Lucid

A Short Film by Jeremy Johnson

OPEN EXT. HILLTOP- (DREAM) SUNRISE/SUNSET

LES BECKER stand on a hilltop with his eyes closed.  Les is a teen wearing a white shirt and jeans.  His hair is somewhere comfortably between messy and groomed, perhaps swaying in the wind.  Les is nearly silhouetted in the sunset (or sunrise).  He opens his eyes and looks around to gather his surroundings.  Les is on top of a hill near a lake.  

LES

Lucid.

He hears a low roar and is somewhat startled.  Les glances around, confused before lifting up his shirt to reveal a lion drawn on his stomach.  Les laughs and reaches into the air to catch a plum.  He takes a giant bite of plum and throws it off into the distance.  Les smiles and closes his eyes again. Cut to-

Les’s back as he spreads his arms and falls forward out of frame.  Cut to-

Les falling down the hill head over heals.  Slow motion as opening credits fade in and out over the shot.  

When Les reaches the bottom he rises steadily.  He is now in an open field.  Les smiles and starts to laugh.  He looks directly into the camera.  Les reaches out as an identical arm reaches out in front of the camera.  Les puts a hand over his eyes as a hand covers the shot.  The fingers over the shot spread to reveal Les looking into the camera through spread fingers.  Les begins to laugh.  He slowly reaches out again, the identical arm reaches as well.  They touch.  Upon contact, the frame changes color and brightness.  Les smiles and touches again, then again, then one more time.  The last time, a hand from off-frame grabs his shirt and pulls him out.  BLACK.

OPEN INT. DARK ROOM (DREAM)
A streetlight of some kind shines down on Les who is still reaching out.  He is a bit confused.  

DANIELA

Hey there.  What’s your name?

Les speaks directly to the camera.

LES

… Les Becker, who are you?

DANIELA

Daniela Margot.  You’re in my dream!

LES

Ha-ha, no this is my dream.  

DANIELA

I know, we’re sharing it!
LES

You can’t share dreams.  It’s one mind one dream.  You are right now because I want you to be.

DANIELA

How do you know that you’re not in my dream and you only exist in this dream because I want you to?  Eh, Les?  Your whole state of what you assume to be awareness could be there only because I dreamed it to be.  This is fun to think about isn’t it?

LES

Hey, we could both be part of a bigger dream-

DANIELA

You me and the whole world!  But as far as I know, I exist as a dreamer and you exist as a dreamer and this dream exists in between those two points- between our miiiinds.
LES

…Between our minds, you’re a crazy lady anyone tell you that?  Did you take me here?

DANIELA

Yes.  I was kind of lonely. 

LES

Let me see you.

DANIELA

Then turn around!

Shot remains on Les’s front as he slowly turns around 180 degrees.  There’s no one behind him, no one in front of him.
LES

I still can’t see you.

DANIELA

OH!  You’re having a window dream.  Or a mirror dream.  Like you’re watching yourself through a window right?  Like a TV?  Wait, you know you’re dreaming right?

LES

Yeah.  

DANIELA

Ok, you gotta turn around and walk away from the TV.  Try a different perspective!

Les reaches out and touches the identical arm one more time.  He freezes.  Shot zooms out to reveal a TV with that image paused on it.  It is still dark.

DANIELA

There you go!  You got it!  Now turn around!

Camera pans 180 degrees.  During pan, fade out and fade in on a PARKING LOT ROOF.  (Now Les’s POV).  DANIELA MARGOT stands in the shot under a similar streetlight.  She’s wearing a white dress, very innocent.
DANIELA (CONT.)

Here I am!

LES

Ahh.  Ha-ha-ha!  So… where did you come from?

Daniela opens her mouth to speak and a TV static sound comes out.  Les turns startled and jumps the ledge of the roof.  Cut to-
OPEN INT. LES’S ROOM - DAY

A TV on a non-channel blares static.  Cut to-

Les shoots up out of bed and looks at the TV.  His hair is everywhere and his blankets are tangled around him in the same manner.  He reaches for the remote underneath him somewhere and clicks the TV off.  Les groans and rolls over.  
LES

Freakin’ weird.

His phone rings.  Les picks it up and balances it on his face.

LES (Cont in morning voice)
Hel- ahem- Hello?

ELLY

Les!  Get up we’re going downtown to take pictures and climb stuff.

LES

What, since when?

ELLY 

Oh come on I’ll have Riley pick you up ok?  ... A lot of us are coming and we’d just like it if you came too so I’ll be there in a few ok?

LES

What day is it?

ELLY

It doesn’t matter it’s summer and we’re unemployed!  Whoo!

Click.

OPEN EXT. SIDEWALK- DAY
ELLY and RAMANO walking down a sidewalk.  They say their “seeya laters” to someone off-frame.  During the scene they all are taking pictures at random which are appearing as freeze frames throughout.  Les and RILEY catch up with them.  Les pulls a plum from a pocket and begins to eat.
RILEY 
What up, suckas.  Are you eating a peach?

ELLY

Riley, you just missed Faye, you guys would’ve hit it off.  Les do you know her?  Faye Villis?
LES

Heard the name and No, Riley I am eating a delicious plum, not a peach.
RILEY

Is this a new binge or did you just feel like having a plum today.

LES

I woke up today and thought, I feel like a plum.  Nature’s candy you know.
ELLY

So say the Presidents- wait no that’s peaches.

RAMANO

Heh, what does that mean?

ELLY and LES

It’s a band.

RAMANO

Is it a band or something?

RILEY

Ramano, were you not listening?  Elly and Les have both just informed you, in unison, no less that the Presidents of the United States of America is indeed a rock and roll assembly of musicians.

RAMANO

I know, I was being sarcastic.

RILEY

No, I know so was I.  

The group approaches a clearing.

RILEY(CONT)
(Initiating play) Alright, Les.  We’re doing this.  I am calling you out, we are throwing down!

LES

(Seriously) Uhh, you really want to do that, Riley?  Even with, you know... your being a pansy and everything?

ELLY

Mmm, masculinity.  Remember, whoever wins gets more attention and affection from me!

RAMANO

Guess I’m already a winner.

Elly shakes her head.  Riley and Les begin to take their traditional stances and bounce on one leg while attempting to kick each other with that same leg.  Grappling is allowed.  Riley provides his own commentary.

RILEY
Riley and Les toe to toe once again for yet another one-legged battle.  The mouth versus the silence, the strong versus the week whoho!  A swing and a miss from Les, Riley will take advantage of that no doubt.  Catching Les completely off balance Riley has Les under his submission under his control, but LOOK at the comeback counters coming from Les, he is really struggling and not getting too far at all, but what tenacity!  Finally the tangle separates.  The two enemies begin to circle hungry for more.  

Cut to- 

OPEN EXT. BENCH- DAY

Riley and Les are sitting on a bench.  Riley’s nose is bleeding, he’s holding several Kleenexes up to it.  Les is containing a smile.  

