Murders in New York

Connie and Lee Armstrong thought their lives were normal but when their friends start to turn up dead, they begin to think otherwise. Is there some maniac on the loose or is there something else behind it?
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1. INT FISHER HOUSE. LIVING ROOM. NIGHT.

JAKE FISHER is sat on the couch watching TV, when SAMANTHA FISHER walks in with some crisps and a drink. She sits on the couch next to him and reaches over for the remote control. Jake stops her.

JAKE is about 16; he is young looking but very athletic. SAMANTHA is about 18; she is very Gothic looking.

JAKE

I’m watching the game, Sam.

SAM
Yeah, and there’s a program I want to watch on Living.

JAKE
Aww, come on Sam, let me just finish watching the game.

SAM
How longs left?

JAKE
Like 10 minutes and that’s it. Can you cope with missing 10 minutes of your program?

SAM
I suppose I can.

The telephone rings

SAM (standing up)

I suppose I’ll get it.

SAM walks over to the telephone as all of the power goes out

SAM
Jake, what are you doing?

JAKE

I was about to ask you the same thing.

SAM

I guess we’ve just had a power cut then.

JAKE (sarcastically)

You don’t say!

One of the doors bangs

SAM

Jake, where are you?

JAKE

Still sat on the couch. Where are you?

SAM

Still by the phone. Did you hear that noise?

JAKE

Yeah, I was hoping it was you. I think you should go and check what it was.

SAM

You’re a bloke, you should go and check. Or are you chicken?

JAKE

I’m not chicken, are you?

SAM

No, of course not. So, are you going to check what it was?

JAKE

Are you going to check?

SAM

We should both go and check.

JAKE

So you are chicken then.

SAM

No, but safety in numbers.

JAKE

There’s only two of us, Sam. Is it really that safe?

SAM

C’mon, Jake, get off that lazy butt of yours.

JAKE gets up and walks over to SAM. He holds out his hands and touches SAM.

SAM

Get off me!

JAKE

Sorry, I couldn't see where you were. Have you got your lighter?

SAM

Yeah, why?

JAKE

We could use it as some light.

SAM gets her lighter out of her pocket and turns it on. They walk towards the kitchen. SAM is in front. She feels somebody put a hand on her shoulder.

SAM

Jake, I said get off me.

JAKE

I’m not touching you.

SAM

Yes you are, I can feel your hand on my shoulder.

SAM turns around and sees the MURDERER stood behind her. She screams.

JAKE (looking at the MURDERER)

Who are you?

The MURDERER looks at JAKE and laughs

JAKE

Who are you, man?

SAM

Jake, get out of here. You need to get out and call for help.

The MURDERER grabs JAKE’S arm and shakes his head. JAKE struggles and gets out of his grasp. The MURDERER laughs again and then turns to SAM. He blows out the light.

SAM

Oh my God! Help me!

MURDERER

He’s not going to help you now, Samantha. Nobody is.

The MURDERER gets out a knife and holds it above SAM’S head.

SAM

Jake! Have you gone yet?

JAKE

I can’t. The doors locked and I can’t find the keys! It’s too dark, I need a light.

MURDERER

You’re not going anywhere, Jake.

SAM

Jake! Help me!

The MURDERER turns SAM around so she has her back to him and stabs her in her back. He pushes her to the floor and walks over to JAKE. JAKE backs against the door.

JAKE

Sam! Sam! If you can here me, please get up. Sam, go for the back door.

MURDERER

She’s dead, Jake. Your sister’s dead. I wish you weren’t here, that way I wouldn’t have to kill you too, but you’ve just seen what I did.

JAKE

I didn’t see anything, man! Hey, it’s too dark in here to see anything.

MURDERER

I’m sorry, Jake.

The MURDERER stabs JAKE in the stomach and watches JAKE’S body fall to the floor. He laughs as he takes a set of keys out of his pocket and kicks JAKE’S body out of the way of the door and unlocks it.

MURDERER (opening door)

I told you that you wouldn’t be going anywhere.

OPENING CREDITS.

‘Murders in New York’ shows white on a black screen, along with any director’s, producers names etc. The black screen starts to become transparent and we see EXT FISHER HOUSE. DAY. There are police vans outside and a lot of commotion going on. This is all seen from a birds eye view. We then pan a small area of New York, mainly the Statue of Liberty to show that it is in New York, and then finish at EXT HIGH SCHOOL. DAY.

2. EXT HIGH SCHOOL. DAY.

There are lots of STUDENTS walking in the school. There are two POLICEMEN stood outside the school, making sure the STUDENTS walk in.

The camera pans into the school and past a series of lockers, some have STUDENTS crying or talking in groups. We stop –

INT. HIGH SCHOOL. EXT GYM. DAY.

CONNIE ARMSTRONG and TARA ARMSTRONG are walking towards the Sports Hall. Neither of them know anything about the murders of JAKE and SAM.

CONNIE is about 17-18; she is TARA and LEE’S step-sister and is very beautiful. She is blonde, very popular and has an athletic build.

TARA is about the same age; she is LEE’S twin sister. She is brunette and good looking, but is quite skinny.

CONNIE

So, like, do you know what any of this is about?

TARA

I haven’t heard anything from anybody. There’s a few people that seem really upset though. God knows why, but something drastic must have happened for Shenken to call this assembly.

CONNIE

Definitely. I’m not complaining though, it means I don’t have to sit through any boring Chemistry lessons.

TARA

I thought you enjoyed Chemistry.

CONNIE

Hey, the only chemistry I like is the stuff between me and Nick!

They both giggle as they bump into ASHLEIGH THOMPSON and KIRA WHITE.

ASHLEIGH is about 17-18 and is CONNIE’S best friend. She is also blonde, like CONNIE, although it is not natural. She is pretty curvy.

KIRA is about 16-17 and is TARA’S best friend. She has dark brown, nearly black, curly hair. She is quite geeky looking, but is pretty underneath her glasses.

CONNIE

So, what’s happened? What’s this all about?

ASHLEIGH

You haven’t heard! Oh my God, Kira, they haven’t heard.

CONNIE

Haven’t heard what, Ashleigh?

ASHLEIGH

There were two murders last night?

TARA

What! Who?

KIRA

Jake Fisher and his sister.

TARA

Jake! How? What happened?

KIRA

Nobody knows really yet, all that I’ve heard is that they were found dead at home last night.

CONNIE

How do you know, Kira?

KIRA

Well, my mom had the news on this morning and its all over, but also gossip around the corridors.

CONNIE

You’re never one for listening to gossip.

ASHLEIGH

Well, I heard it and told her about it. Are we going in before we’re late?

TARA

Yeah, c’mon, I want to hear this from the police.

They all enter the GYM.

CUT TO –

INT SPORTS HALL.

All the STUDENTS in the school are sat in the SPORTS HALL and all the TEACHERS are facing them. PRINCIPAL SHENKEN is stood at the front, with POLICEMEN #1 and #2 stood next to him.

PRINCIPAL SHENKEN is late-40s to early 50s and looks like the school has taken its toll on him.

The two POLICEMEN are dressed in the normal uniforms.

SHENKEN

It is a terrible thing that has happened to Samantha and Jake Fisher, and hopefully we will catch this criminal some time soon. Now, I will hand over to the two Police Officers in charge with the case, and if anybody needs anything – counseling, confession – then they can come and see me, and I’m sure that I can find somebody suitable.

