Ki ng of Bl ades
By
Paul Hi kari



I NT. TOAMN HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAWN

The sun’s rays sift through the creany beige curtains,
warm ng them and casting a small patch of white onto the
nearly barren carpet floor.

A cell phone rings agai nst the backdrop of MAKOTO, a lithe
but sturdily built 16 year-old girl kneeling by the foot of
her single bed, cramm ng the | ast of her folded clothes into
an already stuffed roller case. Her flowing silver hair
spills behind her into a snmall pool, and her blue star eyes
flip between her case and pictures of her friends and famly
atop the dresser nearby, al nost bidding her farewell.

The phone chinmes to hail a mssed call, of which Mkoto
takes only passing notice while she clicks her case shut.

I NT. TOMN HOUSE - STAI RWAY - DAWN

As Makot o descends the | oamy staircase, her ears perk to the
crackle of a stovetop igniting in the kitchen, from whence
her paraplegic father, YOSH H RO, hovers to the staircase in
hi s sl eek hoverchair. The silver-haired man ains his coffee
bean tan eyes at the blue star ones of his |ikew se nmaned
daught er.

YOSHI HI RO
Vell, look who's ready before the
sun is even up. Hows ny little
angel doi ng?

MAKOTO
|’mnot your "little angel," Dad,
but I’mas ready to go as |’ve ever
been.

YOSH H RO
Good to hear.

Yoshihiro drifts away to bid Makoto safe passage to the
kitchen, where ERI awaits, rice bow in hand and m dni ght
blue hair tied in a small horn.

ER
Good norni ng, Makot o.

MAKOTO
(of f hand)
Good norni ng, Mom

Makoto darts between Eri and the kitchen table, stuffing
food into her nouth.
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MAKOTO
(between bites)
|’d love to stay and tal k, but |
have to hurry. The train s | eaving
soon.

Fini shed with her hasty neal, she snatches her | uggage,
bolts for the front door, puts on her shoes..

MAKOTO
Well, 1’'mgoing out.
ER
(in good will)
Good | uck.

...bursts out of the house, and cl oses the door behind her.
Yoshi hiro then hovers to a nearby w ndow, through which he
and Eri watch Makoto march down the street.

YOSHI HI RO
And of f she goes.

ERI
Yeah.

Eri’s cloudy blue eyes then track to the kitchen table,
which is now m ssing roughly half of the food originally
pl aced there.

I NT. RAILWAY TO ORBIT - TRAIN CAR - MORNI NG

Makoto treads to her forward-facing seat, stows her |uggage
beneath it, and sits down. Seconds later, the train
conmput er’ s hol ographic avatar, Y.A A K OV., materializes
bef ore his audi ence.

Y.A A KOW.

Good norni ng, everyone, and wel cone
aboard the Railway to Orbit Red
Dawn Line. |’ myour guide,
Y.A A KOV.: Your Autonated
Artificial...

(awkwar d)
... uh, sonething..

(normal)
Anyway, for those of you who don’'t
know the rules, regulations, etc.,
etc., in case of an energency, the
exits are...

Y.A A KOV jabs his increasingly nunerous "hands" every
whi ch-way as he continues speaking. .
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Y. A A K OV
... here, here, here, there, here,
and right next to that old guy’s
head.

...and then absorbs all but his original pair.

Y. A A KOV
Fasten your seat belts. Put your
tray tables away. Keep your |egs
and arns inside the train, and hang
on to your heads, everyone! This is
gonna be a bunpy ride!

Y.A A K OV gazes to the sky, his body poised to sprint.
The train’s engines runble in accord. ..

Y.A A KO W
Ten...nine...eight...oh, who cares
about that stuff anyway? One!

EXT. RAILWAY TO ORBIT - CHI BA STATI ON - MORNI NG

...and thunder for takeoff. Mkoto | ooks out the nearby
w ndow. . .

Y.AA KOV
e

And we have liftoff! Yeah!

...before she lurches into the back of her seat as the train

t akes of f.

TI TLE CARD: KI NG OF BLADES

The train rides an ethereal, |um nescent track through the
air, otherwise free of the bonds of gravity.

EXT. EARTH S UPPER ATMOSPHERE - MORNI NG

Soon, the train breeches the clouds and rockets to a

col ossal orbiting hulk of a city atop the remains of the
nmoon. Through the w ndows, Makoto glinpses the face of the
cataclysm scarred Earth bel ow.



I NT. RAILWAY TO ORBI T - ARCADI A STATI ON - COVWPRESSI ON
CHAMBER 33G - MORNI NG

The huge doubl e doors ease shut. ..

Y.A A K O W
We're al nost ready to drop you off.
Just sit tight.

...and a web of air jets H SSES.
AR JET TO

I NT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - OFFI CE - DAY

HARCLD sits on a fragnented ring of bow benches, his
sneaker-clad feet crossed atop a snall table round. His arns
ot herw se crossed before his chest, he presses his equally
Wi ry glasses against his fair, freckled nose and bats sone
of his straw blond hair away fromhis forehead. H s dul

W ne-red eyes rove about the area.

At the great desk at the far end sits his bal d-shaven
col | eague, KIERAN. A faint red tan darkens his already

m dni ght brown skin. H's strongly built face al so houses his
bl ack beard stubble and solitary tree sap yellow right eye,
the left sealed with a charcoal eye patch

His nose buried in his hol obook, Kieran sifts through note
after daunting note of this year’s attendance.

Kl ERAN
(sifting through his notes)
So, let’'s see, here..

Harol d’ s eyes fix on him

HAROLD
Quite a crowd this year, huh?

Kl ERAN
Ah, yes, Harold. Quite a |lovely
bunch i ndeed. | can hardly renenber
the last tinme we...
Ki eran’s head swerves from side to side.

Kl ERAN
Wait. Where' s June?

Harol d gl ances at hi s hol ographic clock...
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HAROLD
She shoul d be here,
right...about...

...and the door flies open to hail the late arrival of a
franti c and exhausted JUNI PER, her otherw se tidy,

shoul der-1 ength noss hair snagged on a pinstriped stocking.
Her near-deathly pale skin al nost blends into the door
behi nd her. Her clouded anet hyst eyes widen with
anticipation for the start of the conpetition.

JUNI PER

(panti ng)
Sorry...I"'mlate... Don't start

w t hout ne.

HAROLD
Now.

She then scanpers to the table and hovers between Ki eran and
Har ol d.

JUNI PER
Hope you guys renenbered to get the
list, because the last few arrivals
just came this norning.

Harol d squeezes his eyes open and shut. ..

HARCLD
Oh, don’t worry. |1’ve got the |ist
her e.

...and then sunmons a hol ographic list to the table between
hi msel f and Ki eran, at whose opposite side Juniper plops.

JUNI PER
So, who’ve we got?

HARCLD
vell. ..

Tapping a corner of the list, Harold enlarges the noble
vi sages of first one conpetitor..

HAROLD
There’ s Xavier "Ironhide" Gusteau,
who won a fight by making his
opponent--and | quote you,
Kieran--the "filling for a
shi el d-and-tenpl e sandwi ch". ..

...then another. ..
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HAROLD
...Cark "The Wld One" Ownens, who
won a fight where he got struck by
i ghtning...

...and a third, urging Kieran to grin.

HAROLD
...and Tulio "El Dorado Loco"
Her nandez, who sonehow bit cl ean
t hrough an opponent’s
sword. ..which, despite this al
being simulated, | still think
shoul dn’t be possi bl e.

Juni per, however, droops and sl ouches in her seat...
JUNI PER
(visibly disappoi nt ed)
Yeah, they're all great fighters,

Harry, but none of themare rea
chanps |ike..

...but then jolts herself with rekindled interest...

JUNI PER
Wait a m nute.

...and straightens.

JUNI PER
| s he here?
HAROLD
(bl unt)
Yes.
Juni per squeal s.
JUNI PER
(excited)

| knewit | knewit | knewit |
knewit | knewit | knewit!

HAROLD
What are you so excited about?

JUNI PER
What ? The sane thing everybody el se
is going to be excited about:
Joshua "the Denon of the Bl ood
Moon" Strada.

( CONTI NUED)
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HAROLD
May | remi nd you that he has
si ngl e- handedl y nonopolized the
title of King of Blades for the
past ni ne years?

Kl ERAN
| f by "nonopolized", you nean
"becone an audi ence favorite and
raked in great PR for us", then
certainly.

Juni per tilts her head..

JUNI PER

That’s not what the word neans, is

it?

HARCLD

Vell, not exactly, but you get the

i dea.

...and the visage of a silver-haired sanura

JUNI PER
(curious)
OQoh, who's that?

EXT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ENTRANCE - DAY

girl appears.

A SENTRY fl oats past Makoto as she stands at the entrance to
the M1 ky Way Stadi um She stares until another sentry pops

into her face.

SENTRY 2
Hel | o.

Makoto fl exes her fist, but then eases herself at the

sentry’'s smling screen.

SENTRY 2
Ah, | see you're registered for
this year’s Children of the Earth
event .

MAKOTO
Uh. ..

SENTRY 2

Ri ght this way, young | ady.

It floats through the entrance..
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SENTRY 2
Oh, wait. | alnobst forgot.

... but then pauses as it turns back to her..

SENTRY 2
This is for you.

...and blips a tiny static bolt into Makoto's wi st.

MAKOTO
What did you do?

SENTRY 2
Check your N-pad, and you'll see.

Makoto blips the N-pad--a snmall, disc-like patch inserted
into her skin--to find a hol ographic map of her own body
dressed head to toe in vague sil houettes of ornate gear.

MAKOTO
My starting weapons and arnor, |
presune?

The sentry blips a cheery smle.

MAKOTO
Il take that as a yes.

SENTRY 2
You’ ve got the right idea.

The sentry spins to the entrance..

SENTRY 2
You' ve got fifteen mnutes until
you need to be center stage. You
can get there through the | ocker
roons to either side of ne.

...and then back to Makoto. Sure enough, the |ocker room
doors flank each side of the entrance hall way.

SENTRY 2
Good | uck.

The sentry floats away, |eaving Makoto to pace to the girls’
| ocker room and di sappear inside.

CRANE ZOOM I N TO



EXT. MLKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA - DAY
The stadiumis filled with prismatic crisscrossed lights...

KIERAN (V. Q)
Ladi es and gentl enen! Chil dren,
teens, and everybody between! We're
your hosts, Kieran MCain, Juniper
G een, and Harold R chtofen, and
wel come back to this
year’s...Children! O the Earth!

...as the audience ripples with excitenent.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
That’'s right, fol ks. And what an
event it’s going to be this year!
Wth fighters fromall over the
wor |l d, who knows who’s going to
W n?

HARCLD (V. Q)
Nobody yet. We'll just have to
wat ch and see.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
| can hardly wait.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
|’ msure the audi ence can't either,
June.

The uproar dies down to the arrival of FRANCI S, an aged,
somewhat portly man whose frosted black and white hair

conpl enents his sinple tuxedo and bowti e but stands out from
hi s deep tan conpl exi on.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
And to introduce today’s exhibition
fighters, here’'s Francis Teague.

Francis stands tall center stage...
FRANCI S
Ladi es and gentlenen, this is the
exhi bition match of the 50th annual
Children of the Earth, set for 8
m nut es!

...waves his hand to the audi ence..
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FRANCI S
Presented by Into the N ght. Happy
from Sunrise to Sunset. Sanctioned
by UN Sports Arcadia. Comm ssioner:
Elijah Afolayan. Qur five judges
scoring this conpetition are
G ovanni Bonanno, Rory G les,
Xi anghua Lee, Al ejandro Mendez, and
Her b Soren.

...and sumons a wave of excitenent fromthe audi ence.

FRANCI S (V. Q)
I ntroducing first! Fighting out of
t he bl ue corner!

Taking his place at the far end of the ring is a | anky,
fairly built boy with a tattered black mat for hair and iron
brown eyes.

FRANCI S (V. Q)
A gl adi ator, making his Children of
the Earth debut.

A cl oud of pixels gathers around his body and then just as
qui ckly gives way.

FRANCI S (V. Q)
He stands 173 centineters tall,
wei ghing in at 70 kil os.

He is now dressed in a sinple but el aborate brigandi ne vest,
his head adorned with a gray headband. Hi s boots are
outfitted with netal blades |ike nutant ice skates. Tied at
his hip via rope rests a sheathed hwando.

FRANCI S (V. O)

Fi ghting out of Dongducheon, Korea!
Presenting...!

FRANCI S (V. Q)
G| Dong "Hangeul Pride" Rhee!

The audi ence greets himwith a | oud cheer.
FRANCI S (V. Q)
And his opponent! Fighting out of
the red corner!

Makot o takes her place at the other end of the ring.
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FRANCI S (V. Q)
A sanurai, making her Children of
the Earth debut.

A cloud of pixels gathers around her body, and then just as
qui ckl y vani shes.

FRANCI S (V. Q)
She stands 169 centineters tall,
wei ghing in at 58 kil os.

A qui ck scan of her person reveals Makoto to be dressed head
to toe in regal, mdnight blue conposite plate rem niscent
of Medi eval Japan. A long, silk scarf hangs from her

shoul ders. Tied to her hip via silken cord rests a sheat hed
katana with the word, "kusanagi", engraved in its pomel.

FRANCI S
Fi ghting out of Chiba, Japan!
Presenting...!

She stares across the stage...

FRANCI S
Makot o "Angel Bl ue" Yanasaki!

...as the audience greets her with another cheer.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
You know, if | had to pick a thene
for this fight, it would probably
be " Swor d/ Shi el d/ Hands. "

KI ERAN (V. Q)
| don't get it.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
Eh, ne neither. Let’s just get to
the fight!

KI ERAN (V. Q)
My pl easure.

Francis signals Makoto and G| Dong t

0
lights to either side of him which the

march to two circul ar
y do.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
In three...two...one..

The two conbatants bathe in cybernetic blips and lights, and
t hen vanish into the battle sinulator.

WARP TO



12.

I NT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA SI MULATOR - GRASSY MEADOW -
SUNNY DAY

They find thensel ves standing at opposite ends of the sunlit
meadow. Birds chirp in the distant woods encircling it, and
thin wi sps of cloud hang overhead. The warnmth of the sun’s
rays caresses all it touches.

Makot o draws her hand to her kat ana.

MAKOTO
Good | uck, G I Dong.
G| Dong, instead of reciprocating her good will, spits to
t he si de.
MAKOTO
(under her breath)
How rude. .

The arena conputer chirps its baleful signal..

ARENA COVPUTER (V. O.)
Fi ght!

...and G| Dong charges at Makoto, his eyes flaring with
pri de and his hwando brandi shed.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
And here we go!

He | eaps at Makoto with his outstretched leg, only to be
parri ed. ..

KI ERAN (V. Q.)
Oh, nice parry by Mko--!

...and | ashed out with her katana.

KI ERAN (V. Q)

(excited)
Oh! And a beautiful follow up hack
to the | eg!

G| Dong recovers, landing on his feet.

HAROLD (V. Q)
It |ooks like that strike hit one
of the studs on G| Dong’s shin
guard, though.



13.

I NT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - BOOTH - DAY

Juni per is now standing with both fists clenched and rai sed,
hoppi ng up and down in her seat as she chants...

JUNI PER
(excited)
Fight! Fight! Fight! Fight! Fight!

Fi ght!

Kieran and Harold loll their eyes at her, urging her to
shrug back.

JUNI PER
What ? You' re both thinking it.

I NT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA SI MULATOR - GRASSY MEADOW -
SUNNY DAY

G| Dong continues his assault, Makoto her counterattack

KI ERAN (V. Q)
G| Dong' s doing well, but he just
can’t breach Makoto’'s defenses, can
he?

HAROLD (V. Q)
Hi s attack pattern seens too
i near.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
He' s attacking her in a straight
l'ine?

HARCLD (V. Q)
Yeah, | suppose.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
Looks nore |ike he’'s just attacking
her nonst op.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
Poi nts for aggression, but it’'s
really not hel ping otherw se.

At one point, Makoto grabs G| Dong’s ankle, flips him..
KIERAN (V. Q)
Qoh! And Makoto flips G| Dong head
over heel s--

...and follows up with a lash to his neck, blocked by his
hwando.

( CONTI NUED)
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JUNI PER (V. Q)
Whoa!

KIERAN (V. Q)
And there’ s the vicious follow up
strike!

