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FADE | N:

EXT. PARKI NG LOT FRONTI NG BELLS BI OLOG CAL RESEARCH CENTRE.
JOHANNESBURG. DAY.

A di |l api dated ol d bakkie drives in froma busy Johannesburg
street and pulls up in front of a palatial office building.
A sign on the roof displays the words: BELL'S BI OLOd CAL
RESEARCH CENTRE.

A young man, JACK RANDALL, steps out of the vehicle. He
gl ances at his watch then wal ks toward the steps leading to
t he i mposi ng entrance.

DI SSOCLVE TO
| NT. RECEPTI ON AREA BELLS BI OLOd CAL RESEARCH CENTRE. DAY
A SECRETARY | ooks up from her desk as Jack approaches.

SECRETARY
Can | help you?

JACK
| have an appointnent. At ten. The
nanme' s Jack Randal |

SECRETARY
Randal | ? Just a sec...

A pause as she checks a |ist

SECRETARY
Yes. Go right in. Over there, the
door on the left. M. Brandt is
expecting you.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. RUBEN BRANDT' S OFFI CE. JOHANNESBURG. DAY.

Jack wal ks into a large, luxuriously furnished office.Plush
carpet, potted plants, wildlife pictures on the wall.

RUBEN BRANDT, a tall, distinguished-Iooking nman, seated
behi nd t he desk, | ooks up as Jack enters and gives hima
polite smle.

BRANDT
Jack Randall? |' m Ruben Brandt.

He turns to ARNOLD MASON, a thin, grey-haired man, seated
next to himand waves a hand.

BRANDT
And this is ny colleague, Arnold
Mason. Cone in. Please... Take a
seat .

JACK

Thank you.



2.

Jack wal ks to a chair and sits facing both nen. He waits
expectantly, tense but not nervous.

BRANDT
M. Mason and | have read your c.v.
| see you majored in mcrobiol ogy
and genetics. Those qualifications
are essential. But we'd like to
know a bit nore about your
background. Can you please fill us
in?

JACK
| was born and brought up on a farm
so have an agricul tural background.
| majored in M crobiology and
genetics, but took other courses as
wel | - soil science, pl ant pathol ogy
and entonol ogy. That gives ne a
pretty broad base.

MASON
(clears throat)
Your qualifications are adequate,
but your occupational record seens
to have been nore than a little..
let us say ... unstable. Let ne
see. ..

Mason picks up Jack's C. V. and reads fromit.
MASON

: security guard, truck driver
bungee-j unpi ng gui de, white-water

rafting and abseil instructor. Gane
ranger. ..
(pause)
| don't see anything in the
agricultural line.
JACK

That's because there isn't any.

BRANDT
| find that strange. You grew up on
a farmand have all these
qualifications, and you choose..
... bungee-junpi ng? Wuld you m nd
telling us why?

JACK
There were reasons. On | ooking
back, | have no regrets.

MASON

No regrets? How do you justify
t hat ?



Jack gets

Jack sits

JACK
Because |'ve gained nore than
| ost. And because | know it hasn't
affected nmy ability to do the kind
of work |'ve been trained to do.

BRANDT
(frowni ng)
That may be so, but we happen to be
| ooking for a man who has his
sights set on a career in
agricultural research, not junping
off cliffs.

to his feet as though about to |eave.
JACK

Well then, 1'd better be going.
Thank you for your tine...

BRANDT
(sharply)
Pl ease sit! | said we're | ooking

for a man who's interested in a
career in agricultural research. |
need to be sure you're in that
category, that's all.

down, obviously relieved.

JACK
| aminterested. Very nmuch so.

BRANDT
Good! Qur research farmis way off
the beaten track. The man we
appoi nt nust be prepared to live in
a rural community, cut off fromthe
conveni ences nost fol k take for
granted. Kudufontein is the nearest
town and that's a good hal f-hour
awnay.

JACK
That's no problem |I'mused to
country life.

BRANDT
We provide accommodation for our
staff, but I"mafraid housing is
[imted. If you have famly
commtnents, there m ght be a
pr obl em



JACK
l"mon ny omm. My father died a
nonth ago. My nother noved to a
retirenment hone. There's no one
el se.

Brandt and Mason exchange gl ances.

BRANDT
The farm may be isolated, but it's
quite self-sufficient. W have a
super mar ket , | i brary, clubhouse and
sporting facilities. Oh, and a
clinic.

JACK
Sounds great.

MASON
The settl enent has nost anenities
-electricity and tel ephones, but
unfortunately no cell phone
reception. That bother you?

JACK
Not at all.
BRANDT
Do you have any questions?
JACK
"' mwondering... why is the farm

| ocated in such a renpte area?

MASON
Because we produce genetically
nodi fi ed products. And that neans
we need space, |lots of space. The
further we are away from
nei ghbours, the better.

Brand nods agreenent.

BRANDT
You' ve no idea how nmuch trouble
anti-GVOD activists give us. Gven
hal f a chance, they'll storm our
farm and destroy our crops.

Mason gives a small, nervous | augh.

MASON
They picket supermarkets and wite
letters to the press. But there's
no way they'll get onto our
research farm W nake sure of
t hat .



BRANDT
That's why I'mglad | live there.

JACK
(surprised)
You live on the farnf

BRANDT
We both do. Mason and | flew down
t hi s norni ng.

Brandt | ooks at his watch and gathers up the docunents on
the desk, indicating that the interviewis over

BRANDT
Well, that waps it up. Thank you
for your interest in Bells. W'll
consi der your application and |et
you know our decision as soon as
possi bl e.

MASON
(apol ogetical ly)
| nmust warn that we've had a | arge
nunber of applications. It'll take
a bit of tine to go through them
all.

BRANDT
That's right. I'mafraid it's a
long Iist. Very |ong.
DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. RUBEN BRANDT' S OFFI CE. JOHANNESBURG. DAY.

Brandt and Mason remai n seated as ROLF KRUGER, chief of
security,gives a brief knock then opens the door. He is a

tall, powerfully built man with heavy features and thin,
sandy hair.
BRANDT
Ah, Kruger... Cone in, cone in.D d
you see okay? Hear everything?
KRUGER
(chuckl i ng)
Got a bird' s eye view Heard every

wor d, too.

Kruger saunters in, finds a chair and sits. Mason gl ances up
nervously at a small,round hole in the ornate franme of a
pi cture hanging on the wall.

MASON
You thi nk Randall saw the canera?



KRUGER
Not a chance. You'd need x-ray eyes
to spot the |ens.

BRANDT
(to Kruger)
So... what's your opinion?

KRUGER
He was edgy at first, but settled
down soon enough. He's hungry for
the job,l can tell you that nuch.
(beat)
How d he shape with you?

BRANDT
| don't know. Randall's got the
credentials, but he's too cocky for
ny liking. Too independent. QGuys
i ke himnean trouble. W need
sonmeone easier to handl e.

Mason frowns worriedly.

MASON
There isn't anyone el se.

KRUGER
Maybe you shoul d take anot her | ook
at one of the guys we saw earlier.
That kid Carter, for instance. He
hasn't got nuch in the way of
qualifications, but he's not the
type to go around aski ng questions.
And that's what we're | ooking for
isn't it?

BRANDT

(irritably)
It wouldn't work. We need soneone
capabl e of running B Bl ock, soneone
with the knowhow to step in and
t ake over Evans's job. An
agricul turist,not a goddam
gardener. | need to spend nore tine
on the Pegasus Project. A lot nore
time if we're going to get
Si x-ni ne-four on the market before
soneone el se pops up with a simlar
product .

Kruger's head jerks up and he stares hard at Brandt.

KRUGER
Is that |ikely?



BRANDT
Every bl oody plant breeder in the
world is working on a new bio-fuel.
We have to get in first. This
busi ness with Kenp and Evans has
thrown ny schedul e right out of
gear.

KRUGER
(1 oud and aggressive)
Kenp and Evans? You bl am ng ne for
t heir deat hs?

BRANDT
(soot hi ngl y)
O course not. Kenp got what he
deserved. The bastard was drunk
And Evans was poking his nose in
where it didn't belong. You did the
right thing. Absolutely.

Somewhat nollified, Kruger |eans back in his chair, crosses
| egs and runs fingers through his hair.

KRUGER
This Pegasus Project... | keep
hearing how much it's going to
bring in, but | don't hear about
when. How much | onger do | have to
wait for ny share?

In the sudden tension, Brandt's jaw cl enches and he shifts
unconfortably. H s gaze noves to the wi ndow and back agai n.

BRANDT
|"ve told you - not nmuch | onger
now. One or two...nmaybe three nore
generations. Then our troubles wll
be over.

MASON

(hurrying to ease the

t ensi on)
It'll change everything. Farners
will grow crops in near-desert
condi tions and produce a fuel
that' Il cut the oil price by half.
When Pegasus six-nine-four hits the
mar ket, we'll hit the jackpot.
It'1l be worth waiting for, believe
ne.

KRUGER
| sure as hell hope so. This
waiting gane is giving ne the
shits.



BRANDT
Yeah, well... if we fill Evans's
post it'll speed things up. What we
have to decide is whether Randall's
the man for the job. W'd like to
hear what you found out about our
man - the interesting stuff -
drugs, booze, sex, whatever.

KRUGER

| didn't get much. A couple of
speeding fines. Afistfight in a
pub a few years back. That cost the
shithead a night in jail. That's
about it. No drugs or, at l|least, no
record | could uncover. And no

al cohol binges worth tal ki ng about.

MASON
VWhat about wonen?

KRUGER
A coupl e of casual relationships.
Not hi ng serious and not hi ng
permanent . Definitely no wfe
lurking in the background. Not even
an ex-wife. | doubl e-checked that.

MASON
Well, that's a plus. W don't want
a repeat of the Evans debacl e.

BRANDT
| don't get it. The guy's been a
drifter for ten years. Now, all of
a sudden, he wants a steady job.
When | asked for an expl anation, he
evaded the question. Wat do you
make of that?

KRUGER

(short | augh)
There's a sinple explanation. H's
father died a while back, but the
farm Randal | thought he'd inherit
is in deep shit. If he doesn't pay
off the debts pretty smartly, the
bank will foreclose. The man's
desper at e.

BRANDT
| see. Well, we've covered just
about everything. Wat's your
opi nion? Do we, or don't we take
hi m on?

MASON
There's no one el se anywhere near
qual i fied.



BRANDT
Well, that's it then W enpl oy
Randal | . Al'l agreed?

MASON
Agr eed.
KRUGER
Agr eed.
MASON
You want nme to call himand et him
know?
BRANDT

Yeah. And put on the pressure. Tel
himthe job starts Monday.

MASON
(surprised)
Monday? But that's four days away.

BRANDT
| know. But it'll do himgood to
sweat a little.
KRUGER
(Chuckl i ng)

He'll be there. 1'lIl take a bet on

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. JACK' S FARM DAY.

Jack drives along a dusty road toward an old farnhouse. A
br oken-down fence, ranshackle barn and | ands overgrown with
weeds nmake it obvious that this farmis in a sad state of
negl ect. Jack pulls up, gets out of the bakkie and nmakes his
way into the house. As he opens the front door, the phone
rings. He runs to pick it up.

JACK
Hel | 0?

MASON (V. Q)
Jack Randal | ?

JACK
Speaki ng.

MASON (V. Q)

This is Arnold Mason fromBells
Bi ol ogi cal Research Centre.l'm
phoning to |l et you know that M.
Brandt and | have consi dered your
application and have decided to
of fer you the post.
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JACK
On! Thank you. Thank you very nuch.

MASON (V. Q)
We'd like you to start on Mnday,
ei ght o' clock sharp.

JACK
Monday? You nean Monday next week?

MASON (V. Q)
Short notice, | know, but we need
the post filled. If you can't nake
it, we'll have to reconsider and
offer the job to the next man on
our list.

JACK
That won't be necessary. |'ll take
the post. Sure | will. You can take
that as definite.

MASON (V. Q)
Good. I'Il fax a road map. It's

wild country up there so stick to
the route and don't try shortcuts.
That way you won't get | ost.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. ROAD LEADI NG TO BELLS Bl OLOG CAL RESEARCH CENTRE. DAY.

Jack drives his bakkie along a dusty road. He stares out at
a vast | andscape of veld and trees. Mst are acaci as but
here and there a baobab stands out agai nst the skyline. He
rounds a corner and, suddenly, there is a high, barbed-wire
fence stretching way ito the distance. A skull and
crossbones sign warns that it is electrified.

Jack slows then pulls up in front of a gateway with the
sign, BELLS Bl OLOd CAL RESEARCH CENTRE, displayed in |arge
|etters across the top. A guard, holding a clipboard,
energes fromthe guardhouse.

GUARD
Nane pl ease?

JACK
Jack Randall. M. Mason is
expecting ne.

The guard checks his list then nods.

GUARD
Ah yes. He told ne to | ook out for
you and phone as soon as you
arrive. He said to tell you to go
straight to the Admin Centre.lt's
( MORE)
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GUARD (cont'd)
the big building on your left at
the end of this road. He'|ll neet
you t here.

DI SSCLVE TO

EXT. STEPS FRONTI NG THE ADM N CENTRE. DAY

Mason waves fromthe top of a flight of steps fronting a

| ar ge,

gl ass building. As Jack's Bakkie draws to a halt, he

wal ks down the steps. Jack turns off the engine, gets out of
the vehicle and goes to neet him

MASON
H there! You ve nmade good tine.
Did you have a snmooth ride?

JACK
No problens. But | was glad of the
map. Woul dn't have got here w thout
it.

MASON
So... what do you think of our
setup?

Jack | ooks around taking in a tree-lined street flanked by
rows of bungal ows. Further away, as far as can be seen, are
row upon row of greenhouses.

JACK
It's big! Alot bigger than
expect ed.
MASON
(chuckl es)

This is only part of it. The high
security zone is further on, fenced
off fromthe rest of the farm

JACK
H gh security?

MASON
Were we keep our special projects.
H gh priority stuff.

JACK
On! That's interesting! I'll |ook
forward to seeing what you' ve got
in there.

MASON

|"'mafraid that won't be possible -
at | east not for three nonths. But
once your security checks are in

pl ace, you'll be issued wth a
gate-card
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JACK
Gate card?

MASON
To access the Zone. Once you've got
your card, you'll be free to cone

and go as you please. Until then,
|'"d advise you to keep well clear
of the Zone.

Mason puts a hand in a pocket and brings out a bunch of
keys.

MASON
Here... these are your keys. You'l
need themto get into your cottage.
It's on your right at the far end
of the village. Nunber fifteen,
just past the clinic.

Jack takes the keys.

JACK
Thank you.