POLICEMAN #1

We would like to interview students from the college, that were either close to the victims or whom we think are possible suspects. Please do not worry about why we ask you to come in, and please answer all of our questions as truthfully as you can.

POLICEMAN #2

These interviews will be conducted in Principal Shenken’s officer, and during school time for convenience.

POLICEMAN #1

Also, if any of you know anything about the murders last night, please feel free to call in and let either of us know.

POLICEMAN #2

We are trying everything to find who this person is, since we don’t know whether this was just a one off or if there are going to be more. Don’t be afraid of walking around yet, but we do suggest – for your own safety – that if you are going the streets at dark that you are in at least twos. This is just a caution. Thank you.

CUT TO –

EXT HIGH SCHOOL. PICNIC TABLE ON SCHOOL GROUNDS. DAY

CONNIE, TARA, ASHLEIGH, and KIRA are all sat outside. It is a sunny day and they are eating their lunch outside.

ASHLEIGH

Hey, Connie, have you seen Nick at all today?

CONNIE

No, I haven’t. Why?

ASHLEIGH

Well, it’s just that he wasn’t in Spanish and I didn’t know whether you knew where he was.

CONNIE

No. (joking) It was probably him that’s done it and is hiding away.

TARA (laughing slightly)

You shouldn’t really joke about that, you know. I mean, what if he was the murderer. What would you do?

CONNIE

Die of embarrassment.  I can’t see why he would do something like that though, I mean this guy killed Jake and he was one of the best basketball players, why would Nick kill Jake?

KIRA

Jealousy?

CONNIE

Nick’s the captain on the team, there is no way that he would kill another player out of jealousy, there’s nothing to be jealous of.

TARA

I was only joking, Connie. I didn’t mean to set your mind on overdrive.

ASHLEIGH

Well, Tara, you want to be a CSI, how about you figure this case out?

TARA

I wasn’t at the murderer scene, so I don’t know of any evidence.

ASHLEIGH

But, like, couldn’t you, like, figure it out just from what the police have told us?

KIRA

They’ve hardly told us anything Ashleigh. What could she really do from us being told that Jake and Sam are dead?

ASHLEIGH

Well, I suppose nothing.

KIRA

You are blonde, honey.

ASHELIGH

I’m not, it’s so last season. I’m dying my hair brown soon.

LEE ARMSTRONG, NICK PARKER, CHRIS POWERS and BRIAN LITTLE walk over. CHRIS isn’t happy.

LEE is about 17-18. He has dark hair and has an athletic build. He is very good looking and extremely popular, especially with the girls. We see this whenever he walks past a female student. NICK is 17-18 and has blonde hair. He is tall, well-built and ‘cute’. CHRIS is about 16-17 and is a bit of a joker since he’s not very good-looking.

BRIAN is about 17-18 and is TARA’S boyfriend. He is quite geeky but also quite athletic.

CONNIE (to NICK)

Hey, honey, so you are here today.

NICK

Yeah, course I am. What made you think I wasn’t?

ASHLEIGH

You weren’t in Spanish.

NICK

Yeah, I had to see the cops.

CONNIE

Why?

NICK

They wanted to interview me. Sorry we were all late, we were waiting for Chris.

KIRA (to CHRIS)

You don’t look happy.

CHRIS

But do I look like a murderer?

TARA (laughing)

You look like a murderer? You’re joking right?

CHRIS

No! The police just spent about 10 minutes grilling me, because they thought I was the one who killed Jake! I can’t believe them.

LEE

Chris, they spent the same time grilling me. I wouldn’t worry about it. They just want to be thorough, that’s all. They want to crack this before there’s another victim.

BRIAN

Yeah, man! They did the same with me. They started to make me think I could have done it by the end of it.

NICK

I wish I had done it.

ASHLEIGH

What!

NICK

Well, I wish I’d killed Samantha. I always hated her.

LEE

The only reason you hate her is because of what she did to you at your old school in LA.

NICK

No, I just hate her. I hated her before that incident.

CONNIE

Don’t think about her, babe, please. You really don’t wish you did it, you’re just thinking on another level now.

CHRIS

Well, still. I’m no murderer. I may not be an angel, but I’m definitely not a murderer. What’s got to me is that there’s nobody to vouch for where I was last night, whereas you three have somebody.

KIRA

Really?

NICK

Well, I’ve got Connie.

BRIAN

And me and Lee have got Tara.

LEE

I wouldn’t worry about it, Chris. Hey, to take the heat off you tonight, why don’t you come to ours. That is of course if you didn’t do it.

CHRIS

I didn’t do it man!

LEE

Chris, I’m having a laugh dude. You wanna come over then?

CHRIS

Yeah, that’d be great man.

NICK (looks at his watch)

Damn, I have to see Coach Greenwood.

CONNIE

How come?

NICK

Well Jake was on the starting team and we need to see who’s gonna start in Thursday’s game. He saw me earlier and said to see him at lunch. I’ll see you later darling.

CONNIE

Yeah, I’ll see you in the parking lot at three.

NICK kisses CONNIE’S cheek and exits.

LEE

He seemed to be in a bit of a rush.

ASHLEIGH

He had an explanation, Lee. What do you think he’s gonna do, find someone to murder?

CHRIS

Anyway, I’m going off to think. I need to think if somebody saw where I was last night, otherwise the cops are going to be on my case all day and I really don’t need them. See you all in a bit.

CHRIS exits.

ASLEIGH

The whole cops thing’s really got to him, hasn’t it.

BRIAN

Yep, and to be honest it would really get to me too.

CUT TO –

INT HIGH SCHOOL. INT PRINCIPAL SHENKEN’S OFFICE. DAY.

SHENKEN is sat in his office with RACHEL and the two POLICEMEN.

POLICEMAN #1 (to RACHEL)

Do you think you can call for Connie Armstrong please? I have it down that she knew Jake.

SHENKEN

Certainly. (over speakers) Connie Armstrong, please could you come to my office immediately? (to POLICE) Do you have any idea who it is?

POLICEMAN #2

Well, at the moment Harry Field and Chris Powers are our two main suspects. Neither of them have anybody who can help their alibi.

SHENKEN

Chris Powers? Why would he kill somebody on his basketball team? You can’t say there was any jealousy. Chris was one of the starting players and wasn’t threatened by Jake. Yes, Jake had a lot of potential but Chris is leaving us this year, there was nothing that Jake was going to take away from him.

POLICEMAN #1

We don’t have a motive yet, but I’m sure we’ll figure one out.

CONNIE enters

POLICEMAN #2

Ah, Miss Armstrong. Please take a seat.

CONNIE (sitting down)

Thanks.

POLICEMAN #2

Miss Armstrong, how are you feeling today?

CONNIE

Well, I was fine this morning, I’m just still a little shocked. I didn’t think anybody here would do such a thing. Do you really think it’s a student here?

POLICEMAN #2

We’re not sure yet. We’re just asking questions first of all, just to see if we find a suspect here.

CONNIE

Have you got any suspects yet?

POLICEMAN #2

We’re not at liberty to discuss that, but we would like to ask you a few questions if you wouldn’t mind.

CONNIE

Certainly, officers.

POLICEMAN #1

Where were you last night?

CONNIE

I was with Nick Parker at his house.