JUNI PER (V. Q)
Any further up and she m ght’ve
taken his head cl ean off!

They break away, stand ready...

MAKOTO
You’' re good, but you | ack
di sci pline.

G L DONG
"1l show you di scipline!

...and resune their battle, partially oblivious to the horn
blaring a countdown in tinme to each nunber..

ARENA COVPUTER (V. Q)
Five...four...three...two...one...

...until it looses a long blast to halt.

ARENA COVPUTER (V. O.)
Ti ne!

A weary Makoto glinpses herself and the equally weary G|
Dong to see shimrering red pi xels where there should be
bl ood spilling fromtheir collective scratches and brui ses.

WARP TO

I NT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - BOOTH - DAY
Kieran half clenches his fist atop the table.

Kl ERAN
Sword wi ns!

JUNI PER
| thought you said you didn't get
it.

Kl ERAN
| didn't at the tinme. Now, | do.
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HARCLD
Don't call this fight just yet,
Kieran. May | rem nd you that tine
ran out?

EXT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA - DAY

Makoto and G| Dong renmaterialize outside the sinulator and
step away, the highlights of their duel on display for al
to see.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
Oh, of course. Guess we leave it to
t he judges, then.

Francis nmarches to the center of the arena to deliver his
verdi ct.

FRANCI S
Ladi es and gentlenen, the five
j udges have rendered their decision
for this fight, ending at 8
m nutes. Decl ared the w nner by
Split Decision: G| Dong "Hangeu
Pride" Rhee!

G| Dong raises his fist in triunph am dst the thunderous
appl ause.

EXT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ENTRANCE - DAY

Makot o wal ks al one, her arnms half sagging. She stares once
again along the walls, observing the sinple but el egant
arched ri bbi ng above, and returns her gaze forward al nost
too late to avoid colliding with PRASHASTI --a | anky

m ddl e-aged woman with a | ow, |opsided jet black ponytai
and brick red-tinged nmud skin.

PRASHASTI
Whoa! Whoa! Hold it there! Hold it
t her el

The two of them screech to a halt and step back from each
ot her.

MAKOTO
Who are you?

PRASHASTI

Isn’t it polite to introduce
yoursel f first?

( CONTI NUED)
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MAKOTO
Unh...yeah... Sorry. My nane’s
Makot o.

PRASHASTI
And |’ m Prashasti. N ce to neet
you.

Prashasti hangs her head to the side..

PRASHASTI
| mean it’s kind of clear that
you’ ve never been in Children of
the Earth before, but you took to
it like a duck to water.

MAKOTO
It’s not that different fromthe
kendo | essons | took at hone.
Except that it hurts nore when they
cut you. A lot nore.

...and then rights herself.

PRASHASTI
By the way, since you re obviously
new to Arcadia, why don’t | take
you on a tour around the city?

EXT. TREE OF HEAVEN MONUMENT - EVENI NG

Makot o and Prashasti round the street corner into a circular
causeway. Several pedestrians pass by as they gaze upon the
el ectrified canopy of a colossal tree-shaped spire, its
branches m m cking the occasional sparks that fire into the
air.

Prashasti waves to the great tree..

PRASHASTI
And that is ny favorite spot in al
of Arcadia: the Tree of Heaven
Monunent .

... Which Makoto scans from canopy to roots and then back
agai n.

MAKOTO
How aptly naned.
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PRASHASTI
And beauti ful.

Prashasti | owers her arm

PRASHASTI
It transmts power to the whole
city. And before you ask, no, |
don’t know how it does it.

She eyes the bal cony beneath the branches.

MAKOTO
Hopeful Iy, no one gets shocked when
they're watching the city fromup
t here.

PRASHASTI
To ny know edge, nobody has.
(hal f enbarrassed)
VWell, except for that one tine when
sonmebody dared ne to lick the
| owest branch.

She stares at Prashasti, and neither of themnotice a random
BYSTANDER getti ng shocked on the bal cony.

BYSTANDER
(out of earshot, barely
consci ous)
Medi c!

Prashasti at | ast breaks the otherw se silent awkwardness
with a wave. ..

PRASHASTI
But | digress.

...and points to a honely stretch of buildings at the far
end of the causeway.

PRASHASTI
See that little stand down the
street?

Makot o’ s eyes follow Prashasti’s finger...
MAKOTO

The one with the big sign that says
"Moonphase?"
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PRASHASTI
Yeah. During Children of the Earth
events, that stand gives you
weapons, arnor, and stuff.

...and then reacquire her face.

MAKOTO
Li ke the shops in old RPGs, then.

PRASHASTI
Yeah.

Makoto blips her N-pad and notices a curious nunber on the
hol ogr aphi ¢ di spl ay.

MAKOTO
My scorecard, | presune?

PRASHASTI
That’'s right. The hi gher your
score, the better your chance to
make it into the tournanent phase.
And the better gear you can get.
You are allowed to trade gear with
ot her contestants, by the way, as
| ong as you stay within your score.

MAKOTO
And where can | find this gear?

PRASHASTI
Well, usually..

EXT. MOONPHASE - FRONT COUNTER - DAY

Makot o scans the shuttered box building that is Monphase,
her eyes resting upon the inventory list taped to the |ip of
t he counter. She crouches down for a closer |ook, twtching
to find stat ratings and classifications but no price tags.

She rises to her feet and stretches her neck as Xl ANGZHI
t he owner of Moonphase, struts to the stand. Makoto sees
first her nane with a quick glinpse of her nane tag, and
then the rest of her.

Xi angzhi is a violet-haired, cobalt-eyed young wonan--whi ch
cannot possibly be her natural hair or eye col ors--wearing
cl othes that show nore of her | enon-orange skin than Makoto
hersel f woul d dare.
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MAKCOTO
You nust be Xi angzhi.

XI AN&ZH
| take it Prashasti sent you here.

MAKOTO
Friend of yours?

XI ANGZHI
Ever since we were young.

Makot o bows her head in reverence.

MAKOTO
My nane’s Makoto Yamasaki. It’'s
nice to neet you

Xl ANGZH
You don’t have to be so fornal
around the |ikes of ne.

MAKOTO
" m playing the part of a sanurai’s
daughter in this conpetition.
Shouldn’t | stay in character?

JOSHUA (V. Q)
A sanurai’s daughter, eh?

Toweri ng behind Makoto is JOSHUA, and Makoto turns back to
his voice. There, she sees the inposing pal e-skinned visage
of a stone-faced, pale skinned, m ddl e-aged giant with

di shevel ed ash brown hair and cl oud gray eyes.

Makot o extends her hand to Joshua, only to have it sl apped
away. The giant about-faces with a lazy but condescendi ng
sneer. ..

JOSHUA
|’msorry, but | speak with
warriors, not pale shadows.

...and marches off. X angzhi seats her head in her hands as
she | eans into her counter. Makoto passes her a stern but
gentl e | ook.

MAKOTO
What’s the deal with hin

XI AN&ZH
You' |l have to forgive him He's
the 9-tine undefeated King of

Bl ades.

( CONTI NUED)
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MAKOTO
(partly astonished)
Wi t .

She takes an awkward step..

MAKOTO
That was the Joshua Strada? As in
"t he Denpn of the Bl ood Mbon?" The
man who- -

XI AN&ZH
Yes, yes, and no.

...and then rights herself.

MAKOTO
Sorry. | kind of started to |ose ny
head for a second there.

XI AN&ZH
It happens to all of us.

Xi angzhi too rights herself and brushes her short pants with
bot h hands.

XI ANGZH
But enough of that. How can | help
you?

MAKOTO

You nean besi des handl i ng equi pnent
in Children of the Earth and
telling me where the conpetitors
stay during said conpetition?

Makoto triggers a chuckle from Xi angzhi as she nounts her
hand to her hip..

XI ANGZHI
Try heading to Starlight Rise. It’s
where all the other conpetitors are
staying, fromwhat | hear.

...and then points down the street.

XI ANGZHI
It’s that way, by the way.

FADE TO



21.

I NT. STARLIGHT RI SE HOTEL - RED SUN W NG - EVEN NG

The ping of the parting el evator door bids Makoto | eave. As
she wal ks down t he expansive hallway to her suite, she

gl i npses door after door to one suite after another. She

al nrost bunps into Prashasti standing in front of one door as
she returns her gaze forward.

MAKCOTO
(ast oni shed)
Prashasti ?

PRASHASTI
W just keep running into each
ot her, don’'t we?

Makot o steps back to regain her bearings...

PRASHASTI
And before you ask, that’s right,
Makoto. |’ m your coach.

...and holds themwi th a half bl ank | ook.

MAKCOTO
Ckay.

Prashasti tilts her head with a goggl e.

PRASHASTI
VWhat ?

Makot o shrugs.

PRASHASTI
No, shouldn’t you say sonet hi ng
like, "You ve got to be kidding?"

MAKOTO
They assigned you as ny coach for a
reason, didn't they?

PRASHASTI
But | thought for sure you thought
| was a total ditz by now.

MAKOTO
| ve noticed that you know your way
around the city, and judging from
the fact that you' re ny coach, you
nmust know a | ot about the
conpetition. That’s not the mark of
a total ditz, and | shoul d know,

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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MAKOTO (cont’ d)
I’mfriends with a couple back
hone.

Prashasti smles reassured, and then points behind Makoto. ..

PRASHASTI
Speaki ng of friends, | ook who's
com ng your way.

...who tracks her finger to see G| Dong passing by.

G L DONG
(flat)
You again? | thought | killed you
at the arena.

Wt hout even | ooking back, G| Dong marches further down the
hal | way.

MAKOTO
(deadpan)
And good evening to you too, Gl
Dong.
PRASHASTI

Just ignore himfor now.

He stops at another door, blips it unlocked by touching his
wri st-enbedded N-Pad to the side, rips the door open, and
half slanms it shut as he slips into the roomtherein. The
approaching TULI O pauses to nmull this sane door, his hand
wr apped around his chin.

He is a willow but taut 16 year-old boy whose noss green
eyes rove about fromw thin his dirt conplexion, a small rat
tail dangling fromthe back of his dark brown-haired head.

FADE TO

I NT. INTO THE NI GHT - LOBBY - EVEN NG

The nmuted technopop heartbeats and strobi ng dance |ights
greet Xi angzhi through the al nost gl assy expanse of |obby as
she struts her way to the arced bar at her left...



23.

I NT. INTO THE NI GHT - EAST W NG BAR - EVEN NG

...Where there stands CLARK--a taller, fairly built man
whose faded bei ge visage holds a set of anber eyes, a
scraggly mat of mdnight blue hair, and a mghty jaw ine. He
| ooks up fromthe conplicated code running on his N-pad’ s

di spl ay and cocks an eyebrow as Xi angzhi sidles up to the
counter.

BARTENDER
What can | get for you, mss?

XI ANGZHI
(to the bartender)
A Jade Dawn, please.

BARTENDER
Real | y?

XI ANGZHI
Wth alittle unbrella.

BARTENDER
...Com ng right up.

The bartender disappears behind the counter and sets to work
on Xi angzhi’s toxic order.

CLARK
Long tinme, no see, X angzhi.

Resting her armon the counter, only now does Xi angzh
notice C ark.

XI ANGZHI
Has it really been that |ong,
G ark? And what kind of nane is
Clark Owens, anyway?

G ark strokes his chin.

CLARK
(j oki ng)
So, you know who | am
XI ANGZHI
(pl ayi ng al ong)

O course.

The bartender | ooses a yelp as sonething singes his eye.

( CONTI NUED)
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XI ANGZHI
But then again, it is just opening
week. Gven tine, you m ght not
even make it into the tournanent

phase.
CLARK
W' || see about that. Just you
wat ch.
XI ANGZHI
No bet.

Xi angzhi returns her gaze to the bartender as he returns
with her shimering green drink. The paper unbrella sifts
little of its seem ngly radioactive light. Cark winces to
cover his face with his hand.

BARTENDER
Here you go. One Jade Dawn with a
little unbrella.

XI ANGZHI
Thank you, sir.

She snatches the drink..

XI ANGZHI
Rem nd ne to do you a favor l|ater.

BARTENDER
WIl do.

...flicks the unbrella with her finger several tines, and
gul ps down a hardy swig of the drink. It seens to hum and
crackl e as she claps the cup on the counter.

CLARK

(hal f gaggi ng)
How nuch al cohol is in that thing?

Xl ANGZH
(1 npi sh)
Trust me. The al cohol’s the | east
of your worries.

Grasping the glass again, Xiangzhi hoists it to the flashing
light array |eaking through the sound wall ..

XI ANGZHI
Here's to Arcadi a.

...and gul ps down another swi g. Again, she claps the cup on
the counter, her exhaling visibly electrified.

( CONTI NUED)
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CRACKLE TO

| NT. MAKOTO S SUI TE ROOM - BATHRCOM - NI GHT

G| Dong opens the door, surprised to suddenly feel the
heavy m st of a hot bath as he prepares to shed his shirt. A
qui ck glinpse of the roomtherein alerts himto something
wrong, even nore so as a bar of soap hurtles past his nose
and knocks the closing door. Turning to the |launch site, he
just as quickly shields his eyes fromthe equally frightened
and enbarrassed Makoto hiding in the tub.

G L DONG
(frantic)
What are you doi ng here?!

MAKOTO
(frantic)
Taki ng a bath, obviously! Wat are
you doi ng here?!

G L DONG
| don’t know

MAKOTO
Then go away, you pervert!

Makoto | eaps to her feet to charge at the fleeing G|
Dong. . .

G L DONG
kay! Okay! |’ m going!

...but, glinpsing her still naked self, retreats to the tub
with a squeal.

I NT. MAKOTO S SU TE ROOM - NI GHT

Braced agai nst the door to the bathroom the w de-eyed G|
Dong wheezes, but then glances down to spot a crudely
fashioned teleporter gate platformat the foot of the door,
whereupon is etched a barely | egible nane that steans his
bl ood and narrows his eyes.

FADE OUT
BLI NK TO
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I NT. MAKOTO S SUI TE ROOM - MORNI NG

Makot o bl inks her heavy eyes to two identical brown-haired,
t urquoi se-eyed faces beam ng down at her fromatop the sane
pair of shoulders. Their 16 year-old conjoi ned owners,

YUKI KO and NATSUM, brace their respective arns and legs to
ei ther side of Makoto.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
(si ngsong)
Guess who!

They hop off of the bed as Makoto kicks at them.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
(si ngsong)
Ha ha! M ssed us again!

...and haul s herself upright.

MAKOTO
(still half asleep)
Ungh. .. Yuki ko? Natsum ? \What are
you two doi ng here?

YUKI KO

You want the | ong version?
NATSUM

O the short version?
MAKOTO

Wi chever one nakes you | ess

annoyi ng.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
Short version it isl!

Makoto nmore or | ess ignores Yuki ko and Natsum as they
bl ather. She sinply rises up to snooth out her sheets..

YUKI KO
See, after you left, a
representative from Arcadia cane to
announce a big lottery at our
school ..

NATSUM
To send one |ucky student into
space and report on this year’s
Children of the Earth.
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YUKI KO AND NATSUM
And guess who won. That's right;
us!

I NT. MAKOTO S SUI TE ROOM - BATHROOM - MORNI NG

...brushes her teeth in front of her sink..

NATSUM
Vell, actually, | won.
YUKI KO
(j oki ng)
No, | did.
NATSUM

(pl ayi ng al ong)
What ever. But given our...how
shoul d we say, "condition"..

YUKI KO
The student council had to bend the
rules a bit so we could both go.

NATSUM
| nmean, it’s not |like we could help
it.

YUKI KO
It’s just how we are, anyway.

| NT. STARLI GHT RI SE HOTEL - RED SUN W NG - MORNI NG
...and paces down the hall to the el evators.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
And wait. There' s nore.

YUKI KO
W even got the chance to pick
conpetitors to follow. Lots of
people were in simlar lotteries
all over the world.

NATSUM
O course, the limt was normally
one per conpetitor, but...again
with how we are
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MAKOTO
And | et ne guess. Al the other
conpetitors were picked, so you
pi cked ne.

The three girls in two bodies stop at the el evators,
awai ting future conpany.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
(a la tacky buzzer)
Buuu!
("normal ")
We got first pick.

Makot o breathes a sigh, and the passing G| Dong catches her
eyes. He, in turn, screeches to a halt and shoots a gl ance
back.

MAKOTO
You!