MASON
You'll find it's fully furnished.
Just the basics, but quite
confortable.
(pause)
Any questions?

JACK
Where and when do | report for
wor k?
MASON
Be here at eight.Make sure you're
on time. I'll pick you up, show you
around and get you started.
DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. MASON S OFFI CE. DAY.
Mason sits at his desk, lifts the phone and dials. It rings

and rings, ten tines.

BRANDT (V. Q)
Hel | 0?

MASON
It's ne, M.Brandt. Mason.
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BRANDT (V. Q)
(irritably)
For Christ's sake, Mason, it's
Sunday! Can't a man get any peace
in this place? What's so inportant
it can't wait?

MASON
it's Randall. He's here. | thought
you wanted ne to |l et you know when
he arrived.

BRANDT (V. Q)
On! ... Yes, of course. Have you
tol d Kruger?

MASON
Not yet. | thought 1'd let you know
first.

BRANDT (V. Q)
Phone Kruger now. Tell himto keep
an eye on Randall. Make sure he
doesn't go wandering around where
he shouldn't be. We've had enough
trouble lately. W don't want a
repeat of what happened to Kenp. O
Evans.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. MASON S COTTAGE AND GARDEN. DAY

Mason drives along the road, turns into his cottage driveway
and pulls up outside the garage. As he steps fromhis
vehicle, the front door opens and ELSA, a young girl (16)
conmes hurrying to meet him She runs with the cl unsy,
awkwar d novenents of a Downes Syndrone child and, as she
draws closer, it becones apparent that she has a handi cap of
some kind. She carries a rag doll and holds it up for himto
see.

ELSA
(hi gh-pitched, childish
voi ce)

Daddy! Daddy! Daddy!Look at the
dol | Anna nade for ne.Her name's
suzy. Isn't she pretty?

Mason bends to give her a hug then straightens up wearily.

MASON
Very pretty.
(beat)
Where is Anna, darling?

ELSA
Gone.
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MASON
Gone? \Where?

ELSA
Don't know. She's been gone a | ong
time.

MASON
(di smayed)
You been here all by yourself?

ELSA
Yes, but | don't mnd. | got Suzy
to play wth.

Mason stares down at her, shaking his head, then puts an arm
around her shoul der.

MASON
Cone on, sweetheart. Let's go
i nsi de.

DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. SUPERVARKET | N BELL'S Bl OLOd CAL RESEARCH CENTRE
VI LLACE. DAY.

Jack wal ks up and down the aisles, stopping now and then to
take an itemoff a shelf and place it in his trolley - a

| oaf of bread, mlk, butter,eggs, a kilo of steak and a

si x- pack of beer.He pushes the trolley to the checkout and
begi ns unl oadi ng. The youth at the checkout point |ooks up
with interest.

YOUTH
You new here?

JACK
Just pulled in.

YOUTH
Thought so. | know everyone around
here. They all come in to shop
sooner or |ater.

He begins ringing up the itens, one by one,then stops to ask:

YOUTH
You plan to stay |ong?

JACK
Depends on how the job pans out. |
start tonorrow.

YOUTH
Ah... Bernie's job! O Bob Evans
maybe.

Jack | ooks up with interest.
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JACK

Do you know why those guys left?
YOUTH

They didn't... |eave. Evans had a

heart attack. Dropped down dead,
just like that.Poor Bernie got
hi nsel f kill ed.

JACK
Real | y? What happened?

YOUTH
There was an accident. Afire in
one of the greenhouses.

JACK
(horrified)
Afirel! Howdid it start?

The yout h shrugs.

YOUTH
A gas |l eak. That's what we heard,
but no one really knows for sure.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. JACK S COITAGE. DAY

Jack drives along a street lined with neat bungal ows. He
passes a |l arger building displaying the sign, CLINIC, then
sl ows as he approaches a bungal ow with the nunber '15" on
the door. He stops, gets out of his bakkie and, with keys in
hand, wal ks up to the front door. He pushes a key into the

| ock and opens the door.

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. JACK' S COTTACE. DAY

In the kitchen, Jack unpacks his recently purchased
groceries. As he closes the fridge, he hears a knock on the
front door. He wal ks fromkitchen, through a small | ounge
and opens the door to find BEN FERGUSON, a di shevel |l ed,
grey-haired man, standing there. Ben (55) is shabbily
dressed. H's hair is overlong and in need of a conb. He
grins when he sees Jack.

BEN
| saw you nove in and thought 1'd
pop over and say hello. |I'm Ben
Ferguson. Live over there, right
next door.

JACK
"' mJack Randall. Whuld you like to
come in?



BEN
No, no. I've cone to invite you
over to ny place.

JACK
Thank you, but |'ve only just got
in. Maybe another tine.

BEN
You' ve unpacked, haven't you?

JACK
More or | ess.

BEN
Well then, what's stopping you?
We' || be working together. |
t hought you mght like to hear a
bit about the place before you
start.

JACK
(surprised)
You work in Research?

BEN
That's nmy job. Been here since the
day it opened. If you're

interested, | can fill you in with
who's who, what's going on and what
to expect.
(pause)
You want to hear?
JACK
| would. Very nuch.
BEN
Good. Cone on over
JACK
You mean now?
BEN
What's wong with now?
JACK
Not hing, | guess. It's just...
well, | haven't quite settled in.
BEN

If it's supper you're worried
about, stop worrying. Maggie wl|
be over inalittle while and
she' Il bring grub.

JACK
Maggi e?

16.
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BEN
My daughter. She's a nurse. Runs
the clinic and lives in the cottage
next - door. She knows | don't do nuch
cooki ng so cones over nost evenings
wi th a basket. Enough to feed an
arnmy. But you'll see, you'll see.
Now, are you com ng, or not?

DI SSCLVE TO

I NT. BEN S COTTACE. DUSK

Jack and Ben sit in the |ounge of Ben's cottage, drinking
beer fromtall mugs. The roomis cluttered with books,
papers and scientific journals. Those that do not fit into
the bookcase, are piled up on tables,chairs and on the

fl oor.

JACK
So... You're a geneticist. How did
you cone to land up on this farn®

BEN
| spent nost of ny life |ecturing.
Then ny wife died, and | decided to
make a nove. Looked about for
sonet hing new. M friend, Arthur
Bell, offered ne a job. | took it.

JACK
(surprised)
Arthur Bell? The president of Bells
Bi ol ogi cal Research Centre?

BEN
Yes. Arthur and | went to school
together, then varsity. W' ve been
friends a long tine.

JACK
Does he visit here often?

BEN
He used to, but his heart's not as
good as it ought to be and he
doesn't get about nuch any nore.
But he likes to know what's goi ng
on,and relies on nme to keep himup
to date. So, when anything
i mportant or out of the ordinary
happens, | pack a bag and head for
Johannesbur g.

JACK
That's a long trip!
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BEN
It is, but | don't mnd. | tend to
get too wapped up in ny work and
it does nme good to get away now and
t hen.

Ben's gaze drifts to the window. H's eyes light up and he
sm | es.

BEN
Ah, there cones Maggie.l think
you'll like her.She's a great girl.

Dl SSOLVE TO
EXT. PATHWAY TO BEN S COTTAGE. DUSK
MAGA E FERGUSQON, carrying a covered basket, wal ks al ong the
path toward Ben's cottage. She is an attractive young wonman
with striking red hair.

Dl SSOLVE TO
| NT. DI NI NG ROOM I N BEN' S COTTAGE. NI GHT.

Jack, Ben and Maggie sit around the dining table.Jack places
knife and fork on an enpty plate, and smles at Maggi e.

JACK
That was great! | can't renenber
when | enjoyed a neal so nuch.
Thank you.

MAGGE E
G ad you liked it. | make a point

of shopping at the farnmer's market
whenever | go to town so can
guarantee there are no GMOs in that

pi e.

JACK
Does that nmkes a difference?

MAGA E
| think so. Dad doesn't agree with
me but | believe natural foods not
only taste better but are healthier
t han genetically nodified
or gani sns.

BEN
You have no proof of that.



MAGGE E
(heat edl y)
Maybe not. But then neither do you
have proof that GMOs don't do any
har m

BEN
(si ghi ng)
Here we go again. Of on your
hobby- horse, are you?

MAGAE E
It's not ny hobby-horse. People al
over the world are worri ed about
the effect of GOs on health, or
what m ght happen if a GVO happened
to cross with a local strain.

BEN
It won't happen.

MAGA E
How can you be so sure?

BEN
Because we don't rel ease a plant
till it's been thoroughly tested.
If there's the slightest doubt a
new variety m ght cause trouble,
the entire batch is term nated.

MAGA E
That's what you say, but | still
don't like the idea of m xi ng DNA
of unrel ated speci es. Fish and
mai ze; sorghum and beets; grapes
and sonme obscure bug; potatoes and
God- knows- what .

BEN
(short | augh)
As far as | know, no one has m xed
t he DNA of those particul ar
speci es.

MAGA E
That's beside the point. The point
i s-

BEN
(cutting her off)
The point is you' ve been readi ng
too many G eeni e handouts.
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MAGA E
(to jack)
You'll have to excuse us. Dad and |
argue about this sort of thing al
the tine. | don't suppose there's

any point in asking your opinion.
You' re bound to agree with him
Everyone in this place does. Their
j obs depend on it.

JACK
You work here too.
MAGG E
But |'ma nurse. | work in the

clinic, not in a lab or greenhouse.

JACK
Makes no difference. This is a
research farm You knew t hat when
you took the job.

MAGG E
(pause)
You've got a point. | know I
shoul dn't get so worked up. But--

JACK
(cutting her off)
But now | have anot her question.

MAGGE E
Oh! And what's that?

JACK
What do you do in your spare tinme?

MAGGE E
(puzzl ed)
My free... Wiy do you ask?

JACK
Because | thought we m ght spend
some of it together. That's if you
don't m nd.

MAGAE E
(1 aughi ng)
| won't mind in the least. In fact,
| rather |ike the idea.

Dl SSOLVE TO
EXT. STEPS FRONTI NG THE ADM N CENTRE. DAY
Jack stands on the steps fronting the Admn Centre. He
gl ances at his watch then gazes around, obviously waiting

for soneone. A nonent |ater, Mason, driving a conpany
vehicle, pulls up beside him
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DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. COVPANY VAN DRI VEN BY MASON. DAY

Jack steps down, opens the passenger door and clinbs in.

MASON
Morni ng. You ready to go?
JACK
Sure. I'"mlooking forward to making

a start.

Mason changes gear and drives on.Jack stares out the w ndow
as they head toward a | ong row of greenhouses.

JACK

Were, exactly, wll | be working?
MASON

B Bl ock. That's that section over

t here.
Mason points to a group of tunnels on his left.

MASON
"1l drop you there in alittle
whil e, but thought 1'd show you
around the place first. This is a
big farm You wouldn't be the first
to get lost. O get into trouble
for being where you oughtn't to be.

JACK
Sounds good. So... where do we
start?

They drive past row upon row of tunnels,stretching way into
t he di stance. Here and there worknmen, dressed in green
overalls, nmake their way al ong pat hways between tunnels. A
tractor drives past. In the distance, a truck | oaded wth
pi pes and barrels can be seen.

MASON
Wth the Hi gh Security Zone. It's
the nerve centre of this entire
set up.

He points to a three-netre-high fence loomng in the
di st ance.

MASON
See that fence up ahead?

JACK
Sure do. What's it doing there?



MASON
Saf e- guardi ng our nost val uabl e
assets. Every GVO we produce starts
there, and our scientists need to
know that their work is safe from

pryi ng eyes.

JACK
| see.

MASON
Vi abl e speci nens are grown in
gr eenhouses inside the zone. The
nost prom sing are noved to B Bl ock
and, fromthere, to A Block. Those
that pass all tests, are rel eased
and mar ket ed.

22.

They drive up to a solid-Iooking gateway displaying the
sign: H GH SECURI TY ZONE. AUTHORI ZED PERSONNEL ONLY. Thr ough
the fence, a large building, flanked on both sides by many

gr eenhouses can be seen.

JACK
VWhat's on the other side of the
zone?

MASON

Not hi ng but bush all the way up to
the North gate. Kruger lives up
t here.

JACK
Kruger ?

MASON
Qur chief of security. You'll get
to neet himsooner or |ater.

(pause)
Wll, that's about it. Tinme to head
to B Bl ock.

Mason turns and heads back the way they cane.

DI SSCLVE TO

EXT. PARKI NG AREA B BLOCK. DAY

Mason drives up and parks in front of a small,

neat buil di ng

bearing the sign: OFFICE. B BLOCK. A group of greenhouses

can be seen in the background.

MASON
Here we are. Conme on in. |'1ll
i ntroduce you to the staff and show
you around.

DI SSCLVE TO
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| NT. B BLOCK OFFI CE. DAY

Mason | eads the way into the office. CONNIE Pl ETERSON, a
pl unp, m ddl e-aged secretary | ooks up from her desk, and
sm | es.

CONNI E
Good norning, M Mson.

MASON

Morni ng Connie. This is Jack
Randall. He'll be running this
section from now on.

(to jack)
This is Connie Pieterson. She keeps
tabs on the data that pours into
this office. So, if you want info
about anything, just ask. She'l
find it inajiffy.

JACK
(to Connie)
Nice to nmeet you

Mason wal ks on, opens a door and | eads the way into a neat,
wel | - appoi nted office.

I NT. JACK' S OFFI CE. DAY

MASON
This is your office. | think you'll
find everything you need, but if
you want anything,just give ne a
call .

Jack | ooks around taking in the surroundi ngs - desk,
conputer, filing cabinets.

JACK
Looks great. But 1'd like to see
t he greenhouses before | settle in.
Do you have tinme to show ne around?

MASON

"' mvery busy. Zondi will do that.
JACK

Zondi ?
MASON

Your assistant. He should be here
any m nute.

He turns as a tall, Black man approaches.
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MASON
Ah... there he is now. Cone on
over. I'll introduce you,then
real ly nust go.

(to Zondi)
This is M Randall. He'll be in
charge here from now on.

ZONDI
Pl eased to neet you, M. Randall. |
hope you'll like it here.

JACK
Jack. Call nme Jack

MASON
well, 1'l'l be on ny way. Renenber. ..
i f you need anyt hi ng, anyt hi ng at
all, give ne a call.

Mason exits. Through a window, he is seen clinmbing into his
vehi cl e and driving away.

ZONDI
So... what would you |ike-a quick
tour or a long one? |I'd better warn
- the long one will take the best
part of the norning.