POLICEMAN #1

What time was this?

CONNIE

Well I got there at about eight, it was just before the start of the football game last night, and then I stayed there.

POLICEMAN #1

Was it just the two of you?

CONNIE

Yes. Why? Is he in trouble?

SHENKEN

Don’t worry, Connie. He’s not in any trouble at all, he was in questioning earlier on and you’ve just told the police the exact same story as him.

POLICEMAN #2

Mr. Shenken, please…(to CONNIE) Have you spoken to Mr. Parker today?

CONNIE

Not very much. I saw him at lunch for about 10 minutes, but that’s been it.

POLICEMAN #2

What was your conversation about?

CONNIE

Just about last night, about what’s happened to Jake. All of my friends were with me, one of the guys was a little bit upset because he thought you were constantly accusing him of the murder. We spent most of the time trying to calm him down about it. Also, Nick is the captain of the basketball team, so he had to go off to see Coach Greenwood for their game Thursday.

POLICEMAN #2

So nothing was mentioned about his interview?

CONNIE

Just the odd questions that you asked him. He’s not worried about it, Sir, he knows that he didn’t do it and I know that he didn’t do it.

POLICEMAN #1

How do you know he didn’t do it? What makes you so sure?

CONNIE

Well, didn’t this apparently happen during the football game?

SHENKEN

That’s right Connie, it did.

CONNIE

Well, we watched the whole game. There was no way that Nick would miss a game!

POLICEMAN #2

Well, if you watched the whole game can you tell us the final score?

CONNIE

Erm, yeah. It was…(thinking) You know something? I can’t remember.

POLICEMAN #1

Really. I guess you were concentrating so much on your boyfriend.

CONNIE (nervously laughing)

Yeah, I guess!

POLICEMAN #1

Well you seem to know a bit about Jake. How well did you know Samantha?

CONNIE

Not very well. We hardly ever spoke. We were both in different groups, and she was always really vindictive towards us. I guess it was the group she hung around in.

POLICEMAN #2

In what ways was she vindictive?

CONNIE

Well, just the way she acted towards us. She would try to sabotage all of our practices and…

POLICEMAN #2

Who’s our and what practices?

CONNIE

The cheerleading squad. Tara Armstrong, Ashleigh Thompson, Amber James…

POLICEMAN #1

The whole of the cheerleading squad I guess?

CONNIE

Yeah, that’s right.

POLICEMAN #

Was there anything else about her?

CONNIE

Not that I can think of off the top of my head. Like I said I didn’t really know her, she was in a different social group than me.

POLICEMAN #1

Is there anything that you could possibly know about last night? Anybody who you think could have done it?

CONNIE

No! I can’t believe it happened! I don’t understand why anybody would kill Jake. He was so popular and such a good basketball player. Why would anybody want to get rid of a star player?

SHENKEN
Possibly jealousy?

CONNIE

Who would be jealous of Jake? And if so, why did they kill Samantha as well?

POLICEMAN #2

We think maybe there was a chance that they killed Jake out of jealousy and because Samantha had seen what had happened he had to kill her too. It’s very difficult to think of a motive without a suspect, which is why we are questioning so many people, find out as much as possible.

CONNIE

So all you have a theories. How can you find who did it, if all you’re thinking of theories?

POLICEMAN #1

It’s not just theories, Miss Armstrong. I think that’s all the questions we have for you, but if you have any for us…

CONNIE (standing)

I have none. I would just like to get out of here.

POLICEMAN #2

Well, if we find that we have anymore then we will call for you.

CONNIE

Thank you.

CONNIE exits

SHENKEN

You don’t think that she’s covering up for somebody do you?

POLICEMAN #1

We’re not sure, and we’re not going to rule anything out. She does know something though, I could tell, I’m just not too sure what it is yet.

SHENKEN

Miss Armstrong isn’t a student that can keep a secret. I’ve seen her around the school. If she knows something about somebody then the whole cheerleading and football team, and God knows who else, will know by the end of the day.

POLICEMAN #2

There is something about her though. Why would she get so worked up about it and why would she want to get out of here so quickly?

SHENKEN

Because she doesn’t understand what is going on at the moment. She’s been through a lot in her life. She only moved here a couple of years ago with her father after her brother was killed in a car accident. I’m not saying that it is an excuse for what she has done, but I am saying that she had trouble dealing with bad news.

CUT TO –

INT HIGH SCHOOL. CORRIDOR. DAY

CONNIE is walking back to her lesson when she bumps into LEE.

CONNIE

Lee! What are you doing here?

LEE

Erm, walking through the corridors of my school. Are you okay?

CONNIE

I’m fine.

LEE

Just spoken to the police?

CONNIE

Yeah. I think they think it’s Nick. They were asking where he was last night and asking if he had a motive to do it.

LEE

But Nick was with you last night. He’s has an alibi.

CONNIE

I know, but I don’t think they believed me. They asked if I was really with him. I think they think I was in on it too. Lee, I’m scared. I didn’t do it and I know that Nick didn’t do it. We were with each other last night, I spent the whole night at his house.

LEE

I know you did. Didn’t you tell them that?

CONNIE (beginning to cry)

Yes. I told them that, and that Nick wouldn’t have had a motive to kill anybody. But they still won’t believe me.

LEE (hugging her)

Don’t cry, Connie. Don’t worry about it, there’s no point. If you know the truth then don’t give into them. They want somebody to crack and admit to everything, even if it isn’t the right person. They don’t care as long as they book somebody who is willing to admit to the crime.

CONNIE

But, Lee, do you have any idea what it’s like to sit in there and listen to them while they’re accusing my boyfriend?

LEE

I know what it’s like to sit in there while they accuse you, Connie. I think that that is slightly worse. Connie, you need to forget about them, just do something to take your mind off it. Now, it’s the end of school so go and find Nick and if you’re still worried you can talk to him. I’m sure that he won’t mind settling your head straight.

CONNIE

Okay, but if the police ask you about anything, will you please let them know that me and Nick were together last night, at his house and not out on a killing spree!

LEE

You know I will. I’ll see you at home later on, Connie.

CONNIE

Thanks Lee. Bye.

CONNIE exits

LEE (looking at her watch)

Damn, I’d better get to the car!

CUT TO –

INT HIGH SCHOOL. EXT CLASSROOM. DAY

CONNIE is stood outside the classroom, waiting for NICK. She looks through the door and waves to NICK. NICK waves back. Thy STUDENTS in the classroom all begin to stand up and walk out. 

BRIAN walks past CONNIE.

BRIAN

You can’t stay away from him for one minute, can you?

CONNIE

Obviously not, Brian. Is he nearly ready?

BRIAN

Yeah, finally. Hey, you don’t mind if he gives me a lift home do you?

CONNIE (laughing)

Why would I?

BRIAN

Well, I didn’t know if you wanted him to yourself.

CONNIE

Hey, I’ve got all night with him, so I don’t mind as long as you don’t take too long to get stuff from your locker.

BRIAN

No. I’m just going now.

BRIAN exits as NICK enters

NICK

Hey gorgeous.

CONNIE

Hey you.

NICK

Are you alright? You look like you’ve been crying.

CONNIE

No, I mean yeah I’m fine. I just need to talk to you.

NICK

Why? What’s happened?

CONNIE

I’ve just spoken to the police.

