1.
INT.
HOUSE.
DAY.

The doorbell is ringing, we see an old lady sitting at a table in the kitchen. She is reading a paper that is lying open on the table. As the bell rings again she looks out through the kitchen door and sees a shadow through the glass of the front door. She peers at the shadow for a moment and then slowly lifts herself from the chair. Very slowly she makes her way to the front door.

OLD WOMAN

Who is it?

VOICE FROM BEHIND THE DOOR

Mrs Richmond, I’m here to read your gas meter love.

MRS RICHMOND 

(Louder)

Who is it?

2.
EXT.
HOUSE.
DAY

GAS MAN

(Under his breath)

Fuck me, what a way to start the day. (Shouting) It’s the gasman love; I’m here to read your meter.

MRS RICHMOND

Who is it?

GAS MAN

Bending down and pushing open the letter box flap.  

Down here love, the letterbox.

MRS RICHMOND

I can hear you now, who are you?

GAS MAN

(Frowning)

I’m here to read your gas meter love, can I come in?

MRS RICHMOND

Hang on a minute

3.
INT.
HOUSE.
DAY.

We see the old woman slowly fumbling putting the chain across and onto the door. She is mumbling to herself all the time.











CUT TO

4.
EXT.
HOUSE.
DAY.

The shadow of the old lady begins to disappear as she makes her way back to the kitchen.

GAS MAN

What now.

He drops down to the letterbox again and watches as the old woman picks her glasses up off the kitchen table.

GASMAN

Wrong way love.

5.
INT.
HOUSE.
DAY.

The old woman slowly opens the door; it is on the chain. When the door opens it reveals the smiling face of Leo, the gasman.

LEO

Morning love, we got there in the end.

OLD WOMAN

(Frowning)

Do you have identification?

LEO

(Smirking and patting his bum)

I’ve got a birthmark the shape of a swan on my arse. My mother reckons she would recognise me anywhere.

MRS RICHMOND

What’s that, speak up.

LEO

(A look of resignation on his face, shouting)

I said I’m glad you asked, never can be too careful.

Leo opens his overcoat and unclips a badge that is on his jumper; he holds it to the gap in the door. It is snatched from his hand and the door is quickly closed. Leo pulls his hand away quickly.

LEO

Jesus take it easy love, you me nearly had my fingers off. (Quietly) Legalise euthanasia.


















CUT TO









The old woman takes the ID and holds it close to her face squinting as she does so, she then opens the door looks at Leo, back at the ID and then closes the door again.

6.
EXT.
HOUSE.
DAY

LEO

(Shouting)

I hate to rush you love but its freezing out here and I got another three streets to do today and…

Leo is cut short as the door slowly swings open; the old woman is making her way back to the kitchen.

7.
INT.
HOUSE.
DAY.

MRS RICHMOND

Come on in.

LEO

Great, can’t be too careful can you love.

Leo steps into the house, closing the door behind him he follows the woman to the kitchen. There are two cats rubbing around her legs. The kitchen is fairly untidy and by his face and manner you can tell there is a strong smell in the house.

8.
INT.
KITCHEN.
DAY

LEO

So where’s the meter love? I’ll get it read and let you get back to your paper.

MRS RICHMOND

My niece used to come and help around here but she don’t come anymore.

LEO

(Impatient, shouting)

No, why is that then? Busy with other things.

MRS RICHMOND

She’s dead, she had a stroke.

Mrs Richmond goes to the sink and fills the kettle; Leo is looking all around the place.

LEO

Never mind eh, so where’s this meter then?

MRS RICHMOND

On the toilet.

LEO

What, on the toilet. I’m here for the gas not the water love.

MRS RICHMOND

(Looking at Leo scornfully)

No my niece, when she had her stroke.  Sat there for seven hours, poor thing.

LEO

(Quietly)

Jesus, you can say that again. Must not have been a pretty sight, poor old ambulanceman.

MRS RICHMOND

So I was wondering if you could do me a little help, I put my washing out last night but forgot to bring it in. It’s ever so icy out there and I’d be afraid I’d fall.

LEO

(Smiles and puts his arm around her)

No problem love, point me the way.

9.
EXT.
GARDEN.
DAY

Leo is taking the washing down from the line; most of the washing is still frosted and stiff. As Leo continues taking it down he sees Mrs Richmond appear at the kitchen window, she reaches into a Silver Jubilee mug on the windowsill and takes a set of false teeth from it, she slowly puts them in her mouth.

LEO

(Laughing)

Jesus wept, I bet Mr Richmond had some fun with her in his day.

10.
INT.
HOUSE.
DAY.

Leo comes back into the house carrying the basket of clothes. He sets them down on the kitchen table and then proceeds to hold up a pair of Mrs Richmond’s knickers. The knickers are large and woolly. He turns them side ways and we see that they are frozen solid.

LEO

You best defrost these before you put them on, you’ll catch your death.

MRS RICHMOND

Saucy devil, the meters under the stairs. I’ll get you a quick cuppa before you go.

LEO

Good on yer love.

Leo goes into the hallway and opens the cupboard under the stairs; he pulls out his torch, takes the reading and goes back to the kitchen.

LEO

Right that’s me all done, now where’s this…

Leo is stopped short as Mrs Richmond brings the cup of tea to him.


















CUT TO

Windowsill.


















CUT TO

Leo’s face


















CUT TO

Cup of tea


















CUT TO

Windowsill



















CUT TO

Silver jubilee cup with Leo’s tea in it.

LEO

(Taking the cup from Mrs Richmond)

Lovely, just the job.

MRS RICHMOND

(Turning back to the sink)

Well you get it down you, I can’t stand here chatting all day

Leo stands for a moment looking at the cup, he looks around for someone to dispose of the tea, but there is nowhere apparent.

LEO

There’s someone at your door Mrs Richmond.

MRS RICHMOND

(Confused)

I never heard nothing.

LEO

(Smiling playfully and shouting)

Maybe the old hearing aid could do with boost.

MRS RICHMOND

I don’t have a hearing aid

LEO

(Under his breath)

Maybe you need one then.

Mrs Richmond leaves the kitchen and immediately Leo runs to the sink and tips the tea out, he looks inside the mug and his face shows a look of disgust. He quickly follows her out to the front door which she now has open.

LEO

No one there must be my radar needs sorting out.  Well I better get off, long way to go. Thanks for the tea.

MRS RICHMOND

Alright, you mind how you go.

11.
EXT.
STREET.
DAY.

Leo steps out and pulls his coat around him; he smiles to himself and moves on to the house right next door. 

12.  INT.
BOOKIES.
DAY

Leo is sitting on a chair, he is writing out a betting slip. He scans from one newspaper to the next that is pinned onto the wall. The papers display all the horses and dogs which are running at the various meetings. Leo puts the pencil down and makes his way to the counter. A woman in her early forties is behind the counter, she has lots of make up on and look likes a once attractive woman.

LEO

Alright Veronica

VERONICA

(Chewing gum)

Hi ya Leo, no luck yet?

Leo hands over his bet and the money as Veronica runs it through the machine.

LEO

Do I ever have any luck?

VERONICA

(Smiling)

Maybe you always waste money on the wrong filly.

LEO

That sounds like an offer.  Got a bit of form on one then.

VERONICA

You know me Leo, always keep my options open.

LEO

(Leaning up to the counter, smiling)

So what does your Ron say about that then?

VERONICA

Ron has another 18 months left to serve, he’s happier inside than he is out. What he doesn’t know can’t hurt him.

LEO

That’s nice but what he does know will probably seriously hurt others.

VERONICA

(Rubbing her hands sexily down her hips)

Wouldn’t I be worth it?

LEO

I played football for fifteen years home and away with never a serious knee injury, playing away now could put an end to that so as much as I am tempted I’ll give it a miss.

VERONICA

Why does everyone say that same thing?

LEO

(Playfully flirting)

Everyone, I’m gutted I thought you just fancied me.

VERONICA

Time waits for no one Leo and neither can I.

LEO

You’re a hot one girl.

Leo takes his race receipt and goes and stands in front of one of the televisions. A small balding man comes and stands next to him.

MAN

All right Leo, got one in this?

LEO

(Looking around)

All right Curly, yep you?

CURLY

Nah, knocked the gee gee’s on the head ain’t I.

LEO

Really why is that then?

CURLY

It was costing me a fortune. I guess I realised how foolish I was being.

LEO

(Not looking away from the screen)

I know the feeling, so what are you doing in here then. 

CURLY

Having a bet on the dogs.

LEO

(Looking at Curly)

What’s the difference then?

CURLY

I only give me word to the missus about the horses, never mentioned the dogs.

LEO

Oh right, that clears that up then.

13.
EXT.
BOOKIES.
DAY.

Leo comes out of the bookies cursing, he stands outside the door looks back into the bookies and screws up a betting slip and throws it on the floor.

LEO

More use as fucking candle wax.



14.
INT.
LEO’S HOUSE.

NIGHT

Leo comes through the front door, the sound of the television can be heard. Leo pops his head in the living room where a young girl is on the phone. She takes no notice off him and keeps talking. The house is tidy but fairly sparse, it is well lit and has a council house look to it.

LEO

(Sarcastically)

All right dad, nice day at work.















CUT TO

15. INT.

KITCHEN.

NIGHT

A woman is standing at the sink washing dishes, her whole manner is anger. She is washing the dishes carelessly and throwing them around.  We see Leo standing in the doorway of the kitchen.

WOMAN

(Without turning round)

I don’t know why you bother coming home at all.

LEO

All right Shaz. Glad to see you missed me.

SHARON

I suppose you lost it all again.

Leo moves into the kitchen and sits dejectedly at the table.

LEO

It was a bloody tip as well.

SHARON

(Shouting)

Shut up Leo, do think it makes any difference to me whether it was a tip or not, what do I care.  How much did you lose this time?

            LEO

Fifty quid.

SHARON

Oh Leo. How can you keep doing this to us?

LEO

(Apologetically)

I’m sorry Shaz.

SHARON

(Storming out beginning to cry)

I’m fed up with this Leo.

















CUT TO

16.
INT.
LEO’S BEDROOM.

NIGHT

Leo slowly looks through the partly open door, Sharon is sitting at a dressing table, she has her dressing gown on. He comes in slowly and stands behind her.

LEO

I’m sorry Shaz

SHARON

You’re always sorry Leo. You keep saying sorry, maybe it’s time you stopped having to say sorry.

LEO

I promise I’ll stop gambling, I’ll sort things out.

SHARON

Don’t say it Leo if you don’t mean it.

LEO

I swear this time, I don’t want to see you upset and I realise that my gambling upsets you.

SHARON

(Turning round on the stool)

I don’t mind you having the odd bet, you know I don’t.  It’s when you blow all our money. You just can’t pick them Leo, you never could.

LEO

(Bends and kisses her forehead)

I know, I mean it this time. No more gambling.

SHARON

Don’t promise something you can’t come up with.

LEO

(Holding up his hand)

Cross my heart, my love affair with the gee gee’s is over.

SHARON

We will see but I mean it Leo, it’s not fair, I do not want to live like this..

LEO

(Taking some magazines from behind his back)

I swear to you this time. Give me another chance. Look I brought you something to read. I am gonna have a quick shower.

SHARON

(Takes the mags)

Thanks but remember what I have said. I mean it Leo.





















CUT TO

17.
INT.
BATHROOM

NIGHT

Leo is in the shower, he is singing quietly as he washes.






















CUT TO

Sharon is lying on the bed, half under the covers. She has one of the magazines open and is reading away. Leo comes in through the door with a towel round his waist. He goes over to a set of drawers and with his back to the camera drops the towel and puts on a pair of pyjama bottoms he has taken from the drawer.

SHARON

(Not looking away from the mag)

Have a look at this Leo?

LEO

What is it?

SHARON

This fella dresses up as a woman, he’s married and the missus does not mind.

Leo comes round the bed and peers over Sharon as he has a look at the article.

LEO

Jesus, savagely beaten with the ugly stick though.

SHARON

He’s not that bad, he would pass for a woman.

LEO

Do me a favour, he’s got hands like shovels.

SHARON

Whatever, I think he looks very good.

LEO

(Coming around and getting into bed)

Anyone could look good with a bit of make up on them.

SHARON

(Laughing)

I suppose it’s easy to put it on then. Typical man, does not appreciate what we go through for you.

LEO

I don’t mean that but it can’t be that hard.

SHARON

Go on then you have a go

LEO

What do you mean?

SHARON

(Getting out of bed)

I’ll nip down and make us a cuppa; you see what you can do with my make up kit over there.

LEO

Are you kidding?

SHARON

(Smiling, goes over and starts messing with her make up bag)

Nope, right come over here. This is lipstick.

LEO

I’m not doing this.

SHARON

Come on, it will be a bit of fun.

LEO

Fun for who?

SHARON

(Sexy smile)

You never know you might enjoy it. Right this is lipstick.

LEO

(Coming over to the dressing table)

Do me a favour, I’m not that thick.

SHARON

(Holding each up individually)

This is Mascara, lip liner, eyeliner and foundation.

LEO

(Turning to go back to bed)

Forget this, you’re taking the piss.

SHARON

I am not. Come on Leo, it will be a bit of fun.

LEO

(Coming back to her)

A bit of fun eh?

SHARON

(Goes over to her wardrobe)

And finally. Just to finish it off.

Sharon turns and hands Leo a blonde curly wig.

LEO

Your mothers syrup

SHARON

(Laughing)

I will take my mag make the tea and be back up in twenty minutes, OK?

LEO

(Holding up the wig)

Is this clean? Your mothers the only woman I know whose syrup’s got dandruff.

SHARON

(Frowning)

Don’t be so rotten, of course it is. Twenty minutes right.

Sharon takes the magazine and leaves the room, closing the door behind her. Leo sits down in front of the dressing table and places the wig on his head. He blows himself a kiss in the mirror.




















CUT TO

18.
INT.
KITCHEN.

NIGHT

Sharon is sitting at the kitchen table, she has the magazine open in front of her and she is smoking a cigarette.




















CUT TO

We have a close up of lips, Leo’s lips as he carefully tries to put on the lipstick. We watch as he smudges it.

LEO

Fuck.

















CUT TO

Sharon is at the work unit; she is pouring water into the two cups. She goes to the fridge and takes out a pint of milk; she puts some into the cups. She puts the milk back in the fridge and then looks up at the clock on the wall.

SHARON

(Smiling and to herself)

Time’s up Leo.





















CUT TO

Sharon knocks gently on the bedroom door.

SHARON

You ready?

LEO

(From behind the door)

As ready as I’ll ever be.

Sharon pushes open the door; Leo is standing there. He has a dressing gown on and the wig on. His face is very heavily done up. Sharon comes in and closes the door and puts the cups down. As soon as she does she starts laughing.

LEO

Well, what do you think?

SHARON

(Still laughing, she comes up close to him)

If I did not know it was you I would not have recognised you. I am impressed.

LEO

Close your eyes?

SHARON

Why?

LEO

Just close them.

Sharon closes her eyes; the camera now shuts along with Sharon’s eyes. We hear Leo’s voice.

LEO

Ok, you can open them.

The camera opens with Sharon’s eyes, we see Leo lying on the bed with stockings and suspenders on. Sharon bursts out laughing.

LEO

(Smiling)

Hung for a sheep, hung for a lamb.

SHARON

(Comes over to the bed)

I wish I had my camera handy.

LEO

(Getting up)

Well how do I look?

SHARON

Not bad, a touch hairy.

LEO

I feel quite sexy in all this clobber.

Leo stands up next to Sharon. He gently kisses her and she responds. She pulls away from him and smiles. They embrace again and the camera closes.





















CUT TO

19.

INT.
KITCHEN

DAY

Sharon is in the kitchen; she is still in her dressing gown. She is making tea and toast.

SHARON

(Shouting)

Leo, it’s half seven.

LEO

(From upstairs)

I know I’m coming now.

We hear the sound of footsteps coming down the stairs, Leo appears in the kitchen.  He goes over to the cups of tea.

LEO

Which is mine Shaz?

SHARON

There’s no sugar in any of them.

LEO

(Comes behind her and kisses her neck)

Morning.

SHARON

(Turns and kisses him)

Morning

LEO

(Sitting at the table)

Took me ages to get all that off my face. Is it all gone?

SHARON

(Inspects him and smiles)

 All gone. Do you want toast?

LEO

No, gotta think about my figure now.

SHARON

Next time I’ll wear your work uniform. (Shouting) Tracy, time to get up, come on.

LEO

(Sarcastically)

Sounds good.

SHARON

(Sitting down at the table)

We have to pay for the holiday this week. How much do we have in the savings account?

LEO

About seven hundred I think, how much is it?

SHARON

There is nine hundred left to pay

LEO

My wages should be cleared today

SHARON

Will you go in and do that for me then, I’m working three days this week.

LEO

Where?

SHARON

Maureen asked me to do a couple of days for her. One of her girls quit Saturday, she’s flying off with her boyfriend to pick oranges in Israel.

LEO

All right for some. Where do I have to go?

SHARON

Walkers in Ashton close.

LEO

Do you have an invoice or something?

SHARON

I’ll get it for you.

LEO

Hurry then I gotta go

Sharon leaves the kitchen and we hear her going up the stairs.

SHARON

(Shouting)

Tracy, you’ll be late for school. Come on up.

Leo is still sitting at the table, he looks uncomfortable, he gently shakes his head.



















CUT TO

20.

INT.

BANK.


DAY

Leo is standing in a queue. He is uncomfortably shuffling from one foot to the other, he looks impatient. He watches as the electronic board calls out the numbers of the next available teller. Finally Leo is next in line as the number is called he hurriedly goes up to the desk.

TELLER

Yes please.

LEO

Can you give me a balance on my savings account please?

TELLER

Can I have your card?

LEO

I don’t have it on me.

TELLER

Account number please.

LEO

It’s 20552845.

TELLER

Do you have identification on you?

LEO

Like what?

TELLER

Drivers license, birth certificate, passport.

LEO

(Sarcastically)

Must have forgot to put them in my wallet.

TELLER

Mothers maiden name.

LEO

Pardon?

TELLER

Your mother’s maiden name it will be on the system as identification.

LEO

Oh, right, its West.

TELLER

And her date of birth please.

LEO

Who my mothers?

TELLER

(Shakes her head)

Please.

LEO

(Pausing and thinking)

Its January 12th 193…thirty-two, no thirty-three.

TELLER

(Checking)

Thank you. It’s thirty-four actually. She won’t be too pleased you adding years onto her.

LEO

It’s alright she died ten years ago.

TELLER

Oh sorry.

LEO

(Smiling)

Just kidding.

TELLER

(Frowning)

Very funny. Five hundred and fifty pound.

LEO

Shit.





















CUT TO

21.

EXT.
BANK.

DAY

Leo is standing outside the bank. He is leaning against the wall, deep in thought. He is biting his nails.

LEO

Jesus, what am I going to do now.

The camera follows Leo’s gaze over to a betting shop on the other side of the road.

22.

EXT.
OUTSIDE LEO’S HOUSE

DAY

The camera picks Leo up coming down the street, he is walking very slowly. As he reaches the house he stops as if unsure whether to go in. He pauses for a moment and then opens the garden gate, steps inside and then slowly closes the gate. He stares for a moment at the house and then goes towards the door.