G L DONG
You!

Yuki ko poi nts at Makot o.
YUKI KO
(j oki ng)
You!
Nat sum points at G| Dong.
NATSUM
(j oki ng)
You!

They shift their hands to open pal ns...

NATSUM
(j oki ng)
Hi
YUKI KO
(j oki ng)
Her !

...Shrug at each other...

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
(al nost | aughi ng)
Them

...and share a giggle, triggering a roll of Mikoto s eyes
and a shake of G| Dong’s head.
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EXT. TREE OF HEAVEN MONUMENT - BASE - DAY

Prashasti strides along the causeway to the Tree of Heaven
Monunment with her arns spread wide to either side, breathing
in and out as much air as her lungs can hold. Her eyes open
to the sul king visage of SERGElI, an aged nman in a trace
mlitary jacket and boots. H's otherw se bald head sports a
low, flat, gray nohawk. A small tuft of simlarly col ored
beard adorns his squared chin.

He merely gl ances back as Prashasti stops beside him

PRASHASTI
| take it Tulio s little prank | ast
ni ght went well, Sergei?

SERCE
Evi dent | y.

Prashasti sidles up beside Sergei, her hands behind her
back.

PRASHASTI
So, it looks Iike the two of us are
rival s again. Coaching our proteges
to hopes of victory.
(j oking)
Well, maybe | shouldn’t say "coach”
as much as | should say "blab."

Sergei does not answer; his eyes are fixed on a snmall plaque
enbedded in the nonunent’s trunk.

PRASHASTI
(awkwar d)
Unh...lovely weather today, isn't
it? Artificial gravity thingy
hol di ng up well, too.
Agai n, no answer.
PRASHASTI

(hal f frustrated,
intentionally stilted)
| wonder if it is going to rain
toni ght, or maybe we’' Il see a clear
vi ew of Earth.

He says not hi ng.

PRASHASTI
Not in the nood to tal k, huh?
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SERGE
Not nmuch to tal k about aside from
t hat nonster.

PRASHASTI
Monst er ?

Sergei storns off...

PRASHASTI
Hey. Where are you goi ng?

...leaving Prashasti to flap her arns at him

PRASHASTI
(exasper at ed)
At least tell nme about the nonster!
Rude!

EXT. STARLI GHT RI SE HOTEL - GYMNASI UM HALLWAY - MORNI NG

Makot o, G| Dong, Yuki ko and Natsum walk in a | oose
triangle through the pristine glass hallway shaft that |eads
to what should be the hotel gymmasi um

G L DONG
All I"’msaying is that he set nme up
to peep at you.

MAKOTO
| figured that out when | heard you
stormout of ny suite.

At the far end of the hallway, they see Tulio standing
beside a sinple, barren bench near a huge set of double
doors.

G L DONG
Wthin the conversation..

He gl ances at G| Dong, rubs the back of his neck with his
hand, and rights hinself, his hands twitching for the heal ed
ant bites on his face.
TULI O
Ah, if it isn't ny old roommate,
G| Dong?

G| Dong and the girls stop short of Tulio..
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G L DONG
(flat)
H, Tulio.

...at whom Makot o pi nches her chin.

MAKOTO
ad...roommt e?

TULI O
Ah, never mnd that. Just,
um ..who’ s your roonmate, anyway?

Makot o eyes Yuki ko and Natsum, noticing the N pad enbedded
between the valley of their clavicles and the fissure at
t heir necks.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
(def eat ed)
Ckay. We lied. There was no
|ottery.

YUKI KO
W were on the sane train to
Arcadi a as you.

NATSUM
We got assigned to your room after
your exhibition match.

Makot o shrugs and gl ances asi de.

MAKOTO
Yeah. | didn’t believe your lottery
story anyway.

TULI O
Vell, | suppose that answers that

question. Now, G| Dong..

Tuli o scans between Makoto, G| Dong, Yuki ko, and Natsum ,
and then reacquires G| Dong.

TULI O
You're still going on about | ast
night, aren’'t you?

G| Dong does not answer.
TULI O

Come on. It’s just a harmess bit
of fun.
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G L DONG
You call warping me into another
conpetitor’s bathroomwhile she's
taking a bath a harm ess bit of
fun?

TULI O
Says the dude who sicced ne with a
colony of fire ants.

Makot o cannot hel p but crack a snicker.

TULI O
Where’ d you get them anyway?

G L DONG
A present from ny grandpa.

Tulio touches his finger to the back of his hand, blips his
N- pad. ..

TULI O
Wel |, perhaps | should get straight
to ny point. I’ve got alittle

sonmething to nmake it up to you two.
...and sumons a call for six tickets fromhis N pad.

TULI O
(tacky)
Pr est o!

Makoto and G| Dong examine first Tulio s tacky smile, and
then the tickets.

MAKOTO
That’s sonet hi ng you just happened
to have lying around, isn't it?

TULI O
W’ ve got to keep the story noving.

G L DONG
Story? \What story?

FADE TO
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I NT. RI'VER OF HEAVEN WATER PARK - POCLSI DE - DAY

The six of them now dressed in various sw nsuits, Mkoto
fits her hand above her eyes as if a visor, while Tulio, G
Dong, Yuki ko, Natsum , and Prashasti take to the water’s
edge. She paces off to sit on a bench by herself.

A short while later, Tulio hauls hinself out of the water
and peers down at G| Dong as he breeches the surface.

TULI O
So, G| Dong.

G| Dong swins to the ledge to neet Tulio...

TULI O
How are things going between you
and Senorita Yanmasaki ?

...and rests his crossed arns.

G L DONG
| f you nean romantically, | assure
you there’s nothing going on
between nme and Split Foot.

TULI O
Split Foot? That’s an insult, isn't
it?

G L DONG

Only to the Japanese. And even if
she wasn’t, there’s no way |’ d be
involved with her. We're rivals,
not hi ng nore.

He too hauls hinself out of the water.

G L DONG
By the way, what’s the deal wth
you and treating girls like toys?

TULI O
What do you nean?

G L DONG
Tel eporting nme into Makoto’s hotel
room for one.

TULI O
If you mean to inply that 1'’ma
pervert, it’s a bit nore
conplicated than that.
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G | Dong shakes his head.

In response, Tulio dashes beside Yuki ko and Natsum from
behi nd as they tal k...

TULI O
Wat ch. When you push this button..

...and pets them between their necks, triggering a ticklish
wi nce with dual gasps. They funble Tulio s hand away as they
turn back to him

TULI O
That happens.

G L DONG
(sarcastic)
Uh- huh.

Tulio then reaches for the twins' cleavage..

TULI O
And when you push this button..

...only to be intercepted and slung back into the water by
Prashasti. ..

PRASHASTI
That happens.

...who then stretches her arns above her head. Tulio bursts
t hrough the surface of the water and | atches on to the
| edge.

PRASHASTI
And before you ask, | conpeted in
Chil dren of the Earth once.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
Real | y?

PRASHASTI
Real |y.

TULI O
Ch, yeah. You got creaned that
year, didn't you?

Prashasti’s arns droop by her side.
PRASHASTI

(bashful)
Vell...yes..
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A dual giggle fromthe twins |ater, Tulio heaves hinself
out.

TULI O
By the way, thanks for illustrating
nmy poi nt back there.

PRASHASTI
You nmean ny throwi ng you into the
wat er ?

TULI O
More |ike showi ng what happens to
perverts in public.

G L DONG
|’mjust glad Makoto didn’'t get to
do that to ne.

Yuki ko and Natsum glinpse Makoto' s absence.

YUKI KO
Speaki ng of Makoto, has anyone seen
her ?

NATSUM
Last | checked, she was right next
to us.

YUKI KO
Sanme here.

NATSUM

Then how should | know?

G| Dong points to Makoto sitting at the edge of the deep
end of the artificial sea and grins.

Unawar e, Makoto spl ashes her feet in the water, counting on
her extended fingers.

MAKOTO
(under her breath)
The | andmarks. The food. The living
space. The view of Earth.

She cl oses her hand and snmiles to herself...

MAKOTO
(under her breath, thinly
anused)
Your stories don't do this city
justice, Dad...
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... when suddenly, G| Dong heaves her off the |ledge and into
the water. Victorious, he puffs his chest and clenches his
fist at his heart.

G L DONG
(proud)
Ha ha! Let that be a | esson to you!
Underestimate ne, and...!

But his triunph norphs to horror as he sees Makoto failing
to breach the surface of the water.

G L DONG
(nervous)
Ch, no...

I NT. Rl VER OF HEAVEN WATER PARK - UNDERWATER - DAY

The sinking Makoto claws and scratches for the surface, only
to sink deeper, until at |ast, she opens her nouth and
swal | ows water while trying to gasp for air. The l|ast thing
she thinks she sees is a silhouette diving into the pool and
SW nmi ng to her rescue.

FADE OUT

PRASHASTI (V. Q)
Okay. |s she breathing?

BLINK TO

I NT. RI'VER OF HEAVEN WATER PARK - BENCHES - DAY

Makot o opens her eyes to face first the ceiling, and then
G| Dong kneeling over her

G L DONG
| don’t know. I'mnot trained in
CPR.

She coughs up sone pool water.

TULIO (V. Q)
Oh, 1 ook. She’s coming to.

G| Dong snaps his head to Makoto, unaware that his hand is
squi shing into her chest...

G L DONG
Huh?
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...until she punches himin the jaw. She sits up on the
floor, her arns crossed at her chest, and glares at the
recovering G 1 Dong.

MAKOTO
(enraged and enbarrassed)
| f you ever do that again..

Cracking his jawinto place, G| Dong returns Makoto’' s
gl are.

G L DONG
(agoni zed and frustrated)
Hey, | saved your lifel

MAKOTO
Ri ght after pushing ne into the
wat er ?

G L DONG

Not ny fault; you never told ne you
couldn’t swm

Makot o opens her nouth to object, but then sinks her eyes.
Yuki ko and Natsum nount their hands at their respective
hi ps and shoot G| Dong tw n sneers.

NATSUM
Vell, since you re the one who
pushed her in..

YUKI KO
Wiy not teach her?

TULI O
They’ ve got a point.

G| Dong roves his eyes between Makoto and their audience,
and then | owers his shoul ders.

G L DONG
(hesi tant)
Fine. But just for today. Ckay?

Tuli o nock sal utes...

TULI O
(tacky)
Yes, sir!

...at which G| Dong can’t help but snicker. No sooner does

he turn back to Makot o, however, than he sees her trying to
ease into the water
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G L DONG
Makot o!

Makot o hops out, al npbst bunping into G| Dong..

G L DONG
What are you, dense? You know you
can’t swm

MAKOTO
| can learn just fine on ny own.
Watch ne.

...and then goes for the water again, caught by G| Dong s
hand cl anped on her wist. She tenses up, but then eases
of f.

MAKOTO
kay. | heard their suggestion, and
| agree.

G L DONG

(reluctant)
That makes two of us.

Makot o | ooses a grudgi ng but respectful huff.

MAKOTO
By the way, where’s your coach?

G L DONG
You nean Sergei ? Probably standing
somepl ace uni nportant.

EXT. R VER OF HEAVEN WATER PARK - ENTRANCE - DAY

Sergei stands al one, scanning the River of Heaven park
buil ding. A stroke of his beard flags the arrival of O ark
from behi nd him

CLARK
Excuse ne, sir, but I'’mgoing to
have to ask you to step away from
t he entrance.
No answer .

CLARK
Hey, | said nove.

Clark strides to Sergei and reaches for his shoul der..
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CLARK
Are you deaf or sonething--7?

...but in a screamng blur, finds hinself throw to the
ground by his arm Sergei strides off.

SERGE

(rmuttering)
Usa scum

Clark sits up and dusts hinmself off, watching the departing
Ser gei .

FADE TO

EXT. STARLI GHT RI SE HOTEL - GYMNASI UM HALLWAY - EVEN NG

Their rolled towels draped across the backs of their necks,
Makoto and G| Dong pass by the entrance of the gymasi um
which G| Dong peers inside.

G L DONG
(thinly inpressed)
Well, look at that.

Makot o stops with a glance back to G| Dong.

MAKOTO
(bl unt)
Al nost as inpressive as ny picking
up swwnmmng so quickly, 1'Il bet?
What can | say? |I'’ma fast |earner.
G L DONG
That doesn’t even conpare to this.

Look.
She too peers inside the gym

MAKOTO (V. Q)
Ckay. This is inpressive.

G L DONG (V.0)
Yeah. Too bad no fights here count
towards our scores, or else I'd
elimnate you right here and now.

Makoto |l eaks a flat stare at G| Dong..
MAKOTO

(sarcastic)
Ch, sure you woul d.
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... wWho stands undaunted and unanused. Hi s eyes rove between
t he gymmasi um entrance and Makot o.

G L DONG
You know, it’s kind of stupid how
we have to sign up for matches at
the stadiumin order to earn
poi nt s.

MAKOTO
Maybe for those who want to get the
conpetition over with...

Makot o sumtmmons her score card from her N-pad, where it shows
the schedul e for upcom ng matches..

MAKOTO (V. Q)
...but | suppose it’s a matter of
bot h encouragi ng active
participation and ensuring equa
opportunity.

G L DONG
| n other words?

...and then dismsses it.

MAKOTO
Everyone gets a chance, but they
all have to take it.

G L DONG
Okay. | guess that makes sense.

She jolts her hand as her cell phone rings..

MAKOTO
Hold on. | need to take this.

...digs into her pocket, fishes out the phone, and puts it
to her ear.

MAKOTO
Hel | o, Mbom
ERI (V.0O)

Hell o, Makoto. G ad to see you're
okay. Just wait until you conme hone
with such great stories to tell ne.

MAKOTO
Li ke Dad, right?
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ERI (V.Q)
... What ?
A tense pause.
ERI (V.Q)
Makot 0?
MAKOTO
l"mstill here. And...well, I'm
sorry, but I'lIl just tell you
straight.

A deep breath, and a clench of her fist.

MAKOTO
| don’t expect to return. In fact,
| plan not to.

ERI (V.0)
... \Wiat ?

| nstead of answering, Makoto sinply sags her cell phone by
her side...

ERI (V.Q)
Makot o, are you there? Makoto--?

...and hangs up to see G| Dong standing by the gynmis enpty
hel p desk, his arns crossed at his chest.

G L DONG
Who was that?

MAKOTO
My nother. She calls nme every now
and then to let me know how t hi ngs
are goi ng back hone.

G L DONG
Whi ch woul d be Japan, right?

MAKOTO
... Yeah. ..

G| Dong uncrosses his arns and paces toward Makoto..
G L DONG
(i nsul ting)
You nust be so damm proud of your
country, huh?

...stopping at arms length from her side.
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MAKOTO
Are you ki dding? After everything
Japan did to the world, it could
si nk beneath the ocean for all
care.

He cocks an eyebrow.

G L DONG
That’'s...not sonething |I’d expect
to hear fromthe nmouth of a
Japanese. Even with such a troubled
past, why woul d you hate your own
honmel and?

Makot o shrugs. ..
MAKOTO
| don’t hate it; | just don't care
for it.

...stows away her cell phone, and hangs her arm

MAKOTO
It’s one of the reasons | cane
here.

G L DONG

What ot her reasons did you have?

MAKOTO
|"d...rather not tal k about it
right now. But let’s just say that
| see becom ng the chanpion as just
a neans to an end.

She wal ks away fromthe gym..

MAKOTO
Good ni ght .

. pauses to turn back with a thin smle..
MAKOTO
Thanks for the swi nm ng | essons, by
t he way.
.and resunes her trek to her suite room

CLASH TO
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I NT. STARLI GHT RI SE HOTEL - GYMNASI UM - GYM SI MULATOR -
ANCI ENT AMPHI THEATER - DAY

Makoto, G| Dong, Tulio, and the Itous are locked in a
deadly free-for-all, enclosed within the crunbling

anphi theater ruin. The simulator’s structure seens to rattle
with every blow they | and on each ot her.

G|l Dong, in his signature light brigandine, attacks with
hi s hwando and gri eve edge.

Makot o, in her majestic keepsake nedium plate arnor, replies
wi th her katana.

Tulio, clad in a regal flow ng purple robe and gil ded
breastplate, is arned with a jewel ed rapi er and nmai n gauche.

And Yuki ko and Natsum , together in their crude but heavy
plate arnor, carry a single colossal war hammer between
t hem

The five of them clash and break away.

