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| NT- NI GHT- BEDROOM

Dar kness. W see a young man, early thirties, lying in bed in
a pair of boxer shorts, no covers, staring at a ceiling fan,
eyes w de open.

We hear the sound of sonmeone having sex in another room The
rhythm c thunping of a bed. Moaning.

WOVAN
(O f canera)
Ugh, Yes, yes, harder, Don't stop.

The thunping gets faster and | ouder. The man in the bed just
stares.

WOVAN( CONT' D)
Ugh, don't stop, don't stop, Ch shit..

The thunping gets faster, | ouder.

WOVAN( CONT' D)
Oh shit...Oh God, Ahhh...

The thunping stops. Quiet. The young man stares at the
spinning ceiling fan. He sits up and puts his feet on the
floor, his hands to his head. He sits for a nonent.

He's in his early 30's,about 6ft with a thin yet athletic
build, his head crowned with scruffy dark hair in a
nondescri pt style.

He gets out of bed and puts on a pair of old worn out, baggy
j eans and a washed to often t-shirt. The clothing is
stretched out hiding his physique. He slips on a pair of old
sneakers.

He wal ks out of his bedroom door.

| NT- NI GHT- L1 VI NG ROOM

The young man wal ks through the living area towards the front
door. The house is old, unkenpt, cluttered. As he gets near
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the door, a woman wearing a robe, chunky in build, her dirty
bl onde hair a ness, drunk, cones out from another room

WOVAN
Where are you goi ng?

MAN
Qut for a walk nom

WOVAN

(Slurring)

It's alittle late to be going for a
wal k.

VAN
It's 10 O cl ock

WOVAN
Way are you going out? Chhh...l get

it.

She wal ks over and grabs his face in both hands. He can snel
the liquor on her.

WOVAN( CONT' D)
Did we nmake too nuch noise in there?
Can't sl eep?

He pull s away.

A man wal ks out from behind her wearing a stained t shirt and
shorts. He's fat, has a scruffy look to him He's snoking a
cigarette and holding a can of beer. He gives the young man a
di sgust ed | ook.

MAN
This the kid you been tellin ne about?

WOVAN
Yeah, this is nmy son, Lucas. Lucas,
this is...is...what the fucks your
name agai n?

MAN
Don't make no fuckin difference
anyways. Ain't like |I'mstaying for
di nner. Hey kid, we keep you up?
Sorry, your nomis a real aninal.

He sl aps her on the ass.
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Lucas | ooks down, shaken and turns towards the door.

WOVAN
Leave himalone. Don't stay out to
| at e honey unl ess of course you hook
up with someone. Ch , who am | kiddin?
See you soon.

Bot h | augh. Lucas wal ks out and cl oses the door.
EXT- NI GHT

Lucas wal ks down the nmain street of his small town. It's
sumrer and nuggy. He shuffles, his deneanor showi ng a | ack of
confidence, shy. He passes a few people. They ignore him One
coupl e wal king a dog. The dog barks at him The owners pull
the dog away as he wal ks by.

He | ooks into sone of the hones. He sees people sitting,
wat chi ng TV, happy. He passes one of the bars in town. Its
pretty full inside. People are |aughing, drinking. Friends.

He wal ks down a little farther past the old hones, past the
pi zzeria, and past the towns second bar, an old honme built in
the 1700's converted to a tavern. He stops in front for a
nmoment, hands in pocket, head down. He admires this place. It
seens inviting.

It | ooks full. People |aughing. A group of nmen toasting.
Lucas wants to toast something. He wants to be in there with
them H s eyes catch the bartender. She | ooks to be in her
twenties, long dark, cascading hair, pretty. She has a | ook
of abandon about her. She's noving around talking to
custonmers. For a nmonment Lucas thinks she sees himand sm | es.
No, he's wi shi ng.

He wants to go in but can't bring hinself to do it. He cl oses
his eyes, turns and continues his wal k. As he gets to the end
of the street two drunk towni es cone around the corner and

al nost bunmp into him

The first man, early 20's, medium height wears a tight t
shirt showng his athletic build and shorts. The second is
stocky, wearing a polo shirt and jeans. They're both drunk.

FI RST MAN
Dude. What the hell? Hey | know you.
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Lucas | ooks down trying to avoid eye contact.

LUCAS
(Very softly)

S...sorry.

He noves around them The first man bl ocks himpuffing his
chest out.

FI RST MAN
No man, | know you. You're the town
retard.

SECOND MAN

Yeah, guy is always wal ki ng around
with his head down. Lookin for
quarters dude?

FI RST MAN
(chal | engi nQg)
You ignhoring ne retard?

LUCAS
(Nervous)
"' mjust taking a wal k.

FI RST MAN Just taking a wal k? Can | take a walk with you
retard?

Lucas stands there, head down, his hands in his pocket and
says not hi ng.

SECOND MAN
C non nan. Leave em al one. Besi des,
it's alnost | ast call.

The first man gives Lucas an up and down | ook. Lucas doesn't
nove.

FI RST MAN
Yeah, you're right. See ya retard.

As he noves past he bunps Lucas hard jarring and knocking him
back.

Both nmen head toward the ot her bar down the street. Lucas

stands still for a few nonents ashaned of hinsel f, defeated.
He turns and wal ks of f.
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| NT- LUCAS LI VI NG ROOM

Lucas is on his couch watching an action novie. He's
nmesneri zed. Hi s eyes are fixed on the hero, handsone, well
built, confident, fighting 4 nen effortlessly.

He wants to be that man. He wants to have that confi dence.
H s eyes don't nove fromthe screen.

He...junps
Of Screen

DELORA
(Loud) Lucas!)

LUCAS
(startled) What non?)
Lucas nother, Delora walks into the
room She's wearing a formfitting
dress to tight for her build. The
years of drinking show on her cracked
pi nki sh face.

DELORA
" mgoing to work. Not sure when [|'|
be hone.
LUCAS K.
DELORA
Are you wor ki ng today?
LUCAS
Yes na.
DELORA

(Di sgust ed)
A grocery store for God's sake. Wy
can't you try to get sonething a
little better. You're in your 30's.
You think you'd grow up. Your father
was a loser. (Sigh)l was hopin you'd
turn out different.

She shakes her head in disgust.
A nother can only do so nuch.

Lucas says nothing. He just stares at the novie. H s nother
noti ces.
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DEL ORA( CONT' D)
Anot her fuckin acti on novi e.

She turns and wal ks out. Lucas just stares straight ahead.
The man in the novie is still fighting. H's back is to the
canera. The man turns around and it's Lucas.

Lucas is fighting, dodging, punching. As he's being attacked
he disarnms the man's gun and uses the gun to shoot anot her.

An ol der woman cones out of a |linp. She has a gun in her
hand. Lucas spins around and shoots her in the forehead. The
worman stands there for a second, her pistol still pointing.
It's Lucas nother.

She drops. Lucas sniles.
| NT- DAY- GROCERY STORE

A grocery store full of shoppers noving in and out of aisles.
Lucas is in the produce area taking apples out of crates and
stacking themin boxes. He noves slow and net hodically.

H s manager. Pete Abello, 45, balding, chunky, arrogant, his
white shirt | ooking one size too small, wal ks past Lucas. He
stops for a nonent, turns and wal ks behi nd him

He smacks Lucas on the back.

PETE
How we doin Luc? Stackin skills up to
par ?

LUCAS
(Softly)
Um . huh? Yes...l'mfine.

PETE
VWhat Luc? Coul dn't make that out.
You' re good?

LUCAS
Yes sir, |'m good.

PETE
Wel |l speed it up. We've got another 12
crates out back and | want them done
before you | eave. Wul dn't want your
hours cut would you. ?
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LUCAS
N..no sir.

A young woman, bl onde, her long hair tied in a pony tail,
|ate twenties, plain but cute, thin, in her store snock wal ks
by Lucas and Pete.

YOUNG WWOVAN
(Sm |ing)
(H Lucas.)
LUCAS

- (sShy)
H...hello Mry.

Pet e | ooks at her checking her out as she wal ks past.

PETE
VWhat? No "hi" to ne?

Mary keeps wal ki ng.
God I'd like to bang that ass.
Lucas nmakes a di sapproving face. Pete sees.

PETE( CONT' D)
What ? You don't approve? Jeez Lucas,
do you even |ike wonen? Get noving
before | add another bunch of crates.

Pete wal ks off into the crowd. Lucas stands, takes a breath
and cl oses his eyes.

Lucas m nd begins to wander. He sees hinself turn to his
manager after his remark about Mary. Lucas is confident, the
snmock fits tighter revealing a well defined frane.

LUCAS
You know Pete? |'ve had enough of your
shit.

Lucas punches Pete in the face, throws himaround and tosses
himinto a box of peppers. Pete is out.
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CLD WOVAN

Excuse ne, sir? Lucas opens his eyes.
LUCAS

Hm?
CLD WOVAN

Could | just get in there please.
LUCAS

Yes nmaam sorry.
The woman sm | es, noves around him and takes a few appl es.
| NT- EVE- GROCERY STORE LOCKER ROOM

Lucas is at his locker in the store | ocker room As he puts
hi s snock inside Mary wal ks in.

She seens to bounce, her pony tail rocking fromside to side.
Lucas sees her but just |ooks down. She goes to her | ocker,
t akes her snock of f and hangs it up.

MARY
(cheery) H Lucas!)
LUCAS Unm Hi .

Mary wal ks over to him and puts her hand on his shoul der.
Lucas | ooks unconfortabl e.

MARY Are you OK?

LUCAS
Wh. .. what do you nean? Yeah, |'m K.

MARY
It's just that | saw Pete giving you a
hard tine. He's such an ass. Don't |et
himget to you Lucas.

LUCAS
No...it's fine...l won't.

Mary noves a little closer to himand | ooks himin the eyes.
Lucas doesn't know what to do. He | ooks down trying not to
nmake eye contact.

MARY

You're a good guy. Don't |et people
t ake advantage of you.
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LUCAS
.won't.

MARY
Are you wor ki ng tonorrow?

LUCAS
Yeah, um yes.

MARY
Al right. See you tonorrow.

Mary wal ks out. As she goes out the door she | ooks back for a
noment .

Lucas is still | ooking down but we see a faint smle.
EXT- EVE- TOWN

Lucas is strolling through his town again, wearing the same
clothes, at shirt and jeans, hands in pocket, |ooking down,
shuffling nore than wal king. He stops in front of the sane
bar as the other night. He | ooks inside the w ndow.

The bar doesn't | ook as crowded as the | ast night. He sees
the pretty bartender working, her long black hair flow ng
down and over a tight |ow cut shirt.

She's pouring beer and | aughing. He can't keep his eyes off
her. She | ooks up, sees himoutside, and smles.

He freezes. A man wal ks past him Lucas takes a breath and
starts toward the entrance of the tavern. He stops, waits and
turns back the other way. He begins to | eave then stops
agai n.

He turns and | ooks through the wi ndow at the happy people. He
stands straight and shuffles to the doorway.

| NT- EVE- TAVERN

Lucas goes inside and stops at the small entrance to the bar.
the bar itself is long, made of oak. It's age shows but
there's a confort to the place. A tight wal kway separates the
bar fromsone small tables and bar stools where groups of
people sit. The crowd doesn't seemto notice him

He makes his way through the tight aisle, shoulders sl unped,
head down, to a seat at the far end against a wall. He sits
trying not to draw attention. The young bartender wal ks over
to him a big smle on her face. She's wearing a tight top
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and jeans hugging a very fit body.

BARTENDER

It's about tine you cane in.
LUCAS

Huh?
BARTENDER

| see you out there all the tine. W
don't bite in here.

LUCAS
( Nervous)
Un no.. just...
BARTENDER
Well I'"mglad you came in. W could

al ways use anot her regul ar.
(addressi ng another man at the

bar)

Ri ght Len?
LEN

Sure, whatever you say Skyl ar.
SKYLAR

Lens been a regular here for a very

| ong tine.
LEN

Too | ong.

Len, m ddl e aged, trucker | ooking regular guy.He's wearing

jeans and at shirt over a thin frane with a small beer gut.

He's wearing a baseball cap.

Len turns on his stool and faces Lucas. He puts out his hand.
H, |'mLen.

Lucas shakes it unsure.

LUCAS
Hi , Lucas
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SKYLAR
Lucas, | like that name. What can
get you Lucas?

LUCAS
Urmm beer.

SKYLAR
VWhat ki nd of beer?

LUCAS
Ch. .. Bud?

SKYLAR
A man of basics | see.

She wal ks to the cool er, bends over show ng her assets, gets
a bottle of Budweiser, opens it and pours into a glass. As
she puts it in front of himshe gives a disarmng smle.

LUCAS Thank you.

Skyl ar noves on to other custoners. Lucas sits taking a
drink. He watches nervously, unsure. He feels alone in a
crowded room

The man he was introduced to earlier,Len, sits next to him
| aughing with another guy. Lucas wants to say sonethi ng but
can't bring hinself to it. He just |istens.