LES

Listen... maybe we should make a no hands rule or something.  Yeah?  ...Ok.

RILEY

No, It’s cool.  Yeah, it’s not broken or anything so.  Plus it’s really dry out here and I have really thin blood and most of that momentum was carried by me anyway so you could even say it was my fault... (sigh).  Can I tell you something that’s been bugging me?

LES

Ok? 

RILEY

I don’t- I’m not sure how to put this, but Ramano is, well you know how he is.

LES

And you’re not comfortable with him macking on your ex?  

RILEY

NO ha-ha, I’m not comfortable with him macking on my friend.  I mean don’t get me wrong, he’s a cool guy.

LES

Yeah-

RILEY 

-and he’s cool to hang out with.  But he would- don’t you think he would use her?  Wouldn’t he?

LES

I don’t know, I try not to assume anything.  Not my place-
RILEY

Yeah not our place I get that, but, could you just keep an eye out for me.  You’re a good observer and I just don’t want her to get hurt.

LES

Your nose is going again.  Don’t you think you’re being a little judgmental here?  Yeah I get that you’re protective of your friends and Ramano is a little flirtatious, but you gotta give Elly a little credit too, she can discern better than you or I can most of the time.   

RILEY

Well yeah.  I hear ya there, she’s called us both on some stupid decisions.  I just got bad feelings is all and I know, I know most of the time that doesn’t mean nothing, but I still got um.  Ramano is- that guy- I… freakin’ ego man.  Damn Freakin’ ego.

LES

I hate it when girls mistake that for confidence.

RILEY

Yeah I know!  I mean like you and me, we have confidence.  We got the ego thing under control-

LES

Ehh-

RILEY

Well you do, fair enough.  But we still ain’t bad, ain’t bad at all.  But like you said, that seems to be something she can’t “discern” is that freakin’ ego.  And dude, if you love yourself more than you love a girl-

LES

I’ll help you out.  

RILEY

Thanks dude.  

LES

Hey.  Do you think…
Riley turns to Les curiously.  Les shakes his head.

EXT. PARK- DAY 

Ramano and Elly are sitting in some swings.

RAMANO

I’m glad I got you away from those guys.

ELLY

Ha, whatever.  You could have just as well put some chloroform over my face.  Did you want to talk about something?

RAMANO

Not anything in particular, just wanted to spend some time with you.

ELLY

Oh.  (Politely and semi-insincerely) that’s really sweet of you.  Well I have to pick up Les around four because I sing for a choir thing-

RAMANO

Oh, you sing?

ELLY

Yeah, I love singing.  Gets my blood going.

RAMANO

I’m sure it does.  I sing too.  Well- moderately.  Just when I’m in musicals and such.  But acting is more my thing.  I guess as long as I’m the one getting the attention I don’t really care!  

Ramano laughs uproariously, Elly smiles politely.

RAMANO (CONT)

I’m just kidding.  Well shit, it’s almost 3:30, want me to call Les?

ELLY

That’s ok, I’ll call him.

RAMANO

Ok, hey do you mind if I come watch you sing tonight?

ELLY

Oh I don’t care, I’m out of comp tickets though.

RAMANO

That’s ok, I have plenty of money.

ELLY

…Good.  I think Faye is going to come to, you guys can sit together.

Elly opens her phone.  

OPEN EXT. OPEN FIELD- EVENING

Les and HAMLET (Hamilton LeTroche) are walking through an open field.  Hamlet is an older man wearing a tux jacket over a t-shirt and jeans.  His hair is styled like a concert pianist.  

HAMLET

Have you breathed underwater yet?  

LES

I don’t think so.

HAMLET

Then you haven’t.  You’ll know for sure when you do.  That’s a good dream though.  Really good dream.  Did you know you were having it before this Daniela asked you?

LES

Oh yeah, I think that’s why I just let myself fall down th-

HAMLET

She said that you were sharing a dream?  THAT… THAT there, that… is interesting.  Which is to say it provokes very interesting thoughts.  She even told you how to change perspectives and what could be considered in certain realms incredible, you did not wake up.  You stayed completely submerged.  So the interesting thoughts I’m having- questions mostly- like, can you meet again, and maybe more or less importantly, is it safe to meet her again?  People learn who they are in their dreams, Les, they go to sleep and they wake up a little more like themselves every day.  You’re more Les today than you were yesterday!  Ha-ha!  But listen, I don’t know who Daniela Margot is, but I think she’s powerful and she’s definitely smart.  You want her on your side ok?  And she seems nice enough so that’s good news.  

LES

All right, Hamlet, what if I’m not nice to her?  It’s my dream too right I mean if I wanted to I-

HAMLET

It becomes not only a battle of imagination, but a battle of subconscious proportions too, both of which are the most dangerous things in the world.  Because, Les, there are no rules to either, no limits!  That’s why we love to dream!  That’s why we’re dreamers right!  I don’t think you’re anywhere near finished here.  Make sure to tell me about tonight because you are on your way to something… something else.  

OPEN INT. LES’S ROOM- NIGHT

Les Lights some incense, presses play on a stereo (sleep techno plays) and Les, still standing closes his eyes.  He stands there for a few seconds then smiles slightly.  He sits on his bed for a few more seconds, and then switches the light off.  BLACK. 

OPEN EXT. CORNFIELD- (DREAM) DAY 

(NO AUDIO) Les is lying on the ground.  He opens his eyes widely and stands up. To see Daniela on her tiptoes, peering over the stalks.  Les rises and tiptoes beside her.  Les sees a giant version of himself and Hamlet roaming through the field.  Daniela smiles at Les.  She has headphones on.  She takes the headphones off and hands them to Les.  He puts them on.  Daniela leads Les to the ground again and plugs the jack into the dirt.  Les smiles peculiarly.  No sound.  He shakes his head.  Daniela tilts her head disappointed.  Then her eyes lighten, she smiles, and snaps her fingers.  Upon the snap, awful screams are heard.

 “OH MY GOD NO AHH!”

Les looks around franticly then up at his giant self stepping on the shot.  BLACK.  Cut to-

Darkness.  
Daniela laughs hysterically.  

LES

You scared the piss out of me.  

DANIELA

Did you like my nightmare?  I made it just for you!  Hahaha!  

LES 

Nice yes, thank you.

DANIELA

I learned a new trick I think you’ll like.

LES

Ok.

DANIELA

Let’s go somewhere else first though.

LES

Let me pick…

Les reaches out in front of him to catch a remote control.  He aims it at the camera and clicks.  Cut to-

EXT. FOREST- (DREAM) DAY

Les throws the remote up into nowhere and smiles.  Les takes his headphones off and puts them in a pocket.  A couple piñatas are hanging from a couple trees.  A baseball bat drops into Les’s hand.  Daniela looks around.

DANIELA

It’s beautiful.  Did you make this place?  

LES

I’m not quite there yet, but I did add a little color here and there I think.

