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The Rise and fall of Ava McGowan. 

Ava McGowan Just wants to live life to the fullest. She wants to be an international journalist, travelling all around the world to find out the latest news, however she is only 16. Ava, has the thrive to succeed just not the drive to learn. Very active and loves hearing about news from across the globe, Ava has it all. Her mum and Dad, Cate and John, refuse to let her drop out of school to fulfil this goal. Cate has her own spa, Pretty Little Petals that is one of the best spas in town. John is the manager of a very successful restaurant, J&M (pronounced jam). Her eldest sister Renee is 24, has her own apartment and comes home for weekends. She studies law at college and is in her fourth year. Renee is very intelligent and practical, organised and well dressed. Her other sister, Chris, is 20 and is at college studying psychology. Chris is a girlie girl, loves to look her best at all times. A little vein, always bigging herself up. She still lives at home, and always has her boyfriend for 2 years now, Aaron around constantly. A very well off family, who have a high reputation with the surrounding neighbours, this family have the perfect life. But of course life doesn't come without bumps in the road.   

(Music playing. black screen with titles)

John: If you think your dropping out of school you have another thing coming missy!
(Music fades to low. Ava and John standing shouting at each other from across the kitchen table, Mum, Cate, sitting down at the island in the kitchen with head in hands)

Ava:"I can do what I want when I want, I'm 16 for god sake, it's my life and how I choose to live it is up to me!" 

John: Go to your Room! And don't bother coming out until you have stopped with this nonsense

(Ava storms out of the kitchen and up the stairs, where eldest sister Renee is standing at her bedroom door smirking.)
Renee: If you really think mum and dad will let you drop out of school, then maybe you are as dumb as we thought!" 

Ava: SCREW YOU RENEE! SCREW YOU!" 

(Music back up. Title showing on a black screen)

(Ava walking to school, music faded in the back ground. Ava over voice speaking about herself.)

Ava over voice: This is me. Ava McGowan. I'm 16 years old and I already am leaving school. My parents hate the idea of me leaving school at 16, but I have never enjoyed school. The worst thing about it, are the people i have to spend the whole day with. I have a lot of goals and ambitions that I wanna fulfil and school is not one of them. I want to become an international journalist, seeking news wherever she goes, travelling through dangerous towns to scorching deserts, it's international journalist Ava McGowan. It's all I have wanted to do. So today is my last day of school. Goodbye school, Hello WORLD!

(School bell rings. Cuts to classroom)

Dan: So you’re really leaving this marvellous place? (Sarcastic tone to voice. Dan slouched in chair)

Ava: You better believe it. I'm ready for so much more than this dull place. Do you wanna know the best part about it! I don't have to see Kim everyday again! What's so bad with this? 

Dan: (Laughs) Well lucky for some, it's just gonna be me and Lou now. And I'm sure Kim is really going to miss you. She won't have anyone to take the mick out of. 

(School bell rings. Ava and Dan start walking to class. Ava looking around her whilst she is speaking.)

Ava: Yeah true. God, 4 years of my life in this high school, and I ain't getting those back. There have been good times I guess and..... Wait, where are you going! DAN!

(Dan runs to notice board half way through Ava speaking. Frantically searching the board, running his fingers down a list of names.)

Dan: Yes! I made it on the Lacrosse team. Centre forward! 

Ava: Congratulations! What a good way to leave the school with, you getting on the school team. (Laugh) Seriously, how anyone can stand this place for longer, they have determination. 

Dan: Come on it’s not that bad. I always thought you secretly loved this place. 

(Both laugh and walk off to class) 

(Cuts to the Cate, giving someone a manicure)

Jackie: So how are the girls Cate? They must be so grown up now. Uh, how time flies bye, how long as it been since we last saw the kids? Sometime Cate. 

Cate: Yeah I know their great. Renee is at college studying law. Fourth year, very serious, but she's an intelligent girl, she can do it. Then there's Chris, she's just started college, studying psychology, but she always has her boyfriend round the house. John is still weary of him, and it's been two years since they first got together. You'd think he would lighten up about him (giggles.) And then there's little Ava, well not so little anymore. She's leaving school today, I just can't believe it's this time already; all my girls are so grown up these days. 

Jackie: Aw, Little Ava Is graduating today. I couldn’t be happier! Why aren't you at her graduation? Is she embarrassed by her parents? I tell you my son Brad is like that. You would think that him being 19 and all, he would learn to love being with his mum and dad!

Cate:   Actually, Ava isn't graduating; she is dropping out of school to fulfil her        goals on becoming an international journalist. You would think she would stay to achieve the grades for the course but no, she wants to go straight there. 

Her dream job opened up and she doesn't wanna waste another minute in the school. 

Jackie: She isn't graduating! Well, how does she suspect that she will ever get a job without an grades to help. I’m sorry Cate, but as her mother, do you not think you should persuade her to stay. To at least have something to help her?

Cate: Huh, you don't think me and John tried everything. Once that girl has made a decision, she won't change her mind for anyone! 

(Silence. Cate finishes off Jackie's Nails)

(School bell rings. End of the day)

Ava: My oh my, looky here, I’ve finished school. Consider me your official school drop out friend. Everyone has one in there life. I'm yours. (Ex classmates coming up to Ava and saying good luck and good bye). Today was a pretty awesome last day I guess; at least people spoke to me today. (Laughs)

Lou: I honestly still can't believe you ain't coming back. How am I supposed to keep coming here to him for the next 2 years of ma life? You sure you have to leave this year? 

Dan: Hey, you know I ain't that bad. I'm the best friend there is! 

(Everyone shares a laugh, and then Ava says her goodbyes and turns around to walk away) 

Lou: Ava, you wanna grab an ice cream, then hang by the beach. It can be your farewell from us. For old times sake. 