Three m ddl e aged wonen sit behind himat one of four snal
tabl es all occupi ed.

Len turns to Lucas.

LEN Lucas, right?

LUCAS
(startled) Huh? Ch yeah.)
LEN
So Lucas, |live around here?
LUCAS Yeah, yes...
LEN Where?
LUCAS Um Pi ne Lane.
LEN( CONT' D)

Down by the cove?
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LUCAS Yes.

LEN( CONT" D)
That's a nice area. | always wanted to
live that way. How | ong?

LUCAS Al ny life.

LEN( CONT' D)
Funny, | never seen you around. Wat's
your | ast nane?

LUCAS Per so.

LEN( CONT' D)
Perso, Perso. | knew a wonman naned
Perso. It was a long tine ago.

Hearing that Lucas becones nervous. He | ooks away from
Len. Len noti ces.

LEN( CONT' D)
Sorry man, didn't nean to strike a
nerve. She rel ated?

LUCAS She's ny. ..
Skyl ar interrupts.

SKYLAR
Oh God, | see Len is talking. Sorry
Lucas, Lens a two beer notor nputh.

LEN
Don't you have a table to cl ean?

LUCAS No its good.

LEN( CONT" D)
Just trying to make our new patron
here feel confortable. After all, we

want him com ng back, right Sky?

SKYLAR
Yes we do. Can | get you anot her beer
Lucas?

LUCAS

No, t hanks. | shoul d get going.
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SKYLAR
Al'l right sweetie. Don't make yourself
scarce.

She leans in getting close, her cleavage show ng. Lucas can
snmell her breath. It's sweet.

|'"d like to see you again.

Lucas doesn't know what to do.He gets up al nost knocking the
bar stool over.

LUCAS
Um | will...ah, won't. Thank you.

LEN
Take it easy Lucas. N ce neeting you.

Lucas smles, nods, and hurry's out.
| NT- EVE- LUCAS HOUSE

Lucas wal ks through his front door. He hears the TV. As he
wal ks into the living roomhe sees his nother on the couch.
Next to her sits a guy. Not the same guy as the other night.
H's shirt is off, he's old, un-shaved. H's nothers tight
dress looks as if it was put on in a rush.

Her leg is over the guys leg. She's snoking and has a gl ass
of what |ooks |ike vodka in her hand. The guy has a beer. She
gi ves Lucas a drunk | ook. The man pays no m nd.

DELORA Where were you?

LUCAS
(flippant) Qut.)

DELORA
Is that attitude | detect? | asked a
guestion. \Were were you?

The man keeps watching the TV. He bel ches.

LUCAS
Qut ma. | went to a bar.

DELORA
You went to a bar? By yourself? Jesus
H Christ. Wich bar? No, you know

what? Don't tell ne. | don't want to
hear you struggle to come up with a
nane.
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Lucas gives her a disgusted | ook. The man next to her has
fall en asl eep.

DELORA( CONT' D)
And don't give ne that |ook. You just
remenber who pays your fuckin rent.

Lucas wal ks past her and up the stairs.

DELORA( CONT' D)
And don't you wal k past ne with
attitude.

Lucas di sappears up the stairs. H s nother |ooks at the
sl eeping man next to her and takes a drink from her gl ass.

DELORA( CONT" D)
(Di sgust ed)
Jesus. A nother can only do so nuch.

| NT- EVE- BAR

The bar has a good crowd tonight. Skylar is pouring drinks
and mngling wth the custoners. Len is in the sane seat as
al ways pretty much dressed the sanme. He's drinking a beer
while talking to a man and his girlfriend.

People are at the tables, a group of older nmen and wonen at
one, two nen at another. Skylar |ooks up. Lucas is standing
at the entrance.

SKYLAR
Look who's back. Cone down here. 1've
been saving this seat just for you.

Lucas snmles, wal ks over, and sits.Len turns to him

LEN
Lucas right? How ya doi n?

LUCAS Good, Len.

They shake hands. The couple next to Len | ook and smle.
There's sonet hi ng odd about them Their smles seema little
sad.

SKYLAR
VWhat can | get for you sweetie?

LUCAS
Beer, Bud is fine.
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SKYLAR Bud it is.

Skyl ar gets hima bottle and places it on the counter al ong
with a glass. She pours.

LEN
Where have you been Luc?

LUCAS Nowher e, work.

SKYLAR
Where do you wor k?

Lucas | ooks enbarrassed.

LUCAS
| don't have a really good job. It's
X

LEN Hey, you're working. What difference does it make?
Besides, we're all hangin out in this small town bar. | don't
think any of us are CEO s.

SKYLAR
| f he doesn't want to tal k about his
job he doesn't have to. It just neans
he's a lot nore interesting than his
wor k, right Lucas?

LUCAS
No, it's not that.
(pause)
| work in a grocery store.

SKYLAR
Big deal, | work in a bar and have Len
for a custoner.

LEN
That's why you work in this bar.

The man sitting next to Len overhears.

MAN
Wbrking in a grocery store is nothing
to be ashaned of kid. | worked in one

ten years before |I noved on
LUCAS | guess.
The man | eans around Len and extends his hand.
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They're older, 60's. He's wearing a sonewhat out of date
shirt but nice, slacks, and a bl azer.

The woman is wearing a |ight sumer dress, al nost vintage.

MAN( CONT' D)
Names Matt and this is ny girl

Casey.

CASEY
H, nice to neet you

LUCAS
Ni ce to neet you.

There's sonething very odd about these two, al nost dated.

MATT
So how | ong ya been there?

LUCAS
Just a couple of years.

Lucas fini shes his beer.

SKYLAR
Can | get you another?

LUCAS
Un yea, yes,sure. Thanks.

Skyl ar pours anot her beer for him She leans in a bit naking
sure her attributes are noti ced.

SKYLAR
So Lucas, do you have a girlfriend?

LUCAS
(enmbarrassed) No.)
SKYLAR CGood.

Skyl ars face goes frombright to a | ook of disdain as she

| ooks past Lucas and out the w ndow. CQutside, a young man is

| ooki ng inside. Lucas sees Skylar's face and turns to see the
man. He notices it's one of the guys who gave hima hard tine

a few nights back

LUCAS What's wrong?
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SKYLAR
Oh, nothing. It's just that, well, |
hope that guy doesn't decide to cone
in here.

LUCAS Why?
SKYLAR( CONT' D)
Whenever he does he gives ne a hard
time.

LUCAS How?

SKYLAR( CONT' D)
He's just rude to ne. He acts as if
|"'mhis servant. He makes nean
remarks. | just don't want to dea
with him

She | eans close to Lucas.

Sonmetimes | wi sh something bad woul d happen to him |'m sure
you don't know what its like to be treated that way.

LUCAS
No, | do. | get it.

The man outside is still looking in. After a few nonents he
turns and conti nues wal ki ng.

SKYLAR Thank God.

Sonme tinme goes on. Lucas is listening and not saying nmuch but
we see he's becom ng nore confortable.

After awhil e.

LUCAS( CONT" D)
Well, | should be going. How nmuch do |
owe you?

SKYLAR
It's on nme tonight.

LUCAS No, | can't.
Skyl ar puts her hand on his.
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SKYLAR | want to.
LUCAS Thank you.

SKYLAR( CONT' D)
Vell, it's not entirely free.

LUCAS Ch, um ..

SKYLAR( CONT" D)
You have to prom se to cone back

LUCAS
(smling)
| will. Definitely.

LEN
| cone here all the tinme and you never
give me a drink for nothing.

SKYLAR
So what is that telling you?

Lucas gets up to leave. He turns to the ol der couple.

LUCAS
Ni ce neeting you two. Have a good
ni ght Len. Good ni ght Skylar. Thanks
agai n.

SKYLAR
You prom se to cone back soon?

LUCAS | proni se
Lucas wal ks out with a huge smle on his face.
EXT- EVE- STREET

Lucas is wal king home fromthe bar. He's noving faster than
normal . His head is down but he's smling. As he wal ks down
t he abandoned street he notices sonmeone stunbling his way.

He can't see who it is at first. As the man gets cl oser Lucas
notices that its the guy who Skylar says bothers her. The nman
is drunk. Lucas puts his head down, hands in his pockets. He
passes the man saying nothing. After a few nore steps Lucas
stops and turns around.

LUCAS
You shouldn't give her a hard tine.
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The man wal ks a few feet and stops.He turns and faces Lucas.
DRUNK MAN What ?

LUCAS( CONT' D)
|...l said you shouldn't, It's not
right to bother people.

The man stunbl es over to Lucas.

DRUNK MAN What the fuck are you tal king about? Ohh, it's the
retard.

Lucas gets nervous. He starts to shake.

LUCAS( CONT' D)
l..I"msaying it's not nice to give
peopl e a hard tine. You shoul dn't
bot her the waitress at the bar.

DRUNK MAN
What waitress? And who the hell are
you to tell ne what to do asshol e?
"Il bother or talk to anyone | want
retard.

The drunk man gives Lucas a hard push knocki ng hi m back.
LUCAS Don't...

DRUNK MAN Don't what retard?

Lucas noves backwards trying to avoid the confrontation.
LUCAS I...1..Un.

DRUNK MAN Duh duh duh.....

He pushes Lucas harder sending himon his back near a tree.
Lucas | ooks petrified. The man goes at him

DRUNK MAN( CONT" D)
M ght as well finish the night with a
little ass kickin.

Lucas is scared. He | ooks to the side and sees a large tree
l'imb. Desperately he grabs it and swings wildly hitting the
guy in the | eg. The guy goes down.

DRUNK MAN( CONT' D)
Son of a bitch! You'll pay for that.
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The guy tries to get up but Lucas fear takes over. He sw ngs
the linb at the man hitting himand knocks hi m down agai n.
Lucas sees himon the ground and becones enbol dened.

He swi ngs.

LUCAS Don't. ..

He swi ngs. bother...

He swi ngs. her..

He sw ngs.

agai n.

The man is a bl oody ness on the ground, his head bashed
in.Lucas | ooks at him raises the |linb up high.

LUCAS
And I'mnot a retard.

He brings it down on the mans head. Lucas stares at the ness
in front of himas it twitches. As he stares, his heavy
breat hing sl ows and he realizes what he's done.

He drops the |inb and runs.

It begins to rain.

EXT- MORNI NG,

A row of police cars line the street. Alarge area is

guarantined from people. It's early norning. Two police
officers are looking at a lunp near a tree.

Detective Bob Collins is |ooking down. Next to hima fenale
cop, horror in her eyes, assists him

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS Who found hinf?

WOVAN COP
Some guy wal ki ng his dog.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLINS Hell of a thing to find on your early
nor ni ng dog wal K.

WOVAN COP( CONT' D)
Jesus, this is brutal.

W see the nurdered mans beat en bl oody corpse.
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DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS Very.

The detective sees a good size linb a few feet fromthe body,
puts on a pair of gloves, picks it up, and gives it a good
| ook.

WOMVAN COP Whats that?

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS Looks |ike the nmurder weapon. Well this
says one thing.

WOVAN COP VWhat's that?

DETECTI VE BOB COLLINS I don't think it was preneditated.
Soneone pl anni ng on hurting another wouldn't | eave the weapon
| ying near by. Wioever did this made no attenpt to hide it.

WOVAN COP( CONT' D)
So what do you think?

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS Not sure. Most |ikely sone drunken
altercation that went south.

Calls to anot her officer.

Hey Frank. Take this and bag it.Lets see if we can get
anything off of it.

Frank wal ks over, takes the |linb, and wal ks back towards a
police SUV.

Peopl e are beginning to forma crowd.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLINS I think we're all set for now. Get the
par anmedi cs over for the body. W'll have to find out who this
is and notify next of kin.

Bob waves his hand to a couple of paranmedics. They cone over
with their equi pnment and begin to tend to the body.

WOMAN COP( CONT' D)
What about the person who found him

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS

Have him cone down to the station.
want to ask a few questions.
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WOVAN COP
WIIl do. Lot of excitement for our
smal | town.

DETECTIVE BOB COLLINS It's only in small towns that this
woul d be considered exciting. This isn't exactly big city
news.

I NT- MORNI NG- LUCAS BEDROOM

Lucas is lying on his bed not noving. After a while he gets
up, puts his feet on the floor and sits up. He's in his
under wear .

He picks up the renote control on his dresser and turns the
TV on. He turns to the local news. There's a story about a
dead body in town.

An anchor woman, young, is at the scene, police tape around a
tree.

ANCHOR
The body was found this norning by a
person wal ki ng his dog. At this point
t he police have nothing and are

i nvestigating the scene. W'll give
nmore information as it cones in. Now
back to....

Lucas shuts the TV off and cl oses his eyes. He falls back on
t he bed.

| NT- AFTERNOON- GROCERY STORE

Lucas is stocking sone shelves. He seens al nost trance |ike.
Peopl e are wal ki ng around hi m shoppi ng.