Daniela snatches the bat from Les and takes a swing at one piñata until milk spills out of it.

DANIELA

What is that?

LES

Oh, shoot, you hit the wrong one!  You’re supposed to hit the other one first!
Daniela takes a few swings at the other one.  Assorted cookies pour out in crumbs.

LES

Cookies!  …What, don’t like cookies?  Ridiculous, everyone likes milk and cookies.  

DANIELA

Ok, you ready for my trick?  Keep watching me!

Daniela lifts into nowhere.  Les’s shoes come down the place of hers.  Shot pans up to a full view of Daniela as Les

DANIELA

I’m you!  

LES

Teach me that!

DANIELA

Ok!  Just remember what I look like… do you got it?

LES 

Yeah.

DANIELA 

Now you gotta picture me in your mind.  K?  Now see yourself as like a tiny little ghost and just fly into me.  When you see darkness, just open your eyes!  Slowly though, it’s really easy to wake up from this.  

Shot pans over to Les who has become Daniela.
DANIELA

OH MY GOSH YOU DID IT!  First time too!  Haha, this is so weird!  And you can do this with whoever you want!

LES

Whoa.  I can’t wait to tell Hamlet.  Have you tried animals?  

DANIELA

Yeah, it’s no fun, kinda lame.  I woke up a few seconds after anyway so just stick with people.    

LES

This is really weird.  So I’ve been meaning to ask you, how did you find me?

DANIELA

Just another little trick of mine.  I’ll show you sometime.  You have a real gift for dreaming, you know that?  It’s really amazing the things you’re doing.  We’ve only been asleep for like 30 seconds too!  Oh don’t look at your watch!  You’ll wake up, silly!  There’s no time in dreams, time’s a limit, a sequence.  Sequence doesn’t belong here!  Like here, do you remember your phone number, street address..?

Les shakes his head and starts to smile slowly.

LES

What else doesn’t exist here?

DANIELA

Well… anything logical pretty much.  Any boundary or blockade you can think of.  Unless, that is, if you wanted them too.  It’s our dream.

LES

What if I wanted something that you didn’t?

DANIELA

Ah, we’d just have to see who wanted it the most.

LES

… I see-

DANIELA

Put your headphones back in.

LES

Uh, ok.

Les walks over to Daniela to pull the headphones from his pocket and puts them on.  A phone starts ringing.  Les turns back into Les and reaches into his pocket and pulls out his cell phone, then another cell phone from another pocket.  Then another, and another, and another.  Cut to-

OPEN INT. LES’S ROOM- NIGHT
Les stretches a bit out of sleep and reaches over his bed and grabs a ringing cell phone.  He balances it on his face before answering:

LES

Which one is mine?

RILEY

(Frantic) what?

OPEN INT. RILEY’S HOUSE- NIGHT

Les is running up to the door.  He swings it open and runs inside.

RILEY
 (From another room) In here!

Les runs into the room where the voice came from.  Riley is next to Elly who has collapsed on the couch.  She is moaning.

RILEY

Ramano dropped her off here and bolted.  

LES

Why here?

RILEY

Didn’t want her parents getting mad at him.

LES

Where are your parents?  

RILEY

They’re gone.  I don’t know what to do-

LES

Ok, turn her over.  

They turn Elly onto her side facing them.  They both react to the smell.

LES

(Under his breath) Vodka.  Has she thrown up?

RILEY

No, she’s had a couple close calls though.

LES

(Too upset to form a sentence)… Ramano.  Ok, we just need to…

Les pulls his hand out from underneath Elly’s head and finds blood.

LES (CONT)

Why the hell is she bleeding?

RILEY

I don’t know I didn’t know she was, where’s it coming from?  Is it coming from her head?

LES

Yeah, we gotta keep her awake in case she’s got a concussion.  Concussed and drunk is not a good place to be.  Elly!  Elly, stay with us ok?  You can’t go to sleep right now, we’re going to sit you up.

ELLY

(Nearly gone) But I’m tired.

 LES

I know, but you can’t go to sleep ok.  We’re going to give you a half hour then you can go to sleep.  Elly!  You can’t go to sleep!  If you go to sleep you could die!  If you sleep you die!
RILEY

(Overwhelmed, silently) Oh my God.

LES

We can’t keep her up… Riley, I might know a way I can save her, but I need to be alone with Elly ok?

RILEY

I’m not leaving her.

LES 

It’s like hypnosis and I can’t do it when other people are around, we’re losing her!  Do you know that?  We are losing her!  Now this is the only thing we can do.

INT. BEDROOM AT RILEY’S- NIGHT

Les is carrying Elly into the bedroom.  Riley shuts the door behind him regretfully.  Les lies Elly on the bed then lies down next to her and closes his eyes.  Camera rests on him for a few seconds then fades to BLACK.

EXT. HILLTOP FROM SCENE 1- (DREAM) DAY

Les is standing at the hilltop as before.  He opens his eyes in a panic.  

LES

DANIELA!  DANIELA I NEED YOUR HELP!

Daniela rises from the opposite side of the hill.

DANIELA 

Boo!  Haha I just started REM what do you-

LES

(Frantic) a friend of mine is in trouble and I need to wake her up.  How do I get into her dreams?  Like you get into mine, how do you do it?

DANIELA

Oh, oh ok.  Um first you have to close your eyes and not wake up like you’re going to turn into someone.  Then imagine your friend, how she looks right now, where she is, what her room looks like.  Now think of what you think she thought of today.  Did you get that?  Think her thoughts.  You have to relax more or this won’t work ok?  Were you with her at all today?

One second flashback of Les, Elly, and the gang walking downtown, the one legged fight.

LES

Yes.

DANIELA

Good, now keep those thoughts in your head and remember what you did with her today.  Remember the things she would remember.

Elly lying down in between Riley and Les as they’re bouncing on one leg in the clearing.

DANIELA (CONT)

Do you see her??

LES

Yes.  

DANIELA

Take her hand and GO!

On “go” Elly snatches Les’s hand and begins to pull him Cut to-
EXT. OVERPASS ABOVE TRAFFIC- (DREAM) DAY

Les is looking around, absorbing his location.  He sees Elly running toward the overpass.  

LES

Elly!  ELLY get back here!  Elly!

Les takes a sprint toward Elly who has reached the overpass.  Elly begins to throw plums at Les to divert him, but he persists.  When he reaches her, she is almost folded 90 degrees over the rail.

LES (CONT)

Ellly, stop that.  Come back with me ok.  Elly can you hear me?

ELLY

(Sarcastic, annoyed) Yes, Les I can hear you.  You want me to come back with you.

LES

So why don’t you? 

ELLY

I don’t know.  Just don’t want to I guess.  You need to stop being so pushy.  It’s cute that you’re trying to protect me, but maybe you need to respect my judgment a little more.  How did you get here anyway?

LES

Ok, I promise I will.  But I love you too much to let you jump that rail.

ELLY

... Oh you love me do you?  You love me?

