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FADE | N
I NT. RAINY EVENI NG ASHVI EW THE WATCH APARTMENT BUI LDI NG

ARl A KEYS: 28, Masters student, smart, warm defiant, song
witer, book |over and works part-tine at the |ocal
library.

Aria quietly makes her way across the | obby of the apartnent
buil ding towards the elevator. She is holding her cell phone
in her hand and is carrying a green backpack. There are few
to no people in the area. She presses the elevator button
and waits for it to open. She offers a brave smle to the
desk manager at the reception. The el evator door opens,it is
enpty. She enters and presses the nunber 5 on the intercom
As the doors begins to close, Aria begins to tear up.

FADE QUT
FADE | N
| NT. RAINY EVENI NG ASHVI EW THE WATCH APARTMENT BUI LDI NG

NCAH RI VERS: 28, bartender,struggling artist; nusician,
charismatic, easy-going, guarded.

Noah quietly nmakes his way across the enpty | obby towards
the el evator. He presses the elevator button and waits for
it to open up. The el evator door opens, the desk manager

wal ks out. They exchange subtle hellos. Noah enters and
presses the nunber 5 on the intercom As the doors begins to
cl ose, Aiden's eyes start to well up.

The song 28 by Ruth B and Dean Lewis plays in the
backgr ound.

FADE OUT
CUT TO

I NT. EVENING ARl A'S APARTMENT (5A). THE WATCH APARTMENT
BUI LDI NG

Aria is sitting on the sofa in her disney princess paj anas,
with a bow of popcorn in her hand. She stares at the
cel |l phone on the coffee table. She appears distracted. The
tv sitcomGrlfriends plays in the background. Aria resists
the urge to pick up her cell phone. She puts her bow of
popcorn to the side, picks up her cell phone and proceeds to
unlock it (1111). She scrolls down her contact |list and
stops at the nanme Noah.

ARl A
(munbl es)
Don't call himDon't call him
Don't call him..Call nme, please..

Aria goes onto her WatsApp chats. She scrolls past the
series of unread chats and clicks on her |ast chat to Noah
dated yesterday. She checks to see if her last voice note to
hi mwas played.lt was not. Her |ast text was not read



2.

ei ther. She proceeds to send another text nmessage. She types
"I mss-", then deletes the text. Thereafter, she types
"H ", however, she cannot press send. |In exasperation, she

t hrows her phone away.

CROSSFADE:

I NT. EVENI NG NOAH S APARTMENT (5F). THE WATCH APARTMENT
BUI LDI NG

Noah steps out of the shower in his bedroom towels dries
his hair and falls onto his bed. He appears distract ed.
Fol | owi ng a huge sigh, Noah searches for his phone. It is on
hi s bedsi de table. Noah unl ocks the phone (1111) and scrolls
t hrough his chats on WatsApp. He stops at his | ast unread
chat fromAria (yesterday). He is alnost afraid to open it.
However, he does. It reads: | hope we can be friends. Before
that, there is a nine mnute voice note. Noah, exits the
chat .

BACK TQO

I NT. EVENING ARl A'S APARTMENT (5A). THE WATCH APARTMENT
BUI LDI NG

Aria, is lying on her bed. She is on her phone again,
staring at her last chat with Noah. She notices he is
onl i ne.

ARl A

) (gasps)
He is online..

Aria sits up straight. She waits, wondering if he is playing
her voice note, wondering who he is talking to if not her.
Suddenl y, Noah goes offline. She checks again to see her
nine mnute voice note to Noah was played. It stil has not
been pl ayed. D sappointed, Aria sighs, resides to bed and
pl ays the voice note to her self.

ARI'A V. O

Hey, Noah. | wonder if you're
al ready taking a cab to work. |
have really wanted to talk to you
the | ast couple of days. | have
tried calling. Several tines.
Soneti mes your cell phone doesn't
ring. | wonder if it's off or maybe
you have bl ocked ny calls, or maybe
sonmet hing's wong with your
phone... or you don't want to pick
up. But when you do pick up
sonehow t he reception is always bad
and we can never finish a
conversation.W're in the same
bui |l ding Noah. But | hardly ever
see you. It's ridicuous. | am aware
( MORE)



ARI' A V. O (cont'd)
that you are under a | ot of
pressure fromwork, school, your
famly and maybe even nore so
yoursel f. And how i s school going?
Are you goi ng back?..Anyway, |
understand all that pressure.
However, | noticed that you often
di sappear when it gets
overwhel m ng. "To qui eten your
m nd", you say. | understand.
However, | feel you are pushing ne
away when you do that. Because |
won't hear fromyou for days,
sonetimes even weeks. | don't |ike
that. | don't like not beng able to
reach you. | don't Iike not know ng
if you' re okay..| have never |iked
that...