Mary wal ks up behind him

MARY
H Lucas

Lucas says nothing, he doesn't notice her. He keeps stocking.
MARY Lucas?
She taps himon the shoul der. Lucas junps and startles Mary.
LUCAS
What? Ch, M..Mary, hi
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MARY
Sorry, | didn't nean to scare you. Are
you OK?

LUCAS
I"'mfine, yes, |'m good.

MARY

Did you hear what happened in town?
LUCAS What ?

MARY( CONT' D)
They found sonme guy with his head
smashed in.

LUCAS
(nervous)
No, who was it? Do the police know?

MARY
Not as far as | know. | heard it was
sone |local guy.lt's early but the
police don't seemto have anything
yet.

LUCAS
Oh. That's scary.

MARY

Yeah. Umm Lucas, would you like to go
for a coffee sonetine? You know, after
wor k?

LUCAS (caught off guard)

|..sure. Yes. Yeah. Wth nme?

MARY Yes with you

LUCAS |1'd Iike that.

Geat. | have to get back. We'll talk later

LUCAS K.
Mary turns and wal ks down the isle.

| NT- DAY- POLI CE STATI ON.

Detective Bob Collins is going through paperwork regarding
the case. Another detective wal ks in and hands Bob the
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results of findings on the |inb.
Bob | ooks t hem over.
DETECTI VE BOB COLLINS Not much info | see.

2ND DETECTI VE Qutsi de of the blood fromthe dead guy, no. The
rain probably w ped away sone evi dence.

DETECTI VE BOB CCLLI NS Probably.

2ND DETECTI VE So who's the victin®

DETECTI VE BOB COLLINS Marty Wite.

2ND DETECTI VE A | ocal ?

DETECTI VE BOB CCLLI NS Yeah. Lived over on South st.
2ND DETECTI VE Fam | y?

DETECTI VE BOB COLLINS Just his parents but he lived in an
apartnment with a roomate.

2ND DETECTI VE
It was a pretty brutal beating.

What do you suppose the notive was?

DETECTI VE BOB COLLINS Don't know yet. He spent a lot of tine
at the local bar fromwhat | hear. |'ll be nmaking ny rounds
there |l ater.

2ND DETECTI VE Wl |, you know how it is with the drunk
community. Doesn't take nmuch to get people in a physica
frame of m nd when your trashed and angry.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLINS No it doesn't.

The 2nd Detective turns and wal ks out.

| NT- DAY- LI VI NG ROOM

Lucas sits in his living roomwatching a Transporter novie.

He's totally focused on whats on the screen. Jason Stathamis
fighting a group of nen while protecting a beautiful woman.
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Lucas stares m ndl essly.
| NT- EVE- BAR

Lucas wal ks through the entrance of the bar. Skylar | ooks up,
a big welcomng smle on her face.

SKYLAR
Wl | | ook who's back? Where have you
been? W haven't seen you in days.

Lucas wal ks over to the bar stool at the end of the table
agai n.

LUCAS
Oh, you know, work.

Skyl ar wal ks over and | eans in.Shes wearing a very | ow cut
shirt revealing the top of her breasts.

Lucas tries not to | ook.

SKYLAR
Well, I mssed you.

Len wal ks through the door and sits next to Lucas. He notices
Skyl ars outfit.

LEN
Ni ce shirt Sky.

LUCAS Pi g.
LEN I'm a pig?
Lucas sm | es.

LEN( CONT' D)
Hey Luc, where ya been?

LUCAS
Just work and stuff. How are you Len?

LEN
Pretty good but | decided to bring
nmysel f down and cone here.

SKYLAR On your funny.

The bar is pretty full tonight. Two couples sit at one of the
t abl es behi nd Lucas. A man and wonan sit at anot her.
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The bar itself is full.

SKYLAR
Beer tonight sweetie?

LUCAS Yes, please.
SKYLAR Bud?
LUCAS

Yes...no, wait.Um I'd like to try one
of those | PO s.

LEN
Whoa, | ook at you trying somnething
new.

SKYLAR

Shush, Len. That's what makes a person
interesting. Wiy don't you try
sonet hi ng new, ya know, like a
different bar?

LEN
How about this place just get a
different waitress? Besides, | have a

vested i nterest here.

Lucas is smling. Skylar makes a face and pours Lucas his
beer.

LUCAS Thank you.

SKYLAR
Anytime sweetie. |I'lIl be right here if
you need ne.

Skyl ar wal ks off to the other custoners.
LEN
So Luc, what do you think about the
killin the other day?

Lucas gets nervous at the question.

LUCAS
Um b..bad. It's to bad.
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LEN
Yeah, no clues as to who did it
t hough. Seens |i ke the police are
real ly baffl ed.

LUCAS They are?
At this point Skylar wal ks back.

SKYLAR
That's what | heard al so. Funny
t hough. The guy was the one who al ways
gave ne a hard tine.

She | eans very close to Lucas and whi spers.
SKYLAR( CONT' D)
Isn't it a coincidence that |
menti oned how he bot hered ne and next
t hi ng you know he ends up dead?
She has an odd smle in her face.

LUCAS Yes. Real ly weird.

SKYLAR( CONT' D)

Well, you're such a nice guy you
woul dn't have anything to do with
t hat .

A man and woman both m ddl e aged sitting at a table in back
over hear the conversation.

MAN
That was pretty bad. |I've |lived here
my whole life and | don't think |I've
ever seen sonething like this in town.

WOVAN
And the police have no | eads?
LEN
Nope, not a one.
LUCAS
Police are pretty smart. |'msure
they'll come up with sonething soon
MAN

Probably, but if they don't, it could
allow that person to do it again
( MORE)
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MAN ( CONT' D)
feeling he m ght be able to get away
withit.
Lucas beer is al nost gone. Skylar conmes over.

SKYLAR
Can | get you anot her one?

LUCAS
Yes, please.lt's pretty good.

She pours him his beer.
Lucas sits up straighter, he seens nore confident.

LUCAS( CONT' D)
Thank you Skyl ar.

As she puts the beer down her hand gently grazes his.

SKYLAR
Anyt hi ng for you.

Lucas gets fl ushed.
| NT- DAY- MEN' S STORE

Lucas is browsing sone clothing in a higher end nen's
store.He's dressed in old jeans and a denimshirt that's seen
its day. He has no confidence. He | ooks at shirts, sweaters,
pants. The | abels confuse him Regular, slimfit. tapered.

He picks up a shirt and puts it next to a pair of pants
trying to decide if the pair go together. He has no clue. He
roans around ai nl essly.

A young sal es assistant, tall, pretty, bubbly, the kind you
would find in a store like this who's job is to stoke the ego
of the desperate, wal ks over to him

SALES ASSI STANT
H, can | help you find sonething?

LUCAS
Uh, no...yes, | guess.|l'mnot sure.

SALES ASSI STANT
(chuckl i ng)
It's OK, ny boyfriend has the same
probl em when it conmes to choosing
( MORE)
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SALES ASSI STANT ( CONT' D)
clothes. That's what |'m here for.

LUCAS
Yeah, | don't shop nuch.

SALES ASSI STANT
OK, do you know what you're | ooking
for?

LUCAS
Vll, not really. A nice shirt |
guess. A better pair of jeans maybe? |
don't know. What woul d | ook good?

SALES ASSI STANT Let me take a | ook at you. Let's see. Wat
are you, about 6 feet? You | ook in good shape, slimbuild,
yup, definitely a slimfit.

She wal ks over to a table for folded shirts and polo's. She
pi cks up a couple of button downs. Here. | think this color
woul d | ook good on you. Umm maybe not this one.

She picks up a polo.

This should | ook good. Wiy don't you try the button down
on.Ch wait, pants. Cone with ne.

She wal ks over to another area of the store.Lucas foll ows her
hol ding both shirts like a little kid follow ng his nother.

They stop in front of racks wth pants. She goes over to the
j eans area.

K, so, you mght be a slimfit with shirts, no definitely a
slimfit with shirts but pants |I'm not sure.

She picks up two pairs of jeans.

So, oneis aslimfit the other is a regular. Go over to the
dressing roomand try them on.

LUCAS Um OK.
Lucas wal ks over to the dressing room and shuts the door.
SALES ASSI STANT I'l1 be right out here if you need ne.

The assistant tends to a few racks of clothes near the
dressing room A few m nutes go bhy.
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SALES ASSI STANT Everything alright? What do you think?

LUCAS( CONT" D)
| guess, | don't really know.

SALES ASS| STANT
Come out here, let me see.

LUCAS Qut there?

SALES ASSI STANT Yes out here. | can't very well go in there
now can | ?

Hesi tati on.

LUCAS K.
The door opens and Lucas wal ks out
wearing the jeans and button down
shirt. He | ooks good, really good. He
feels |ost.

The sal es assistant's eyes wi den and she smles.

SALES ASSI STANT You | ook amazing. Are those pants the slim
fit? Yes, yes they are. | had a feeling they would work.

Lucas stays by the door away fromthe other custoners. Cone
out here and look in the mrror.

She takes his arm Lucas | ooks enbarrassed. He steps out and
| ooks in the mrror. At first he | ooks down but as he sees
hi msel f he starts to smle.

SALES ASSI STANT See how nice you | ook? Now I'I|l be right here
when conme out of the dressing room

Lucas wal ks i nside the room and shuts the door.
He conmes out a few mnutes | ater.

SALES ASSI STANT
|s there anything else | can do?

LUCAS
No, thanks, thank you for your help.

SALES ASSI STANT |I'm happy to do it. Are you taking
everyt hi ng?

LUCAS Yes.
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SALES ASSI STANT Geat, I'll ring you up.

They wal k over to a register where she conpletes the purchase
and hands hi mthe bag.

SALES ASSI STANT

| f you ever need anything el se, don't

be afraid to |l ook for nme. Nanmes Stacy.
Lucas sm | es and wal ks out.
| NT- GROCERY STORE
Lucas is at work stocking a shelf. He | ooks better than
normal . He noves a little faster, looks a little happier.
He's still not dressed in his new clothes but his attitude
makes hi m | ook nore confident.
Mary wal ks down the isle.
MARY Hi Lucas.

LUCAS
H Mry. How are you?

She notices the small change.

MARY
Good. So what tine are you worKki ng
till?

LUCAS
Ni ne.

Pete is at the end of the isle watching them

MARY
Me too. Do you want to grab a coffee
after work?

LUCAS
Yes, definitely.

MARY

(smling)
Geat. I'mlooking forward to it.

PETE
We tal king or working peopl e?

Mary' s di sdain shows. Lucas gets w t hdrawn
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MARY Wor ki ng Pet e.

PETE( CONT' D)
That's right. Hey Luc, I'mgoing to
need you to stay later tonight. W
have anot her shipnment comng in and
we' re gonna need the extra hel p. Hope
you didn't have any plans. |1'd sure
hate to nmess emup for you

Mary's face shows her anger.

MARY
Don't you have your night crew Pete?

PETE
Are you the supervisor Mary? No? Then
who are you to tell me how many peopl e
| need? Pl ease go back to your
station. What about you Lucas, any
probl ens?

LUCAS
well, |...kinda..

PETE
You ki nda what? Kinda had a job?

LUCAS
(heavy sigh, defeated) No, I'Il
wor K. )

PETE
Wasn't exactly a request.

Pete wal ks off smling. Mary gives himthe finger.

MARY
He's such an asshol e.

LUCAS Sorry Mary.
MARY( CONT" D)
Don't apol ogize. | hate the way he
treats you.

She snmiles at himand wal ks of f.
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| NT- EVE- DELI VERY AREA | N GROCERY STORE
It's 9:45 and Lucas is in the | oading dock area waiting for

the shipnent. He's noving sone pallets around when Pete wal ks
in.

PETE
Good news Luc. | don't need you after
all.Looks |ike that shipnment won't be
inuntil tonorrow night and 1'1l have

nmor e than enough hel p.

Puts his hand on Lucas shoul der. Well, hope | didn't screw up
any plans for ya, you know, like wth Mary. Hey, listen it's
not quite quarter of ten so just put in a half hour overtine.

Pete wal ks of f chuckling. Lucas just stares but his face
beconmes nore furious. He closes his eyes.

| NT- EVE- LUCAS LI VI NG ROOM

Lucas enters the room He's dressed in his new pants and
wearing the button down shirt he bought. He's a little
unconfortable but his confidence shows. He heads for the
front door.

Del ora cones into the room She sees himin his new outfit.

DELORA
Where are you goi ng?

LUCAS
Qut for alittle ma.

DELORA
(Cont enpt)
| see. You've been going out a |ot
| ately.

LUCAS Not that much.
Del ora wal ks over to himand | ooks hi mup and down.

DELORA( CONT' D)
Um hmm Where did you get the
cl ot hes?

LUCAS Bought them

DEL ORA( CONT' D)
Don't get wise with ne. | fucking know
( MORE)
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you bought them

Lucas snells liquor on her breath.
LUCAS | ' m not .. . .