TULI O
(trying to maintain face)
You’ ve inproved since this event
started. What’'s new?

MAKOTO
| mpr oved?

TULI O
O course. Just a few weeks ago,
you went down after one bl ow

Yuki ko and Natsum rest their hamrer across their shoul ders.

NATSUM
To be fair, that bl ow was from us.

YUKI KO
Al you did was cushion it, Tulio.

Tulio rights hinself, watching Makoto and G| Dong do
i kew se

G L DONG
Less babbling, nore battling.

MAKOTO
He’' s got a point.

( CONTI NUED)
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TULI O
O course he does.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
Qur pl easure.

The five ready their weapons and brace thensel ves for
anot her clash. Suddenly, the anphitheater fizzles and
crackles away to yield a huge, whitewashed done interior.

GYM COWPUTER (V. Q)
(repeating)
Si mul ati on term nat ed.

Al the conmbatants’ weapons and arnor vani sh into pixel ated
dust as their respective owners rematerialize atop circul ar
lights outside the sinulator.

FI ZZLE TO

| NT. STARLI GHT RI SE HOTEL - GYMNASI UM - QUTSI DE THE GYM
SI MULATOR - DAY

They all glance first at each other, then at the sl ouching
Sergei at the sinmulator controls.

Sergei storns off...

EXT. STARLI GHT RI SE HOTEL - GYMNASI UM HALLWAY - DAY
...and stonps his way down the halls, away fromthe gym

MAKOTO (V. Q)
Let ne guess. That was your coach.

He pauses to shake his head clear.

G L DONG (V.0Q)
"Coach" being a termwe use really
| oosely, and his nanme is Sergei.
Al'l he ever tells Tulio and ne is
stuff like, "You re dooned," and,
"Why prolong your suffering?”

He | ooks back to the gym.

MAKOTO (V. Q)
How d you get stuck with hinf
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G L DONG (V.Q)
The sanme way you got stuck with
yours, obviously.

...and then keeps wal ki ng.

YUKI KO (V. Q)
Qur coach just says stuff |ike,
"Try to wn," or, "Do better than
you're currently doing."

NATSUM (V. Q)
And let’s not forget, "49 years and
still no Queen of Blades. Just King
after King. Wiat’s up with that?"

| NT. STARLI GHT RI SE HOTEL - GYMNASI UM - DAY
The five now stand near the entrance of the gymasi um
MAKOTO

Hmm Maybe, they say that to
notivate us to be independent.

G L DONG
You mean to get us to train on our
own?

TULI O

Most |ikely. And yeah, | know It’s
ki nd of stupid.

MAKOTO
But not conpletely ineffective.

Makoto, G| Dong, and Tulio rove their eyes in awkward
silence while Yuki ko and Natsumi grin at the ceiling vents.
EXT. ARCADI A POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - DAY

Fl anki ng the entrance to the building is a |lone police
officer armed with an enpty, blank coffee mug. Then, he
spots Sergei plodding down the street alone, his hands

f ol ded behi nd his back.

SERGEI
Can | help you, officer?

He st ops.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

46.
OFFI CER 1
Not nuch, sir. | was just bored,
and | felt like | needed soneone to
talk to.
SERGE

No surprise, given this city’'s
al nbst nonexi stent crinme rate.

OFFI CER 1
What do you want to tal k about?

SERCE
| didn’t want to talk until you
stopped ne. | was just thinking
about sonet hi ng soneone won’t stop
ravi ng about.

OFFI CER 1
VWhat woul d t hat be?

SERGE
That in 50 years of Children of the
Earth, there have only been Kings
of Bl ades, never Queens.

The officer pinches his chin.

OFFI CER 1
Hmm .. Now that you nention it,
that does seema bit odd,
especially considering that people
of all ages and both genders
conpete on equal terns.

SERCEI
Vell, this sanme person who won’t
stop raving thinks that having
babi es asi de, anything nen can do,
wonen can do. And vice versa.

OFFI CER 1
What do you think?
SERCGE
Theoretically, yes. Practically,
no.
Sergei turns away.. .
SERCGE
Now, if you Il excuse nme, | have a

wal k to finish.
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...and resunmes wal ki ng.

SERCE
You' d best return to your post
bef ore your superiors catch you

The officer watches Sergei disappear around a corner before
returning to his post.

FADE TO

I NT. INTO THE NI GAT - EAST W NG BAR - NI GHT

Xi angzhi | eads Makoto and co. to the counter, where she
rests her armbefore the already active bartender. She lets
a smle breach her face as she sees his armslither beneath
t he counter.

BARTENDER
A Jade Dawn, M. Ruan?

Xl ANGZH
Yes, please.

Her fingertips drumthe counter.

XI ANGZH
(singsong)
And don’t forget the little
unbrell a.

The bartender whips forth the noxi ous concoction...

BARTENDER
| didn't.

... wWhi ch Xi angzhi accepts. Makoto, G| Dong, Tulio, Yukiko,
and Natsum shield their faces as Xi angzhi downs her drink.

TULI O

(hal f gaggi ng)
You nust really want to do your
[iver in.

CLARK (V.Q)
You're not the first person to say
that, and you won’'t be the | ast.

Clark arrives to the counter as Xi angzhi exhales an electric
hal f-bel ch and rests her cup.
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Xl ANGZH
Clark. Perfect timng.

CLARK
Al ways a pl easure, Xi angzhi.

MAKOTO
Uh, excuse ne.

Makot o rai ses her finger, but Xi angzhi puts her free palm
forth.

XI ANGZHI
Just consider himny "business
partner," WMakot o.

The others ogle, urging Xiangzhi to rove her eyes between
them and then sl ap her forehead.

XI ANGZHI
Ch, where did | |eave ny manners
this time? Ha hal
Cl ark shakes his head. ..

CLARK
It’s all right. Let ne guess.

.and tracks his finger between Makoto and conpany...

CLARK
Makoto, G| Dong, Tulio, and...

.before letting it hover between Yuki ko and Natsum ...

CLARK
Uh, which one of...?

.who point to their respective selves.

YUKI KO
Yuki ko.

NATSUM
And Nat sum .

CLARK
Thank you.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM

(giggling)
You' re wel cone.
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Clark I owers his hand, half-ignoring Xiangzhi as she gul ps
anot her shot of her gl ow ng drink.

CLARK
Xi angzhi has told ne quite a bit
about you 5...uh, there are 5 of

you, right?

MAKOTO
| ndeed. Thanks for considering us
so highly.

Xi angzhi exhal es a slower, nore controlled cloud of electric
mst while Cark turns to Makoto.

CLARK
Don’'t get the wong idea, young Ms.
Yarmasaki. This is still a

conpetition.

MAKOTO
| know. So, if we face each other,
you' d better act |ike we’ve never

met, because I'|ll do the sane.
CLARK

| assure you. |’'Il do nore than

t hat .

Yuki ko nounts her hand at her hip and turns her eyes to
Nat sum . ..

YUKI KO

(j oki ng)
Isnt he alittle polite for an
usa?

...but then catches Clark glaring at her...

YUKI KO
(shocked)
Oops!
...and plasters her hand over her nouth. Natsum’s hand
covers it as well, and both twins smle sheepishly at O ark.
NATSUM
(sheepi sh)
Sorry, sir. She didn’t nmean that as
an insult.
He huffs.
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CLARK
(stung)
She’ d better not have.

As Xi angzhi sets her cup down again, the bartender turns his
attention to Makotoo.

BARTENDER
Can | get any of you sonething?

MAKOTO
No t hanks. W don’t dri nk.

BARTENDER
Sui t yoursel ves.

Tul i o bounces his eyes between the dance floor and d ark,
letting his hand creep to his chin.

TULI O
So, Cark, is it?

CLARK
You probably should ve figured that
out when Xi angzhi called nmy nane.

TULI O
What ? Can’t you take a joke?
Xl ANGZH
He's not one for that brand of
hunor .
G L DONG

That makes two of us.

XI ANGZHI
Three, really, if you include your
girlfriend, G 1 Dong.

G| Dong |eers at Xi angzhi..
G L DONG

(hal f exasper at ed)

She’s not ny girlfriend!

...and then snaps his head fromside to side to see Makoto
suddenl y absent.

G L DONG
(surprised)
Wait a second. Wiere is she?

Yuki ko and Nat sum shrug.
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YUKI KO AND NATSUM
She seens to wander off a | ot
| ately.

Tulio squints between G| Dong and the now enlivened dance
cromd. He then grabs G| Dong’s arm..

G L DONG
(surprised)
Hey, what are you---?

...and yanks himthrough the sound wall to the dance fl oor.

I NT. INTO THE NI GHT - MAI N DANCE ROOM - EVEN NG

The crowd junps in tinme to the beat of the nusic, waving
t heir gl owsticks and chanting..

CLUBBERS
(chanti ng)
Go! &o! ! &o!

Tulio shuffles through the crowd, dragging G| Dong behind
himuntil they see Makoto dancing center stage. Am dst the
cromd, G| Dong cups his hands to his nouth and shouts

al oud. ..

G L DONG
(shouting, barely audible
t hrough the crowd)
You’' re beautiful, Mkoto!

Though Makoto cannot hear him she sees his |lips nove as she
dances, and she smles at him

FADE TO
MONTACE - THE COWMPETI TI ON PROGRESSES - OVER THE NEXT FOUR
MONTHS

--Prashasti signals Makoto, Yuki ko, and Natsum for a quick
talk in the cafeteria.

--Makoto trains alone in the gym sinul at or.

--On her way to the gym she explores other features of her
N-pad, including an Arcadi a network browser. Prashasti | ooks
on but decides not to butt in.

--Tulio defeats an opponent in a sinulated forest clearing
at the MIky Way Stadi um
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FRANCI S (V. Q)
Tulio "El Dorado Loco" Hernandez!

--Prashasti stands atop the balcony of the Tree of Heaven
Monunent, blissfully unaware of O ark scanning its canopy
fromthe ground bel ow.

--Ki eran, Juniper, and Harold watch the updated |ist of
conpetitors and their points in their office.

Kl ERAN
Any comments, June?

JUNI PER
Not really, no.

--Josuhua defeats an opponent in a sinulated tenple ruin at
the M| ky Way Stadi um

FRANCI S (V. Q)
Joshua "t he Denon of the Bl ood
Moon" Stradal

--Sergei stands beside a tall building alone, staring at the
scarred Earth above.

--A cryptic nmessage reaches an officer standing outside the
police station.

--G | Dong defeats an opponent atop a sinulated pl ateau at
the M1 ky Way Stadi um

FRANCI S (V. Q)
G | Dong "Hangeul Pride" Rhee!

--Leaving the gym Makoto sees an incom ng call on her cel
phone, but decides not to answer it while she browses
t hrough housing options |isted on her N pad.

--Yuki ko and Nat sum defeat an opponent at the nouth of a
simul ated cavern at the M| ky Way Stadi um

FRANCI S (V. Q)
"The I nseparabl e" Yuki ko and
Nat sum 1tou

--Xi angzhi sends off another conpetitor from Moonphase, and
then rests her chin in her palm Once al one, she turns her
gaze to the Tree of Heaven Monunent.

--Makoto, G| Dong, Tulio, Yukiko, and Natsum prepare to
train together in the arena sinulator.
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--Makot o defeats an opponent in front of a
gate at the M| ky Way Stadi um

FRANCI S (V. Q)
Makot o "Angel Bl ue" Yanasaki!

--G | Dong lies awake in his bed at night,

ceiling w

--Makoto |

creeping to her

th his fist raised.

i es awake in her bed that same ni

I NT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - BOOTH - DAY

53.

si mul at ed pal ace

staring at the

ght, her hand

heart as she breathes a sigh.

FADE TO

Ki eran, Harold, and Juniper sit together at the announce
table, greeting the cheering crowd.

Kl ERAN

Ladi es and gentl enen, the 50th
annual Children of the Earth
tourney is steadily reaching its
climax, right here, in Arcadial

(scol ding but jovial)
And for those of you with dirty
m nds, please, get your heads out
of the gutter.

A small wave of chuckling ripples over the crowd, urging
Juni per to smrk.

EXT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA - DAY

Onscreen at the arena stage center,

t he audi ence sees

hi ghlights from various segnents of the conpetition thus

far.

(cont’ d)

Anyway, as you're all aware, the
next phase of the conpetition is
very, very close: the tournanment
phase!

JUNI PER (V. Q)
And you know what that neans for
the wi nner. Right, folks?

The audi ence shouts out in accord with Jun

per.
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(cont’ d)
That's right; the winner gets this
shiny sword right here!

The hi ghlight footage gives way to the light of the Sword of
Ages, a crucifix trophy in a starlight skin.

(cont’ d)
Behol d! The Sword of Ages!

(cont’ d)
And, let’s not forget the title of
Ki ng of Bl ades.

It parts the highlight curtain behind it to reveal Joshua’s
dark visage.

(cont’ d)
The fighter to beat appears to be
none ot her than nine-tine defending
chanp Joshua "the Denon of the
Bl ood Moon" Strada, who has
remai ned undefeated for the |ongest
tinme.

ZOOM QUT TO

I NT. HOTEL SU TE - HUB CHAMBER - DAY

In the hub room of the hotel suite, Makoto, G| Dong, Tuli o,
Yuki ko, and Natsum sit and watch the glimrering hol ograph
projected fromthe silver ball on the floor

(cont’ d)
Victory seens to be a given for
this man, but let’'s not |lose faith
in all else who have cone this far

Kieran’s comentary fades into the background, and G| Dong
scoffs at the dark visage on screen.

G L DONG
(to hinsel f)
Heh. 1'd sure like to take him on,

soneti ne.
Tulio ekes his attention to himand sm | es.

TULI O
You don’t say.
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G L DONG
Sure. If |I can get past you
schnucks, | can topple Joshua no
pr obl em

TULI O
He’ s been undefeated for nine years
straight.

G L DONG

Nobody stays undefeated forever.

Makot o cl enches her fists atop her knees and gl ances
downwar d.

TULI O
By the way, nice of you to invite
us over, Makotoo.

Her head rights itself to neet Tulio...

MAKOTO
It’s the least | could do after al
this tine.
TULI O
And for that, we're all very
t hankf ul

...who junps to his feet and stretches his hands above his
head.

TULI O
To think of how cl ose we’ve al
gotten over the course of this
event .

G L DONG
d ose?

TULI O
I ndeed. It’'s alnbst as if we were
meant to be together. You, ne,
Makot o, and the tw ns.
Yuki ko and Natsum |eak a dual scow...

TULI O
Yuki ko and Nat sum .

...which gives way to a dual smle

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

TULI O
Oh, what fights they would be if we
all faced each other in the
t our nanent phase.

G L DONG
You know, cone to think of it, how
long has it been since this event
started?

MAKOTO
Long enough for some of us to grow
used to calling it hone.

G L DONG
That does expl ain why you haven’t
even touched your cell phone since
you told nme about your plans for
novi ng here.

56.

Makoto rises fromher mni-couch, and G| Dong rises to neet
her. They face each other as they encircle the mni-couches.

G L DONG
(unapol ogeti c)
Ch, I'msorry. Was that supposed to
be a secret between us or
somet hi ng?

MAKOTO
No, but it was sonething | was

unconf ortabl e having you tel
anyone el se.

G L DONG
So, what? You wanted to tell thenf

MAKOTO
As a matter of fact, yes.

G L DONG
Then why didn’t you say so before?

MAKOTO
| did say so before! At least five
times! The | east you could do is
pay attention!

G L DONG
When were you going to tell them
anyway? When you had the trophy in
your hands? When you’ d announce to
everyone watching that you' d proven

( MORE)
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G L DONG (cont’d)
yoursel f worthy of being called a
citizen of Arcadia?

They stop at their original spots and leer. Tulio raises his
hands and shuffles out of their conflicting |ines of sight.
Yuki ko and Natsum are distracted by their gane of

rock/ paper/sci ssors.

G L DONG

W' re headed back to our room
MAKOTO

Ckay.
G L DONG

(sarcastic)
Hopeful Iy, Sergei will tell us
sonet hing useful, for a change.

G| Dong about-faces to the door and strides off..

TULI O
Oh, conme on, G| Dong. Do you have
to be so pessimstic all the tine?

...quickly followed by Tulio. Together, they slink out the
suite door and let it ease shut behind them

Makoto finds her fist clenched at her chest. Finished with
their gane, Yuki ko and Natsum crane their necks around each
other to track Makoto..