Ava: I would love that. 

(all walk off talking about the good times laughing, having a good time, grab an ice cream from the parlour and make their way to the beach) 

Lou: Wanna know my ultimate memory of us three! 

Dan & Ava looking at Lou: What? 

Lou: That time when we made that tree house and we sat and played in it for hours that one evening. Then Dan and I snuck into my house to get some junk food and sodas, and then we sat and played games for hours. We fell asleep under the stars. Three best friends, those were the good old days. 

Dan: We were so young then, what like 11. That was a pretty special night. 

Ava: Yeah, but it's not special to you the same way to me and Lou. You kissed Riley Macdonald, remember her! Whilst me and Lou stood behind the tree spying on you. I knew you had a crush on her! You just didn't like to admit it! 

Dan: I didn't have a crush on her. (Lou and Ava laughing and taunting him about Riley) I never...... Nothing hap...... I didn't like...... I HAD A CRUSH ON AVA! (Goes silent. Lou and Ava look at Dan in silence) It was when we were 11. We just met, and I might have thought you were pretty. I did it too make you jealous. 

Ava: You’re kidding right! You....I....crush. We were best friends, we were so young! What....how....why....for how long? 

Lou: Dude.......... That's HILARIOUS! Give me five. (Laughing with Dan) 

Dan: Got ya! (Laughs) you really thought I did, I was and still am your best friend. That would just be weird! 

Ava: That’s not funny. Not even nearly funny, who does that! (Walks off towards beach whilst Lou is laughing and Dan watching her, trying to get her to see the funny side.) You know (stops and faces Dan) I really liked you when we were younger, about 11. And you just had to say that didn't you! Crush my dreams! 

Dan: What? (Walks towards her) Okay now you’re kidding right? Come on, we were best friends. You don't date your best friend! (Standing in front looking directly at her) 

Ava: You know what Dan....... got ya! (Laughs) (From behind Lou laughing hysterically) 

Lou: Oh my, you guys should become actors or something that was just too funny. Look, I'm crying, you guys reduced me too tears. Come one (puts his arm around Ava and Dan) Let's go to the beach, and have a good time. (Lou tilts his head to the sky and shouts) Farewell Ava! 

(shot of them walking down the street towards the beach, sun shining, busy street,)

(Ava walks through the door, dark outside. Lot of background noise from the tv. Chris walks through to the hallway) 

Chris: Ava! Congratulations, you are no longer a high school student. You’re a dropout! So much better.

(Cate enters the hallway from the kitchen and John is sitting in the living room. Renee is at her flat)  

Cate: Chris! Stop teasing your sister! That's not nice. Hey darling, how was your last day on school? And why are you back so late, thought you were going to be home sharp so we could go out to dinner? 

Ava: Sorry mom, I was with Dan and Lou. We went to the beach, and just looked back on the good times. We can still go out. It's only half past seven. We could go to that new swanky restaurant in town. I heard it's pretty darn good.

(John overhears, turns off the television, stands up from the settee and shouts through)  

John: If we go anywhere, it will be to J&M. I won't go no where else.

(Ava and Cate walk through to the living room. Ava walks up to John and cate stands at the doorway)

Ava: Come on pop, we always go there, it would be nice to go somewhere else for a change. Just this once, it's a one in a lifetime occasion! Come on. Please

Cate: Alright it's settled...

John: Now slow down there Missy, I never said yes. Who says this new place is gonna be good anyway.

Cate: John! We are going! And that's final! (Turns to Ava) Now darling go get changed, where that nice new dress I got you.

Ava: Thanks mom. Come on pop, it won't kill ya. (Kisses John on the cheek, turns and runs upstairs) 

John: You never know it might. The swanky ones are the killers! (Shouting after Ava)  

Cate: John! That's enough of that. Now come on, you’re not going out like that!

(Shot of the family sitting at the restaurant table.) 

Chris: Well isn't this nice. It's nice too finally go to a different restaurant once in a while! 

(Smirks at John) 

(From behind them comes Chris's boyfriend Aaron's voice. 

Aaron: I’m not sure; your dad's restaurant is one of the best restaurants in this town. Hi. Sorry I'm late; mom was late back from work. (Aaron kisses Chris and smiles at Ava) Bravo kid, bravo. You’re a high school girl no more! 

John: Aaron, I liked you for a split second. You should have stopped using that mouth of yours after work! I would have liked for a whole lot longer! 

Cate: John! Would you stop that, Aaron has done nothing wrong! Now behave! (turns to the table and smiles) So, what are we all having? 

(Plates are being cleared from the table) 

Aaron: Well, I thoroughly enjoyed that, your company was delightful, as for the food...

John: Ha, the kids got taste. Now keep your trap shut before you do something stupid and ruin it. (Cate glares at John. John laughs uncomfortably) I'm just messing with ya kid. 

Ava: Why isn't Renee here, I thought she would have been here to make annoying comments about how I'm making a mistake!

Cate: She has a hot date tonight with that other student, now what was his name. (Thinks about it) 

Chris: His name was Jeff, and it wasn't a hot date for sure. (Everyone but Cate laughs) come on mom, he isn't the good looker like Aaron! 

Cate: Chris, whom your sister wants to date, is up to her. I happen to like Jeff. He is a gentleman. 

John: Yeah, and he isn't getting anywhere fast. He's good enough for me! (Everyone laughs but Cate who is glaring at John again) 

Waiter: Excuse me miss, but a gentleman at the bar would like to buy you a drink. (Waiter sets down the drink and walks away)

(Everyone turns to look at the bar to see a handsome gentleman sitting by the bar looking at Chris) 

Chris: Well isn't he a sight for sore eyes.

Aaron: Yeah he's a stud, you should go get his number. (sarcastic tone) 

Chris: Aw, are you getting jealous?