DELORA( CONT' D)
How nice for you. You bought new
cl ot hes. Wiere did you get the noney?
Oh, | know. You got the noney from not
paying rent. Fromnot contributing in
t hi s house.

LUCAS
... | pay.. help with the bills.

DELORA You help with the bills. Wiich bills? Huh? C non
Lucas, which bills?

LUCAS( CONT' D)
The el ectric, the cable, the..

DELORA The cabl e Lucas? The cable? W wouldn't need the
fucking cable if it weren't for your action channels. No, |I'm
not counting the cable.

LUCAS The gas bill.l bring groceries hone.
DELORA
Big deal. Ain't nothin conpared to
paying a full rent.Wll, since you can

afford top of the line clothes | guess
| can start charging you to live
here. You don't know how good you have
it.

Lucas is beginning to get angry.

LUCAS
Do what you want.

He turns and heads for the door.

DELORA
Don't you turn your back on ne.

Lucas keeps wal ki ng.

Your lucky | don't throw your shit out the w ndow.
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He gets to the door and opens it.He wal ks out.
DELORA( CONT' D)

New fuckin cl othes. Bastard never

bought ne not hi n.
She bel ches
| NT- EVE- BAR
Lucas is sitting at the bar having a beer. He | ooks happy,
confortable. Skylar is paying a lot of attention to himin
bet ween the ot her custoners.

The place is full. It always is. He notices that it's always
t he sane people. Skylar is always worKking.

Skyl ar wal ks over to him She noves in close, her hand grazing
hi s.

SKYLAR
So, where have you been?

LUCAS Wor ki ng nostly.

SKYLAR( CONT' D)
You | ook really good tonight.

LUCAS
(Sm 1ing)
Thanks. | decided to try sonething
new.
SKYLAR

You dress up well Lucas. You're a
real |y good | ooki ng guy.

LUCAS
| don't always think so. | don't
really get conplinents.

SKYLAR
Don't put yourself down Lucas. You
don't give yourself credit. M ght be
that you'll be to busy talking to the
ot her wonen in here and not paying
attention to ne.

LUCAS
(Hesi tant)

Skyl ar...do you think rmaybe, well
( MORE)
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LUCAS ( CONT' D)
maybe you and | coul d. .

Len conmes wal king in and sl aps Lucas on the back.
LEN

VWell ook at you all spiffied up.Ya
gotta date?

LUCAS
H Len. No, not yet anyways.

Len | ooks at Skyl ar.

LEN
Onhhh, | get it. No, please continue.
11 just watch.
SKYLAR
How come you never take a seat
somewhere el se, |ike at another bar?
LEN
Cause | can wal k home fromthis
one. Besi des, | have history here.

Skyl ar notions over to Lucas. He follows her to the end of
t he bar.

SKYLAR
Now what were you going to say?
LUCAS
| thought maybe you and | could go
out.
SKYLAR

It's about tinme you asked ne.
LUCAS Then yes?
SKYLAR( CONT" D)

| want to, | really do, but there's a
pr obl em
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LUCAS
(Di sappointed) On, | see.)
She takes his hand.

SKYLAR
No, it's not you. You see, | have, had,
had this boyfriend who treated ne
awful. The thing is even though we're
not together, he doesn't want me with
anyone el se. Lucas, he can be very
violent, | don't want you to get hurt.

Skyl ar | ooks out the w ndow and gasps.
LUCAS Whats wr ong?

SKYLAR( CONT' D)
Don't turn around.

LUCAS Why?
SKYLAR( CONT" D)
He's outsi de. He checks up on ne al
the tine.

Lucas slowy turns around. Qutside the window a man in a polo
shirt and shorts, tall is |looking inside. Lucas gets a good
| ook at him

SKYLAR( CONT' D)
Don't | ook at him

LUCAS
l"mgoing to go talk to him

SKYLAR No. Let it go.
Lucas | ooks at the man a little longer. The man wal ks away.

LUCAS( CONT' D)
"' mgoing to use the bat hroom

He gets up and wal ks out. \Wen he's out of sight of Skylar he
turns and wal ks out of the bar.

EXT- EVE- STREET.
Lucas sees the man wal king. He begins to quietly follow him

The man wal ks at a brisk pace. Lucas follows watching himH s
face | ooks bl ank.
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The man wal ks around a corner. It's later at night. No people
are on the street. Lucas follows. As he wal ks he notices a
| arge rock on the ground. He picks it up.

He gets closer to the man. The man doesn't hear him They
wal k by the towns old church and cenetery. Lucas gets closer
he raises the large rock over his head. As he's about to
bring it down the man turns and faces him

Lucas freezes. His face turns to fear. They both stare at
each other. The man | ooks ol der than he thought. Lucas eyes
fill with anger and he brings the rock down on the mans head.

The man rocks back and tries to put his hands up but the rock
comes down and down as if it had it's own will. Bl ood
spatters up and on his face.

The man is on the ground but the rock keeps com ng down. The
man stops noving except for the twitching of his arm Lucas
i s breathing hard.

Lucas eyes show no enotion. He | eaves the nman dead next to
the cenetery, takes the rock with him and heads back towards
the bar. On the way he throws it into sone bushes. He gets to
the bar and wal ks up the stairs inside.

| NT- EVE- BAR

Lucas wal ks inside the still crowded bar. There's bl ood on
his face and hands. No one seens to notice. Skylar sees
hi m She snil es

SKYLAR
Where did you go?

LUCAS
| took care of your problem

Skyl ar takes a bar towel, leans in close and gently begins to
wi pe the blood off his face.

SKYLAR
You' re going to take care of nme aren't
you?
LUCAS Yes | am

The crowd in the bar goes on as if nothing happened.
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EXT- MORNI NG,

Two wonen, mddle aged, are doing an early norning power walk
tal king, oblivious to their surroundings. They wal k briskly,
arns flailing in that power wal k way.

They round a corner and begin passing by the cenetery. As
t hey do, the wonen closest to the grass area stops talking
and stares off to the side.

WOVEN 1
What ? What are you | ooking....GCh ny
God!

As they slowy nove closer they see two feet sticking out,
then the body, and next a face or what |ooks |ike a face,
broken to a nondescript nmass of bl ood and bone.

The second wonen throws up
EXT- MORNI NG CEMETERY

The cenetery is riddled with police cars and an anbul ance. The
street is blocked off from onl ookers. Detective Collins, the
nmedi cal exam ner, and another cop stand over the body.

A CSI unit wal ks behind them taking pictures and docunents
the crime scene.

A Cadillac pulls up just outside the taped off area. A
short,slightly balding man in a suit, District Attorney Eric
Rollins gets out of the car and wal ks over to the detective.

Detective Collins greets him
DETECTI VE BOB COLLINS Eri c.

D. A, ERI C ROLLINS
Bob. Jeez, this is a nmessy one.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLINS Yup. | figure we'll need a warrant
since we're going to have to investigate onto church and
cenetery property.

D.A. ERIC ROLLINS Definitely. Do you know who he is?

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
Yeah, yes. Hi s nane is Frank Angel eco.
Nice guy. He's been retired a few
years. Has two grown children, a
wi fe.Jesus, what the hell is going on?
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D.A. ERI C ROLLINS Where's his wi fe now?

DETECTI VE BOB COLLINS Two officers gave her the news this
norni ng. Her kids are with her.Not the kind of retirenent
they were hoping for.

D.A. ERIC ROLLINS This is the second nurder in tw weeks. You
think there's a connection?

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS Not sure but | would suspect. W have
no | eads on the | ast one.

DA ERIC ROLLINS OK, I"'mgoing to get that warrant. The
CSI's are going to want to nove inside the cenetery and
gat her up any evidence. |1'I|l be back soon.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS Thanks.
Eric turns and wal ks towards his car.

Detective Collins turns and | ooks up the street. Hi s eyes
focus at the corner where the bar is.

| NT- DAY- DETECTI VE COLLI NS OFFI CE

Detective Collins is at his desk going through sone paperwork
when a m ddl e aged woman, bl onde, average build, wal ks in.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS What do we have?

WOVAN
Not rmuch. We don't have a weapon yet.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS Consi dering the snmashed head it wasn't
a knife.

WOMAN( CONT' D)
| get that. Judging fromthe damage to
t he head and the what was found it
| ooks like a | arge rock.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
How far did the CSI's investigate?

WOVAN
They covered the cenetery, up the
street and around the tavern. You guys
secured the area. Thing is it's

WOVAN (cont'd) going to be pretty hard finding sonething |ike
a large rock. For all we know the person has it in his
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gar den.
DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS Anyt hi ng el se?

WOVAN( CONT" D)
Apparently the investigators didn't
find anything of use.No signs of a
struggle fromthe victimso we can't
check his body for the assailants DNA
We' Il keep working but whatever el se
you can conme up with would be a help.

DETECTI VE BOB CCOLLI NS Yeah, thanks.
The woman turns and wal ks out of the office.
| NT- DAY- ARMY NAVY STORE

Lucas is in an Arny navy store looking intently at rows of
kni ves behind a gl ass case.

He stares at each one. Sonme are big Bow e type knives,

others, mlitary marine type blades. There are butterfly

kni ves, large blades, small bl ades, and others that |ook |ike
credit cards.

He | ooks perpl exed and confused. A sal esman wal ks over, thin,
long hair wearing jeans and at shirt with an assault rifle
print and the wording "Let God sort emout."

SALESMVAN
How ya doin? Can | help you with
anyt hi ng?
LUCAS
Um vyes. | don't know nuch about
kni ves.
SALESVAN
Well, it all depends on what you need

a knife for. Is it for work, canping,
sel f - def ense?

LUCAS
Sel f defense | guess.

SALESMAN
Self defense. Hey, in this day and age
you can never be to careful. Don't
know who your nei ghbors are, right?
Me, | prefer a gun nmyself but a knife?
( MORE)
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SALESMAN ( CONT' D)
Well a knife is much nore personal

LUCAS Yeah, right.

SALESMAN( CONT' D)
K then, lets take a |l ook over in this
secti on.

He wal ks Lucas to a couple of cases. Inside the case are
mlitary tactical blades, stiletto type, and snaller folders.

The sal esman brings out a few different exanples and pl aces
t hem on the counter.He shows Lucas a | arge Bow e knife

SALESMAN( CONT' D)
K, the first one | have is a Bow e
knife. You famliar with Ji m Bow e?

LUCAS
No. . .

SALESMAN
Well JimBowi e was at the Al anp. He
was the originator of this style
knife. It has a good hefty 10 inch
bl ade with what they call a false
edge. Bl ades nmade for sone heavy self
defense if you know what | nean. Here,
pick it up.

Lucas picks up the knife feeling a little unconfortable with
it. He noves it around and puts it back down.

LUCAS
| don't know. It's a little big.

SALES ASSI STANT
Sonet hi ng nore covert then.

He picks up a snaller but still hefty mlitary style knife.

This one is patterned after our Marine
style knives. Its got a 7 inch bl ade,
a 5 inch handle with a pointed butt
cap for smashing car wi ndows or heads,
or maybe bot h.

Lucas | ooks at it and then glances over at a blade with a
long thin handle and thin bl ade about 6 inches.
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LUCAS
How about that one?

The sal esman | ooks around and sees what Lucas is pointing at.
SALESMVAN
The sal esman's eyes |ight up.
Now that's what |'mtal ki ng about.
He pulls the knife out of the case.

This knife is made for nothing nore

than killing, uh, sorry, self defense.
It's a folder, a liner |ock, see how
it works?

The sal esman turns the knife open and pushes a piece of
netal, then folds the knife.

And here's how you open it.

He puts his finger against a snmall netal button on the side
of the bl ade, pushes, flicks it out fast.

Lucas sm | es.

SALESMAN( CONT' D)
Here,try it.

Lucas turns it over, presses the netal tab and cl oses the
knife. He then presses on the button. The first time his
finger slips off, he tries again, the bl ade noves, he flicks
his wist and the blade flies out.

Lucas grin gets very w de.

LUCAS
['Il take it.

SALESMVAN
Good choi ce ny man, good choi ce.

| NT- DAY- LUCAS LI VI NG ROOM

Lucas i s watching another action novie. He's playing wwth his
new knife. Qpening it, folding it, staring at the television.

The man on the TV is karate kicking ass all over the place.
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Lucas i s opening, closing, opening, closing, never taking his
eyes off the novie.

Del ora wal ks in the room

DELORA
Aren't you going to work?

Lucas ignores her.

DELORA( CONT' D)
(Annoyed)
I"'mtalking to you. Aren't you goi ng
to work?

Lucas continues to ignore her.
Del ora wal ks over to himand pulls his shoul der.
DELORA( CONT' D)
You shit, I'"mfucking talking to
Lucas turns and pushes her away giving her an angry | ook of

cont enpt .

LUCAS
Don't you fucking touch ne.

He | ooks at her and smiles, then turns back to the TV. Delora
sees the knife in his hand.

