REBA

(By Shea Christie

EPISODE: The Best Christmas Pageant Ever! Or One flew over the Manger bed…
CAST

REBA HART ….Reba McEntire

BROCK HART….. Christopher Rich
CHEYENNE MONTGOMERY…. Joanna Garcia
KYRA HART…. Scarlett Pomers
JAKE HART….. Mitch Holleman
BARBRA JEAN BOOKER HART….Melissa Peterman
BABY ELIZABETH MONTGOMERY …. Gabrielle Leberger


            


Alena Leberger

BABY HENRY CHARLES JESUS HART…. Alexander McClellan
GUEST CAST

EULALIE PRITCHERT…. JOANNA GLEASON

MRS. HODGE …. JULIA DUFFY

DR. MELVIN…  NOT CAST YET.

LORI – ANN …. PARK OVERALL

SYNOPSIS -  It’s a week before Christmas and Kyra brings home a flyer announcing auditions for the school Christmas pageant. Auditions are to be held in 3 days, but Kyra is adamant not to be in it. However, when BJ arrives unexpectedly Kyra convinces her to audition. At the audition BJ figures out that it’s a school pageant but auditions anyway accepting the lead role, after pushing over several kids in line for the role. After several weeks of rehearsal Brock complains that the pageant is taking a toll on Barbra Jean and that she’s beginning to act a little crazy. Reba tells Brock that Barbra Jean came that way when he married her. The night of the pageant arrives and everyone including Lori Ann, Reba’s best friend arrive to see Barbra Jean in the lead role and are overjoyed to see where her lead role takes her.  Joanna Gleason guest stars as the elementary teacher Eulalie Pritchert. 

1. MOVING STILL : the Exterior of REBA’S house. 

CUT TO:

2. INT. House – Early afternoon. The house is quiet. KYRA enters with knapsack in hand and a flyer. REBA  enters from the kitchen at the arrival of her youngest daughter.

REBA: Hey, Kyra How was your day?

KYRA:  Aside from having to sit through another lecture of how the Grinch stole Christmas, I’d say it was  mediocre.

REBA: Well we all know how the Grinch stole Christmas, she married your dad. 

Just after that, BJ enters in Christmas garb that screams “ garage sale” find.

BARBRA JEAN: Ho, Ho Ho.

KYRA: well we have one out of three. 

REBA: Kyra!

KYRA sits on the couch.

REBA: What do you want Barbra Jean?

BARBRA JEAN: I need your help finding Brock a Christmas Present.

REBA: What are you asking me for, why not ask him?

BARBRA JEAN: Well, you were the last one to give him anything.

REBA: And to imagine he gave that all up for the abominable snow man.

CUT TO:

3. Credits roll – “I’m a Survivor” theme song plays.

FADING TO:

4. INT. House – Immediately following

BARBRA JEAN: Reba, I really need your help.

REBA: No Barbra Jean. 

BARBRA JEAN:  All I’m looking for is a little Christmas cheer.

REBA: Barbra Jean, If I had any Christmas cheer left you would be gone by now.

REBA exits upstairs.

CUT TO:

5. INT. House – later that afternoon. CHEYENNE and VAN enter from a day of shopping, BABY ELIZABETH is asleep in the stroller. KYRA is watching television. 

VAN: C’mon Cheyenne, I think the football is a reasonable gift for Elizabeth.

CHEYENNE: No Van. Elizabeth is not going to get a football for Christmas. 

VAN: Fine. Be a grinch.

CHEYENNE removes ELIZABETH from the stroller putting her in the playpen.  VAN strolls over to KYRA at the couch and notices the flyer.

VAN: Hey, Kyra whats this?

KYRA: Oh, some dumb auditions for the School Pageant. 

CHEYENNE: Don’t knock the School Pageant I was in the school pageant

KYRA: And  I suppose you played the whore of babylon?

CHEYENNE: (sarcastically) Nooo. Ugh, I was a tree okay?

KYRA: (to Van) You must be so proud.

KYRA exits upstairs.

FADING TO :

COMMERCIAL.

ACT 2: 

6. INT. House – the following day. Again the house is quiet. This time BARBRA JEAN enters (of course without knocking) – REBA is asleep on the couch. BARBRA JEAN see’s a chance. She sneaks over to the couch leaning in.

BARBRA JEAN: (like Alvin the Chipmunk -sings) It’s beginning to look at lot like Christmas Ever-

REBA: (suddenly waking up) ALVIN! (see’s BJ unimpressed.) Oh, it’s you.