23.

INT.
LEO’S HOUSE

DAY

As Leo enters you can hear the sound of activity in the kitchen, Leo pops his head in the living room, the TV is on but the room is empty.

SHARON

(Calling from the kitchen)

Is that you Leo?

LEO

(Takes a deep breath)

Yep it’s me.

24.

INT.
KITCHEN

DAY

Sharon is at the cooker making dinner. She is rushing around about to lay the dinner on the plates.

SHARON

Sit down this is ready.

Leo takes of his coat and hangs it over the back of the chair; he slumps into the chair.

SHARON

Busy day?

LEO

Same as ever.

SHARON

Did you get down to Walkers?

LEO

(Closes his eyes and gently shakes his head)

I couldn’t

SHARON

(Stops and looks at him)

Oh Leo, that has to be paid. It’s only seven weeks till we go. It’s a week late already. I would have done it if you were too busy.

LEO

It’s not that.

SHARON

(Carries on dishing out the dinner)

Then what?

LEO

There was not enough money in the savings account.

SHARON

How much short are we?

LEO

A lot.

SHARON

(Now stops and comes up to the table)

What do you mean a lot?

LEO

(Takes a roll of cash from his pocket)

There was only £550.00 in the account.

SHARON

You said £700.00

LEO

I thought there was £700.00, I forgot I had paid Mullins some cash from it a couple of weeks back.

SHARON

That bastard, why you ever borrowed money from someone like that I’ll never know.

LEO

I know.

SHARON

(Taking the cash from him)

Lucky enough I had a good day today, I got £50.00 in wages and £22.00 in tips. If we cut back on shopping and going out this month we should still make it. (Counts the money) there is only £450.00 here Leo, where’s the rest?

LEO

I’m sorry Shaz.

SHARON

Sorry for what…. Don’t tell me, please don’t say you gambled.

LEO

I tried to win enough to pay for it.

Sharon stops with the dinner, she comes back to the table and stands above Leo. She has a look of almost horror on her face.

SHARON

You promised, just last night, you promised and you could not even last a day. You selfish bastard. Once again your gambling has messed it up for all of us. Don’t tell me it was another tip was it? (Throws the money at him) Leo you are pathetic. All I ask is a little holiday once a year. Every week you go out boozing, you buy clothes like they go out of fashion and I say nothing. What do I ever buy for myself, nothing.

LEO

I’m sorry Shaz, I really am. I thought if I could get a couple of winners we would have enough.

SHARON

You never thought Leo, you never think about anything but yourself. 

LEO

I’ll get the money Shaz; I’ll get it from somewhere

SHARON

From where? Borrow more of that shark. Why bother Leo?

LEO

I said I was sorry what else can I do?

SHARON

(Pushes his face)

You sicken me. Tracy was looking forward to this holiday and so was I. Thanks Leo.

Sharon goes back over to the dinner and starts to aggressively dish the dinner up.

LEO

I’ll get the money Shaz, I swear I will.

SHARON

(Glares at him)

Don’t say another word or as God is my judge you’ll be wearing this dinner.

LEO

Don’t be like this.

Sharon picks up a plate turns and throws the plate at Leo, it barely misses him and crashes into the wall.

LEO

For fucks sake Sharon. Get a grip.

SHARON

Don’t you for fucks sake me you wanker.

LEO

There’s no point trying to talk to you like this.

Leo stands and takes his coat of the back of the chair. Sharon comes running at him and tries to slap him. Leo lifts his hands to protect himself.

LEO

(Semi-laughing)

Leave it out Shaz.

SHARON

(Stops and stands glaring at him again)

Always your answer to a problem, go out and drink. Still got money for that I see.

LEO

(Smiling)

Oh Sharon, come on, don’t go on. I said I’m sorry.

SHARON

Sorry isn’t good enough. Sorry won’t pay for the holiday. Money pays for holidays. You know the stuff you throw away every week at the bookies.

LEO

I’m not listening to this anymore, I feel bad enough as it is.

SHARON

(Shouting)

Feel bad, fucking right and all you should feel bad.

LEO

Shaz, keep the noise down, the neighbours.

SHARON

Fuck the neighbours.

LEO

(Shakes his head and smiles and turns to leave)

I can see I’m wasting my time here.

SHARON

(Following him into the hallway)

You go and I wont be here when you get back, I mean it this time Leo.

LEO

(Taking his coat of the banister and putting it on)

See ya.

SHARON

(Stands at the front door, holding it open)

Go on fuck off, I’m taking the kids as well.

















CUT TO

25. 

EXT.  OPPOSITE SIDE OF STREET.  NIGHT

An elderly man walking past with his dog looks over at Sharon as she screams at Leo. The old man shakes his head, his face has a look of disgust.

SHARON

(Frantically)

What are you looking at you nosy old fucker. Don’t think I don’t know you and that old bat of a wife don’t talk about us, you think your shits vanishing cream.  Go home and play with the dog, its no wonder he’s always so happy. Talk about giving the dog a bone.

OLD MAN

(Shouting and hurrying on)

Filth, pure filth.
















CUT TO

Leo, is standing holding the front gate open staring at Sharon in amazement.

SHARON

(Walking out to the front gate)

Filth is it, we’ve all seen you with that little rat over the park, shitting where all the kids play and then you wiping his little arse. That’s what I’d call filth.

LEO

(Semi-laughing)

Well I think you can safely say that’s all are summer Barbie invites out the window with the neighbours

SHARON

(A look of hatred rages across her face)

Fuck off.

Sharon turns and storms back into the house.



















CUT TO

26.
 INT.  
LEO’S HOUSE.  
HALLWAY

(Sharon comes in and sits on the bottom stair, she slumps her head forward and begins sobbing into her cupped hands, her daughter comes into the hallway and stands above her.)

TRACY

Why do you let him get to you like that, he’s always been the same.

SHARON

(Looking up)

The old story love, I thought I could change him. He has so many nice qualities but he lets himself down so badly, but I mean it this time I’m leaving. Get some things packed you’re coming with me.

TRACY

Where to mum?

SHARON

(Standing up and starting up the stairs)

Your gran’s, come on pack some things.

27.
 INT.  

BEDROOM.  
NIGHT.

Sharon pulls a suitcase from off the top of a wardrobe and throws it on the bed, she unzips it and throws it open.  She goes back to the wardrobe and carelessly starts taking clothes out, after a few things are thrown into the case she stops and looks for a moment into the wardrobe and then back the case.

SHARON

(Sits down on the bed holding a dress in front of her)

He has never even bought me a decent dress.














CUT TO

In the wardrobe we see a row of dark suits, shirts and various other men’s clothes.


















CUT TO

Sharon. A smile creeps over her face.

28.
  INT. 
 UPSTAIRS LANDING  

 NIGHT

Sharon goes up to a bedroom door and knocks it.

SHARON

(Knocking again)

You in there Gary?

29.

INT.
GARY’S BEDROOM
NIGHT

Gary is in his late teens, he is sitting at a computer, the room is in darkness and he is looking at porn on the Internet.

GARY

Yer, what














CUT TO

SHARON

Listen I’m going to gran’s for a while and I was wondering…














CUT TO

GARY

See ya then














CUT TO

SHARON

(Looking at the door and slowly shaking her head, softly)

Yer, see ya.

30.  INT

NAGS HEAD PUB

NIGHT

The pub is fairly lively, a mixture of youngsters and middle-aged people are there.  A crowd of young men are gathered around the pool table. Leo is sitting around a table with three other men.

LEO

It kills me, I never moan at her, I come home after a hard days meter reading, what do I say, fuck all, next thing she’s leaving me.

1st MAN

(Stuttering)

Will sheeeeeeee, will sheeeeeeeeee go.

LEO

Will she fuck Wally, go where, round to old pishy draws, my gambling has to be a godsend compared to an incontinent mother.

2nd MAN

Is there such a thing as a hard day’s meter reading?  What do you get a sore finger from opening the cupboard?  (Laughs) I never knew Shaz’s old girl was senile.

LEO

Everyone’s a fucking comedian. (Pause) Well she ain’t really Del, she’s got a loose bladder, and she trickles, but let me tell you, you get too close mate on the wrong day and she pen and inks.

3rd MAN

(Fairly tubby, munching on crisps)

Give it a rest will yer, these are cheese and onion, I’m started to smell stale piss instead of the aromatic odour of Walkers finest.

LEO

Do me a favour Reg, you eat that shit so quickly you can’t smell or taste it.

DEL

So she’ll be there waiting will she Leo?

LEO

(Laughing)

Course she will 


















CUT TO

31.
  EXT.  
 LEO’S  HOUSE.    NIGHT

Sharon and Tracy leave the house carrying two cases.


















CUT TO

LEO

(Finishing his pint)

She knows what side her breads buttered, Who’s for another?

32.  EXT.
LEO’S HOUSE.

NIGHT

Leo steps out of a taxi and staggers several steps before getting his balance, he makes his way back to the taxi front door. The driver has the window open.

TAXI DRIVER

You gonna be alright mate?

LEO

Sorted son. What’s that then?

TAXI DRIVER

£3.80.

Leo hands the driver some coins.

LEO

(Turning away)

Keep the change.

TAXI DRIVER

20p, what sort of tip is that.

LEO

Better than the ones I’ve been getting lately.

Leo staggers up to the door and opens it with his key as he steps in, two men push in behind and running throw him onto his settee in the front living room.

33.  INT.
LIVING ROOM.

NIGHT

LEO

(Getting up and turning around)

What the fucks goi….

Two men are standing by the door smiling, both are well built. The men although different in size look alike.

TALL MAN

Hello Leo, where you been tonight.  Richie’s been waiting for you.

SMALLER MAN

Didn’t you remember you had a meeting?  Richie’s none too happy with you.

LEO

(Swaying)

Alright Dikey, alright Mikey.

DIKEY

He ain’t happy Leo, and when he ain’t happy we ain’t happy.

LEO

(Panicking)

No honest Dikey, my car broke down, I was on my way there.

Dikey, the taller one and Mikey come and sit on either side of Leo on the settee.

DIKEY

(Sniffing at Leo)

That was handy, breaking down outside the boozer.

LEO

(Swapping his gaze between the two of them)

No, no, no. I had to walk to the boozer to phone a cab and while I was waiting for it, I had a couple of jars.

MIKEY

So what time was this then?

LEO

(Looking at his watch)

This was like just before nine.

DIKEY

What cab company did you ring then, three hours to turn up? They ain’t much cop, I’ll have to remember to give them a miss.

LEO

I know Dikey, I had a right go.

DIKEY

(Laughing)

I bet you did, so?

LEO

(Also laughing)

Too right

MIKEY

(Serious)

What taxi company was it?

LEO

(Stops laughing abruptly)

Oh shit, I don’t know, it was off the pub phone, it was a sticker.

DIKEY

(Serious)

Which pub was it Leo?

LEO

I can’t remember its name somewhere down in Leyton.

MIKEY

(Resting his hand on Leo’s leg and beginning to squeeze)

We may look stupid Leo, in fact (looking at Dikey and smiling) We do look stupid.

DIKEY

(Resting his hand on Leo’s other knee)

You may think we’re stupid (looking at Mikey) in fact we are stupid.

MIKEY

But you treating us like we are stupid is taking liberties Leo, you understand?

LEO

(Grimacing with the pain in his legs)

Lads I’m sorry, I swear tell Richie I’ll be there tomorrow night.

DIKEY

(Letting go of Leo’s leg and standing up)

Don’t make us come looking Leo.

MIKEY

(Also standing)

We won’t be so nice tomorrow. 

LEO

(Standing and then groaning as he stands, he rubs his legs and smiles)

On my life, I’ll be there, what time.

MIKEY

On your life Leo, 2 o’clock tomorrow afternoon at the club.

LEO

What about work?

DIKEY

This is no game Leo, you need knees to work.

MIKEY

(To Dikey)

Not if you’ve got a desk job.

DIKEY

(Nodding at Leo)

But he ain’t.  2 o’clock on the dot.

Mikey and Dikey leave quietly closing the front door behind them, Leo stands until he hears the door shut then drops back onto the settee, rubbing his legs.

LEO

I’m fucked.

34.  INT.
LEO’S LIVING ROOM.   DAY

Leo is lying on the settee, still fully dressed.  He begins to stir and as he rolls over we can see a big wet stain all down the front of his grey work trousers. He lies for a moment and then opens his eyes.

LEO

(Sitting up and to himself)

What’s that heating on I’m sweating like a pig.

Leo gets up and stretches and then a look of realisation dawns on him, he slowly lowers his eyes.


















CUT TO

Camera view from Leo’s eyes as it scans down his body till it reaches the pee stain on his trousers.

LEO

(Looking round at the stain on the settee)

Ah for fucks sake, I don’t believe this.

Leo starts to undo his trousers and rolls them down.

LEO

(Shouting)

Sharon, what time is it?

Leo continues stripping off his clothes, until he is naked. He begins picking the clothes off the floor.

LEO

And there was me giving her old dear grief about pissing, she only dribbles and she’s getting on for 80. (Pause)  Sharon.

Leo’s son Gary walks in and stands for a second watching Leo picking up the clothes.

GARY

(Looking at the open curtains)

You trying to frighten the neighbours?

LEO

Close them for me, where’s your mother?

GARY

(Pulling the curtains)

Gone

LEO

Gone where?

GARY

Gran’s I think.

LEO

(Sitting back down)

You kidding or what?

GARY

Don’t tell me you’re surprised, if you are your dimmer than I thought.

LEO

(Standing up and dropping the clothes, stands there naked)

Watch your fucking mouth, cheeky little git, you ain’t too big for a slap

GARY

(Smiling)

No offence dad but you don’t look too scary standing there in your full glory.

LEO

(Looking down and shaking his very sore head)

Guess not. (Pause) How come you stayed then (Picking his clothes up) 

GARY

Yer sure, me round there with them three.

Leo sits back down on the sofa and then gets up quickly when he realises he has sat on the pee patch.

LEO

I had a bit of an accident last night, feel as rough as a badgers arse this morning.

GARY

You look it, go and get some kip.

LEO

I think I will, what time is it?

GARY

(Looking at his watch)

It’s ten past twelve

LEO

Shit, what about work.

GARY

Bit late for that. (Pause) By the way a right win double were round here last night looking for you.  Couple of Neanderthals, one a compressed version of the other. Like a bigger version of Phil and Grant outa Eastenders. I take it they’re brothers.













CUT TO

Leo’s face is one of horror as memories of last night start to form in his head, we hear Dikey’s words.

DIKEY

But he ain’t. 2 o’clock on the dot.

LEO

Shit I gotta get myself sorted out and quick.

GARY

Why what’s up?

LEO

Nothing, makes us a quick cuppa would yer while I have a shower.

GARY

No time, I gotta sign on at half past and then it’s off to my Karate.

LEO

Signing on and Karate, why don’t you get a fucking job instead, what good is that ever gonna do you?

GARY

Give it a rest will yer, I get enough grief of mum without you laying it on as well.

LEO

(Stands looking at Gary, he shakes his head)

Don’t suppose I’m a great one to talk, never mind, I’ll see you later on.

GARY

Yer later.

35.
INT

LEO’S BATHROOM.
DAY

We see Leo through the glass door of the shower, his pile of clothes are lying on the floor. He is singing and dancing as he showers, the song is Buddy Holly’s “Peggy Sue”.




















CUT TO

Leo standing in front of the wash hand basin looking at himself in the mirror as he cleans his teeth, everyone so often using the toothbrush as a mic he breaks into one of Buddy Holly’s famous.

LEO

Weeeeeelllllll the little things you say and do make me want to be with you, Rave on.















CUT TO

Leo still has a towel wrapped around his waist, he enters his bedroom and looks at the unslept in bed, he smiles and shakes his head.

LEO

Only a matter of time Shaz

Leo looks over at the clock on the bedside cabinet the time reads 1.20pm.

LEO

(Stands sideways and looks in the full-length mirror, he pushes his stomach out and then pulls it in again, he does this several times)

Before, after, Before, after, Before, after.

Leo goes over and stands in front of his wardrobe and smiles to himself.

LEO

What shall we wear today?

Leo throws the wardrobe doors open and stands there with a big smile on his face, gradually the smile diminishes into a look of shock and bewilderment.



















CUT TO

In the wardrobe, the whole row of Leo’s clothes are plainly in tatters, shreds of suits are hanging, shirt strips hang down. Quickly Leo fans his way through the clothes trying to find anything that has not been destroyed.  He turns quickly and goes over to a set of drawers, he pulls the top drawer out, reaches in and pulls out and holds up underpants and socks which have also been savaged.

LEO

You fucking bitch

Leo goes through the next three drawers, all the same, he is now frantically pulling jeans, and T-shirts out of the drawers, all destroyed.  He reaches the bottom drawer, as he opens it the camera focuses in on it. There is a simple piece of paper folded in two lying there.  Leo picks it up and slowly steps back until he is sitting on the bed.  He unfolds the letter and we hear and audio of Sharon talking.

SHARON

Dearest Leo, if you are reading this then firstly you know I really have left you, secondly you realise how bitter I am and thirdly how handy those scissors you got me for cutting the kids hair finally turned out to be.  In the past nineteen years I have pampered you, fed you, cleaned up after you and humoured you, well Leo it all stops now. All I asked in return was this holiday and you could not even give me that. No more promises Leo, I am tired of it all. I don’t want Tracy growing up thinking this is any way of life. 

Leo screws up the letter and throws it; He looks around at the clock that is now on 1.35pm. 

LEO

She doesn’t realise how badly she’s fucked me.

Leo sits for a moment, his head is stooped, and he suddenly sits up quickly.

LEO

Gary, he must have something.

Leo runs to Gary’s room, goes straight to his wardrobe and pulls it open.  There is a pair of jeans and two T-shirts hanging in the wardrobe.  Quickly Leo pulls them out and holds them up in front of him, the jeans are extremely long and baggy with pockets everywhere.

LEO

Well they’ll have to do















CUT TO

Leo is standing in front of his full-length mirror, the clothes are much too big for him and are of the style a 19yo boy would wear.  Leo looks absolutely ridiculous.

LEO

All I need is a few gold chains and a baseball cap, I can’t go like this, he’ll think I’m taking the piss.  I really am fucked.

36.
INT

RICHIE MULLINS CLUB
“SHIRLEYS TEMPLE” GAY BAR   DAY

Mikey and Dikey are sitting in a room with a well-dressed elderly gentleman.  At the head of the room there is a large desk with an empty chair behind it.  The room is like something out of a seventies gangsters movie, dark and menacing.

MIKEY

(Standing and going over to the old man, who is sitting on a leather settee)

Can I get you anything Mr. Mullins?

MR MULLINS

No thanks son.  Where you two boys from then?

MIKEY

We were born in Hackney, but been down here in East Ham since we were teenagers.

MR MULLINS

How long you known my Richie then?

DIKEY

Twenty years now, been working for him for the past fifteen.

The door swings open and a man of about forty comes striding in, he looks at his watch when he walks through the door and goes straight towards his desk.


RICHIE

Alright pops, how are you today? 