DELORA
Where did you get that?
LUCAS
(never taking his eyes off the
novi e)
| bought it.
DELORA
(nervous)
What for?
LUCAS

My right to bear arnms. Any nore stupid
guestions nonf

Delora is visibly shaken by her son's attitude.
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DELORA
No. I'mgoing to work. WII you be
hone | ater?

LUCAS
Thought you said you were done with
stupi d questions?

DELORA
LUCAS
No, | won't be hone.
Del ora says not hing and wal ks out.
Lucas keeps wat ching the novie.

LUCAS( CONT' D)
Bi t ch.

| NT- EVE- GROCERY STORE

Lucas is pulling out a pallet of boxes to be stocked. He
noves confidently. He noves down an isle, stops the pallet,
and begins to stock the shelf.

He's picking up the boxes as if they weigh nothing. He's
whi stling. Mary wal ks over to him

MARY
Well |ook at you. You seemto be in a
good nood.

LUCAS

H Mry. Yeah, | am How are you?

MARY
Good. So whats going on? Wait, you
don't have a girlfriend | hope.

LUCAS
No, no. It's nothing like that. |I'm
just in a good nood | guess.

MARY
| like it. So do you want to
( MORE)
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MARY ( CONT' D)
reschedul e our coffee date?

LUCAS
Yeah, I'd |ike that. Is tonight good
for you?

MARY

Toni ght's perfect.9:00?

LUCAS
9: 00 works, see you then.

Pete cones wal king down the isle. He | ooks annoyed.

PETE
You know, |I'mgetting real tired of
having to break you two up. Mary, get
over to the registers.

MARY
| was headi ng that way Pete. See you
| at er Lucas.

LUCAS
Later Mary.

Lucas gets back to stocking the shelf.

Pete glowers at him

PETE
You know Luc, this slacking off needs
to stop.

LUCAS
| wasn't slacking off Pete. | talked

to Mary for a couple of mnutes.

PETE
Now you're telling me how to do ny
] ob?

Lucas keeps working never | ooking at Pete.
LUCAS
| don't see how saying | wasn't

sl acking off has to do with ne telling
you how to do your job.
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PETE
(Sarcastic)
Look at this. Lucas is attenpting to
grow a pair. Lets see how big those
pair get when | wite you up for
i nsubor di nati on.

Lucas stops, takes a long breath, gets up, and faces Pete.

LUCAS
Wite you up, wite you up. You know
Pete, fromthe day | started here al
you' ve done is give ne shit. | do
everything this bottom of the shit
heap of a store expects fromne and
get nothing in return. You want to
wite nme up? Knock yourself out.

Pete is taken back.

PETE
Ri ght there, right there Luc,
i nsubor di nati on.

Pete turns and starts to wal k away.

LUCAS
Oh, hey, Peteee.

Pete turns and faces Lucas.

LUCAS( CONT" D)
Mary's not going to go out with you so
do yourself a favor and stop trying.
You' re beginning to | ook pathetic.

Pete turns and storns off. Lucas |aughs to hinself.
| NT- EVE- CAFE

Lucas and Mary sit at a local cafe after their shifts. They
sit on one of the couches.

It's later. The cafe has only a couple of people mlling
ar ound.

It's Lucas first date and he's a little nervous. He's wearing
one of his new outfits.

MARY
| like your new | ook Lucas.
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LUCAS
Thanks, |I'mnot very confortable
pi cki ng out cl ot hes.

MARY
You don't seem confortable doing a | ot
of things.

LUCAS
It shows?

MARY

(1 aughs)

Alittle. Wy is that?

LUCAS
| don't know. |I'm not what you'd cal
popul ar .

MARY

Popul ar was what happened in high
school . You have nore going for you
than you give yourself credit for.

LUCAS
Thanks, that's nice of you to say.

MARY
| mean it. You're nice looking, in
pretty good shape, although it was
hard to tell with the frunpy clothes
you used to wear, and you're really
ni ce.

LUCAS
Frunpy cl ot hes?

MARY
(1 aughs)
And you have a sense of hunor

LUCAS
I"'mtrying alittle harder. It's not
easy to junp fromfrunmpy to posh

MARY

VWll you're not doing so bad. So
Lucas, have you had many girlfriends?
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LUCAS
| don't know, whats your idea of
many?l don't know, 4,5 nore?Hnmm
counti ng none, none.

MARY
Wait, you never had a girlfriend? Not
one?
Lucas is enbarrassed and sonewhat annoyed.

No, not one. So am | back to freak?

MARY( CONT' D)
No, | didn't nean it like that. It's
just that...

LUCAS
No, | know, everybody has had at | east

one relationship. There nust be
sonmet hing wong with ne.

Mary puts her hand on his.

MARY
Lucas, please. | don't understand,
because who | see is not who you see.

Lucas cal ns down

LUCAS
| know you mean nothing hurtful.l'm
just not used to the attention. Sorry.

MARY
Tell me sonet hing about your famly.
Brot hers, sisters?

LUCAS
No, none. Just ny nother.
MARY
Oh, your dad?
LUCAS
Father left a long tinme ago. | don't

exactly have the classic famly.

MARY
Don't feel bad.l don't think that
famly's been around since the
( MORE)
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MARY ( CONT' D)
50's. What s your nom | i ke?

LUCAS
You know, the typical mddle aged,
al coholic, brings strange nen hone
ki nd of not her.

MARY
That's not very nice.

LUCAS
No but it's very true.

Mary | ooks down unsure of what to say.

LUCAS( CONT' D)
|"'msorry but you did ask. | guess ny
not her never really got over ny father
| eavi ng. Maybe it's her way of coping.

MARY
Then lets get off that subject.Wat
are your plans for the future?

LUCAS
| really have grown accustonmed to
pr oduce.

MARY

Probably the nel ons.
Lucas | aughs hard.

LUCAS
| don't know.l'mgoing to go with
being a little nore assertive with ny
life and see where it goes from
t her e. What about you?

MARY
|"m finishing up ny degree and then
who knows.

LUCAS
Whats your degree in?

MARY
Li beral arts.
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LUCAS
So then cashi er.

MARY
If | keep ny fingers crossed, in
charge of cashiers.

They both | augh, then pause a nonent.

MARY( CONT' D)
Can | ask you one nore personal
gquestion?

LUCAS
Just one?

MARY
| prom se.

LUCAS
Go ahead.

MARY
Since you haven't had a girlfriend,
um does that nean...

LUCAS
Ch God, | know where this is going.

Mary | aughs and puts her hand on his arm

MARY
| just, does that nean you' ve never,
you know.

LUCAS
Never what ?

MARY
You're going to make ask? fine, Been
wth a woman?

LUCAS
|"m here with you

MARY
That's not what | nmeant and you know
( MORE)
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MARY ( CONT' D)
it

LUCAS

(sigh)
No Mary, |'ve never been with a
woman. Pl ease don't hate ne.

MARY
Believe it or not, | find that
attractive.

LUCAS
Then at ny age |"'mBrad Pitt.

MARY
How about if you come back to my place
and we see about correcting that.

Lucas | ooks nervous.

LUCAS
Umm
MARY
| promse | won't hurt you.
LUCAS
You just want to claimne as a
conquest.
MARY
May be.

Mary takes his hand and they both wal k towards the door.

LUCAS
So I'm guessing you don't live with
your nonf

| NT- DAY- PCLI CE STATI ON.

Detective Collins is holding a neeting with the towns
officers and getting feedback on their patrols and

i ntervi ews.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
K gentl eman, |adies, whats to report?

A m ddl e aged worman cop speaks up.
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FEMALE COP
Not much sir. | spoke to a few |ocals
over by the coffee shop and pizza
pl ace but know one seens to know
anyt hi ng.

A younger police office, nale

OFF| CER
Sanme here detective. Qutside of the

town bar everything quiets down after
9.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
That's it? Know one has seen or heard
anyt hi ng? C non peopl e. None of you
has seen anything or anyone out of the
ordinary on patrol? Damn sleepy little
t owns nmake everyone | azy.

Anot her officer in the back speaks up.

OFFI CER 2
Actually sir, I was on ny shift |ast
ni ght and saw an ol der man wal king his
dog.
DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
And?

OFFI CER 2
| stopped and talked for a bit. He
menti oned a guy he sees wal ki ng
sonetimes, kind of a |oner type.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
Whats this guy | ook |ike?

OFFI CER 2
The man never really got a good | ook.
He said the guy usually wal ked, rather
shuffl ed al ong, hands in his
pocket s, head al ways down. Said his
cl ot hing | ooked kind of old.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
How often woul d he see hi nf

OFFI CER 2
Not often, usually when he wal ked t he
dog between 8 and 9, 9:30.
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DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
Alright.Lets keep an eye out for this
guy. If you see him stop him And
everyone, a little nore observation
pl ease. Thank you.

The officers all get up and head out the door.

| NT- EVE- BAR

Skylar is working behind the bar noving gl asses around. She
| ooks up and sees Lucas. He's sitting at the bar | ooking at
her, a big smle on his face.

The bar is full. It always is. It's always the sanme people.

He's dressed well, |ooks good. She | ooks at him smles, but
the smle cools quickly.

LUCAS
What's wrong?

SKYLAR
Not hi ng.

LUCAS

You sure? That smle seened to fade
pretty quickly.

SKYLAR
Not hing, I'mfine.

Skyl ar noves down the bar and tal ks to anot her custoner.

Len is sitting next to a confused Lucas.

LUCAS
Whats up with her?
LEN
| don't know Luc. You know how wonen
can be.
LUCAS
Truthfully, I don't. | haven't had

much experience with woman outsi de of
my al coholic nother and | don't think
Skyl ar's drunk.

LEN
Well then this is going to be one hel
( MORE)
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LEN ( CONT' D)
of a |l earning experience for you.

LUCAS
You married?

LEN
| was once. Long time ago.

LUCAS
Oh. Divorced?

LEN
Yeah, sonething |ike that.

LUCAS
What happened, if you don't mnd ne
asking? | nean,ny dad just up and |eft
when | was a kid. | don't renenber any
fighting or anything.

LEN
It's OK. It was no fault of hers. |
negl ected the relationship. | let

sonet hing el se take over and it
eventually led to the split.

LUCAS
Oh.

LEN
Thing is Lucas, there's to many
choices, to many distractions in this
wor | d. Sonetimes those distractions
take away fromwhats really inportant.
Ya gotta ignore the distractions.

LUCAS
Yeah, well |'m no where near any kind
of real relationship. Do you still see
her ?

LEN

No, she's nobved to another
nei ghbor hood, a nuch better one.

Skyl ar nmakes her way back down the bar giving Lucas a gl ance.
LEN( CONT' D)

Here's your chance to see whats going
on.
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LUCAS

Skylar? Did | do sonething w ong.
SKYLAR

No, what could you have done w ong?
LUCAS

| don't know. |I'm kind of new at

having friends and ...

SKYLAR
Ch so we're just friends then.

Lucas gl ances over to Len. Len shrugs his shoul ders and gives
an "l don't know' | ook.

LUCAS
Vell, yes, I'mnot sure..
SKYLAR
(sarcasn
No, you're right, we're 'just

friends".

Lucas is way out of his elenent. H's new found confidence is
begi nni ng to wade.

LUCAS
|...don'"t know whats, could you
expl ai n whats goi ng on?

SKYLAR
Where were you | ast night?

LUCAS
What ? Wor ki ng.

SKYLAR
What did you do after work? Wy didn't
you cone and see ne?

LUCAS
.1 don't know.
SKYLAR
| know.l saw you at the store. | saw

you tal king to her.

LUCAS
VWho?
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Skyl ars |

SKYLAR

That cute little blond girl.
LUCAS

Oh.
SKYLAR

Ohhh.
LUCAS

She works with nme that's all.
SKYLAR

Did you go out with her?
LUCAS

Vll, just for coffee.
SKYLAR

And what was for dessert?

LUCAS
| don't understand Skyl ar.

ook softens, she leans in close to him

SKYLAR
It's just that, | thought you and I
had a connection. | thought maybe you

and | could have nore. You said you
were going to take care of ne.

LUCAS
No, | want that. | really do.

Skyl ars eyes harden. Her deneanor changes.

Lucas is

SKYLAR
And so don't |. Please don't |let sone
little blond haired bitch get in our

way.

t aken back by the comment.

LUCAS
No....lI won't. | didn't know you felt
t hat way.

SKYLAR

Wel | now you do.

( CONTI NUED)



58.

CONTI NUED:  (5)

Lucas | ooks down and pauses for a nonent.

LUCAS
Thing is Skylar we haven't nmade a date
or anything yet.

SKYLAR
W wiill sweetie. We've both been
wor ki ng you know? Maybe this weekend?

LUCAS
Yeah, that'd be great.
SKYLAR
K, this weekend it is. I'mreally

| ooking forward to it. One nore thing.

LUCAS
VWhats that?

Skyl ars face turns again.

At first

SKYLAR
The guy | want to be with wouldn't |et
his boss treat himthe way your boss
treats you.

LUCAS
How do you know how he treats ne?