NATSUM
Hey, Makoto, where are you goi ng?

MAKCOTO
To get sone rest.

...as she disappears inside her and the tw ns’ bedchanber
with a clunk of her door. The twins prepare to stand up but
then eke a mrrored twinge of their eyebrows.

INT. G L DONG S SU TE ROOM - DAY

G| Dong stands over Tulio as he twists a hinged nultitoo
to tighten a | oose bolt in his teleporter gate at his desk.
G| Dong gleans the teleporter gate.

G L DONG
That’' s the machine that sent ne to
Makot o’ s bat hroom whi |l e she was

( MORE)
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G L DONG (cont’d)
taking a bath, isn't it? At the
begi nni ng of the conpetiton?

Tulio stops and | ooks up to G| Dong.

TULI O
Consi der that evening a successful
test run.

G L DONG
Test run?

TULI O
Yeah. | tried to bring you back
from sai d- -

G L DONG
VWait. How did you get it in there
inthe first place?

TULI O
| snuck it in there while you and
Makot o passed each other in the
hal | way t hat eveni ng.
Unfortunately, it burned out on ny
end. I'msurprised it didn't set
off any fire alarns.

Tulio holds his nultitool between his thunb and forefinger
and rests the teleporter gate beside his desk.

TULI O
Soneday, | hope this thing can be
of better use.

G L DONG
Better use?

TULI O
Yeah. For the people of both Earth
and Arcadia. For now, I'mtrying to

make it nore portable, so | don’t
have to set up any gates. The only
problemis that no one’s willing to
test it.

G L DONG
Because they're afraid that you' d
end up disintegrating themor
sonet hi ng?
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TULI O
O worse.

G L DONG
Wor se? How?

G| Dong lets a cringe creep across his face, and then he
shakes hi s head.

G L DONG
(uneasy)
Uh, never mnd..

Tulio rises fromhis desk and sets down the nultitool.

G L DONG
So, why did you put so nmuch effort
intoit? | thought you d be in to
Children of the Earth as nmuch as
everybody el se in Arcadi a.

TULI O
Not really. | care about bettering
people’s |lives nore than conpeting.
Either way, it doesn’t nean | can’t
have a hobby. ..

(j oki ng)

...like testing ny hopes and dreans
on you and your girlfriend.

G| Dong clenches his fists at his sides, his eyes zipped
shut. Tulio crosses his arns at his chest as he stands by
t he door.

G L DONG
(seet hi ng)
Have | told you once? |’ve told you
amllion tines.

G| Dong snatches a pillow fromthe bed nearby and thrashes
Tulio's face with it.

G L DONG
(borderline ballistic)
She’s!' Not! My! Grlfriend!

Tulio laughs off his beating. G| Dong cracks a snmle as he
drops the pillow

G L DONG
But hey. Anyone who’'s out to nake
people’s lives better is okay in ny
book.
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They both

Tulio tilt

TULI O
In nore ways than you may know, ny
friend.

| ook about the room

G L DONG
(hal f stung)
Were is Sergei ?

TULI O
He’ s never around when you need to
tell himanything, is he?

G L DONG
True.

TULI O
|"ve known himto do that for as
long as | can renenber. He says
it’s his way of getting--

G L DONG

(i nterrupting)
Yeah, | know. Cetting others to act
on their own as he once did. Thanks
to you and the girls, I'mquite
famliar with that and the | ast
living World War 111 vet
crap--which, I'll admt, is quite

bel i evabl e, given his attitude.
s his head sideways.

TULI O
Then we m ght want to pay attention
next time he does stay for a
nmeani ngful chat.

G L DONG
God knows when that’'ll be.

60.

I NT. STARLI GHT RI SE HOTEL - GYMNASI UM - GYM SI MULATCOR -
DUSTY FARMSI DE - DAY

From at op
can after

At the far

br oad- bri mmed hat atop his head.
i vory-handl ed revol ver

a decrepit wooden, three-rail fence,
anot her is shot.

one rusty tin

end stands Cark with a white, black-scarfed,

In his hand is an
whi ch he blows off and hol sters at

his hip. A snap of his fingers dism sses the sinulator.
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FI ZZLE TO

| NT. STARLI GHT RI SE HOTEL - GYMNASI UM - QUTSI DE THE GYM

SI MULATOR - DAY

Qut side the sinulator, he sees Sergei

crossed.

CLARK
(exasper at ed)
You agai n?

SERCEI
| could say the sanme about

CLARK

What do you want this tinme?

Sergei gives an icy glare.

SERCE
The sanme thing |’ ve wanted
the end of World War 111
your evil out of ny life.

CLARK
(confused)
Evil? What evil?

SERGEI
Your being one of the | ast
kind, for one.

Clark clenches his fist at his side,

CLARK
You' re right. There shoul d
Anericans in the world.

SERGEI
No, there should be none.

CLARK
Ch, so you're here to kil
t hought you Arcadi ans were
t han that.

SERGE

standing with his arns

you.

si nce

vil e usa:

of your

and then relaxes it.

be nore

me? |
better

| mnot an Arcadian, nor will |

kill you.

Sergei turns away...
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SERCGE
And | swore | would never Kkill
anot her human bei ng agai n.

...and marches off.

(cont’ d)
But however many of your "people"
there are left, they have no right
to call thenselves human bei ngs.

Shocked, C ark clenches both fists. Sergei pauses at the
entrance and turns back to let Cark ook himin his burning
cold eyes..

SERGE
Especially after what they did to
the old world.

...as he closes the doors.

EXT. MOONPHASE - FRONT COUNTER - MORNI NG

Makot o and Xi angzhi stand opposite each other at Monphase’s
desk. Between them hovers the imge of a seenmi ngly bl eeding
katana. Its description reads...

"Sengo Muramasa, a master swordsmith who lived in Japan’s
Muronmachi period (14th to 16th centuries), created swords
that were said to create bloodlust in their w elders. Once
drawn, the | egends said, they had to draw bl ood before they
could be returned to their scabbards, even to the point of
forcing their wielders to injure or kill thensel ves."

Xl ANGZH
What do you think? Insane, right?

At first amazed by the prodigious stats of the sword, Mkoto
then narrows her eyes, gleans its blade, and flickers to
Xi angzhi .

MAKOTO
It’s cursed, isn't it?
Xl ANGZH
Wiy el se do you think it’s rated so
| oW y?
MAKOTO
Wll, it’s either that or the thin

red lines that nake it | ook
drenched in blood. That’'s always a
bad si gn.

( CONTI NUED)
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Xl ANGZH
Mostly in RPGs, but point taken.
What ever the case, be very careful

The bl ade vani shes into Makoto’s N-pad in a vortex of
pi xel s.

MAKOTO
| plan to.

WARP TO

I NT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA S| MULATOR - GHOST TOWN STREET
- DUSTY DAY

Makot o and Cl ark stand at opposite ends of the street.

ARENA COVPUTER (V. O.)
Fi ght!

Clark snatches his pistols fromthe holsters at his hips and
opens fire upon Makoto, who bl ocks the incom ng stream of
bullets with only her arnored gauntlets.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
(barely audi bl e over the
gunfire)
Whoa! Clark’s trying to end the
fight early, huh?

KIERAN (V. Q)
(barely audi bl e over the
gunfire)
That's pretty much how all of his
victories have ended up so far.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
(barely audi bl e over the
gunfire)
What ?

When the gunfire passes, Makoto's arnor is heavily
scratched, dented, and perforated, but she herself still
st ands.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
Doesn’t look Iike he did much this
tine...

JUNI PER (V. Q)
Look at that.
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HAROLD (V. Q)
Not much of a surprise, considering
how her arnor is specially designed
to deflect piercing weapons and
projectiles, such as bullets.

She | owers her hands. ..

MAKCOTO
(hurt but still confident)

My turn.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
Wait. What did she nean by--?

...lunges at O ark, grabs her sword, and dashes through him
as she draws it, |eaving himstanding.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
... What just happened?

HAROLD (V. Q)
G ve her a second.

Suddenly, C ark explodes in a geyser of bloody pixels.

ARENA COWPUTER (V. Q)
Fi ni sh!

Makot o wi nces as a spasm of bio-electric feedback | urches
fromher sword through her arm

WARP TO

EXT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ENTRANCE - DAY

The victorious Makoto paces down the hallway to the
entrance, where G| Dong, Tulio, Yukiko, and Natsum await.

G L DONG

(backhanded)
Ckay. 1’1l admt it. You did good.

The Itous raise their right eyebrows at G| Dong.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
Good? Good?

NATSUM

She just splapped that sissy like a
soggy sweat sock
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YUKI KO
(of f hand)
Nice alliteration.

NATSUM
(of f hand)
Thank you.

A spasm wracks Makoto’s arm and |urches to her head, Tulio
the only other to notice.

MAKCOTO
(suppressi ng pain)
Sure.

TULI O
(thinly concerned)
| s sonet hi ng wong?

Makot o shakes her head cl ear and brushes asi de the pain.

MAKOTO
Ch, it’s nothing.
TULI O
(trying to play al ong)

Very wel | .

An awkward silence hangs in the air as Makoto rolls her
shoul ders.

YUKI KO
These awkward sil ences seemto cone
up a lot lately.

NATSUM
Tell e about it.

Tulio smles and shrugs his shoulders while G I Dong sinply
rolls his eyes.

MAKOTO
By the way, do you know who your
next opponent is?

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
VWho?

TULI O
Take a wi |l d guess.

He flares his N-pad’ s hol odisplay to the tournament bracket,

whi ch shows Yuki ko and Natsum ’'s match sel ected next. Their
opponent : Joshua.
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YUKI KO AND NATSUM (V.Q)
OGoooooh. .

The twins turn their eyes to each other and grin.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
W sh us | uck!

Makot o nods accord but tw nges an uneasy frown to her side.
MAKOTO
(under her breath)
Sonething tells me you' Il need it.

WARP TO

I NT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA SI MULATOR - GREAT WALL
BATTLEMENTS - SNOW MORNI NG

A snowf|l ake falls on Natsum’s nose, urging Yuki ko to brush
it off.

NATSUM
Thanks, sister.
YUKI KO
(j oki ng)

| f you ever need anything, you know
where to find ne.

NATSUM

(playi ng al ong)
That goes doubl e for ne.

The conputer chirps its baleful signal...

ARENA COWPUTER (V. Q)
Fi ght!

...and with a dual grin, the twins |aunch thensel ves at
Joshua as he stands his ground.

KIERAN (V. Q)
And here we go! The Itous nake the
first nove!

They fight.
JUNI PER (V. Q)

Well, they' re certainly holding up
wel I, Kieran.
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KI ERAN (V. Q)
Well, you did say so yourself that
t hey were confident that they could
take him

JUNI PER (V. Q)
Oh, yeah. | forgot.

HAROLD (V. Q)
(bl unt)
You’ d probably forget your own head
if it wasn't attached to your body.

The twins continue their wild, reckless assault...

KIERAN (V. Q)
(excited)
On! And a devastating series of
hanmmer bl ows! Those | adi es j ust
aren’t giving Joshua an inch!

...culmnating with a mghty blowto the skull that sends
himsliding across the floor in a heap.

KIERAN (V. Q)
Qoh! And one right in the kisser

Yuki ko and Natsum cheer as Joshua's seemngly |ifel ess body
bow s over an oil beacon and vani shes into the fire.

YUKI KO
Mess with the best--!
NATSUM
(half interrupting, half
finishing)
Lose like the rest!
YUKI KO JUNI PER (V. Q)
(hal f joking, half Ha ha! That ought to send
irritated) hi m packi ng!
Hey! | wanted to say that
part!
NATSUM HARCLD (V. Q)
(hal f joking, half Don’t be so sure, Juniper.
irritated) It looks like the worst is
Well...you said the part | yet to cone.

wanted to say...so there!
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Their delighted bickering fades into alarned stares as the
still-burning Joshua hauls hinself to his feet, slunps by
the wall. ..

JUNI PER (V. Q)
What do you nean, Harol d? Look at
hi m sl ouchi ng there, burning,
suf focati ng, and..

...and starts...

JUNI PER (V. Q)
(confused and di sturbed)
Laughing...like a maniac...?

His laughter rises to a fever pitch as his head bends
backwar ds.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
You know...now that | think of
it...when was the |last tine he ever
took that nuch punishnment in a
singl e match?

He rights hinself, grips his nontante...

KI ERAN (V. Q)

(audi bly worri ed)
Longer than he's ever had reason to

hol d back, I'mafraid..

...and raises it at his side. Yuki ko and Natsum clench
their hamrer and shudder in their skin.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
Uh- oh. ..

JOSHUA
(sadistic)
Uh-oh, i ndeed!

Joshua brandi shes his nontante high, lunges forth, and | ays
into the twins, cackling as they crunble before his
bl ood- crazed onsl aught.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
Ch, ny god! Joshua’s gone berserKk!

JUNI PER (V. Q)
Wrse than that; he's lost it!
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EXT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA STANDS - EVEN NG

From t he stands, Makoto can only watch the simulator display
in horror as Joshua sunders the tw ns’ hammer, slashes out
their |egs, and gores their torso. He points to the camnera,
and then tears his nontante up the twins’ mddle, whirls it
around hi s head, and beheads them bot h.

SPLIT TO

| NT. MAKOTO S SU TE ROOM - NI GHT
Yuki ko and Natsum spring upright in their bed.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
(horrified)
S| STER!

Gaspi ng, they open their eyes, |ook up and down their shared
body, and |l ock themat their corners. After a teary pause,
they close their eyes, press their inner cheeks together,
and wap their arnms around their torso, sobbing.

FADE TO

EXT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ENTRANCE - EVEN NG

Makot o trudges away fromthe arena, rolling her neck and
shoul ders. She turns her wist and glinpses her N pad,
skimm ng first her inventory slots, and then the tournanent
bracket. There, she sees G| Dong and Joshua as potentia
opponents.

She returns her eyes forward to see G| Dong approachi ng.

G L DONG
Hey, Makot o.

MAKOTO
H, G| Dong. Are you ready for
your match? It starts in about 20
m nut es.

G| Dong snaps his armin front of hinmself to see Joshua as
hi s next opponent.

G L DONG
(confi dent)
| was born ready.

He lowers his armand blips the tournanment bracket display
away.
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Makot o r ai

70.

G L DONG
Wel |, except for two things. One:
why do you keep hol di ng back?

MAKOTO
What do you nean?

G L DONG
Lately, you keep flailing your arns
in matches |li ke you' re holding two
swords instead of one. You did it
in your match against Clark and in
t he one you won just now.

MAKOTO
Ch, yeah.

ses her hand and clenches it in a linp fist.

MAKOTO
| ve been taking dual -w el ding
| essons from Tulio. CGuess they
translated a bit too well.

G L DONG
Well, at |east you ve got the
t echni que down.

She | owers her hand and smles, though her eyes stay dim

MAKOTO
What can | say? I'’ma fast |earner.
G L DONG
(chuckl i ng)

Yes, you are.

G| Dong shifts his shoul ders.

G L DONG
And two: After the match--

MAKOTO
You nean if you wi n?

G L DONG
VWhen | win, Mkoto.

An invisible cringe streaks Makoto’ s brow.

G L DONG
After the match, would you m nd
if...
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G| Dong chokes up, drums his hands, shrinks his face..

G L DONG
(uneasy)
...1f 1...took you on a date?

MAKOTO
(trace surprised)
A date?

...and then forces back his conposure.

G L DONG
It’s not |like we’d be "going out™
goi ng out.

MAKOTO

Oh. So, it's nore |like gathering
intel, then.

G L DONG
W’ ve been...friendly rivals, for
| ack of better words. It’s only

nat ur al
Makot o nods.
MAKOTO
Then, uh...why don’t you cl ose your
eyes?
G L DONG
Wy ?
MAKOTO

Because | have sone information
that could be key to your victory.

G L DONG
What is it?
MAKOTO
(stern)
Cl ose your eyes and you'll find

out .
G| Dong closes his eyes.

G L DONG
Here. You happy?

Makoto sm |l es and kisses G| Dong on the cheek
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G L DONG
(awkwar d)
What . .. ?

G| Dong opens his eyes..

G L DONG
...did you...?

...to see Makoto beam ng at him
MAKOTO
(j ubil ant)
| just kissed you.