Aaron: Of him please, your already mine, why would I be jealous. 

(Chris and Aaron smile, kiss each other)

Ava: Please, save us the soppy romantic stuff. Or I think this food is coming back up. 

John: They won't be the reason your food comes back up. If you become mysteriously ill, well I tried to warn y'all.

Cate: Now now John, you went so far without being mean. Don't break it now. 

(Ava's phone rings. Lou is calling) 

Ava: Oh excuse me, I have to take this. 

John: I'm telling you, we should not have let her drop out of school. That was a bad bad choice. And now we are out celebrating it, I'm telling you, this is going to come back around and bite you on the ass. She isn't ready to face the world. God dammit Cate, not even Chris is ready and she is three years older. 

Chris: Hey, I'm sitting right here you know. And I am ready to face the world and its obstacles. 

Cate: John, we tried everything, there was nothing left we could do. We just have to be thankful that at least it's journalism that she wants to get into, and doesn't just want to through her life away by using drugs or excessive partying. It's her life John, we don't own her anymore. 

John: I know, I just feel as if this isn't the right choice for her. She's still a kid. She doesn't know what she wants! 

Ava: I'm back, what are we speaking about? 

Chris: You and how you are a failure cause you dropped out. 

Cate: Chris! That's enough. Darling, we were just speaking about your future, that's all. We will help you, in anyway possible. 

John: Ava, it's not too late to go back to school, just say it was a mistake and that you want to rejoin the school. I'm sure you can get back into your old year and pick up from where you left off. 

Ava: Dammit pop, you just won't listen will you! I have left school now, I'm educated enough to know how to get around. Yeah I'm not book smart, but I'm street smart. And that's all you need to survive. God, I'm out of here. See y'all at home.

(Ava grabs her jacket and walks out onto the street)  

Cate: Ava, darling. Come back.

(Ava walking down the street murmuring to her self when she bumps into a tall handsome young man) 

Ava: Oh, sorry, I didn't see you there, I wasn't paying attention, I was....well I was...

Grayson (stranger) : Don't worry about it. I always bump into people when I'm muttering away to myself. (Laughs) I'm Grayson. Grayson Welles. 

Ava: I’m Ava. Ava McGowan (shake hands) 

Grayson: Are you from around here?

Ava: Yeah, lived here all my life. 

Grayson: You wouldn't be able to tell me where J and M is? I heard it was a very nice restaurant, but I'm so lost. 

Ava: (giggles) it’s pronounced jam, and yeah I can show you were it is. It's actually in the same direction as me. You want to share a cab? Won't be as pricey?

Grayson: No. I would much rather walk with you. If that's alright? 

(Grayson and Ava walk down the street towards J&M, speaking about themselves, getting to know one another, laughing and smiling) 

Ava: Well, here you are. It's a great restaurant, you will love it. 

Grayson: Really. Well if you love it so much why don't you join me? As a newly found friend of course. (Smiles embarrassed) 

Ava: Of course. (Laughs softly) But I have just eaten, so I'm on my way home. I couldn't eat another thing. Maybe some other time though. 

Grayson: Sounds great. Type your number in and I will give you a call. (Ava puts in her number and gives Grayson back the phone. Who rings the number to double check it's not fake. Ava's phone goes off) 

Grayson: Just checking. (They both laugh) Well, I will see you soon Ava McGowan. 

Ava: I guess you might. 

(Ava walks off home, and Grayson enters the restaurant)  

(Ava arrives home in a head-in-the-clouds mood. Closes the front door and jackets off her jacket and shoes.) 

Cate: Is that you Ava? 

Ava: Yeah mom, just me. (Ava walks through to the Kitchen wear Cate is tidying up)

Cate: Well this is the best mood I have seen you in in a long time. The realisation of your actions finally starting to kick in? (Ava doesn't reply, sits on the island chair day dreaming) Ava? Earth to Ava?

Ava: Uh. What? (Looks at Cate and smiles) Sorry mom, I'm just day dreaming, getting lost in my thoughts. 

Cate: Oh yeah. And what are you day dreaming about? (still cleaning the surfaces of the kitchen worktops)

Ava: Life. Just life. (Yawns) Well, it's been an eventful day, im off to bed. Night mom. 

(Just as Ava is leaving the kitchen. John comes through from the living room.)

Ava: Night pop, sweet dreams. (Kisses John on the cheek and "floatily" walks up the stairs)

John: I told you, that food has gone straight to her head. We should have just gone to J&M! At least you can trust the food.

Cate: I doubt that it was the food, maybe she is just dreaming big for herself. And good for her. 

(Ava coming up the stairs. Chris coming out of her room where Aaron is, she see's Ava coming up the stairs and stops to speak to her)

Chris: What's the matter with you? You look like your high? 

Ava: I'm not high! Of course I'm not high, you moron! I'm just in a good mood, is that illegal these days?

Chris: Well for you yes. You're never in a good mood. You never smile! (Suddenly clicks, interested as too why Ava is so happy) Why are you so happy anyway? You stormed out the restaurant in a huff?

Ava: Mind your own business yeah. If I wanted to tell you I would. 

Chris: Ugh, whatever weirdo!

Ava: Pfft. (Walks into her bedroom)

(Shot of Ava's door. Cate shouts on Ava)

Cate: Ava, darling. I'm off to work, if you leave the house remember and lock the door okay. And remember to go to the bank; you can't leave that money in your room forever. It's not safe. (Silence) Okay?

(Shot of Ava lying in her bed, covers over her head. She pulls the covers down from her face. Very tired, eyes barely open.)

Ava: Yeah okay mom.