SKYLAR
| saw himthe other day when he was
talking to you. I saw himthe sane day
| saw you with that little blond slut.
The guy | want to be with woul dn't
take that shit. The guy | want to be
with would handle it and since you
really want to be with ne | think you
know what |' m sayi ng.

Lucas | ooks confused, but then he slowy smles.
LUCAS

Yes, and you're right. | should handle
it.

| NT- EVE- GROCERY STORE LOCKER ROOM

Lucas is at his locker putting on his work snock. Mary wal ks
in behind himand puts her hand on his shoul der.
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MARY
Hi .

She ki sses himon the cheek.

Lucas turns, a big smle on his face but it fades.

LUCAS
Oh, hey.
MARY
Oh, Hey? Everything alright?
LUCAS
Yeah, yes, I'msorry. | have sonething

on ny m nd.

MARY
| hope that sonething is ne.

LUCAS
(smling)
O course it is.

He | eans in and gives her an awkward ki ss on the nouth.

MARY
| aughs.
LUCAS
VWhat ?
MARY
Still alittle unsure?
LUCAS
| guess.
MARY

(seductivel y)
How about after work you and I....

Mary is interrupted by anot her enpl oyee. a young man about
18.

EMPLOYEE
Excuse ne, Lucas?

LUCAS
Yeah?
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EMPLOYEE
Pete wants to see you in his office.
LUCAS
Why ?
EMPLOYEE
| dunno.
LUCAS

"Il be right there, thanks.
Enpl oyee wal ks out.

MARY
What do you suppose that's about?

LUCAS
Probably about giving hima hard tine
yesterday. I'll talk to you |ater.

MARY
Al right.

She ki sses hi m agai n.
Lucas wal ks out.
| NT- PETES OFFI CE

Pete is sitting in his office | ooking at a few papers. Lucas
wal ks in. Pete |ooks up, a sly grin on his face.

LUCAS
You want to see me?

PETE
Yup. Sit down Luc.

Lucas hesitates but then sits.

PETE( CONT' D)
After your insubordination yesterday,
| decided to give HR a call and talk
to them about the issue. After
explaining it to themthey suggested |
put you on a final warning.

Lucas face drops.
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LUCAS
A final warning? For what?

PETE
Hey Lucas, you told ne to wite you up
so |l did. Hell, I wanted you fired but

HR didn't want to. But | figure, a
final warning allows nme to get rid of
you for taking a piss break w thout ny
consent. Yeah, shouldn't take |ong at
al | .

Lucas begins to get nervous. H s confidence fading.

LUCAS
Pete, this is nmy only job.

PETE
Shoul da t hought about that before you
decided to test out your new pair of
bal | s.

LUCAS
.., I"'msorry, | shouldn't have acted
like that.

Pete sits back in his chair and puts his hands behind his
neck.

PETE
Oh this is classic. Alittle late Luc.
You can go now. We'll see if you nake

it through the end of the day.

LUCAS
Pete. ..

PETE
What part of "you can go now' didn't
you get?

Lucas gets up, turns and slowy wal ks to the door.

PETE( CONT' D)
Ch, one nore thing. Mary might not go
out with me but we'll see how | ong she
pays attention to you when you're
br oke.

Lucas stops, then opens the door and wal ks out.
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EXT- EVE- PARKI NG LOT

It's late. The grocery store is closed. Pete is walking to
his car parked out back. It's an older N ssan Altim. No ones
ar ound.

It's parked way in the back of the store.

He gets to his car and pushes the key fob. The doors click
open. He hears a noi se behind himand turns.

Lucas is standing there, his arnms at his sides. In his hand
is a knife wwth a long stiletto type blade, the light of a
street lamp glancing off of it.

Pete's face goes white.

PETE
Lucas.

Lucas says nothing. He just stares.

PETE( CONT' D)
What do you think you' re going to do
with that, huh?

Lucas says not hi ng.

Look, nmaybe | was a little hasty about
the final warning. |I'msure we can
conme to a nore reasonabl e sol ution

Lucas says nothing. The light gleans off the blade as he
noves it with a slow tw sting notion

PETE( CONT' D)
(CGetting angry)
Fuck you Lucas, you don't have the
guts. |I'mgonna shove that knife up
your ass.

Lucas says nothing. He begins to smle.

Well c¢'nmon. You just gonna stand there
with that retarded grin?

Lucas grin gets bigger. Lucas is |listening to sonething. W
hear Skylars voi ce.

SKYLAR S VO CE
The man | want to be with woul d denmand
( MORE)
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SKYLAR S VO CE ( CONT' D)
nore res pect .

Lucas begins to slowy and deliberately wal k towards Pete.

SKYLAR S VO CE( CONT' D)
The man | want to be with woul d handl e
it.

Lucas gets closer to Pete.

Pete begins to back away. Lucas | ooks like he's in sone
trance.

SKYLAR S VO CE( CONT' D)
Handl e it Lucas. Handle it.

PETE
Jesus Lucas, please.

Lucas is on him The blade flies and thrusts. Pete's hands
are up. He's scream ng.

Lucas bl ade goes through Pete's hands, his body, his throat.
Pete's body bangs off his car and hits the ground. Lucas
keeps stabbing until Pete is nothing nore than shards of

fl esh.

Lucas steps back covered in blood. He | ooks at his work.

LUCAS
That's the difference between HR and
me Pete, | don't give final warnings.

Lucas turns and wal ks down the enpty parking |ot |eaving
Pete' s body behind. As he does he hears a voice.

SKYLAR' S VA CE
Now you're the kind of guy |I would be
with.

LUCAS
Anyt hing for you Skyl ar.

| NT- EVE- GROCERY STORE LOCKER ROOM

Lucas is in the enpl oyee | ocker roomputting his coat on.
He's whistling a tune. He noves confidently as if nothing
happened.

Mary conmes wal king in al nost zonbie |ike. She noves slowy,
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her face show ng shock

Lucas turns and sees her, he sniles.

LUCAS
Hey Mary.

He gives her a hug. She barely returns it.Lucas | ooks at her.
Her face | ooks pale.

LUCAS( CONT" D)
Whats wrong? Are you OK?

MARY
You didn't hear?

LUCAS
No, hear what?

MARY
Pet e.

LUCAS

VWhat about hinf?

MARY
He was found dead in the parking | ot
this nmorning. He was stabbed.

Lucas doesn't seem fazed.

LUCAS
Dead huh. Too bad. Hey, do you want to
go out this weekend?

Mary | ooks at himin disbelief.

MARY
Lucas, Pete was killed, nurdered. |
heard he was stabbed so many tines
that he didn't even | ook |ike hinself.

LUCAS

Pete was an asshole. Maybe he had it
com ng.
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MARY
| cannot believe you just said that.
Jesus Lucas, | know he was kind of a

j erk but nobody deserves what happened
to him Wwo are you?

Lucas catches hinsel f.

LUCAS
No, you're right. | shouldn't be so
insensitive. I"'msorry. | guess | was
m streated by himso many tinmes that
"' m not show ng synpat hy.

He wal ks over and puts his hands on her shoul ders. Pl ease
don't be mad at ne.

Mary softens.

MARY
" m not .

LUCAS
Do the police know who m ght have done
it?

MARY

No, that"s what | wanted to tell you.
The police are going to question
anyone under Pete's managenment. You
m ght get called into the conference
room at some point.

Lucas face hardens a bit but he quickly returns to normal.

LUCAS
|"msure. Well, hopefully they can
find who did it.

MARY
| have to get back

Mary turns to wal k out. Just before she reaches the doorway
she turns back to Lucas.

And yes, | would like to go out this
weekend.

LUCAS
Geat. | know this really neat place
to go for a drink.
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Mary smles and wal ks out.
| NT- EVE- CONFERENCE ROOM | N GROCERY STORE

Detective Collins is sitting at a table with 6 chairs around
it. Awhiteboard is behind himon the wall. He's | ooking at
sone papers and nmaking check marks with a pen.

The door opens. Lucas wal ks in.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
Pl ease, sit.

Lucas sits opposite the detective. Det. Collins |ooks at the
paper in front of him

You' re Lucas Perso?
LUCAS
Yes sir.
The Detective gets up and shakes hi s hand.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS( CONT' D)
My nane is Detective Collins.|'m going
to record this. Is that OK?

Lucas nods yes.
Do you know what happened here | ast night?

LUCAS
(nervous)
Yes sir.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
VWhat was t hat?

LUCAS
Qur manager...Pete, he was kill ed.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
Un hhnm How wel |l did you know Pet e?

LUCAS
Pretty well, | nean, not very well.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
Wiich is it?
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Lucas is

LUCAS
He was ny boss. That well.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
How did you two get al ong?

LUCAS
Al right | guess.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
Just alright?

LUCAS
Agai n, he was ny boss, so just
al right.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
D d you have argunents with hinf
Di sagreement s?

LUCAS
No.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
Never ?

LUCAS
No.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
Not once? That's pretty good. | nean
even | have di sagreenents with ny
superior. Not once huh?

begi nning to | ook agitated.

LUCAS
Yeah, we had a few

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
What were they about?

LUCAS
| don't know. Overtime, hours, things
i ke that. Wiy all these questions?

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
Vll, a man was brutally nmurdered. As
an investigator its nmy job to ask
t hese questions. So, you felt you were
bei ng cheated on your hours?
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LUCAS
(defiant)
| didn't say that.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
You nmentioned hours.

LUCAS
Yeah, and | also said | didn't
r emenber.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
K, OK. According to you're HR' s, M.
Abel | o, Pete, put you on a final
war ni ng. Do you renenber that?

Lucas face drops but after a mnute, it shows anger.

LUCAS
Yeah, | renenber that.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
Way didn't you nention it?

LUCAS
Guess it slipped ny m nd.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
A final warning by the guy who was
nmur dered sl i pped your m nd.

A | ook of contenpt and cocki ness cones over Lucas.

LUCAS
Yeah, weird huh? You see Detective,
sir, Pete is,sorry, was an asshole. He
treated ne |ike shit every chance he
got. He enbarrassed ne in front of
custoners, in front of other
enpl oyees, and did his best to make ny
day Hell. He wasn't a nice guy so if
you want to arrest ne for not giving a
shit about a goddamm bully, then go
ahead but honestly, ny days m ght be a
little nore peaceful

Det ective Collins gives Lucas a |ong | ook.
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DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS

OK then, | think I"'mall set.You can
go.

LUCAS
That's it?

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
For now, you're not the only person
|"mtal king to.

Lucas gets up, turns and wal ks out.
Detective Collins turns off the recorder.
| NT- GROCERY STORE Al SLE

MARY
What happened?

LUCAS
(seet hi ng)
Guy was al nost accusatory. Asking ne
questions like | did it. Fuckin
asshol e.

Mary is taken back, she | ooks confused. She's never seen
Lucas like this.

MARY
Lucas, he has to ask everybody
questions. |I'msure he wasn't accusing
you.
Lucas snaps at her.
LUCAS

What do you know, huh? Al ways "up"
Mary. What do you know about how
shitty people can treat others? I|'|
bet you've always had a ton of
friends, a normal famly life with
famly events and birthdays and
hol i days, and shit. I'Il bet you never
had a drunken nother bring drunken nen
home.|l'l1 bet you never had the
privilege of hearing your nother get
fucked by those drunken nmen. 'l bet
you still have the perfect nomy daddy
situation where every word out of
their nouths is just full of Mary self

( MORE)
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esteemaffirmati on. Yes Mary, he was
accusing ne |like everybody el se
accuses ne. | get accused of being
good for nothing, lazy, a |oser, and
oh yeah, a retard.

Mary doesn't know what to say or do.

MARY
...I'"msorry. | didn't know.

LUCAS
You didn't know because you didn't
care to know.

MARY
That's unfair Lucas.

LUCAS
Don't even start about what "fair" is.

Mary goes to put her hand on his shoul der.

MARY
Lucas

He shakes her | oose.

LUCAS
Don't touch ne.

He storns off.Mary just stares watching hi mgo.
| NT- EVE- BAR
Lucas sits at the end of the bar taking to Len and a few of

the other people. He's upbeat, happy. This is his place. He's
at hone here.

Everyone seens to like himHe feels confident, wanted. Skylar
is putting bottles away. For a nonment Lucas gets quiet and
stares into his beer. Len notices.

LEN
Whats up? You look a little forlorn.

LUCAS
Ah, it's nothing.
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LEN
Suit yer self. | mean you went from
happy Luc to depressed Luc in a
second.

LUCAS
It's just sone bullshit I've been
getting.

LEN

We're your friends Lucas. Al ways
remenber that. Your problens are ours.
C non, whats up?

Skyl ar overhears and wal ks over. She puts her hand on his.

SKYLAR
s my Lucas sad?
LUCAS
No, It's just that, well, | took care

of alittle issue | had at work.

SKYLAR
Wuld that little issue be a certain
boss who's been giving you shit?

LEN

| love it when she talks dirty.
SKYLAR

Shut up.
LEN

And dom natri x.

LUCAS
Yeah, ny boss problem seens to be at
an end. Thing is, the police are
guestioning everyone. | was talked to
t oday.