MR MULLINS

Alright boy.

RICHIE

(To Dikey and Mikey)

Well where is he? do you think I got nothing better to do than wait round here for that retard to cough up my dough?

MIKEY

We told him 2 o’clock.

RICHIE

(Standing up and coming round the desk and pointing to a clock on the wall, the clock says at quarter past two)

Is he taking the piss outa me then, is that what I’m all about now?

DIKEY

I’ll go and get him.

RICHIE

That’s right, I forgot I’m running a fucking taxi company now (shouting) get on that blower and get him round here now. No more poncing around.

DIKEY

Alright Richie. 

37.
INT

LEO’S LIVING ROOM.
DAY

Leo is ranting and raving, screaming and kicking furniture. Swearing at Sharon’s name, cursing Richie Mullins. The phone starts ringing in the background, Leo carries on for a moment and then stops, he looks and the phone his eyes wild and then a look of fear crosses his face.

LEO

(High pitched from the screaming)

Hello?




















CUT TO

DIKEY

(Taken back)

Hello Mrs Murray, is erm Leo there?
















CUT TO

LEO

(Realises who it is)

This ain’t Mrs Murray, she’s left

DIKEY

Is Leo there?
















CUT TO

LEO

(Pause)

He’s not well
















CUT TO

Richie snatches the phone off Dikey and shouts down the phone.

RICHIE

Who’s this?

MR MULLINS

Richie, manners, that’s a lady your talking to.

RICHIE

Sorry pops, who’s this. (Smiles at his dad, who smiles back)
















 CUT TO

LEO

(A look of complete panic on his face)

This is Leo’s sister, (Pause) Leanne. Can I help you?



















CUT TO













RICHIE

(Who has a forced smile on his face looking at his dad)

I wonder, maybe, Leo should have been here with something for me, he’s very late. Is he there?



















CUT TO

LEO

He’s very ill in bed, he’s delirious. His wife left him yesterday, I’ve come over to look after him, he was all on his own.



















CUT TO

RICHIE

(Smiles at his dad and then turns his back on him, he face turns to a snarl and he whispers)

You tell Leo, if there ain’t one hundred soves here in my palm within the next half-hour, he’ll need more than you to look after him. I don’t give a monkeys whether he comes or you bring it for him, but it better be here. Got it?



















CUT TO

LEO

I think so.



















CUT TO

RICHIE

(Turns back to his dad and smiles at him)

Good girl, nice chatting with you. See ya.

Richie softly places the phone down and goes and sits next to his dad on the settee, as he passes Dikey and Mikey he whispers.

RICHIE

If that dough ain’t here within the half-hour, I want him dragged out that bed and over here by his arse hair. Do you hear me?  (Smiling) So pops what do you wanna do today, no point wasting your holiday sitting round here.

MR MULLINS

You get your business sorted and we’ll have a little look round.

RICHIE

(Winks)

Sorted.

38.

INT

LEO’S BEDROOM

DAY

Leo is standing looking in the mirror at himself.

LEO

Here goes nothing.





















CUT TO

39.

INT.
MAUREENS HAIR SALON.


DAY

The salon is fairly old fashioned, there are three elderly ladies against a wall having their hair dried in automatic dryers. Sharon is sitting on a cutting chair; she is smoking and has a cup of drink in her other hand. Maureen is up checking one of the ladies hairs. She finishes replaces the drier and goes and sits next to Sharon. She lights up a cigarette as soon as she sits.

MAUREEN

So come on what happened next?

SHARON

He’d only gone and gambled another £100.00 trying to win enough to pay for it.

MAUREEN

At least he was gambling with you in mind. Makes a change.

SHARON

Do me a favour Maurs, that’s all I need to hear you defending him.

MAUREEN

I’m not defending him but he was trying to make up for his mistakes.

SHARON

That’s like an alcoholic having a drink to get rid of his hangover. Hardly excusable is it.

MAUREEN

I suppose so, so did you throw him out?

SHARON

Didn’t get the chance. He left telling me I was going on.

MAUREEN

The nerve of him. So what are you going to do then?

SHARON

I don’t know, Tracy come but Gary stayed at home. I worry about that boy, he’s strange.

MAUREEN

It’s his age (To the ladies) Alright girls?

The three ladies smile oblivious to what is being said, they return to their magazines.

SHARON

Don’t suppose theirs any chance of an extra couple of days is there?

MAUREEN

(Looking around)

I wish I could Shaz, there’s hardly enough to keep me going. Sorry.

SHARON

(Lighting another cigarette)

That’s Ok (Takes a deep breath) I don’t know what to do about Leo.

MAUREEN

Do you still love him?

SHARON

(Nods her head)

Dearly, I just wish he would think about me a bit more instead of those bloody horses and those mates of his.

MAUREEN

Does he love you?

SHARON

I think so, I hope so. Yes he does, struggles to show it mind.

The salon door opens and a man dressed in orange uniforms comes in, he goes and sits down on the chairs by the entrance and picks up a magazine. Both Maureen and Sharon look across at him and then Maureen goes to stand. Sharon grabs her arm and stands herself.

SHARON

(Putting out the cigarette)

I might as well earn my money.

Sharon walks over to man and smiles at him, as she approaches the man stands.

SHARON

Can I help you?

MAN

(Murmurs incoherently)

SHARON

Sorry love?

MAN

(Nodding at Sharon’s scissors in her hand)

Are them scissors sharp?

SHARON

Yes love, they’re for cutting things

MAN

Can I borrow them?

SHARON

Pardon?

MAN

Can I borrow your scissors?

SHARON

What for?

MAN

(Holding out long black finger nails)

I wanted to trim these up.

SHARON

(Going over to the door and holding it open)

Get out, this is a hairdressers not a bloody manicurists. As if I’d let you use these then go and cut some poor bleeders hair with them. Come on.

MAN

(Sulking)

Only asking

The man leaves and Sharon comes back to Maureen shaking her head, she relights the butt she has just put out and sits down again.

MAUREEN

What did he want?

SHARON

Wanted to use my scissors to trim his hands.

MAUREEN

Cheeky bastard. (Pause) I’ve been thinking, let him stew. Whenever Barry and me have a tiff I ignore him for days, drives him mad. In the end he will be crawling back on all fours.

SHARON

I don’t know about Leo. He might start enjoying single life. 

MAUREEN

If you want to change him you gotta show him your not putting up with it anymore. Let him sweat girl. You see, he’ll be back with his tail between his legs before you know it.

SHARON

Well, I haven’t exactly got a lot of options open to me have I?

MAUREEN

(Shrugs her shoulders)

Well there you go then, (getting up) give us a hand to check the three degree’s.





















CUT TO

40.

INT

RICHIE MULLINS CLUB
DAY

The clock on the wall is ticking loudly its now ten to three, Richie, Mikey and Dikey are sitting looking at it.  Mr Mullins is sitting reading the newspaper.  Richie checks his watch and then nods at the two men to go. They quietly get up and leave the room.

41.

EXT
STREET OUTSIDE THE CLUB.

DAY

Mikey and Dikey leave the club in a hurry, as they walk out the door they walk straight into a woman who is entering the club, knocking her back. The woman goes sprawling backward legs in the air.

DIKEY

(Bending down to help her up)

Sorry love, you alright.

The woman gets to her feet, head down brushing her clothes off.

WOMAN

I’m ok.

The women pushes past them into the club, Mikey and Dikey look her up and down as she goes in they stare dumbly at her legs. They look at each other and then cross the road to their car.

42.

INT

RICHIE’S OFFICE

DAY

Richie and his father are idly chatting when there is a knock on the door, the door swings open and the woman who was knocked over walks in.  She has blond curly hair, has lots of make up and is wearing a long red dress with a pair of house slippers on her feet. Richie stands from behind his desk and goes over towards her.

RICHIE

Can I help you love?

WOMAN

(Nervous voice)

Hi, The man at the bar told me to come up, I’m looking for Mr. Mullins

RICHIE

(Smiling)

Father or son?

WOMAN

I’m Leanne Murray, Leo’s sister

RICHIE

Oh right, We spoke earlier, Did you bring the spondooleys?

LEANNE

I did yes. (He begins fiddling around in the bag and brings out a wad of notes and several bank bags full of coins)

RICHIE

He’s gotta be taking the hit and piss. What’s he done, turned over a couple of machines flogging donkey skins.

MR MULLINS

Richie please.

Mr Mullins stands up and comes towards Richie and Leanne. He takes Leannes hand and lightly kisses it.  Richie stands looking in amazement as he does this, almost a childish grin on his face.

MR MULLINS

Allow me to introduce myself, Leonard Mullins at your service, you can call me Len.

As Len is bent kissing her hand the camera follows his gaze and catches sight of Leanne’s footwear, a pair of tartan mans slippers. Len stays bent for a moment looking at them.  Richie also looks down as his father lowers his head and catches sight of the slippers.

LEANNE

(Slowly pulling her hand away and smiling)

Bunions, the whole families got them. Hereditary apparently.

RICHIE

(Smiling)

Wonderful, listen you do me a little favour sweetheart and tell your brother to give me a bell.

LEANNE

When he’s better I’ll make sure I do.  Well I best get off, thanks for your help.

Leanne turns and walks to the door, Richie and his father stand looking after her. Richie looks slightly bewildered, Len is standing with a schoolboy smile on his face.

RICHIE

(Face still slightly contorted)

She was something pops. What a two and e…

LEN

(Still smiling)

Yes she was son, yes she was. A real lady.

Richie turns round and stares at his father, he nearly laughs when he sees the look of contentment on his fathers face.

LEN

(Goes over to the window and opens the curtains slightly, he watches as Leanne steps out into the street, sticks two fingers in her mouth and whistles down a cab)

I have not seen a woman like that since you dear mother departed.

RICHIE

(Smiling and staring at his dad)

I better give Bill and Ben a blow on their mobile or they’ll be kicking her brothers door down. (Pause) Maybe I should leave them after all, teach him a lesson.

LEN

(Still looking out the window)

You do no such thing, call the dogs off.

43.

EXT
STREET

DAY

Leo gets into the taxi he has just hailed he climbs into the back and sits there in a state of shock.

TAXI DRIVER

(Pulling away)

Where to love?

LEO

(Looking round and as they turn the corner he peels of his wig)

Compton Road

TAXI DRIVER

(Looking in his rear view mirror)

What’s going on here then are you one of them Trans-whatsanames? I’m as open-minded as the next man but I don’t want no arse jockeys in here.

LEO

(Reaching inside the dress and pulling rolled up socks out of the bra)

What?

TAXI DRIVER

(Putting the brakes on and pulling over)

Come on out, I don’t want your sort in here.

LEO

What are you going on about?

TAXI DRIVER

You know what I’m on about, I know that bar, it ain’t called Shirley’s Temple for nothing, your one of those whatsamacalled, dinner mashers.

LEO

Do I look like a shirt lifter or a Transvestite? I’m going to a fancy dress at the weekend, this is my outfit.

TAXI DRIVER

(Turns round at looks at Leo and smiles)

Straight up, looks good had me fooled there.

LEO

So I gather. (Pause) So Compton Road.

TAXI DRIVER

(Pulling away again)

Coming up governor.  

Leo sits’ looking out the window and a smile comes across his face and he begins to gently laugh to himself.

TAXI DRIVER

So this Transvestite what is that then, I always thought that was where Dracula lived.

Leo looks at the driver and now begins to laugh loudly.

44.

EXT

NAGS HEAD PUB.

NIGHT

Wally, Reg and Del are sitting around a table playing dominoes. We see Leo come in and stand chatting at the bar for a moment with another man.

REG

(Has a bag of crisps and peanuts mixed together and open in front of him, he lays his domino, Wally is next to lay)

Anyone want some of these?

DEL

(Looking at him)

The way you eat that shit you’re going lose a finger one-day and not even know it.

WALLY

I’mmmmmm, I’mmmmm kn, kn, knoo,  I’mmmm, kn,kn,knoo

DEL

For fucks sake just bang the table.

WALLY

(Taps the table with his domino)

I’m knocking.

DEL

(Laying his domino and spotting Leo)

Finally some decent conversation.

REG

(Talking with his mouth full) 

Here hang on a minute.

DEL

Joking, your lay.

REG

(Slapping his domino down)

I should hope so

LEO

(Sitting down)

What’s this then, the typically tropical Caribbean club, slapping the domi’s down like that. You’ll be barred at this rate. Alright fellas 

REG

Alright Leo.

DEL

So tell us, did she eat humble pie then?

LEO

Not exactly.

WALLY

St, still not t, talking then

LEO

She ain’t spoke a word to me, she fucked off round Georgie Bests.

The three men look at each other and then back at Leo who is sitting there smiling.

REG

What you on about Georgie Bests.

LEO

Sorry that’s what me and Gary call her, the dribbler, the mother in law.

DEL

(Laughing)

I wondered what the fuck you were on about then.

WALLY

(Sitting back in his chair and smiling)

He, he, h, he, was, was, he was, was, was, s,s,s,s,some pppppppppllllay, play, player, he, he, he was in hi,h,h,his ddddddddayyyyy, day,d,day,dday. He was.

LEO

(Laughing)

That’s fucking easy for you to say.


















CUT TO

Entrance of the Nags head, Richie Mullins, Dikey and Mikey come through the doorway, Mikey nods over to where the laughing four men are and they make there way towards them. Leo has his back to them and does not see them coming. Reg, Wally and Del stop laughing as they see them approaching, Leo carries on laughing looking at them wondering why they have stopped. 

RICHIE

(Slapping Leo on his back)

Alright Leo, a word please mate.

LEO

Alright Richie.

RICHIE

Glad to see you’ve fully recovered. That must be some nurse you got there. The way she was going on yesterday you’d have thought you were on deaths doorstep.

LEO

(Sitting uncomfortably)

Alright, Mikey, Dikey. Yer she looked after me a treat.

RICHIE

(Pulling up a seat and sitting on it backwards)

Mind if I sit down? (To Dikey) Get me an orange juice, do you lads want a drink.

REG, DEL AND WALLY

No thanks. 

In his nervous state Wally stutters terribly out his “No thanks”, Richie sits looking at him in bewilderment his lips try to help Wally as he does.

RICHIE

(Laughing)

Fuck me, I wouldn’t want to be on your team in Charades.

Reg starts giggling, rolling forward trying to hold it in, when he sits up Richie is sitting staring at him straight faced.

RICHIE

Who pulled your chain fatboy, if I want a fucking audience I’ll get on stage alright.

REG

Sorry.

RICHIE

Leo, a word in your shell like, private. 

Richie and Leo stand up and Leo follows Richie, Mikey follows them.  The three go over to a table in an empty part of the pub.  Richie and Leo sit at a table, Mikey sits at another table. Dikey comes over with Richie’s orange juice.

RICHIE

So Leo, that sister of your not tell you to give me a bell?

LEO

(Nervous)

No Richie, she never mentioned it.

RICHIE

(Smiling)

Well never mind, we’re talking now.  So tell me, where’s this sister of yours from then?

LEO

(Pauses and looks around)

She lives up north.

RICHIE

(Nodding his head)

Where up north.

LEO

Yorkshire

RICHIE

Fuck me Leo, what’s the big secret, where the fuck does she live?

LEO

Sorry Richie, she lives in Barnsley.

RICHIE

Great got there in the end then, is she married?

LEO

What, sorry?

RICHIE

Are you mutton, is she married?

LEO

Sorry Richie, she’s divorced.

RICHIE

Good, that’s good.

LEO

What’s this all about Richie?

Richie sits forward in his chair and beckons Leo forward with his head.

RICHIE

Its like this Leo, my old fella is up from Devon for a week. He moved down there after the old girl popped her clogs, he had a soft spot for it, family holidays and all. Well anyway once a year he comes up here and spends a week with me, Babs and the saucepans.

LEO

Lovely

RICHIE

He’s sound Pops, but to be honest I never know where to take him, he’s one of the old school.  Well here it is anyway, he’s a bit smitten by your sister, don’t ask me why, face that would curdle milk if you asked me like but…….he’s taken a bit of a shine to her you know. No offence meant Leo.

LEO

No, no none taken.

RICHIE

Well would you have a word with her and see if she’ll, you know, have dinner or something with him.

Leo’s face drops and a look of panic comes over him, he starts bumbling.

LEO

She can’t, I mean she wont, she’s just getting over someone.

RICHIE

(Laughing)

Calm down Leo, I’m not asking her to marry him, just a bit of company for a few days.

LEO

(Smiling)

I’d love her to, but she won’t honest Richie, it would get her out of my barnet.

RICHIE

(Taking hold of Leo’s hands)

You’d be doing me a big favour Leo and one I wouldn’t forget.  How much do you still owe me?

LEO

(Nervously)

I thought we agreed £200.00 a month.

RICHIE

Calm down son, how much do you owe?

LEO

£3500.00 left to pay

RICHIE

(Rubbing his hands)

Right then, here’s the deal, you get your sister to keep Pops happy for the next five days and me and you are quits, you owe me nothing.

LEO

(Pleasantly surprised)

That’s very good of you Richie, (Pauses) I will try in fact I’ll do everything I can to convince her to go along with it.

RICHIE

(Extends his hand)

Let’s shake on it, a deal. I knew I could rely on you Leo. The old boy will be made up.

LEO

It’s a deal Richie.

RICHIE

(Standing up)

Get what’s her name to pick him up from my place at, say, half eight tomorrow.

LEO

No problem

RICHIE

Right, come on you two. You’re scaring the punters.

Leo stands and watches as Richie, Mikey and Dikey leave the pub. He then goes back to the table where the other three are sitting obviously wanting to know what happened.

DEL

(As soon as Leo’s sits down)

Well?

LEO

Well what?

DEL

Don’t well what me, what was that all about?

LEO

Bit of business.

REG

What you doing business with him for, dangerous game you’re playing Leo.

LEO

We’ve done business before?

WALLY

Just be b, be care, care careful Leo.

LEO

It’s nice to know you all care but honestly leave me and my business out of the pub talk. Now who’s round is it?

45.

INT

SHARON’S MUM’S HOUSE.
NIGHT

Sharon is sitting in the living room watching TV, she is laughing away at the show on, her mother Doreen is sitting there staring at her.

DOREEN

(Shaking her head)

Don’t you think you better get round yours and sort him out, instead of sitting there giggling like a schoolgirl getting her first rub?

SHARON

(Not looking away from the TV)

I’m letting him stew.

DOREEN

Letting him stew, he’s probably out down the boozer right now. It’s a holiday to him.

SHARON

Don’t go on mum, for the first time in ages I can actually relax.

DOREEN

Am I hearing you right. You got a marriage to sort out, you’re forty years old with two kids. He might not be a lot but at your age you can’t afford to be choosy.  Let’s face it your father was no Clark Gable, but he gave me three kids and he kept a roof over my head.

SHARON

I’ve got the kids and I love them, I’ve got someone else’s roof and that’s all. I want more than that.

DOREEN

(Pointing at the TV)

You’re watching too much of that rubbish

SHARON

(Turning the TV off with the remote)

What’s that supposed to mean.

