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| NT. EARL ALLEN HOMVE - DAY

Earl Allen a still vigorous man in his late 70’ s wanders
into his living room Sad, he is a recently |lost his best
friend, his brother Frankie. He gl ances around the room
almost lost. His eyes finally land on sonmething famliar, a
conforting nmenory.

An ol d football atop his mantle. He goes and picks it up.
Holding it |ike a quarter back he punps it in the air.
Gipping it close, a huge smle cones across face.

EARL
Just you and ne.

Renmenbering sonet hing, he kneels down and opens a cabi net
pulling out a photo album O d, tattered and scraw ed across
the cover in faded magic marker it reads "FOR THE LOVE OF
FOOTBALL". He shakes his head chuckling.

He sits down on his throne an old easy chair. Gadually and
carefully he opens the first page. There on the first page
is an old black and white 8x10 print of a H GH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL TEAM

Earl snmiles as his eyes nove across each boy's face, they
are young and cl owni ng around.

H s eyes rest on a face in the center, it’s him 16 years
old, young vital and full of excitenment. He hol ds what
appears to be the gane ball.

EARL (V.0.)
In the evening of ny days |
renenber one perfect summer
Al though at the tinme it didn't seem
that way. It was June, just before
school |et out when the adventure
began.

W LLI AM5S H GH SCHOOL ATLANTA 1948

EXT. FOOTBALL FI ELD - DAY

A FOOTBALL TEAM in practice uniforms huddl es up. They break
and the offensive line forns. Quarterback JOHNNY BI SHOP a
Hei sman trophy winner in the making, steps up to the center.
The Coaches on the sideline blow whistles, clap and shout.
LET" S &O

COVE ON JOHNNY!

( CONTI NUED)
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Johnny approaches the center and | eans down.

JOHNNY
Ready set, Hut! Hut Hut!

The Center snaps the ball to him the Tackles rush in
Johnny pulls back and plants his right foot rearing back to

throw. Fromthe side, one of the tackles breaks through the
line. Johnny doesn’'t see the steanroller comng for him

The tackle junps into the air catching Johnny on shoul ders
pushi ng hi m down. A CRACK Johnny’'s shin snaps in two.

Johnny cries in agony and crunples to the ground. The
Coaches and nedics rush forward to his aide.

The practice stops as players gather around their injured
conr ade.

LATER

I NT. WLLIAMS H GH SCHOCOL - DAY

The | ast week of school is a buzz of activity. Students not
really concerned with going to class, scurry about and
gossi p.

Movi ng anongst all this is a kid who | ooks to be a bit of a
| oner. EARL ALLEN (16) suffers from depression over the |oss
of his father and it wears on him His best friend and tw n
brot her FRANKI E ALLEN (16) joins him

Frankie is nore extroverted and it shows.

FRANKI E
Qui t noppi ng around.

Earl is lost in thought and doesn’t respond.

FRANKI E

Bi shop broke his | eg at practice.
EARL

So?
FRANKI E

This could be your shot.

Through the crowmd a girl pops into view Earl’'s face |lights
up, she is KATIE STARNES (16).
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She giggles and gossips with friends, exited about the
sumer. Earl stands there nesnerized at the sight. Frankie
cat ches on.

FRANKI E
Ask her out man

EARL
She doesn’t know | exi st.

FRANKI E
Wiy don’t you join the teanf?

EARL
You' re Kiddi ng?

They continue to nove up the hall towards the girls. W get
that Earl hasn't exactly let Katie in on his feelings. She's
M ss Popular. A football jock stops to talk to her.

FRANKI E
No, |’ m not.

EARL
Mom won't go for it.

FRANKI E
Don't tell her.

Earl rolls his eyes and the class bell rings. Kids scatter,
as they do Katie catches Earl’s stare. She smles at him
Franki e pounces on the nonent.

FRANKI E
She’ d notice you then.

Katie gives Earl a parting grin and heads into a nearby
cl ass room

Exasperat ed he points out the obvious.

EARL
| ma one hundred pound runt.

FRANKI E
(smling)
But got a helluva arm

Earl watches Katie disappear with the jock follow ng her
i ke a bl oodhound, Earl puffs up.

( CONTI NUED)
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EARL
Ckay I'Il do it.
(pause, beat)
But don’t say a word.

| NT. COACHES OFFI CE - DAY

Head Coach and English Teacher LOU S SEVILLE (30’ s) goes
over the roster with his assistant Coach SPENCER TI BBETS who
is alsoin his thirties. They grew up here, and are as tight
as two brothers.

Louis is the serious one, always sees a cup half enpty. But
at the sane tinme quick to quote Shakespeare when things are
rough. Spencer could care |less. But today Louis is having a
crises of conscience and it shows on his face.

LOU S
It was ny fault today.
SPENCER
Don't say that.
LOU S
| should have told himnot to plant
his feet.
SPENCER
Boys are going to get hurt.
LOU S
l"mtired of it happening on ny
wat ch.
SPENCER
Are you still blam ng yourself for
t hat ?
LOU S
Maybe its tine to hang it up
SPENCER
And do what ?
LOU S
The arny maybe, | already sent in a

request to pick up ny comm ssion.

SPENCER
W need you here.

Louis smles at the confidence his friend has in him

( CONTI NUED)
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SPENCER
Now, what bout Tomry Bol es?

LOU S
No, he’'s too sl ow.

They go down the line calling out nanes.

LOU S
Ronny?

SPENCER
No, color blind. Jacobson?

They both shake their heads in disagreenent.

SPENCER
Well who then?

LOU S
Maybe tryouts?

SPENCER
We have everybody that can play.

LOU S
And none of them can throw a ball

There is a slight knock on the door. Both nmen | ook up from
t he desk and see Earl and Frankie standing in the doorway.

Earl starts to speak but an anxious Frankie interrupts him

FRANKI E
Need a quarterback?

SPENCER
Can you pl ay?

FRANKI E
No, but Earl can.

Afamliar friendly smle fromLouis to Earl.

LOU S
Hows your Mom doi ng?

EARL
She’ s fine.

Loui s pauses in reconpense.

( CONTI NUED)
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LOU S
Your Dad he was a good guy.

EARL
It’s over. Coach | can play.

LOU S
You could get hurt.

SPENCER
Wait a m nute.
EXT. FOOTBALL FI ELD - DAY

Loui s, Spencer, Earl and Frankie wal k out on the deserted
field. It’s getting | ate, school has already |et out.