BARBRA JEAN: I found the perfect gift yesterday at the mall.

REBA: What was it? A muzzle?

BARBRA JEAN: No silly. (she snickers continuously)

REBA: Well spit it out what is it?

BARBRA JEAN (Holding flyer) Ta –da!

REBA: auditions? For what?

BARBRA JEAN: A Christmas Pageant.

REBA: Let me see that – (she reads it – looks at BJ and snickers) Who gave you this?

BARBRA JEAN: Kyra said I’d be a shoe in.

REBA: Well she wasn’t wrong there. Go ahead Barbra Jean. Brock will be so pleased. 

BARBRA JEAN: You think so – 

REBA: Trust me, I know so. 

BARBRA JEAN: Thanks Reba, you’re a good friend

REBA: Oh, don’t say something your bound to regret in the end.

BARBRA JEAN smiles dumbly and exits as KYRA follows down the stairs.

KYRA: Is the Ice queen gone?

REBA: Yeah, the abominable snow man just ate her.

KYRA heads for the Kitchen. REBA follows.

CUT TO:

7. INT. Kitchen – Immediately following.

REBA: Why didn’t you tell me there were auditions for the school pageant?

KYRA:  Because, I didn’t feel like getting involved in an overwrought conversation on how little talent I have.

REBA: What do you mean, you’re very talented.

KYRA: No I am not mom. I mean look at Jake he does magic

REBA: Yeah, but his milk trick could use a little work.

KYRA:  And Van, he’s good at football.

REBA: That’s because he is a football.

KYRA: And Cheyenne  - well she’s good with her sex appeal

REBA: For Cheyenne it’s not a talent, it’s an advertisement. Unfortunately the football touched down first.  Look Kyra, what ever it is you love to do, can be a talent. What I mean is – 

KYRA: It’s okay Mom, I convinced Barbra Jean to audition as a Christmas Present for Dad.

REBA: Yea I know, and I’m looking forward to your father opening up a box of Torment on Christmas day. 

CUT TO:

8. INT. School Gymnasium – 2 days later. The stage is packed full of middle grade and Elementary students all warming up or picking their nose, anything that isn’t out of the ordinary for school kids. 

Off stage seated at a long rectangular table sit 3 adults – MRS. HODGE, the senior High Principal, MS. EULALIE  PRITCHERT, the Elementary school  Teacher and DR. MELVIN. All three are very cynical and pessimistic. We begin the scene near the end of young BEAU GARFIELD’S audition for Joseph – father of Jesus – He sings a rousing rendition of Jingle bells.

BEAU: (a little nasally) Jingle bells Batman smells Robin lays an egg bat – 

MRS. HODGE: (taking over) mobile lost a wheel and Beau is big fat drag! 

BEAU: (sadly) Thank you.

MS. PRITCHERRT (to MRS. HODGE): No, thank you.

MRS. HODGE: NEXT!

Another little girl skitters nervously on stage – she wears a nightgown and carries a pillow.

DR. MELVIN: And what are you going to sing for us?

GIRL: “I could have danced all night”

MRS. PRITCHERT: Honey, we all could have – But looking like that sweetie it’s no surprise you were left in the dust.

MRS. HODGE and PRITCHERT share a high five. The little girl goes off sobbing.

MS. PRITCHERT: NEXT!

BARBRA JEAN enters from the wings – looking at all the students. She wears her “garage sale” Find Christmas outfit.

DR. MELVIN: Mrs. Hart? 

BARBRA JEAN: Oh, Hi Doctor Melvin! (smiles  largely)

DR. MELVIN: Are you here to volunteer?

BARBRA JEAN: No, I’m here to audition.

MRS. HODGE: (under her breath to Pritchert) This I got to see.  

MS. PRITCHERT: Uh, Mrs. Hart, you do know this is a School Pageant?

BARBRA JEAN: I was wondering – I thought maybe you were auditioning for the wizard of Oz. 

MRS. HODGE: And If we were you’d be a first choice for the witch of the west. (cluing in) But since you’re here you might as well have a go.

BARBRA JEAN: Ohh really?  (quickly) Excuse me 

BARBRA JEAN scurries back stage. All we can hear is her vocalising  - unfortunately cats sound better.

CLOSE ON: the Panel’s reaction.

BARBRA JEAN re –enters pushing over a little boy about to go to the microphone.

MRS. HODGE: Okay Mrs. Hart what are you going to sing for us today?