DOREEN

Leo is all you’ve got, granted he wouldn’t set a lot of bells ringing in me either, but he’s all you’ve got.  There’s no point you filling your head with big ideas about starting again and meeting Mr Right and moving to the country. Life for us don’t work like that, we make the best of things. Women just make the best of things and the sooner you realise that the better things you can make.

SHARON

You make it sound like my life is already over.

DOREEN

Sharon, truth of the matter is love, ours lives never get started. Look at it, you did the same thing as I did, my mother did and her mother did.  You got up the spout, married him and complained for the next twenty years you weren’t happy. If you look around who would you swap with, we’re all in the same boat and unfortunately it won’t sink.  

SHARON

What a depressing thought.

DOREEN

It’s only depressing when you compare it to others. You buy that “Hello” magazine and look at pictures of the rich and famous in there big houses and you dream it will be you one day. And that’s all it is, one big dream. You far better off spending the one pound eight or whatever it is and going down the social club and watch the people down there. They are what we are all about, that’s where we go and that’s what we are.

SHARON

So you think I should go running back to Leo?

DOREEN

No one said run back, use this to your benefit.  He’ll soon start missing you but none of this stewing.  Show him what he’s missing, be nice, and make him miss you.

SHARON

(Embarrassed)

I cut all his clothes up.

DOREEN

What did you do that for?

SHARON

I was mad.

DOREEN

Too right you were mad, he’ll be out spending money on more clothes, money you could have used.  Think about it, marriage is a job, you work at it, you put the effort in and it has its rewards. You plod along not caring and sooner or later you’ll get the bullet. Don’t let it happen to you Sharon love, you’ll live to regret it. Believe me the grass is no greener, you just get to look at it all on your own.

SHARON

I’ll ring him tomorrow.

DOREEN

Good girl. (Pause) Fancy a cup of tea?

SHARON

(Switching on the TV again)

Thanks mum, I’d love one.

46.

INT


LEO’S HOUSE.

NIGHT

A key is placed in the door, after a moment the door is swung open and Leo comes in with a brown bag containing take away. Leo goes through to the kitchen and then comes back and makes his way up the stairs. We see a light coming from inside Gary’s room, Leo goes in and Gary is sitting on the computer looking at porn.  Leo stands and looks at him and shakes his head.

LEO

Why do you look at that all day and night?  Don’t you know too much choking the chain will blind you.

GARY

(Turning around with eyes closed and arms stretched out)

Is that you dad?

LEO

(Laughing and moving closer to the screen)

Clown, I got a take away ruby, do you want some?

GARY

Where from?

LEO

From the light of India or is it the Shite of India. (Angling his head)That looks like that bird out of Baywatch.

GARY

It is that bird out of Baywatch. Go on then, I’ll have a bit

LEO

You’ll have to show me how to use this thing.

GARY

I’ll never get you off it.













CUT TO

47.

INT.
KITCHEN.

NIGHT

  Leo and Gary are sitting tucking into a curry.

GARY

This is burning the mouth of me, what is it?

LEO

Chicken Chilli Mussalla. My nose is starting to run.

GARY

(Standing up)

Do you want a drink?

LEO

We got any tins left?

GARY

(Standing up and going to the fridge)

I drank them earlier, do you want orange?

LEO

Just water. (Pauses looking at the plate) I asked him was it hot and he said not too bad.

GARY

Not a lot of point there. Like asking an Eskimo is his lager cold enough. Fuck me my mouth, if it’s like this going in what’s it gonna be like coming out.

LEO

(Smiling)

Give us that water.  Go and stick a couple of toilet rolls in the fridge.

GARY

(Laughing and sitting down again)

So you heard from mum?

LEO

No have you?

GARY

I went round gran’s yesterday after Karate.

LEO

Is that all you do, look at porn and go to Karate.  (Pause) I’ll tell you what if they ever make a porno version of Bruce Lee’s life you must be in line for a part.

GARY

(Laughing)

I could do with a bit of that.

LEO

So how was your mother?

GARY

She seems alright.

LEO

She cut all me clothes up you know, the whole lot. I spent £100 yesterday and all I got was a pair of jeans, a jumper and a T-shirt. It’s criminal.

GARY

So you two getting a divorce then?

LEO

No. (Pause) I hope not, she’s just having her moments.

GARY

Let’s face it dad, you two lead almost separate lives. Your out and she’s in.

LEO

She doesn’t want for anything?

GARY

How do you know, have you ever asked her what she wants?

LEO

Well no but

GARY

Why don’t you give her a bell, take her out for a nice meal somewhere, make a fuss of her. Somewhere nice, not a curry either.

LEO

Since when you been into marriage counselling, if your such an expert what are you doing sitting in front of that screen all day.

GARY

I get more than my fair share, including off the Internet.

LEO

It’s hardly the real thing.

GARY

I’ve met four birds off there?

LEO

How?

GARY

The chat lines.

LEO

The what?

GARY

Chat lines, You chat to people on line.

LEO

What actually talk to them?

GARY

No, you type things in and then they answer you.

LEO

And you have met four birds by doing that.

Gary nods his head and smiles. He stands and takes his plate and puts it in an already full sink.

GARY

We’ll have to wash these dishes soon.

LEO

You’re a dark horse you are, you’ll have to show me how to do that.

GARY

Wash dishes, it ain’t hard.

LEO

No you twat, get on these chat lines.

GARY

I’ll show you tomorrow. (Looking at the dishes) What about this lot then?

LEO

We’ll do them tomorrow as well. I’m off to bed, lock up.

48.

INT.

BOOKIES.

DAY

Leo is standing watching a race on the screen, people around him are getting excited as the race draws to a close. Leo throws his slip and goes back to the newspapers.  The door of the bookies opens and Del comes in, he spots Leo and makes his way over to him.

DEL

Alright Leo, any luck?

LEO

Useless mate, I can’t pick them at all anymore.

DEL

You never could Leo.

LEO

(Looking round at him)

Cheers

DEL

I got a tip if you want it, I’ve had a monkey on it.

LEO

Where’s it from?

DEL

The brother in law, he’s normally pretty good.

LEO

What is it?

DEL

It’s running at Doncaster, 2.30pm, its called Overthehill.

LEO

You serious, you want me to bet on a horse called Overthehill?

DEL

I don’t care if you bet on it or not, I’m just giving you the tip.

LEO

Overthehill, fuck it why not. Can’t do any worse than the others I’ve lost on.

DEL

You working today?

LEO

(Looks down at his British Gas uniform)

No, I’m making a fashion statement. Course I’m working, on my lunch break.

DEL

Shaz back yet?

LEO

No not yet.

DEL

You having a jar tonight then?

LEO

I can’t I got a bit of business to attend to.

DEL

Richie business?

LEO

(Tapping his nose and smiling)

Keep it out.

DEL

So what’s the big secret then?

LEO

It’s not a secret, if you were doing business with RM, would you be running around telling everyone?

DEL

I’m not anyone, I’m your old mate.

LEO

Sorry me old mate, no can do. I gotta get going, let me stick this tip on.

Leo goes up to the counter and places the bed with the man behind the counter. He comes back over to Del.

LEO

Right I’m off

DEL

What odds did you get?

LEO

12-1, what about you?

DEL

Sixteen’s, its coming down son.

LEO

Here’s hoping, see you later.

DEL

Yep, see ya.

49.

INT.

SHOE SHOP

DAY

Leo is browsing around the shoe shop, a young man comes over to him.

ASSISTANT

Afternoon Sir, can I help you?

LEO

Yer, I’m looking for a pair of woman’s shoes.

ASSISTANT

Certainly sir, any particular style, colour, price range?

LEO

Low heels, black and cheap.

ASSISTANT

(Walking over to a rack of shoes)

This way sir, present for the wife.

LEO

(Looking at the rack)

Not exactly.

ASSISTANT

A friend then?

LEO

(Looking at the assistant)

What’s with the third degree, I come here to buy shoes not to tell you my life story.

ASSISTANT

(Embarrassed)

Sorry, how about these?

LEO

How much?

ASSISTANT

They’re in a sale, £60.00.

LEO

£60.00.

ASSISTANT

They were £120.00

LEO

Cheaper

ASSISTANT

These are £35.00.

LEO

That’s better.

ASSISTANT

What size?

LEO

(Quietly)

Nine and a half

ASSISTANT

Sorry, didn’t get that

LEO

Nine and a half

ASSISTANT

(Laughing)

Nine and a half, who are these for Robert Wadlow’s missus?

LEO

(Staring)

You taking the piss?

ASSISTANT

Sorry, hang on I’ll check.

The young shop assistant takes the shoe and goes into the backroom, he returns several minutes later with a pair of shoes.

ASSISTANT

Sorry Sir, we don’t have them in that size.  These are the only pair of women’s shoes we have in a nine and a half. These were specially ordered but never collected. We could let you have them cheap.

The assistant hands Leo a pair of sequinned silver shoes with a four inch heal.

LEO

You gotta be kidding me?

ASSISTANT

That’s all we have, nine and a half is an unusual size for a woman.

LEO

So you said, can I try them on?

ASSISTANT

(A little confused)

If you want to, you can.

LEO

(Spots the confusion)

We have the same size feet.

ASSISTANT

Oh, I see. Go ahead.

Leo puts the shoes on and tries to walk in them. He is very awkward and staggers over to the mirror where he looks at them.

ASSISTANT

(Uncomfortable)

Takes a lot of practise apparently walking in high heels.

LEO

How much?

ASSISTANT

Practise, not sure really.

LEO

The shoes, how much?

ASSISTANT

Say £30.00.

LEO

£25.00 and I’ll have them.

ASSISTANT

OK, do you want to wear them or should I put…

The assistant is cut short as he received a glare of Leo.

LEO

Box them.

50.

INT.

LEO’S HOUSE.

EVENING.

Leo’s comes through the door, he looks into the living room as he does. He then stands at the bottom of the stairs.

LEO

Gary, you in?

There is no response from upstairs. Leo goes into the living room and switches on the TV, he puts the teletext on and goes straight to the horseracing page.

LEO

(Thinking aloud)

Racing, page 566.  Doncaster, Doncaster, 571.

Leo waits a moment as the page changes.

LEO

(Punching the air)

2.30, Overthehill 9-2. Yes, good old Del.  £30.00 on a 12-1. £390.00 soves. My luck might be changing here.















CUT TO

Leo singing in the shower, he steps out and he has Sharon’s shower cap on.  We have Gloria Gaynor’s “I will survive” as audio. The scene is now watching Leo as he transforms himself from Leo to Leanne, plucking his eyebrows and shaving his legs. We then see him applying make up using the bathroom cabinet mirror. We see him in a bra and a pair of his pants walking up and down with the shoes on, stumbling and falling. As the song comes to a finish, we watch as his walk is much better and he adds a sway of the hips to it.

















   
CUT TO

Leo standing in front of the full-length mirror, he is completely dressed and looks very presentable.

LEO

Well here goes, just think about the £3500.00. Don’t let me down now sis.













CUT TO

Leo is coming down the stairs, as he does so we see a shape at the front door, Leo freezes on the stairs. The door opens and Gary walks in, he is carrying a sports bag. He drops it in the hallway and makes his way to go upstairs. He stops as he sees the figure on the stairs.

GARY

Alright. You a friend of my mum’s. (Pause and then calling) Mum. (Pause) Dad

Leo stands there and does not say a word.

GARY

Who are you and what you doing here. (Pause) Answer me or I’ll call the old bill. (Pause, Gary makes to go for the phone) Alright then.

Leo sits down on the stairs.

LEO

Gary it’s me.

Gary is stopped in his track and turns round and stares at Leo.

GARY

Dad?

LEO

(Taking off the wig)

It’s me.

GARY

(Slowly coming back to the bottom of the stairs)

Well I’ll be fucked.

LEO

It’s not what you think.

GARY

You don’t know what I’m thinking. Does mum know?

LEO

Know what?

GARY

(Laughing)

I’ll give you three guesses, your little secret. Is this why she left.

LEO

It ain’t what you think, honest.

GARY

And you called me the dark horse. I have to say dad, I’m shocked. (Smiling) Nice shoes.

LEO

Put the kettle on, I’ll tell you what it’s all about.

GARY

(Smiling)

I don’t know if I want to know all the sordid details

LEO

(Coming down the stairs)

Less of your wise cracks, put the kettle on.














CUT TO

51.

INT

KITCHEN

DAY

Leo and Gary are sitting at the kitchen table drinking tea.

GARY

£3500.00 are you mad or what. And what a way to get out of it.

LEO

The interest he charges I’ll be paying for the rest of my life.

GARY

Fancy getting involved with that half-wit. You wanna knock the gee gee’s on the head.

LEO

I know, I know. It ain’t easy though.

GARY

It’s gotta be easier than this. Look at the state of you.

LEO

(Hurt)

I thought I looked pretty good.

GARY

The old fella must be desperate, what are you going to do if he tries it on.

LEO

He ain’t looking for his leg over just some company.

GARY

(Shaking his head)

How do you know what he’s looking for? Probably ain’t slapped the Mickey around in years, as bad as you look he might get a backflash or something.

LEO

You trying to scare me or what?

GARY 

You’d better be careful if Mullins finds out he’d go ape shit.

LEO

Don’t even say that. (Pause) God my guts are terrible, not sure if its nerves or that curry from last night. I gotta go I’m late.

GARY

(Smiling)

It’s a girl’s prerogative (pause) to be late I mean. I think it’s the curry I’ve been the same all day. Be careful and keeps those legs firmly crossed

LEO

(Shaking his head)

I’m glad this is amusing someone.

GARY

Amusing ain’t the word, I’m going out later on. Let’s hope we don’t bump into each other.

Stands and goes over to a mirror in the hallway, he puts his wig back on and pats his head, trying to shape it.

LEO

Not a word about this to anyone

Gary comes and stands behind Leo at the mirror, he smiles at Leo through the mirror and reaches down and pinches his bum.

GARY

Hardly likely to boast about my old fella being a crossdresser.

LEO

(Jumps as he pinched)

Pack it in.

52.

EXT
RICHIE MULLINS HOUSE.

NIGHT

A taxi is sitting outside the house, which is a large detached property.  The front door opens and we see Len make his way to the taxi where Leo is waiting.



















CUT TO

Taxi interior.  Len gets in the back with Leo.

LEN

(Taking Leo’s hand and kissing it)

Good evening Leanne. You look lovely.

LEO

(Embarrassed)

Thank you, you look nice too.

LEN

You’re too kind. Richie has booked us a table at a French restaurant he uses. Apparently it’s very good.

LEO

Lovely.

53.

INT.

RENDEVOUS RESTAURANT.
NIGHT

The restaurant is fairly small, the waiters are in the process of removing the dinner plates. Leo’s plate is still fairly full.

LEN

Not hungry?

LEO

(Patting his stomach)

Feeling a little tender.

We hear the rumbling of Leo’s stomach, he coughs loudly to try and hide it as he coughs we hear Leo fart. His face is one of resignation.

LEN

(Not having heard)

Care for a desert?

LEO

No thanks, I’m fine.

LEN

(Taking the wine bottle)

Have some more.. (Stops and sniffs and then looks around him, reaches down and sniffs the open wine bottle)

LEO

Could you excuse me a moment?

LEN

(Standing)

Of Course my dear.


















CUT TO

54.

INT


LEO’S HOUSE

NIGHT

Sharon enters the house, the whole place is in darkness except for a light on in the kitchen. Sharon calls out for Leo and Gary but gets no response.  She turns the lights on as she makes her way through the downstairs.  She stops at the door of the kitchen and looks in at the mess. The sink is full of dishes, the take-away curry bag and containers are still all siting on the side.  She goes and sits down at the table. She lifts up Leo’s cup from earlier and notices a big lipstick smudge all around the rim. Sharon looks confused, she slowly gets up and makes her way upstairs. As she reaches the top of the stairs we see the bathroom door open, there are towels on the floor. The camera picks up all her wash things sitting on the edge of the bath, her talc, deodorant and her lady shaver.  Sharon picks up her lady shaver and makes her way into her bedroom, the bed is messed and on her dressing table is an opened bottle of perfume as well as various clothes including her stockings strewn over the floor.

SHARON

(Throwing down the lady shaver and storming out of the bedroom)

Why the bastard, he couldn’t even wait a week.



















CUT TO

Leo makes his way to the toilets and it stopped by the waiter as he prepares to enter the gent’s toilets.

WAITER

(French accent)

Pardon madam, (holding out his arm as a direction) this is the ladies.

LEO

Sorry thank you.

As soon as Leo enters the toilet he begins farting wildly, a close up of his face shows extreme relief. A final noisy splattering fart brings a look of horror to Leo’s face.

LEO

Oh please no.

Leo uncomfortably makes his way to a cubicle, from his manner it is apparent that he has shit himself.  


















CUT TO

Leo sitting on the toilet, we can hear the sound of Leo’s evacuating his bowels. It sounds almost like a running tap.

LEO

(Looking down at his underpants)

What am I going do with them?















CUT TO

Leo replacing the top of the toilet cistern, he has a smile on his face.


















CUT TO

Leo returning to the table, Len stands as he approaches a smile on his face.

LEN

I was getting worried, I thought you had gone out the back door.

LEO

Sorry, just putting my face on again.

LEN

A woman’s privilege.

LEO

I think I will have another glass of wine.













CUT TO

The clock on the wall says quarter past ten. It changes to eleven twenty five. Len and Leo are at the table laughing.

LEN

I have to say you are an unusual woman Leanne.

LEO

I don’t know whether to take that as a compliment or not.













CUT TO

The waiter comes over to the headwaiter.



WAITER

Jean Claude, one of the ladies toilets is not flushing.

JEAN CLAUDE

I will go and see.















CUT TO

Jean Claude enters the toilets he checks the cubicles and the last one he enters is where Leo had been.  He turns his nose up at the apparent smell in there. He tries several times to flush the toilet with no success.  He lifts the lid of the cistern off and places it on the floor, he then peers into the cistern.  He reaches his hand in and pulls out the white pants, not recognising what they are.  He holds them out in front of him and the camera remains on his face as a look of horror and then disgust comes over him. Jean Claude quickly drops the underpants as if they suddenly gave him an electric shock, turning he runs from the toilet and is sick in the wash hand basin.


















CUT TO

Jean Claude sitting in the kitchen, he has two men standing over him, a waiter and a chef.

JEAN CLAUDE

(Drinking a glass of wine)

It was horrible.  The smell was hideous.  No woman is capable of producing such an odour, no French woman anyway.  And when I removed the cause of the blockage, that was when I saw my whole life in front of me.  The mess on the under garments was, (Pause) I don’t even want to think about it.

WAITER

(Filling up Jean Claude’s glass)

Who would do such a thing?

CHEF

(Scottish accent)

The mind boggles.

JEAN CLAUDE

It must be some pervert who sneaks into ladies toilets and leaves such a mess, perhaps we should notify the police.

CHEF

I wouldnee bother, its not the sort of thing they would appreciate. I dinee think there was a law broken. Except perhaps the law of nature if the smell was as bad as you say.

JEAN CLAUDE

(Waving his hand)

Please enough, let us try and put this whole episode behind us. We have customers to serve.



















CUT TO

Leo and Len stand, a waiter pulls Leo’s chair out for him.