(Hear the door closing. Ava smiles. Throws her arms up and screams with joy)

(Ava jumps out of bed. Goes down the stairs to make her breakfast. Music blaring from the radio. Dancing about the kitchen making her breakfast, singing along to the songs)

(After having her breakfast, jump in a shower, music still on. Drying her hair, choosing her clothes. Getting her bag ready. Grabs keys, walks out of the door, and jumps in a cab. Camera goes back to her room to show that she has forgotten the money. Music fades off)

Cab Driver: You not supposed to be at school sweetheart?

Ava: No, I don't go to school anymore. As from yesterday I dropped out. 

Cab Driver: Good for you. School was always a drag anyway, once you know one sum, you know them all. Am I right?

Ava: (Small Laughter) Yeah, I guess your right. 

Cab Driver: Here you are. Lovely speaking to you. 

Ava: Yeah you too. Keep the change. 

Cab Driver: Thank you very much sweetheart. 

(Ava walks into the bank. Zoom in on Cab drivers face. A sense of evil to him as he watches Ava walk away. Then he drives off)

Ava: Hi, I was just wondering if I could check how much I had in the bank, and also put some cash in.
Cashier: Of Course, Could I have your name and some proof of identification?

Ava: (Rakes through her bag looking for her passport) Yeah my name is Ava (Pulls out her passport) McGowan. (Smiles sweetly and hands over her passport)

Cashier: Alright thank you. Okay you have this much in the bank (Turns computer screen to Ava) and how much are you putting in to the bank today? 

Ava: I would like to put in $356.00 dollars. (Searches through bag for money. Searches for ages can’t find it) sorry, I definitely put it in here. (Keeps searching through her bag, gives up and puts her hand on her head and smiles) I must have left it in the house; you know what I can put it in another time. Sorry, thanks for your time. 

(Just as Ava is walking out of the bank. 4 men with balaclava's and guns come in)

Gunman 1: (Shouts to the whole bank) Alright, everyone one the floor and shut your mouths. If I hear one word from anyone I will shoot your head off! 

(The other three gunmen split up and go over to the cash desks, to get into the safe. Ava is lying on the floor very scared and alone. Looks down to her bag and goes for her phone. Just as she is about to send a text to her dad the gunman see's and walks over)

Gunman 1: Alright sweetheart! What do you think that you are doing! (Crouches down to the floor beside Ava. Grabs her phone. Ava looks away from him with her eyes shut) Aw, you texting your daddy! (Whisper's in her ear) I don't think so sweetheart! 

(Ava starts to tear up)

Gunman 1: (Stands up and shouts to the whole bank) Listen up every single one of you! If you even think about calling the police or being the hero and trying to stop any of us! (Smile laughing soft) I swear to god! (Looks down and see's Ava is crying. Grabs her by the hair and drags her to her feet, points the gun at her head) I'll kill her!

(Ava eyes tight shut, crying, clenching her stomach. From a distance police sirens and helicopters are heard. Gunman turns around. Bank is surrounded by police)

Police Officer: (In Megaphone) put the weapon down and release the hostages. Then step outside with your hands behind your head! There is no need for this to turn ugly. 

Gunman 1: (Laughs) Oi you three (talking to other 3 gunmen) close the blinds in this place. I don't want the cops to see this. 

(Cuts to police men. Chief talking to one of the officers)

Chief: Have you got a clear shot?

Officer: I can get him, but it might cause harm to the girl he has in his arms. If you want me to take the shot I will, but it needs to be fast, looks like they don't want us in the action!

Chief: (Thinks about it for a moment) do it

(Officer lines up the shot and takes it. Hits the gunman right on the back. As he is shot, he shoots Ava at the right hip. Slow motion. She feels as if she can’t breathe. Puts her hand on the wound and reveals that she is bleeding heavily. Exhales and falls to the floor. Eyes wide open, her screaming with pain, eyes beginning to close. Last thing she see's is the gunmen running away. Gunman 1 is lifted up and helped to escape by the other three.)

(Finally wakes up in the hospital. Cate is asleep by her bed. John, Chris and Aaron are outside the room. Aaron see's that Ava is awake, and rushes in)

Aaron: Hey kid. How are you feeling (soft and gentle tone of voice. Quiet)

John: Ava don't speak, keep your energy, you’re very weak.

Chris: Sis, don't worry, we are all going to nurse you back to health. (Hugs Ava)

(Cate wakes up)

Cate: Oh darling, my sweet little darling. (Hugs Ava) I'm so sorry; I should have let you go to the bank whenever you felt like it. I'm so glad that you’re alright. 

Ava: Mom, don't worry. Your not to blame, I probably would have gone in the first place. (Broken down, tired tone of voice. Quietly spoken. Tries to sit up, in great pain.) God, my life just keeps getting more exciting. 

Aaron: Well let’s hope that's the last of the excitement that was one serious wound. You’re lucky he was beside you and not in front.

Ava: Yeah, I sure feel lucky. (Laugh) Where's Renee? 

Cate: She is coming down later on to see you, she was stuck at college all day, it was interviews today and she couldn't reschedule.

3 Hours later

Renee: Ava! Oh my god! I'm so sorry I wasn't here earlier. I had that....and he wouldn't let...and I just can't (breaks down)

Ava: Renee, it's alright, no one could have stopped it. I can recover. Come here and give me a hug. (Renee walks over and hugs Ava. After a while of them speaking, Renee leaves Ava) 

Lou: You strong enough to see an old friend?

Ava: (Smiles and giggles softly) Of course. I'm surprised you came, I mean I know I just left but how did you know?

Lou: Your all over the news, how could I not know? Your my best friend, of course I would come see you. 

Ava: I suppose. So where's Dan? 

Lou: Ah, he is away on a family trip but he sent me a text to say that he sends his best wishes and that he is going to come see you as soon as he gets back.

(Nurse enters and says that visiting ours are over) 

Lou: Okay. Well I guess I have to leave. But I am definitely going to come see you soon. Okay, bye. Get well soon. 

