't
the safeties kicking in?l If we

don't shut it down...

Mabry rolls his head towards them and struggl es to speak.
He gasps intermttently as he speaks.

MABRY
Too late. |It's going to detonate
any nonent. W were the cause. The
doorway will channel the force of
the explosion into the past and we'll
be stuck in a never-ending tinme |oop
of retrocausality.



10.

Mabry dies as...

VWH TE OUT:
EXT. MONGOLIA - I KH KHORI G (1227) - DAY
SUPER: | kh Khorig, Mngolia - August, 1227.
Rol | i ng grassl ands under a cloud spotted August sky. In the

di stance, nunerous short Mongolian horses graze. An eagle
turns | azy circles overhead.

A distortion appears at the crest of a hill, faint and hard
to see. The probe slides out and slowy glides away,
follow ng the terrain.

FADE QOUT:
THE END



	1	EXT. MESOPOTAMIA - BABYLON (2250 B.C.) - NIGHT
	2	EXT. ISHTAR GATE - CONTINUOUS
	3	INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - WAREHOUSE (PRESENT) - DAY
	4	INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - WAREHOUSE - LATER
	5	EXT. MONGOLIA - IKH KHORIG (1227) - DAY
	6	INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - CONTINUOUS
	7	EXT. IKH KHORIG - CONTINUOUS
	8	INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - CONTINUOUS
	9	EXT. IKH KHORIG - CONTINUOUS
	10	INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - CONTINUOUS
	11	EXT. IKH KHORIG - CONTINUOUS
	12	INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - CONTINUOUS
	13	EXT. IKH KHORIG - CONTINUOUS
	14	INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - CONTINUOUS
	15	EXT. IKH KHORIG - CONTINUOUS
	16	INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - CONTINUOUS
	17	EXT. IKH KHORIG - CONTINUOUS
	18	INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - CONTINUOUS
	19	EXT. MONGOLIA - IKH KHORIG (1227) - DAY