JACK
The | ong, please. And give as nuch
info as you can as we go along. |I'm
going to need all the help I can
get till I figure out what's going
on.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. GREENHOUSE, B BLOCK. DAY

Jack and Zondi wal k through a greenhouse filled with |ush,
green plants bearing a heavy crop of tomatoes. Jack pauses
now and then to exam ne a plant nore closely. They reach the
door and exit.

Dl SSOLVE TO
EXT. PATHWAY BETWEEN GREENHOUSES. DAY
Jack and Zondi wal k al ong pat hway.

JACK
That was interesting and, | m ght
say, very inpressive. Just one thing
puzzl es ne.

ZONDI
And what's that?
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JACK
The plants | ook nmuch the sane as
regul ar crops.| expected GM3s to be
different.

ZONDI
Looks don't count.It's the stats
t hat conmes out of the aninml |ab
that matter.

JACK
Expl ai n that.

ZONDI
The food we produce is fed to
rabbits and rats in he | ab next
door. If they thrive, the specinen
is given a green light. If not...

Zondi shrugs.

ZONDI
Well, that's the way a good many of
our plants end up. D sappointing,
but that's the way it is.

JACK
Can we take a look? I1'd like to see
t he | ab.

ZONDI
(hesi tates)
Un.. I'"'mnot sure. Dr. West runs
t he | ab.

JACK
Dr. West?

ZONDI
The big cheese around here. Not a
man you want to cross. |'d keep out
of his way if | were you.

JACK
He surely won't mnd if | take a
| ook? Lead the way. I'll handl e
West if needs be.

DI SSOCLVE TO
I NT. ANI MAL LAB. DAY
Jack and Zondi step into a large roomfilled with cages set

on long trestle tables. Sonme contain rabbits, others rats.
Al'l cages have charts with data attached to doors.



26.

Jack, trailed by Zondi, wal ks down an aisle. He stops now

and then to peer into a cage and read the data on the door.
He is about to turn and exit when sonmething in a nearby cage
catches his eye.

JACK
Hey! Take a | ook at that. A rabbit
with a litter of newborns.

Zondi steps closer and peers in.

ZONDI
(surprised)
They' re dead. Every | ast one.

JACK
Just as well because they're
mal formed. Look - no eyes. No
nose. And the nouth... What on
earth coul d have caused the not her
to produce a litter like that?

ZONDI
(fearfully)
Who knows? But this has nothing to
do with us. Let's get out of here.
Qui ck, before West cones.

JACK
No, hang on... 1'd like to take a
cl oser | ook.

ZONDI
It doesn't pay to stick our noses
into business that has nothing to
do with us. Cone on,let's go. Let's
co)

Zondi turns and runs out the door. Jack stares after him
then follows nore slowy.

DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. SMALL WARD I N CLINIC AT BELLS Bl OLOQd CAL RESEARCH
CENTRE. DAY

Maggi e stands at the bedside of THANDI, a young Bl ack wonman.
NURSE JOHANNA st ands nearby. The patient is pregnant and
obviously in |abour.

MAGGE E
Tell me your nanme then tell ne how
| ong you have been in | abour.
need to know before | exam ne you.

THANDI
My nane is Thandi. It is three days
since the pain started.
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J OHANNA
(horrified)
Three days! Wiy you wait so | ong
before com ng for hel p?

Maggi e catches Johanna's eye and shakes her head in
di sapproval . At that noment, Thandi throws back her head and
noans in pain.

MAGGE E
(to Nurse Johanna)
Stay with her.l'mgoing to call Dr
West. Sonet hing's wong. W need
hel p. If the baby doesn't cone
soon, we may lose it.

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. MAGE E'S DESK IN CLI NI C. DAY.

Maggi e sits at the desk, picks up the phone and dials.It
rings and rings. She is about to put it down when DOCTOR
WEST answer s.

WEST (V. 0.)

(curtly)
Hel | 0?

MAGGE E
This is Maggi e Ferguson. Can you
come to the clinic? As soon as
possi bl e. W have an energency.

VEST (V.0.)
l"'min the mddle of sonething
important. What's the probl en?

MAGGE E
A maternity case. The wonman' s been
in |abour three days. It doesn't
| ook good.

VEST (V.0.)
For Christ's sake! Three days! Wen
was she adm tted?

MAGA E
A short while ago. I've only just
assessed the situation.

VEST (V.0.)
(clicks tongue)
These peopl e! Why do they | eave
things till the last bloody nonent
and then expect a mracle?

MAGA E
The woman needs help. WII you
cone?
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VEST (V. 0Q.)
(irritably)
Al right. All RIGHT! 1'll cone as

soon as | can.

As Maggi e repl aces the receiver, Nurse Johanna can be heard
calling fromdown the passage.

JOHANNA (V. Q)
(loud call)
Nurse! Cone! Come quick. !l think
baby com ng.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. SMALL WARD I N CLI NI C. DAY

Thandi grips the bedrail above her head and, with face
contorted with pain, pushes hard in an effort to give birth
to her baby. Maggie (wearing gloves) stands by ready to
receive the infant.

MAGA E
(encour agi ngl y)
Push, Thandi, conme on,take a deep
breath and PUSH

J OHANNA
It's comng! | can see it com ng!

Thandi takes a deep breath and pushes one nore tine. Then,
qui te suddenly, she lets out a |l oud screamand, falling back
onto her pillow, lies still.

Maggi €' s hands energe fromthe sheet covering Thandi's | egs
and, as she lifts the newborn, a small infant is briefly

gl i npsed. Johanna stares, her eyes widen with terror, then
she shrinks back away fromthe bed.

J CHANNA
(small horrified scream
Eeeee! The curse! A child of the
cur se!

MAGA E

(sharply)
Stop that. Pull yourself together.
There is no such thing as a curse.

Maggi e places the infant in a nearby crib.

J OHANNA
ls... Is it alive?

Maggi e bends over the crib to place a stethoscope on the
infant's chest. She holds it there a nonent or two then
shakes her head.



MAGA E
No heartbeat. Nothing at all.
J OHANNA
Thank God for that!
MAGA E
You're right - | never thought 1'd
say that about a newborn, but it is

a blessing that the poor little
thing didn't live. A baby as
mal formed as that is better off

dead.
As Thandi begins to noan, Maggie waps a towel
small lifeless body, and hands it to Johanna.
MAGA E

Qui ck, take the baby away. Place it
in the crib next door. Hurry,
before the not her cones round.

29.

around the

Johanna takes the bundle and exits the room Thandi stirs

and opens her eyes.

THANDI
My baby... Where is ny baby?

MAGA E
|"mso sorry, but your baby died
before it was born.

THANDI
(tearfully)
| was afraid... Was it a boy or a
girl?

MAGA E
Alittle girl.

THANDI
Can | see her?

Johanna returns and stands quietly to one side.

MAGA E
(hesi tates)
You have a right to see your child
but I nust tell you that she was
not perfectly fornmed. It will be
better for you to renmenber her as
the little girl you wished her to

be.
THANDI
(wai |l s)
No! No, | want to see her. | want

nmy baby. Pl ease...
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J CHANNA
(firmy)
Listen to the nurse, Thandi.
Believe me, it will be better that
way for the baby is a child of the

cur se.
Thandi's eyes fill with terror. She falls back onto her
pill ow and begins wailing, again and again and agai n.

DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. CLI NIl C ENTRANCE. DAY

The clinic door opens and Dr. West cones striding in. He
wal ks up to the nurses station where Maggie is standing. She
| ooks up and frowns.

MAGA E
(col dly)
| phoned an hour ago. What took you
so | ong?
VST

| was held up. One of those things.
So... Wiere's the patient? How s
she doi ng?

MAGGE E
You're too |ate. She's already
del i vered. The baby was still born.

VST
(brusquely)
Well, in that case, | won't waste
any nore of ny tine.

He turns to go. As he reaches the door, Maggie calls out:

MAGA E
Wait! Come back, please.

West turns. He glances at his watch then, w th obvious
rel uctance, retraces his steps.

VEST
Yes? Wiat is it?

MAGGE E
The baby. It's grossly mal forned.
|'"d like you to take a look at it.

VEST
Mal formed? I n what way?
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MAGA E
No eyes. No nose. And where the
nmout h shoul d be, just a gaping
hole. Really awful! |'ve never seen
anything like it.

VEST

Very well. Were is it?
MAGA E

In ward B. This way. Cone, |'l

show you.
Maggi e | eads the way down a passage. West foll ows.
Dl SSOLVE TO
| NT. NURSES STATION I N CLI NI C. DAY

Maggi e sits at her desk. Nurse Johanna wal ks in carrying a
tray of tea.

J OHANNA
Qur patient's asleep and | thought
you mght like a cup of tea.

MAGGE E
Thanks. | sure could do with one.
It's been a bad day.

Johanna sets the tray down and pours out two cups. Hands one
to Maggie. Pulls up a chair and sits.

J OHANNA
What did Dr. West have to say?
About the baby?

MAGA E
Not a lot. He just stared down at
the poor little thing, then shook
his head and wal ked away. | asked
what may have caused such awf ul
mal formation, but all he cane up
with was, maybe a virus or a defect
in the parent's genes.

J OHANNA
Did you ask if he'd seen one like
t hat before?

MAGAE E
| did, and he said, no. It nust be
very rare because |'ve never seen
anything |ike that either. Nowhere
near as bad.

J OHANNA
| have.
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MAGA E
(surprised)
Real | y? Where?

J OHANNA
In ny village. Several wonen have
given birth to babies like that in
the past year. Three that | know
of . Maybe nore because peopl e hide
such things.

MAGG E
(ast oni shed)
Three? Al in your village?

J OHANNA
And nore in villages nearby. My
peopl e believe it's caused by a
curse. | know you don't believe in
curses, but then how do you explain
a thing like that?

MAGA E
| can't. But | can tell you one
thing. It is not caused by a curse.
That's for sure.

Maggi e takes a sip of tea then places the cup on the desk.

MAGAE E
I"'mthinking... I1'd like to do a
bit of research and wonder whet her
you' d consi der hel pi ng.

JOHANNA
I n what way?

MAGA E
l"d like to record the nunber of
mal f or med babi es born in this
area. Dates, places, things |ike
that. If | had an accurate record,
| could send it to soneone who may
be able to find what's causing it.
Do you think you could get that
info for nme?

J OHANNA
(doubt fully)
"1l try. It won't be easy but...
(pause)
kay, I'lIl see what | can do. No
prom ses, mnd you. .

DI SSCLVE TO



| NT. JACK' S BAKKI E. DUSK

33.

Maggi e sits beside Jack as he drives along the road to
Kudufontein, a small town sone thirty kilonetres fromBells

Research Centre.

Fromthe way they are dressed,

it is

apparent that they are on their way to enjoy a night out.

Maggi e stares out at the passing scene - snal

froma sea of green

sunset .

JACK
Way so quiet? Something on your
m nd?

MAGA E
(si ghing)
| had a bad day at the clinic. And,
on top of that, I'mworried about
Dad.
JACK
Ben? Is he ill?
MAGA E
No, but he's off his food. And he's
not sleeping well.. Sonething' s
wong, | can tell.
JACK
What' s buggi ng hi n®?
MAGA E
| don't know and he won't tell. But
it's sonething to do with his work.
JACK
Hmm .. 1'Il have a word with him

Maybe he'll open up to ne.

MAGGE E

You can try, but | doubt it'll do
any good. If he won't tell ne, he
won't tell anyone. Except his old
friend, Arthur Bell.

(beat)
Dad's planning to visit Arthur one
of these days.

JACK
Is he well enough to drive all that
way ?

MAGG E
| think so. He could do with a
break. I"mhoping it'll do him

good.

hills rising

a baobab sil houetted against a vivid



JACK

You want to tell me about your bad

day at the clinic?

MAGGE E
(sighs again)
Later perhaps. Right now, | just
want to unwi nd and rel ax.

| NT. RESTAURANT. NI GHT.

34.

DI SSCLVE TO

Jack and Maggie sit in a cosy restaurant, enjoying their
meal . Jack swallows a |ast mouthful and places knife and

fork on the enpty plate.
JACK

That was great! Best steak |I've had
inalong time. This restaurant may

be of f the beaten track, but they

sure know how to serve a good neal.

MAGA E
I"mglad we cane. It's good to get
out now and agai n.

TURNER, a m ddl e-aged man seated at a nearby tabl e,

and steps toward them

TURNER
Excuse ne. Wuld you mind if |
joined you for a few m nutes?

JACK
(col dly)
" m sorry-

TURNER
(cutting in)
This will only take a few m nutes.
You are Jack Randall,aren't you?

JACK
(ast oni shed)
How do you know ny nane?

TURNER
"1l explain later. First allow ne
i ntroduce nyself. |I'm Stan Turner.

Here's ny card.

He digs in a pocket and hands Jack a business card.

gets up



TURNER
As you see, I'ma Private
| nvesti gator. Sue Evans has engaged
me to investigate her husband' s
death. 1'm hoping you'll be able to
hel p.

Jack hands back the card.

JACK
You've made a mistake. | don't
know anyone by that nanme. Now woul d
you mnd -

TURNER
(cutting in)
Bob Evans is dead. You've taken
his job. If Ms Evans is right, it
may well be in your interest to
assist in ny investigation.

JACK
(puzzl ed)
In ny interest...? Wat the hel
are you tal ki ng about ?

TURNER
' mtal ki ng about nurder.
JACK
(i ncredul ous)
Mur der ?
TURNER

M's Evans believes her husband was
killed to stop himl eaking
informati on that may have been
damagi ng to Bells.

JACK
That's crazy! Do you expect ne to
believe a wld tale Iike that?

MAGAE E
Hol d on, Jack, | know Sue Evans.
She was devast at ed when Bob di ed,
but she's not crazy. | heard her
say she didn't believe he died from
a heart attack. At the tine, | put
t hat down to her enotional state.
Now... now, |'m not SO sure.

JACK
(ast oni shed)
What ? What on earth makes you say
t hat ?

35.



MAGGE E
Because. .. because of what happened
in the clinic today.

JACK
Hold it, honey, | know you had a
bad day, but this may not be the
right place to talk about it.

TURNER
Let the | ady speak. What she has to
say may shed |ight on things.

JACK
(to Maggie)
Ckay, go ahead.

MAGA E
A woman gave birth to a mal forned
baby. A stillborn. Just as well,
because |'ve never seen anything so

awful - no eyes, no nose and just a
gapi ng hol e where the nmouth should
be.

(beat)

That was bad enough, but Johanna -

t he assistant nurse - told ne that
several babies with simlar defects
have been born in her village
recently. That's so far from
normal that | can't hel p wondering.
whether... Well, whether there's
any connection between those poor
babi es and what Bob Evans knew.