LES

Yeah, why do you think I’m here?

ELLY

I wasn’t sure-

On that line she nearly falls over the rail, Les catches her.  Elly looks down on the traffic in horror and a new sense of awareness.  She turns into Les’s shoulder and begins to cry.

ELLY (CONT)

Thank you.  Now wake me up.  I just want to wake up.  Wake me up.  

LES

Just count to 10.

Elly looks at him.  BLACK.  Cut to-

INT. OUTSIDE BEDROOM AT RILEY’S- NIGHT
Riley is sitting with his back up against the door, head down.  He hears crying coming from inside so he quickly stands and swings open the door.  He stands solid for a while before dropping to his knees, still overwhelmed.  Les is holding Elly who is crying subtly in his arms.  Fade to BLACK.

OPEN EXT. HOSPITAL PARKING LOT- DAY

Les is sitting outside against a wall.  He looks nervous.  Riley exits the hospital.  Les stands up.  Riley sits next to him so Les sits back down.

RILEY

She’s ok, but they’re having her stay a day and a night to make sure there’s no… internal bleeding- hemorrhaging.

LES

(Irritated) … But besides the hemorrhaging she’s ok?

RILEY

That’s what they said.

LES

I wish we could talk to her about what happened.

RILEY

No use, she couldn’t even tell the doctors her phone number.

LES

Do her parents know?

RILEY

Yeah I called them, then a doctor called them.  They’re coming down here after they run some errands.  That’s love.  

LES

Sick.  (Pause) did you tell Ramano?

RILEY

If that douche-bag cares enough, he’ll call her.  I got her cell phone.  It’s just too bad he’ll have to hear it from me.  

LES

Well maybe we should call him so he can tell us what happened.

RILEY

I think we already know what happened.  

LES

So you’ve given this some thought.  

RILEY

Yeah!

LES

I want to know what happened though, I don’t want to just assume!  Maybe it’s different, we don’t know.  How about this; I give Ramano a call and we’ll see what he tells me because as far as he’s concerned, I don’t know anything.  

Riley nods.  Les gets out his cell and calls Ramano.  It rings for a long time.  Les shakes his head.

RAMANO

(Hung over, perhaps still drunk) Yeah?

LES

Ramano, what’s goin’ on man?

RAMANO

I’ve got a hell of a headache and a BAC of 17, what are you up to?

LES

Aw, tough break man.  I wanted to hang out today and I can’t get a hold of Elly, do you know where she is?

(Pause).

LES (CONT)

…Because she told me last night she might hang out with you after her concert I was wondering if she told you anything- where she might be today or something?

RAMANO

No, no we didn’t even hang out.

LES

So she’s been missing for all of last night and today?

RAMANO

No, I mean I saw her, we just didn’t hang out.

LES

Well where’d you see her?

RAMANO

Look dude, I don’t know where she is, but I wish you the best of luck ok?

Click.

LES

We’ll just talk to Elly and see what she remembers when she gets out of here.

RILEY

…Yeah.  It’ll be ok.  I’m gonna go home.  

LES

Riley.  I think … you should just stay away from Ramano for now- until we really know what happened you know?  Just so you don’t regret anything.  Then if what we think happened is true then.. well then we’ll see.

RILEY

No, don’t worry.  I threw them away.  You just want me to drop you off at your place?

LES

Actually…

OPEN EXT. OPEN FIELD- EVENING

HAMLET is staring at Les intently as they sit under a tree.

HAMLET

… You’re saying that you were in Elly’s dream?

LES

Yeah, I brought her out of a concussion, almost death I think.  

HAMLET

Daniela taught you that?

LES

Yeah, I called her from my dream when I started REM, she met me and told me what to do.  It was so strange, it had something to do with sharing a memory with Elly then when I was in the memory, I had to grab her arm and take her into my dream.  But instead Elly took my hand.  Then all of the sudden I was somewhere else.  It was like she knew what she was going to do, where she was going to go, but she didn’t want to come with her and when she saw me, she grabbed me.  I think she knew that I would stop her.

HAMLET

Incredible.  Will you come and visit me one of these nights?  

LES

Sure I guess I could.  I gotta get going though, I’m going over to Ramano’s.

HAMLET

To do what, Les?  

LES

(Smiling) investigate!

HAMLET

Hm, be careful.  Will I see you in church tomorrow?

LES

I don’t know, I hope so.  We’ll see what happens tonight.

HAMLET

Don’t idolize your dreams, Les.  That’s a gift you wanna keep, you hear me?  Oh, and have you learned how to shape-shift yet?

LES

Yeah actually, Daniela showed me how to do that a couple nights ago.  Do you have anymore of that incense on you, I’m down to stubs?

HAMLET

 (Handing Les a couple sticks of incense) that’s fun stuff right there.  Good night.

EXT. OUTSIDE RAMANO’S HOUSE- DAY
Les is approaching the front door.  He stops and looks into Ramano’s car.  There is a bloodstain on the passenger window and seat of the car.  Riley shoves the front door open, exiting the house.  Riley walks over to his car, not even acknowledging Les.  Ramano exits the house after Riley.

RAMANO

Ah come on, Riley you act like she’s dead or something.  We were just having a good time, why do you have to be such a prick about it?

Riley opens his trunk and looks up at Ramano who sees Les.

RAMANO (CONT)

Whoa, what’s in the trunk?  Les?  Make sure Riley doesn’t do anything stupid.

Les doesn’t know what to do.

Riley reaches into the trunk secretly and pulls out an empty syringe.  He pumps it behind his back and tucks in his belt.

LES

Riley, what’d he do?

RILEY

… Something I can forgive him for. 

RAMANO

What?

LES

What did he do though?

RILEY

(Approaching Ramano) It doesn’t matter.  Heh, obviously he’s not going to drink and drive again.

LES

What?

RAMANO

Absolutely, we all make mistakes, I learned from mine-

RILEY

And there’s no way I can prove that those condoms in your trashcan were used for Elly.

RAMANO

They weren’t!

LES

You repulsive freak!

RILEY

I’m sure Elly will let us know when she regains consciousness anyway.  And if they were used for her, she’ll press charges and that’ll be that.

RAMANO

Right… well… ok look.  The thing was… I just didn’t want to get her pregnant ok?  You guys should be thanking me!

Riley reaches behind his back as Les charges and lands a right across Ramano’s jaw.  Ramano stumbles back in shock.  Les lands another right then brings Ramano’s head down on his knee.  Ramano collapses.  Out cold.  Les bends over to catch his breath.

RILEY

Les?

LES

Do you think I could get a ride home please?

RILEY

You bet, dude.  Are you ok, is your hand ok? …Man, I didn’t know you could do something like that.  That came out of nowhere.

Riley walks to the driver’s side of his car and drops the syringe discretely on the ground.

LES

Yeah.  I guess I was saving it up.

RILEY

Well you spent it wisely.

