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INT. M SS KOMLSKI'S HOUSE, LIVING ROOM - DAY
A beautiful sumer day.

Frominside a wi ndow, sonmeone | ooks out at some nei ghbors

who are nmoving out. A little girl (CLARA 8, nessy hair,
dirty clothes) sits quietly on the | awn, watching her FATHER
(30s, long hair) pack things into a truck with his BUDDY
(30s). The father's girlfriend (JADE, 20s, attractive) hel ps
out, occasionally giving orders.

M SS KOMALSKI (O S.)
There she is. Poor little one.
Never says a word. Look at that
unwashed hair. And those cl ot hes!
Where are her ribbons? Doesn't stand
a chance in all of that, especially
with this new one. Never seens to
get it right, does he? Have you
seen this one, Max? Ilce cold, she
is. But of course he can't see it...
not yet. |I'mso glad you' re not
bl i nd, Max.

M SS KOMLSKI (70s vibrant, wearing a | ot of makeup - sone
of it snudged under her eyes) frowns at Clara's father, who
turns and catches a glinpse of her frown. She noves away
fromthe w ndow.

M SS KOMALSKI ( CONT' D)
Wse is nore like it. And you spoi
me so, Max.

M ss Kowal ski fastens her housecoat.

M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)

(coyly) _ ,
... Don't even think about it.
|"ve got things to do today.

The ol d lady | ooks into a piping hot teapot. She prepares
two place settings at a small table.

M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
Sone tea for you, Max?

She pours tea into the teacups.
M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
What a wonderful night it was! You
are such a ninble dancer. 1 was 25
agai n!

M ss Kowal ski sits down and takes a sip of tea.



M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
Shhh.. Now now.. The others w |
hear you! Do you want that nosy
Leila to ruin another perfect norning?

M ss Kowal ski eyes Clara out the window. The girl is doing
cartwheels on the front |awn, occasionally |anding in front
of M ss Kowal ski's house.

M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
Max? Are you listening to nme?

Reveal Max, a small palmtree.
EXT. CLARA'S HOUSE - LATER

Clara is sitting on the | awn, near the pathway to her house.
Jade cones out of the house with a huge box and nearly trips
over Clara's feet.

JADE
Move out of the way!

Clara quickly pulls her feet aside.

JADE (CONT' D)
(to dara's father)
| swear your daughter's tripping ne
on pur pose.

Clara's father frowns at Clara, who gets up and does
cartwheel s on M ss Kowal ski's |awn.

Suddenly, M ss Kowal ski exits her house carrying a sturdy
tote bag. Her deneanor has conpletely changed. She is now
timd, nousy and wearing no makeup. She avoids eye contact
with Cara and the others.

Clara's father notices the old wonman.
CLARA' S FATHER
(to dara)
Hey kid! Get over here.

Clara eyes M ss Kowal ski, then approaches her father. He
pats her on the head.

There's junk all over the sidewal k. M ss Kowal ski waits as
Clara's father noves a few things out of her way. She heads
of f down the sidewal k.

Jade, Clara's father and his buddy share a smile.



CLARA' S FATHER ( CONT' D)
(shaki ng his head)
It'Il sure be nice having nornal
nei ghbors for a change.

BUDDY
I think having a nutcase in your
nei ghbor hood gives it character.

JADE
What ? They're creepy.

Clara's father and his friend attenpt to stuff a large chair
into the already overloaded truck. They try different ways
but cannot fit it in.

JADE (CONT' D)
Wiy didn't you put that in first?

EXT. STRANGER S HOUSE - LATER

M ss Kowal ski steals a few | avender stens from sonmeone's
garden. She snells them before stuffing the stems into her
t ot e bag.

The resident cones out of his house. He doesn't see the old
worman. M ss Kowal ski runs away with the goods.

INT. MSS KOMLSKI'"S HOUSE, KITCHEN - LATER

CLCSE UP of a hand spreadi ng | avender stens over a cookie
sheet .

PULL BACK to reveal M ss Kowal ski as she slides the cookie
sheet into the oven. She cl oses the oven door.

M SS KOMALSKI
That' || keep us stocked for a few
nonths, won't it Bronte? 1'Il have

to check on the mnt supply, later
She eyes Bronte, a beautiful flam ng nettle plant.

M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
That's right! There will be enough
for visitors, too.

M ss Kowal ski carries Bronte into

THE LI VI NG ROOM

M ss Kowal ski sets Bronte down on a living roomtable. She
appr oaches the wi ndow and eyes Cl ara near the noving truck.

Her father and friend stare at the truck, trying to determ ne
their next nove.



M SS KOMALSKI ( CONT' D)
Not the brightest bunch, are they
Bronte?

Clara | ooks over and notices the old wonman in the w ndow.
They stare at each other. Cara starts doing cartwheels,
edgi ng her way closer to M ss Kowal ski's w ndow.

M ss Kowal ski suddenly wi nces and eyes a snake plant on a
smal | table.

M SS KOMALSKI ( CONT' D)
(di straught)
Did you hear what she said to ne,
Bronte?