The boys are nervous. Spencer tosses Frankie the football
The two boys run to the opposite end of the field.

Franki e assunes a centers stance. Earl bends down as
qguarterback. He whispers to Frankie.

EARL

Run till | nod ny head.
FRANKI E

Make it good.

Loui s and Spencer watch apprehensively.

LOU S
| can’t have anot her nenmber of that
famly on ny conscience.

SPENCER
They may need it, ever think about
t hat .
Earl positions hinself.

EARL
Ready set Hut! Hut!

Franki e snaps the ball and takes off like a bullet. He flies
past Louis and Spencer who are surprised at his speed.

They expect any nonent Earl will release the ball, but he
waits. Frankie is alnost at the goal post.

Loui s and Spencer lower their arnms in anazenent.

( CONTI NUED)
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Franki e gl ances over his shoul der and sees his brother just
wai ting. Frankie's legs are getting tired the end zone is
only inches away.

Spencer chews his tobacco excited and nervous.

Finally Earl nods his head at Frankie. Then in a wide arc
flips the ball with a powerful toss.

It is a thing of beauty, as the Football spirals perfectly
inthe air. It seens to float aloft carried on by angels
W ngs.

Loui s and Spencer’s jaws drop at the near perfect throw
Frankie still running turns slightly and the ball glides
into his arns as he crosses the goal |ine.

The boys are like two parts to a finely tuned machi ne. They
both realize at the sane tine it was a good performance.

Louis | ooks relieved, but still concerned as the boys run up
to them
FRANKI E
How was t hat ?
LOU S
Geat, But -

Spencer interrupts him

SPENCER
That was out st andi ng!

LOU S
You' re kinda small

FRANKI E
But he’'s real fast.

EARL
| can do it.

SPENCER
G ve hima shot.

Louis looks in turnoil.

LOUI S
Ask your Momfirst.

( CONTI NUED)
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EARL
Yes Sir.

SPENCER
W& need himand so do you.

LOU S
Practice, tonorrow four o’cl ock,
and I'Il see you in class Earl.

Louis turns to Spencer.

LOU S
| hope your right?

SPENCER
You worry to much.

The boys hurry off. Louis shouts a rem nder.

LOUI S
Shakespeare, King Lear.

SPENCER
Good gri ef.

LOU S
You should read it sonetine.

The boys di sappear across the field. Approaching the field
is alarge New 1948 Cadillac. It toots it’'s horn at the two
Coaches.

SPENCER
On CGod, | ook what's com ng.

LOU S
Crap! Is that Till man?

SPENCER
Yep, in all his glory.

LOU S
Daddy’ s noney got him a new car.

SPENCER
What do you think he wants?

The car wheels to a stop in front of them causing the dirt
and dust to furl everywhere. | nakes the nen cough.

( CONTI NUED)
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In the car is TILLMAN PEDANT (30) son of a wealthy Atlanta
busi nessman and ivy |league-r. A Small town coll ege foot bal
star that has ridden his Daddy’s coattails all his |life. Not
able to make it in the big | eague he settled for being a big
fishin s small pond.

Ful | of hinself, he steps out of the vehicle wearing the
| at est fashion, which | ooks ridiculous on him

Loui s and Spencer chuckle at the sight. Tillman is cluel ess
and tries to fluff it off putting on airs.

TI LLMAN
Go ahead, |augh | have a new
position |ined up.

SPENCER
Assi stant Coach at the rich prep
school not enough?

LOU S
What do you want Till man?

TI LLMAN
Heard you | ost your star QB.
Your job is teetering on the edge.

SPENCER

W'l find another one.
TI LLVAN

Oh bot her.
LOU S

What do you nean?
TI LLVAN

Runor is, you ve lost it Louis.
SPENCER

Don't worry he'll find it again.
TI LLVAN

Oh, | hope so for your sake.

Tillman gets back in his car, cranks it up and speeds off.

SPENCER
That son of a bitch.

LOU S
He may be right.
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I NT. ALLEN HOMVE - NI GHT

SARAH ALLEN (31) she is busy with dinner. A working Mom she
still wears a wedding ring. In the living roomon the mantle
is a picture of a man in uniform

She | ooks worried glancing at the clock, it’s al nost six.

EXT. ALLEN HOVE - N GHT

The boys quickly wal k up their driveway. Suddenly Ear
st ops.

EARL
What are we going to tell her?

FRANKI E
We just got hung up at school.

EARL
We can’t do that.

FRANKI E
You didn’'t want to say anyt hing.

EARL
She' Il find out.

FRANKI E
Better to ask forgiveness.

Sarah marches out onto the front porch w ping her hands on a
di shcl ot h.

SARAH
The | east you boys could do is be
here when | get hone.

She hol ds the door open, and the boys wal k inside.

I NT. ALLEN HOVE - NI GHT

The famly quietly sits around the table eating. The radio
pl ays big band nusic in the background. Suddenly it is
interrupted by a NEWS ANNOUNCEMENT

RADI O ANNOUNCER
Lat est news, the Reds have
successfully tested an Atom c
device in the Wkraine. Mre at
el even.

( CONTI NUED)
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Sarah drops her fork, there is worry and anger all over her
face.

SARAH
Danmni t .

EARL
VWhat Monf?

SARAH

Not hi ng, prom se ne one thing boys,
don’t ever join the arny.

FRANKI E
Sure Mom

SARAH
How was school today?

EARL
| want to play on the footbal
t eam

Sarah stares blankly at him Frankie lolls his head back not
believing his brother just said that. After an eternity,
Sarah answers him

SARAH

No, you' |l get hurt.
FRANKI E

But Mom you shoul d have seen him
SARAH

| said no, those boys are tw ce

your si ze.
EARL

| bet Dad would let me.

Sarah | ooks hurt, the grief is still close.

SARAH

Don’t bring your father into this.

EARL
Yes Ma' am

Sarah’s appetite has drained fromher. She gets up and wal ks
to the kitchen. Frankie kicks Earl under the table.

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANKI E
Way to go asshol e.

I NT. BOYS ROOM - NI GHT

The two boys lay in their twin beds. Earl has his hands
crossed behind his head on the pillow in deep thought.
Franki e i s sound asl eep.

In the other room Sarah is crying. Earl gets up to go check
on her.