Makot o funbl es back her original conposure, her face flushed
with blurred streaks of red.

MAKOTO
(bashful)
For luck. | just, um..kissed you

for |uck.
G| Dong lets a twinge of red creep up on his face.

G L DONG
(unner ved)
Uh...thanks...l think...

The crowd druns its appl ause as Kieran, Juniper, and Harold
announce the next match.

MAKOTO
Looks like the match is about to
start. Get ready.

Makoto darts away fromthe entrance and rockets up to the
st ands, where Yuki ko, Natsum, Prashasti, and Tulio await
her. G| Dong, however, begins to sag.

WARP TO

I NT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA S| MULATOR - VOLCANO BANK -
SMOKY EVENI NG

He can barely nmaintain his conposure as he and Joshua stand
at opposite ends of a burning field of blackened rock and
sul furic snoke.

G L DONG

(to hinmsel f, distressed)
Makot o. .
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The conputer chirps its baleful signal...

ARENA COVPUTER (V. O.)
Fi ght!

...and wi thout hesitation, Joshua lunges at G| Dong, ready
to slam his nontante on his head.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
And here we go!

The two conbatants lock in nortal conbat.

KIERAN (V. Q)
G| Dong, the red and bl ack
gl adi ator, vs. Joshua, the charcoa
and m dnight...well, knight.

HAROLD (V. Q)
The first key advantages Joshua has
in this matchup are his
extraordinarily sturdy arnor and
massi ve range and attack strength
wth his nontante. G| Dong is
faster, nore agile, and nore
nobi | e, but none of his attacks can
do wel | against Joshua’s arnor.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
So, it’s like trying to fight a
train with a stick?

HARCLD (V. Q)
Not that |opsided. G| Dong does
still have the terrain on his side,
his attire being nore adaptable to
extrene environnents than Joshua’s.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
You nean Joshua’s cooking in his
arnmor right now?

KI ERAN (V. Q)
He will be if he doesn’t finish the

fight soon.
G| Dong tosses a clunmp of ash at the knight’s hel met and
fl ees up the sl ope.

HAROLD (V. Q)
Ah. It looks Iike G| Dong has sone
plan in mnd.

Joshua recovers and charges after him
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KIERAN (V. Q)
It had better be a good one, ’'cause
t here goes Joshua.

I NT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA SI MULATOR - VOLCANO RI'M -
SMCKY EVENI NG

G| Dong clinbs ever higher, goading Joshua by kicking | oose
rocks as he tries to pursue. A stray |lava bubble bursts from
the crater bel ow. ..

JUNI PER (V. Q)
Qohoo! | felt that bubble pop from
all the way here.

...and spl ashes beside G| Dong.

HARCLD (V. Q)
Are you sure that’s not the atomc
toxic curry you ate fifteen mnutes
ago?

Joshua reaches himand prepares to strike, but G| Dong
throws another fistful of ash at his helnmet. He then rushes
at himand tackles himto the slope, aimng at the volcano' s
edge. ..

KI ERAN (V. Q)
Oh, and a tackle from G| Dong!

...but falling short as Joshua heaves hi maway and slanms him
into a boul der.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
And oh! Counter by Joshual

G| Dong struggles to his feet as Joshua | eaps to his..

G L DONG
What's the natter, "Denbn of the
Bl ood Mbon?" Afraid to face ne |ike
a man?

...and swats his hwan do away with the tip of his nontante.
The sword sails into the volcanic crater below and nelts
into pixels.

G L DONG
(ruffled)
[ 11

Ckay. |’ admt you’'re good.

G| Dong retaliates with a sweeping kick and a junp to his
feet...
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G L DONG
(trying to maintain bravado)
But you're still nothing conpared

to ne...

...and then launches a proud, patriotic haymaker at the
knight’s helnet. ..

G L DONG
Because | am Hangeul! And no one
can take that pride from ne!

...which instead | ands square in Joshua’ s palm Joshua
crushes G| Dong’s fist in his hand, sinking himto his
knees as he screans in pain and tries to wench it free.

JOSHUA
(nocki ng)
Haven't you heard?

Joshua whips G| Dong like a ragdoll...

JOSHUA
Patriotismis dead!

...and plasters himflat at his feet, stonping on his throat
as he falls. Triunphant, he ainms his nontante at the downed
G| Dong' s heart..

KI ERAN (V. Q)
Ch, no. Don’t do what |
you’' re about to do!

t hi nk

...but instead gores his right hip joint, yielding a
strangul ated how of agony and defeat. Fromthere, Joshua
rips off his leg and uses it to hit himover the edge. He
eases his grip on the severed leg as G| Dong sinks into the
| ava bel ow and burns to pixels.

ARENA COWVPUTER (V. Q)
Fi ni sh!

WARP TO

EXT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ENTRANCE - EVEN NG

Makot o catches up to G| Dong just before he can | eave the
ar ena.

MAKOTO
G | Dong!

He stops...
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MAKOTO
What happened out there?

G L DONG
Go away.

...lets Makoto reach for him..

MAKCOTO
G| Dong..

...then tears his armaway from her hands...

G L DONG
| said go away!

...and stornms off. Makoto stays riveted to her spot as
Prashasti, Yuki ko, and Natsum approach her from behind.

PRASHASTI
Just |et himgo, Mkoto.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM

Yeah.
She spins to her comrades with a dull lull in her eyes.
MAKOTO
| wish I could, and I know I
shoul d.
NATSUM

But what do you see in that
arrogant jerk?

YUKI KO
Besi des being a great sparring
partner?
Yuki ko and Natsum | ook at each ot her.

YUKI KO
What? |'mright, aren’t 17?

NATSUM
Yeah, but that’'s about it.

A flustered Makot o paces away, her fists clenched at her
si des. Yuki ko and Natsum reach after her in vain.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
Where are you goi ng?
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MAKOTO
(under her breath)
To get something to eat.

INT. G L DONG S SUI TE ROOM - EVEN NG

77.

G| Dong flops onto his bed, his arns spread out as if to be
cruci fied. Tulio, nmeanwhile, searches around his desk for

his mssing tel eporter.

TULI O
(pani cked)
VWhere is it?

G L DONG
(uni nt erest ed)
Wher e’ s what ?

TULI O
My teleporter! It’s gone!

A deep, uneasy exhal e escapes G| Dong.
G L DONG

(muttering)
This is all her fault.

Tulio stops searching and turns to G| Dong..

TULI O
Excuse ne?

...as he sits up..
G L DONG

This is all Makoto's fault. She
made ne | ose.

TULI O
That’ s stupid.

G L DONG
How?

TULI O

You turned her blessing into a
curse; she kissed you for |uck, and
you let it get to your head.

...harrows his eyes..
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G L DONG
What do you expect nme to do?

TULI O
What you’'re going to do is put
asi de your el ephantine ego, nmarch
down to the cafeteria, and
apol ogi ze. Ri ght now.

...and then junps to his feet.

G L DONG
Why? Why shoul d | apol ogi ze for
sonething that’s her fault?

TULI O
W’ ve already established that it’s
your fault, not hers.

Tulio narrow his eyes to a stern but fair stare.

TULI O
So, just do it.

G

| Dong glares at Tulio, bares his teeth, and clenches his
fists at h

a i s sides.

I NT. STARLI GHT RI SE HOTEL - CAFETERI A - EVEN NG

Alone at a table in the bustling cafeteria, Makoto tries to
drown her sorrow and confusion in her neal.

She pauses on a bite and rattles her head. Looking down to
wat ch her chopsticks clanp on another bite, she lifts them
hal fway to her nouth and swal | ows.

Suddenly, she feels a spell of as-yet unknown fatigue grip
her and funbl es her chopsti cks.

Her vision blurs, her head spins, and her tongue goes nunb.
She glinpses her hand and tries to clench and relax it, but
it coldly resists.

She hauls herself to her feet and trudges to the el evators,
funbl i ng past one table after another as the crowd | ooks on,
all the while | osing nore of her breath.

Al too late, she falls in front of the elevators. The | ast
thing she thinks she sees is G| Dong | eading a nedic squad
to her rescue.

FADE OUT
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FADE TO

| NT. HOSPI TAL - EMERGENCY ROOM - N GHT

Sensors blip the gentle rhythm of Makoto's fading heart as
G| Dong sits by her comatose form s bedside. A nurse stands
nearby. G| Dong scans Makoto, and then glances to the

nur se.

G L DONG
| s she going to be okay?

The nurse shuffles her clipboard in her arm and di snounts
her pen from behi nd her ear.

NURSE
You' re lucky you canme in when you
di d.

G L DONG

What happened to her?

NURSE
Initially, we thought it was puffer
fish poi soning, but sonething about
the synptons seens a bit off.

G| Dong | ooks back at the comatose Mkot 0.
G L DONG
So, she’d normally be dead by now,
right?

The nurse nurnurs and nods assent.

G L DONG
Vell, just in case she wakes up,
would you mind if I...?

G| Dong pauses, and then turns to the smling nurse..

NURSE
| don’t see why not.

...who paces to the door and twirls her pen in her fingers.
NURSE
(under her breath)

Love has been known to nmake
m racl es happen, after all
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G L DONG
What did you say?

NURSE
(brushing off the question)
Oh, nothing. Don’t mnd ne.

She exits, leaving G| Dong and Makoto alone. G| Dong
returns his gaze to Makoto, scoots his chair closer to her
bedsi de. .

G L DONG
(barely audi bl e)
God, if you're up there, | don't
know if you'll listen to the prayer
of someone |ike ne...but
pl ease...save her

...and drifts off to sleep.

G L DONG
(barely audi bl e)
Save. .. Makot o.

FADE TO

I NT. HOSPI TAL - EMERGENCY ROOM - MORNI NG

At | ast, Makoto opens her eyes. She raises her hand to clear
them and focus on a sleeping G| Dong beside her, at whom
she can’t help but crack a smle. This, however, quickly
norphs into an enraged scowW as she sees his head on her
chest.

The sensors flatline as Makoto breaks free and thrashes G|
Dong awake and to the fl oor.

G| Dong, mmssaging his head in pain, sees Makoto sitting up
in her hospital bed, her pillow clanped across her chest and
her eyes narrowed to shaned tears.

G L DONG
(agoni zed and frustrated)

Makot o, instead of apol ogi zi ng, heaves her pillow at Gl
Dong’s face. G| Dong swats the pillow out of the air with
his free hand.

G L DONG

(sarcastic)
Oh, sure. That’s the thanks | get?
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MAKCOTO
For bringing nme to this place and
using me as a pillow?

G L DONG
Hey, | saved your life! Again!

Makoto junps to her feet, snatches the pillow fromthe
floor, and brandishes it...

G L DONG
(nore concerned than
i nsul ting)
Don't you get it, Split Foot? If it
wasn’t for me, you' d be dead!
...but then lowers it...

MAKOTO
(cal m ng down)
|...guess you have a point there..
...and plops it at her feet.
MAKOTO
|"msorry, G| Dong. It's not |ike
me to | ose ny head.

G L DONG
Damm right; that’s ny job

G| Dong funbles over his tongue and shakes his head.

G L DONG
Oh, wait. That cane out w ong.

Makoto ekes a faint smle..

WPE TO

| NT. STARLI GHT RI SE HOTEL - RED SUN W NG - DAY

...that gives way to a bashful cringe as Yuki ko and Natsum
sandwi ch her head between theirs in a bear hug.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
Makot o!

MAKOTO
(enmbarrassed but in good will)
Let ne go. Seriously.

The twins rel ease Makoto and step back..
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YUKI KO AND NATSUM
But we’re so happy to see you okay!

MAKOTO
Yeah, |’msure you are.

...and giggle in unison.

YUKI KO
Oh, and did we nention?

NATSUM
That we have a nmessage from G |
Dong?

MAKCOTO
A nmessage”?

Yuki ko and Natsum touch their hands just above their
shirt’s neckline and blip their N-pad to show Makoto an

i ntercepted nessage. Makoto hesitates, but the twins prod
her with a dual beam

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
W' Il be out shopping if you need

us.
MAKOTO
Make sure to keep track of all the
favors you’' |l owe.
Unseen by themall, Prashasti’s left shoe sits alone at a

hal | way cor ner

WPE TO

EXT. M DDAY SUN CI NEMA - ENTRANCE - DAY

A sentry floats by as Makoto | eans beside the door. She
checks her N-pad and creaks a frown at the tine. Returning
her eyes to the crowd, she spots the approaching G| Dong.

G L DONG
H , Makoto.

MAKOTO
H, G| Dong. And before you ask
yes, |’ve been waiting for you for

t he past 8 m nutes.
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G L DONG
That still makes us at |east three
m nutes early.

Checki ng her N-pad s clock, Makoto confirnms G| Dong s
rebuttal with a faint nod.

MAKOTO
...You re right.

She mnimzes its hol ographic display and stows her hand at
her si de.

MAKCOTO
So, what brings the two of us here?
You did | ose, after all.

G L DONG
(hal f bashful, half reluctant)
VWll, instead of a chance to gather

intel, consider it
an...apology...for nmy being such a
jerk to you, especially since

you' re in the finals now.

The couple turns to the entrance of the buil ding behind
them marveling at the cinematic atnosphere.

MAKOTO
It’s amazing to see one of these in
this day and age.

G L DONG

| know, right? Nobody |I know at
home knows of any novie theaters
anynor e.

MAKOTO
(anmused)
Cl assics never die, do they?

G L DONG
| guess not.

They then stare back at each other.
MAKOTO
Now, before we get this under way,

| think we need to clear things up
bet ween us.

( CONTI NUED)
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G L DONG

For once, we agree.
MAKOTO

Right. 1"Il go first.

Makoto stirs...
MAKOTO
(nervous)
You see...let’s start with. ..

... bounces her folded hands downward. .

MAKOTO
(stamreri ng)
|’ ve...been neaning to tell you
this for a while, now ..but I...

...unfolds her hands and waves t hem about. ..

MAKOTO
...hever got around to it,
because...well, uh...it’s sinply a
matter of--
G L DONG
(bl unt)
| love you.

...but then freezes and snaps back to the deadpan G| Dong.

G L DONG
It’s time | finally cone clean. |
| ove you.

G| Dong smles at Makoto, whose cheeks turn bright red..
MAKOTO

(enbarrassed)
Gaaah!

...as she grinds her fingertips into his scalp. The two of
themtousle in mutual protest.

MAKOTO
You took the words right out of ny
nout h!

G L DONG

Hey! You were just letting them
hang t here!
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Makot o breaks away and cl enches her fists at her sides. Gl
Dong brushes his hair down with his hands.

MAKOTO
| didn't want it to be too big a
shock.

G L DONG
| could ve taken it.

MAKOTO
Then tell nme to just tell you next
time!

They share a wince, but then slack thensel ves and join
hands.

MAKOTO
| nmust’ve | ooked really childish
back there.

G L DONG
That makes two of us.

They smle..

G L DONG
So, uh, what novie do you want to
see?

MAKOTO
"Il save that for when we get our
tickets.

G L DONG

Let’s go, then.

...and wal k together to the nearby ticket booth.

EXT. M DDAY SUN CI NEMA - EATERY - DAY
Makot o cl aps her hands together, chopsticks ready...

MAKOTO
| t adaki nasu!

G L DONG
Uh, why did you just say that?

... but stays her chopsticks short of her bowl of noodles.
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MAKOTO
(inquisitive)
Huh?

Makoto and G| Dong sit opposite each other at a snal
table. Each has an overstuffed tray of assorted food waiting
to be devoured.

G| Dong taps his finger beside one of his plates.

G L DONG
Oh, um Well, it’s not like the
food can hear you or anything, so
why do you say that before eating?

Makot o sets her chopsticks asi de.

MAKOTO
| guess it’s just a part of ny
culture that | never outgrew
Sonet hi ng about thanki ng t he pl anet
and its inhabitants for the effort
they put into the food.

G| Dong rolls his eyes and shakes his head..

MAKOTO
| know it sounds stupid.

G L DONG
No, it’s not that. It’s sonething
Joshua said before he defeated ne.

...which he then rests in his hand as he glinpses the
ceiling of the expansive eatery.

G L DONG
"Haven't you heard? Patriotisms
dead. "

Makot o seats her head i n her hand.

MAKOTO
|’ d have thought that nore people
in Korea would be as overtly proud
of their heritage as you are.