BARBRA JEAN: “It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas” 

MS. PRITCHERT: (indicating outfit to HODGE) Isn’t it.

BARBRA JEAN OPENS her mouth to sing  - and 

MRS. HODGE: NEXT! We’ll call you Mrs. Hart.

BARBRA JEAN: Oh, thank you.

BARBRA JEAN walks off happily.

FADE OUT TO:

COMMERCIAL

ACT 2  - SCENE 2 

9. INT. House -  Several weeks later. REBA sits on the couch creating her Christmas list as BROCK enters in a panic.

BROCK: Reba, you got to help me.

REBA: Help you why?

BROCK: Barbra Jean is driving me nuts.

REBA: Brock, I’ve told a hundred times she came like that when you married her.

BROCK: I’m serious Reba. It’s like she’s a different person.

REBA: Well who was she before? Malibu Barbie?

BROCK: Oh, that’s helpful.

REBA: What is going on?

BROCK: I don’t know. 

REBA: I can’t help you Brock.

BROCK: Well, can’t you tell her to stop this pageant or anything?

REBA: Not exactly.  Besides in a day or two it’ll be over. 

VAN enters stealthily, craddling a shopping bag to his chest.

REBA: Van, what is that?

VAN: What’s what?

REBA crosses to him and grabs the bag – 

REBA: I should’ve known. A football, from a football. 

VAN: C’mon Mrs. H, Cheyenne wouldn’t let me get Elizabeth a football for Christmas. 

REBA: Do you have any reason why?

VAN: No. She wouldn’t tell me.

REBA: Did you ever come to think that a one year old baby girl doesn’t need a football.

BROCK: It shouldn’t matter Reba, let the man give his little girl a football.

REBA: You stay out of it. (giving football back) Merry Christmas Van, your very own football.

VAN: Ah, cool Mrs. H, Thanks  (going off) And the crowd goes wild HAHHHH 

VAN exits into the kitchen and we hear a CRASH then…

VAN: I’m Okay!

BROCK and REBA shake their head. 

REBA: Look, Brock why don’t you let Barbra Jean go on with the show.  You’ll appreciate her concerted effort. Or lack there of.

BROCK: Okay. But if you find my mutalated body under the tree – 

REBA: I’ll have you gift wrapped.

BROCK Exits and REBA is about exit the into the Kitchen when the DOOR BELL RINGS.

REBA : (calling) Look Brock – 

In the door stands REBA’s  friend Lori Ann.

LORI ANN: Brock?

 REBA: Lori Ann, Get in here!

They embrace.

LORI ANN: I’ve come to spread some cheer (pulls out a mickey) got any glasses.

REBA: In the kitchen. I’m sorry I thought you were Brock.

LORI ANN: That’s why I said cheer not fruit cake.

REBA: How have you been?

LORI ANN: I’m great and you? 

REBA: Now that you’re here, even better,

LORI ANN: I thought so.

REBA: How long are you here?

LORI ANN: Well I thought I’d come and spend Christmas with my favorite red head.

REBA: Oh, How sweet

LORI ANNA: Yeah, he actually lives down street.

They laugh.

REBA: You should stay, for a couple of days and catch Barbra Jean in her leading role in the Christmas pageant.

LORI ANN: They let her out into the community?

REBA: No, its better than that – It’s a school pageant.

LORI ANN: What a school for the needy?

BARBRA JEAN enters – from the front door. 

BARBRA JEAN (off): Ho, Ho, Ho!

LORI ANN: (calmly calling) Ho – down!

BARBRA JEAN comes into the kitchen

BARBRA JEAN: Do I hear a Grinch?

LORI ANN: No, but you’re going to get one in the face.

REBA: So, Barbra Jean, what part did you get that Brock has gotten all ape about?

LORI ANN: That’s where your wrong Reba, Brock is an ape.

BARBRA JEAN: If you must know  I got the lead part.

LORI ANN: In  a School pageant. 

BARBRA JEAN: That’s right

LORI ANN: and who are you David or Goliath?

REBA: I know it’s leading role Barbra Jean but what are you playing?

BARBRA JEAN: You’ll have to find out tomorrow night.

LORI ANN: yippee.

BARBRA JEAN: Well, I best be going I have to go find some ping pong paddles.

REBA: Ping pong paddles?

LORI ANN: Oh, why aren’t you just a silly one Reba, you’ve got some right here.

REBA: I do?

BARBRA: (happily) She does?