I NT. HALL - N GHT

Earl peeks into Sarah’s room The door is cracked, inside
she is sitting on the bed holding a small franed photo. Earl
bows his head. Tears cone to his eyes and he returns to his
room

| NT. PRI NCI PAL’ S OFFI CE - DAY

Tillman sits with his Dad NORMAN PENDANT (60) a heavy set,
red faced man. He stares across the desk at PRI NCl PAL HOMRD
JONES (66), a tired but good human bei ng.

NORMVAN
Louis ain’t had a good season in
years.

PRI NCI PAL
lt’'s been hard since the war.

NORVAN
| appreciate that, but ny Boy
Till man here has a fine record.

PRI NCI PAL
Yes he’s a good Assistant Coach.

NORMAN
Assistant. that’s the key.

The Principal |ooks worried, wondering where is this going?

NORVAN
| think you need a change. Now I'm
willing to pull sonme strings on the
school Board to get those funds you
need if you let ny boy here take
over as head Coach.

( CONTI NUED)
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PRI NCl PAL
| can’t just let Louis go |ike
t hat ?
Tl LLMAN
He's not a winner, | am
NORVAN

You’ re not indispensabl e yourself
Princi pal Jones.

PRI NCI PAL
What do you nean?

NORVAN
| think you know what has to be
done. It’s for the best.

Norman and Tillman get up and | eave.

EXT. SCHOOL YARD - DAY

Earl hurries across the school yard late for class. Fromhis
POV he sees a SHINY CADI LLAC in front of the main building.
It is parked outside the Principal’s office.

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

The bell rings and students run into the room jockeying for
their seats. Louis follows the crowd in and sets his books
down on the table.

Earl is the last one to enter. He cones straight up to
Loui s.

EARL
|’msorry, Momjust won't let me.

Louis | ooks a bit disappointed by the news.

LOUI S
Maybe you shoul dn’t.

EARL
Can you talk to her?

LOU S
| don’t know.

( CONTI NUED)
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EARL
Pl ease.
LOU S
(relenting)
| guess.

The gl oom ness on Earls face di ssipates. Then he spots
Katie, she smles at him as they sit down.

KATI E
You | ook happy.

EARL
Thi ngs are | ooki ng up.

Their little interlude is interrupted by a behenoth of a boy
TUCKER (TUCK) GREEN (17). The nonster grow s at him

TUCK
He bot hering you baby?
KATI E
No silly.
Earl smles.
TUCK

VWhat you smiling at?

KATI E
| can talk to whoever | want.

Louis notions for everyone to settle down and he picks up a
book.

LOU S
Everybody take your seats. Tuck,
t hat means you too.
Tuck gives Earl the eye. Gudgingly he heads to the back of
the roomwth all the other football jocks. Louis opens his
book.

LOU S
Ckay, here we go, Shakespeare.

The whol e r oom npans.

LOU S
| know, 4 oony Cuss.

He gl ances at Earl who has his attention on Kati e.

( CONTI NUED)
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LOUI S

M. Allen would like to begin?
EARL

Uh? \Wat ?
LOU S

Henry the V, start it off.

Earl stunbles to his feet and clears his throat. He regains
his conmposure, then with a firmhandl e of the subject
begins. He turns and | ooks straight at Katie.

EARL
O for a Muse of fire, that would
ascend, the brightest heaven of
i nventi on!
A ki ngdom for a stage, princes to
act and nonarchs to behold the
swel | i ng scene.

Everyone is shocked at the recitation but not Louis. There
is a knock on the class door and the PRINCI PAL enters. He
stays quiet and notions for Louis to cone outside. Louis
softly indicates with his hand for Earl to keep going.

Louis and the Principal step into the hall.

| NT. SCHOOL HALL - DAY

The Principal has a kind face, but Louis gets fromhis
demeanor that its not good news.

PRI NCI PAL
There is no easy way to say this,
so I'lIl just go on and say it. The
board has deci ded not to renew your
contract.

LOU S
| can’t say | didn't see this
com ng.

PRI NCI PAL

You just haven’t had a good season.
Louis smles renenbering fondly.

LOU S
Before the war, we were nunber one.

( CONTI NUED)
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PRI NCI PAL
That’s just it, you ve |ost
sonet hi ng.

LOU S
Yes Sir and so did those boys,
fathers and brothers. Keep the
program goi ng for their sake.

PRI NCI PAL
Ve will,
(pause, beat)
Look I know you’ve played a big
part in these kids |ives and you
mean a lot to them

LU S
But | need to nove on.
PRI NCI PAL
Where will you go.
LOU S

t hought about going back in the
I

I
mlitary.

I NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Earl is finishing up the chorus of Henry the V. Katie is
hangi ng on every word.

EARL
Now al | the youth of England are on
fire, And silken dalliance in the
war drobe lies. Now thrive the
arnorers, and honor’s thought
Rei gns solely in the breast of
every nan.

Ear|l stops seeing Louis enter in a disheveled state. Louis
catches the concerned | ook on Earl’s face and bucks up.
Loui s begins another quote to relieve any fear.

LOU S
As nodest stillness and humlity;
But when the blast of war blows in
our ears, then imtate the action
of the tiger. Stiffen the sinews,
conjure up the bl ood, Di sguise fair
nature wi th hard-favored rage.

He stops and smles at the class siting down at his desk.



17.

EXT. SCHOCL - DAY

The last bell rings and students pour out of the front doors
i ke water from a spigot.

Earl hangs around waiting for his brother. Katie cones up
behi nd himand taps himon the shoul der.

KATI E
Hey.

EARL
Hi .

A tiny awkward nonment. They both share a | augh.

KATI E

You were great today.
EARL

It was okay.
KATI E

No, | nean it.

From across the school yard a group of cheerleaders calls
for Katie.

KATI E
|’ve got to go to practice. Hey, ny
girlfriend and | are going to a
novi e tonight, want to join us?

EARL
What about that beefcake boyfriend?

KATI E
Tuck? Don’t worry about him

EARL
kay, can | bring Frankie?

KATI E
Sure. See ya later.

She smles and runs off to her friends. But she is

i ntercepted by jeal ous | ooking Tuck. Earl watches the little
drama. Katie hauls off and slaps him

Katie joins the other the girls they huddl e and giggle then
| eave. Tuck senses soneone is |looking at him He gl ances
around and spies Earl, then storns away.