Ava: I'm trying, trust me. (Cheeky smile)

(3 weeks later. Ava has returned home, still a little week and on anti-biotic.) 

Cate: Okay, watch the steps darling. Are you okay, you manage? I can help you if you need me?

Ava: Mom, I'm fine, I can manage. I'm gaining strength, day by day. 

(The family and friends have all gathered for a welcome home party) 

Everyone: Surprise!

John: Welcome home darling! (Kisses Ava on the head) 

(3 and a half hours later, everyone is going home) 

Ava: Thanks everyone. That was great, I'm glad I'm out of that hospital and finally in my own house. 

Chris: Yeah, I'm glad you’re back as well. And safe. 

Ava: Okay, I think someone has had a knock on the head. (Everybody laughs) Well I'm really tired, night everyone, and thanks again. 

(Ava leaves the living room and goes to her bedroom) 

John: She's a strong kid Cate, she can manage by herself. 

Cate: I know, I just can't believe that she was shot. When I heard, I thought she was dead, and now look at her; she's walking up the stairs bye herself. I'm still scared; I don't want her going outside by herself for now. I have a busy schedule tomorrow; John you couldn't stay with her could you? 

John: I can't, I have that board meeting. I have had it planned for months; it took months to get the job. Chris?

Chris: I've got my exam tomorrow. Sorry

Aaron: I could do it? I mean I'm not working tomorrow, and I don't have a college. So I could stay with her, make sure she's alright?

Cate: Aaron, you are amazing. Thank you so much. If you could that would be very helpful.

(Ava lying in bed, Cate sitting on the edge speaking to her)

Cate: okay I'm off to work; I will call later on to see how you are. Don't forget to take your pills

Ava: Okay mom, I didn't loose my memory. 

Cate: Okay, love you. (Cate leaves Ava's room and heads to work.)

(Aaron enters Ava's and stands at the door) 

Ava: Oh god, you've been asked to baby-sit me. Look I get the fact that my parents are scared, but I don't need a babysitter. 

Aaron: Well, I would have been here or my house so you’re actually keeping me company. Just think of me as your flat mate, will help you through the day.

Ava: Okay flatmate, well we need to go out, I haven't been outside in a month. And with you beside me, I think I will be safe. 

Ava: Aaron, come on, I'm not going to stand by the door all day. We are only going to see pop at the restaurant. 

Aaron: Alright, calm down I'm coming. (Aaron walking down the stairs. Both of them walk outside and start walking to the restaurant.) 

Aaron: So what about your journalism dream? Are you ever going to peruse that or was that just an excuse to drop out of school? 

Ava: Hey! I really wanted to do it, but it was put on hold due to the shooting. And now, I'm not sure if I want to do journalism. I've been in a dangerous situation; I may not be so lucky next time. 

Aaron: Well while you were away, I read some of the articles that you wrote about different news and I must say, I think you have a lot of potential. You should go for a job or something. At least show someone your articles. 

Ava: You read my articles! Of course, no privacy in the house. (Laughs) Well, actually whilst I was in hospital, I had loads of time to think and I had a thought, maybe.... (Screams in pain as she has accidentally bumped into someone on the street) 

Aaron: Could you watch out, she's hurt you know! (Turns to Ava) Ava! Are you okay? Do you think it's bleeding again? Okay right that's it, it's not too late to turn around, come on let's go. 

Ava: (giggles) Aaron, calm down it just hurt, I can handle it after what I have been through. (Turns to the person) I'm sorry I.... Hey! Grayson right? Grayson Welles? 

Grayson: Ava McGowan? Oh my! I thought I would never see you again. I called you but you never answered or called me back? I thought maybe you didn't want to hear from me?

Ava: No, I wanted to I did. But someone stole my phone. I still haven't got it back. Cops are on it though so hopefully they can catch the guy soon.

Grayson: Right, and you brought the cops in just for your phone, and there actually tracing it? My oh my, you must have a very high status!

Aaron: Actually, she was shot and they are trying to catch that bast....

Ava: Aaron! That's enough!

Grayson: You were shot! Well your right sir, he should be caught and brought to justice. Shooting such a pretty girl is definitely against the law!

Aaron: Pft, I highly doubt this is the time for chat up lines. And anyway, how do you two know each other; you obviously didn't go to her school?

Ava: He was a lost tourist, after I stormed out of the restaurant, I bumped into him. He was going to pop's restaurant, so I showed him the way.

Grayson: Yes, and I think that maybe we should stop meeting like this, next time you might get seriously hurt next time. (Laughs)

Ava: Yes, maybe next time we should arrange somewhere to meet and instead of bumping into each other, we could greet each other politely. 

Grayson: Well I'm not doing anything now, do y'all want to grab a bite to eat. I did enjoy the J&M place. 

Ava: Actually we were heading there ourselves, your welcome to join. 

Aaron: I'm sorry I'm not being more welcome, but we have just met, so I think that maybe another time

Ava: (Laughs at Aaron's over-protectiveness) Aaron, its okay. He's a friend, and he's coming. 

(All three walk into J&M.) 

John: Sweetheart, how are you? (See's Aaron pointing to Grayson) And you are?

Ava: Pop, be nice!

Grayson: Hi, I'm Grayson Welles. I'm a friend of your daughters. 

John: Right, a friend and that's all? I do hope, as a friend, you understand that she is extremely hurt!

Ava: Pop! That's enough, he's a good friend and that's all. (Sigh) God. Now, could I please have my usual order or I'm going to that other restaurant. (Smirks)

(Plates are being cleared from the table where the three all sit) 

Grayson: Well that was rather tasteful. I must say I did enjoy that, and your company was great, I'm going to central park if you wanted to come?