JACK
gasps)
Mal f or med babi es! Good God - that's
a coi nci dence!

MAGA E
(puzzl ed)
What do you nmean?

JACK
| saw those sanme nmal formati ons- not
on a baby, but on a litter of
rabbits. Six or seven newborns, al
exactly the sane. No eyes, no nose
and a gaping hole for a nouth.

TURNER
|'"d say that's nore than a
coi ncidence. What 1'd like... what
| hope you'll do... is keep your
eyes and ears open. If you cone

( MORE)

36.
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TURNER (cont' d)
across anything that may shed |ight
on what happened to Evans, let ne
know.
(pause)
And here, take this.

He digs in his pocket and cones out with another card.

JACK
VWat is it?
TURNER
A gate-card. It'll open the gate

into Bells H gh Security zone.
Jack takes the card, turns it over curiously.

JACK
Were' d you get it?

TURNER
M's Evans gave it to ne. She says
she found it in her husband's
j acket. Go on, take it.You never
know, it may cone in handy.

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. JACK' S OFFI CE, B BLOCK. DAY

Jack | ooks up fromhis desk at the sound of a knock on the
door .

JACK
Come in.

The door opens and Conni e wal ks in. She appears nervous and
fl ustered.

CONNI E
(timdly)
Are you very busy? | don't want to
trouble you if you're in the mddle
of sonething inportant.

JACK
There's nothing here that can't
wait. So, come on in. Sit down and
tell me what's worrying you

Conni e takes a seat and cl asps hands in | ap.

CONNI E
(clears throat)
It's Rodney.| woul dn't bother you
but I don't know who else to turn
to.



JACK
(puzzl ed)
Rodney?
CONNI E

My son. He's sixteen and running
wi | d. Ski ppi ng school and racing
about on that bike of his. And...
And getting into all kinds of
mschief. I"'mat my wits end.

JACK
Hey, you're asking the wong guy. |
know zi p about raising kids.

CONNI E
You told me you worked in a sumrer
canp. Taught kids rock clinmbing and
bungee junping - stuff like that. |
t hought... Thought you coul d give
hima bit of a talk. 1'd really

appreci ate that.

JACK
What about the boy's father? Can't
he hel p.

CONNI E
He wal ked out when Rodney was
three. W haven't seen him since.

JACK

| see.

pause)
"Il talk to himbut what the boy
needs is sonething to keep him
busy. And a bit of cash to spend on
himsel f. Do you think it mght help
if | offered hima job?

CONNI E
(surprised)
You nean here on the farnf

JACK
A part-tinme job. W need soneone to
clean cages in the animal lab. It
shoul dn't take nore than an hour a
day. He could work in the norning
before going to school. That's if
he's interested.

CONNI E
Oh, he woul d be! I'm sure he woul d.
He' d be gl ad of the noney, | know
t hat nmuch. Thank you. That'll help

a lot.

38.
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| NT. RUBEN BRANDT' S OFFI CE ON FARM DAY

Brandt sits at his desk. The phone rings. He picks it up on
the third ring.

BRANDT
Yes?

RECEPTI ONI ST (V. Q.)
Morning M. Brandt. Ben Ferguson
is here. He wants to see you. He
says it's urgent.

BRANDT
(irritably)
Tell the old fool I'm busy. |

haven't tinme -

The door opens and Ben Ferguson barges in. Brandt stares and
sl anms down the phone.

BRANDT
What the hell are you doing here? |
told nmy receptionist -

BEN

(cutting in)
| heard what you told her, but you
WLL nmake tinme to see ne because
what | have to say is vital. |'ve
cone to tell you that Pegasus
si x-ni ne-four nust be
t erm nat ed. | MMVEDI ATELY.

BRANDT
(loud w th anger)
Term nat ed? Are you nmad?
Si x-nine-four is the fuel of the
future. It'Il revolutionise
everyt hi ng.

BEN
If it doesn't destroy the world
first. It's lethal. You know that
as well as | do.

BRANDT
Init's present form But that's
easily rectified-

BEN
W can't afford to take that risk
I'"'mtaking a ride to Joburg
tonorrow. When Arthur Bell sees the
data |'ve docunmented, he'll decide
whet her you term nate or not.
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BRANDT
(shouti ng)
Get out! If you don't get out of ny
office this mnute, 1'll cal

security and throw you out.

Ben gets up, walks to the door, then turns to give a parting
shot .

BEN
" mgoing. But give it carefu
t hought. [If you don't do what |
advise voluntarily, Arthur sure as
hell will make you.

Ben opens the door, exits, then slans it closed. Brandt sits
fum ng, drumm ng fingers on the desk. After a second or two,
he picks up the phone and dials. He breathes heavily and
curses under his breath as he waits for an answer.

BRANDT
Answer, danmmt, answer...

KRUGER (V. Q)
Kruger .

BRANDT
This is Brandt. Listen... W got a
probl em Get your arse over here in
doubl e quick tine.

KRUGER (V. Q)
A security problenf

BRANDT
Wiy el se would | call you?

KRUGER (V. Q)
Rel ax, man, relax. No need to be so
uptight. Watever it is, I'll sort
it out.

BRANDT
You' d better. And you'd better do a
good job. Good and pernmanent. No
balls up this tine.

KRUGER (V. Q)
Per manent ? Ha! Ha! No problem Just
|l eave it to ne.
DI SSOCLVE TO
| NT. JACK' S OFFI CE. DAY

Jack is seated at his desk. The phone rings. He picks it up
on the second ring.



JACK
Hel | 0?
MAGG E (V. O
(Tearful)
Jack... Oh Jack...l've got such bad
news.
JACK

(concer ned)
Hey, honey, what's wong? Wy are
you crying?

MAGG E (V.0
It's Dad. He's dead. Ch Jack, ny
father's dead.

JACK
Ben? Ch, ny God! Wat happened?

MAGG E (V.0
| don't know exactly. He was on his
way to Joburg, to see Arthur Bell.
| said goodbye to himthis norning.

And... And a policeman cane a short
while ago to tell nme that there'd
been an accident,and that... That

Dad was dead.

JACK
Accident? Did he say what kind of
acci dent ?

MAGG E (V. O
Sonet hi ng about the car |eaving the
road and plunging down a ravine. |
was too upset to take it in. Al |
could think of was that I won't see
nmy dad agai n. Never, ever. Oh Jack
how wi Il | bear it?

| NT. CHURCH. DAY

Jack and Maggie sit

the alter.

An organ plays soft, sonbre nusic.

41.

DI SSCLVE TO

As the nusic

stops, a mnister walks in and stands facing the

congr egat i

on. He opens a | arge prayer book.

EXT. CHURCH YARD. DAY

Jack stands besi de Maggi e, outside the church

stream by

to of fer condol ences. Mason i s anpbn

DI SSCLVE TO

, as people
g the first.

| ooks pal e and haggard wi th dark shadows under his eyes.

in the front pew of a crowded church. A

coffin, covered with weaths,lies in the centre aisle, near

He
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MASON
|"msorry. So very sorry for your
| oss.

MAGA E
Thank you.

Mason scuttles away as Ruth and Ruben Brandt arrive. Ruth's
hat is askew, her makeup bl otched from crying.

RUTH
You poor darling! Your father was
like an uncle to nme. Uncle Ben.
|'ve known himsince | was this
high. I"'mso sorry. So terribly,
terribly sorry.

BRANDT
May | offer ny deepest synpathy?
Such a tragedy! | want you to know

t hat your father was highly thought
of by everyone at Bells. He will be
sorely m ssed.

MAGA E

Thank you.
BRANDT

If there's anything | can do,

anything at all, let ne know.
MAGA E

Thank you.

(pause)

Actual ly,there is sonething. The
police never did find out the cause
of the crash.l was wondering..

BRANDT
Yes?

MAGA E
| wonder whether Bells security
team m ght investigate a bit
further? 1'd be grateful if you
could arrange that.

BRANDT
(surprised)
What ever for?

MAGG E
Because if | knew what actually
happened,it would set nmy mnd at
rest.
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BRANDT

It would be a conplete waste of
time. So sad, but accidents do
happen. That's sonething we have to
accept. Well, then, we'd better be
novi ng al ong.

(to Ruth)
Conme on, there's our car over
t here.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. BEN S COTTAGE. DAY

Jack and Maggi e open the door to Ben's cottage and step
inside. The lounge is as he left it - bookcase overfl ow ng,
pil es of books and journals dotted about on tables, chairs
and on the floor. A coffee nug sits on a table beside Ben's
favourite chair. Maggi e | ooks around and sighs.

MAGGE E
Getting rid of all this is going to
be so hard. Thank you for
vol unteering to give a hand.|l don't
think I could do it on ny own.

JACK
The sooner we nmke a start, the
sooner it'll be done. Wiere do we
begi n?

MAGA E

The study. Dad's personal stuff.
Let's get that over and done wth.

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. STUDY IN BEN' S COTTAGE. DAY

Jack and Maggie enter the study and | ook around at a small,
but confortably furnished roomw th desk, conputer and walls
lined with shel ves and cupboar ds.

JACK
Okay, big things first. The
conmputer. Where wll that go?

MAGGE E
Charity. But let's take a | ook at
the files first. We mght find
sonet hing personal. 1'd like to
know what was worrying Dad before
he died, if that's possible.

Jack tries to start the conputer but after several attenpts
gi ves up.



JACK
Sonmething's wong. It's dead as a
dodo.

MAGA E
You' re sure?
JACK
Quite sure. |1've checked the
connections. All correct there.
MAGA E
(puzzl ed)

That's strange! Dad woul dn't have
left it like that. He may have been
carel ess about his appearance, but
he was neticul ous about his work.
\Wat ever went w ong happened after
he left for Johannesburg.

JACK
That doesn't nake sense.
MAGA E
No, it doesn't. Unl ess... unl ess

it was trashed.

JACK
Trashed? Are suggesting that
soneone broke in here and
deliberately trashed it?

MAGAH E
Yes, | am How el se do you explain
it?

JACK

Hol d on, Maggie. Don't junp to
conclusions. A lightning strike
could have done it. O a power
surge. O a virus. Any nunber of
t hings can wi pe out a hard drive.

MAGA E
Sure, but that would be one hell of
a coi nci dence.

JACK
What about backups? He woul d surely
have kept backups.

MAGA E
Yeah, but he took themwth him |
remenber seeing his briefcase on
t he seat next to himthe day he

left.
( MORE)
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MAGA E (cont' d)
(t hought ful pause)
But... that's so weird. the police
found Dad's wall et at the scene of
the crash. They handed that over.
But no bri ef case.

JACK
Maybe it was stolen before the
police got there.

MAGA E
Way woul d anyone snatch a briefcase
and | eave a wall et?

JACK
Good question. No one woul d,
unl ess... unless they happened to

know what was inside the case. And
wanted to make sure no one el se got
their hands on it.

MAGA E
Oh, ny God... Do you think... is it
possible ... that soneone forced

Dad of f the road? Soneone who
want ed hi m dead? Soneone who want ed
that briefcase?

JACK
There's no way we'll ever know for
sure, but yes, that's what it |ooks
like.

MAGA E
(hoar se whi sper)
What are we going to do? Go to the
police?

JACK
And tell them what? That Sue Evans
t hi nks her husband was nurdered?
That we think a genetically
nodi fied plant nmay have gotten into
the |l ocal population's food-chain
and caused an unknown nunber of
defective births? That your father
was deliberately forced off the
road? Al that w thout one concrete
fact?

MAGGE E
So what do we do?

JACK
Sit tight. Be patient. Keep eyes
and ears open. And wait.

45.
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MAGG E
VWait ? For what ?

JACK
For something to happen. It's bound
to, sooner or later. All we have to
do is wait.

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. OUTREACH CLI NI C VEH CLE. DAY

Maggi e sits behind the wheel of a utility vehicle that

di splays the | ogo: BELLS MOBI LE QUTREACH CLI NI C. Nurse
Johanna sits beside her. Maggie drives along a dusty road

t hat wi nds through Bushveld country: hills and vall eys, rocky
outcrops and scattered trees. A village conprising a
cluster of huts intermngled with a few larger dwellings is
visible in the distance. As they draw cl oser, Johanna | eans
forward and points.

J OHANNA
That's ny honme - there. The house
with the pink walls and the mango
tree outside.

MAGA E
It | ooks cosy and confortable. How
| ong have you lived there?

J OHANNA
As long as | can renmenber. It is
t he hone of ny nother and father.
One day, when | marry, | will have
a honme of ny own.

Suddenl y, Maggi e gasps and slanms on brakes as a pig,

foll owed by a nunber of piglets,enmerges fromlong grass and
runs across the road. In the sunlight, they have a distinct
green sheen to their coats. She stares after themwth a
puzzl ed frown.

MAGA E
Hey | ook! Green pigs! They nust
have rolled in sonething. Paint
nost |ikely. What a strange sight!

J OHANNA
(1 aughi ng)
That's not paint. They're born that
way .
MAGGE E

But they're green!
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J OHANNA
| know. We were just as surprised
as you when we first saw them but
we're used to them now. Mst folk
have a coupl e running around their
back yard.

MAGGE E
Where did they cone fronf

J OHANNA
FromBells. Dr. West gave our chi ef
a pair a few years back

MAGA E
(surprised)
Dr. West?
J OHANNA

Yes. He and the chief are good
friends. W were |lucky to get those
pigs. And lucky to get seeds too.

MAGGE E
Seeds?

J OHANNA
Yeah. Dr. West hands out a parcel
every year - naize, sorghum
punpki ns, vegetabl es of every ki nd.
Everyone gets a share.

DI SSOLVE TGO
I NT. VI LLAGE HALL WHERE MOBI LE CLINIC | S HELD. DAY

Maggi e and Johanna stand behind a table stacked w th nedi cal
supplies, and gaze out at rows of enpty chairs.

MAGA E
(worriedly)
Where's everyone? The waiting room
is usually full by now Do you
think they' ve forgotten this is
Qutreach clinic day?

JOHANNA
(sl ow y)
| don't think they have forgotten.
MAGA E
Then what's going on? Wiy is no one
her e?
JOHANNA

| don't know. But maybe we shoul d
pack up and go hone. It's no use
wasting time here.
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MAGA E
No! I'mnot packing up till I know
what's goi ng on. Pregnant wonen
need antenatal care and children
may die if they don't get their
i nocul ations on tine.

A large figure darkens the door and Johanna shrinks back in
fright as MR GUVEDE, the village chief wal ks in.

J OHANNA
(hoar se whi sper)
That's the chief! Oh god, he's
com ng here.

MAGA E
Good! He's just the man | want to
see.