(sigh)
And it happens a lot. You are
overwhel ned a lot. You are
overwhl el mred a | ot Noah. You are
not the only one. I amtoo. There
is so nmuch happening in ny life
too. And | don't know if...Il feel
like I am sl ow danci ng roomtoo...
amtired Noah. | amtired of all of
this.l don't even understand what
all of this is. Qur dynamc feels
unneccesarily conplicated. W're
in the sane building. But John the
desk manager sees you nore than
do. | hardly ever see you. CQur
conversations are getting fewer. |
know you have been taking up extra
shifts at the bar. Terry told ne
that. She definitely sees you nore
t han ne.
(sigh)

| understand that you have many
responsibiities. Responsibllities
you don't feel confortable sharing
what the are yet. Maybe we are from
different worlds like you so often

rem nd ne. However, | don't think
you and | are that different. You
keep saying, "I don't understand,
that you don't deserve ne." Maybe
you are right. | can't understand
sonet hing that you won't explain.
And, you don't deserve ne. | don't
deserve you. | deserve soneone who
respects ne, | deserve soneone who

iswlling to give me a chance. Not

someone who runs because life

starts to feel too hard. Life is

al ways going to be hard, Noah, so |
( MORE)



ARI'A V. O (cont'd)
guess you beetter pack several
runni ng shoes if that is how you're
going to be. I do deserve better
Noah because | ambetter. | guess |
j ust hoped that you would realise
t hat you are deserving of better
too. | guess | was wong for hoping
that.l need to stop guessing. You
and | both know | amterrible at
that. | care about you Noah. |
really do. There was a tinme you
were the best thing that had
happened to nme. However, | can't do
this anynore...whatever this is. |
want better for us.|l want better

for me. | want better for you too.
Renmenber that song | sent you. The
one by Janine."l know we said this

won't be the way we stay forever. |
want you in my life, that won't
change if we're not together. Even
if you're not the one | see down
the aisle, you're the best thing,
you are the best thng that has
happened to nme in anwhile.” This is
goodbye Noah.

Followi ng the end of that voice note, Aria presses 'delete
chat'. She closes her eyes and resists the urge to cry.

I NT. EVENI NG NOAH S APARTMENT (5F). THE WATCH APARTMENT
BUI DI NG

Noah has reached the end of that voice note too. He | ooks up
at the ceiling of roof heartbroken. After a nonent, he
presses 'delete chat' and attenpts to sl eep.

1 YEAR
LATER

EXT. AFTERNOON. PERRYVI EW PARK LI BRARY

Noah is sitting on a bench in the garden area of the park.
Qpposite himis a library building. H's eyes are focused on
the door. Waiting. Then it happens. Aria, wal king out of the
doors of the library. Taken a back by her beauty, Noah is
unable to nove. Aria, preoccupied with the pile of books in
her hands does not see him She trips and her books topple
over.

ARl A
Good gri ef!

Aria bends down to pick up her books.

NOAH
Wud you |ike some help with these?
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Aria stops. She recogni ses that voice. She slowy lifts her
head.

NOAH
Hi .

Aria takes a second to catch her breath. Noah offers the
remai ni ng books. Aria, feigns a smle and takes the books
fromhim It hurts to see Noah. It hurts to speak.

ARl A
(beat)
Hi .
Si | ence.
NCAH
How have you been?
Si | ence.

NOAH

(feeling awkwar d)
| have been waiiting for you. Not
in a stal kerish way or
anything..just that Terry said |
woul d find you here. So | cane. |
wanted to go in. But I saw you and
then I couldn't. So | thought I'd
wait until you cone out. Gve
nyself time to think this through
figure out what I amgoing to say.

Silence. Aria attenpts to say sonething but words fail her.

NOAH
Uhnm ..l saw Terry at Jades a nonth
ago. | amnot sure if she told you
this. I asked about you. She
ment oned you still hel ped out at
the old library...l don't know what
| thought woul d happen, but, | woke
up today and thought I'd cone find
you here. | should have
called...But, I wanted to see you.

Si | ence.

NOAH
Say sonet hing. Anything. Pl ease.

ARI A
| don't know what to say.

CUT TO BLACK
FADE | N



EXT. AFTERNOON. PERRYVI EW PARK LI BRARY

Aria stands in front of Noah, struggling to process an
anbush of enotions. Suddenly, she dashes off to her car.
Noah follows after her

NOAH
Arial Arial

Openi ng the back door or her Ford, Aria, quickly shoves her
books on the passenger seat.

NOAH
Aria, | amsorry.

Aria stops a nonent. It takes everything out of her to | ook
at Noah. Her eyes are filled with tears.

ARI A
You do not need to apol ogi se for
not being into me Noah. You left.
Message received, |oud and clear.

NOAH
That is not true.

ARl A
VWhat part?

NOAH
Al of it.

ARl A

You didn't disappear?

NOAH
Aria, you called it off with me.

ARl A
Cal | ed what off Noah? Qur
"conplicated, confusing"” novella of
a romantic friendship
rel ati onshi p???

NOAH
Yes. ..

ARI A
Yes, | didn't what that anynore. W
were terrible at that. But | still
wanted us to be friends. | hoped
that we would still be friends. To
whi ch you said nothing. You sinply
di sappeared. | am about to take
not e.

Aria proceeds to step into her car but Noah quickly
interjects.