An older man sitting at a snmall table a few feet away
over hears and pipes in.

OLD MAN
Don't sweat it kid. | ain't sure what
( MORE)
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was done but they'd have to have sone
damm good evi dence to pin sonmethin on
soneone.

LEN
He's right. Besides,if you had
anything to do with anything you were
just standin up for yourself.

SKYLAR
Don't worry about it Lucas. W're on
your si de.

LUCAS
That's what | | ove about com ng here

you know?l al ways feel part of the
pl ace. Like | belong here.Like I'l
al ways bel ong here.

OLD MAN
You do bel ong here Lucas, nore than
you know.

QG hers in the bar ook his way and all acknow edge.

SKYLAR
You know Lucas, sonetinmes peopl e get
j eal ous. They don't want you to have
friends or relationships. They want to
keep you down.

LEN
Yeah, sonetines people are out to
cause you pain. They want to see you
m ser abl e, unwant ed.

OLD MAN
Not |ike here son. W want to see you

happy.

Lucas is smling but as he | ooks around sonething is not
qui et right about the place or the people.

Their faces seemto shift in and out of focus, but only for a
nmoment . Lucas figures he's had a few.

LUCAS

Thanks guys. There's another thing
bot heri ng ne.
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LEN
VWhats that?

Lucas | ooks a Skylar a little nervous.

LUCAS
VWll, | have this friend at the
grocery store.

SKYLAR
Fri end?

LUCAS
Um vyeah, and honest Skylar, she's
just a friend but she's been good to
nme you know?

SKYLAR
Oh? How good? (enbarrassed) Um.

LEN
Ch jeez Skylar, give ema break.

LUCAS
Anyways, | kind of went bullshit on
her today and now | feel bad.

LEN
You were upset. Can't blanme you for
t hat .

SKYLAR

Wiy don't you bring her here?

LUCAS
| was thinking about it.

LEN
She's right. Apol ogi ze and bring her
here for a drink.

SKYLAR
You guys are just friends right?
LUCAS
Oh, yeah...yeah, that's it, friends.
You know, that's a good idea. | nean
she woul d see how great everyone is

here.
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LEN
Sure, bring her here and we'll all get
acquai nted. Hey, maybe she'll becone a
regul ar.

LUCAS
Thanks guys. | know she'll like it
her e.

Len | eans back a bit in his chair.

LEN
Ya know Luc. As far as sone of those
issues in your life.Sonetinmes the best
way to deal with a problemis to get
rid of it. Know what |'m sayin?

LUCAS
| think I do Len, | think | do.

They both clink their beers.
| NT- EVE- GROCERY STORE

Mary is at a register cashing out customers. Lucas is
wat chi ng her | ooki ng apprehensive. He wal ks over to her.

She | ooks at himand keeps working. Lucas starts baggi ng sone
of the groceries for her.

LUCAS Hi .

MARY
H . You don't have to do that.

LUCAS
| know. Just thought |I'd help.

MARY
Fi ne.

Mary keeps ringing up and totals.
MARY( CONT" D)
(to custoner)
It's $75. 20

The custoner, a m ddl e aged wonman
hands Mary 4 twenti es.

Mary makes the change and hands it back.
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CUSTOMVER
Thank you.

MARY
Have a good day.

The custoner | eaves and Mary begins ringing up the next
person in line.

LUCAS

Look I'"mreally sorry about yesterday.
MARY

| don't think this is the right tinme

Lucas.

Lucas keeps baggi ng groceri es.

LUCAS
| know. Can we talk later?
MARY
| guess.
LUCAS
VWhen?
MARY

| have a break in an hour.

LUCAS
"1l get us a couple of coffees and
meet you out front by the bench.

MARY
That's fi ne.

LUCAS
Thanks Mary.

He finishes bagging and wal ks off. Mary sm | es.
EXT- EVE- BENCH
Lucas is sitting on a bench in front of the grocery
store.He's holding two cups. Mary wal ks towards him He gets
up and hands her one of the coffees.
MARY
Thanks.
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She sits next to him

LUCAS
|"mreally sorry about yesterday. |
didn't nmean what | said.

MARY
| know.

LUCAS
It's just that I'mfinally having sone
good things in ny life you know? And
when that detective interviewed nme it
seened |i ke he was accusing nme. |
didn't mean to take it out on you.

MARY
| can appreciate that Lucas. | get it
but you need to let nmein alittle.

LUCAS
| know. It's just...l"mnot used to
that. No one ever cared about letting
me in. It's hard for me, no scary for
me to trust anyone.

MARY
Then start with ne.

LUCAS
| want that.

Mary | eans over and ki sses him

LUCAS( CONT" D)
Listen, there's a small nei ghborhood
bar that | go to once and awhile. |
started going there about a nonth ago

and well, the people are great. They
al wvays nmake ne feel accepted. | was
hopi ng maybe you'd go with ne this
weekend.

MARY
Yeah, 1'd |ike that.

LUCAS

(excited)

Geat. You'll like it there. The

people are really friendly. Very down
to earth you know?
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MARY
It sounds |ike fun Luc.
LUCAS
Sat urday ni ght?
MARY
Sat urdays perfect.l'moff that night.
LUCAS
l|"'mnot but |'mnot going to go in.
MARY
Isn't that going to get you into
troubl e?
LUCAS
Maybe but 1'd rather spend the night
with you.l'Il pick you up at eight?
MARY

Eight's good. |I'd better get back in.

LUCAS
Sane here. Wo's the new boss?

MARY
| "' m not sure.

They both get up and wal k towards the entrance.
| NT- DAY- PCOLI CE STATI ON- DET COLLI NS OFFI CE

Detective Collins is nmeeting with another detective, Mark
Harris di scussing the case.

DETECTI VE HARRI S
So what have you got so far?

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
| interviewed everyone in that store
and one guy seens to stand out.

DETECTI VE HARRI S
VWho's that?

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
GQuy by the nane of Lucas Perso. Thing
i s nobody seens to have anythi ng bad
to say about him
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DETECTI VE HARRI S
Then what nakes you suspicious of hinf

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
Hs attitude when | spoke with him
Most of the others took the
guestioning as routine. This guy
flipped out a little.

DETECTI VE HARRI S
Do you have anything el se on hinf

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS

Not really but he does bear watching.

| did sonme digging and he's known in
town but pretty much as a | oner. The
of ficers see hi mwal king around here
and there but nothing really
suspicious. Ch and he didn't get al ong
very well with the deceased.

DETECTI VE HARRI S
How so0?

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
Fromwhat | found out this Pete guy
gave M. Perso a hard tinme quite a
bit.

DETECTI VE HARRI S
Well there's notive.

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
Maybe, but the guy has no record.
don't think he's even been in a fist
fight. Still.

DETECTI VE HARRI S
What about the other nurders? They
happened in this guys town. Do you
think there's a connection?

DETECTI VE BOB COLLI NS
Possibly. Tell any patrol officers in
the area to keep an eye on himif they
see hi m wal ki ng ar ound.
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DETECTI VE HARRI S
Wl do.

| NT- EVE- LUCAS HOUSE

Lucas is getting dressed. He's putting on sone new cl ot hes.
He | ooks good. He conbs his hair, sprays sone col ogne on and
gives hinself a ook in the mrror.He's pl eased.

He begins to wal k out of his bedroom but before he does he
grabs his knife fromthe dresser. He opens it, admres it,
smles and closes it. He puts it in his designer jeans and
wal ks out.

| NT- EVE- LUCAS KI TCHEN

Lucas wal ks through his kitchen where his nother, dressed in
a revealing stretch white tank and too tight shorts sits at
the table drinking a beer.

Next to her is one of her occasional hookups. He's
bal di ng,fat, and wearing a dirty t shirt and shorts.He's al so
drinking a beer.
Lucas | ooks at them di sgust ed.
DELORA
What kind of a fuckin | ook was that?
You don't approve M. Gocery man?

The fat nman sni ckers.

LUCAS
Yeah nmom | shoul d approve of a drunk
with a another drunk. Sorry, a fat
dr unk.
VAN
(Bel ches)
Hey.
DELORA

Ungrat eful son. Just renenber that
this drunk pays for this house.

What . . Wha the fuck do you pay for? GCh
yeah, | forgot, cable.

Lucas | ooks at her and shakes hi s head.
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LUCAS
| m goi ng out.

DELORA
| noticed that about you lately. Goin
out, buyin new clothes. Ch , maybe you
finally got sonme pussy. Is that it?
did ny little boy finally get his
cherry popped?

VAN
Yeah, his balls finally dropped.

They both start |aughing.
Lucas is getting angry.

MAN( CONT' D)
Oh shit, looks |like we may have struck
a nerve. The boy | ooks pissed.

DELORA
So is that it Lucas? You think buying
new clothes is going to inpress sone
young | ady? New clothes ain't goin to
i npress nobody. After all, you stil
bring your sad little self with you.
No escapin that.

Lucas is infuriated. The anger on his face is glow ng but al
of a sudden, his face goes calm

Lucas hears Len in the back of his mnd.
Of canera
LEN
(Wi sper)

Best way to deal with a problemis to
get rid of it.

LUCAS
You know what nonf? You're right, |
can't escape nyself, but, | can escape
you.

DELORA

Oh? How s that? You gonna runaway from
home? You couldn't afford a cardboard
box under a bri dge.
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Lucas pulls the knife out and slowy opens it.

LUCAS
Ch, | don't think I'"'mgoing to have to
worry about a cardboard box.

The nman sees the knife.

MAN
VWhoa, kid. What the hell?

DELORA
Real |y Lucas? What do you think you're
going to do with that?

LUCAS
Not sure, but lets see where it takes
us.

Lucas junps across the table, his blade aimng for his
not her. She tries to get up and knocks her chair over, her
hands up in a defensive nove.

DELORA
(scream ng) )
Lucas!

The man staggers off his chair not knowi ng what to do. Delora
IS scream ng.

The knife is slicing and plunging into her soft body turning
her white tank red.

LUCAS
Jeez ma, every hole | make brings out
the snell of cheap beer.

He cuts at her hands, her throat, until she slunps lifeless,
a bl oody heap to the fl oor.

Lucas is breathing heavy and | ooking at his work. He's
smling. The man is in shock standi ng agai nst the
refrigerator. Lucas slowy |ooks up at him

LUCAS( CONT" D)
Ya know? Red | ooks good on her. What
do you think?

VAN
Jesus ki d.
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The man nmakes a run for it but Lucas is on him He grabs the
man around the throat and starts thrusting the blade into his
liver and ki dney.

LUCAS
Pl ease keep Jesus out of this. |I'm not
sure he'd approve.

He keeps thrusting the knife violently until the man falls to
the floor. Lucas |ooks at himsmling.

He | ooks at his knife admring it.

LUCAS( CONT" D)
You know, for the use | got out of
this 1'd say it paid for itself.

Lucas wal ks over to the sink, turns on the water, and washes
cl ean the bl ade.

He | ooks at his bloody cloths, then at the two bodies on the
floor.

LUCAS( CONT" D)
Now | ook what you two did. | have to
go and change and mg, you know | can't
afford much in the way of these
fancy, shmancy cl othes. Oh, and don't
wai t up.

He wal ks past the bodi es and out of the kitchen. Lucas cones
back and noves towards his nothers |lifeless body. Her head
hi dden behind the table, her legs in view

LUCAS( CONT" D)
Al nost forgot.

He gives her a vicious kick to her head. W don't see the
kick to her head but her |egs junp.

Lucas turns around and wal ks out.
| NT- EVE- RESTAURANT

Lucas and Mary are sitting in a restaurant. It's a bit
upscal e.

MARY
This place is really nice Lucas. |
t hought we were just going out for
dri nks.
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LUCAS
We are but | wanted to take you
sonmepl ace nice. You deserve it.

A waiter wal ks over.

WAl TER
Hello, ny nane is Alex and |I'Il| be
your server tonight. Can | start you
off with something to drink?

LUCAS
Yes pl ease. Mary?

MARY
Un.. 1'd like a glass of cabernet
pl ease.

WAl TER

And you sir?

LUCAS
"Il have the sane. Thank you

WAl TER
"1l get those for you.

The waiter wal ks of f.

LUCAS
You know Mary. | feel so alive today.
Li ke things are finally going ny way.
You have a lot to do with that.

MARY
(Touchi ng his hand) )
I"'mglad to hear it.

LUCAS
| want to apol ogi ze again for ny
behavior. | didn't nean to get so
angry.

MARY
| know. The thing is Luc, | don't know
much about you. How you grew up, what
your life was like. | want to be a

part of who you are.

LUCAS
| didn't grow up in the happiest of
( MORE)
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househol ds. My dad |l eft when | was
young. My not her became an al coholic
al t hough that nay be the reason ny

father left.
MARY
Did you ever hear from hinf
LUCAS
Once in awhile but eventually it
ended.
MARY

What about your nonf

LUCAS
My nom got neaner as she got ol der.
Maybe she bl anes ne for ny father
| eavi ng.