M. CGunede strides up to the table. H s expression and
bearing | eave no doubt that he is in a bad nood.

GUVEDE

(1 oud)
Nurse Ferguson? | am G deon CGunede,
the chief of this village, and I am
cone to tell you that this clinic
must cl ose. At once. The peopl e of
this village do not want you or
your nmedi ci nes.

MAGAE E
But -

GUMEDE
Do not argue. It has been deci ded.
Go and do not cone back. You wl|l
not be wel cone.

He swings on his heel and | eaves. Through the open door, he
can be seen clinbing into a large car. The car departs,
sending up a cloud of dust.

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. MAGGE E'S COTTAGE. DAY

Maggie is in the kitchen, setting out breakfast (toast,
orange juice and cereals) when a knock is heard on the front
door. She opens it to see a young LAD standi ng there.

MAGA E
(surprised)
Hel | o! What can | do for you?

LAD
You are Nurse Ferguson?
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MAGAE E
Yes. Yes, | am

LAD
| have brought a letter. It is from
Nur se Johanna. She said | nust give
it to you nyself.

He hands over an envel ope then turns and, w thout waiting,
runs away. Maggi e watches hi m di sappear down the road then,
with a frown of puzzlement, opens the envelope. Inside is a
hand-written note on a single sheet of paper.

She snmooths it and reads: Dear Nurse Ferguson, | amsorry |
cannot work any nore and nust hand in ny resignation. This
is due to ill health. Respectfully, Johanna Mi ze.

Dl SSOLVE TO

| NT. RUBEN BRANDT' S OFFI CE ON FARM DAY

Brandt sits at his desk, scowing. He is obviously in a bad
nood. Mason wal ks in,draggi ng feet and gl anci ng around at

the enpty chairs set up against the wall. He tw sts hands
nervously as he faces Brandt.
MASON

... I'"ve come to ask...would you
mnd, if | excused nyself fromthe
nmeeti ng? My daughter... Elsa..
She's not well. And-

BRANDT
(harshly)
Shut up! You're involved in this as
much as the rest of us, so don't
try and wiggle out. If you know
what's good for you, sit down and
cl ose your nouth.

Mason does as he's told. A nonent |ater, West wal ks in. He
stands facing Brandt, shoulders thrown back, frowning in
annoyance.

VEST
This is really very inconvenient. |
had to drop everything. 1'd
appreciate it if you'd give a bit
nore notice next time you call a
nmeeti ng.

He noves to a chair and sits.
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BRANDT

(apol ogetical ly)
Kruger only phoned | ast night. But
security is inportant and he
woul dn't have called a neeting
wi t hout good reason. So let's sit
tight and hear what he has to say.

(pause)
Ah... There he is now.

The door opens and Kruger appears. He gl ances around then,
taking his tinme, strolls over to |last vacant chair and sits.

BRANDT
Right! We're all here. So go ahead,
Rol f, tell us what this is all
about .

KRUGER
Well, the first thing you need to
know i s that Sue Evans hasn't given
up trying to find out how her
husband di ed. That problem has not
gone away.

West swings around, his brows raised in surprise.

VST
What do you nean? The last tinme we
met, you told us she'd left the
area and gone to live in
Johannesbur g.

KRUGER
She did. But she hired a private
i nvestigator before she left. A guy
by the nane of Turner. And it's
conme to ny notice that he's been
nosi ng about aski ng questi ons.

BRANDT
(short | augh)
He can ask all the questions he
likes but it won't get him
anywhere. The only peopl e who know
what happened to Evans are sitting
in this room right here.

VST
| agree. Turner's in Kudufontein.
There's no way he can get onto this
farmto cone snoopi ng around.



KRUGER
| wouldn't wite Turner off quite
so fast if | was you. He may not be
able to get onto the farm but that
doesn't nean he can't recruit
someone who can. Soneone |ike Jack
Randal | for instance.

BRANDT
What the hell do you nean by that?

KRUGER
What | said. Turner and Randal
were seen having a cosy little chat
in the Marul a Restaurant not so
| ong ago.

BRANDT
You' re sure about that?

KRUGER
You' re dammed right, | am 1 got
that froma reliabl e source.

MASON
Just because they were seen in a
restaurant doesn't nmean they're
wor ki ng toget her. Maybe they're
friends.

KRUGER
(harsh I augh)
And maybe |I'm Mot her Teresa. Wat |
want to know i s how dangerous is
Randal | . \What does he know?

BRANDT
Not hi ng. How coul d he? He wasn't
here when Evans di ed.

KRUGER
What about Maggi e Ferguson?

BRANDT
VWhat about her?

KRUGER

In case you haven't noticed, she
and Randall spend a lot of tine
t oget her.

(pause and sm | e)
Most of it in bed, is nmy guess. The
point is, if Randall is involved in
hel pi ng Turner,you can bet your
| ast cent she is too. That could
mean troubl e.

VST
So what you going to do about it?

51.
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KRUGER
"1l plant a few bugs and keep an
eye on their novenents but it isn't
easy to keep tabs on what they're
up to in a place like this. It
m ght be safer to take them out
now, before any danmage is done.
That's why | called this neeting. |
want to know if |'ve got the go
ahead to do that.

MASON
(weakl y)
You nean... You nean both... Both
of thenf
KRUGER
That's for you to decide. I'll do
what |'mtold.
(pause)

Vell, what's the decision? Do | or
don't | go ahead?

BRANDT
No, we've had enough casualties as
things are. Any nore, and we'l|
have the police knocking on our
door. But keep an eye on those two.
I f you pick up so nmuch as a hint of
trouble, let nme know It will only
t ake one phone call to change ny
m nd

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. JACK' S OFFI CE. DAY

Jack wal ks into his office and finds an envel ope propped up
on his desk. He sits, slits it open and is surprised when a
white, enbossed card falls out. He opens it, reads and then
pi cks up the phone and dials. It is answered on the third
ring.

MAGA E (V. O
Bells Cdinic. Can | help you?

JACK
H Muggie, it's nme. Can you spare a
no?

MAGA E (V. O

Sure. Not a soul here yet.

JACK
| got an invitation to Bells annual
cocktail party. Did you get one
t 00?
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MAGG E (V. O
Yeah. Apparently everyone in this
pl ace gets one. O just about. It
a big event.

'S

JACK
You want to go?

MAGG E (V.0
l"mnot in the nood for a party
but... Well, maybe we ought to go.

JACK
We don't have to if you don't want
to.

MAGG E (V. O
Let's go. It'll give us an
opportunity to mngle with folk we
don't usually get to neet. And you
never know... If we ask the right
peopl e the right questions, we may
di g up sonething interesting.

JACK
Good point. But take care Maggie.
Too many questions could lead to

danger.

MAGG E (V. O
| know. Don't worry. 1'Il be
car ef ul

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. COUNTRY CLUB HALL. NI GHT.

Jack and Maggie walk in the door of the country club to find
the party in full swing. People mll about, |aughing and

tal king, waiters, carrying trays, weave their way through
the cromd and, in the centre of the room a table is |aden
with platters piled high wth food.

RUTH BRANDT, gl ass in hand, comes swooping to neet them She
wears a lot of jewelry and a dress flowing with frills. Her
lipstick is snmudged and her hair, piled on top of her head,
is starting to conme adrift. As she cones closer,it becones
apparent that she is unsteady on her feet.

RUTH
Maggi e! My dear. So nice to see
you. And this young man? No, don't
tell me, let nme guess. You nust be
Jack Randall. 1'mso glad you could
come. | think it's so inportant for
everyone to know everyone in a
smal | place like this. Don't you
agree?
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Rut h pauses, |ooks around, spots a couple com ng through the
door, and waves.

RUTH
(to Maggi e and Jack)
Do excuse ne. There are the
Robi nsons. | just HAVE to say
hel | o.

As Ruth rushes away, a waiter arrives with a tray of drinks.
Jack and Maggi e each hel p thensel ves to a gl ass of w ne.
Maggi e gl ances over Jack's shoul der.

MAGA E
(softly)
Don't | ook around, but | think our
luck is about to change. Dr. West
i s headed this way.

West approaches and, ignoring Jack, addresses Maggi e.

VEST
Vell, well, well, |ook who's here!
Little Nurse Ferguson. | hardly

recogni sed you. The last tine | saw
you, you were in uniform Quite a
transformation. And a very
attractive one too, if | may say
so.

West runs his eyes slowy and deliberately over Maggi e. She
gives hima sweet smle.

MAGGE E
| was hoping we'd neet. There's
sonething |'ve been neaning to ask
you. | was going to phone. Now
won't have to bot her.

VST
What do you want to know?

MAGAE E
| was wondering whether you're
aware of the fact that the | ast
time | tried to run an Qutreach
clinic, I was told by the village
chief that we are not wel cone.

VST
Wiy did he do that?

MAGA E
He didn't give a reason. Just told
me not to go back again. But | know
you and the chief are friends, so
was hoping he may have told you.
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VST

Well, he hasn't, but then I haven't
been to the village for a while.

(pause)
| wouldn't worry about it if | were
you. There's no understanding these
people. They're riddled with
superstition. Let thembe. If they
need nedi cal hel p, they know where

to cone.

MAGA E
l"d still Iike to know why the
clinic was closed. |'d appreciate

it if you d call on the chief and
find out for ne.

VST

Sure. The next tinme | go out that
way, |' Il ask. Whether or not he'l
tell me is another story.

pause)
Well, it's been nice chatting.
Enjoy the rest of the evening. Now,
if you'll excuse me, 1'd better be

novi ng on.
West drifts off into the crowd. Maggie turns to face Jack

MAGA E
Well! What do you nmake of that?

JACK
He's lying. He put on a big act but
beneath that snooth exterior, he
was as edgy as hell. He's hiding
sonething, I'd bet ny last dollar
on that.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. COUNTRY CLUB HALL. NI GHT.

LATER: From across the crowded room Ruth Brandt rai ses a
hand and waves.

RUTH
(loud and shrill)
Maggi e! Hey, Maggie, cone here. And
bring Jack. Cone and join us.

Maggi e and Jack exchange gl ances then make their way to
where Ruth stands waiting, glass in hand. Beside her is
Ruben and LOLA, his attractive secretary.
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RUTH
(to Lola -slightly
sl urred)

| don't think you've net. This is
ny friend, Maggi e Ferguson. We've
known each other since we were so
high.Isn'"t that so, Maggi e? And
this is Jack... Jack Randall

(to Maggi e and Jack)
And this is Lola Swart, ny
husband's... My husband's..

Rut h breaks off and sways as though about to fall, then
regai ns bal ance and conti nues:
RUTH
(slurring)

My husband's secretary.

A wai ter approaches and holds out a tray of drinks. Ruth

pl aces her enpty glass on the tray and reaches for a ful
one. As she does, her foot slips and she stunbles forward,
knocking the tray out of the waiter's hand. It falls to the
ground with a mghty crash. Moving swiftly, Jack catches
Ruth as she falls. He sets her back on her feet wth a
smle.

BRANDT

(angrily)
For God's sake, Ruth, what do you
t hi nk you' re doi ng?

RUTH
| slipped, that's all. Just
sl i pped.
JACK
My foot got in the way. My fault
entirely.

Ruth throws Jack a grateful glance.

RUTH
| " mnot sure...

JACK
So clumsy of me. But no harms
done. Now, how about we go get
oursel ves sonething to eat? The
food | ooks deli ci ous.

Dl SSOLVE TO
| NT. JACK' S OFFI CE. DAY
Jack wal ks into the office and finds Connie sobbing. She

| ooks awful - hair dishevelled, makeup snudged, face
streaked with tears.



JACK
Conni e! Hey, Connie! Wat's w ong?

CONNI E
( sobbi nQ)
It's Rodney... He's gone. GCh Jack,

nmy boy... My boy's gone.

JACK
What do you nean... Gone? \Were did
he go?

CONNI E

| don't know. That's the trouble.
He's just gone. Vani shed.

Jack pulls up a chair and sits down besi de her.

JACK
No one just vanishes. You know
that. Start at the begi nning and
tell me what happened.

CONNI E
"1 try.

Connie sniffs, reaches for a tissue and bl ows her

CONNI E
He... He left for school this
norni ng as usual, but didn't get
t here.

JACK
How do you know?

CONNI E
The headmaster phoned. He asked if
t he boy was sick. Wien | said no,
he junped to the conclusion that he
was playing truant.But he wasn't.
He He's just gone. Di sappear ed.

JACK
How can you be so sure?

CONNI E
Because | went honme and | ooked. He
wasn't there. | |ooked everywhere.
And... And his bike was in the
garage. | know Rodney. He woul dn't

go anywhere w t hout his bike.

JACK
What did you do then?

nose.

S57.
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CONNI E
| phoned the aninmal lab. | didn't
expect himto be there at that tine
of the day but thought 1'd better
check.

JACK
And?

CONNI E
Dr. West answered. He was in a real
bad nobod. He said Rodney didn't
pitch for work this norning. He
went on and on about the cages
being in a disgusting state, and
that when | saw Rodney | was to
tell himnot to go back

JACK
So then?

CONNI E
That's when | phoned the police.

JACK
What did they say?

CONNI E
Sergeant Coetzee cane right away.
He prom sed to open a m ssing
person file, but... But...

Conni e starts sobbi ng agai n.

JACK
But what ?
CONNI E
(tearfully)

He's of the opinion that Rodney's
run away. He said kids do that al
the time. And... And... Oh, Jack,
how are we ever going to find hinf

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. KITCHEN I N MAGG E' S KI TCHEN. DAY

As Maggi e potters about in her kitchen, the phone rings. She
picks it up on the second ring.

MAGA E
Hel | 0?

JOHANNA (V. Q)
That you Maggi e?

MAGA E
Johanna! How good-
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JOHANNA (V. Q)
(cutting in)
Can't talk now. But 1've got
sonething to tell you. Sonething
important. Can we neet?

MAGA E
Sure. \Wen?

JOHANNA (V. Q)
The Cof f ee House i n Kuduf ontein.

"1l be there at nine. Can you nmake
it?

MAGG E
Nine...? Right. I'lIl be there.

The phone goes dead and, with a puzzled frown, Maggie
repl aces the receiver.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. COFFEE HOUSE RESTAURANT. DAY

Maggie sits at a table in a cosy restaurant. Now and then she
takes a sip of coffee fromthe nug in front of her. She
keeps an eye on the door and, w th obvious inpatience,

wat ches as peopl e conme and go. She gl ances at her watch,
notes the tinme is twenty past nine then, with a sigh, gets
up and wal ks out the door.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. COVERED CAR PARK, SHOPPI NG MALL. DAY.

As Maggi e wal ks toward her car, she stops and stares at a
vehicle that seens famliar. She wal ks closer, closer still,
then, with eyes wide in horror, presses a hand to her nouth
and screans.