OPEN EXT. RILEY’S NEIGHBORHOOD- DAY

Riley is jogging.  He passes a girl on a bench with a bag of groceries.  She looks identical to Daniela Margot, except dressed more casually/modern.  This is Faye Villis.
FAYE

Riley!  Where you goin’ stud?

RILEY

Whoa, hey there.  I’m just running.  You waiting for someone?

FAYE

No…

RILEY

Well what are you doing then?

FAYE

It’s pretty lame, but I just got some food.  I was coming back from the store.  Yeah, didn’t really see a dip in the ground and totally twisted the shit out of my ankle.  

RILEY

Haha, you’re right that is pretty weak.  I’m sorry I don’t remember your name.

FAYE

Faye.  It’s ok.

RILEY

Do you want me to get some ice or anything?  

FAYE

That would rock, my house is actually right there, the beige one.  Thanks dude.

Cut to- Riley approaching Faye with a bag of ice.  

FAYE (CONT)

Ah, excellent.  Thanks hero.  I guess this makes twice in a week right?

RILEY

What- Why do you say that?

FAYE

I heard about Elly.  Pretty intense.  What happened anyway?

RILEY

Yeah well I was kind of forced into the situation- what did you hear?

FAYE

I just heard that Ramano dropped her off at your place, prick, she was bleeding from the head.  Concussion and stuff so you took her to the hospital and now she’s gonna be fine.  How close am I?

RILEY

Fairly.  Yeah I’m still trying to calm down from it actually.

FAYE

(Smiling slightly) hm.

RILEY

What’s hm?  I’m not carrying you to your house, sorry.

FAYE

Haha, no it’s… you handle yourself pretty well is all.  

RILEY

Thank you-

FAYE

Very confidently.

RILEY

Ha, funny you should say that, Les and I just got into a discussion about confidence yesterday.  

FAYE

Oh good, you guys still hang out.  He never really opened up to anyone did he?  So freakin’ mysterious.  Too weird for me.  His type, the quiet type you know come off as arrogant don’t you think?  Sort of self-righteous isolation right?  

RILEY

Yeah you could say that I guess.  I mean he ain’t bad at all, he’s a smart kid-

FAYE

Doesn’t he hang around with that English teacher too?

RILEY

Hamlet?

FAYE

Yeah!

RILEY

Yeah he does.  Not in a weird way or anything like that heh.  They’re totally cool they talk about dreams and thoughts and stuff like that.

FAYE

And that’s not weird? 

RILEY

Not for him it’s not.  I think personally, I think it’s a waste of time.  Dreams don’t affect anything in real life, so what’s the point in taking such interest in them right?

FAYE

So what do you take interest in?

RILEY

The body, Faye.  Haha, but seriously I love what it feels like to take care of myself.

FAYE

Ah, I see that.  Well I think I can stumble on home.  Thanks again for the ice, dude.

RILEY

You bet.

FAYE

Here’s my number.  Call me sometime, you can vent to me.  Cool?

RILEY

Sure.

OPEN EXT. RAMANO’S FRONT YARD- (DREAM) DAY

Riley walks out the front door.  He’s wearing the same basic color combinations as he was earlier that day, but not quite the same.  Ramano follows after him.  Les walks up to Ramano and grab his arm.

LES

This is your dream right?

RAMANO

What are you talking about?

LES

Riley, is this your dream or Ramano’s?

Riley gets a pair of nun-chucks from his trunk and speaks gibberish.

LES (CONT)

Good then.  What did you do to her, Ramano?

RAMANO

What are you talking about?

Les swings and hits Ramano.  It makes the sound of a gun shot.  Les reaches out and catches an actual gun.  He cocks it.  

LES

What did you do to Elly?

RAMANO

(Out of breath and unaware) Rape and I was driving and the fire hydrant was there so I swerved and her head hit the window really hard, but I didn’t want her parents-

Les pistol whips RAMANO.  He then drops the gun as Ramano goes down.  Les puts his hands around Ramano’s neck.  He looks up to see Daniela.

DANIELA

What ya’ doin’?

LES

Please go away.

DANIELA

Who’s that?

LES

(Starting to squeeze Ramano’s neck) Stop breathing.  Stop breathing.  Stop breathing.

DANIELA

This isn’t his dream too is it?  Tell me this is just your dream?  Les you’ll kill him for God’s sake!  Les you’re killing him.  Les?

LES

Stop breathing.

Les gets up and looks down at a dead dream Ramano.  

LES (CONT)

I gotta go, I need to see Elly.  You shouldn’t come.

DANIELA

Who do you think you are?

LES

Les Becker.  And this is Les Becker’s dream.  See I don’t have to share it anymore.  But I have to go.

OPEN- OVERPASS- (DREAM) NIGHT

Les and Elly are sitting on the overpass.

ELLY

Did you mean that?

LES

You keep asking that, Yes.  Otherwise I wouldn’t have done anything.  

ELLY

You mean saving me?

Les pauses and swallows. 

LES

Elly, I killed Ramano.

ELLY 

… Are you freakin’ crazy?!

LES

Not in real life, in his dream.  I crossed over to his dream tonight and I was in his memory I think.  But I choked him.  

ELLY

So this was just a dream?

LES

I don’t know.  Yes it was a dream, it was our dream, just like this one.  But since he didn’t know it was a dream, I’m not sure about how real he made it- how far he took it.

ELLY

Oh.  So if he is… then he just won’t wake up.  Les I shouldn’t have gotten you into this, I’m so sorry, Les.  I don’t know why I did those things.  I don’t know why I went to his house I don’t know why I accepted the drink.  I’m sorry I had to do that to us.  I’m still just a screwed-up little girl after all.  I’m not sure that’ll ever change.  …How’s Riley doing?

LES

He’s fine.  He went over to Ramano’s today.  I don’t know what his intentions were, but I think I stole them- I ended up actually taking a few swings at Ramano.

ELLY

Mmm, masculinity.  Oh, no I’m waking up.  Thank you for dreaming with me.

LES

Bye.

Elly gets up and leaves.  Daniela takes her place.

DANIELA

Look, I’m really impressed by you.  You’re an amazing dreamer.  But if I’d known the things you were going to do with the things I taught you, I wouldn’t have taught you.

LES

He deserved it-

DANIELA

Probably!  But we are the compassionate ones.  His judgment should not be up to us.  That’s not what dreams are for.  You really hurt me when you did that you know.  I’m not sure I can trust you anymore.  This gift is going to go to your head and it’s going to change you.  You’re going to be ugly.  And I wish I wasn’t so afraid to try and stop you.  But it is the right thing to do.  So you’re going to meet me at the hill tomorrow night and we’ll decide who goes where.  Good night, Les.

Daniela tosses Les a broken piñata. 

OPEN INT. RILEY’S ROOM- DAY

Riley is very still on a phone.  He’s holding the free weight he’s been lifting.  His expression is grim.  Les is holding a yo-yo or a toy of some kind in mid-play.  Riley slowly looks up at Les.