The ol d wonan fearfully | ooks over at the snake plant.

M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
Wiy does Leila always try to make ne
| ook crazy?
(beat, nore calmy)
You're right, Bronte.

M ss Kowal ski suddenly stands strai ght and appears nore
rel axed.

M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
You're right. I'mnot crazy. |
don't know why | always |et her do
this to me.

She wal ks over to a small African Violet plant.

M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
(baby tal k)
And how are you ny little one? You
are so quiet today. Wat's the
matter? Did that nasty Leila say
sonet hing to upset you? You shoul dn't
listen to her.

M ss Kowal ski picks up the African Violet and start hunm ng
a beautiful, soothing nmelody. She dances gently with the
plant in her arns.

EXT. CLARA' S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

Clara notices a nmakeup kit in one of the boxes on the | awn.
She | ooks through many col ors of eyeshadow. She dips her
finger in sone turquoise eye shadow. Jade approaches and
YANKS t he nakeup box out of Cara's hands.



JADE
Keep your hands of f ny nakeup!
Hello.. That's not a toy!

Jade re-packs the nakeup kit and tapes the box shut.

Clara does a few nore cartwheels on the awn. She overhears
M ss Kowal ski humm ng in her house and approaches the w ndow.

On the sidewal k, Jade notices Clara at M ss Kowal ski's w ndow.

JADE (CONT' D)
(to Cara's father)
Your daughter's at that crazy wonman's
wi ndow, agai n.

CLARA' S FATHER
Hey.. Wiat did | tell you?

Clara doesn't seemto hear him

CLARA' S FATHER ( CONT' D)

(yel l'ing)
Clara! Now

Cl ara heads back over to them

JADE
(to the two nen)
Don't forget about that folding table
and bench i nside.

The three adults head inside their house.

Clara eyes Mss Kowal ski's wi ndow. The hunm ng has st opped.
Suddenly, M ss Kowal ski's front door opens. Nobody cones
out but the door stays open. A hand open the door wi der,
wai ting...

Cl ara approaches M ss Kowal ski's door and heads inside.
INT. M SS KOMLSKI'S HOUSE, LIVING ROOM - MOMENTS LATER
M ss Kowal ski and Cl ara stand before Max, the palmtree.

M SS KOMALSKI
This is Max, ny special friend. He
is a wonderful dancer.

CLARA
(smling)
He's your boyfriend?



M SS KOMALSKI
Yes, mny boyfriend. And a gentlenan,
t 0o.

Clara does a little curtsy.

CLARA
Nice to neet you, Max. | amd ara.

They nove on to Bronte, the flamng nettle.

M SS KOMALSKI
And here's Bronte. She is ny best
friend. | can tell her anything and
she never judges me. | get ny
strength from Bronte.

CLARA
H Bronte. | amd ara.

M ss Kowal ski picks up the African Violet plant.

M SS KOMALSKI
And this is ny baby. 1Isn't she
pretty? M/ little precious jewel.

CLARA
The one you sing to?

M SS KOMALSKI
That's right!

M ss Kowal ski huns a few bars.

Clara smles and touches the little | eaves on the plant.

Clara notices Leila, the snake plant.

CLARA
What about that one?

M SS KOMALSKI
(i ncreasingly agitated)
Oh she's a gossip. | don't like

her. She always tries to nmake ne
feel bad.

(suddenly cal ner)
Bronte... right as usual.
(to dara)

How about a cup of |avender and m nt
tea?

Cl ara nods.



M SS KOMALSKI ( CONT' D)
You wait here. |'Il be back.

DI SSOLVE TO
INT. MSS KOMLSKI'"S HOUSE, LIVING ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

At the table, Cara takes a sip of her tea. She's not sure
if she likes it. She takes a cookie off a plate and stuffs
it into her nmouth. She sneaks another cookie. Qpposite her,
M ss Kowal ski pours herself nore tea.

M SS KOMALSKI
(beam ng)
W have a special guest for tea today,

Bront e.
The ol d wonman suddenly cringes and | ooks over at Leil a.

M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
Why does she al ways put mny friends
down?

Clara eyes Leila suspiciously. Mss Kowal ski suddenly rel axes
after looking in Bronte's direction.

M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
You're so right, Bronte. \Wat does

Lei |l a know?
(to Leila)
G ouch!

Qutside, Cara's father and his buddi es have now enptied the
truck and are re-loading it carefully. Jade watches on.

M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
Bronte wants to know where you're

novi ng to.

CLARA
W are noving into Jade's apartnent,
Bront e.

M SS KOMALSKI

And how do you feel about that?

Clara shrugs her shoul ders & | ooks away. She eyes Max, the
pal mtree.

CLARA
Where do you dance with your
boyfri end?



M SS KOMALSKI
Ri ght here! Have you ever danced
bef ore?

CLARA
No.

M SS KOMALSKI

(grandly)

Then, you really haven't lived at
al I'!

M ss Kowal ski escapes to a fantasy world. Cara eyes Leila
suspi ci ousl y.