NICK

What have they said? They don’t think that you…

CONNIE

I think they think that it’s you. I’m not entirely sure, but they asked me so many questions about you and us.

NICK

Honey, don’t worry about it. You told them that we were together didn’t you?

CONNIE

Yes, of course I did. But I don’t think they believe me.

NICK

Don’t worry, darling. We’ll soon prove them wrong. They’ll find out who it is and then they’ll have to apologize. Where’s Brian anyway? He’s getting a lift home.

CONNIE

Yeah, he’s said. He’s just gone to get his stuff from his locker and said he’d be back here.

NICK

Cool. So, is it just the police that have got to you, or are you upset about something else?

CONNIE

No, it’s just the police. They were really harsh. I think even Shenken thinks that you’ve done it. I couldn’t remember the score from the game so they don’t believe me that we were watching it.

NICK

Don’t they realize that I wouldn’t miss a game? Doesn’t Shenken realize that I wouldn’t miss a game? Connie, please don’t worry about it honey. Just calm down and let them accuse me. I didn’t do anything babe and you know that. Maybe if they accuse me then I’ll get put in jail and there will be another murder. Then they have to believe me.

CONNIE

No, you’re going to be at mine tonight, so there’s not only me that can vouch for where you are, but there’ll be Lee, Brian, Tara and Chris. You can’t be accused of anything then, can you?

NICK

No, I suppose not.

CONNIE

Lee said that all they want is somebody to own up to the murders.

NICK

They probably do, but don’t worry that pretty little head of yours. Everything will be fine.

3. INT CONNIE’S HOUSE. LIVINGROOM. NIGHT.

CONNIE, NICK, CHRIS and BRIAN are all sat on the sofa. There is the television on but it looks to be on the adverts.

CHRIS

So the police won’t even believe either of you that you were with each other?

CONNIE

I don’t know what the police believe or not.

BRIAN

Who cares what the police think?

NICK

That is such a con!

CONNIE

What is honey?

NICK

That advert.

CHRIS

I think the police have messed his head up slightly, if he’s watching the adverts.

BRIAN

Hey, Nick, earth to Nick!

NICK

What? I’m listening, I’m just watching the TV at the same time.

TARA enters with a tray of drinks

TARA

What’s wrong with you four?

CHRIS

Nick’s talking to the adverts.

TARA

Nick always talks to the adverts.

CONNIE

No he doesn’t!

TARA

Oh, he so does. Whenever he’s waiting for you he talks to the adverts

NICK

No I don’t!

TARA

Sorry, Nick, but you really do.

CHRIS

I’ll let you two battle this out, I’ll be right back.

CHRIS exits. 

NICK

Hey, where did Lee go?

CONNIE

To take Kira home.

Telephone rings.

CONNIE

I’ll get it. (answers the phone) Hello?

MURDERER

Hello Connie, how are you?

CONNIE

Em…who is this?

MURDERER

Never mind who I am. How are you? How are you feeling right now? Tired, happy, SCARED?

CONNIE

Em…

MURDERER

Oh, don’t worry darling. It’s not you I’m after, just your sister. Or should I say step-sister.

CONNIE

You what?

They hear a bang up stairs

CHRIS (o.s)

What you doing, man?

CONNIE

Chris!

MURDERER

Excuse me a minute, Connie.

The telephone cuts out

CONNIE

The murderer’s in the house!

NICK

What do you mean?

CONNIE

The murderer is in the house!

CHRIS screams from upstairs and there is laughter

TARA

Chris!

BRIAN

I’ll go up and check

BRIAN starts to run up the stairs but CONNIE stops him

CONNIE

No, the murderer’s up there. He’s already killed Chris, you’re going to get killed too if you go up there!

BRIAN

I’ll be fine. The murderer won’t be able to get to me.

TARA

Brian, please don’t go up there.

BRIAN

I have to check on Chris. I might be able to help him.

The MURDERER appears on the stairs

MURDERER

No you won’t.

CONNIE

Oh my God!

MURDERER

No, I’m completely the opposite actually.

NICK

What do you want?

The MURDERER looks at TARA and points at her

TARA

What do you want with me?

MURDERER

You to be dead.

TARA

What!

BRIAN

Leave her alone. (to TARA) Get out of here honey.

MURDERER

I’ll just kill anybody that gets in my way.

BRIAN

You can kill me, but you’re not getting to her. Tara get out of here.

NICK

Connie get her out of here.

CONNIE

But you.

NICK

Don’t worry about either of us, we’ll get out.

CONNIE

C’mon sis. We need to get out of here.

TARA

I’m not leaving Brian here.

CONNIE

Tara, you should be worrying about yourself.

BRIAN

Don’t worry about me, babe. I can hold this guy back long enough for you to get out.

CONNIE

C’mon Tara.

CONNIE and TARA exit

MURDERER

Brian, I said I’d kill anybody who got in my way.

BRIAN

I know you did, but I’ll stop you.

MURDERER

No you won’t.

The MURDERER walks towards BRIAN and grabs his arm

MURDERER (to NICK)

Are you going to watch your buddy die?

NICK

Let him go. I thought you said it wasn’t him you wanted, it was Tara.

MURDERER

But he got in my way.

The MURDERER stabs BRIAN in his back and laughs. He drops him to the floor and then steps towards NICK. NICK steps back, with his eyes dodging between the MURDERER and BRIAN.

NICK

Who are you, man?

MURDERER

Like I’m going to tell you, Nick.

The MURDERER holds up the knife but TARA runs back in.

TARA

Nick!

The MURDERER and NICK both look at TARA.

TARA

Leave him alone. It’s me you want.

Looks at BRAIN

TARA

Oh God! Brian!

MURDERER

He got in my way you bitch and now you’re going to die.

NICK

No she’s not.

The MURDERER leans forward but NICK grabs his arm and throws him to the ground. NICK runs to TARA

NICK

Where’s Connie? I thought she was getting you away from here?

TARA

She’s outside. We saw that the murderer didn’t come out so we came back for you both.

NICK

Come on, we’ve got to go.

NICK and TARA exit. The MURDERER stands up and looks at the door

MURDERER

Damn!

4. INT HIGH SCHOOL. INT SHENKEN’S OFFICE. DAY.

TARA is sat with SHENKEN, they are waiting for the POLICE.

TARA

He’s dead and it’s all my fault.

SHENKEN

No it’s not, Tara. It couldn’t be helped.

TARA

He was trying to save me, and he just wound up and got killed. I’ll never forgive myself for it.

SHENKEN

I’m sure he’d have wanted it this way rather than you being killed.

TARA

Why me, though? Why did the murderer single me out and want to kill me? He didn’t want any of the others. Didn’t want Brian, but killed him because he stood in the way. He stood there until me and Connie got out of the house. If I hadn’t have gone back Nick would have been dead as well.

SHENKEN

Maybe not. Nick might have been able to get out of the house.

TARA

The murderer was so close to killing him.

SHENKEN

Did you get any injuries from it? Sorry, I’m starting to sound like the police.

TARA

They asked me all that last night. As soon as we all got out we went to the police station. Funny thing is, they couldn’t find Brian’s body. They think the murderer has moved his body, but nobody knows yet. They can’t find his body, why has the murderer taken his body? What would he want it for?

SHENKEN

It could be a way of torturing you. If this guy wanted to kill you but couldn’t get to you maybe he’s trying to get you to kill yourself out of grief.