Aaron: I don't think that's appropriate considering her situation and all, but maybe some other time.

Ava: Thank you Aaron. I would love to go with you Grayson. Bye pop, tell mom I'm going to be late home. Bye

(Grayson and Ava leave the restaurant and walk to central park. Music up, shots of Ava and Grayson enjoying each others company and having a good time. Ava begins to forget about her wounds. She opens up to Grayson, she is relaxed. Sunset and Grayson walks Ava home)

Ava: Well here we are, home. I had a great time with you today. For once in 4 weeks I actually relaxed and let myself go. This wound, this scar, this accident it...

Grayson: Sh. You don't have to explain. I get it, you were scared, and I don't blame you. (Grayson steps forward and holds Ava's hand) I loved spending time with you, and I hope we can do it again sometime. (Grayson kisses Ava on the check) Goodnight Ava. (Grayson walks off) 

Ava: (whispers to herself) Goodnight Grayson. (Ava looks at her hand, to find that Grayson left his number in her hand) Goodnight. (Smiles helplessly and enters her house)

Cate: Oh thank heavens your safe! (Cate hugs Ava tightly) I didn't know what to think, I wasn't sure if you were safe or because you don't have a phone and then your father said that you were late, going late home (Cate gets muddle up with her words as she speaks so fast and is trying to over come her panic) you, a boy, a park, central...

Ava: Mom, calm down. It's alright. I told pop to tell you I would be late, cause I was with a friend. He kept me in his arm the whole time, so I would be safe. He would stand in front of any bullet.

Cate: Well where was he when you were getting shot at? He clearly missed that bullet! Or does he have a different taken on what bullets count? Does he only stand in front of imaginary bullets?

Ava: Mom, you’re upset. I get it. Just calm down. No one could have saved me from that man. In time, the wound will heal and I can overcome my fear of the world. I'm growing up mom, (Ava takes Cate's hand, looks her deep in the eyes) I'm taking the world in my stride, one step at a time. Night mom (Ava kisses Cate on the cheek and goes to her bedroom). 

John: (whispers to himself) that's ma girl.

(Ava is tossing and turning in her bed. Screams, and sits up. Her bedroom door opens, but it's not her parents, it's the gunman that shot her. Ava screams for her parents and hobbles away to the window. Ava then wakes up from her nightmare to see Cate trying to calm her down. Reassure her. Ava starts crying) 

(John, Chris and Aaron are in the kitchen at the table having their breakfast. Cate is on the phone in the living room. Ava comes down the stairs and enters the kitchen) 

John: Good morning. You sleep okay?

Ava: (quietly speaks) I've had better. (Puts the kettle on) 

Aaron: You doing anything today? 

Ava: Don't think so. One day is enough for me. For just now anyway.

Chris: You will be scared for longer if you don't face the world faster.

John: Chris is right. And someone could stay with you.

Ava: (Gets angry with everyone) Look! I'm not going out, until that animal is off of the streets! And that's that! 

(Cate comes off the phone and enters the kitchen looking shocked)

Cate: Well today's your lucky day. The found your man. He was downtown. You’re safe, he's going to jail, no questions asked. 

(Ava is taken back. Panting.)

Ava: Oh my god. He's gone. (Cate puts on a fake smile, and Ava goes upstairs. Once Ava is upstairs Cate collapses onto the kitchen chair, and puts her head in her hands.) 

John: Cate? This is great news. Why are you so sad about it? 

Cate: (Looks at John. Sighs and shakes her head and looks down at the table) they didn't find him downtown. (Looks John in the eyes) They found him at the edge of the street. Apparently they have him on camera, he followed her all yesterday. They were looking through the footage and followed to where he was. He was trying to be seen following her, so she would be freaked out.

John: That psycho was following her all of yesterday, living down the street and no one noticed! (John stands up, slams the table and pushes his chair back) How could I let this happen!

Cate: John, none of us saw this coming! But he is behind bars now, he pleaded guilty, the judge is going to decide on his sentence, he is getting out for a long time. 

Chris: Dad, calm down. As long as he is behind bars Ava is safe, and she doesn't need to know about this. It will crush her, and she will...

(Ava comes from around the corner and stands in the doorway)

Ava: I will what? (Looks around the room) Well? Chris? 

Aaron: I brought up your birthday. It's only a. Couple of weeks away, and I just thought that with this good news, we can look to the future. 

Ava: Uh huh. Are you sure? Cause pop didn't sound too happy?

John: The things they suggested were ridiculous.... I thought you were going to get changed. We can go out to lunch. My treat. 

(Before Ava can say anything, the doorbell goes; Ava goes to get the door)

Ava: Grayson! What are you doing here?

Grayson: Well I thought that you hadn't called, and I thought you would have called, and then you never. So I went outside this morning for a walk and ended up here. Plus I heard about the gunman getting convicted. I wanted to see how you were and...

Ava: (Laughs) your nervous and talking a lot of nonsense. Come in. I'll go get changed. Just go through to the kitchen. 

(Grayson walks through to the kitchen and Ava goes upstairs to get changed.) 

Aaron: (shocked) Grayson! 

John: You. I never thought I would see you again.

Chris: Wait, what? How do you know him and who is he? I'm not complaining about him. 

Grayson: Hi I'm Grayson Welles. I'm a friend of your daughters, Ava. I came to make sure she was alright, I heard the news. 

Aaron: (under his breathe) Well there's a phone.

Cate: Lovely to meet you Grayson. Please have a seat. (Grayson takes a seat. The whole family staring at him) so how do you know Ava?

Chris: Yeah, she doesn't know anyone as good looking as you!

Cate: Chris! (Warning tone) 

Grayson: (Soft laugh) Well, we met a couple of weeks ago, the day before the incident. She recommended your restaurant sir. I must say, I have no complaints. 