Frankie finally wanders out of the building.

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANKI E
She coul d be your girlfriend. But
you had to promse Mom | told you

EARL
The coach said he’'d talk to her.

FRANKI E
That’ s great!

EARL
We have a date.

Noddi ng his head towards Katie and sm i ng.

FRANKI E
What ?

EARL
And you do too.

I NT. CAR - N GHT

A nervous Louis pulls up in front of Sarah’s house. He is
still in his coaching clothes, he grips the steering whee
for dear life.

He hesitates rehearsing what he is going to say.

LOU S
Sarah It's about Earl.
(pause to hinself)
No that’s too serious. Sarah

would |ike to talk about My, | nean
Earl’s future.

(funbling)
Fuck it.

He gets out of the car and wal ks to the front door.

EXT. ALLEN HOVE - N GHT

He steps up to the doorway and knocks. After a few nonent’s
Sar ah appears behind the screen.

She greets himwi th a pleasing expression and the | ook of a
long lost friend.

SARAH
VWhat a pl easant surprise.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 19.

LOU S
Hey Sarah, been a while.

SARAH
Not since the funeral, come in?

| NT. ALLEN HOVE - NI GHT

She hol ds the door for himand he takes off his hat. He
wi pes his feet then renmenbers he has cleats on.

LOU S
Oh crap. I'll scratch up the floor.

She sm | es.

SARAH
| have two boys you know.

Embarrassed, he renmoves them and | eaves the shoes on the
front stoop.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
They head into the enpty living room

LOU S
Where are the boys?

SARAH
They went to a novie.

Anot her awkward noment.

SARAH
Look | know why your here.

LOU S
He needs this believe ne.

SARAH
Wiy the sudden interest?

LOU S
| have no quarterback

SARAH
Your maki ng excuses.

( CONTI NUED)
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LOU S

Conme on, it wll be good for him
SARAH

You too.
LOU S

Yes, | ook he’'s got potential.

SARAH
G ve ne a real reason.

Loui s backs up, his head goes down, its confession tine.

LOUI S
| " m | eaving Sarah, |1’ve had enough.

SARAH
Oh, | didn't know.

LOU S
How coul d you have. Earl is stil
| ost, you should have seen the
light in his eyes.

SARAH

It’s been hard for them
LOU S

And you too.
SARAH

So there’s nore too this.

LOUI S
No! And you know it.

Louis gets up in a huff.

LOU S
You are stubborn, you know that.
The worl d doesn’t revol ve around
you.

SARAH
Bast ar d.

LOU S
Thi nk of the boys.

SARAH
(backt racki ng)
| msorry, you renmenber what it was
like.

( CONTI NUED)
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LOU S
Jimwould still be alive if it
wasn't for ne.

SARAH
You can’t keep bl am ng yourself.

LOU S
They never woul d have taken him

SARAH
He did that all on his own.

LOU S
But he was in ny conmand.

SARAH
[t was war.

Sarah gets up and wal ks to the picture. Close on the picture
wWth Sarah’s reflection in the glass intermngled with the
photo of her | ate husband.

SARAH
Prom se ne he won't get hurt.
LOU S
It’s football.
SARAH
| don’t nean that. He | ooks up to
you.
LOU S

| can’t be there forever.

SARAH
Then start w nni ng!

Sarah | aughs probably the first tine in years.

LOU S
Lets pick up the boys. You eaten
yet ?

SARAH

No, you sti nk.

LOU S
My treat.
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I NT. MOVIE - N GHT

Katie sits next to Earl and Frankie next to BECKY (16)
Katie's friend. The novie CASABLANCA is coming up to its
climax. The flickering |ight of the screen reflects across
t he kids faces.

Earl holds a Popcorn box on the seat handle. He reaches in
to get sone at the sane tine Katie does, their hands neet.
Both smle at one another fromthe gentle touch. She
snuggl es close to his shoul der.

Earl sets the popcorn down and takes her hand. They | ean
back together, with their heads cl ose and confortable.

Franki e and Becky | ook over at them There is a |ove scene
on the screen, the hero RICK is tal king to ELSA

Close on Earl and Katie's face intensely drawn into the
dr ama.

RICK (V.0
Where I’ m going you can’t be any
part of -

They whi sper, commenting on what they see.

KATI E
Do you think she knows he’s going
to die?
EARL
| don’t think he does hinself.
KATI E
Then why go? He | oves her.
EARL
Because he has to.
KATI E
| don’t under st and.
EARL
It’s like sonething ny Dad tried to

tell nme.

(pause renenbering)
Soneti nmes you do things to nmake
sure the people you | ove are safe,
even when you mght get hurt. Its
as if their lives are nore
inportant to you than their own.

( CONTI NUED)
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KATI E
You miss himdon't you?

EARL
Yeah, everyday.

A tear starts to trickle down Earl’s cheek. Katie takes her
hand and turns his face to hers. Then softly she kisses him

EARL
Wiy’ d you do that?

KATI E
You | ooked |i ke you needed it.

EXT. MOVIE - N GHT

Louis and Sarah sit in the car waiting for the kids to cone
out. Their deneanor is am able and nore affectionate.

Sarah gl ances out at the brightly lit Marquis with the title
CASABLANCA enbl azoned across it.

SARAH
| saw this with Jim

LOU S
(renmenbering)
The year we left.

SARAH
He was a ot like Rick, not a hero
or villain just a guy doing what he
had to do.

LOU S
W all did our duty.

SARAH
That’ s what everybody says.

LOU S
O hers would have died if he
hadn’t.

SARAH
| don’t care about the rest of the
world only ny little part and he's
gone.
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EXT. THEATER - N GHT

The teenagers exit the building and are surprised to see
Sarah and Louis in the car.

Earl | ooks especially anxious. He wal ks up to the car by
hinmsel f. He leans in the w ndow.

I NT. CAR - NI GHT

EARL

Hey Mom Coach, what’s going on?
SARAH

W tal ked.

(hesitating)
| f your determ ned, do your best.

FRANKI E
Don't worry Mom 1’1l be there.

Sarah and Louis give hima | ook.

FRANKI E
Team trainer, you need one right?

LOU S
Sure. Wy not?

Earl is all smles. Katie runs up and hugs him Frankie lets
out a yell of satisfaction that woul d wake the dead. They
all pile into the car.