LORI ANN: See – Left paddle (strikes Barbra Jean on the left side of the head) 

BARBRA JEAN: What did you  - 

LORI ANN: Right paddle (striking the right side) 

BARBRA JEAN: (rubbing her head) Good bye Reba. The circle K closes at five.

CUT TO:

10. INT. House – the following Evening – Pageant Night. The house is busy with preparations for the evening events. BROCK and BARBRA JEAN enter with BABY HENRY in a stroller. BABY ELIZABETH is the playpen playing with the football (and no – its not VAN) REBA enters in slacks and a sweater.  BARBRA JEAN sits on the couch resuming her mantra.

REBA: Come on you guys we’re going to be late.

LORI ANN enters from the kitchen putting a flask in her purse.

LORI ANN: Reba, If I’ve already seen the face of evil, why do I have to go to her stupid pageant?

REBA: Because, the evening wouldn’t be the same without you.

LORI ANN: Oh, now I feel like one of the family.  

BARBRA JEAN begins to rub her wrists in sequence with her rocking  as she speaks slowly

BARBRA  JEAN: I’m Flying, I’m Flying, I’m Flying, I’m Flying,

LORI ANN: (whispering in her ear) Fly home E.T.

BROCK: She’s been doing that all week.

BARBRA JEAN looks up as we…

FADE TO:

12. INT. Gymnasium. That evening. The Gym is packed with people of all ages. REBA, BROCK , CHEYENNE, KYRA, and JAKE  along with LORI ANN enter quietly and take their seats. MS. PRITCHERT gets up on stage , and taps the microphone.

MS. PRITCHERT: Testing, testing – 

The microphone squeals.

MS. PRITCHERT: Jesus, Mother Mary and Joseph! – I mean Welcome ladies and Gentleman to our premier Christmas Pageant for 2005. We had a very good turn out for this years auditions people from far and wide - 

LORI ANN: (to reba) Mostly wide.

MS. PRITCHERT: We now present – the Nativity scene 

The curtain behind MS. PRITCHERT Opens – to reveal a cardboard cut out of the manger. BEAU GARFIELD is on all fours dressed in cotton balls and face paint as a sheep. The young sobbing girl from earlier stands as a sheppard. Other students fill in the cast of the Nativity. However, DR. MELVIN and MRS. HODGE seem to be playing Mary and Joseph.

The action on stage continues through the story of the birth of Jesus. We watch both stage and audience for a crowd -  pleasing event.

FADING TO:

13. INT. Gymnasium. 

DR. MELVIN: And  -  and angel appeared!

SUDDENLY BARBRA JEAN comes flying in on a harness and swing-pulley, The ping pong paddles are duct taped to her wrists as wings, her eyes are clenched shut.

BARBRA JEAN: I can fly, I can fly, I can fly.

DR. MELVIN: And the angel spoke. 

She opens her eyes   

BARBRA JEAN: Sweet Jesus – I’m flying!

CUT TO:

14. INT. House – later that evening. Everyone is just returning from the show. REBA and LORI ANN enter along with JAKE and KYRA. CHEYENNE and VAN with BABY ELIZABETH enter, and last BROCK and BABY HENRY.

REBA: I what did you think of the show Jake?

JAKE: I thought it was cool. Dad? Can Barbra Jean really fly?

BROCK: No Jake – 

REBA: But we can only hope she’ll learn. Now go upstairs and get ready for bed. 

CHEYENNE crosses to playpen – sees football. JAKE exits upstairs.

CHEYENNE: Van? What’s this.

VAN: Oh, come on Cheyenne just one football, then she can have all the pink doily crap after?

CHEYENNE: Oh, all right. Geez, how could I say no to that?

LORI ANN: like this – NO!

CHEYENNE and Van and ELIZABETH exit up stairs  

KYRA: I’m just curious but does anyone care where Barbra Jean might be?

LORI ANN: I was hoping no one would notice.

REBA: Well where is she?

BROCK: She’s safe where no one can hurt her.

CUT TO:

15. INT. Gymnasium. – Immediately following. The GYM is completely empty all for the empty chairs. Offstage we hear BARBRA JEAN but don’t see her – yet.

BARBRA JEAN: I’M FLYING!

BARBRA JEAN comes swinging on across the empty stage.

BARBRA JEAN: WHEEE! 

BARBRA JEAN swings by the other way.

BARBRA JEAN: WHEEE! YAHHHHEWWEEEEE!

BARBRA JEAN swings past a third time. After making it off stage we hear a large CRASH then -   

BARBRA JEAN: I FLEW!

FADE TO

16. End Credits.
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