John: Huh. Well you certainly know your manners. Maybe you can teach Ava some, tell her to go back to school maybe. 

Grayson: Thanks you. But I think that Ava's decision was in a way the right move for her. She seems happy with it, and if you don't mind me saying, but I bet you hadn't seen her that happy for a while. 

Cate: Well, your certainly right there. So are you at her school? 

Grayson: Actually no. I met her on the street, we bumped into each other. 

Cate: Oh right. And, how old are you?

Grayson: I'm seventeen. Just turned this year in January. 

John: Well Ava is only sixteen, still a kid. 

Chris: but she's turning seventeen in a couple of weeks. That reminds me, I have the perfect idea for a gift.

(Ava's voice is heard from behind the door.) 

Ava: Well don't say it now (she walks through to the kitchen. Everyone is staring at her. Grayson stands up when she walks through) it's supposed to be a surprise.(smiles) Anyway, mom, Grayson and me are going out for the day. 

Cate: You’re going out?

Ava: Yeah, (looks at Grayson and smiles) I'm sure he'll keep me safe.

Grayson: (Turns to John and Cate) I promise, I will keep her safe. No one touches her. 

Cate: Well, that's very reassuring. Have a good time sweetheart. 

(Grayson and Ava walk out of the kitchen and out the front door. Chris is staring at Grayson as he leaves) 

Chris: Well, isn't he a looker. With those muscles, I would definitely feel saw around him.

Aaron: And what about my muscles. There pretty big. (Flexes his muscles) 

Chris: Sorry, but he's got better.

(Cate stands up with her cup of tea and walks to the kitchen door, then turns around) 

Cate: All good things come in small packages. (Cate smiles and walks upstairs) 

(John and Chris are laughing at Cate's comment. Aaron is very embarrassed.) 

Grayson: So, your parents might have said something about you dropping out of school. Why?

Ava: Well I wanted to become an international journalist but I don’t know if I want to do it. I mean, it's been a dream of mine since I was little, but after that incident, it really made me think. Is it really what I want to do? I would be stuck in a cubicle for years, and only the best of the best would be allowed to go out and travel. I was really looking forward to the travelling part, and the reporting. 

Grayson: Well what's stopping you from travelling and reporting? Your sixteen, so you could travel, and you could get too choose what you wanted to report on, not someone else. 

Ava: (Shrugs) Well, even if I did, where would I put all of my reports. Cause I get that it's fun and all, but it would be such a waste and my parents would be pretty mad. 

Grayson: Well, you could make a blog, or start up your own business. You have the drive. 

Ava: My own business! Well your very optimistic aren't you?

Grayson: It’s like what the Henry David Thoreau said "I have learned that if one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and endeavours to live the life he has imagined, he will meet with a success unexpected in common hours." 

Ava: Did you just make that guy and that quote up? (Laughs) 

Grayson: No. I will have you know that Henry David Thoreau was a nineteenth century author who wrote many essays articles and poems. 

Ava: Right and you know about him because...
Grayson: He happens to be one of my favourite authors. (Ava looks at him with a raised eyebrow) My dad told me about him, I looked him up but that doesn't take away the message of his quote. Just think about it. 

Ava: Alright, I will. 

Grayson: I'm taking you out to lunch, where do you want to go?

Ava: Where the path may lead us. (Ava and Grayson smile at each other and walk off speaking to each other.) 

(Ava and Grayson are at a restaurant, having a good time when a stranger walks up to them)

Stranger: Excuse me. Are you Ava McGowan?

Ava: Eh, yes. Do I know you? 

Stranger: No, (Begins to shout so that the whole restaurant can hear. Everyone is silent) but I would just like you to know, you put my brother in prison. He was innocent, wouldn't hurt a fly. You have the wrong man! You are one twisted bitch and I hope that you die.

(Grayson gets angry, stands up, pushing his chair back) 

Grayson: Excuse me, but he was not innocent, he confessed everything to the cops. If he was innocent he would have fought for his freedom. Instead he handed himself in. Now if you don't mind, we are trying to have a peaceful lunch. I think that you are the twisted one and that you need to leave here, take this up with your psycho of a brother. He shot her for Christ sake!

(Two waiters come over to remove the women from the restaurant. She doesn't go out easily, kicking and screaming at Ava) 

Stranger: You put a perfectly good man who had a break down because of you behind bars. He only needed help! I'm going to make sure you burn in hell for what you did. I would watch the roads if I was you..

Grayson: Right that's enough, get out now. You can't threaten an innocent person, she's the victim in all of this. Now leave her alone. 

Stranger: (Laughs in Grayson face. Waiters still pulling her by the arms to get her out) Your not safe anymore, you'll never be safe again, not while I'm alive.

(Eventually the woman is thrown out. Restaurant is silent. Grayson turns around to see Ava in complete shock, tears riling down her face. He walks over and holds her in his arms. Kisses her on the head) 

Grayson: (Whispers) Come on, let's get you home. 

(Ava and Grayson arrive home. Ava still in shock hasn't said a word. Ava and Grayson walk into her house, and Ava walks straight upstairs.) 

Cate: Ava. Ava? Grayson? What's wrong with her?

Grayson: The guy who shot her, his sister started threatening her in the restaurant we were at. Saying she wasn't safe. I told her to back off and two waiters kindly helped to get her out of the restaurant. She is seriously shaken up though. 

Cate: Oh god! Ava (Cate runs up stairs to Ava's room) 

John: What happened? (Grayson and John walk through to the living room where Grayson explains everything) 

(Cate knocks on Ava's door and enters. Ava is curled up on her bed staring into space. Cate walks over and sits on Ava's bed)

Cate: Ava, sweetheart. Don't worry, you are safe. You are always going to have someone with you. She is not going to touch you. (silence) Ava, there are going to be huge obstacles that you will have to overcome. But I know you can do it, your strong. Look at the decisions you have made so far, your brave. 