Louis turns to the back seat.

LOU S
Who wants chili dogs!

EXT. FOOTBALL PRACTI CE FI ELD - DAY

The first day of practice. Al the boys are decked out in
their football gear. Louis and Spencer are on the sideline
goi ng over plays. Spencer notices Louis apprehension.

SPENCER
Don’t worry about it, he' |l be
fine.

LOU S
| need to talk to you about
somet hi ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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SPENCER
Later, lets see what happens.

Loui s backs up and turns his attention to the team

Most of the boys are nonsters with Tuck the biggest of them
all. Earl walks out on the field and he is imedi ately
spotted. Frankie is right next to himin a teamtrainer
outfit and carrying a small first aid kit.

Tuck nmekes a beeline for him

FRANKI E
(to Earl)
Don’t think about it.

Earl doesn’t waiver he keeps walking to the |line, not
show ng any fear. Frankie tries to stop him but its no use.

Loui s sees the inpending drama and starts to intercede.
Spencer catches himby the arm

SPENCER
Hol d on buddy, if he’ s gonna
guarterback, he’'s gotta | ead.

LOU S
Tuck will kill him

SPENCER
The Boy is going to have to fight
his own battles.

Loui s under st ands, but he can't bear to watch.

Tuck marches straight up to Earl, it is a David and Goliath
stand off. Earl tenses up, but he’'s got to do this.
TUCK
Heard you went out with Katie.
EARL
Yeah, its a free country.
TUCK
She’s nmy girl.
EARL

Tell her that, not ne.

Tuck | ooks flustered starring down at this runt who is
standing up to him

The ot her boys run up to get in on the action.

( CONTI NUED)
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They forma circle around the spectacle, expecting blood any
m nut e.

Earl | ooks Tuck right in the eyes.

EARL
Sure your bigger than ne, that’s
what your for. I'’mthe quarterback

you gotta protect ne.

One of the boys SANDY TODD (16) the tight end he’'s fast as a
rabbit, but not fast on the uptake, goads Tuck on.

SANDY
Hey Tuck, you gonna let that squirt
tell you what to do?

Louis can’'t stand it. He runs over to the gathering storm
and bulls his way through the boys.

The rest of the team | aughs. Tuck is getting nore and nore
agitated. He shoves Earl to the ground.

Finally, Louis pushes the other team nenbers out of the way
breaki ng through to the two boys.

LOU S
Al right that’s enough. You two
call a truce.

Tuck eyes Earl and puts on his hel net. Spencer blows his
whi st | e.

SPENCER
Okay offensive line formup.

Loui s hel ps Earl up.

LOU S
Football is all he cares about.
Show hi m what you can do, he’l
conme around.

Earl approaches the CENTER nervous, but confident. He
envi sions Frankie at the end of the field. He bends down to
receive the ball. Tuck fromacross the line grows at him

TUCK
Your going down little-bit, your
Mama’'s going to have to cone and
pi ck up the pieces.

( CONTI NUED)
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EARL
Ready set hut! hut! Hut!

The center releases the ball into Earl’s hands. He pulls
back and sees Sandy the TAIL BACK headi ng down field.

Earl quickly dodges Tuck, the huge nonster tackle heading
straight for him

Loui s and Spencer nervously watch the action, going to town
chewi ng gum

Earl scoots under Tuck who just grabs air. Earl continues to
nmove t hrough the |ine.

The Coaches eyes are wide with astoni shnment. The Wistle
drops out of Spencer’s nouth.

Earl sees Sandy’s arnms outstretched. Then with a | eap and
running throw Earl hurls the ball

Tuck | ands behind Earl, eating dirt. The football gently
sails through air.

Everyone is nesnerized, all eyes are fixed on the ball as it
flies through air.

It’s caught by the Sandy in end zone. A 50 yard pass
conpl etion. Louis and Spencer junp up and down for joy,
huggi ng one anot her.

Earl smles, behind himhe hears cheering. Earl turns and
sees Sarah and Katie in the stands.

Tuck on the ground rolls and spits out dirt. Earl wal ks back
to himand offers his hand to hel p hi mup. For a nonent
there is hesitation in Tuck’s eyes then a reluctant grin. It
| ooks pai nful for the big boy.

Tuck grasps his hand and Earl tugs hard to pull the heavier
boy up.

TUCK
Damm good ki d.

That’ s about all the apology Earl is gonna get, the threat
from Tuck is gone just like that.

LATER:
MONTAGE BEG NS

Earl conpl eting passes
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Boys working out in gymlifting weights

Earl on bench struggling with bench press Tuck spotting him
Earl and Tuck formng a friendship

Earl buil ding up nuscles.

Team showi ng i nprovenents.

MONTAGE ENDS

EXT. FOOTBALL FI ELD - DAY

A week later, comng up on end of training. Earl is throw ng
the football starting to get into the groove.

Louis blows his whistle and wal ks onto the field.

LOU S
Huddl e up, everybody gather round.

The team fornms up in circle around Louis and kneel on one
knee.

LOU S
Tomorrow s the |ast day of spring
training. W ve shown a | ot of
i nprovenent .

Boys start patting and punching Earl on the shoulder with
affection, Tuck ruffles Earl’s hair

LOU S
Al right, now we are going to need
this summer to really whip us up
into shape for next season. Now you
boys hunker down on the books and
"1l see you back here in July.

Loui s extends his hand and all the boys place theirs on
hi s.

Goup collectively - ONE TWO, OH RAW and the G oup breaks.

I NT. LOUI'S HOVE - NI GHT

Louis enters the house smiling and stepping lively, sifting
through his mail. Coming to Last letter he sees it’s posted
fromthe DEPT. OF DEFENSE. He opens the letter and begins to
read.

( CONTI NUED)
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CLOSE UP OF PAPER

Your request of March 1, 1948 has been accepted into the
Reserves with rank. You are ordered to report in two weeks
to Fort McPherson.

Sincerely Brig. Ceneral Mnn

Loui s picks up the phone and dials a nunber. On the other
end we hear Spencer’s voi ce answer.

SPENCER (V. Q.)
Hel | o.

LOU S
| got ny orders today.

SPENCER (V. Q)
What do you nean?

LOU S
| hate to tell you like this but
t he school board is not going to
pick up my contract. The principa
said he'd talk to them but it
doesn’t | ook good.

SPENCER (V. Q)
So your just |eaving?