TARA

I wouldn’t do that though. No matter how down I feel, if I killed myself Brian would have died in vain. I can’t do that to him. He tried to hard to save me, I’m not going to throw this away.

SHENKEN

I never thought about it like that, you know.

POLCEMEN #1 and #2 enter

POLICEMAN #1

We’d just like a quick word with you, Tara, if you don’t mind. Mr. Shenken, please could you give us a minute.

SHENKEN

Certainly.

CUT TO –

INT HIGH SCHOOL. EXT SHENKEN’S OFFICE. DAY.

CONNIE, ASHLEIGH, KIRA and LEE are all stood by the office door waiting for TARA. 

SHENKEN exits the office.

CONNIE

Sir, do you know how long Tara will be?

LEE

Is see going to be alright?

SHENKEN

The police just want to talk to her.

LEE

But they spent all night talking to her.

SHENKEN

They must think she’ll be able to tell them more today. I’m sure they won’t take long.

SHENKEN exits

KIRA

So what exactly happened last night?

CONNIE

The guy got in from upstairs and killed Chris while he was up there and then came down for us. I don’t know after that, me and Tara ran out and I stayed there until Nick got out.

ASHLEIGH

What about Tara?

CONNIE

She ran back in for some reason. I think to see where he guys were. She saw Brian on the floor, dead.

LEE

And then you left her.

CONNIE

I didn’t leave her. I went to the police station with her and Nick, waiting for my dad.

LEE

And then you left her.

CONNIE

No…Look Lee, I know you’re pissed because I stayed at Nick’s afterwards but none of us could get into the house and I’d rather stay with Nick then stay at your Aunt’s.

ASHLEIGH

But you left Tara on her own.

CONNIE

By that time Lee was back from dropping Kira off.

KIRA

That took you a while to get back from mine.

LEE

Well I had to stop for gas and then I drove to my house, where there were loads of police officers and realized that something had happened so had to ring everyone to find out where we were staying.

NICK enters

NICK

Hey, how’s Tara?

LEE

She’ll be alright.

NICK

Where were you last night?

LEE

I’ve just explained all of that, Nick.

KIRA

Couldn’t find where everybody was staying. Hey what happened to Brian’s body? I heard it was missing by the time the police got there.

CONNIE

I don’t know. I wasn’t around to find out what the police said about it.

LEE

You shouldn’t have left her on her own.

CONNIE

She wanted to be on her own, Tara. You saw the state she was in! I’d have wanted the exact same thing, to be honest Lee.

LEE (to ASHLEIGH)

I thought you were going around last night.

ASHLEIGH

I was going to, but I had to do loads of homework that I’d forgotten about.

KIRA

You and homework? They don’t go together in a sentence.

ASHLEIGH

Yes they do!

NICK (to CONNIE)

Do you want to come and get something to eat, or are you going to wait for Tara?

CONNIE

Can you let her know that I’ll see her in a bit?

ASHLEIGH

Course I can.

LEE

You’re just going to abandon your sister?

CONNIE

Step-sister, and yes.

LEE

No wonder the police think that you two are doing this?

CONNIE

Get a life, Lee.

CONNIE and NICK exit

ASHLEIGH

The police think they did it?

LEE

That’s what they thought yesterday anyway. They didn’t believe that Nick and Connie were at Nick’s.

KIRA

The problem is, they were there last night, facing the murderer.

LEE

Were they? Or is there somebody else helping out and they’re trying to make it look like they’re innocent.

KIRA

I’m sure they’re not doing that.

LEE

What makes you so sure?

ASHLEIGH

Why would Nick want to kill his best friend?

KIRA

Yeah, Lee, there’s no sense in it. There must be somebody else behind it. Look, you’re worried about your sister at the moment, but they’re probably still shaken from last night.

ASHLEIGH

You need to give them a break. If you think all of this then you're going to point your finger at everything that goes wrong and that is so last season.

LEE

Ashleigh you think everything is so last season.

CUT TO –

INT HIGH SCHOOL. INT MEN’S TOILETS. DAY.

SHENKEN is washing his hands as the MURDERER opens one of the cubical doors.

SHENKEN (sees through mirror)

You! Who are you? Why are you tormenting my school?

MURDERER

It’s not your school, Shenken.

SHENKEN

That’s Mr. Shenken to you, young man.

MURDERER

Who says that I’m a man? Is it because I’m a murderer – oh wait, now I’m a serial killer.

SHENKEN

What do you want?

MURDERER

I’m just going to kill you, if that’s okay with you?

SHENKEN stares at the MURDERER as the MURDERER walks towards him.

MURDERER

Silence. It’s a gorgeous sound, isn’t it? But not as nice as the sound of somebody dying.

The MURDERER slashes SHENKEN’S throat.

CUT TO –

INT HIGH SCHOOL. CORRIDOR. DAY

NICK and CONNIE are by NICK’S locker.

NICK

Are you alright darling?

CONNIE doesn’t answer.

NICK

Earth to Connie.

CONNIE

Oh, what? Sorry, world of my own.

NICK

Are you okay? You seem a little off it today?

CONNIE

Well after last night are you surprised?

NICK

You shouldn’t think about it, Connie. Please, take it off your mind.

CONNIE

I can’t get rid of the thought of it.

NICK (puts his arm around her waist)

Well, how can I get rid of the thoughts of it?

CONNIE (puts arms around his neck)

Well…

NICK

Yes?

CONNIE

Can I stay at yours again tonight, I don’t feel safe alone tonight.

NICK

Of course you can. You know you’re always welcome to stay at mine whenever. But you know I have Basketball practices, we have a game tomorrow.

CONNIE

I know, I’ll wait for you. I can watch, right?

NICK

Yeah, course babe. You’re really not alright after it, are you?

CONNIE

Not really, Nick. I love you so much though.

NICK

Aww, honey, I love you too.

CONNIE

What if the murderer comes for us tonight?

NICK

He won’t come for us tonight.

CONNIE

You can’t be sure about that.

NICK

Well, as soon as we get back to mine, we’ll lock all the doors and shut all the windows and stay in the whole night.

CONNIE

Do I sound really insecure?

NICK

No, of course you don’t. Just don’t be scared, okay honey? This guy isn’t going to get you. I promise I won’t let him.

CONNIE

Thank you, Nick.

NICK

What for?

CONNIE

For being there for me, for calming me down when I need it, just for everything.

STUDENT #1 runs past them

STUDENT #1

Shenken’s hanging from the football post! We have to go and see it!

CONNIE

What!

NICK

Do you want to go and see?

CONNIE

I need to see this.

CONNIE and NCK run off. The camera moves towards a corner where the MURDERER is stood.

MURDERER (imitating NICK)

I’ll protect you, don’t worry. (laughs) No you won’t, Nicholas, you’ll be dead before you can protect her.

5. INT LEE’S CAR. DAY.

LEE is sat in the driver’s seat with TARA in the passenger seat and KIRA in the back. There are STUDENTS still outside the school looking at SHENKEN hanging from the football post.

TARA

Why would this guy do such a thing?

LEE

Because he’s sick in the head. And where were Connie and Nick through all of this?

KIRA

You can’t say that it’s those two, Lee. I don’t think they’d do something like that.

LEE

Are you sure about that?