WAITER

Your taxi is waiting and a flower for madam.

LEO

Why thank you.

55.

EXT
LEO’S HOUSE

NIGHT

A taxi pulls up, it sits for a moment and then we see Leo get out, he waves back at the taxi and then turns and looking around as he does so makes his way quickly into the house.  As soon as Leo gets in the house he kicks off the shoes and takes the wig off. He goes into the living room and sits down on the settee.

LEO

(Head in his hands)

I can’t do this, what was I thinking.

Leo lays back and looks up at the clock, its Midnight. He gets up and goes into the hallway.

LEO

Gary, you still up.

With no reply Leo makes his way upstairs, he goes into Gary’s room, where the bed is empty.  The computer is on and glowing in the dark room.  Leo goes out and into his own room.




















CUT TO

Leo comes out of his bathroom with a tracksuit on and all traces of make up removed. He passes Gary’s room to go downstairs but he stops and goes in. Leo sits at the computer and starts to move the mouse around.

LEO

It can’t be that hard to find your way around this.  Ah ha what’s this Internet Explorer, sounds good.

56.

INT

SHARON’S MOTHERS

NIGHT

Sharon is sitting in the kitchen crying at the table, her mother is standing pouring hot water into the teapot.

DOREEN

Are you sure you are not jumping to conclusions?

SHARON

(Sobbing)

Of course I’m sure, the whole house smelt like a brothel.  Especially the bedroom, with Gary there as well, how could he, I’ve only been gone three days.

DOREEN

I warned you didn’t I, if men don’t get their little bit of slap and tickle at home their hormones send them out to get it elsewhere. I made sure your father never had enough energy left to wander from home.

SHARON

(Looking at her mother)

Do you mind, I’ve got no wish to hear your sex life details.

DOREEN

What did you think, a little stork brought you lot, just because I’m your mother doesn’t mean I didn’t get up to all the nasty little things you do.

SHARON

(Crying louder)

What a bastard, how could he, I’ll kill him.

DOREEN

I don’t think that’s wise. You’ve got to go and see him, it’s the only thing to do.

SHARON

I couldn’t I’d break something over his head.

DOREEN

(Bringing the tea over)

Take Tracy, she should keep things civilised.

SHARON

I don’t think I want it civilised.

DOREEN

Sharon love, hear his side before you do anything, (Pause) and if he admits it, crown him then.

57.

INT

LEO’S HOUSE

NIGHT

We hear the tapping of the keyboard, the camera slowly make sits way upstairs where Leo is still sitting in front of the computer.  The camera gives us a close up of the screen and we can read “ Ultimate Chat House” across the screen.

LEO

(Talking and slowly typing)

Hi Dawn, I am (Pauses looking around the room) Brad from London, how are you?


















CUT TO

The screen. We watch as the reply comes across the computer. “ Hi Brad, sexy name, I am also from London, so what do you look like, tell me more”

LEO

I am 40 years old, 5ft 7”, brown hair and blue eyes.


















CUT TO

The screen. “ Hmmm, you sound sexy too, so how big are you Brad?”

LEO

I already told you I am 5ft 7”.

Leo now starts reading out the responses.

LEO

(Reading)

LOL, no silly, how big are you down below? 

Oh fuck, Jesus she don’t hang about

(Typing and talking)

I am 7” of cockney steel. What does LOL mean?

(Reading)

LOL means laughing out loud. So where in London are you?

(Typing and talking)

East end, near Leyton. So what do you look like?

(Reading)

Not far from me at all. I am 5’ 4”, 36C 27 37, I am BI-sexual and I am shaved.

LEO

(Laughing)

No wonder Gary spends all day on this, BI-sexual and shaved, horny bitch.

(Typing and reading)

You sound really sexy, are you married?

(Reading)

No divorced, what about you, maybe we can meet up for some fun?

LEO

(Rubbing his crotch)

Jesus I’ve got a hard on just from typing.  

(Typing and reading)

Well sure, when would you like to?

(Reading)

How about tomorrow evening?

LEO

I don’t believe this, I’m supposed to be going to the dogs with grandpa Mullins. Fuck, I’ll have to rearrange with him.

(Typing and reading)

Tomorrow Ok sounds good.

(Reading)

Great, where shall we meet?

(Typing and reading)

 You decide, I know most places, name a pub and a time and I will be there.

(Reading)

How about, The dog and duck on Harcourt road, do you know it, at 9pm?

LEO

Perfect, well away from here.

(Typing and reading) 

Just the job, I’ll be there, how will we know each other?

(Reading)

My description of me is perfect, you’ll know me.

Leo whirls around as he hears the key go in the front door.

LEO

(Typing)

Gotta go, I will see you tomorrow, can’t wait. Bye.

Leo sends and quickly clicks off the computer, he turns and goes downstairs where Gary is sitting in the kitchen.

LEO

Alright son, where you been?

GARY

Out (Pause) So how did you get on then Lilly?

LEO

Don’t ask, go on tell me who’s Lilly?

GARY

(Smiling)

You we’re the spit of Lilly Savage with all that gear on.

LEO

Don’t start taking the piss it’s bad enough as it is.

GARY

Sorry. You’re right. Look I’m off to bed. I’ll see you in the morning mum, I mean dad.



















CUT TO

Leo’s face, with a look of amused resignation.

58.

EXT.

STREET

DAY

Leo is coming towards the camera with clipboard in hand, he is on a road of terraced houses. We watch as he stops goes in and reappears a moment later from a couple of houses.



















CUT TO

Up close on Leo, he rings a bell and we hear the shouting of several young children who rush to the door, we hear a young woman’s voice shouting as she fights her way to the door. The door opens and a very flustered looking overweight woman answers the door. The woman is in her mid twenties.  There are four children under school age all around her, one is black, one is Asian and two white.

WOMAN

(Politely)

Yes can I help you?

LEO

Alright love, I’ve come to read the gas meter.

WOMAN

Please come in, children come out of the mans way now.

Noisily the children, three boys and one girl go running off and up the stairs.

WOMAN

The meter is under the stairs. Can I get you a cup of tea, the kettle has just boiled.

LEO

I can see your busy love.

WOMAN

Some adult company would be nice for a change

LEO

Alright love, I’ve time for a quickie.



















CUT TO

59.

INT.
CUSTOMER KITCHEN

DAY

LEO

(Coming into the kitchen)

Right that’s me done

WOMAN

Sit down, the tea’s ready.

You can hear running around upstairs and jumping with the shouting and fighting of children.  There is a toddler in a chair asleep.

LEO

(Smiling and nodding at the baby)

So you keep yourself busy.

WOMAN

Yes they take lots of time.

LEO

(Nodding upstairs)

So do you see much of the dad’s?

WOMAN

No, not really, they work I expect.

LEO

(Laughing)

You’ve almost got the United Nations up there.

WOMAN

Ooh there all lovely.

LEO

Course they are.

WOMAN

And you know I need the money. I get £50.00 per week per child.

LEO

It’s a shame you can only do one a year.

WOMAN

Sorry?

LEO

So have they all got different dads?

WOMAN

(Smiling)

Oh yes, I wouldn’t get as much if they were related.

LEO

Really why is that then?

WOMAN

It’s like a discount system.

LEO

I wouldn’t know.

WOMAN

£50.00 for the first and £30.00 for the second.

LEO

(Nodding at the babies)

How much for the baby?

WOMAN

Oh nothing for her.

LEO

No, why is that then?

WOMAN

She’s mine.

LEO

Sorry?

WOMAN

She’s my baby.

LEO

I’m lost, so whose are they then?

WOMAN

(Laughing)

Silly, they’re not mine, I’m a child minder. I watch them for other people.

LEO

(Laughing)

I was going to report you then, I thought we got a right one here.

WOMAN

(Smiling and shaking her head)

No, it helps make ends meet.

LEO

(Nods his head at the noise upstairs)

At a price.

60.

INT

LEO’S HOUSE

NIGHT

Bedroom.  Leo is sitting on the bed putting a pair of boots on, he looks well groomed.  He goes over to the dressing table and puts some after-shave on.  The door swings gently open and Gary is standing there with a smile on his face.

GARY

I take it the vamp has a night off.

LEO

Thank fuck.

GARY

So where you going all dolled up?

LEO

Out.

GARY

Anywhere nice?

LEO

(Looking at him)

Give it a rest, you’re sounding like your mother.  What you up to?

GARY

(Going into the room and picking up an empty shopping bag, there are a few more strewn around)

You’ve been busy.

LEO

Yer, trying to rebuild my clothes, won a couple of quid on a tip from Del.

GARY

Give us a couple of quid, I’m brassic.

LEO

(Admiring himself in the mirror)

Get a job then

GARY

I have got a job, just a bit short at the moment.

LEO

(Pulling a wad of cash from his pocket)

Better keep my only ally happy I suppose, here’s twenty.

GARY

Cheers, so where you going then.

LEO

Out, for a pint.

GARY

I might come with you now. Where you going.

LEO

I dunno yet, meeting in the Nag’s head.

GARY

Alright if I’m coming I’ll see you in there.

LEO

Alright, (Turning round) how do I look?

GARY

Same as always, why who you trying to impress.

LEO

Never you mind, (pulling on a jacket) See ya later.

61.

EXT.
STREET

NIGHT

We see Leo getting out of a taxi, the crosses he road looking around him and then enters the dog and duck.

62.

 INT.

DOG AND DUCK PUB

NIGHT

The pub is fairly small, it has a divider splitting the lounge from the public bar. Leo goes into the public bar and goes up to the counter.

LEO

Alright, give us a pint of (looking along the bar) Carlsberg please.

The barmaid goes and starts to pour a pint, Leo looks up at the clock it is ten past nine. Leo scans around the pub, there are two old men playing darts in the public bar, he looks through the glass of the divide into the lounge bar, there are two couples together and a couple of young girls.  The barmaid comes back from pouring the pint.

BARMAID

Two pound please.

LEO

Cheers. (Leo hands over some money and takes a swig of the pint)

The barmaid returns with the change and Leo pulls up a stool and sits at the bar.

LEO

Quiet tonight?

BARMAID

(Reading the paper, not looking up)

No I’m rushed off my feet.

The door opens behind Leo and he turns around to see who has come in. He sees a man coming through the door and quickly turns back again.

LEO

(To himself)

Oh shit.

MAN

(Coming up to the bar)

Alright Suzy, give us a John Smith’s.

Suzy

Alright Joey.

JOEY

Dead in here tonight. (Looks along the bar) Well fuck me.

Joey turns and faces Leo and has a big smile on his face.

JOEY

(Coming towards Leo)

Alright my old son. 

LEO

Alright Joey, what you doing here?

JOEY

This is my local now, been coming here the last six months or so, good pint. Come in for a couple after work.

LEO

That’s handy.

JOEY

What about you, this is a bit of the beaten track for you ain’t it?

LEO

I’m supposed to be meeting someone.

JOEY

(Punching Leo on his arm)

You old dog, what you got some little tart on the side.

LEO

(Smiling)

Yer something like that.

JOEY

You still living up in Leyton. You still a gasman, still better than walking the streets. (Laughing) I love the old ones.

LEO

I am.

JOEY

Got any good jokes then? I heard a fucking corker last week, listen to this.

LEO

I’m waiting for someone.

JOEY

Well while you wait then. (Taking a sup of his pint) Right here goes. This old couple of Shermans, living right down south in Alabama, real bible thumpers. Well anyway they’ve been married for like 30 years and every morning when the old geezer wakes up he lets rip, tortures the poor old girl with it, holds her head under the covers. Typical bible basher. Well this one morning after a particularly bad case of dropping his guts she turns round to him and says (In a southern American accent) “Do you know honey, I swear on that there bible one day if you keep doing that your going to fart your guts out”. Well the old geezer just laughs and lets rip again.  Well ten years later this same ritual has been going on every fucking morning, it’s thanksgiving morning. The old girl gets up early she’s got the kids the grandkids all coming round, so she’s up early getting all the things ready. So there she is plucking this big 20lb turkey at 5 in the morning. Well after she plucks it she sticks her hand up it’s arse and pulls out all the giblets and entrails and shit. She sits it on the table and it’s all greasy and veiny and horrible.  Well she gets this nasty smile right across her boat. So she picks up all this horrible crap and takes it upstairs where the old geezer is still sparko in his pit.  She quietly draws back the covers and pulls his kacks down and places all these entrails and innards into his undies. (Takes a drink of his pint) So anyway she creeps downstairs with this big smile on her face and carries on getting things ready for Thanksgiving. Seven thirty in the morning she hears him stirring and like clockwork he starts dropping his guts again. When next thing there is this almighty scream from upstairs, she starts giggling and slowly makes her way up the stairs. Well when she goes into the bedroom, the hubby is sitting up, sweating and red with this right gawky looking smile right across his kisser. And he says to her (Southern American accent) “Honey, do you remember all those years ago when you said if I keep farting like that one day I would shit out my guts”. And she says” Well sure I do sweet pea”. Then he says “Well baby this morning it happened, but by the grace of god and (Joey holds up two fingers) these here two fingers I managed to get it all back up again. 

Both Joey and Leo start cracking up laughing.

LEO

That is a corker, where did you hear that?

Leo turns away quickly as the lounge door opens and a blonde attractive woman comes walking in on her own. Leo looks up at the clock it is twenty past nine.

LEO

(To himself)

Better late than never, listen Joey, I gotta go mate. I’ll see you around.

JOEY

(Winks and quietly under his breath)

Give her a portion for me.

Leo quickly drinks the remainder of his pint and leaves the bar.

63.

INT

DOG AND DUCK LOUNGE

NIGHT

Leo enters through the lounge bar door and slowly and nervously makes his way to the bar, the camera concentrates on the back of the woman’s head. We can hear Leo breathing and we then have an audio of a woman’s voice. “ I’m BI-sexual and shaved”

Leo goes up to the bar and we watch as he stands there looking forward, the only sound we hear is Leo’s heavy breathing.

BARMAID

(Abruptly, returns to normal))

Well (Seeing it’s Leo, she looks over at Joey) Fancied one this side.

LEO

A pint of Carlsberg please.

Leo looks along the bar to where the woman is standing, she is staring straight ahead. We hear the woman’s voice over again, 5’ 4” 36C 27 37, my description of me is perfect.

The barmaid returns with his pint.

LEO

How tall are you?

BARMAID

That’s an original chat up line.

LEO

Is every bird in London a comedian, how tall are yer?

BARMAID

(Smiling for the first time)

5’ 5”, why?

LEO

Never mind.

Leo watches as the barmaid walks down the bar, the woman looks around the same size as her, as Leo looks she turns round and catches him looking, she smiles and then turns away again.

LEO

(To the barmaid)

Where’s the toilet?

BARMAID

Through the door second on your left.

LEO

Thanks



















CUT TO

64.

INT

TOILET

NIGHT

Leo is standing looking in the mirror, his face is wet from splashing water on it. He runs his fingers through his hair and resets it.

LEO

I ain’t done this in years. (Smiling at his reflection) Hi Honey I’m Brad. No fuck that. (Deeper voice) Hi Brad, I’m babe, no fuck. (Deep breath) Calm down. (Big smile) You must be Dawn, I’m Brad. (More relaxed) You must be Dawn, Hi I’m Brad. (Pause) That’ll do.  

65.

INT

LOUNGE BAR

NIGHT

Leo leaves the toilet; the camera is through Leo’s eyes. It focuses on the woman at the bar, slowly Leo begins to make his way towards her. Again we hear the woman’s voice “ Hi Brad, I’m BI, shaved and horny as hell” Leo draws closer and closer to the woman, just as he is almost upon her, she turns away from him and kisses a guy who has just arrived. Quick as a flash Leo turns away and keeps walking, suddenly in front of him a woman steps in his path. He looks down at the woman she is clad in a leather jacket, she has an earring through her nose and she has a completely baldhead.

WOMAN

Hi, Are you Brad, I’m Dawn.

The camera is tight on Leo’s face, all behind him is panned away into the distance.

LEO

Excuse me?

DAWN

I’m sorry, I’m supposed to be meeting someone here and I am a bit late. I take it you are not Brad?

LEO

Sorry no, I’m Leo. Not Brad, never been Brad, there’s a fella round in the public bar. He looked like a Brad. I have to go. Good luck. Bye

DAWN

(Smiling strangely)

Thanks, bye.




















CUT TO

Leo’s face as he walks out of the door, he has a big smile on his face.

66.

INT

RICHIE MULLINS OFFICE

NIGHT

Richie is sitting behind his desk, there is a young woman sitting on the settee in the office.  The door opens and Len comes in. Richie stands up when he sees him coming in and goes round to meet him.

RICHIE

Aright Pops, you not out on the town tonight with what’s her name?

LEN

She couldn’t make it tonight, were going up to Walthamstow tomorrow to the dogs.

RICHIE

(To the girl)

Listen we’ll have to sort that out later, alright.

The girl gets up and leaves the office.  Len and Richie go over to the settee and sit down.

LEN

Richie, can I ask you something?

RICHIE

Course you can pops, fire away.

LEN

Do you think I’m stupid?

RICHIE

(Angrily)

Who said you were stupid?

LEN

No one, I’m asking do you think I am?

RICHIE

Of course I don’t, smartest man I know and toughest.

LEN

Not anymore son, not anymore. Where did you get all this from?

RICHIE

Most of it from you.

LEN

Exactly, so why the fuck, look you’ve made me swear, (calmly) why do you go on like I’m an idiot? I know the business, I was in for forty years man and boy.  I know your probably giving doll face a portion, so why act like she’s up here to discuss a wage rise. I may be older and a bit slower but it still works son, (pointing to his head) not so sure about this now (Smiling and pointing to his crotch). I know your paying for Leanne to go out with me and that’s fine. We men pay one way or another, it’s just a matter of perspective. You pay Babs by buying all the things you do, just as a man throws a hooker £20 for a quick one. Just cause I’ve been living down in Devon for the past eight years don’t mean I’m some country hick now. So do me a favour less of the kid gloves, I’m not senile yet.

RICHIE

Sorry Pops, I didn’t wanna, (pause) you know, sorry.

LEN

Don’t worry about it. How’s about a few bevies around the old town see if I can find anyone I used to know who is still alive.

RICHIE

Let’s go Pops.

67.

INT

NAGS HEAD

NIGHT

Gary is sitting at a table with a girl, he is drinking a pint, the girl has a soft drink and a cigarette lit. Gary waves over to Wally, Del and Reg, who are sitting at the very same table they have always been at.

GARY

(Smiling)

There’s see no evil, hear no evil and struggles to speak any e,e,e,e,evil.

GIRL

(Looking over)

So, do you think it is for real this time?

GARY

God knows, neither of them want it. The old fella just skips along through life not realising what he does affects everyone around him and me mother, well, she’s me mother. She wants her cake and you know.

GIRL

No, what?

GARY

(Nods at a man who walks past the table)

Alright. (Pause and sits forward) She loves the fact he’s a bit of a rough diamond but then she is forever trying to polish him.

GIRL

What do you mean?

GARY

She wants to change him but not enough that he actually realises she wants him different. It’s money, he has always gambled since I ever remember. All that’s happens these last year is he is losing more. If he was winning she wouldn’t bat an eyelid.