LOU S
was of fered a Captains position

I
in the Reserves. It’'s part tinme
ri ght now but coul d becone active
| ater.
SPENCER (V. Q)
That neans we’ || have duty
t oget her.
LOUI S
God I forgot you were still in.

SPENCER (V. Q)
Yep, Summer drills, Fort MPherson,
two weeks.

LOU S
I’1l tell the boys in the norning.

Loui s gently hangs up the receiver.
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I NT. GYM - DAY

The boys are assenbl ed on the bl eachers and appear puzzl ed
as to why they are there. The cheerl eaders are in the
opposite corner practicing their routines.

Loui s and Spencer walk in to give themthe news. The girls
stop their cheers. Katie steps forward to listen

Louis has a grimexpression, the boys pickup on it and go
silent. He steps up directly in front of themw th Spencer
by his side.

LOUI S
(hesitating)
Uh...there isn't any easy way to
put this but...

He stops to |l ook at all the faces.

LOU S
| have deci ded to resign.

The boys are floored and restless. Earl interrupts.

EARL
Where are you goi ng?

LOU S
Reserves, Spencer and | are going to
Summer duty at Fort McPherson.

Franki e raises his hand to interrupt.

FRANKI E

What about football practice?
LOU S

Spencer will take over till a

repl acenent can be found.

This is hitting himhard, he chokes up, but regains his
conposure. The gym goes quiet. Katie noves closer |istening.

LOU S
Anyway | have enjoyed ny tine here
and I’ m proud of all of you.

Earl isn't going to leave it at that and stands.

EARL
(quoting Shakespeare)
| think the King is but a man, as |
am The violet snells to himas it
( MORE)
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EARL (cont’d)
doth to ne. The elenment shows to
himas it doth to ne. Al his
senses have but human condi ti ons.

31.

The ot her boys seemto understand. Tuck takes the |ead and
stands up, the rest of the teamjoins himstanding. In
uni son the whole teamrecites the rest of the quote.

VHOLE TEAM
We happy few, we band of brothers.

Katie seens to get it too.

Louis is stunned at the loyalty and conmm t nent.

LOU S
Thank you boys.

| NT. LOCKER ROOM - DAY

The boys are putting up their gear and getting dressed.
Spencer wal ks in wth fresh towels. Earl stops him

EARL
Hey, is there anyway to to convince
t he Coach not to go.

SPENCER
Son believe ne |’'ve tried.

They are joined by the other boys.

FRANKI E
If we could show hi m how much we
need him

SPENCER

It’s not that sinple.

TUCK
How so Coach?

SPENCER
The school is going to |let himgo.

SANDY
Wy ?
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SPENCER
He’ s changed and not the sane.

Earl reali zing.

EARL
He still blanes hinmself for ny Dad
and is afraid he’ll nmake a m st ake
W th us.

SPENCER
Maybe.

FRANKI E
| f we could get his confidence
back.

SPENCER
The only way to do that is to start
W nni ng.

EARL

But he’s going to be gone this
Sunmmer how can we show hi m what we
can do.

Spencer’s expression changes to thoughtful.

EXT. LOQUI S HOVE - MORNI NG

Spencer drives up and honks the horn. Louis hops out in his
Arny fatigues. He sports captains bars on his collar.

Putting on his cap he reaches back in and gets his duffe
bag then shuffles to the car and gets in.

SPENCER
Did you tell Sarah you were
| eavi ng.
LOU S
No, I"Il wait till | get back.

The vehicl e backs out and drives away.

EXT. SARAH S HOVE - DAY

Earl sits on the front door stoop flipping a stick. The hot
Sumrer breeze ruffles the bushes. It’s quiet and boring.
Franki e conmes out of the house with a | enbnade and sits
besi de him
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FRANKI E
Sure is hot.

EARL
Yeah.

FRANKI E

Want sonething to drink?

EARL
No.

Earl’s | ooks depressed and it shows. A Red Ford Pi ckup races
up the street. It screeches to a stop in front of the house.
Tuck is driving and showi ng off.

Sandy gets out of the passenger side and saunters over to
Earl. Tuck slowy follows him They join the boys on the

st eps.

SANDY
What’ y’ all doing?

EARL
(sarcastically)
What does it | ook Iike, nothing.

TUCK
Conme on runt he’s just talking.

EARL
Wul d you quit calling nme that.

Tuck doesn’t press the issue and puts his hands in his

pocket s.

SANDY
If we could just go to that Fort.

EARL
What do you nean?

SANDY
They don’t do anything down there
but drink beer. My cousin told ne.

TUCK
That ain’t true.

FRANKI E
And what if we do?

Tuck and Sandy see there is nothing is going on and bow out.
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TUCK
W'l see you around.

They begin to |leave. Earl’s gears are turning in his head.

EARL
Wait he’'s not gone till school
starts.

SANDY
Yeah so0?

EARL

Summer football canp.

FRANKI E
What are you tal king about?

EARL
A way to save the coach.

EXT. FOOTBALL FI ELD - DAY

The whole teamis gathered around Earl. There is a heated
debat e goi ng on. Tuck stands up arguing and pointing his
finger at him

TUCK
You are out of your m nd!

SANDY
You're not serious?

EARL
W' Il sneak on the base find the
coach and tell himwhat we're
pl anni ng.

TUCK
Do you know how crazy that sounds?

Earl does and it shows on his face.

SANDY
And what do we tell our fol ks?

EARL
W’'ll tell themwe’'re going to to a
Summer Football canp. They' Il be so
glad to get rid of us for a couple

of weeks.
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TUCK
How do you know he won’t send us
hone?
EARL
H's job’s on the |line.
FRANKI E
He coul d get into trouble?
EARL
You saw his reaction when he told

us.
Tuck starts to shake his head yes.

TUCK
He was all broke up.

EARL
Coach Tibb’s could convince him

SANDY
He doesn’t want himto go either.

FRANKI E
| think we could get away with it.

EARL
Ckay who's in?

Slowy at first Tuck raises his hand, then Sandy and finally
t he whol e team

FRANKI E
How are you going to explain to
Monf?

EARL

| have no idea.

EXT. SARAH S HOVE - DAY

Earl slips an envel ope into the mail box.

LATER:

Sarah arrives hone and opens the mail box. She takes out
several envel opes, one |ooks official. It is fromWIIlians
H gh School and addressed to her.