RILEY

Ramano didn’t wake up this morning.  Les, he stopped breathing while he slept…

LES

Oh, God…

RILEY

Les?  Les what the hell did you do?  You didn’t go over there did you?

Les shakes his head.

RILEY (CONT)

What happened?  Did you do this?

LES

(Looking for words or an explanation or just anything) I… yes.  Holy God, I killed Ramano.  I was in his dream-

RILEY

Don’t say that.  Things don’t happen like that, something else happened-

LES

Riley!  I killed Ramano in his dream.  He confessed- (lowering his voice) and I choked him.  I kept saying, “Stop breathing, stop breathing,” and…  

RILEY

Wh- HOW?  That doesn’t make any sense!  
LES

Riley!  RAMANO.. IS .. DEAD!  It’s like hypnotism remember.  It’s how I brought Elly back, except opposite.

RILEY

But if that’s what happened, you have no.. witnesses, no evidence-

LES

Daniela, Daniela saw me.

RILEY

Who the hell is Daniela?

LES

She’s… who the hell is Daniela??  

Cut to- Riley and Les slam a yearbook down on his floor, Les starts rifling through it.  After a few seconds he finds her.

LES

There!  Daniela Margot, that’s her.

RILEY

Uhh, no it’s not, dude.  I saw that chick yesterday her name is uh, shit I always forget it.. here, “Faye Villis”  But yeah, lucky you she gave me her number.

LES

No, no this is the girl who keeps coming into my dreams, she says her name is Daniela Margot.  In order to get into someone’s dream you have to have a memory with them so I have to have been somewhere with her…

RILEY

Did you have a class with her or anything?

LES

I don’t- maybe freshman year or something.  But that wouldn’t make any sense, it has to be a recent memory like one we’d be having at the same time.  Like within that day.

RILEY

Well you should call her!

LES

I gotta call her!

RILEY

Yeah, man I’ll be right back.

Cut to- Riley hands the phone to Les after dialing and stares in anticipation.

FAYE

Rrriley-

LES

 Actually, sorry, actually this is his friend, Les.

FAYE

Oh.  Ok, calm down, dude, what’s going on?

LES

Have you… heard anything about Ramano lately?

FAYE

Um, well I heard that he got Elly pretty messed up and drove her to Riley’s drunk, got in an accident on the way or something, but Riley got her to a hospital-

LES

Is this Daniela Margot?

FAYE

Oh, no actually this is Faye I think you have the wrong number-

LES

Oh, no this is right, I just got confused- listen we- you didn’t happen to see me the other day did you?

FAYE

Umm, nope I haven’t seen you since English Class sophomore year.  You ok?

LES

Yeah, I’m good.  Cool, it was probably just someone that looked like you then.  Uh, sorry for stealing your number, I’m over a Riley’s and he told me that he ran into you and I thought I did too so… anyway-

FAYE

Crazy.  Well, have a good day, Les ok?  Peace.

LES

Yeah.  Bye.  

Click.

LES (CONT)
Awkward.

RILEY

Told you dude.  Listen though she’s probably just part of your head- like part of your dreams, your dream girl even.  Frankly, I don’t blame you-

LES

Dude!

RILEY

Fine, whatever.  But look, the douche-bag is dead, and we are clean.  We’ll be called in for questioning, but we just tell the truth-

Cut to- a still image of an empty syringe lying on the street beside Ramano’s house.

RILEY (CONT)

-Shit… 

LES

What?  You’re right we got nothing to worry about they can’t link a few blows to a fatal case of sleep apnea.

RILEY

I didn’t throw them all away, Les.  I was going to kill him, I was going to pump air into him, but you hit him before I could get to him so before I took you home, I dropped it on the ground by his driveway.  We’re screwed, what are we going to do?  We’re screwed.

LES

I can’t believe this.  God, she was right, I shouldn’t have done this.  

RILEY

Can you go into someone’s head and fix this?  Is there any way to just… fix this?

LES

Who’s head, Riley?!  Who’s freakin’ head do you want me to go into?!  You want me to choke the Chief of freakin’ Police in his sleep too?

RILEY

I don’t know ok!  I don’t know.  Look.  If I get turned in the cops are going to find out what I used to do and who my boss was.  My boss WILL come after me, Les.  And he WILL find me.  Then I’m dead.  The boss is a nice guy, I mean he trusted that I wouldn’t rat him out when he let me go-

LES

Would you?  Would you rat him out?

RILEY

No, I don’t think I would-

LES

Then you don’t have to worry about your boss coming after you right?

RILEY

I don’t know.  He’ll know when I get arrested.  Let me think.  But I won’t tell them anything, I’ll just say I had a syringe on me from my allergy shots.  I was careful when I worked for him.  I didn’t leave any messes, any witnesses, the cops won’t find anything.  I mean the autopsy will even show that injection had nothing to do with it right?  It was just an allergy shot.

LES

…What about me?  I know what you did.  He won’t know about me would he?

Riley hesitates.

LES (CONT)

He doesn’t even know I exist does he?  Riley you didn’t tell him about me did you?

RILEY

No!  God, no.

LES

Well, ok.  Do you have anymore syringes?  

RILEY

No, I only kept that one.  I don’t know what for.

LES

Ok.  Just lay low for a while until they find the thing.  I need to talk to Hamlet.  We’ll be in touch, I won’t let them take you ok?  And we’re chilling with Elly when she gets out this afternoon, don’t forget.

RILEY

Yeah, lay low.  

LES

Hey, Riley?

RILEY

What.

LES

Pray.

OPEN- EXT. UNDER A TREE- DAY

Hamlet is leaned up against a tree talking to Les, assumingly.

HAMLET

Well let’s see.  This is tricky.  I haven’t really thought about any of this in a while.  He’s the only one linking everything together right?  I mean he’s the only one who knows anything?  Does he know who I am, beyond the obvious?  That’s good.  So here’s what’s going to happen.  They’ve found the syringe by now no doubt.  They’re waiting for an autopsy on Ramano to confirm a needle prick or heart failure, which won’t happen.  They’ll call you in for questioning anyway, guess why.  About six months ago now, there was a three month period where the children of very powerful individuals would turn up dead somewhere, poked with an empty syringe an pumped full of air.  There were never any suspects.  Until last night.  Riley.  You, in one way or another, will take them straight to me.  Especially if Les squeals on you.

RILEY

What, then we’d both be dead for sure, you know I wouldn’t-

HAMLET

They’d trace you, they’d make some connections, ask some questions, and boom I’m in the crosshairs.  We just have to convince Les to testify for you.  They don’t know he was there, so tell them.  He’ll be pulled in for questioning so convince him to testify for the allergy shot angle and they’ll have to believe him.  Alright, alright?  It’s going to be ok, Riley, don’t worry.  Elly gets out of the hospital today, you should go visit her.   

RILEY

So wait, I just gotta make sure Les testifies for me?