GIRL

It’s not fair though, I mean blowing the holiday money.

GARY

Of course it ain’t fair, but why did she let him look after the money. He’s hardly the world’s most financially switched on man.

GIRL

You have to have trust in a relationship

GARY

Trust is for children and fools.

GIRL

(Shocked)

Hang on a minute. I trust you.

Gary smiles and then looks up at the door as it swings open and Leo walks in. Leo comes in to the pub, he straightaway spots Wally, Del and Reg sitting playing cards. He notices Gary with the girl at the table.  Leo goes to the bar and then over to Gary, he pulls up a seat and joins them.

LEO

Alright Gaz, sorry I’m late.

GARY

Alright dad, this is Ester.

LEO

Hello Ester, you alright?

GARY

I went round to see mum.

LEO

How is she?

GARY

Alright, (To Ester) back in a minute. (To Leo) Let’s sit over here.

Gary and Leo go and sit down at another table, Leo acknowledges his friends with a wave and intimates he will be over shortly.

LEO

So what’s the big secret?

GARY

I hate to pour more misery on you but you better know.

LEO

Know what?

GARY

(Smiling)

It’s almost comical

LEO

What is?

GARY

She came around the house yesterday looking for you and she found the fallout from your transformation from dad to mum.

LEO

What are you on about?

GARY

She thinks your having an affair.

LEO

An affair, with who?

GARY

Well its no one is it, she found the perfumes out, the girlie shit and thinks you’ve had some slapper around here using all her gear after you’d been poking her I presume. I didn’t want to go into details with her. She was heartbroken.

LEO

I don’t believe this, can it get any worse.

GARY

It can get an awful lot worse if Richie Mullins kops on.

LEO

What did you say to her?

GARY

I told you her she was wrong, but she thought I was covering for you.

LEO

I was gonna go round and see her as well. (Pause) I can’t be worrying about that now, I got too much other shit on my mind. Once I get this sorted I’ll smooth it out with yer mother.

GARY

I’d sort my priorities out if I was you dad

LEO

Give us a break Gary, what should I do. I got a chance to clear off the debt that is driving me to the point of despair

GARY

(Standing up)

I’m just telling you, you should sit and down and think what’s important to you. You ain’t no spring chicken anymore. If you gonna get her back your gonna have to offer her a lot more than empty promises. 

LEO

Like what?

GARY

You married her dad, I presume you know her. You could start by taking up a new hobby that doesn’t dig a big fucking hole for you to fall in.

LEO

What’s that supposed to mean?

GARY

Think about it, the root of all your problems is your gambling. Mum left because of it, you’re dressing up like some fucking creation of a Swedish Frankenstein which a liking for butch tarts. Whilst dressed up as this thing, and believe me I’ve seen it, you ain’t pretty, you hoodwink Richie Mullins dad into falling for you. Now think about this, you are doing all this because of a liking for betting on horses, don’t that tell you something dad.

LEO

(Staring at him and beckoning with his hands)

Don’t hold back son, give me it straight.

GARY

Don’t ask the question if you don’t really want to know the answer.

LEO

Give it a rest, what do you suggest?

GARY

Dad, you gotta know what needs doing, talk to her, tell her the truth

LEO

How can I, she would have me committed.

GARY

I gotta get back.

LEO

Yer ok, who is she?

GARY

Just a friend.

LEO

She’s nice.

GARY

You got other things to think about.

Gary goes back to the table with Ester, Leo stands slowly and goes over towards the three friends.

LEO

Alright lads.

DEL

Alright mate, busy night?

LEO

(Shakes his head)

Could say that, unusual.

Close up of Leo’s face as he smiles an almost uncomfortable smile, as if, all what has been said is hitting home.

68.

INT

SHARON’S MUM’S HOUSE

NIGHT

Sharon is in the front room with her mother and two men. One of the men is tall and very skinny with glasses, the other is smaller and better built. The skinny one is standing up.

SKINNY

You never should have married him in the first place. You should have known on the wedding day.  Listening to a horse race on the radio before the speeches. I’ll never forget the look on the old fella’s face.

SMALLER ONE

Give it a rest Lionel, the only reason the old fella’s chin dropped was because he had a tenner on the one that fell at the last.

LIONEL

That’s bullshit. 

SMALLER ONE

No it ain’t, I remember him telling him, it was 9-1 or something like that.

LIONEL

(Smiling and pulling a macho face)

Shaz dump him and get a real man.

SHARON

Like who, you, do me a favour. One extreme to the other, your idea of risk is paying waiting for the red bills. (Shaking her head)  Thanks, some brothers you are, you’re supposed to be here to cheer me up not depress me further.

LIONEL

Sorry Shaz, (Pause) and sorry Tommy.

TOMMY

What are you apologising to me for.

LIONEL

I forget to tell you I can’t go tomorrow night.

TOMMY

You kidding, I’ve paid for the ticket.

LIONEL

I’ll give you the money back for it.

TOMMY

Forget it. So where you going then.

LIONEL

Nowhere, Anne’s going to see the butterbeans.

Everyone looks up at Lionel as he stands there.

DOREEN

The what?

LIONEL

(Gazing at them all in surprise)

The butterbeans, ain’t you heard of them. They’re the new Chippendales.  Maybe you should go with Anne Shaz, keep an eye on her for me and maybe loosen yourself up.

SHARON

Do you mind, I’m fine as I am, and watching a load of oiled sun tanned teeth flap their dicks in giggling faces does nothing for me.

DOREEN

(Smiling)

I could go with her.

TOMMY

Please mother behave

SHARON

It would be more fun at the dogs.

TOMMY

Come with me then, I’ve got this spare ticket.

SHARON

(Smiling)

Would you mind. (Pause) No I won’t.

DOREEN

Don’t be daft it will do you a bit of good to get out of here for a night, I’ll watch Trace.

TOMMY

Come on, I’ll be on my own if you don’t.

SHARON

Do you know what I will, what the hell. It will do me good, I tell you what Tommy I’ll dress up as well. Everyone will be wondering who this young chick on your arm is.

TOMMY

(Getting up and going over and kissing Doreen)

I’ve always got a young chick on my arm. I’m off, I’ll pick you up at 6.30 tomorrow.

SHARON

Make it six, I want to go round and get my fur coat from the house. It’s the one thing of any value he did buy me.

DOREEN

Did you ever get that stain out of it?

SHARON

No, that’s why he got it cheap.

LIONEL

What a cheapskate buys his wife a stained fur coat.

SHARON

I’ve never seen Anne with one on.

LIONEL

She ain’t got one that’s why.

SHARON

(Smiling)

Well there you go, mine maybe stained but its still mine.

TOMMY

Alright six then, be ready. See you later.

Tommy leaves and Lionel sits down in his seat.

LIONEL

So really, do you think this it between you two?

DOREEN

No it isn’t and don’t be putting foolish ideas in her head either. I’m too old for lodgers. (Looking up at the clock, to Lionel) You better be going too, it’s getting late.

LIONEL

(Getting up)

Charming kicked out by me own mother.

DOREEN

(Kissing him as he bends down)

See ya over the weekend.

Lionel leaves, Sharon and Doreen are now sitting on their own. Sharon picks up a paper and starts reading it.

DOREEN

You ain’t gonna find the answers in there Sharon.

SHARON

(Not looking up)

Don’t start this again.

DOREEN

You have to go and see him.

SHARON

Why should I chase after him, I left him, if he wants me back he can ring me or something. And what about this other woman?

DOREEN

What other woman? You don’t know anything you are just jumping to conclusions. What did you see?  Perfume out, tights lying around. After what you did to his clothes it’s no surprise if he hasn’t ruined all yours, maybe that’s why they were out.

SHARON

(Unsure and confused)

Maybe, I don’t know.  But that doesn’t change the fact. I am not running back to him.

DOREEN

Oh, do what ever, you’re a big girl now.

69.

INT

NAGS HEAD PUB

NIGHT

The four men are all around a table playing dominoes. Leo does not look happy, he is fidgety and looking around constantly.

DEL

Your lay Leo

LEO

(Not listening)

Sorry, what?

REG

It’s your lay.

LEO

(Putting his hand down)

I’m out of it.

WALLY

You alright, right, right, right L, L, L, Leo.

LEO

(Looking around)

Tired of this place, lets have a jug somewhere else.

DEL

Somewhere else, where?

LEO

Anywhere just to get out of here.

REG

We could go down the Parrot for a pint. Apparently they do bar snacks, roast totties and that, for nothing.

DEL

Is that all you think about, your fucking guts.

REG

No, but there’s no harm in it. It serves a good pint as well.

LEO

Yer why not, come on the Parrot.

WALLY

I’m, I, I, I’m, shoo, shoo, shoo, shooting of,f,f,f, after this one, one, w, w, w, one anyw,w,w,w,w,way.

LEO

(To Del)

You coming.

The barman comes over with an empty pint glass in his hands and some tickets.

DEL

Alright Cheesy?

CHEESY

Alright lads, listen my brother is running a coach to Walthamstow to the dogs tomorrow night, he’s been let down by a few people, he’s got six tickets left, anyone interested?

LEO

(Nervously)

No, not me.

DEL

Well fuck me, the Agar Khan turning down a chance for a little bet. You must be ill.

LEO

Trying to cut down.

REG

(To Wally and Del)

What do youse reckon?

WALLY

Dun, dun, dun,nnn,no

DEL

I’ll tell you what Cheesy, I’m off work tomorrow, we’ll think about it tonight and I’ll pop in tomorrow and tell you one way or the other.

REG

How much are they?

CHEESY

Eight quid and that includes entrance to the dogs. If I flog them tonight though that’ll be tough. I can’t guarantee I’ll still have them.

DEL

That’s fair enough. I’ll see you tomorrow.

Cheesy departs.

LEO

That’s some nickname, why do they call him that?

DEL

He went out with Timmy what his names sister, Brook, Chloe Brook. He’s got this medical condition where his chopper permanently seeps semen. She reckoned when he got it out it was like sitting down to a dish of freshly cooked lasagne. Smelt rotten, he used to have to shower before she put her sherbet pips anywhere near it.

LEO

(Laughing)

That’s fucking terrible, poor old git. So what did she dump him.

DEL

No he dumped her.

LEO

You’re kidding why?

DEL

He couldn’t stand the smell of her breath.

All four of them burst out laughing.

DEL

(Laughing)

I swear to you, that’s meant to be true.

REG

He must have more neck than a jockey’s arse.

The laughing grows.


















CUT TO

70.

EXT
STREET
NIGHT

Leo, Reg and Del are walking slowly along the street, they are walking without real purpose, they are still smiling and full of laughs.

LEO

(Stopping outside a pub and looking up)

How about one in here

DEL

This is your man’s pub, the paddy gangster.

REG

Who, Willie Byrne’s?

DEL

Yep.

LEO

Let’s have one.

71.

INT

THE FORESTERS PUB

NIGHT

We see the three men enter the pub, in the corner there are two men, one playing a fiddle and the other a tin pipe, they are playing traditional Irish music.  The pub has a good crowd in it, a lot of men in work clothes are spread around the place. The three make their way to the bar.

BARMAN

(Irish)

Alright gent’s what will ya have?

LEO

Three harp please.

REG

No lager for me Leo, I’ll have a vodka and diet coke and get us a couple of packets of dry roasted.

DEL

Can’t you lay off the grub for a minute and what’s the crack with the diet coke?

REG

Every little helps.

LEO

Leave him alone.

DEL

(Shaking his head)

Comical.


















CUT TO

Sitting around a table, Reg has the bags of nuts opened and laying on the table.  The camera picks up the pub door opening and Richie and his dad coming in. Leo has his back to the door but Del spots them.

DEL

(Nodding towards the door)

Your business partner just came in

LEO

(Turning and looking and then turning back quickly)

Who?  Oh shit.

REG

What you two had a fall out?

LEO

No, not at all.

DEL

You better hope not because he’s coming over.

Richie and his dad make they way towards the table, Len stops and they have a brief conversation and then Len goes to the bar.

RICHIE

(Sitting down)

Alright Leo.  (To Reg) You eating again Roly.

LEO

Alright Richie, what you doing here?

RICHIE

Taking the old fella out for a beer, that sister of yours called off. (Looking around) Where’s the, f, f, f, f, f, third stooge tonight then?

REG

(Quietly)

He’s f, f, f, f, f, fucked off home.

RICHIE

(Smiling)

Nice to see you have a sense of humour tubby. (Standing) This is my dad.

The three stand and shake his hand, Leo smiles nervously and tries not to look in his eyes.

LEN

(To Leo)

You must be Leanne’s brother, strong family resemblance.

LEO

Yer everyone says that.

RICHIE

So what you doing down here, this ain’t a regular of yours is it?

LEO

No, just having a bit of a walk. Not a regular of yours either is it?

RICHIE

No, Willie and me ain’t the best of friends.

DEL

Didn’t he work for you once?

RICHIE

(Staring at Del)

You a fucking policeman or what, keep your oar out.

DEL

Sorry

LEO

(Standing)

Well we better make a move.

LEN

Nice to meet you, tell your sister not to keep me waiting tomorrow.

LEO

No problem.

RICHIE

(Smiling)

Watch yourself out there


















CUT TO

Leo, Del and Reg walking down the street. The street is busy.

DEL

I didn’t know you had a sister

LEO

So, I don’t know if you got one.

DEL

I haven’t got one

LEO

I didn’t know if you did or didn’t.

DEL

If I did you would have known.

LEO

How do you know?

DEL

Because I would have told you.

LEO

Not necessarily.

REG

You never told me you didn’t have a sister either.

DEL

Why would I, I haven’t got one

LEO

Who gives a shit. (Stopping outside a curry house) Who fancies a ruby?

REG

(Nodding his head)

I could eat something.

DEL

You can always eat something.

72.

INT

CURRY HOUSE

NIGHT

The curry house is fairly busy, it is loud, and most people are fresh out of the pubs and fairly boisterous. The three are sitting in a corner, all three have a pint of lager and are tucking into some popodoms. 

LEO

So seriously which hand do you wipe your arse with?

REG

Must we discuss this now?

DEL

My right hand. 

LEO

OK, and you are now eating popodoms with the same hand.

DEL

Yer so what?

LEO

Well you see that is where Muslims are different, they eat food with one hand and wipe their arse with the other.

DEL

And?

LEO

It’s a lot more hygienic.

DEL

Hang on a minute here, I’m not having this. I wipe my arse by wrapping several sheets of toilet roll around it. After disposing of the toilet roll I vigorously wash my hand with soap and water.  How is that unhygienic?

REG

(To Leo)

Do you wrap the toilet paper around or fold it into sheets?

LEO

Sheets, maybe four of five folded. One wipe, fold in half, another wipe fold again and then down the pan.

REG

Same as that, you wrap in around your hand. How many wipes would you get from that?

DEL

What do you think I keep a running score, how do I know.

The waiter comes over with his notepad in hand.

WAITER

Yes please.

LEO

(Picking up the menu)

I ain’t even looked yet.

REG

I’ll have a chicken Dhansak with mushroom rice please.

WAITER

Any side dishes?

REG

(Closing the menu)

No, (Opening the menu again) actually give me a portion of onion bargies and Bombay potatoes. Thanks

DEL

You hungry. I’ll have Chicken tikka musalla and plain boiled rice. Nothing else.

LEO

Give me a prawn patia and vegtale pilau. Nothing else, actually another three pints.

WAITER

(Takes the menu’s)

Thank you.

LEO

So where were we?

DEL

Talking about arse wiping.

LEO

No prior to that, Muslims are clean people.

DEL

Do me a favour, they dump into a little hole in the ground

REG

Do you know why that is?

LEO

No, why?

REG

The Koran says that God will be born from man. So they always check their business to make sure.

DEL

(Laughing)

Someone will squeeze the messiah out of their tiger nut, what a load of horse shite.

REG

Take it or leave it that’s what I heard.

LEO

Could be, who knows. Stranger things have been said.

DEL

No way.



















CUT TO

The three are now tucking into their curries. There is very little sound other than the clinking of spoons and glasses.

REG

(To Del)

What’s that like?

DEL

Lovely.

REG

Let’s try a bit and you can try mine.

DEL

No thanks. I’m alright with this.

REG

Well can I try yours?

DEL

No, I don’t want any of yours.

REG

(offended)

But I offered you some.

DEL

But I didn’t want any.

LEO

Let him try it.

DEL

Let him try yours.

LEO

(Offering to Reg)

Help yourself.

REG

I’ve had that before, it’s nice. I’ve never tried that one.

DEL

Well why didn’t you order it then?

REG

I’m not sure if I’ll like it.

DEL

So what am I the fucking guinea pig?

LEO

(Laughing)

You’re a miserable fucker, how your missus puts up with you I’ll never know.

DEL

You can talk, at least mine does put up with me.

The table goes very quiet and they both look at Del. Del looks embarrassed.

DEL

Sorry Leo, that’s bang out of order mate.

LEO

You’re alright. Forget it.

DEL

Here you are Reg help yourself.

REG

Stick it up your arse.

73.

INT

CANTEEN

DAY

Leo is sitting alone at a table, he is eating a sandwich and a packet of crisps, he has a cup of tea.  He is looking through the racing pages of a tabloid newspaper. A group of younger men on the next table are animatedly discussing a sexual conquest. Leo smiles and looks across at them.

1st MAN

(Laughing)

I swear she had the biggest tits I’ve ever seen, you could have hung your coat of her nipples.

2nd MAN

Had you swapped at this point?

1st MAN

No, we were in separate rooms.

3rd MAN

The only reason we swapped was because he threatened to fuck them both out, he’d shot his bolt and wanted them out of his house.

1st MAN

(Laughing)

I bet you’re glad I did now.

2nd MAN

Were they horny?

3rd MAN

They were rotten, one was fat and the other looked a bit stinky.

2nd MAN

You must have been steaming

3rd MAN

He faked an orgasm to get of her.

1st MAN

The fat one lay there complaining of a stomachache, and Joey says to her “fuck me that must be like a giraffe with a sore throat”.

Leo looks up from the paper as the three crack up laughing.

LEO

(Standing up)

Oh to be young again, so do any of you want a bet put on?

1st MAN

(Handing Leo a piece of paper and some money)

Cheers Leo

LEO

I won’t be back today, so I’ll pop it in tomorrow, OK?

1st MAN

Cheers Leo. See ya later.

74.

INT

LEO’S HOUSE

DAY

Leo is sitting in the front room, he looks sad. He goes over to the TV and turns it on. With the remote control he puts the teletext on. He is checking the racing results, he takes two betting slips from his pockets and checks the results.

LEO

Fuck me my luck seems to have finally changed. I couldn’t pick me hooter last week and now I can’t pick a loser.

Leo gets up and makes his way out to the kitchen, he puts on the kettle and lays the two betting slips on the table, he stares at them.

LEO

For the first time in years I am winning at the bookies and its not the same, no one around to share it with. (Sitting down) Puts things in perspective. You have really screwed things up Leo, Gary was right, what a position to be in. (Pause) Well tonight it all ends.