A glinpse into the open wi ndow of the vehicle reveals an
awf ul , bl ood-splattered scene with Johanna in the driver's
seat, head thrown back, her throat sl ashed.

DI SSOCLVE TO
| NT. POLI CE STATI ON. DAY
Maggi e, pale and visibly upset, sits in police station. A
PCLI CEMAN, seated at a desk opposite, takes notes as he
guestions her.

POLI CEVAN
How wel | did you know the deceased?
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MAGA E
We wor ked together at Bells
Research Centre clinic for alnost a
year.| regarded her as a good
friend.

POLI CEMAN
Do you know why anyone may have
wanted to kill her? A jeal ous
husband, a boyfriend maybe, anyone
at all?

MAGA E
No. | can't think why anyone woul d
want to harm her. Johanna was a
ki nd, caring woman. As far as |
know, she didn't have an eneny in

t he worl d.

POLI CEMAN
| see. Well, if you can think of
anything that may help, let ne
know.

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. MAGG E' S CAR.  DAY.

Maggi e drives hone. The dusty road w nds through a pl easant
vista of grassy plains broken here and there by an outcrop
of rock and scattered acacia trees. In her rear-viewmrror,
Maggi e sees a large, black Merc speeding toward her. As it
draws cl ose, she pulls to one side but, instead of passing,
t he car bunps her from behind then sl ackens speed.

Realizing her life is in danger, Maggie presses down hard on
t he accelerator. Dust billows up behind all but obscuring
the Merc. A second bunp sends her skidding toward the edge
of the road. She regains control and drives on at ful

speed. The Merc follows, drawi ng cl oser and ever closer. It
seens inevitable that it will crash into her once nore, but
at the last nonent, Maggie rounds a bend and there is the
gate leading into Bells Biological Research Centre. As she
swi ngs off the road,toward the gate, the Merc goes racing
past in a cloud of dust.

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. JACK' S OFFI CE. DAY

Jack sits at his desk. Wen the phone rings, he reaches out
and picks it up.

JACK
Hel | 0?
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MAGG E (V. O
(tearfully)
Jack? Pl ease cone. Can you cone
ri ght now?
JACK

(concer ned)
Hey, what's wong? Are you ill?

MAGG E (V. O
Not ill, but |I've had a bad day. A
very bad day. Can you cone?
JACK
Were are you?
MAGG E (V. O
At hone. | took the day off.
JACK
Sit tight. Be there in five

m nut es.
Dl SSOLVE TGO
| NT. LOUNGE I N MAGE E'S COTTAGE. DAY

Jack sits facing Maggie,listening in shock and horror as she
rel ates her story.

MAGGE E
(heaving a big sigh)
So that's it. | think I'"ve told you
everything. O as nuch as | can
remenber.
JACK

Oh ny God! Johanna nurdered and you
al nost run off the road! It's a
mracle you weren't killed.

MAGA E
The question is, what do we do now?

JACK
The way | see it, we have three
options. One - we pack up and get
out of here before sonething worse
happens.

MAGA E
I"mnot leaving till | find out who
killed ny father.

JACK
I"'mwi th you there. Option two - we
go to the police.



62.

MAGA E
W' ve been over that before.
Wt hout evidence, it'd be a waste

of tine.
JACK
Right. That |eaves option three.
MAGA E
Wi ch is?
JACK
Find the evidence, then go to the
pol i ce.
MAGA E

And where will we find that?

JACK
In the Zone. \Whatever triggered al
this is on the other side of that
fence. Not sure what it is, but
it's there, I"msure of that.

MAGA E
And how do you propose to get in?

JACK
Wth Bob Evan's gate card. Turner
gave it to nme, renenber?

MAGA E
It's outdated. Chances are it won't
wor k.

JACK
It's worth a try. It's our only
chance.

MAGA E
kay. So the next question is,
when?

JACK
Toni ght. The sooner the better.
Problemis..

(pause)

The problemis, | don't know what

to look for. What | need is data -
info to point ne in the right

di rection.

MAGA E
And where do you propose to find
t hat ?

JACK

I n Ruben Brandt's conputer.
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MAGGE E
(si ghing)
Well, that puts paid to that.
Brandt keeps his PC in his house.

JACK
| know. But, with a bit of help, I
can get in and copy the files onto
ny flash-drive.

MAGA E
(puzzl ed)
Hel p from who?
JACK
From you. At least, | hope you'l
gi ve a hand.
MAGA E
Me? What can | do?
JACK
Ruth Brandt is your friend, right?
MAGA E
Yes... We've known each other for

ever. But so what?

JACK
Well, pick up the phone and invite
yourself to tea. And while you're
there, take a trip to the bathroom
Don't open a window but lift the
latch off its hook and | eave it
that way. Think you can do that?

MAGA E
| can. But...
(pause and gasp of
horror)
You're not thinking of... Ch, no,

Jack. You're not really thinking of
breaking in. Are you? Are you?

Dl SSOLVE TO
| NT. MAGE E'S CAR. NI GHT.
Jack (in passenger seat) and Maggi e(behind the wheel) are
parked in a dimMy-lit road outside Brandt's house. Both are
wearing dark tracksuits.

MAGA E
(tense and anxi ous)
VWhat's the tine?

Jack | ooks at his watch.
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JACK
Ten-thirty.

MAGG E
See anyt hi ng?

Jack peers out the w ndow.

JACK
No. Everything' s quiet. Not a |ight
to be seen.

MAGGE E
Thi nk they're asl eep?

JACK
More than likely. | think It's safe
enough to nmake a nove.

MAGGE E
(nervously)
Wait! It's too early. Wat if

they're still awake?
JACK
kay, I'Il give it another

quarter-hour. They should be dead
to the world by then.

MAGGE E
Right. The last thing you want is
to go barging in while they're
awake.

JACK
| won't. You can rely on that.

The silence is broken by the sound of an ow hooting. Mggie
t enses.

MAGGE E
(frightened whisper)
What was that?

JACK
Just an ow .

He | ooks at his watch then opens the car door.

MAGA E
(urgent)
Where are you goi ng? You said-
JACK
(cutting in)
Relax. I"mnot aimng to go in just
yet. | want to scout around and get
my bearings. | won't go near the

house till I'msure it's safe.
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MAGGE E
You got the flashlight? And nmenory
stick? Everything you need?

Jack pats his pockets.

JACK
Al set. Keep your eyes on the
gate. Start the engi ne when you see
me comng. | may want to get out of
here in one big hurry.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. GROUNDS SURROUNDI NG BRANDT' S HOUSE. NI GHT.

Jack opens garden gate. Leaves it open. Moonlight reveals a
wi de expanse of |awn bordered by flower beds and shrubbery.
The bi g, double-story house is silhouetted against a starlit
sky. Frogs croak froma nearby pond. Crickets chirp and,
further away,a nightjar calls.

Keeping to the shadows, Jack noves closer to the house. As
he approaches, noonlight glints on glass, lighting up a row
of wi ndows. He pauses a nonent, gazi ng about,then heads for
the third window to the right of the front door

He reaches the wi ndow, tugs on the franme and breaths a sigh
of relief when it opens. He | ooks around once then,
satisfied he has not been seen, clinbs in through the open
wi ndow.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. BRANDT' S HOUSE. NI GHT.

Jack switches on his flashlight and tiptoes out of the
bat hroom into a passage. He passes several closed doors,
stops briefly at the foot of a flight of stairs, noves
qui etly through a dining-room a |ounge, past the kitchen
and on into another passage. A few nore steps take himto
yet another closed door. He opens it and steps into Ruben
Brandt's study.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. BRAND S STUDY. NI GHT.

Jack cl oses the door and | ooks around. A conputer stands on
a large desk. At the touch of the nbuse a screen-saver,

di splaying a series of scantily-dressed wonen, springs to
life, filling the roomwith an eerie green |ight.

Jack digs in his pocket, brings out a flash-drive and
inserts it into a port. He noves the nouse and watches as a
long I'ist of docunments fill the screen. He scrolls up and
down then settles on one | abell ed, Pegasus 694. A few clicks
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of the mouse and the file is copied. Jack pulls out the
flash-drive, drops it into his pocket and turns to go. Then
freezes as a light springs on in the passage. He shrinks
back against the wall as footsteps draw closer and steadily
cl oser.

Trapped and with no way to escape, Jack awaits his fate. The
door opens. And there, franmed against the passage light, is
Ruth Brandt - a tall, thin figure, dressed in an
ankl e-1 ength ni ghtdress, her hair an untidy nop around her
face.

She holds a glass in one hand and, for a nonent, can do no
nore than stare, eyes wde with shock. Her nouth opens as

t hough to scream Then, as recognition dawns, she smles and
hol ds up her glass as though in a toast. Then w thout a
word, turns and wal ks away.

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. MAGE E'S CAR NI GHT.

Breathl ess with haste, Jack opens the car door and slips
into the passenger seat. As he | ands, Maggie puts her foot
down on the accelerator. The car roars into life and speeds
away.

MAGGE E
What took you so long? | was sick
with worry.

JACK
It took tinme to find the file, and
then... And then | ran into a spot
of trouble.

MAGGE E

Tr oubl e? What ki nd of trouble?

JACK
| got caught red-handed.
MAGGE E
Oh, ny God! Were?
JACK
In Brandt's study.
MAGGE E
By Brandt?
JACK
No, Rut h.
MAGGE E

RUTH What was she doing there?



JACK
Getting a drink of water. O
sonet hi ng stronger. She nmust have
seen the |ight and wondered what
was goi ng on.

MAGGE E
VWhat did she do?

JACK
Not hi ng. That's what's so weird.
She just stood there, | ooking at ne
t hen turned and wal ked away.
Total ly crazy.

MAGA E
It's not so crazy. Ruth poured her
heart out to nme this afternoon.
She's sick and tired of Ruben's
affairs and the way he treats her.
She's filing for divorce.

JACK
What's that got to do with what
happened toni ght?

MAGA E
|'"d say it's payback tinme. Ruth
nmust have known you were up to no
good, but if it lands Brandt in
trouble, she won't mnd in the

least. | rather think she'd be
pl eased.
JACK
Well, she sure gave nme a fright, |

can tell you that.

MAGA E
But you got the file? That go okay?

JACK
Got it right here, in ny pocket.

MAGA E
When can we see it?

JACK
As soon as we hit honme. Then we'll
know what we're up against.

67.

DI SSCLVE TO
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| NT. STUDY | N JACK' S COTTAGE. NI GHT.
Jack and Maggi e enter the study and hurry toward a conputer

whi ch stands on a large desk. He pulls up two chairs and
positions themin front of the desk.

JACK
Come sit - here beside ne. That way
we'll both see what cones up

MAGA E

Got the flash drive?

Jack puts a hand into a pocket and brings out the nenory
sti ck.

JACK
Yeah, right here.
MAGA E
Put it in. Hurry Jack. | can't wait

to see what we've got.

Jack inserts the flash drive and | eans forward as the screen
[ights up.

MAGA E
(breathl ess)
Look - A nunber! Six-nine-four. And
synbol s. Pages and pages of
formul ae. Do you have any idea what
t hey mean?

JACK
It would take tinme to figure out
and we haven't got that kind of
time right now Hang on. |'Il
scroll down and see if I can find
sonet hi ng that nmakes sense.

The conputer screen flashes with synbols and figures as Jack
scrolls down. He pauses now and then to | ook nore closely,
then carries on scrolling.

JACK

(gives a | ow whistle)
This is big. Much bigger than
i magi ned. |'ve just skinmed the
surface, but it | ooks like a record
of a new type of bio-fuel
interspersed with informal notes.
Look - here and here, and here.

MAGAE E
It's too technical for nme. Can you
break it down to bits | can
under st and?



JACK
Sure. If I home in on Brandt's
notes, we should be able to figure
it out. Here's a record of the DNA
that went into the first generation
of plants. The seedlings were
assessed for vigour, oil content,
drought resistance, seed production
and every ot her possible
characteristic.

Jack scrolls down further then stops to point.

JACK
And | ook - here's a note
summari zing the results: Pegasus
si x-nine-four. Ratings all well
above aver age.

Maggi e | eans forward to point.

MAGA E
Look - there's another note down
t here.

JACK

And here. The process was repeated
agai n and agai n. New DNA, new
seedlings, new trials, each
generation different fromthe one
bef ore.

MAGA E
Hold it. You're scrolling way too
fast. Wat about that entry there?

The screen steadi es and Jack reads al oud.

JACK
Pegasus si x-nine-four. Fourth
generation. Qutstandi ng speci nen.
Positive characteristics include
abundant spore production and
vigorous growth. Wth a few
adj ustnments this specinmen could
becone the fuel of the future.

MAGA E
The fuel of the future! So that's
what Brandt was aimng at! A fuel
t hat woul d make hi m super rich
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JACK

Yeah, and fanous. But he struck a
probl em Take a | ook here:

(reads al oud)
Spores are airborne, produced in
great abundance and germinate in an
incredi bly short time. Every effort
will be made to elimnate this
characteristic in future
generati ons.

MAGGE E
(puzzl ed)
Way shoul d ai rborne spores and
swift germ nation be a problen? 1'd
have thought the exact opposite.

JACK
It's a GVMO, renenber, as different
fromany plant on earth as a one
evol ved on anot her pl anet. Airborne
spores neans it could becone
i nvasi ve - a super weed, al nost
i npossi ble to eradicate. Activists
have been warni ng about that kind
of disaster for years.

MAGGE E
Hey! What's that down there? At the
bott om of the page?

JACK

(readi ng al oud)
The spores are not only attracted
to nmoisture, but have the ability
to propel thenselves toward the
source. In a controlled experinent,
rats exposed to the spores died
within mnutes. On dissection,
their lungs were found to be coated
with swollen spores. As a
precaution agai nst accidents,
Pegasus six-nine-four will, in
future, be grown in airtight dones.

MAGA E
Acci dent ? What does he nean?

JACK
Don't you see? The plants are
lethal. The rats died within
mnutes. If the spores escaped,
they'd kill every living thing they
canme in contact wth.

MAGGE E
Oh, ny God! Do you think that's
what happened to Bernie Kenp?



JACK
More than likely. Wth so nuch at
stake, Brandt woul d have had the
pl ace torched in an instant.

MAGA E
And Dad? He nust have known about
Pegasus si x-nine-four. Do you think
they killed himto keep him quiet?

JACK
' mal nost sure that's what
happened. And Evans. And Nurse
Johanna.