HAMLET

That’s it.  Be persuasive.  He’ll probably ask me about it, I’ll convince him too.  We’re clear, Riley.  Don’t worry.  One more thing though… you said that Les killed Ramano in his dream?

RILEY

Yeah, I don’t know, man sounds too crazy to me.
HAMLET

Yeah.  It probably is.
Camera pans to where Riley was.  Les is in his place.

LES 

It is.

HAMLET

You weren’t in church this morning.  What kept you?

LES

I planned on coming-

HAMLET

Sometime you’re going to get to a point, Les, where you’ve dwindled away everything; your compassion, your happiness, your conscience.  You’re vices will catch up with you and God will be all you have.  People like to say that that Jesus stuff is just for the good people.  But damn-it Les, we need Him more than they do.  I’ll see you.
OPEN- EXT. DOWNTOWN BRIDGE- EVENING

Elly, Riley, and Les are walking and chatting.

ELLY

It was just so boring.  That was the worst part about it.  I would even ask for extra pain killer to put me out so I didn’t have to be conscious I was so BORED.

RILEY

Haha, that sucks.  So what do you think about what happened to Ramano?

Elly glances at Les.

ELLY

I think it happened too late.  I know that’s cold of me, but it just seems like karmic revenge as opposed to divine intervention.  He won’t do what he did to me to anyone else, yeah, but I don’t know that he would have.  He was a moron, but he had a conscience.

LES

Did he?

ELLY

Oh come on, Les, everyone does it just gets silenced from all the neglect sometimes.

RILEY

Seems weird to me.  People just do stuff sometimes.  Sometimes it’s dumb sometimes it’s smart, sometimes it’s nothing.

ELLY

Ha, you really think the human mind is that simple?

RILEY

I think that humans are that simple, yeah.

ELLY

Huh.  

ELLY and RILEY

Les?

Laughter.

LES

Yes?

ELLY 

Go for it, Riles.

RILEY

I was just gonna say that I need to talk to you sometime tonight.

ELLY

Weird.

LES

What?

ELLY

Ha, I was going to say the same thing.

LES

You’re both so secretive.  Ok, Elly, just drop Riley off first and come over and talk.  Then I’ll call you when she leaves.

ELLY and RILEY

Cool.

LES

You both need to stop that right now.

Laughter.

OPEN- INT. LES’S ROOM- NIGHT
Les is lying on the floor, Elly sits on his bed.

LES

Yes, I love you.

ELLY

Well I thought we could beat around the bush for a few minutes first, but this is fine.

LES

My house, my rules.  I’m going to keep going.  Yes, I’ve realized that you haven’t responded with anything that doesn’t question my sincerity, which is a beating around the bush way of saying that you’re flattered but not interested, whatever, it’s ok.  Beyond that, yes I.. killed Ramano, no I don’t feel good about it, but I feel worse about what he did to you.  Yes, it was more for me than it was for you.  

ELLY

Selfish.

LES

I agree, moving on-

ELLY

You have this memorized.

LES

Rehearsed it.  Look.  It’s ok that you don’t love me too, it’s better that way, with Riley and everything.  But more than that, I just want to dream with you.  I love dreaming with you.  I love sitting on an overpass with you and watching pterodactyls fly by beneath us.  That’s all I really want.
ELLY

I love you too.  

Les smiles slightly, caught by surprised.  He sits next to her on his bed and goes in slowly for a kiss.  Elly looks down and pulls his head in so their foreheads are touching. 

ELLY (CONT)

Only in the dreams.

Les looks at her then backs up.

LES

You want to hide this?  Do you realize what a terrible and juvenile decision that is?

ELLY

Wait, Les you’re overreacting-

LES

Look I don’t want to even bother with this if we have to do it secretively.  Secrets shred lives, Elly, don’t convince me otherwise-

ELLY

 You’re so fickle!
LES

No, no I’m not, I’m conclusive.  It’s a different flaw.  I’m sorry I’m so confused right now.  Honestly I’m in no position to have these feelings for anybody.  I’m guilty because of them, but they’re there.  

ELLY

So… what then?

LES

I need to think, I’m not throwing you in the middle of anything-

ELLY

(Angrily) oh you’re not?

LES

No, I said I love you and I love you, but I just don’t know what to do.  Everything will all be different when you wake up anyway.

ELLY

What does that mean?

LES

Let me.  Could you just let me think please?  I’ll see you on the overpass.

ELLY

Ok, Les.  Thank you by the way.

Les nods.  Elly exits.  Les grabs the phone and dials.

RILEY

Les, I’m coming over buddy, stay awake.

LES

Ok, later.

Click.

OPEN EXT. OUTSIDE LES’S HOUSE- NIGHT

Riley and Les are sitting against a wall outside Les’s house.  Les is staring at Riley intently.

LES

You’re completely crazy, medically I mean you are mentally unstable, do you realize this?

RILEY

No, no it’s a good idea I have it all planned out.  It would work!

LES

I have nothing to say to this, no.  I will not!  

RILEY

Are you my friend or not-

LES

That has nothing to do with this!

RILEY

It has everything- you are the main part of this!  You are the what’s it uh- ex-mechanic-

LES

Dues ex machine, I can’t believe you just said ex-mechanic.

RILEY

Not the point-

LES

It’s not even in context-

RILEY

This is my life man!  This is my life! 
LES

… (Giving in) Fine!  Fine Riley your life, your problem, your crazy messed up plan.

RILEY

Yes!  It’ll work!

LES

I want to talk to you about something else now.  You know how easy it is to fall in love with Elly right?

RILEY

Well yeah- no!  Les…

LES

No listen to me just shut your mouth and listen.  You know we would be happy together, but you…
RILEY

I’m your friend which is why I’m going to tell you to stop this thought process right now!  Do not fall in love with her, man!  She’s not ready, especially for you.  Did Friday night mean anything to you?  Come on Les. 

LES

Good night Riley.  I’ll be seeing you.
OPEN INT. RILEY’S ROOM- DAY (FLASHBACK)

RILEY
Well you should call her!

LES

I gotta call her!

RILEY

Yeah man, I’ll be right back.

Riley exits.  Les stares at Faye’s picture.  

LES

(Under his breath) English class.

Les flips to Hamlet’s picture it reads “Hamilton LeTroche” on the top, “English” at the bottom.

RILEY’S ROOM- DAY (FLASHBACK)

LES

Hey Riley?

RILEY

What.

LES

Pray.

EXT. HILLTOP- DAY (LES’S DREAM)

Les stands on top of the hill waiting for Daniela, approaching up the other side.  At Les’s side is a very confused and disoriented Riley, holding a piñata.
LES
Look, I don’t know who you are, but I trust you- no that doesn’t make sense, but I’m dreaming.  This is Riley.  He is dreaming, but he does not know it.  

DANIELA

This isn’t a babysitting job is it?

LES

Someone wants to kill him tonight.

DANIELA

He’s your friend?

LES

Yes, he is my friend.