Ava: (silently whispers) you didn't see the look in her eyes. She wants me dead.

Cate: Well that's not going to happen. I promise you, as long as You and I are alive, she will not touch a single hair on you. (Cate kisses Ava and leaves her in her room and walks down stairs to see John binding with Grayson) 

John: (John has his hand on Grayson's shoulder) Thank you, I appreciate you looking after. I just can't believe that, that woman thought her brother was innocent. He could have killed Ava. 

Grayson: Well luckily she didn't get close, she wouldn't have been allowed, not on my watch. No harm is going to come to Ava I assure you sir. I don't care how long it takes too keep her safe out of harms way; I'm willing to stay with her.

(Cate is standing at the doorway.) 

Cate: That’s very thoughtful of you. (Walks into the living room and sits beside John) You’re welcome to come around anytime.

Grayson: Thank you. Well I'm sorry but I have to leave. I can come around whenever I am needed.

John: Of course, you can come around. I think the best thing for Ava right now is too have as much support as she can.

(As Grayson opens the front door, loads of lights start to go off and reports are shouting to get the story. Grayson walks back inside and slams the door.)

Grayson: Someone tipped off the reporters. They all want to speak to Ava, and I don't think they will leave until they do. 

Cate: Great, this exactly what we don't want. Okay, well go out the back. 

(Grayson says thank you and goodbye, and leaves through the back door.) 

Cate: Oh John, what are we supposed to do now? I refuse to let them speak to Ava. 

John: I don't know, but we will have to think of something. 

(Ava is tossing and turning again in her bed, talking in her sleep. Screams and wakes up. Panting, hysterically crying she sits up, and drops her head in her hands. Chris comes running through) 

Chris: Ava. Ava. Look at me Ava. (Ava looks at Chris still crying, scared) it was just a dream okay. No one is going to harm you, not one person. Grayson is definitely going to make sure of that, and we are all here to help you. Come here. (Chris is hugging Ava as she is crying, starting to calm down) 

Ava: (whispers softly) Grayson. 

(Camera zooms out on the two sisters. Screen fades to black) 

Cate: Ava, honey. I thought you might want some breakfast. Well brunch really. Grayson has come around to see you. Do you want me to send him in? (Silence) Okay, well I will leave this on the table and I will let Grayson in. 

(Cate place the tray of food on the table beside Ava’s bed and walks out. Moments later, Grayson comes through the door.)

Grayson: Hey Ava. You feel okay today. (Silence. Grayson sits on the side of Ava’s bed.) I know you’re still shaken up, but like I told your parents, no one is going to harm you. As long I’m by your side, she will never touch you or anyone else. I promise. 
(Ava turns over and faces Grayson)

Ava: (softly speaks) you promise?

Grayson: (Smiles, kisses her on the head and cuddles into her, then whispers in her ear) of course. 

(Camera Zooms out and fades too black) 

(Doorbell goes off. Picture comes on. Cate answers the door. Friends of Ava at the door. Music is on. It's Ava's birthday)

Cate: Come in, thanks for coming. Just straight through to the garden. We have the barbecue on, hope your hungry. 

Grayson: Ava, where are you? (Grayson goes up the stairs and at the top of the stairs bumps into Ava) oh, there you are. Why you up here when the party is down stairs? (They both laugh and Grayson kisses her) 

Ava: Yeah I'm coming, just came up here to make sure everything was in place. (Grayson takes Ava by the hand and they both come down the stairs. Everyone is having a good time, talking laughing. Saying happy birthday to Ava) 

Cate: Alright, could I have everyone's attention. It's time to sing happy birthday. 

(John brings out a huge aeroplane cake with seventeen candles in it. Everyone is singing happy birthday to her. Ava closes her eyes and blows out her candles.)

Cate: Ava, here you go. A small present from me and your dad. 

Ava: You shouldn't have. (Ava opens the envelope to reveal a lot of cash. Ava is shocked) you guys, I can't take this. This is way too much. 

John: Don't be stupid, of course you can. It's for you and Grayson on your travels. Some of it is for postcards! (Laughs) 

Ava: Pop, you shouldn't have. (Kisses him on the cheek and hugs her mom) I love you guys so much; it's only for a year. And of course I will write to you guys. 

Cate: That’s all we ask. (Cate looks at her watch) Well look at the time, if we don't get you to the airport, your going to miss your flight. Come on you two, go get your bags. 

(Ava and Grayson go up the stairs to get their bags and passports.) 

Chris: I can't believe she is going travelling, good luck to her. Oh, better remind her to get me a present. (Giggles) 

John: You two all packed and ready?

Grayson: I think so.

John: Alright, let's go. Don't want to miss your flight. 

(Grayson and Ava say goodbye to Aaron, Chris and Renee before leaving with John and Cate in the car to get to the airport.)

Cate: Well I guess this is goodbye. Remember and write to us. Oh and one last present before you leave. (Cate hands over a present. Ava unwraps it to reveal a new phone.) 

Ava: You guys are spoiling me! I love you both so much. (Ava hugs both her parents. Grayson then says his goodbyes and they both walk away to board the plane.)

Grayson: Well, it's just you and me now. Travelling all around the world. You ready?

Ava: As ready as I will ever be! 

(Ava and Grayson hand over their tickets and get on the plane. The camera then cuts back to the ticket place, to reveal that the gunman's sister is boarding the same plane.)

Stewardess: Thank you ma'am. Enjoy your flight. 

Gunman's sister: I will. (Walks a little bit further and mutters to herself) Told you Ava. You wouldn't be safe again! (Has an evil stare as she walks onto the plane)

(Screen goes black and credits come up)