G| Dong returns his gaze to her
G L DONG
Sadly, you’ d be wong to think

that. Lots of people in Korea cal
me "stuck in the past."
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MAKCOTO
You sure act that way when you're
in the arena.

G L DONG
Sonmeone has to.

He si ghs.

G L DONG
It’s alnmost as if ny peopl e have
forgotten about their history.
Their national pride.

MAKOTO
What about their past aninosity
toward Japan?

Makoto points to G| Dong’s food, which they both note is
| ar gel y Japanese.

G L DONG
(feigning matter-of -factness)
What? | don’t hate all things
Japanese. That woul d just be, you
know. . . asi ni ne.

MAKOTO
(anused)
So, you do have a brain in that
t hi ck skull of yours.

G| Dong can’'t help but leak a smle at Makoto.

| NT. M DDAY SUN Cl NEMA - THEATER - DAY

The novie on screen shows a match illum nate a ranmshackl e
bunker, wherein two SOLDI ERS sitting opposite each other at
a map-carpeted desk. One leans in his chair, snoking a
cigarette. The other rustles his hands over each other. A
tattered Anerican flag hangs on the wall behind them

SOLDI ER 1
Look. | don’t nake orders, private.
| followthemand relay themto
you. If you want to stay in this
unit, you d better follow themtoo.

SOLDI ER 2
That doesn’t change the fact that
what we’'re doing is wong. And the
peopl e of the planet hate us for
it.
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The first officer leaps to his feet and slans his hands on
t he desk.

SOLDI ER 1
| don’t give a damm about the
people of the planet. You and | are
US. Marines. W follow orders, and
that's all there is to it. Kapeesh?

Makot o bursts out |aughing...
MAKOTO
(1 aughi ng)
What an asshole! He's going to get
killed for sure, eh, G| Dong?

...and then sees G| Dong smrking at her

MAKOTO
(slightly surprised)
G| Dong?
G L DONG

(sni dely joking)
Ch. So you are human, after all.

She can’t help but crack a smle at G| Dong as they both
resunme watchi ng the novie.

MAKOTO
By the way, where’s Tulio?

G | Dong shrugs.

EXT. ARCADI A POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - DAY

Tulio stands outside the police building while two police
of ficers stand at attention.

OFFI CER 1
Sorry, sir, but those are the
rul es.
TULI O
Hey, check ny clearance if you have
to. I"'mw th you guys.
OFFI CER 2

W can’t let you into the office
wi t hout a badge code. W don’t nake
that rule.
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TULI O
| know you don’t, but sonething
very inportant to ne was stol en

Tulio blips his Npad to invoke a | ong, hol ographic book
page peppered w th obscure di agrans.

TULI O
And according to this section of
your manual, people like ne are
cl eared under speci al
ci rcunst ances.

OFFI CER 1
| don’t think your being in
Children of the Earth qualifies as
a "special circunstance".

A dart sails through the air and enbeds itself in the

building wall, forcing Tulio to dism ss the page.
OFFI CER 1
Hey. Where’'d that cone fronf
TULI O
(bl unt)

Sonebody’ s bl owgun, obvi ously.

He leans in close to the dart, spots a tiny slip of yellow
paper. ..

TULI O
Ooh, what’'s this?

...plucks it free of the dart, unfolds it, and scans it.

TULI O

(pretending to read al oud)
"Hel p. 1’ ve been ki dnapped by a nan
in a mask, and he’'s threatening to
bring Arcadia crashing into the
Earth. He says he wants
repatriation for the destruction of
the United States of America at the

end of World War 111. P.S. Tulio,
if youre reading this, in exchange
for this information, | want a ride

t hrough your teleporter thingy."

The officer cocks his eyebrow at Tulio..
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OFFI CER 1
Real | y?

TULI O
No; it’s just a picture of a
mushroom sticking its tongue out.

...who flips the fell note to both officers. They all ogle
at the crude sketch.

OFFI CER 1
...l don't get it. Is it sone kind
of reference?

OFFI CER 2
If it was, it’'d be the npbst obscure
reference |’ ve ever heard of.

Tulio cocks an eye at the sketch and stirs his head.

OFFI CER 2
You know what it is, don’'t you?

H s eyes flicker wider as he sees a doodle of an island
chain buried in the mushroom cl oud.

TULI O
| can’t say for sure, but I mght
have an i dea.

The shadow of a floating sentry | oons behind him

TULI O
(trace worried)
There’ s sonething behind ne, isn’t
t here?

| NT. M DDAY SUN Cl NEMA - THEATER - DAY

The novie on screen shows a teamof mlitary engi neers
scranbling to shut down their conputer systens. Monitors
strewn about the room show a web of m ssiles centered on the
continental United States. One OBSERVER barges through a

si de door.

OBSERVER 17
(frantic)
| just hit the kill switch. Did it
wor k?

An engi neer points to the closest nonitor. The observer can
only watch in despair as the web bl oons into oblivion.
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OBSERVER 17
(horrified and def eat ed)
No, no, NO!Itrrrrrnl

The audi ence freezes as its nenbers watch what was once the
continental United States of Anerica erupt in nuclear fire
and shroud the Earth in volcanic fallout. Makoto and G |
Dong |i kewi se cringe and shudder together, |ending each
other an arm

The screen turns bl ack, marked only by the words. ..

"7000 years ago, God ended us with water. Yesterday, we
ended ourselves with fire." --Cpt. Sergei Lenovsky

FADE TO

EXT. TREE OF HEAVEN MONUMENT - CANCPY - DAY
They stand together at the railing.

MAKOTO
| heard that Wrld VWar Il was a
di saster, but | had no idea it
coul d’ ve been that bad.

G L DONG
(trying to shrug it off)
Makoto, it’s just a novie.

MAKOTO
| know, but the thought of a war
that nearly wped out all life on
Earth... It’s...it’s hideous.

G| Dong rests his hand atop Makoto’ s shoul der..

G L DONG
No wonder people nake such a big
deal of Children of the Earth, huh?

MAKOTO
| suppose so.

...but then snatches it away.
MAKOTO
Here, we can fight to the death
w t hout fear of dying. W channe
ot herwi se evil tendencies to good
use. To entertain the nasses.

Makoto returns her gaze to G| Dong..
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MAKOTO
Al because of the m stakes our
ancestors made, like their

ancestors before them

...while he droops in nelancholy.

G L DONG
Sergei was right. As long as there
are humans, there will be conflict.
MAKOTO

Yeah.
Makoto steels her eyes and forces out a determned smle.

MAKOTO
But there will also be resol ution.

G| Dong | eaks a dull snicker

G L DONG
That’s kind of unrealistic, isn't
it?

MAKOTO

| deal i sm and cynicismare two ways
of looking at the same reality, Gl
Dong. | consider nyself somewhere
in the mddle.

G L DONG
But here we are now, naking those
same stupid mstakes. If there' s a
god up there and he gave us a
second chance before the war, then
boy did we blowit. Literally.

Makot o pauses to scan the sky.

MAKOTO
You know, before | left the
hospital, the nurse told ne you
prayed as you stayed by ny bedsi de.

G L DONG
Hm?

MAKOTO
You said, "God, if you're up there,
| don’t know if you Il listen to

the prayer of soneone |ike ne, but
pl ease, save her. Save Makoto."
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G L DONG
|’ mnot sure why | prayed that, to
be honest.

MAKOTO
Wasn’t a large portion of the
Kor ean popul ation Christian once?

G L DONG
Even if it was, nowadays, it’s
about as relevant to us as Shinto
and Buddhi sm supposedly were to
you.

MAKOTO
So, sonewhere between not really
and sort of kind of?

He nods.

MAKOTO
Still, you ve got to adnmit. There’s
power in prayer

G L DONG
Not all of it good. Sone of the
wor st t hi ngs humans have ever done
were in the nane of a hi gher power.
It makes me wonder if there really
is a god up there when there’'s evil
in the world.

A sentry floats up to face Makoto and G| Dong, its "face"
beami ng to greet them

MAKOTO
Vll, by that logic, if there isn't
a god, why isn't there nothing but
evil?

But then, G| Dong twinges in alarmjust before the sentry

blips red and fires a knockout cable into his face. A
shocked Makoto snaps to the crunpling G| Dong..

MAKOTO
G | Dong!

...but then, another knockout cable strikes the back of her
neck.

BLACK OUT
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EXT. TREE OF HEAVEN MONUMENT - CANOPY - LATER THAT SAME DAY

Makoto forces herself awake to see her arms and | egs bound
in thick, antiquated rope.

MAKOTO
(to hersel f)
Again with the passing out...

Darting her eyes all about her, she sees the stil
unconscious G| Dong |ying beside her in simlar bondage.
Her eyes turn skyward to see dozens of hijacked sentries
hovering around the Tree of Heaven Monunent’s canopy.

Looki ng further about, she sees other bound hostages, only
sone of whom stirring back to consci ousness, all bound to
the tree. Then, she sees Clark wearing Tulio s stolen
teleporter fitted to his vest and hol ding an obl ong
detonator in his hand.

MAKOTO
d ark?

Clark turns to Makoto. ..

CLARK
Oh. Good to see you' re awake.

...who tightens her fists behind her back.

CLARK
|’msorry | got you and your
friends mxed up in all this,
but. ..

MAKOTO
(stern)
Don't be. If you want nme to ask
what’ s going on, you'll be
di sappoi nt ed.

Heavy booted footsteps cone from bel ow. ..

CLARK
(trace regretful)
Then it’s a good thing for the both
of us that | don’t, nor do | expect
you to under st and.

...and a platoon of police officers encircles the Tree of

Heaven’s base. One officer holds up a negaphone and shouts
to the canopy.
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OFFI CER 3
Drop your weapons and surrender
now, or we will use lethal forcel
CLARK

St and back, all of youl

OFFI CER 3
G ve us one good reason why!

Cl ark hangs his hand over the railing, revealing the
det onat or .

CLARK
Because if | let go of this device,
all of Arcadia will fall fromthe

sky!

A tense pause, a hushed wave of whispers am dst the
officers, and Clark notions to rel ease the detonator in bold
defi ance. Another officer raises another negaphone.

OFFI CER 5
What do you want ?

CLARK
What ?

OFFI CER 5

What do you want us to give you for
you to back away fromthe hostages,
shut down your detonator, and
surrender ?

CLARK
My honel and: the gi ant nucl ear
crater fornmerly known as the United
States of America. And for all of
you to treat people like ne as
equal s.

The first nmegaphone blares its response.

OFFI CER 3
We don’t negotiate with terrorists!

CLARK
Say the peopl e who bonbed Anerica
200 years ago!

Makoto sits upright...
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MAKOTO
You' re wrong.

...and C ark backs away fromthe railing...
CLARK
Do you know what really happened at
the end of World War 111? Do you?

...and turns to Mukot 0.

CLARK
Wll, let’s just say it’s the rea
reason ny honel and doesn’t exi st

anynore.
He brandi shes the detonator first at one hostage..

CLARK
You. . .

...then another. ..

CLARK
...and you. .

...and then across the entire bound audi ence at his feet.

CLARK
...and all of you. You dropped
every single nuke ever nade on
Aneri ca.

MAKOTO
That was the work of a network of
crazed extrem st hackers, and you
know it.

CLARK
(enmphati c)
Every. Single. Nuke.
MAKOTO
(enphati c)
Crazed. Extrem st. Hackers.

Cl ark staggers, hesitates..

CLARK
.\l l, uh..

...and then tries to right hinself and puff out his chest.
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CLARK
Think that’s the nmessed up part?
Most of the people who di ed never
even wanted to go to war.

MAKOTO
And yet, they all supported your
country’s bid to conquer the world.

Makoto’s stern but calmretort staggers Cark further.

CLARK
And. . . uh...what about the...?
MAKOTO
O her countries obliterated?
Billions of people killed? Planet

t hat our ancestors al nost blew to
bits? W all know the whole story,
d ark.

G| Dong rouses hinmself to see first the dauntless Mkoto...
G L DONG
(under hi s breath)
Makot o. .

...and then the crunbling d ark.

CLARK
And? The point is?
MAKOTO
The point is that you ve got it all

wWr ong.

Makoto stirs her hands behind her, feeling her bonds to be
chil di shly | oose.

MAKOTO
Look, Cark. When | first cane to
Arcadia, | felt that nmy honel and
could sink beneath the ocean for
all | cared. |'ve learned a | ot
si nce then.

CLARK
Li ke?

Her hands catch G| Dong s eye, bidding himto nod.
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MAKOTO

Li ke coming to appreciate nmy hone
for what it is. Sure, Arcadia’ s a
great place for its natives to live
in, but as you clearly denonstrate,
humanity itself is still flawed. |
woul dn’t be surprised if half the
city lost their ancestors to yours
as wel | .

A deep breath |ater, she eases her eyes and tone.

MAKOTO
But these people are not those
people; they’'re them no nore and
no | ess.

EXT. ARCADI A POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - DAY

Tulio stands over a fallen rogue sentry, its knockout cables
spent. The other officers stand ready for any surprises.

MAKOTO (V. Q)
And after everything our ancestors
did to each other, we’'ve realized
that even you Americans deserve
life.

The sentry’s hood pops open, revealing a powerful, conplex
nucl ear armanent with a dial prinmed for detonation.

CLARK (V.0Q)
What are you sayi ng?

Tulio and the officers junp back in shock.

MAKOTO (V. Q)
|"msaying that...well...

One officer calls into his N-pad for a bonb squad. Tulio
signals himto belay the call..

MAKOTO (V. Q)
You, ne, all of us.

...Scoops up a nearby sl edgehanmer, and prepares to
pul veri ze the sentry.

MAKOTO (V. Q)
W' re all children of the Earth.
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EXT. TREE OF HEAVEN MONUMENT - CANOCPY - DAY
Makoto | eaks a thin sml e.

MAKOTO
(coming to a realization)
No matter where we' re born or where
we |ive.

Cl ark gl ances between her, the other hostages, and the
railing. He releases his thunb fromthe detonator, but
not hi ng happens.

CLARK
(shocked)
Huh?

Several nore failed detonations later, G| Dong junps free
of his bonds and tackles d ark.

MAKOTO
And another thing: you re really
bad at bl uffing.

Makoto slips out of her bonds.

MAKOTO
And tying knots.
CLARK
(smar ny)
Duly noted.
G L DONG

Al so, the destruction of Anerica
was 170 years ago, not 200.

CLARK
(irritated)
kay. Ckay.

EXT. ARCADI A POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - DAY
Tulio crouches over the now sl edgehammered sentry, its
"nucl ear armanent" denoli shed. Several officers and

onl ookers gawk while Tulio dusts off his hands.

OFFI CER 4
How di d you know that woul d work?
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TULI O
(deadpan but snoot h)
| didn't.

This officer’s jaw drops. Only then does Tulio spot Cark’s
vest, folded and undamaged behind the sentry’s opened
facepl at e.

I NT. HOTEL SU TE - HUB CHAMBER - NI GHT

Makoto, G| Dong, Tulio, Yukiko, Natsum ,h Prashasti, and
Sergei are in Makoto’s hub suite. Tulio, Makoto, and G|
Dong’ s laughter joins that of Prashasti and the tw ns.

TULI O
(suppressing his laughter)
VWit. Wait. It gets better.

The | aught er pauses. ..

TULI O
When t he bonb squad arrived and
took a | ook at the device |I had
smashed, they found out that it was
just a pizza oven with a | awnnower
engi ne!

...and then resunes before everyone calns down to catch
t heir breaths

TULI O
Anyway, that’s how | got ny
t el eporter back.

As everyone straightens thenselves, G| Dong is the first to
speak.

G L DONG
So, what’s O ark | ooking at?

TULI O
He’ s bei ng charged for kidnapping,
sabotage, and falsified terrorist
attack. Also, stealing ny
tel eporter.

G L DONG
So, disturbing the peace, then?

TULI O
Yeah. He said that all he wanted
was for discrimnation against
peopl e of Anerican descent to stop.
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He sm | es.

MAKOTO
What’ s his puni shnent |ike?

Suddenly, Tulio’s N-pad blips a nessage..

TULI O
Hm??

...and his eyes jolt wide at the news of Sergei’s
hospi talization.

G L DONG
(benpani ng)
Not agai n.

FADE TO

| NT. HOSPI TAL - EMERGENCY ROOM LOBBY - DAY

Makot o and the others sit on benches outside the double
doors leading to the energency room At |ast, the operation
light dinms down, and the NURSE appears through the doors.