75.
  INT.

RICHIE MULLINS HOUSE

NIGHT

Len is sitting watching the television, Richie’s youngest son is sitting next to him.  We hear the front door open and Richie comes in to the room.

RICHIE

Alright pops, hello Tom, how’s my boy today.

LEN

Alright son.

TOM

(Looking up from the TV)

Hi dad.

RICHIE

(Taking of his coat)

I thought you were going out tonight?

LEN

I am, going to the dogs with Leanne. (Looks up at the clock) Suppose I better get ready.

RICHIE

How are you getting there?

LEN

(Standing up)

Cab I suppose.

RICHIE

Don’t worry about a cab I’ll get one of the twins to take you in the merc.

LEN

You sure, ain’t you going out tonight?

RICHIE

No, I fancy a quiet night in, I got hellhole 3 to watch on video.

LEN

Lovely, that’s great. I better ring Leanne, let her know I’ll be picking her up in style. She was ringing the taxi. Do you know the number?

RICHIE

Yea, I’ve got it somewhere.

Richie takes a book out of his pocket and begins flicking through it.

RICHIE

Here you go, 366 2544.

Len goes over to the phone and dials a number.



















CUT TO

76.

INT.
LEO’S HOUSE
DAY

The phone ringing in the hallway of Leo’s house. We hear footsteps coming down the stairs and Leo enters the scene wearing a pair of pants with tights over them.

LEO

(Picking up the phone)

Hello.



















CUT TO

LEN

Hello, is Leanne there please?



















CUT TO

LEO

(His face is one of panic)

Hang on (pause) who’s calling?

Leo walks to the bottom of the stairs, he softly shakes his head.

LEO

(Shouting)

Leanne, there’s a telephone call for you.

Leo stands at the bottom of the stairs for a moment and then slowly walks over to the phone.

LEO

Hello.


















CUT TO

LEN

Hi Leanne, just to let you know, we are being chauffeured tonight so just wait there for me, I’ll pick you up at seven.


















CUT TO

LEO

(Uncomfortable look on his face)

That’s great. What time? (Pause) Ok I’ll see you then.


















CUT TO

Leo is standing looking in the mirror, he slips a fur coat over his shoulders and a look of bewilderment creeps across his face.

LEO

I do look like Lily Savage. (Shaking his head) What a twat, if Sharon could see me now she’d wet herself.

We hear the sound of a car door shutting, Leo walks over to the window and peers out through the net curtains. We see Sharon and her brother getting out of the car and coming towards the house. 



















CUT TO

Leo’s face is one of complete panic, he quickly looks around and dives under the bed, he quickly checks to make sure the sheets are down as we hear the door open and voices.



















CUT TO

SHARON

Leo, Gary, anyone in? (Looking in at the front room, the room is tidy and clean)

TOMMY

(Looking in)

Well so much for looking like a bomb had been dropped.

SHARON

(Disappointed)

It is tidy. (Walking through to the kitchen) Not a dirty dish.

TOMMY

(Smiling)

You better get back quick before they realise they can do without you.

SHARON

Do you have to? (Spotting the slips on the table) I see he’s still gambling.

TOMMY

(Picking up the slips)

Must be winners or he’d have binned them.

SHARON

(Taking them off Tommy and smiling)

I’ll take them, he can pay for my evening out. Will they still be open?

TOMMY

No they’re shut, pick it up in the morning.


















CUT TO

Leo is still under the bed, you can hear a mumble of voices but cannot make out what is being said. Leo still has the fur coat on, he is sweating and the wig is slightly forward on his head. He is not moving at all.  Footsteps can now be heard coming up the stairs, the camera looks from under the bed. There is a small gap between the sheets and the floor, we see the door swing open and pair of women’s shoes enters the room.  We hear the squeak of the wardrobe door being opened.



















CUT TO

Sharon is pushing hangers out of the way.

SHARON

Where is it? God help him if he’s done anything with it.



















CUT TO

Leo is under the bed, the wig has now slipped right down over his eyes, he is very gently blowing it to try to move it. We hear the wardrobe door shut and again watch as the shoes exit the bedroom. 



















CUT TO

Sharon goes into the kitchen where Tommy is sitting reading the paper.

TOMMY

Did you get it?

SHARON

It’s not there.

TOMMY

Maybe he’s taken revenge for you cutting his clothes up.

SHARON

God help him if he has

Sharon goes over and takes a pen and paper of the side. She writes a note and leaves it on the table.

SHARON

Come on, let’s go. You’ll have to take me back to mum’s to get my other coat.

TOMMY

(Following Sharon to the front door)

So much for looking a million dollars.



















CUT TO

Leo hears the front door slam, he lays still for a few moments and then creeps out from under the bed. He crawls to the window and peeps out just in time to see the car pull away.

LEO

Jesus that was close.

Leo goes back to the mirror and starts to re-arrange himself, he removes the wig and replaces it on his head straight.  We hear the sound of a car pulling up outside, Leo quickly goes to the window, he sees the Mercedes outside with Mikey climbing out of the car.  Leo quickly smoothes himself down, checking the positioning of firstly his boob and then lifting the dress up and jiggling with his bollocks. We hear the doorbell ring and with one final check Leo takes a deep breath.

LEO

Right here goes.



















CUT TO

77.

EXT
OUTSIDE LEO’S HOUSE.

DAY

Leo opens the front door, Mikey is standing holding the back door of the car open, Len is sitting forward and has a big smile on his face. Leo smiles and steps outside, looking around as he does so, he quickly makes his way to the car.

LEN

Hello Leanne, how are you today?

LEO

Fine thanks, this is nice.

LEN

Courtesy of Richie, Walthamstow please Mikey.

MIKEY

Yes Mr Mullins.



















CUT TO

The camera follows the car, the car is travelling through a town we see Leo and Len laughing.



















CUT TO

A minibus full of men is just pulling out of a pub car park. We see Del, Reg and Wally through the window of the bus, they all have a tin of beer. Reg has a bag of crisps as well.

78.

INT

MINIBUS

NIGHT

Reg is sitting in front of Wally and Del, he is munching away on his crisps.

REG

(Talking with his mouthful, spitting crisp sparks as he does)

I can’t believe Leo missed this.

DEL

(Brushing away the sparks)

Do you mind, if I had of wanted some I’d have bought a bag.

WALLY

Do, d, d, d, do, do ya, ya ya, ya, y, ya think, he, he, he, he, he, h, he is mis, mis, mis, misss, m, miss, m, m, missing the mis, m, m, m, miss, miss, miss, missus?

REG

(Still spitting)

Sorry, its these teeth, they’re a bit big

DEL

Well stop pigging for a minute then.

REG

(Putting the crisps in his pocket)

I’m not sure Wally, but it’s unlike him not to come on a dog trip.

  DEL

Who gives a monkeys, we’re here. How much dough you got to lose?

REG

£60.00, that’s for my beer as well though.

WALLY

I’ve got sev, sev, s, s, s, se, se, seven, seven, se, seventy, f, f, f, f, f.

DEL

Three?

WALLY

(Shaking his head)

Seve, sev, seven, sev, seventy f, f, f

REG

Seventy-five?

DEL

Four?

WALLY

(Shaking his head)

S, s, s, s, s, seventy f, f, f, f, f, for g, g, g, g, g, gam, gam, g, g, g, betting.

79.

INT


PUB

NIGHT

Leo is sitting at a table with Len.  The pub is small and fairly empty.

LEN

Shall we have another quick one, its only quarter to seven, the first race is not until eight.

LEO

Sure, whatever you like Len.

LEN

Well then lets have one for the road.



















CUT TO

Len returns from the bar, he moves his stool around and sits a little closer to Leo.  Leo shifts in his chair, he takes a long drink of his half of lager.

LEN

I wanted to ask you something Leanne.

LEO

I have something I need to tell you as well?

LEN

You go first.

LEO

No you first Len.

LEN

Well okay.  Where do I start? (Smiling) I’ll be seventy-two in April, my Margie has been dead for almost ten years.  For the past eight years I have been living down in Devon, its quiet and a little lonely but I would not swap it for the world. Once a year I come to London and spend a week with Richie and his family. (Smiles) It’s great to see them all and they fuss but every year the longing to get back home gets stronger and earlier. Last year after I was here for two days wishing I was home. Every year that is except this year. Do you know why that is?

LEO

No Len, why?

LEN

Because of you Leanne, because of you. This year I don’t want my time to end. You make me laugh your fun to be with.  What I am getting to (Pause) is will you come back to Devon with me?

LEO

(Taking a drink he splutters and chokes)

LEN

Are you ok, (tapping Leo’s back)

LEO

It went down the wrong hole.

LEN

Hope it was not what I said?

LEO

Len, I have enjoyed your company and it is a tempting offer but…

LEN

(Smiling)

But, but is a word that tells us everything prior to it means nothing.

LEO

That’s what I had to tell you, I am going home tomorrow and I won’t be coming back.

LEN

Tomorrow why? Will you not change your mind?

LEO

I can’t change my mind. It would never work Len.

LEN

Couldn’t we try at least?

LEO

It could never work Len. Let’s just enjoy this evening and see if we can win a few races. I’m on a hot streak so just stick with me.

LEN

(Smiling)

You’re the boss. Let me just go to the gents quick and we’ll make a move.

LEO

OK.

Len stands and goes off to the toilet, as he goes Leo drinks the rest of his drink straight down and then takes what is left in Lens glass and drinks that as well.

LEO

I don’t believe this, he fancies me. God give me the strength to see this night through.

Leo finishes Lens drink and looking round adjusts his packed lunch.  Len returns from the toilet and stands next to the table. He looks at his empty drink glass.

LEN

Shall we go?

LEO

(Standing)

Yes lets go.



















CUT TO

Len and Leo are back inside the car as it pulls up outside the Walthamstow dog track. Mikey gets out of the car and is about to open the door, Len opens the window.

LEN

Give us a moment please Mikey

MIKEY

Sure Mr. Mullins.

Leo’s face shows worry and he smiles nervously.  Len shuts the window and turns to Leo. He edges closer and puts his arm on the back of the seat.

LEN

Do you mind if I kiss you?

LEO

(Smiles and offers his hand)

Sure go ahead.

LEN

(Laughing and rubbing the back of Leo’s head)

You are such a tease. A kiss (moving closer) a real kiss.

Len closes his eyes and moves forward to kiss Leo, Leo turns his head and Len plants his lips on his cheek.  Leo quickly pulls away and opens the car door.

LEO

There now, happy.

LEN

(Smiling and shaking his head)

You are a hard woman.

80.

 INT

WALTHAMSTOW DOG TRACK

NIGHT

Del, Reg, Wally and the rest of the group from the minibus are sitting around two big tables in one of the bars, they are loud and excited. Everyone is tucking into a basket of chicken and chips, there are televisions everywhere showing earlier races.

DEL

(Mouthful of food)

This ain’t half-bad.

REG

It’s lovely.

CHEESY

(Shouting from the other table)

So Del what happened to Leo then?

DEL

Don’t ask, he’s a different man these past few days, his missus done the bunk, I think he’s pinning.

CHEESY

Jesus, you’d have thought he’d be out celebrating.

REG

(To a small balding man)

Barry, how long has your old girl been gone now?

BARRY

Ten years now.

DEL

(Under his breath)

He topped her though.

BARRY

I heard that, it was thrown out of court, there was no evidence.

CHEESY

(Earnestly)

Tell us now Barry, did you do it, you can’t be tried for the same crime twice.

BARRY

Bugger off will yers, I never did anything of the sort. It broke my heart when she went, she was the mother of my kids.

DEL

Didn’t she leave a note or anything?

BARRY

No nothing, it was like the joke. She said she was going for some tea bags and I haven’t seen her since.  I’m still hoping she’s coming back.

REG

Still in love with her?

BARRY

(Laughing)

No I’m gagging for that cuppa.

CHEESY

So how come you got nicked for it then?

BARRY

Apparently she had told her sister she was having an affair, so when this came out instead of figuring she’d shot off with the mystery man they figured I’d done her in.

DEL

That’s a bit thin, you’d have thought they would have needed more than that.

1ST MAN

Didn’t I hear that they found you burning her clothes out in the garden a month after she had vanished?

CHEESY

(Smiling and when Barry turns his back mimics reeling in a fish))

That’s a bit dodgy, no wonder they banged you up.

BARRY

I burnt them after they’d banged me up, after I found out all about her affair I was as sick as a parrot. I thought of all the money she had spent on looking good for this other fella and I figured at some point she would be coming back for the clothes.  Well I made sure there was nothing left of them for her.

DEL

Didn’t I also see hear that they had a witness who saw you throwing something into the river?

REG

I heard that as well.

CHEESY

Sounds ominous to me Bazza.

BARRY

I was fishing, I caught a 4lb carp, I weighed it and threw it back in again. Is this a wind up I thought we were here to have a bet and a giggle, why doesn’t one of you shine a torch in my face and recreate the interrogation properly?

DEL

(Laughing)

Don’t be like that cheesy, we’re interested.

BARRY

(Sulking)

Taking the piss more like.

DEL

We’re only having the crack, we know your innocent.

WALLY

I k, kn, kn, kn, kn, know, ow, ow, ow y, y, y, y, you ina, ina, ina, ina, s, s, s, sent B, B, B, B, Baz, Baz, Bazza.

CHEESY

Oh yer how’s that then Wally?

WALLY

I, I, I, I, w, w, w, was the f, f, f, fella she r, r, r, r, ran off w, w, w, w, with.

The whole two tables go very quiet and everyone stops eating and stares around at Wally. Reg and Del especially are open-mouthed.

DEL

(Slowly)

Wally are you serious?

WALLY

N, n, n, n, n, n, n, no (laughing)

Everyone starts laughing, all except Barry.

BARRY

I knew you were all taking the piss but Wally I’m surprised at you.


















CUT TO

Tommy and Sharon are sitting on their own at a table down the other side of the bar, Sharon looks pretty fed up.

TOMMY

I didn’t bring you along here to sit looking at your miserable kisser all night. There’s no point fretting over the coat until you know what he’s done with it. Maybe he’s stuck it into Sketchley’s.

SHARON

(Looking and shaking her head)

This is Leo we’re talking about here, get real.

TOMMY

Well look whatever, let’s have a couple of bets and a few drinks and a laugh. Worry about it tomorrow. Here give us that betting slip and I’ll go and check how much he’s won. Might not even be a winner.

SHARON

(Digging in her bag)

It will be a first if it is a winner, he couldn’t pick a spot.

TOMMY

(Taking the ticket)

Well I’ll soon tell you.

Tommy gets up and goes over to one of the televisions, which is displaying earlier racing results.



















CUT TO

DEL

I gotta go for a gypsies, what’s the round I might as well get it when I’m up.



















CUT TO

Sharon is sitting there looking around smoking when she spots Del coming towards her. Del smiles as he spots Sharon.

DEL

(Sitting and smiling sympathetically)

Hi ya Shaz, how are you?

SHARON

Not too bad Del, how’s your lot doing.

DEL

Magic, thanks.

SHARON

I suppose Leo’s told you all about our problems?

DEL

He has mentioned it. (Looking around) So who you here with?

SHARON

My brother Tommy, he’s trying to cheer me up.

DEL

Great, do ya good to get out of the house, where is Tommy?

SHARON

He’s just checking out some results from earlier. So who are you with?

DEL

Just a minibus from the Nags, fourteen of us in all.

SHARON

I suppose he’s with you?

DEL

No, he’s not, he didn’t want to come.

SHARON

(Looking upset)

Him missing a gambling night, he must have something else lined up.

DEL

(Embarrassed)

He didn’t say Shaz, maybe he’s skint.

SHARON

(Becoming tearful)

Do me a favour Del, you know him as well as I do, this is half of our problem his gambling.  He blows all our money on it.  If it wasn’t for my bit of hairdressing we’d never manage.

DEL

(Increasingly uncomfortable)

We all have our problems Shaz, life’s no bed of roses for any of us.

SHARON

(Wiping her eyes)

I think he’s having an affair.

DEL

No Shaz, never, he would have told me that and I swear he has not mentioned it. I’d know honest.

SHARON
And like you’d tell me anyway.

DEL

(Putting his hand on hers)

Of course I would you’re my friend as well.

SHARON

(Smiling)

Thanks

DEL

So what makes you think he’s having an affair then?

SHARON

Maybe its nothing, I went around there the other day, I wanted to talk to him, see if we could, you know, sort things out. Well anyway I think a woman had been there and to make things worse it looked like she had been using all my things.

DEL

(Laughing and shaking his head)

SHARON

(Offended)

I’m glad you can find it amusing.

DEL

(Big smile)

Relax, you have been worrying over nothing. I can explain everything.

SHARON

(Confused)

This will be interesting.

DEL

He’s not having an affair at all. You are going to feel so silly.

SHARON

(Impatient)

Make me feel silly.  I’m dying to know.

DEL

(Arms apart)

He’s got his sister staying with him, he told me.

SHARON

(Tearful again)

Oh great.

DEL

(Confused)

What’s wrong, I thought you’d be happy, Jes she must be some sister if she upsets you like this.

SHARON

(Raising her voice and standing up)

Some sister Del, some sister. Leo is an only child

Tommy approaches the table just as Sharon stands and storms off crying.

TOMMY

What the fucks going on here?

DEL

I think I have just dropped a major bollock.

TOMMY

What is it?

DEL

I’d better let Sharon tell you, I think Leo’s been naughty.

TOMMY

Well she suspected anyway. Go on you crack on I’ll sort her out.

Tommy goes off in the direction that Sharon went and leaves Del standing at the table on his own.

DEL

Sorry Leo.


















CUT TO

81.

INT

LADIES TOILETS

NIGHT


Sharon is in the toilets, she is crying looking in the mirror, and her mascara has begun to run. A woman who comes out of a cubicle comes to the washbasin to wash her hands. She looks sympathetically at Sharon.

WOMAN

You alright love? There’s none of them worth crying over you know.

SHARON

(Drying her eyes)

I’ll be alright.

WOMAN

(Handing Sharon a tissue from her bag)

You dry your eyes and get out there with your head held high, don’t you let him see he’s upset you like this.

SHARON

I’m sure he’s having an affair.

WOMAN

Bastards all of them. Well more the fool him, look at you, you’re gorgeous.

SHARON

(Tearfully laughing)

Two kids and twenty years ago maybe.

WOMAN

No now, you get back out there girl. Don’t let a man upset you like this, you’re too good for this, come on. Let me buy you a drink.

SHARON

(Smiling)

Thanks.

82.

INT.

OUTSIDE TOILET

NIGHT

Sharon and the woman leave the toilet at the same time, as they do so Tommy comes running towards her.

TOMMY

What’s going on, I’ve been looking for you everywhere.

WOMAN

(Punches Tommy straight in the face)

Stitch that you bastard.

Tommy staggers backward and in a state of bewilderment looks at Sharon and the woman.

TOMMY

What the fuc…

SHARON

No, that’s not my husband, that’s my brother.


















CUT TO

WOMAN

(Close up of her face, she smiles)

Sorry.

83.

INT

BAR AT WALTHAMSTOW

NIGHT

Tommy and Sharon are sitting back at the same table. Sharon has a tissue on his nose and is dabbing it, there is a small amount of blood on the tissue.