TARA

It’s not those two. I saw the fear on both of their faces last night. I felt Connie trembling as we left the house. She was crying her eyes out to Nick because she was so scared and not for herself but for my safety.

LEE

There’s still something strange about it. They know something and I can tell.

TARA

The police don’t think it’s them. I asked them.

KIRA

Have they told you who they think it is?

TARA

They’re not too sure yet, but they’ve ruled them out after last night. Why would they let the murderer attack them?

LEE

So they can look innocent and then turn on us all.

TARA

Connie wouldn’t have wanted to get me out of the house like that. She was pulling me away from the guy. She was trying so hard not to 

KIRA

They’re probably on their way home themselves, Lee. They won’t still be in there.

LEE

I’m still not too sure. I’m not 100% sure that they don’t know something.

TARA

Lee, please give it a rest. I know it’s not them.

CUT TO –

INT HIGH SCHOOL. INT SHENKEN’S OFFICE. DAY.

POLICEMEN #1 and #2 are stood looking out of the window at the body of SHENKEN hanging from the football post. We can see it, but it looks a fair distance off.

POLICEMAN #1

So, we definitely now know that it is somebody in the school.

POLICENMAN #2

Who can we rule out?

POLICEMAN #1

Brian Grange and Chris Powers. That’s our main suspect gone.

POLICEMAN #2

Are you ruling out Tara Armstrong?

POLICEMAN #1

Not completely, but she’s not high on the list. Same with Connie Armstrong and Nick Parker. I don’t want to take somebody out that could have still done this. I don’t want to risk anything. 

POLICEMAN #2

I’ve just thought, but if they’re after the students wouldn’t that mean it would be someone who can get access to the student’s address and phone numbers.

POLICEMAN#1

You have a point there. Get in anybody, staff included, that has access to the victim’s telephone numbers, addresses, everything.

POLICEMAN #2

Right sir. I’ll be right on it.

6. INT NICK’S HOUSE. BEDROOM. EVENING.

CONNIE and NICK are laid on the bed. They have the music on low

NICK

You’re still nervous about this murderer aren’t you?

CONNIE

Yes! What if he’s out there? He must have been able to see us all last night.

NICK

Well, yeah, he was in the garden Connie.

CONNIE

Well, what if we’re his next target? He could be outside watching us. Waiting for us to do something that will possibly split us up and then attack.

NICK

Well he’s not going to get what he wants because I am staying by your side all night.

CONNIE

Nick…

NICK

Connie, don’t worry baby. (he kisses her) And if he is outside do you want to give him a little bit of a show?

CONNIE (confused)

What do you mean?

NICK stands up and pulls her to the window. He moves her so she is stood in front of him and they are both facing the window.

NICK

He can watch me undress you.

CONNIE
Nick…

NICK

What?

CONNIE

What about your neighbors?

NICK

Well they shouldn’t be so nosy, should they?

He begins to kiss her neck as he feels her body.

CONNIE

Nick, I don’t feel comfortable doing this here.

NICK

Ah, come on Connie. Get over your inhibitions, please? You’ve got a gorgeous body and you should flaunt it.

NICK takes CONNIE’S top off and kisses her neck. He unfastens her bra and takes it off.

CONNIE

Can we move to the bed?

NICK smiles and pulls her to the bed as CONNIE takes NICK’S top off. She unfastens NICK’S trousers and kneels down.

NICK

Connie you’re amazing.

There is a crash downstairs. CONNIE looks at the door.

NICK

Don’t worry, it’ll be the cat.

CONNIE

Are you sure?

There is another crash. NICK fastens his trousers.

NICK

I’ll go and check.

CONNIE

Be careful, ok?

NICK

Always.

CUT TO –

INT NICK’S LIVINGROOM. SAME.

The television on and there is a window open. The MURDERER exits through the window.

NICK enters the room from the stairs and looks at the window. He walks to the television and then sees blood on the screen. He looks around and sees a lamp fallen down. Next to the lamp is NICK’S cat. It is dead.

NICK

Shit!

CONNIE (o.s)

Nick, you alright down there?

NICK

I’m fine. It was just the cat making a mess. I’ll be up in a minute. I’m just gonna clear up the broken glass.

NICK looks around the LIVINGROOM, staying stood on the spot. He looks at the window and then at the cat.

CUT TO –

EXT NICK’S HOUSE. SOMEONE’S POV. SAME.

We see NICK exit the house with the cat in his arms. He puts the cat in the bushes and then enters the house shutting and locking the window.

CUT TO –

INT NICK’S HOUSE. LIVINGROOM. SAME.

NICK locks the patio doors and then looks out of them.

CUT TO –

INT NICK’S HOUSE. BEDROOM. SAME.

CONNIE

C’mon Nick! You can clear the glass up tomorrow.

NICK enters, he looks pale.

CONNIE

What’s wrong?

NICK

Nothing.

CONNIE

You don’t look right. Was there something down there?

NICK

No, don’t worry honey, it was just the cat.

NICK walks to CONNIE and kisses her. He lays on the bed with her and lets CONNIE take control.

7. INT SCHOOL. CLASSROOM. DAY.

LEE and NICK are sat. TEACHER is teaching but we can’t hear him.

LEE

So what you just left it?

NICK

I had to. I didn’t want to panic Connie.

LEE

You should have told her.

NICK

I know but then she’d have ran outside and what was to say he wasn’t still out there.

LEE

You went outside to dump the cat, Nick. What was to say he wasn’t out there then?

NICK

I wasn’t thinking then. I just had to get rid of Cookie so that Connie wouldn’t panic when she got up.

LEE

So then you just went back to what you were doing and forgot all about it?

NICK

I didn’t forget about it. I let her take over, I couldn’t stop worrying about it.

CUT TO –

INT SCHOOL. SAME CLASSROOM. SAME.

CONNIE and ASHLEIGH are sat a few rows behind LEE and NICK.

CONNIE

I don’t know. He came back up and he wasn’t into it at all.

ASHLEIGH

Do you think he’s gonna break up with you?

CONNIE

No, he was fine before hand. But after he came back from clearing up the mess the cat had made he was different. I think there was something that he’s not telling me.

ASHLEIGH

I’m sure he’s not not telling you something. If that makes sense.

CONNIE

It just seems strange.

CUT TO –

LEE and NICK

LEE

You have to tell her. As much as she’s pissed me off lately, she needs to know someone got into your house last night.

CUT TO –

CONNIE and ASHLEIGH

CONNIE

Can I stay at yours tonight, Ash? I don’t feel safe at Nick’s.

ASHLEIGH

Yeah, course, but why don’t you feel safe at Nick’s?

NICK

I don’t know. Last night just seemed strange.

CUT TO –

INT SCHOOL. CORRIDOR. SAME.

KIRA is walking along the corridors. She stops at her locker and opens it. She puts some books in her locker and shuts it. She turns around and sees THE MURDERER. KIRA is about to scream but the MURDERER holds up a gun.

MURDERER

I wouldn’t if I were you.

CUT TO –

EXT SCHOOL. LUNCH.

CONNIE, TARA, LEE, ASHLEIGH and NICK are sat where they are normally sat.

TARA

She should be here by now. She normally is.

NICK

Maybe she’s in the library.

TARA

No, she’d have told me if she was doing that. She normally does anyway.

LEE

Hey, how was your night last night you two?

NICK

Fine.