MAKOTO
What happened?

NURSE
Supposedly, he col | apsed while
| eaving the MIky Way Stadium He
nmust’ ve heard about what happened
at the Tree of Heaven Mnunent.

She takes a breath.
NURSE
(blunt)
...l think he’s about to die.
Yuki ko and Natsum w den their eyes..

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
(through a faint gasp)
D e?
...and leap up fromtheir seat.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
No! He can't die!
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NURSE
Can and is, apparently. 196 years
is avery, very long tinme for a
human to live. Frankly, |I'’m amzed
he survived World War I11.

Makot o st ands up.

MAKCOTO
May | go in?

The nurse hesitates as G| Dong stands up as well.

G L DONG
|’mcomng with you

Makot o roves her eyes between G| Dong and the nurse.
Suddenly, Prashasti appears in a whirring flash, wearing the
tel eporter gate vest.

PRASHASTI
VWhat'd | m ss?

Tulio sneaks a thunb up to hinself.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - EMERGENCY ROOM - DAY

Sergei lies alone on the hospital bed. He sees Makoto and
G| Dong enter

SERGEI
(weak)
Makot 0? G| Dong?

G L DONG
It's been a while since w've had a
nmeani ngful tal k, huh?

SERCGE
Tal k i s neani ngl ess.

G L DONG
You want meani ngl ess tal k? Then
| ook over there.

G| Dong points to the hol oscreen
G L DONG
You al ways did want to see Joshua

| ose the title, didn't you? Now,
here’ s your chance.
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Ser gei

103.

SERGE
Chance. That’'s a pretty word.

returns his eyes to Makoto and G| Dong.

He pauses,

On screen,

Ser gei

ti

SERCE
Is it chance that today is the day
that | finally get to see ny
brothers in arnms agai n? Chance t hat
| saw that stunt you two pulled at
the Tree of Heaven?

and then fixes his gaze on Makot o.
SERCE

It certainly isn’'t chance that
you' re up agai nst Joshua, is it?

MAKOTO
| guess not. And | can’t prom se
that you' Il see himlose, but I can

prom se this.

Juni per coughs on a bite of oversized roll cake.

MAKOTO
Il will fight him And | will free
hi m

SERGE

Free hi n? From what ?
ts his head.

MAKOTO
Thi nk about it. Al thi
lived to fight ny fathe
then, is he still in Ch
the Earth?

. Wy

s tine, he
r ,
il dren of

G L DONG
Uh...the sane reason Serge
basically hasn't wanted to live

anynore?
SERGE

After everything | saw and did
during World War 111, | don’t
deserve to live anynore; | have no
ot her pur...

(comng to a realization)
...pose...?

Makoto sm | es.
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MAKOTO
That’ s right. Joshua nust think he
has no purpose in life other than
to be the King of Bl ades. One way
or another, 1’1l make him see
ot herwi se. For his sake.

G| Dong places his hand on her shoul der

G L DONG
You d better win. For all our
sakes.

Sergei manages to eke a smle of his own.

MAKOTO
| will. But first, we need to talk
strat egy.

FADE TO

EXT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ENTRANCE - DAY

As Makoto reaches the stadium she sees her parents waiting
for her, her father’s hoverchair purring as it floats on the
air.

YOSHI H RO
Hel | o.

She gasps.
MAKOTO
(shocked)
Mon? Dad? What are you doi ng here?
Eri tilts her head sideways.

ER
What ? W can’t cone see our
daughter wi n the chanpi onship?

Makot o cl oses her eyes and bows her head...

MAKOTO
... After everything that’s
happened, I’'mnot sure | can win
anynor e.

YOSH H RO

Neither was | when | could stil
conpete, but | fought all the sane.
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...but then straightens to face her parents.

MAKOTO
| know. You told nme every tine you
cane hone with a trophy in hand.

YOSHI HI RO
(vaguel y j oki ng)
Hone? | thought Arcadia was your
home now.

MAKOTO
You told himwhat | told you over
t he phone, huh?

ERI
That, | did. And you’ ve | earned
your | esson since then, | presune?
MAKOTO

Let’s just say that recent events
have proven ne w ong.

YOSHI HI RO
Then you | earned the sane | esson
did after that train crash. That
and the inportance of raising you.

She ekes a smile to greet the Arcadi an national anthem
ringing fromthe arena fl oor.

YOSHI HI RO
There’s the ant hem pl aying. You'd
better hurry. W' |l be watching
you, Makoto. Just | ook to your
friends.

MAKOTO
Dul y not ed.

FADE TO

EXT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA - DAY

The roar of the crowd dies down as Francis arrives, flanked
to either side of the arena by Makoto and Joshua.

He stands tall center stage...

FRANCI S
Ladi es and gentlenen, this is the
mai n event of the day! Presented by

( MORE)
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FRANCI S (cont’ d)
Into the Night. Happy from Sunri se
to Sunset. Sanctioned by UN Sports
Arcadi a. Conm ssioner: Elijah
Af ol ayan. Qur five judges scoring
this conpetition are G ovanni
Bonanno, Rory G les, X anghua Lee,
Al ej andro Mendez, and Tayl or
Chanber| ai n.

...waves his hand to the audi ence..

FRANCI S
Aaaaand now This is the npnent
you' ve all been waiting for! Live
fromthe MIky Way Stadium In
Central Arcadi aaaaaaaaaaal

...and summpbns a wave of excitement fromthe audi ence.

FRANCI S (V. Q)
15 mnutes in the G and Final natch
of the 50th annual Children of the
Earth! Introducing first! Fighting
out of the blue corner!

Makot o takes her place at the far end of the ring.

FRANCI S (V. Q)
A sanurai, holding an event record
of 44 wins, 13 | osses, 1 draw.

A cl oud of pixels gathers around her body, and then just as
qui ckl y vani shes. .

FRANCI S (V. Q)
She stands 169 centineters tall
wei ghing in at 58 kil os.

...to reveal the culmnation of her nodifications to her
samurai attire. She now wears a nodified version of Tulio's
gil ded cuirass, carries the Itous’ hamer with a shortened
handl e and a spike crowning its head, and flies G| Dong s
headband i nstead of her usual hel net.

FRANCI S (V. Q)
Fi ghting out of Chiba, Japan!
Presenting...!

She stares across the stage...
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FRANCI S (V. Q)
Makot o "Angel Bl ue" Yanmasaki !

...and the crowd greets her with a wave of appl ause.

FRANCI S (V. Q)
And her opponent! Fighting out of
the red corner!

Joshua takes his place at the opposite end of the ring.

FRANCI S (V. Q)
A kni ght, hol ding an event record
of 58 wins, O | osses.

Pi xel s swarm his body and then just as quickly vanish..

FRANCI S (V. Q)
He stands 203 centineters tall,
wei ghing in at 126 kil os.

...to inmpart his famliar arnmor and sword.

FRANCI S (V. Q)
Fi ghting out of Rone, Italy!
Presenting...!

He raises his head to glare at Mkoto..

FRANCI S (V. Q)
The reigning! Defending! Undi sputed
Ki ng of Bl ades!

... who stands unfazed..

FRANCI S (V. Q)
Joshua "t he Denon of the Bl ood
Moon" Stradal

...wWhil e anot her wave of appl ause washes over the stadi um

Francis signals Makoto and Joshua to march to two circul ar
lights to either side of him..

KIERAN (V. Q)
Really not a lot to say this tine.
This match will now begin. ..

...which they do. Makoto spots her friends and parents in
the crowd and smles at them
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KI ERAN (V. Q)
In three...two...one..

The two conbatants bathe in cybernetic blips and Iights, and
then vanish into the battle sinulator.

WARP TO

I NT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA S| MULATOR - BEACH - STARRY
NI GHT

Makot o and Joshua stand opposite each other fromeither end
of the beach.

The arena conputer chirps its baleful signal..

ARENA COVPUTER (V. O.)
Fi ght!

...and Joshua uproots his nontante and | unges at Makot o.

KI ERAN (V. Q.)
And Joshua makes the first npve
al r eady!

Makot o dodges the thunderous sweep and counters with a sw ng
of the Itous’ hamer.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
And woul d you | ook at that?

JUNI PER (V. Q)
Look at what? Makoto’s inventory?
Looks |i ke she’s got quite a change
of gear since last tine. |
mean...is that the Itous’ hammer?

KI ERAN (V. Q)
Evidently. She al so seens to have
incorporated Tulio’'s cuirass into
her arnor.

HAROLD (V. Q)
That shoul d work better against
Joshua’s sword than her usual
ar nor .

JUNI PER (V. O.)

Oh. Isn't that G| Dong s headband
in her inventory too?
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KI ERAN (V. Q)
Yep.

HAROLD (V. Q)
Now, | have a question.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
That's a first.

HARCLD (V. Q)
| ndeed. Why woul d she repl ace her
hel met with a cl oth headband?

JUNI PER (V. Q)
The only reason | can think of is
that it’'s a good |uck charm

KI ERAN (V. Q)
A good | uck charnf?

JUNI PER (V. Q)
Yeah. You know, like froma guy she
likes.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
VWll, let’s see if that | uck hol ds
out .

Eventual | y, Joshua knocks Makoto to the sand with a sweeping
bl ow to the back.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
Qoh! And a devastating slash to the
back there!

JUNI PER (V. Q)
Good thing she’s wearing arnor, or
she’ d be an angel food pancake by
NOW.

Hurt but still able, Makoto barrels away from Joshua’s
conti nued assault and rises to her feet.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
Looks like she’s still going
strong.

HARCLD (V. Q)
Not a big surprise.

Makot o | ashes out with her katana as she hops away from a
blind swing of Joshua s nontante. ..
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JUNI PER (V. Q)
Wait. What's this?

...and stands at attention, holding it and a matching
waki zashi ready.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
Makot o just pulled out her katana!
And a...waki zashi ?

A fleeting glinpse of Joshua reveals the hanmer’s head
| odged in his hel net.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
First off, are you allowed to have
nore than one weapon?

Joshua, unable to dislodge the hamrer, peels his hel nmet
off...

JUNI PER (V. O.)

And second, why does she even have
it?

.and prepares to charge again..

KIERAN (V. Q)
To your first question, as long as
they' re within your point total
you' re allowed to have them To
your second...not a clue.

... but pauses as he sees the visage of his idol ready to
fight.

JOSHUA
(el at ed)
Yoshi hi ro Yamasaki .
Joshua swings his nontante to his side and crouches down.

JOSHUA
W neet at | ast.

Makoto smiles, closes her eyes...
MAKOTO
(under her breath)
No. |I'm his daughter, Makoto.

.and charges at Joshua.
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JUNI PER (V. Q)
And off she goes!

They fight.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
It’s anybody’s fight!

JUNI PER (V. Q)
|’ mon the edge of ny seat! For
real !

EXT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA STANDS - DAY

Yuki ko and Nat sum clench their fists on their respective
knees, gl ean each other out the corners of their eyes, and
junp to their feet.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
(cheering)
Makot o! Makot o! Makot o! Makot ol

The twins’ chanting bids Tulio and Prashasti to join them

PRASHASTI TULIO
(cheeri ng) (cheeri ng)
Makot o! Makot o! Makot o! Makot o! Makot o!

(under hi s breath)
Hey, this is kind of fun.

PRASHASTI
Less chatting, nore cheering!

The chant ripples through the crowd...

JUNI PER (V. Q)
What’s this? It |ooks Iike the
crowd’ s cheering for Mkoto.

HAROLD (V. Q)
It doesn’'t look like it at all.

...and sweeps up G| Dong..
G L DONG HARCLD (V. Q)
It.

(cheeri ng) They' re really doi ng
Makot o! Makot o!

...until all but Yoshihiro, Eri, and the three commentators
in the booth above shout Mkoto’' s nane.
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JUNI PER (V. Q)
Can the fighters hear the fans?

KIERAN (V. Q)
No, but there’'s certainly no harm
in cheering for your favorites, is
t her e?

CROND
(cheering)
Makot o! Makot o! Makot o! Makot ol

I NT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA SI MULATOR - BEACH - STARRY
NI GHT

Makoto parries a thrust ainmed at her |egs, sw ngs her katana
over Joshua’s head, dives beneath his upward counterattack,
and thrusts the katana and waki zashi upwards, shutting her
eyes against the inpact. Wien she opens her eyes, she sees

t he katana and waki zashi’s crossed tips skewering Joshua's

t hr oat .

She draws her swords and watches himfall backwards. After a
glinmpse of his defeated but surprisingly warmsmle, she
sighs in triunph.

ARENA COMPUTER (V. O.)
Fi ni sh!

WARP TO

I NT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - BOOTH - DAY

An ecstatic Kieran flails his arns about his seat; an
over charged Juni per bounces off the walls of the booth; and
a calmHarold sinply smles to the storm ng appl ause bel ow.

Kl ERAN JUNI PER
(excited) (overreacting)
That was incredible! Dd Ch ny god, | don’'t
you see that?! Did you see believe it ny eyeballs
what | just saw?! | don’t are asploding fromall the
think 1'd believe it if | action! Get nme a table to
saw it a hundred tines! flip! Get me a mcrophone

to yell at! Get ne a canera
to eat!



113.

EXT. RAILWAY TO EARTH - ARCADI A STATI ON - MORNI NG

Makot o stands beside Yoshihiro and Eri, trophy in hand. A
sentry takes her N-pad..

SENTRY 1
Conme back soon.

...and floats off.

YOSHI HI RO
|’d say | didn’t want to conme hone
when | won ny first title either,
but that would be |ying.

MAKOTO
Yeah. Now, let’s go hone.

But then, a famliar face tugs at her.

MAKOTO
Oh, wait.

ERI
VWhat is it?

She passes the trophy to Yoshihiro..

MAKOTO
Hol d onto this, please.

... but pauses before she can dash off.
MAKOTO
There’s one last thing | need to
take care of before we go.
Eri glances into the crowd, and then turns back to Makoto...

ERI
Make it qui ck.

...who races off to neet G| Dong.

G L DONG
Fancy seeing you here again.

MAKOTO
Yeah. It’s funny, isn't it?

G| Dong nods, and clears his throat.
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G L DONG
Uh, what | nean to say is
that...you know how you said you
| earned sonet hi ng before that | ast

mat ch?
MAKOTO
What about it?
G L DONG
Well, I |earned sonething too.

He scans the crowd of people flow ng by...

G L DONG
| still love ny honel and and am
proud to call nyself Hangeul, but
that doesn’t nean | can parade
t hrough the streets and claim
i nternational superiority. Al
t hi ngs consi dered, there’s no such
thing as a "best country in the
world,"” or even a worst.

...returns his attention to Mkoto..

G L DONG
But you...nore than anything
el se...hel ped ne see that...so..

...and eases his arnms around her.

G L DONG
... thank you.

She slips her arnms beneath his. Together, they close their
eyes. ..

G L DONG
(tender)
Goodbye, Makot o.

...pull each other in...

MAKOTO
(equal |y tender)
Goodbye, G| Dong.
...and ki ss.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
Um Makoto...?

Yuki ko and Natsum interrupt.
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MAKOTO
(startl ed)
Oh, Yuki ko! Natsum! Sorry!

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
(through a beam ng giggl e)
Apol ogi ze to your parents, not us.

Yuki ko and Natsum cl asp their hands behind their back, |ean
asi de, and dash back to the train, where Yoshihiro and Eri
await Makoto as she waves G| Dong goodbye.

FADE TO

BLACK

Ending credits roll, during which the fates and futures of
the cast are revealed in stills.

Tul i o wat ches footage of the nost recent Children of the
Eart h.

Prashasti returns to the Tree of Heaven Mnument, where she
hel ps retrieve and repair the offline sentries.

Xi angzhi begins work at her favorite night club, while still
mai nt ai ni ng her "shop."

Clark is sentenced to comrunity service, which he uses to
start an anti-raci sm canpai gn throughout Arcadia--with Tulio
and Xi angzhi’s hel p.

Joshua announces his retirement by discarding his N pad.

Sergei’s corpse is sealed in a wooden coffin and ejected
into space, where it will burn in Earth’s atnosphere.

Yuki ko and Natsum tell of Makoto’s long, hard journey to
becone the Queen of Bl ades throughout school.

And Makot o, awaiting the honmeroomteacher to start the day’'s
| essons, gasps in delight to see the arrival of a new
transfer student: G| Dong Rhee.