MAGA E
(hoarse wth horror)
Oh Lord, Jack, what are we going to

do?
JACK
Stop the project before it's too
| at e.
MAGA E
How?
JACK

Get proof and take it to the
authorities. What we need are
phot ographs and ti ssue sanpl es.

Jack pauses to glance at his watch.

JACK
It's going on twelve-thirty. If
go now, | can be in and out of the
Zone wel | before sunup.

MAGA E
"' m com ng too.

JACK
No you're not.

MAGA E
' mnot staying here on ny own.
That's definite. Someone tried to
kill me this nmorning. If they try
again, I'll be a sitting duck.

Jack considers, biting his lip, then gives a small nod.

JACK
You' ve made your point. Okay. But |
want your word that you'll do as

say. Right away. No argui ng. No
backchat .
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MAGA E
kay.

JACK
And keep close at all tines. No
wondering off on your own. Got

t hat ?
MAGG E
Got it.
JACK
We'l|l go as soon as you're ready.

Wear sonet hi ng dark. And running
shoes. Bring a flashlight and spare

batteries. I'lIl bring one too, but
we don't know what we'll run into
and may be glad of the extra |ight.
MAGGE E
WI 1l do.
JACK

"1l meet you at the gate in front
of your cottage.

MAGA E
['l]l be there. Gve ne ten m nutes.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. BEDROOM I N JACK' S COTTAGE. NI GHT.

Jack kicks off his soft-soled sneakers and pulls on a pair
of running shoes. A jacket goes on over his tracksuit. He
searches in a drawer, finds the gate card and slips it into
an inside pocket. He searches about, finds a canera,
flashlight and penknife, and pockets all. Extra batteries go
i nto anot her pocket. Sati sfied he has everything he needs,
Jack turns and | eaves.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. ROAD QUTSI DE JACK' S COTTAGE. NI GHT.

The settlenent is in darkness. A full noon casts a soft
[ight.Jack runs past the clinic and on towards Maggie's
cottage. As he draws near, she steps fromthe shadow of a
| arge tree.Li ke Jack, she is dressed in black. A scarf
covers her hair.

JACK
(softly)
CGot everyt hi ng?Ready to go?

MAGA E
As ready as I'll ever be.
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JACK
Cone on, then, let's go.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. ROAD CUTTI NG THROUGH CENTRE OF SETTLEMENT. NI GHT.

Jack and Maggie run side by side. A full noon gl eans above.
Jack's flashlight throws pools of Iight on the road as they
run. They pass the library, the clubhouse, the adm n.
bui | ding and on past nunerous tunnels. \Wen they reach a

t hi cket of trees, beyond the tunnels, Jack halts.

JACK
You okay? We can slow down a bit if
you |ike.

MAGA E

(breat hi ng hard)

No, no. I'mfine. I'Il let you know
when |'mtired.

JACK

Right, let's nove on. Not far now.

They jog on toward a tall fence just visible glinting in the
noonl i ght. Maggi e points.

MAGA E
Look - the Zone! There, up ahead.

JACK
Yeah, and take a |l ook at the sign
hangi ng fromthe fence. Skull and
crossbhones. Anyone fool enough to
touch that will get nore than a
slight shock

They jog on. The fence grows cl oser. Wen the gatehouse
| oons into view, Maggie slows to a halt.

MAGA E

(panti ng)
Look - the gatehouse. So dark and
creepy. What if we run into a

guar d?

JACK
There are no guards. This place is
so well fortified they don't need

guar ds.
MAGA E

Are you quite, quite sure?
JACK

That's what Mason told ne. There's
no reason he would li e.
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MAGA E
Right then, let's go. Last sprint.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. GATE HOUSE. NI GHT.

Jack and Maggi e reach the gatehouse and stop in front of a
heavy netal door. Jack reaches inside his jacket pocket and
produces the gate card.

JACK
(breat hing heavily)
Well, thisis it. The card wll
ei ther open the gate or it won't.
We'll know in a sec.

MAGA E
(worriedly)
VWhat if it goes in, but doesn't
shoot out the other side?

JACK
That's not going to happen. |If goes
in, it'll shoot out. Here, hold ny

hand. The gate won't stay open

| ong, so keep close. Wen | give
the word, we'll nip through

t oget her. Ckay?

MAGA E
kay.

Jack pushes the card into the slot. There is a whirring,
humm ng sound from deep inside the machine, then a rolling
sound as the gate slides open.

JACK
NOW Cone on, let's go.

Hol di ng hands, Jack and Maggi e | eap through the gate. They
turn and watch as it closes behind themw th an om nous
cl ang.

DI SSOCLVE TO
EXT. GROUNDS OF HI GH SECURI TY ZONE. NI GHT.

MAGGE E
(breathl ess)
Did the card come through?

JACK
Got it! No problem

MAGA E
Thank heavens!
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She gazes about. Moonlight outlines an enornous building -
the research centre - flanked on both sides by row upon row
of greenhouses.

MAGA E
Look at all those greenhouses! A
hundred at least. How will we ever
find the one we want? The one with
Pegasus 694?

Jack points.

JACK
See that one over there? The one
with a high-pitched roof? That's
where they are -in there.

MAGA E
How do you know?

JACK
It's different fromthe rest.
Newer. Cbviously a replacenent for
the one that burnt down.l'mpretty

sure we'll find themin there.
MAGA E
Shal | we go | ook?
JACK
Not yet. We'll |eave the plants
till last. | don't want to carry

danger ous speci nens around any
| onger than | need to.

MAGA E
Right. So what's first?
JACK
The research building. | brought a

few tools. Shouldn't take long to
open one of those w ndows. Foll ow

ne.
(beat)
You ready?

MAGGE E
Yeah.

JACK
Cone on then, let's go.

Jack and Maggi e sprint across the |awn then, crouching |ow,
make their way to a wi ndow on the side of the building. Jack
takes out his knife and slips it into the groove between

wi ndow and frane. He presses down and grunts with
satisfaction when the |atch gives. A tug and the w ndow

sw ngs open. Jack clinbs through then reaches out to give
Maggi e a hand.
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DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. LOBBY | NSI DE RESEARCH CENTRE. NI GHT.

As Maggi e | ands, Jack switches on his flashlight to display a
row of hand basins, |ockers and | ab coats hangi ng from
hangers on the wall.

MAGA E
VWere are we? What is this place?

JACK
A | obby of sone ki nd.

Jack noves his flashlight around the room then steadies it
on a door.

JACK
Look a door! Let's see what's on
t he ot her side.

DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. PASSAGE | N RESEARCH CENTRE. NI GHT.
Jack opens the door. His flashlight reveals a | ong passage

lined wwth closed doors. Jack and Maggi e enter the passage,
flashing |Iight on doors as they wal k.

MAGGE E
Hey! Look at the sign on this door:
"Source Material.l wonder what that
nmeans.

JACK

Let's find out.
He opens the door.
DI SSOLVE TGO
| NT. SOURCE MATERI AL ROOM | NSI DE THE ZONE. NI GHT.

Jack and maggie step into a |arge room and stare about at
tables laden with flasks and jars filled with a variety of
pl ant and ani mal specinens, all neatly |abelled. Beans of

[ ight crisscross as they nove about the room exam ning the
speci mens.

MAGG E
VWhew! That snell! Wiat is it?

JACK
For mal dehyde. And sonet hi ng el se.
Sonet hi ng shar per.

MAGG E
This is amazing! Like a nuseum
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JACK
Yeah, just about any type of DNA a
scientist mght need to produce a
GVO - plant or animal. | could
spend hours here, but we haven't
time. Cone, let's nove on.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. PASSAGE | N RESEARCH CENTRE. NI GHT.

Jack and Maggi e conti nue down the passage, flashing beans of
I ight on doors as they go.

MAGA E
Take a | ook here. This sign says,
"Term nated Projects. Authorized
Personnel Only. What on earth does
t hat nmean?

JACK
wn't take long to find out.

He opens the door.

JACK
Come, let's take a | ook.

DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. TERM NATED PROJECTS ROOM ZONE. NI GHT.
Jack and Maggie step into another |arge room At first
gl ance, it appears nuch the same as the previous one but

cl oser inspection reveals a ghastly display of "Failed
Project" specinens.

Fl ashl i ghts nove here and there, illum nating one horror
after anot her.
~MAGGE E
(gaspi ng) _
Oh, how awful! These specinens are
all ... nonsters. Look - a piglet

with green fur. And a lanb with two
heads and ei ght | egs.

Maggi e noves about shining her |light on one specinen after
anot her .

MAGA E
And these vegetables... a cabbage
covered in slinme. And this... |
think it's supposed to be a tomato
but it's putrid inside.

As Maggie's flashlight lights up a jar containing a blob of
jelly-l1ike substance, she gives a small shriek.



78.

MAGA E
Oh no! Look - a blob of jelly with
a pair of perfectly-forned eyes.

Jack's flashlight joins hers to highlight a m sshapen bl ob
sporting a pair of bright blue eyes.

JACK
There's nore, over here -

MAGA E

(cutting in)
Oh, God, Jack, cone take a | ook
here. A human baby in a jar. It's
mal formed - just like the one |I saw
in the clinic. For heaven's sake,
let's get out of here, before |
t hrow up.

For a brief nonment,a flashlight shows a small human baby
floating in a yellow liquid, then Maggi e and Jack head for
t he door.

DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. BEDROOM | N RUBEN BRANDT' S HOUSE. NI GHT.

Ruben Brandt is woken from a deep sleep by the persistent
ringing of a telephone. At the tenth ring he puts on the
bedsi de light and, with a muttered curse, picks up the
phone.

BRANDT
VWho the hell -

KRUGER (V. Q)
(cutting himoff)
We got trouble. Sonmeone's in the
Zone.

BRANDT
(shouti ng)
WHAT?

KRUGER (V. Q)
You heard ne. Soneone's in the
Zone. Randall and the Ferguson
woman.

BRANDT
You crazy? No one gets through-



KRUGER (V. Q)

(cutting in)
Shut up and listen, will you? They
got through the gate. Don't ask ne
how, but they did. The canera
pi cked them up when they crossed
the lawn. | heard the alarm and
there they were cl ear as anything.
Then | heard anot her buzz. That
means a W ndow opened. They're in
t he research centre right now.

BRANDT
Ch, ny God! What now?

KRUGER (V. Q)
"1l come quick as | can, but
sonmeone your end better get there
and make sure those two don't
skip.If they're in the building,
"1l make sure they disappear for

once and for all. But if they've
gone. . .

BRANDT
Get noving. I'll see to it that

t hey stay put.

Brandt sl anms the phone down then, nuttering to hinself,

picks it up again and begins dialing.

DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. PASSACE | N RESEARCH CENTRE. ZONE. NI GHT.
Jack and Maggie hurry al ong the passage.

JACK
This way. Cone on, tinme's running
out .

A flashlight lights up a sign on a closed door.

MAGGE E
Wait! This door has West's name on
it. Let's peep in. There's bound to
be somet hing worth seeing there.

JACK
kay, but let's nmake it snappy. W
haven't tinme to waste.

The door opens.

DI SSCLVE TO
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I NT. WEST'S LAB | N RESEARCH CENTRE. NI GHT.

As Jack and Maggie step into the room a dozen baboons,
housed in a row of small cages set against the wall, set up
a din, screaming and rattling their cages. Flashlight beans
show t he animal s | eapi ng up and down, displaying razor-sharp
f angs.

MAGA E
Baboons! Ch, the poor things |ocked
up in such small cages. What ki nd of
project can West be working on that
needs so many baboons?

JACK
Who knows? But take a | ook here.
Sonet hing strange is going on
under this done.

He points to a table holding a | arge gl ass done. Beneat h the
done is a baboon, spread out as though for dissection.

MAGA E
(gasps) |
It's alivel! | can see its chest
rise and fall.

JACK
You' re right.It's breathing! Not
consci ous but definitely alive.

Maggi e swi ngs her flashlight around the room revealing nore
tabl es, each supporting a baboon covered by a done.

MAGA E
There's anot her here. And anot her.
This is so weird...

Jack swings his flashlight to the far corner of the room

JACK
Hey! That table ... There, over
t here. That's not a baboon under
that done. It | ooks... oh, ny
God... it looks like a man!

Maggi e runs to get a closer | ook then steadies her
flashlight on the done.

MAGA E
(gasp of horror)
It's not a man... It's... It's a
boy!
JACK

It's Rodney! Connie's son - Rodney
Pi eterson
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MAGA E
Rodney? The boy everyone thought
had run away?

JACK
That's him no doubt at all.

MAGA E
Oh, ny God, what are we going to
do? W can't | eave himhere.

JACK
We'll have to - for the tine being,
at least. We can't carry him
that's for sure.

MAGG E
There's a phone on West's desk. W
could call the police.

JACK
And tell them what? That we j ust
happened to be strolling through
Bel s high security Zone at one in
t he norning and found the boy |ying
under a donme? There's no way they'd
believe us. Even if they did, the
first thing they'd do is phone
Brandt. And by the tine they got
here, there'd be nothing to see.
Rodney woul d be gone. And, nore
than likely, so would we.

MAGGE E
So what do we do?

JACK
"1l take photographs. That's the
ki nd of evidence we need before we
go to the police.

Jack takes out his canmera and begi ns taking photos of Rodney
| yi ng under the done. Suddenly, as though at a signal, every
baboon in the room shrieks and junps up and down with
expressions of fear and rage.

MAGA E
For heaven's sake! What set them
of f?

JACK

They sense sonething! O soneone.
Soneone they hate.

MAGGE E
West! He's here. Sonewhere in the
bui | di ng.
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JACK
He knows we're here! W nust have
triggered an al arm when we cane in.

MAGA E
What now?
JACK
|f he finds us here,there's no way
we'll get out alive.
MAGA E

Run! Let's run.

JACK
Wait! Let the baboons out first.
Hel p me open the cages. Hurry!
Hur ry!

Jack and Maggie rush from cage to cage, opening doors. One
by one, the baboons |eap out and go scanpering out of the
room shrieking as they go.

JACK
That's it! Al gone. Cone, let's
go. Run, run

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. PASSAGE | N RESEARCH CENTRE. NI GHT.

Jack's flashlight Iights the way as he and Maggi e run al ong
t he passage. Up ahead,in the darkness, baboons can be heard
shrieking as they race for freedom

MAGG E
VWhi ch way? Where are we goi ng?

JACK
Fol | ow t he baboons, They're headi ng
for the front door. They sense it's
open. |If we get past West, we may
have a chance.

The pair race on and on, past nunmerous doors and dark
cavities that mark interconnecting passages. A light springs
on and they stop in their tracks at the sight of West
standing in the entrance doorway. He,quite clearly, has a
gun in his hand.