NOAH
| amsorry Aria. | really don't
know what else to say. | didn't
know what to say then. But | would
I i ke another chance. | would |ike
to say nore now.
ARI A
Unfortunaley, | was nore interested
then, than I am now.
NOAH
(beat)
| never stopped thinking about you
Ari a-
ARI A
(scoffs)

Don't do that.

NOAH
| know you don't believe nme, but I
need you to hear ne out.

ARI A
And | need you to | eave ne al one,
Noah. | don't care to hear you out,
not anynore.
(beat)

And | stopped thinking about you.l
got tired. | got tired of trying to
catch up with you. | got tired of
trying to understand you. | got
tired of watching you run when

t hings got hard. | got tired of
fighting for soneone who did not
care to fight for ne back.l got
tired of running after someone who
was al ways ready to wal k away. So,
you can think about me all you want
Noah Rivers, but | am done thinking
about you and I don't want to start
agai n. Your actions always prooved
how little you cared about ne.

Aria steps back into her FORD and drives off, |eaving behind
a crestfallen Noah.

NOAH
That's not true Aria. | cared about
you. | never stopped caring about

you.
FADE OUT
CUT TGO



I NT. EVENING ARl A'S APARTMENT (5A). THE WATCH APARTMENT
BUI LDI NG

Aria wal ks into her apartnent feeling sonbre. She |ays al
her books on the table and uses her landline to make a call.

TERRY (ON THE PHONE)
Hel | o.

Terry Geen: late 20s. Aria's best friend. She is a
nurturing, kindered spirt and a hopel ess romantic. She is
interning as a paralegal at the top firmin the Gty.

ARl A
Wiy didn't you tell nme he was back
inthe city?

TERRY (ON THE PHONE)
Who is back in the city?

ARl A
He showed up at the library Terry.

TERRY (ON THE PHONE)
VWho?

ARl A
Noah, Terry! Noah.

TERRY (ON THE PHONE)
Oh. That's bold of him

ARI A
Terry!

TERRY (ON THE PHONE)
VWhat ?

ARl A
Wiy didn't you tell nme Noah was
back in Perryview?

TERRY (ON THE PHONE)
Because, he never left.

ARI A
(stunned)
What ?

TERRY (ON THE PHONE)
He noved out of your apartnent
buil ding but he didn't |eave
Perryview, Aria. Noah has been here
the whole tine. I have bunped into
hima fewtines at Jade's. It is a
new cof f ehouse/ bar downt own and his
band has a gig there every nonth.



Aria is in shock

ARl A
How | ong have you been keeping this
fromnme Terry?

TERRY (ON THE PHONE)
Maybe 6 nonths. ..

ARI A
(pause)
Way didn't you say anything?

TERRY (ON THE PHONE)
Because. ..you were happy again. And
you just started seing Luke, and
you stopped tal ki ng about Noah, and
you were happy again.

(pause)

The first time we nmet at Jades', it
was a little ankward. W didn't
speak. He avoided nme |ike the
pl ague. | figured that was for the
best because | was a little bit
drunk and I would have given hima
mout hfull. 1 was al so on the worst
date of ny life. No, second worst
date of ny life, no one can out do
Barney the Cable Guy. And yeah,
just forgot.

ARI A
But you renmenbered to informne
about that date. Every intricate
deetail .

TERRY (ON THE PHONE)
Well...yeah.It had been 6 nonths
since you | ast saw Noah and you
wer e doi ng nmuch better. You just
started dating Luke. And Luke's
great. | didn't want you to go back
to obsessi ng over Noah. You were
finally letting himgo, you were
dating again, you just seened a | ot
happi er .

Ariais feels conflicted.

ARI A
Noah said you told himl still
worked at the library.

TERRY (ON THE PHONE)
Yeah, | told himthat |ast nonth
when he had the balls to talk to
me. | also told himyou noved on
and you were seeing Luke.
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Si | ence.

TERRY (ON THE PHONE)
You still there?

ARI A
Yeah. .. Luke and | broke up
yest er day.

CUT TO

I NT. EVENI NG NOAH S APARTMENT. AMBER CREST FLATS. FLAT
NUMBER 11.

Noah wal ks into his dingy |it apartnent, throws his car keys
on the kitchen counter and coll apses on the couch. He takes
a nonent to absorb the silence. Then, his phone rings. The
caller 1D states "PHANTOVSHADE".

NOAH
Yes?

PHANT OVSHADE
How d your reunion go?

NOAH
It didn't.

PHANT OVSHADE

(nmocki ng)

Shocker.

NOAH
Well, it wouldn't have had to be
this way if sonmeone didn't get
dunped.

PHANT OVSHADE
What can | say? | got tired of
babysi tti ng.

NOAH

And here | thought she was al so
allergic to your personality.

PHANT OVSHADE
Smart ass. We're neeting at HQ in
20 m nut es.

NOAH
' moff today.

PHANT OVEHADE
Aren't we all.

Phant onshade hangs up. Noah sighs and then proceeds to | eave
hi s apartnent.
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