RILEY

Hahaha, where am I dude?

DANIELA

So what, you’re going to go kill his killer before he kills Riley?  When does it stop, Les?
LES

Look… wait… I just got it!  Oh my God, I just got it!  All this time!  
DANIELA

…Um, what?

LES

…You’re Hamlet!    

DANIELA

Sorry?

LES

English class with me and Faye!  You’re Riley’s boss!

RILEY

Les we gotta go back, I left my shoes at your house, bro.

HAMLET

How’d you know I was his boss?

Les hesitates.

HAMLET (CONT)

Les? 

LES

(Overwhelming dismay) Oh no.  Riley, wake up!  Riley, you’re dreaming, wake up!

HAMLET

You’re waking up now?  What timing Les!

Hamlet smiles and knocks at the air to an audible KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK.

OPEN INT. LES’S ROOM- NIGHT

A very drunk and emotional Elly is knocking on Les’s window.  He wakes up, picks up the phone and runs to the door.  He opens it and pulls Elly in.

LES

Elly, you make me sick, come here.

Les dials the phone as Elly sobs in his arms.  Riley doesn’t answer.

LES (CONT)

Did you drive here?

Les looks outside to see a car parked halfway up his yard.  There is someone in the passenger seat.  

LES (CONT)

Who is that?  Elly, who’d you come here with?

Elly cannot respond.  Cut to- 
Les opens the car door.  The passenger is out.  He looks down at her purse by her feet, he digs through it for a wallet.  Les opens the wallet to find a license.

LES
(Hurried, under his breath) Daniela Margot… LeTroche?  You’re Hamlet’s daughter?  Hey, WAKE UP!  You’re Hamilton LeTroche’s daughter?

DANIELA LETROCHE

(Faintly) yes.

Les grabs her head and draws her into eye contact.

LES

(Fiercely) you will remember me!

Les runs inside.  He opens a box in his room and takes two pills from it.  He collapses onto his bed.

OPEN INT. A CHURCH- DAY (LES’S DREAM)

Les is standing at the pulpit.  He blinks a couple times and gains his surroundings.  Les runs through the doors and into the parking lot where Elly’s car is poorly parked.  It is night now.  Les runs to the car and opens the passenger seat.

LES

Remember me?

DANIELA MARGOT

Who are you?

LES

Come with me.

EXT. OVERPASS- DAY (LES’S DREAM)

Les runs to Elly sitting on the overpass.  He is holding Daniela Margot’s hand.  

ELLY

Les, I’m so sorry, I was just so stressed-

LES

Shut up!  I need to teach you something!

Cut to- Les holding Daniela’s hand running into a church.  Hamlet is waiting for them, eating a plum.

HAMLET

There you are… with a friend.

LES

So I suppose the idea was to convince me that “dream-killing” is wrong no matter what so when Riley shows up dead tomorrow, I will have to restrain myself and go about my business and I wouldn’t seek out his killer, which I would find to be you and go after your wife or I don’t know say, your daughter.

HAMLET

But oh well.

DANIELA MARGOT

Is that my dad?

LES

He only looks like your Dad.  He kills people, Daniela.  Is Riley gone?

HAMLET

Yes.  Thank you for teaching me the cool trick.  It’s so much easier, no witnesses, no cleanup. What do you plan on doing with her?  Do you really have the conscience for killing two people within the span of a few days?  I hired kids to kill kids and even I think that’s a little cold.
LES

I don’t have the conscience for one.  But when poor Daniela wakes up tomorrow, I’m going to tell her exactly what you are and what you’ve done.  She’s over at my house right now, Elly brought her to me.  Both drunk.  So I suppose you could wake up and go kidnap her.  But then again, (putting his hands around Daniela’s neck) I’ll do what I have to do.
Hamlet turns into Riley.  

HAMLET

Les, she’s the only innocent one in this.

Hamlet attacks Les, Les reaches into air for a weapon, after the blow.  They engage.

HAMLET (CONT)

(During combat) wait, what’s the point, we both know we’re dreaming?  

LES

Have you ever killed somebody while they know they’re dreaming?  Then how do you know it won’t work?

OPEN INT. LETROCHE HOME- DAY (LES’S DREAM)

Les opens the door and enters.  TRACEY LETROCHE approaches him.  She is a middle-aged woman, very cheerful and hospitable.

TRACEY

Hello, can I help you?

LES

Hello my name is Les.  I’m looking for Mr. Hamilton please?  Tracey listen to me!  Your husband is responsible for killing those kids a few months ago.  He hired Riley Bison to inject them with air, do you understand?

TRACEY

Oh, hi Les.  He ran to the bank, he should be back in a few minutes, would you like a sandwich or something to drink?  No.  It can’t be true, he said he stopped!  He promised he stopped!

LES

No thank you, I just wanted to drop in and say hi.  He didn’t and another kid is going to wake up dead tomorrow- well you know what I mean- if- 
TRACEY

Well it was nice to finally meet you.  He promised he stopped!

LES

I’m going to ask you for your cell phone number now.  I didn’t know why I did, but I did, when you give it to me, we will wake up.  I will call you and that is how you will know this is real, do you understand me, Tracey?  Hey, what’s your cell phone number in case I need to ask you where he is later?  I don’t know why he hasn’t given in and bought one yet, heh.

TRACEY

I understand.  Oh it’s ok I’m used to being the house secretary.  My number is-

Cut to- Les is up in his bed with his cell phone ringing.  

TRACEY (CONT)

(Clears her throat) hello?

LES

It’s real.

Cut to- Les and Hamlet are still battling.  They make their way through the church doors.  They find themselves on a familiar hilltop silhouetted against the sky.  

INT. LETROCHE BEDROOM- NIGHT

Tracey over Hamlet with a knife.

TRACEY

You lying bastard!

EXT. HILLTOP- DAY (DREAM)
Hamlet suddenly stops and stumbles back in shock.

LES

Waking up, Hamlet?

HAMLET

No.  Not waking up at all.  Hm.  Wouldn’t it be ironic if we all just woke up and all this was a dream?  Wouldn’t that be beautiful?
A child climbs up over the hill and takes Hamlet by the hand.  He then looks at Les.

CHILD

You don’t need to hide anymore.

Les changes into Elly.

HAMLET

When did he teach you?

ELLY

No time in dreams, Mr. Letroche.

The child leads Hamlet down the hill and out of the shot.

OPEN INT. LES’S HOME- NIGHT

Elly opens her eyes and looks up at Les as he holds her.  They are both crying.  

LES

Please don’t apologize.

ELLY

I’m sorry.

Les’s cell phone rings.

LES

Hello?

RILEY

Dude.  I can’t sleep.  Did my plan work?

LES

Riley?

RILEY

Yyyeah?  

LES

Riley!  No, God no, your plan failed miserably.  But we’re ok.  We’re just… 

Les watches Daniela Margot get out of the car disoriented and confused.

LES (CONT)

Waking up.

END