VST
(boom ng | oud voi ce)
It's no use running. Cone on out
you st upi d-
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West breaks off m d-sentence as a baboon gives a wild shriek
and hurls itself at him Wst drops it with a single shot
but, as it falls, a horde of baboons emerge fromthe dark
and attack him West fires again and again, but the weight
of bodi es take himdown. He screans just once. There is an
awf ul gurgling sound then, with nore shrieks, the baboons

| eave and race for the open door. A noment |ater, they

di sappear into the night.

Jack and Maggi e step closer and stare down at the
bl oodst ai ned body. Maggi e shudders at the sight.

MAGA E
Oh God, how awful ' What a way to
di e!

JACK

He had it com ng. Heaven only knows
what he did to them but they hated
him that's for sure.

MAGA E
Let's get out of here. Cone on.
Let's go. Let's go.

JACK
Wait. His gun. It may cone in
useful .

Jack stoops and picks up the handgun.

MAGGE E
Is it | oaded?

Jack exam nes the gun and shakes his head.

JACK
Empty. Pity, but 1'll keep it
anyway.

He slips it into his pocket.

JACK
(urgently)
Cone, cone, let's go. Kruger and the
rest of themw /| be here any
m nute. We'd better be out of the
gat ehouse before they get here.

Jack and Maggi e run out of the open door and race across the
| awn toward the gatehouse.

DI SSCLVE TO
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EXT. GATE HOUSE. NI GHT.

Jack and Maggi e reach the gatehouse and stand breathless in
front of the netal gate

MAGG E
The card! Put it in, Jack. Hurry!
Hurry.

Jack digs in his pocket and pulls out the gate card.

JACK
Shine here. On the slot. Keep it
st eady.

He pushes the card into the slot.

JACK
There! That's it, done.

Beside him Maggie hops fromfoot to foot as she waits for
the gate to open.

MAGGE E
Open... open.. cone on, cone on!

Seconds pass but the gate remains cl osed.
JACK
Sonet hing's wong! West nust have
reset the code.

Through the fence, headlights can be seen approaching.

MAGGE E
Soneone's com ng! Look -
headl i ght s.

JACK

Brandt! That's Brandt's car.

I n moonlight, the vehicle draws close at high speed. Tyres
squeal as it skids to a halt on the other side of the fence.
A figure (Brandt)gets out and slans the door shut. He pulls
a handgun from a pocket and fires a shot. The bull et whistles
over Jack's head.

JACK
(urgently to Maggie)
Run! This way. Follow ne.

Leadi ng the way, Jack races toward the greenhouses. Another
bul | et whistles overhead. Hal fway there, Mggi e stunbles and
falls. Jack stops to give her a hand.

JACK
You hurt?
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MAGA E
(breathl ess)
No. just tripped.

JACK
Conme on. Cone ON. He's coming after
us.

MAGA E
Were... where are we goi ng?

JACK

The greenhouses. W need sonewhere
to hide. Conme on. Cone on

Jack grabs her hand and pulls her as he carries on running.

JACK
Cone on, Faster. Faster!

They reach the greenhouses and keep running till they reach
one with the sign: PEGASUS 694. AUTHORI ZED PERSONNEL ONLY,
pi nned to the door. Jack hol ds the door open.

JACK
This is as far as we go. Qick, go
inside. W'll wait for Brandt here.
MAGA E

You crazy? The plants in there are
lethal. We can't go in there.

JACK
They' re under gl ass. Brandt won't
dare fire a shot in there. He knows
what will happen if a plant gets
out. Cone on in. It's our best
chance.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. GREENHOUSE. NI GHT.

Jack and Maggi e enter the greenhouse and, in soft noonlight,
gaze about at row upon row of glass dones set on |ong
tables. Strange plants with red flowers and | arge, yell ow
pods are visible through the gl ass.

Jack and Maggi e run down an aisle then crouch | ow behind a
table. From outside, footsteps are heard approaching.

MAGG E
(whi speri ng)
He's com ng. He nust have seen us
conme in.
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JACK
(urgent whi sper)
Shhhh.... Stay down. Don't nove,

but run for the door when | give
the word. Don't stop. Don't | ook
back. Get out fast. Cot that?

MAGG E
Ri ght. But -

JACK
Don't argue. Do as | say. Shhh....

The door bursts open as Brandt barges in. He takes a few
steps then stops and | ooks around.

BRANDT
(1 oudly)
It's no use hiding. I know you're
here, you bastards. Conme on out.
Wth hands up. Don't think of
runni ng because |I've got you

covered. And this time, | won't
m ss.
Still crouching | ow, Jack slips a hand in his pocket, takes

out the handgun he picked up near West's body and, with a
qui ck, sure novenment, tosses it over the row of glass dones.
It lands in the next aisle with a loud clatter.

The noi se draws Brandt and, with a harsh | augh, he cones
stanpi ng down the aisle.

BRANDT
Ha, ha! Your time's run out,
Randal I 'l1t's no use hiding. Put up
your hands and cone out.

No one noves. Brandt | ooks around, craning his neck from
side to side but, in the gloom cannot detect where Jack and
Maggi e are hiding. Jack grips his flashlight and tosses it
into the next aisle, a few yards from where they crouch.
Once again, the noise draws Brandt. As he comes striding
down the aisle,Jack stands, lifts a donme and hurls it with
all his mght.

The done his Brandt in the chest. He falls. The done falls
with him It crashes onto the concrete floor spilling glass,
earth and plant debris.

JACK
(yelling to Maggie)
Run, Maggie, run! Don't stop. Go!
Go! Co!

Maggi e runs and exits the door.
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BRANDT
(coughi ng and choki ng)
You stupid bastard! Do you know
what you' ve done? You've broken a
tank and set the spores free. Il
get you for this. I'll get you if
it's the last... the last...

Jack takes one last | ook at Brandt then turns and runs for
the door. He exits and slanms the door shut.

I nsi de the greenhouse, Brand's coughi ng grows worse, becones
a rasping, grunting sound. He gasps, wheezes and gags. He
arches hi s back, ki cking heel s agai nst the floor. The aw ul
sounds go on and on, until he collapses and stops breat hing.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. SPACE OUTSI DE GREENHOUSE. NI GHT.

As Jack steps out of the tunnel, he sees Maggi e standing
very still,arns wapped around her chest, staring at
sonet hi ng beyond his vision. Sensing sonething wong, he
swi ngs around and - sees Kruger! Standing beside himis
Mason. Both nmen hold guns. Kruger's is pointed at Jack,
Mason's at Maggi e.

KRUGER
(loud w th anger)
erfering bastards! Wiat nmade you

| nt
ink you could wal k in here, cause
I
I

n
th
al
Well, 1've got news for you. This
is the end of the road.

(to Mason)
Let's not waste tine. Do what |
told you. Shoot the bitch. Do it!
Do it now.

this shit, then wal k out again?

JACK
(shouti ng)
Don't be a fool, Mason! Do you want
to end up with a noose around your
neck? What do you think w Il happen
when the police find our bodies?
They' Il get you for sure.

MAGAE E
(to Mason)
Li sten to Jack. West and Brandt are
dead, but you don't need to die.
Call the police. Do it Mason. Cal
themnow, while there's still tine.

MASON
(nervously to Kruger)
Maybe. .. Maybe. ..
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KRUGER

(cutting himoff)
It's too late for that. But quit
worrying. There won't be any bodies
TO find. The police will blane
Randal | for Brandt's death. They'l]l
put out a warrant for his arrest.

(harsh I augh)
Too bad they won't find him O
her. But enough tal king. W' ve
wast ed enough tinme already. Do what
| said. Shoot. Shoot now.

MASON
Very well. As you say, Sir. As you
say.

Mason turns, points his gun at Kruger's head and pulls the
trigger. A single shot rings out. Kruger's nouth opens in
shocked surprise. Then blood spurts fromhis head, his knees
buckl e and he drops to the ground w thout a sound.

MAGGE E
(stifling a scream
Oh ny God, he's shot Kruger!

MASON

(cal my)
| should have done that a long tine
ago. It would have saved a | ot of
troubl e.

(to jack)
Here's the gun. Take it. It's no
use to nme now.

Mason drops his gun onto the ground.

MASON
You' d better phone the police. Tel
them | killed Kruger. Tell themI'm
ready to nake a statenent and
answer any questions they may care
to ask. And now, if you don't
mnd, | think I'll go honme. 1'd
like to spend a bit of tine with ny
daughter before the police cone.

Mason turns and wal ks away in the direction of the gate.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. GROUNDS CF H GH SECURI TY ZONE. DAY

The gate leading to the Hi gh Security Zone stands w de open.
A police van drives through and pulls up in front of the
research centre building. As four policenen spill out, Jack
wal ks down the steps to neet them

DI SSCLVE TO



89.
EXT. GROUNDS OF H GH SECURI TY ZONE. DAY

A wai ling siren announces the arrival of an anbul ance. |t
drives through the gate at top speed then halts in front of
t he Research building. Two paranedics get out. As they

unl oad a stretcher, Maggie neets themand | eads theminto

t he bui |l di ng.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. GROUNDS COF H GH SECURI TY ZONE. DAY

A short while later, two paranmedics, carrying a stretcher
re-appear in the research centre doorway. Muggi e wal ks

al ongside. As they energe, we see that the patient on the
stretcher is Rodney Pieterse. The paranedics slide the
stretcher into the rear end of the anbul ance. Maggi e and one
of the paranedics clinb up and seat thensel ves beside the
patient. The driver gets into the cab. A second later, the
anmbul ance drives out of the gate and di sappears down the

r oad.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. GROUNDS CF H GH SECURI TY ZONE. DAY

A vehicle, bearing a Hazmat | ogo, drives through the gate
and pulls up in front of the research centre building. Four
men, wearing overalls, junp out. As they unload equi pnent,
Jack arrives and directs themto a greenhouse which has been
cordoned off fromthe rest with ticker tape. A sign

swi nging fromthe door, displays the words, PEGASUS

694. AUTHORI ZED PERSONNEL ONLY.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. GROUNDS CF H GH SECURI TY ZONE. DAY

The roar of a helicopter is heard. The sound grows | ouder
and | ouder until the chopper drops fromthe sky.Ilt |ands on
the lawn in front of the research centre building. The
rotors slow then stop. As a tall, grey-haired man alights,
Jack wal ks up to neet him They shake hands.

JACK
M. Bell? Arthur Bell? I'm Jack
Randal | . | phoned earlier. |I'm
sorry to be the bearer of such bad

news.

ARTHUR BELL
This is unbelievable! Three nen
dead and a biological hazard in
one of our greenhouses. M God!
What went wrong?
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JACK
| can put your mind at rest about
t he bi o-hazard. The area has been
cordoned off and a Hazmat teamis
there, right now Wen the
decont am nati on process is
conpl ete, everything inside the
greenhouse - and a w de area around
it - will be sterile. Not a single
pl ant or spore will remain.

ARTHUR BELL
(puzzl ed)
| don't understand. What happened
to Brandt? And to West and Kruger?
How di d they die?

JACK
Cone inside. I'Il tell you as nuch
as | know. Then you'd better have a
word with Sergeant Coetzee. He's
been taking statenments so will fill
you in with the details.

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. JACK' S OFFI CE. DAY

Jack is seated at his desk. When the phone rings, he picks
up the receiver

JACK
Randal I .

CONNIE (V. Q)
Jack? This is Connie. I'mat the
hospital, and |I've got such good
news! Rodney woke up. He's stil
woozy and his head aches i ke
crazy, but the doctor says he'll be
okay. Isn't that wonderful ?

JACK
That's great. Did the doctor say
what was wong with hin®

CONNIE (V. Q)
| don't think he knows for sure. He
ran all kind of tests but, as far
as | know, nothing positive cane

up.
JACK

How nmuch does Rodney renenber? |'m

wonderi ng whether he'll be able to

tell us what happened - how he cane
to land up in the Zone.
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CONNIE (V. Q)
| asked himthat, but all he can
remenber is getting ready for
school one m nute, and waking up in
hospital the next. But it doesn't
matter. It doesn't matter at al
because ny boy's going to be fine,
just fine.

DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. BEDROOM I N JACK' S COTTAGE. DAWN

Jack wakes and reaches out drowsily for Maggi e then cones
fully awake when he finds no one there. Cups rattle fromthe
kitchen and, a nonent |ater, Maggie walks in carrying two
mugs of coffee. She hands one to Jack, then sits on the side
of bed, holding hers.

JACK
Thanks. Why up so early?

MAGGE E
| woke ages ago and couldn't go
back to sleep. Too nuch on ny
m nd, | guess.

JACK
Way didn't you wake ne?

MAGA E
You were dead to the world and |
t hought you could do with a few
nore hours. But I'mglad you're
awake now because we need to talKk.
| need to know where we go from

her e.
JACK
That's on ny mnd too. |'ve been
giving it a lot of thought.
MAGGE E
And?
JACK

Arthur Bell offered ne a job. He
wants ny answer today.

MAGGE E
On! What kind of job?



JACK
Manager of this setup. Brandt's
j ob, only bigger, because the whole
farm needs restructuring. Arthur's

ina hurry to fill the post. If |
don't take it, he'll advertise the
post tonorrow.
MAGG E
(pause)

WIl you take it?

JACK
| ve been wei ghing up the pros and
cons.

MAGA E
And?

JACK
The salary's attractive. Very nuch
so. So are the perks. 1'd be nore
than confortable. And, in spite of
everything that's happened, |'m not

ready to join the G eenies canp.
CGenetic nodification has caused bad
things - we've witnessed that - but
we can't blane it all on GVO I
firmy believe that, wth the right
checks and bal ances, GVOs wil |
benefit the worl d.

MAGA E

(si ghing)
So you're taking the job?

JACK
| didn't say that. | said I've been
giving it a lot of thought.

MAGAE E
And?

JACK

|'ve been trying to make up ny mnd
whet her | want to spend the rest of
ny life working with plants and
animals that are different fromthe
kind I grewup wth. And... well,
|"ve conme to the conclusion that
that's not what | want to do.

MAGA E
So, what do you want to do?
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JACK

VWat | want... what 1'd like to do
is wrk the old farm Bl oukrantz
has been lying idle for years,
rundown | ong before ny father died.
The | ands are choked w th weeds,
the barn falling apart and the
house little nore than a shell. 1'd
have to raise a |loan. A big one.
|'d be up to ny neck in debt for a
long, long tinme. It won't be easy,
but that's what | want to do.

(pause)
It means |'d have to start from
scratch. But it's a good farm and

it'"d be a good life. And ... and
|* mwondering... how would you |ike
to conme along and give ne a hand?
MAGG E
(happi | 'y)

VWhen do we start?

FADE OUT
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