TOMMY

I should have sued her.

SHARON

She said sorry, she was trying to be nice to me.

TOMMY

By what smacking me on the nose.

SHARON

She was only a woman.

TOMMY

Only a woman, she had forearms like George Foreman. God help her old fella if he upsets her.

SHARON

Sorry Tommy

TOMMY

You alright?

SHARON

I’ll be OK.

Sharon is brushed against as a couple walks past her, she looks up and sees the old man and then notices the woman’s coat. The camera looks at it and then at Sharon’s face who angles her head. The camera then picks up a small stain on the bottom of the coat. The camera is on Sharon’s face, which turns to one of rage, she stands up knocking her chair backwards.

TOMMY

What now?

Sharon moves straight after the woman, she reaches out with her hand to grab the woman’s hair, screaming as she does so. Leo wheels round and is standing there, Sharon is staring at the wig in her hand. Len is standing staring at Leo, Tommy too. Sharon slowly looks up at Leo and slowly moves towards him. By now the place is very quiet, the minibus lads having heard the commotion have come closer.  Their faces also portray shock and horror but not comprehension.

SHARON

(Moving slowly forward, staring intently at Leo’s face)

Leo is that you?

LEO

(Pathetic smile)

Hi Sharon, I can explain.

SHARON

(Slaps Leo round his face)

You bastard.



















CUT TO

DEL

(Amazed)

Leo?

Sharon storms away past Tommy, who is still dumfounded. Almost unable to look away he turns and goes after Sharon.


















CUT TO

LEO

(Turning to Len)

I don’t know what to say

LEN

(Looking around at all the faces, some smiling)

Neither do I.

Len turns and slowly and pitifully walks away. Leo watches and a look of sadness creeps across his face.

LEO

I’m sorry Len.

Len does not look around, Del suddenly appears at Leo’s side watching Len as he walks.

DEL

(Looking at Leo, who is still looking at Len’s departing figure)

Tell me Leo, what the fuck is going on?

LEO

(Slowly looking at Del)

Don’t ask Del.

Leo bends down and picks up the wig, he looks at it and almost thinks about putting it back on his head. He walks straight at the crowd, who slowly open up to let him through.

As he makes his way through them you can hear the laughing start and a few comments made as well as a couple of wolf whistles. Leo does not look back. We see Mikey in the thick of the crowd staring at Leo as he passes him.

84.

INT

SHARONS MUM HOUSE

NIGHT

Tommy, Gary and Doreen are all sitting downstairs in the living room. Tommy is angry, Doreen is very calm and Gary is carelessly watching the TV.

TOMMY

(Angrily)

He’s got some serious problems your old fella.

GARY

(Not looking)

None you can help him with.

TOMMY

He never played around with you when you were young did he.

DOREEN

You button it, you don’t know anything so keep quiet.

GARY

(Menacingly staring)

Watch what you say Tommy. Whatever you think he’s my old fella.

Sharon enters the room, she has her dressing gown on. Her eyes are bloodshot from crying so much. She has a glass of whiskey in her hand. Gary looks up as she enters.

GARY

The drink ain’t gonna help.

SHARON

(Angrily)

Let me be the judge of that.

GARY

(Turning the TV off)

It ain’t what you think mum.

SHARON

And how do you know what I think?

DOREEN

(Passively)

Listen to him, he knows the full story, you don’t.

SHARON

(Raising her voice and almost beginning to cry again, she pauses and restrains herself)

Listen to what, the story of how I ended up being married to twenty years to Danny La Rue.  God what a joke, I’ll have to move out of London.

GARY

Do you wanna hear or not?

DOREEN

Listen to him, it’s important.

GARY

Will you excuse us Tommy?

TOMMY

(Offended)

I’m part of the family.

SHARON

You stay where you are.

GARY

The old fella has got enough on his plate without all his in-laws having a giggle at his expense. If you want to hear Tommy goes. No offence Tommy.

TOMMY

I resent that.

DOREEN

Tommy, off you go. Your not wanted.

SHARON

(Nodding her head)

It’s alright go on.

Tommy stands up and angrily looks at Gary as he leaves, Gary takes no notice of him. We hear the front door shut and we see Sharon staring at Gary.

SHARON

Well lets hear it then.

85.

INT

RICHIE MULLINS HOUSE

DAY

Len is in his bedroom, he is slowly packing his things into a suitcase.  There is a knock at the door and Richie enters, he is angry but tries to remain clam.

RICHIE

What you doing dad?

LEN

What’s it look like, I’m going home.

RICHIE

Why didn’t you tell me last night pops?

LEN

Tell you what? 

RICHIE

Mikey has just phoned and told me, why didn’t you tell me?

LEN

Tell you what? How I’ve made a complete fool out of myself, in front of all them people.

RICHIE

He fooled me pops, don’t beat yourself up over it.

LEN

I tried to kiss her, him last night.

RICHIE

(Screwing his face up)

What happened?

LEN

He wouldn’t, (Pause and shaking his head) That sticks in my throat, he wouldn’t let me.

RICHIE

Well that’s a relief.  He looked like a woman dad, he fooled us all.

LEN

I spent two evenings with him son, (Thinking aloud) I always thought he was firmly shaped and his voice was husky but (Shaking his head again) why would you have thought she wasn’t, I mean, why would. Never mind.

RICHIE

Don’t go pops, stay.

LEN

I’m off son; I want to be at home.

RICHIE

(More aggressive)

You listen pops don’t you worry about a thing, I’ve already got the boys sorted. That bastard is going to regret the day he tried to fuck with the Mullins.  I’ll have his arms and legs broken.

LEN

No, you wont. 

RICHIE

I’m telling you, it’s sorted, he’s fucked.

LEN

I don’t want him hurt, just leave it, leave him alone.

RICHIE

(Angry and confused)

No way pops, he’s got to be sorted out. I can’t have people saying anything about this. I’ll be having the piss taken out of me. It’s bad for business. It’s got to be done.

LEN

(Closing the suitcase and shouting)

It was me, not you that’s been made a fool out of. Now I am telling you, no I’m asking you as your dad to do me a favour, leave him alone. I don’t want him hurt. He must have had a good reason to do it, probably the fear of owing you money drove him to it. I don’t want him paying twice for stupidity.

RICHIE

You’re asking me for a hell of a lot here pops.

LEN

Well I’m asking.

RICHIE

(Coming forward and grasping his arms)

OK pops. Listen you call me when you get home OK?

LEN

Thanks son, I appreciate it.

RICHIE

(Shaking his head and smiling)

They’ll all think I’m going soft.

LEN

No they won’t. Real power is having the opportunity to hurt someone and then not doing it.

RICHIE

Always the philosopher. 

86.

INT

RICHIE MULLINS OFFICE

DAY

Richie is behind the desk on the phone shouting. Mikey and Dikey come in and sit on the settee. Richie ends the conversation by slamming the phone down. He gets up from the chair and goes and sits on the corner of his desk.

RICHIE

Mikey, I want you to go and pick up my old man and take him to the train station, if he mentions Leo you just tell him that I said its all finished, OK?

MIKEY

OK Richie.

RICHIE

He’s gotta get the 12.14 from Victoria to Exeter. Once you dropped him off I want you back here on the double, we got a little business to attend to. That fucker is gonna pay.

DIKEY

We could get round there early, he’s probably still in his pit.

RICHIE

Nope, I promised the old fella I’d leave him alone. I want him well away on the train before I get this sorted. You make sure you wave to him as that train leaves, I want no cock-ups, make sure the old man goes, alright.

MIKEY

What are we gonna do with Leo?

DIKEY

Shall I bring anything with me?

RICHIE

(Looking out the office window)

God help him by the time I’ve finished.

87.

EXT
VICTORIA STATION

DAY

We watch as the train pulls away, through the window we can see Len, pensive and sad looking out of the window. Mikey waits until the train is right out of the station before he turns and hurriedly walks away.

88.

INT

SHARONS MUMS HOUSE

DAY

Doreen is in the kitchen as Sharon comes in, he has a dressing gown on and a towel around her head.  She is softly singing to herself, she comes in and puts the kettle on. Doreen watches her as she does so. 

DOREEN

You sound a bit chirpier this morning.

SHARON

I feel a lot better, I’ll have this tea and get on home.

DOREEN

At long last. Peace again, my phone bill is going to want paying. That daughter of yours must think it’s free.

SHARON

Don’t worry, I’ll sort that out for you.

DOREEN

(Sitting down)

What Gary told you last night, it’s not over yet love.

SHARON

What do you mean?

DOREEN

You’re looking very immediate, ok Leo is not having an affair but he owes a loan shark a lot of money and now he’s been caught out trying to stitch him up at the expense of the man’s father. I can’t imagine he’ll be too happy about that.

SHARON

We’ll pay him off the money and that will be it.

DOREEN

What kind of people do you think you are dealing with here Sharon, these aren’t reasonable people. Their logic is not the same as ours, Leo will have to pay more than money, you still might have to leave London.

SHARON

What do you mean?

DOREEN

Think about it love, Leo has made a right mess of things. Once this Mullins man knows what has happened, he will be paying a visit to Leo looking for more than money.

SHARON

(Look of panic creeps over her face)

Oh my God, I better get dressed. Is Gary up yet?

DOREEN

He’s up and gone about fifteen minutes ago?

SHARON

Where?

DOREEN

He didn’t say?

SHARON

(Going out of the kitchen)

He vanishes just when I need him.

89.


INT

LEO’S KITCHEN

DAY

Leo is sitting at the kitchen table, he has his head in his hands, his face still has traces of make up on, he is wearing a tracksuit and a glass of booze sits in front of him. He looks up at the clock, its 1.15pm. There is a look of complete resignation on his face.


















CUT TO

The front door comes crashing in, Mikey and Dikey burst through being followed by Richie.


















CUT TO

Leo quickly takes the glass and drinks the whole lot down, he closes his eyes and then slowly opens them, he stands and turns around, his hands resting on the table behind him. We hear footsteps as someone storms upstairs. Mikey comes into the kitchen and seeing Leo smiles, Richie comes in after him.

MIKEY

(Calling out)

Dikey, the kitchen.

RICHIE

(Pointing to his mouth)

Has this hole got fucking pubic hair round it?

LEO

No Richie.

RICHIE

(Moving towards Leo)

Then why have you taken me for a right cunt?

The camera is taken from Leo’s perspective, we see Richie come towards him and as he gets close he headbutts Leo and the camera goes to darkness.

90.

EXT

LEO’S HOUSE

DAY

Gary is walking down the street, as he reaches the gate he sees the door kicked in and quickly opens the gate and runs into the house calling his dad as he enters. Gary looks in the living room and then goes into the kitchen. As he enters he sees Leo sitting in a chair at the kitchen table, his hands are tied behind his back. One of his eyes are closing from where he has been hit.  Richie is sitting on a chair in front of him, Mikey and Dikey are standing back.
As Gary enters the kitchen all four of them look up at him.

GARY

(Trying to be calm)

Alright Dad, these friends of yours.

RICHIE

I didn’t know you had a boy Leo, fine strapping lad too.

LEO

Yer, he’s a good lad.

RICHIE

Well son, be a good lad and make yourself scarce would you?

GARY

Of course (turns around to go and then slowly turns back and smiles) but I’ve gotta take him with me.

LEO

Gary, go on son, I’ll be alright.

Richie rests his hand on Leo shoulder, he pats his back gently and then comes to stand behind him with a hand on each shoulder.

RICHIE

You heard your dad, now hop it, me and your father have got business to attend to.

GARY

That’s what worries me, I can see who’s gonna benefit from the business.

LEO

Gary, get out of here, don’t make this harder for me mate. I deserve this, you saw it coming. I was too thick to.

RICHIE

(Nodding his head in approval)

Leo, I’m impressed, facing up to your responsibilities, good lad. We might make a man out of you yet, because having seen it you make a fucking awful woman.

Richie, Mikey and Dikey start laughing.

GARY

Your old man didn’t think so though, did he?

RICHIE

(Looking around menacingly)

I forgive you that one, (To Leo) maybe another day I’ll take care of the boy.

LEO

(Looking at Gary, almost pleading with him, a solitary tear runs from his closed eye)

Please Gary, please son, just go.

RICHIE

(Not looking round, looking at Leo)

Look your upsetting your old man, (turning) now fuck off.

GARY

(Taking off his coat)

I can’t do it, you’re here because someone, my dad, done something to your dad. He was out of order, he never should have done it but he did. So you should understand why I can’t leave (Pause) he’s my dad. I can’t just walk out of here knowing you’re gonna hurt him, can I. Would you?

RICHIE

You’re trying my patience son. I am normally a very tolerant man but these last few hours have strained my nerves a bit. Now do me a favour and fuck off before I have these fine upstanding men do it for you.

LEO

(Shouts)

Gary, go now, I mean it.

GARY

(Stands with his hands hanging palms to them)

I cant go, sorry to upset your plan, but there you go.

RITCHIE

(Tom Mikey and Dikey)

Get him out of here, don’t hurt him, (Pause) too much.

Mikey and Dikey make there way around the table, Mikey is first and tries to grab Gary’s arm. Gary pulls his arm away and punches Mikey straight on the nose, we hear the bone break. Mikey staggers back holding his nose which begins pouring with blood. Dikey turns to look at Mikey as he stumbles back past him. As he turns back to look at Gary, Gary has slid on the floor and taken his legs away, as Dikey hits the floor Gary elbows him in the face. Leo and Richie’s faces are ones of complete amazement, Leo is open-mouthed. Gary quickly gets up and uppercuts Mikey’s bent figure, knocking him back over the table.  Richie comes towards him and Gary jumps and kicks him straight in the face. All three are now laying on the floor moaning.  Leo is still in complete and utter amazement staring from Gary to the three of them on the floor. As Leo looks at Gary, Gary smiles.

GARY

So much for a mis spent youth eh dad?

LEO

(Agog)

My son’s a closet Jean Claude Van Damme

Gary goes over to Richie and drags him up from the floor, he pushes him into a chair and sits on the table. He looks around at Mikey and Dikey who are beginning to try to get to their feet.

GARY

Stay down there boys or we start again. (Turning to Richie) Here’s the score, I do a little minding sometimes for Willie Byrne and his eldest daughter and me, well, you’re a smart man work it out for yourself.  I’ve been round to see him this morning and explained what has happened. Whatever happened here and between you and my old fella is covered by him, that means any retaliation against the old fella gets Willie involved.

RICHIE

(Taking out his hankie and wiping his nose)

You’ve got to be pulling my pisser.

GARY

Fraid not, he quite fancies me as a son-in-law. You got any problems he told me to tell you to pop round and see him.  So anything happens to him and I mean anything your fucked. And when Willie and his boys are finished I’ll be there waiting, just for you.

RICHIE

(Wiping his bleeding mouth)

What about my money?

GARY

He owes you money, he owes you money. He’ll pay you back, right dad?

LEO

(Still not appreciating what is happening)

Half of it, I worked half off dressing up as…

GARY

(Shaking his head)

Dad?

LEO

(Nods his head)

I’ll pay off all what I owe.

RICHIE

I can’t believe this.

GARY

(Menacingly)

Believe it Mullins, I can’t stand you and your petty little loan sharking business, creaming money of (looking at Leo) naive, stupid people. It’s over, for your sake it better be. Next time you lend dough to someone, check they can pay you back. Now get the Mitchell twins and get the fuck out of our house.

Gary stands aside and Richie goes over and makes his way to the door. Mikey and Dikey stand up and look back at Gary. Richie kicks the kitchen door as he walks out.

GARY

(Shaking his head)

Tough men, I’ve done harder shits.

LEO

(Smiling)

Any chance you could untie my hands.

GARY

(Going behind Leo)

Sorry Lily.

LEO

(Standing and turning around and looking at Gary)

I have to say son, I’m shocked. (Hugging Gary and beginning to cry) Thanks son. I was scared mate, really scared. I thought I was done for.

GARY

You’ll be alright now, it’s all sorted. I was praying I was not too late. I had to get round and see Willie first though.

LEO

(Wiping his eyes)

Was that true about you and his daughter?

GARY

It was all true. You met her the other night, remember Ester.

LEO

Jesus she don’t take after the old man. Mind, neither do you.

Gary, now he has untied Leo, takes a chair and sits opposite him. He smiles at him

GARY

Nice shiner

LEO

(Mimicking a karate chop)

You’re a surprise son, I thought you were an idle waster, like myself. (Smiling) All that time I thought you were poncing around. Talk about don’t judge a book by its cover. I’ve never felt so scared but proud in my life.

GARY

(Sitting down at the table)

Twelve years I’ve been doing the Karate, you’ve gotta pick something up.

LEO

(Hands shaking, he picks up the glass)

Wouldn’t get us a glass would you Bruce.

GARY

(Standing and taking a bottle from a cupboard) 

You got lucky dad, (pours some into his glass) you might not be so lucky next time

LEO

(Taking a long drink)

I know mate, I’ve got to sort your mother out. She knows, she saw me dressed up as the clone.

GARY

Don’t worry, I was round Georgies last night when she came home, I’ve explained a few things to her. I think she’ll listen to you anyway.

LEO

(Smiling and reaching forward to pat Gary’s leg)

What would I have done without you?

There is a scream from the front door and the sound of footsteps on the door, Sharon appears in the kitchen, face panicking. She sees Leo’s eye and quickly runs over to him. Sharon wraps her arms around him and kisses his face all over.

SHARON

Oh Leo, are you alright sweet heart, what’s happened here?

GARY

(Standing)

I’m off, you two have got things to get sorted. 

LEO

Where you off too?

GARY

(Smiling)

Sign on and Karate.

LEO

Seeya mate.


















CUT TO

Leo and Sharon are sitting at the kitchen table, Sharon is bathing his eye.

LEO

No more gambling love, I swear to you.

SHARON

This has been the worst time of my life Leo, we can work things out together.

LEO

I can’t be without this, I realise now it’s all I want. Forget about the gee gee’s and the dogs. I had some winners when you were away and it all meant nothing to me, nothing at all. I even lost two tickets, there must have been a few bob on them as well. But who cares, I’ll pay off Mullins, I’ll do whatever it takes, I can get a job cabbing at night.

SHARON

How much were them tickets for you lost?

LEO

I’m not sure, one was a Yankee there was still two horses to come in. But it could be a ton maybe on one and maybe eighty on the other.

SHARON

(Smiling)

I was round here yesterday.

LEO

Yer I know, I was hiding under the bed.

SHARON

Why?

LEO

I was in my other role.

SHARON

You idiot, (Shaking her head) I took the tickets anyway.

LEO

Good stuff, with the winner I had the other day I should have about four hundred to give Mullins.

SHARON

Think again.

LEO

What are you on about?

SHARON

(Taking a big wad of money out of her purse)

All four horses won.

LEO

(Excitedly)

You’re kidding me, the full Yankee come in, how much?

SHARON

Six grand.

LEO

(Standing up and jumping)

Six grand, six fucking grand, I’m on a roll. Some people say never quit while you’re ahead.

SHARON

(Standing and slapping him around the head with the cash)

Roll my arse.

The picture captures Leo’s face as he gets hit and Sharon’s as she hits him with the wad.

THE END
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