CONNIE

Yeah, apart from the cat.

TARA

The cat?

NICK

Yeah it disturbed us at first.

LEE

How?

NICK

Lee…

LEE

No, go on Nick, tell us how?

TARA

What are you getting at Lee?

CONNIE

You’re playing you little game again. What do you know that he’s not telling us?

LEE

I’m not playing anything.

NICK

Really, Lee. I’ve gotta go, Basketball practice for tonight.

NICK exits

TARA

He disappeared fast.

CHLOE

What is it, Lee?

LEE

I shouldn’t say this, but he wasn’t telling you the truth last night.

CUT TO –

INT SCHOOL. GYM.

NICK is in the gym alone. He is practicing his shooting. He hears a door slam. He turns around and walks towards the main doors. He opens them, but there is nobody else around. He hears a noise in the gym. He turns around and walks to another set of doors. He opens them to find KIRA tied to a chair, unconscious, with blood everywhere. NICK enters and checks KIRA’S pulse.

NICK

Kira, can you hear me? Kira?

KIRA wakes up and looks at NICK. She has tape around her mouth.

NICK

Don’t scream.

NICK takes the tape off.

KIRA

Oh, Nick, thank God. It’s the murderer. He’s here and he did this and Oh God, get me out of here!

NICK

Shh, calm down, don’t worry.

KIRA

Nick…Nick! Behind you!

NICK is hit on the head.

CUT TO –

INT SCHOOL. GYM. NIGHT.

The basketball match has ended and most people are leaving. CONNIE, TARA and ASHLEIGH are all with the cheerleading squad. CONNIE looks worried. LEE is stood talking to an ADULT – presumably the COACH.

TARA

It’s not like Nick to miss a game.

CONNIE

Something’s happened. Kira went missing at lunch and now Nick’s missing.

ASHLEIGH

Maybe he just couldn’t be bothered, you know after everything last night.

CONNIE

I don’t get it though.

LEE enters

LEE

Well Coach Greenwood says that he rang up earlier to say that he had to go home as he was really ill. It was just after lunch.

TARA

Didn’t he see him at the lunch practice?

LEE

There wasn’t a lunch practice.

CONNIE

Something’s gone wrong. First of all he lies to me about last night and now he just disappears.

TARA

C’mon Con, let’s go to his and find him.

CONNIE

Ok.

They start to leave.

ASHLEIGH

I’ll have to get off home, my dad’s expecting me. Are you still staying at mine tonight?

CONNIE

No, sorry Ash, I think I’ll just go home.

ASHLEIGH

Ok, see you tomorrow.

ASHLEIGH exits

CUT TO –

INT SCHOOL. SMALL ROOM. NIGHT.

KIRA is sat on the chair, still tied to it. NICK is laid on the floor, his hands and feet are tied together. The MURDERER stands above them.

MURDERER

Now it’s time.

CUT TO –

INT LEE’S CAR. NIGHT.

LEE is driving with TARA in the passenger seat. CONNIE is in the back, she is crying.

TARA

Well if he’s not there, I don’t know where he is.

LEE

You don’t think that…

CONNIE

Don’t finish that sentence, Lee. I don’t wanna hear that.

TARA

We haven’t seen Kira either, Connie, so I wouldn’t worry about it. Look I know how you feel.

CONNIE

No you don’t. You saw Brian dead, I don’t know what’s happened to Nick. He could be fine and just being stupid.

LEE

He could also be the…

CONNIE

I don’t wanna hear that either, Lee. It’s not him. I know it’s not him. He was with me both nights.

LEE

So what else is it, Connie? He lied to you last night about the cat…

CONNIE

But he was shaken up by it. I could see something had happened last night…

TARA

You don’t think he did it to make it look like you were both under attack, do you?

LEE

I’m not sure.

CONNIE

It wasn’t him!

LEE

Let’s just get home and we’ll figure it out. At least we can get into the house now.

CUT TO –

EXT HOUSE. NIGHT.

LEE’S car pulls up and the three get out. They walk to the door. CONNIE looks behind her and thinks she’s seen somebody.

TARA

Come on in, honey.

They enter, we follow.

LEE

Maybe he’s just…

LEE stops. TARA looks around him and sees KIRA hanging from the railing.

TARA

Oh my God!

CONNIE starts to back to the door but she’s stopped. She turns around and sees the MURDERER behind her. She screams as the MURDERER grabs her arms to stop her running anywhere.

MURDERER

Get inside.

LEE and TARA enter to the couch. The MURDERER struggles to get CONNIE in the –

LIVINGROOM.

MURDERER

You two sit down.

LEE and TARA sit down. The MURDERER keeps hold of CONNIE. She kicks the MURDERER. THE MURDERER lets go of CONNIE but only to punch her. She falls to the ground. LEE tries to get up but the MURDERER pulls out a knife and puts it to CONNIE’S throat.

MURDERER

Either of you move and she gets it.

LEE sits back down.

TARA

Who are you?

The MURDERER laughs.

MURDERER (shouting)

Bring him in!

ANOTHER MURDERER (MURDERER #2) enters with NICK. NICK is still tied up. He has bruises all over him and lots of blood.

LEE

Shit! Nick!

MURDERER #2 drops NICK

MURDERER #2 

Nice for you to walk in to here.

TARA

Where’s my mom?

MURDERER

Don’t worry. We haven’t seen Ellen or Mike since we’ve been here. I don’t think they’ll be here tonight.

TARA

What makes you say that?

MURDERER #2 turns on the answering machine.

ELLEN’S VOICE

Hi darling’s, it’s just me. Me and Mike aren’t coming home tonight we’re staying another night at you Aunt’s. It’s only another night just while everything’s sorted out in there. You can stay here again until this guys caught. Ring if you’re coming over. Love you. Bye.

LEE

You’ve planned all this. You made her say that.

MURDERER

No, we didn’t.

CONNIE starts to sit up.

MURDERER

Move and I’ll kill you.

CONNIE

Can I at least sit up?

MURDERER

No chance. If you do we’ll kill your boyfriend.

TARA

Who are you both? C’mon, what have you got to lose? Or are you not finished tormenting the town?

MURDERER

Oh, once we’re finished with you, we’re finished.

MURDERER #2

Well, there may be a few accidents within the next few months but they will be accidents, we promise. But first you lot will be taken care of.

LEE

Why?

MURDERER #2

Motives are so last season.

TARA

Last season? Well you’re definitely female, Ashleigh.

MURDERER #2

How did you know?

MURDERER

You idiot!

ASHLEIGH reveals herself to be MURDERER #2.

ASHLEIGH

Well they guessed that it was me, Brian.

TARA

Brian!

LEE

What the fuck!

MURDERER

Thanks a lot. You’re brilliant.

BRIAN reveals himself to be MURDERER #1.

TARA

But, you’re dead.

BRIAN

Correction, I faked my death.

TARA

Why, Brian?

BRIAN

Seemed like a good thing to do.

CONNIE

What’s going on?

ASHLEIGH

Oh, Connie, you are so blonde at times.

CONNIE

I meant, what’s going on, why are two of our friends trying to kill us?

BRIAN

We have reasons Connie.

LEE

You know we could take you both right now.

BRIAN

Well no you couldn’t. You see you may get me but Nick will be dead before you get the chance to get Ashleigh.

TARA

Why did you do it, Brian? What about us?