Curious she opens it, wal king and reading at the sane tine.
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| NT. SARAH S HOVE - DAY

She enters and calls out for her boys. They cone running in
fromthe back yard out of breath.

EARL
Yes Mr' am

SARAH
Looks |i ke sonebody inpressed the
col | ege | eagues. Your going to a
Summer Football Canp at Bl uehaven.

Earl is all smles. Sarah grins too, but |ooks a bit
nervous.

EARL
Ww that’s great!

SARAH

WIl you be okay? Louis won’'t be
t here.

FRANKI E
1’11 go with hin

SARAH
| don’t know.

EARL
Pl ease Mom its just football.

The |1 ook on both their eager faces is nore than she can
st and.

SARAH
Vel | okay.

EXT. BLUEHAVEN FOOTBALL CAMP - DAY

Sarah pulls the car up to the closed front gate. She gl ances
around curious then honks the horn. Earl has a fit.

EARL
Mom Pl ease don't do that.

SARAH
You’ ve got to check in.

FRANKI E
You’' re enbarrassi ng us.
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Through the wi ndshield they see sonmeone in a COACHES OUTFI T
wai ving at them

EARL

See Mom we’' Il get out and wal k.
FRANKI E

Conme on Mom

She grips the steering wheel and bites her |ip then relents.

SARAH
kay, 1'Il see you back here in two
weeks.

EARL

Yes M’ am Love you Mom
H s words strike a chord with her.
FLASH BACK BEQ NS:

Her deceased husband JIMsits on the passenger side of the
car | ooking at her.

JAVES
| love you.

FLASHBACK ENDS

The face of her husband fades and is replaced by Earl’s. A
tear cones to her eye. She | eans over and hugs himtight.
Frankie fromthe back seat reaches across and gives her a
kiss. The two boys get out and wave goodbye to her wal ki ng
across the field.

EXT. BLUEHAVEN FOOTBALL CAMP - DAY

The boys hurry over to the person wearing the Coaches
uniform Fromtheir POV the coach wal ks behind the bl eachers
on the field.

Sarah honks the horn as she drives away, the boys wave a
final good bye. Wth her out of sight they quickly dash to
t he bl eachers
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EXT. BLEACHERS - DAY

Behi nd themthey neet the COACH but it is only Tuck dressed
i ke one.

TUCK
| can’t believe it worked.

EARL
Have any troubl e?

TUCK
You kidding, ny old man was glad to
get rid of ne.

A horn blares. Earl and Frankie | ook around fromtheir POV
they see a school bus. Both of them are surprised and
st unned.

FRANKI E
Where did you get that?

TUCK
From t he school idiot.

EARL
You stole it?

TUCK
No we borrowed it, its the one that
carries us to away ganes. The thing
sits behind the field house al
Sumer, nobody will mss it.

They see Sandy behind the wheel and all the other boys are
hangi ng out the wi ndows yelling for themto cone on.

TUCK
How did you think we'd get there?

Tuck may not be a nental giant but his logic is inpeccable.
Bowi ng to his reasoning, the boys pile on and the bus takes
of f.

| NT. BUS - DAY

The teamis tired fromthe long ride and | ess excited. The
sun dips in the sky. The heavy woods from m ddl e Georgia are
thinning. Pines give way to ol d oaks with Spanish Mss
hangi ng from them
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An occasional Palmtree with |ots of marshy areas al ong
the sides of the road. The air has a different snmell, salty
and fresh.

The bus rounds a corner and there it is sprawled out to the
horizon. THE OCEAN t he boys look at it in awe.

S/O WOW LOOK AT THAT! IT S BIG

SANDY
Wonder how deep it is?

Tuck rolls his eyes at the stupid comment and continues to
drive the bus.

The setting sun hits Earl in the face, he stares in wonder
wat chi ng the | appi ng waves.

EARL

Snel | the Ccean Boys.
TUCK

What ?
EARL

Sonet hing ny Dad woul d say.

The bus continues on. Through the w ndshield and Tuck’s POV
we see the front gate to Fort MPherson com ng up on the

| eft. They don’t slow down but everyone notices the |arge
perinmeter fence and the guards posted outside.

TUCK
How are we supposed to get through
t her e?

EARL

| didn’t think about that.

FRANKI E
| m hungry.

The rest of the teamagrees with him
EARL
Lets eat, we' Il figure out
sonet hi ng.
They keep on driving and headi ng down the two | ane hi ghway

they pass an intersection with a flashing yellow light. In
the streetlight off to the side is a phone booth.
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Tuck sl ows down and | ooks both ways and proceeds on through
the Iight. Monents |ater the engine starts to rattle and
clunk. The bus shakes and |urches. Tuck | ooks for a place to
pul | off.

EARL
VWhat's the matter?

TUCK
| don’t know.

Through the darkness just ahead them he spies a service
road.

EXT. SERVI CE ROAD - NI GHT

The bus creeps over to the dirt road and turns right. Of
the little road is a clearing between a clunp of pines just
bi g enough to squeeze the vehicle into. Tuck manages to get
t he vehicle between them and then the bus dies.

I NT. BUS - N GHT

Tuck | ooks around under the seat then in the glove
conpartnent and finds a flashlight. He and Earl get out and
maneuver around to the front of the bus.

Tuck opens the hood and snmoke billows out. It is dark and

hot the flashlight doesn’t offer much illum nation.
EARL
What’ s wong?
TUCK
| can’t tell it’s too dark

Franki e and Sandy clinb out of the bus. Sandy is the first
to panic.

SANDY
What are we going to do now?

TUCK
Shut up |’ mthinking.

EARL
W’ ve got to have hel p.

TUCK
No shit Sherl ock.

Earl feels in his pocket for change but its enpty.
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EARL
Anybody got a nickel ?
SANDY
What ?
EARL
| saw a phone booth about a mle
back.
TUCK

And just who are you going to call?

EARL
The coach dummy.

SANDY
Quit calling ne that.

Tuck digs into his pocket and pulls out a shiny new nickel
and hands it to Earl.

Earl takes the flashlight and | ooks at his watch.

CLOSE ON WATCH

11: 30 PM
EARL
"1l be back.
FRANKI E
|”’mgoing with you.
EARL
Ckay.