MARY
Do you have other fam|ly?

LUCAS
No. My fathers side was bigger. |
remenber sonme cousins but they faded
over the years. Never really nade any
friends either.

MARY
Does your nmom wor k?

LUCAS
She used to work at the hotel on the
turnpi ke. That's where she woul d pick
up drunks and bring them hone.|l never
knew who | was going to see the next
nor ni ng.

MARY
That's awful. You said she used to
wor k there. Not anynore?

LUCAS
She's retired.

MARY

God, to grow up like that. | feel so
bad for you.
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The waiter wal ks over and puts their wine on the table.

WAl TER
Anot her m nute?
LUCAS
Yes, thank you.
WAl TER
Take your tinme. 1'll be back in a few
He wal ks of f.
LUCAS

Don't feel bad Mary. | feel like ny
whole life is ahead of ne. Like
everything is brand new.l love this
quote, "That which is fated nust cone
to pass but against ny fate, nothing
can harmnme", and | really believe
that whats cone to pass was the worst
of it.

Mary rai ses her w ne gl ass.

MARY
Then here's to a very bright future.

They clink glasses and dri nk.

EXT- EVE- QUTSI DE OF THE BAR

A car pulls up alongside a curb just outside the tavern.

Lucas and Mary are inside. Mary | ooks outside at the old bar.

| NT- EVE- CAR

LUCAS
Here it is.

MARY
It | ooks pretty ol d.

LUCAS
One of the ol dest honmes in town. It
was a private residence when it was
first built and then turned into an
inn and finally a tavern.

Mary | ooks at the place, an odd | ook on her face.
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MARY
It | ooks quiet tonight.

LUCAS
This place really changed ny life. |
used to wal k by here and | ook at the
people inside. | wanted to be one of
them so bad but coul d never get the
courage to go in, you know? But
finally, one day, | wal ked in.

Mary, those people treated ne |ike |
was i nportant. No, not inportant, |ike
| was one of them Equal.No judgenent,
no nane calling.

MARY
That's great Luc.

LUCAS

| felt like I belonged someplace. If |
had a bad day at work or had to dea
with my nother, |I'd conme here and just
feel better. Cnon, you'll really like
t hese people. On, don't |let Len bother
you, he loves to joke, and just so you
know, the bartender, Skylar, | think
she has a crush on ne.

Mary is still looking at the place a little perplexed. She
sm | es.
MARY
So long as you don't have a crush on
her.

Lucas gets out of the car, wal ks around to the passenger side
and opens the door. Mary gets out and they both wal k toward
the front door.

| NT- EVE- BAR

Lucas wal ks inside and sees the crowd of people. Skylar is
pouring a draft for sonmeone. She | ooks over and sm | es at
Lucas.

The snmall bar tables are full. Len's in his spot. He | ooks
over at Lucas and beans a big smle.

Lucas proudly walks in with Mary behind him a confused | ook
on her face.
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LEN
Wel | | ook who just showed up, and
Skyl ar, he brought a friend. Hey Luc,
how s it going?

87.

Everyone is focused on Lucas. W don't really see Mary.

LUCAS
| "' m good Len, really good.

The ot her patrons see Lucas and Mary and give a nod to him

Skyl ar wal ks over.

SKYLAR
(Looks over at Mary) )
H sweetie. | see you brought a
friend. Should I be worried?

LUCAS
| did, Len, Skylar, this is Mary.
LEN
H Mary, nice to neet you
SKYLAR
H Mary.
LUCAS

Mary, this is Skylar and Len.

There's a | ook of horror on Mary's face.

Lucas noti ces.

LUCAS( CONT' D)
Mary, what's w ong?

He noves near her. She backs away. Mary?

Mary's eyes are wide with fear. She | ooks around.

at the bar, she | ooks at Lucas.
The people in the bar |look at Mary, all smling.

LEN
Your friend seens a little spooked.

She | ooks
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SKYLAR
Yeah. Mary, can | get you a gl ass of
wat er ?

Mary doesn't answer. She | ooks terrified.

LUCAS
Are you alright? Maybe it's sonething
you ate at the restaurant.

Mary takes a few steps back. She's | ooking toward Lucas.
Lucas is standing at the bar |ooking very concerned. Lucas is
standi ng at a dusty, abandoned, enpty bar. A bar with old
busted tables, tipped chairs, and an old snell.

There are no people, no Len, no Skylar. Just Lucas talking to
the air.

MARY
(Fri ghtened)
Lucas...| don't understand.

LUCAS
What do you nean? Do you feel sick? Is
it sonething you ate?

MARY
|...don"t understand. Is..are you
playing a trick? This isn't funny.

LUCAS
No, what trick?

LEN
Maybe she should sit down.

Lucas wal ks over to Mary and gently takes he arm

LUCAS
C non. sit down.

Mary pulls away.

MARY
No, don't touch nme. This isn't funny.

LUCAS
Funny? I"mnot trying to be funny.
Your enbarrassing ne in front of ny
friends.
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MARY
Fri ends? What friends? There's no one
her e.

Skylar, Len, and the other patrons all give each other a
know ng | ook.

LUCAS
What the hell are you tal king about?
There's people all around you.

MARY
There's no one around you. The pl ace
is enpty.

Skyl ar, Len, and the others | ook at Mary all smling.
Lucas wal ks over to Len. He puts his hand on Lens shoul der.

LUCAS
Enpty? You don't see Len right here?

Len | ooks at Mary, smles, and gives a little wave.
Lucas points to Skylar.
And Skylar. You don't see her behind the bar?

MARY

(desper at e)
Lucas there's no one here.

LUCAS
Mary, the place is full.GCh God, you're
crazy.

MARY
|"mcrazy? No...l want to | eave.

Lucas face shows anger, defiance.

LUCAS
No, we just got here. These are ny
friends.
MARY
(screans)
What friends Lucas? There's no one
here.

The ol d couple that Lucas sees periodically at the bar sit at
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a small table. The old man interjects.
OLD MAN

Seens to ne son, that the young | ady
isn't happy with your choice of

conpany.
LEN

Yeah Luc, | guess she doesn't care for

our ki nd.

Lucas | ooks at everyone. They're all smling at himbut he
notices an odd ripple in sone of their faces.

Mary is terrified. She's shaking. Lucas shrugs off what he
sees.

LUCAS
Mary, your having sone kind of
hal | uci nati on. Look around. Everybody
| ooks concer ned.

MARY
(Frantic)
There's no one here. There's no one
here.
SKYLAR

You know what | think sweetie? | think
Mary is |ike everyone el se. She
doesn't want you to have friends. She
doesn't want you to be happy.

LUCAS
No, that's not true.

He | ooks at Mary.

LUCAS( CONT" D)
(cont'd) Mary, is that true? You don't
want nme to be happy? No, no | don't
bel i eve that.

LEN

| don't know Lucas. | nean the place
is pretty full. Nope, | agree with
Skylar. She's just like the rest. "Il
bet in time she'll start to put you
down,

(an evil smle) )
just like your nother.
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Mary see's Lucas talking to no one but acting as if people
are in the room She stands agai nst a corner.

Lucas | ooks at her, defeat and sadness in his eyes.

LUCAS
Is that true Mary? It isisn't it. |I'm
just a joke to you.

LEN
Yup, just a joke.

Lucas feels |ost.
LUCAS

That's it then. I'mjust another joke.
Yeah, a retard.

SKYLAR
Not to us Lucas. You're not a joke.
You're our friend. You will always be

our friend.

LEN
For ever and ever. You know Lucas, |
t hi nk you know how to solve this
probl em

Lucas | ooks at Len, Skyl ar, and t he ot hers.

LUCAS
No, | can't.

SKYLAR
So you just want to continue being
that | oser? What did | say to you
before Lucas? The guy | would want to
be with woul d demand respect.

LEN
You need to take care of your problens
Luc. | nmean if you can't | guess
there's no reason to cone back here
anynore.
LUCAS
(di sbelief)

What are you sayi ng? Len? Skyl ar?

Len, Skylar, and the others all turn their backs on Lucas and
act as if they don't see him
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Lucas | ooks confused and desperate. He's alone. He turns his
attention to Mary shaking in the corner.

LUCAS( CONT' D)
Do you see? Do you see what you're
doing to ne?

MARY

I, ..

LUCAS
(angry) _
No. You're just |ike everyone el se.
Wi spers are heard.

VH SPERS
Just |ike the rest.

She doesn't want you to have friends.
Deal with her.
LUCAS
(def eat ed)
They're right. Al right. But | know
what | have to do. Yup, | know what
have to do.

Lucas is | ooking at Mary, behind her a dark enpty buil di ng.
Behind him a bar full of custoners.

He pulls his knife out and slowy opens it.

MARY
(desperate fear )
Ch ny God!
LEN
Just like the rest Luc.
SKYLAR
She thinks you're a | oser.
OLD MAN
Not us Luc.
LUCAS

You were making fun of ne the whole
time weren't you?
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MARY
No..no Lucas. | wasn't. No. |...| see
your friends. L..Larry...

LUCAS
(expl odes)
Len!

Cal ns down.
It's Len Mary.
He expl odes again
Say it! Say it Mary. Say Len.

Mary is beyond frightened. Her eyes tightly closed, her body
against the wall as if trying to go through it...

MARY
Len. .. Len...

Lucas cal ns down agai n.

LUCAS
That's right. Len. Now apol ogize to
Len for being so rude.

MARY
What ?

LUCAS
(expl odes) )

Apol ogi ze!
Not really seeing anyone, Mary | ooks nowhere in particular.

MARY
|"msorry Len... I'msorry.

Lucas | ooks at Mary and cal mly shakes his head.

LUCAS
Mary.

Lucas points to a tipped bar stool at the bar. Len is sitting
t here.

Len | ooks at Skyl ar.
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LEN
Yup, I'msitting here.

Len gestures around the room Not everywhere.
Skyl ar | aughs.
Lucas | ooks at his knife.

LUCAS
(si ghing)
No Mary, no, you don't see anyone.
You' re lying, patronizing nme, |aughing
at nme. Mary? Right now, this, this is
nmy best friend. You know why?

Mary is looking at the knife. She's shivering with fright.
She doesn't respond.

LUCAS( CONT" D)
(expl odes)
Do you know why Mary. Huh? do you know
why?

MARY
No....No...Il...

Lucas cal ns down as qui ckly as he expl odes.

LUCAS
"1l tell you. Because at nonents |ike
this, this solves the problemat hand
and at the nonment Mary,at this very
fucki ng nonent Mary, you are ny
probl em at hand.

LEN
And remenber what | said about
probl ens. Sonetines the best way to
handl e a problem ..

LUCAS
s to get rid of it.

Lucas lunges for Mary, his eyes wide with hate, his bl ade
ready to thrust.

Mary screans and then the sound of gunfire.

Lucas stops. H s face goes fromanger to confusion. Mary
stands there, her eyes closed, her hands in front of her
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f ace.

Lucas | ooks down at his chest, blood soaking his shirt. He
| ooks in the direction of the gunfire. Standing at the
entrance, Detective Collins has his gun pointed at Lucas.

Lucas | ooks at the detective, then at his shirt, then at the
detective. H s face explodes in anger as he runs toward the
detective screamng, his knife in his hand. Det. Collins
fires again hitting Lucas in the forehead. Lucas drops to the
ground dead.

The guests at the bar all |ook at Lucas body. Len, Skylar,
the old man, and the others. They all smle at each other and
slowy fade away. A sort of evil passes their faces as they
di sappear into the ol d wood.

Detective Collins runs over to a crying Mary and hol ds her.
The scene fades out.

| NT- EVE- TAVERN

The bar is full. Len is sitting having a beer. Skylar is
behind the bar handing a drink to a man with his back to us.
Everyone is having a good tine. People are at the tables.

Skyl ar | ooks out the wi ndow. A woman who | ooks to be in her
|ate 20's, dark hair, wearing a baggy sweatshirt that hides
her figure and jeans is | ooking inside the bar.

SKYLAR
There she is again.

Len turns around.

LEN
She should cone in. W're not gonna
bite.

Len | ooks at the guy next to himwho's back is to us. Wat do
you t hi nk?

The nman turns around and | ooks. It's Lucas. He's with his
friends. He's happy.

LUCAS
Well Len, we could al ways use anot her
( MORE)
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LUCAS ( CONT' D)
regul ar.

The visual pulls away fromthe people and noves down the bar
where an ol d newspaper sits at the end dated 1990. A headline
reads, "Town Devastated by Murder Suicide", a picture of Len
and a wonman underneath the headl i ne.

EXT- EVE

We pull away fromthe wonman | ooki ng inside the bar and see an
old worn out sign on the house,

"Lenny's Last Call"

W nove past the |awn of the tavern, past the |arge maple
tree on the awmn. W nove across the street to the old town
cenetery.

Past the nmultitude of grave stones. W conme up to one in
particular. It reads,

Leonard M| ton
1943- 1990

END