BRIAN

What about us? You’ve got to be joking, right? Did you really think we were going anywhere?

TARA

Yes.

BRIAN

Well guess what princess we weren’t. C’mon you wouldn’t even sleep with me, like we were going anywhere.

TARA

Is that what all this is about?

ASHLEIGH

Oh no, it’s about much more.

BRIAN

Go on, Ash, why don’t you tell them.

ASHELIGH (walking to the back of TARA and LEE)

Well you see, how long have you known me?

LEE

Is this a trick question?

ASHLEIGH

Answer my question.

LEE

About three years?

BRIAN

Wrong?

TARA

No, we’ve only known you for three years.

ASHLEIGH

You’ve only known me as Ashleigh for two years. Guess what, my name’s not Ashleigh. Do either of you remember Lori? Lori Ash? Brian did. The Freshman you used to pick on? That was me!

TARA

But…

ASHLEIGH

I just got a little make over – well bleached my hair blonde and had it styled, got contacts and started dancing just so that you wouldn’t pick on me anymore. Then I changed my name to Ashleigh and became the new transfer. I made up the whole plan during the summer. Mom hated it, of course, she didn’t have a clue why I was going from a straight A student to straight Ds, but I knew it all and then when it came to my SATs I would pull out the big guns!

TARA

Instead you pulled out the guns now.

ASHLEIGH

Well, Brian had this great idea. You see he was the only one who was ever nice to me and knew how much it hurt to be picked on for the whole of Freshman year so he asked if I wanted to join forces, didn’t you honey?

BRIAN

You know it.

ASHLEIGH

And, I was giving him something that you would never give him, Tara.

BRIAN

I am so fed up of this chatting! Can we hurry up and kill them?

LEE

I’ve got one question for you, why Jake? He had nothing to so with Freshman year, he’s only a sophomore himself he never knew anything about Lori Ash.

BRIAN

Jake. Oh, I didn’t want to kill him, he was just in the way. He was, how would you put it, in the wrong place at the wrong time!

CONNIE

So why me? I wasn’t around here until my sophomore year. I never knew you either.

BRIAN

No but as soon as you were here you turned into a clone.

CONNIE

A clone?

ASHLEIGH

A cheerleader clone.

CONNIE

You mean exactly what you became?

ASHLEIGH

You know, Connie, I liked you. You gave me a chance straight away. Or was that just because we were both the new girls?

CONNIE

It’s because I thought you were normal.

BRIAN punches her.

ASHLEIGH

Brian, ease up. We won’t kill you, Connie…

BRIAN

We won’t?

ASHLEIGH

No, as long as she kills Nick.

BRIAN

Good one.

CONNIE

Well you may as well kill me now.

BRIAN

Don’t you want to get back at him for lying to you last night?

CONNIE

He did it to protect me so no.

ASHLEIGH

Are you really gonna die for him? You don’t have to, just kill him.

BRIAN

I know, if it makes it a little easier you can kill Tara and Lee.

CONNIE looks at BRIAN, then at ASHLEIGH and then at TARA and LEE. She is thinking of a plan. She looks at NICK.

NICK’S eyes grow wide.

CONNIE

With the gun.

ASHLEIGH

No, the knife.

CONNIE

I don’t want their blood all over me, I want to use the gun.

BRIAN

Ok, you can use the gun. But I’m gonna be behind you so you kill them both.

CONNIE stands up and takes the gun off ASHLEIGH. She stands in front of TARA and LEE.

TARA

Connie?

LEE

What are you doing, sis?

CONNIE

I’m only your step-sister.

CONNIE aims the gun at TARA. BRIAN is stood behind CONNIE, CONNIE can feel the knife behind her back. CONNIE starts to pull the trigger.

BRIAN

Aim for the head, I want to make sure they’re dead.

CONNIE is just about to pull the trigger but she turns to face ASHLEIGH and shoots her in the head.

ASHLEIGH falls to the ground.

BRIAN stabs CONNIE in the back. CONNIE falls to the ground dropping the gun. BRIAN kicks CONNIE in the stomach.

BRIAN

I should have known, you bitch.

LEE runs for the gun and picks it up. He aims it at BRIAN.

LEE

Times up Brian. You’re not getting away with this.

BRIAN

Oh, I’m getting away with this.

BRIAN pulls a gun out of his pocket and aims it at CONNIE.

BRIAN

Now she’s just saved your life, do you want me to kill her?

LEE

You kill her and you’re dead yourself.

BRIAN

But you’ll kill me knowing that I killed one of your own.

TARA

Brian leave her alone. You’ve probably killed her anyway after that.

BRIAN smiles and aims the gun at TARA

BRIAN

Fine, how about Tara?

LEE

Leave my sister out of this. Tara, go phone the cops.

TARA

He has a gun pointed at me, Lee. He’ll shoot me.

LEE

He won’t have a chance, trust me.

BRIAN screams out in pain. We see CONNIE has bitten his leg. BRIAN fires the gun, hitting TARA in the chest. TARA falls to the floor. LEE fires his gun and catches BRIAN in the chest.

LEE sits next to TARA

LEE

Tara, you ok?

TARA is shaking. LEE runs to the telephone as CONNIE crawls to NICK, although she is struggling.

LEE

Hello, operator, I need the police and an ambulance to 43 Wyke Road. We have the murderer here and two people are injured. That’s 43 Wyke Road.

LEE hangs up and runs to CONNIE and NICK. CONNIE has finished untying NICK’S arms. LEE unties NICK’S feet as NICK hugs CONNIE.

NICK

Go to Tara. She needs you.

LEE goes back to TARA. She is staring at the ceiling, lifeless.

LEE

Tara? Please talk to me, sis.

CUT TO –

EXT HOUSE. NIGHT.

There are police cars, ambulances and reporters everywhere. NICK and LEE are sat in an ambulance with CONNIE laid on her side, crying and shaking.

NICK

Are you cold?

CONNIE

I’m freezing, but I’ll cope. How are you, Lee? I’m really sorry, if I knew…

LEE

It’s not your fault. If you hadn’t done that then he could’ve quite easily killed me.

NICK

But you were aiming a gun at him.

LEE

I could see it in his eyes. He wouldn’t have killed Tara, I knew that. He was trying to scare me into putting the gun down so he could kill me and he would have worked. I couldn’t do anything until I saw him shoot at someone. Thanks, Connie.

CONNIE doesn’t answer, she is asleep.

LEE

Connie? Con, don’t you die on me too.

NICK checks her pulse and then sighs.

NICK

She’s fine. Just asleep I think.

POLICEMAN #1 enters

POLICEMAN #1

How you holding up?

NICK

Well, Connie’s fallen asleep but we’re as best as we can be.

POLICEMAN #1

Good. We could do with statements from you. Not tonight of course, all of you need a rest, but if you could come to the station tomorrow…

LEE

What about Connie…

POLICEMAN #1

Well, you two. I’ll come by the hospital for Connie.

POLICEMAN #2 enters

POLICEMAN #2

Sorry to interrupt but how many bodies did you say there were?

NICK

Four. Kira was hanging from the banister, Tara was on the sofa, Ashleigh was on the floor and Brian was next to her.

POLICEMAN #2

Brian Little, right?

POLICEMAN #1

What’s the problem?

POLICEMAN #2

We only have to three females.

END CREDITS