DI SSOLVE TO
INT. MSS KOMLSKI'"S HOUSE, LIVING ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Loud, slightly distorted nusic plays as M ss Kowal ski shows
Clara how to dance. M ss Kowal ski's make-up is snudged in
different places. She grins fromear to ear.

M SS KOMLSKI
One two three.. one two three..

Clara |l aughs, as she and M ss Kowal ski go round and round at
di zzyi ng speed.

Fr om out si de. .

CLARA' S FATHER (O S.)
Claral daral!

M ss Kowal ski is lost in thought and doesn't seemto hear.

CLARA
My father's calling ne.

The ol d wonman stops danci ng.

CLARA' S FATHER
d ar aaaa!

M SS KOMLSKI
So he is, isn't he?

Clara heads toward the front door.

M SS KOMLSKI (CONT' D)
Wait. .

M ss Kowal ski picks up Bronte and carefully brings her over
to Cl ara.



Sur pri sed,

M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
Bronte wants to come with you.

Clara | ooks at M ss Kowal ski and then at

She gently takes the plant in her arns.

CLARA
Real | y?
M SS KOMALSKI
(to dara)

Yes really! And who are you again?

Clara just stares at her.

M ss Kowal ski

new pl ant .

M SS KOMLSKI (CONT' D)

Say it.

CLARA
| am d ar a.

M SS KOMLSKI
And agai n. .

CLARA
| am d ar a.

M SS KOMLSKI
Once nore..

CLARA
| am d ar a.

M SS KOMLSKI

Yes you are. And whenever you start
to forget that, just go into a room
with Bronte and keep repeating it
until you remenber.

CLARA
| amdara. | amd ara.
M SS KOMLSKI
That's right!
(beat)

And for Bronte... A bright w ndow,
regul ar weekly watering but no
drowni ng! And when Bronte's tinme is
up, you go and get yourself another
beautiful flame nettle. There are
pl enty of Brontes out therel

Bront e.

opens the door and Clara wal ks out with her
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EXT. M SS KOMLSKI'S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

Clara's father and Jade notice Clara energing fromM ss
Kowal ski's house.

CLARA' S FATHER
What were you doing in there? Wat's

t hat ?

CLARA
Bront e.

CLARA' S FATHER
VWhat ?

Clara sits on a chair on the |awn and puts Bronte down beside
her .

INT. M SS KOMLSKI'S HOUSE - CONTI NUQUS
M ss Kowal ski approaches her w ndow.

Qutsi de, Jade oversees Clara's father, as he and his friend
stuff the remaining fewitens into the truck. Cara's father
appr oaches Jade and hugs her from behind. She turns and

t hey kiss passionately. They twirl a few tinmes and bunp
into Cara, who shifts over in her chair. She keeps her
head | ower ed.

M ss Kowal ski picks up the little African Violet.

M SS KOMLSKI
We're so worried about that child.

Suddenly, M ss Kowal ski wi nces and | ooks over at Leil a.
M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
Stop saying that, Leila. You're
wong as usual. |I'mnot crazy!

M ss Kowal ski | ooks over to where Bronte used to sit. She
becones very agitat ed.

Qutside, Cara seens dejected, alone. M ss Kowal ski rocks
the African Violet plant in her arns, as she stares at O ara.

Clara suddenly | ooks over at Mss Kowal ski in the w ndow and
smles warmy.

M ss Kowal ski junps slightly.

M SS KOMLSKI (CONT' D)
Oh. .

The ol d wonman rel axes and grins at C ara.
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Clara picks up Bronte and holds the plant on her |ap.

M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
Vell.. WIIl you |look at that!

The ol d wonman puts a hand over her heart.

M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
Max are you paying attention?

INT. M SS KOMLSKI'S HOUSE, LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

M ss Kowal ski stands before Max, the palmtree. She is all
dressed up and wearing col orful nmakeup (smudged in a few
pl aces).

She smiles coyly and tries to straighten out the winkles in
her dress.

M SS KOMLSKI
Thank you, Max. It still fits after
all this tine.
M ss Kowal ski wi nces and | ooks back at Leil a.

M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
Stop saying that! |'mnot crazy!

M ss Kowal ski becomes agitated and approaches Leil a.

M SS KOMALSKI ( CONT' D)
No no no no no you don't! No nore.

M ss Kowal ski picks up Leila, heads into the kitchen.
INT. M SS KOMLSKI'S HOUSE, KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS
M ss Kowal ski dunps Leila into the garbage.

M SS KOMALSKI
And good ri ddance!

INT. M SS KOMLSKI'S HOUSE, LIVING ROOM - LATER
The only source of lighting are two softly colored lights

(pink and yellow). Mss Kowal ski giggles coyly in front of
Max.

M SS KOMALSKI
You' re so thoughtful, Max. You al ways
say the right things.

The ol d wonman | aughs out | oud.



M SS KOMLSKI ( CONT' D)
Naughty boy.

She gi ggles and pours out two cups of tea.

THE END.
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