EXT. H GAWAY - NI GHT

The Hi ghway is deserted and the bright noon hangs in the
sky. It provides enough |light that the boys don’t have to
use the flashlight. A dog barks in the distance.

The two brothers quietly wal k al ong.
FRANKI E
You know this is the first tine

we' ve been out of town since the
funeral .
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EARL
Yeah and that wasn’t nuch fun.

FRANKI E
No, it wasn't.

Earl smles at his brother.

EARL
l"’mglad we did this.

FRANKI E
Me too.

Ahead fromtheir POV is the |lit up phone boot h.

| NT. PHONE BOOTH - N GHT

The two boys squeeze into the small enclosed gl ass and stee
cubicle. Earl takes the nickel and inserts it into the slot.
He then dials the operator.

S/ O Operator’s voice picking up

OPERATOR (V. O.)
Can | help you?

EARL
Uh? Yes Fort MPherson pl ease.

OPERATOR (V. Q)
Thank you.

S/Othe femal e operator switching the line. It connects to
t he base and rings.

| NT. ARMY BASE OPERATOR ROOM - NI GHT

The young private BASE OPERATOR sits at his desk reading a
Stars and Stripes nagazine. He ogles at a picture of a

vol uptuous pin-up girl. The buzzer rings and it startles
him He stuffs the nagazine on top of the sw tchboard.

The BASE OPERATOR picks up. In a long southern draw he
answers.

BASE OPERATOR
Hel | o.
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| NT. PHONE BOTH OPERATOR ROOM - NI GHT
Earl nervously answers.

EARL
| need to speak to Coach, | nean
Captain Seville.

BASE OPERATOR
At this tinme of night pal?

Franki e urges himto nmake sonet hi ng up.

EARL
It’s an energency.
(pause, beat)
" m his son.

Earl winces at the lie, but it convinces the operator.

BASE OPERATOR
kay! just a second!

He plugs in the appropriate line.

| NT. OFFI CERS BARRACKS - NI GHT

Spencer lies on his cot reading the sports section of the
newspaper in his underwear. Louis is on the edge of his cot
facing the open wi ndow polishing his boots.

SPENCER
Says here that Lavender is the team
to beat this year.

LOU S
Tillman will be glad to hear that.
Bot h nmen chuckle. Then the phone rings on the wall. Louis

stops what he’s doing and goes to answers it.

LOU S
Captain Seville.

BASE OPERATOR (V. Q)
Sir, | have your son on the |ine.

LOU S
Son?!

Loui s | ooks at Spencer with a questioning | ook. Spencer
shruggs his shoul ders.
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LOUI S
Put hi m t hrough.

| NT. OFFI CERS BARRACKS/ PHONE BOOTH - NI GHT
Louis hangs on the line as he is connected.

LOU S
Hel | o.

EARL
Hey Coach its ne.

LOU S
Earl ? Whats the matter, is your
not her okay?

EARL
Yeah fi ne.

LOUI S
Way are you cal ling?

Earl swall ows hard, the nmonent of truth.

EARL
Coach we’ve had car trouble.
(pause)
W' re outside the base.

LOU S
Who, you're famly?

EARL
No, the team

LOU S
What ? How did you get here?

EARL
We took the school bus.

LOU S
You stole a bus?!

Spencer | ooks at hi mconfused.

LOU S
Wait stay where you are.
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EARL
Yes Sir.

Earl hangs up the phone. Louis turns to Spencer.
LOU S
Your not going to believe this.
EXT. BUS - N GHT
Earl has rejoined the other boys waiting beside the busted
vehicle. Fromup the road they see headlights approaching.
| NT. JEEP - NI GHT

Loui s keeps an eye out then spies a glint off the tai
refl ector on the bus.

LOU S
There they are.

Spencer steers towards them

EXT. BUS - N GHT

Spencer pulls up behind the bus and stops they both quickly
junp out.

LOU S
Are you boys okay?

EARL
We’'re fine.

Spencer goes to | ook under the hood of the bus. Hs face is
troubl ed at what he sees.

LOU S
Then expl ai n yoursel ves.

EARL
- I’”’msorry.

LOU S
Do you how nmuch trouble you are in?

FRANKI E
We cane practice.

Spencer joins Louis w ping his hands of oil and grease on a
handker chi ef. He glances at Louis and doesn’'t | ook happy.
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LOU S
What’'s the matter with it?
SPENCER
Fuel punps shot, | told you we
needed to replace it.
LOU S
How |l ong to get it fixed?
SPENCER
It’Il1 take a week just to get the
part.
LOU S
| can’t believe this.
EARL
We heard they were going to fire

you.

The two nen appear proud at the boys l|oyalty.

LOU S
W'l have to call your folks to
come get you
SPENCER
Wait a mnute, if you do that
you Il be held responsible for them

taki ng the bus.

LOU S
That doesn’t matter.

SPENCER
You'd be arrested for sure, then no
t eam peri od.

LOU S
They can’t stay here.

SPENCER
Let’s think this through. This
coul d be good.

LOU S
VWhat ?

SPENCER
Not hi ng ever goes on around here.

( CONTI NUED)
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LOU S
(i ncredul ous)
Spencer, wait? W aren’t bringing
t hem on base.

SPENCER
They’ re al ready here.

Earl’ s stomach grow s.

LOU S

When did you boys eat |ast?
EARL

Yest er day.
SPENCER

They need to eat.
Louis turns to Spencer.

LOU S

Go to the nmess hall and grab sone
sandw ches.

(to Earl)
Son, | appreciate it, but this
won’t work. Stay on the bus till
nmorning and 1’11 figure sonething
out.

EARL
But ?

LOU S
(to Spencer)
Drop nme off back at base.

I NT. BUS - N GHT

Spencer divvies up the sandwi ches and cokes. The boys chow
down. Tuck sits across fromEarl. Earl barely eats.

TUCK
| told you he’d never go for it.

FRANKI E
Leave hi m al one.

SANDY
It woul d have never worked anyway.
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EARL
(to Spencer)
What’ s going to happen to the
coach?

SPENCER
| don’t know bud.

FRANKI E
W can’t just |eave after we’ ve
come all this way.

SPENCER
He doesn’t want you to get hurt.

EARL
You sai d not hing goes on.

Spencer | ooks out at the sad faces with scheming in his
eyes.

SPENCER

You boys get sone shut eye. 1’1l be
back.

| NT. BASE OFFI CE - NI GHT

Spencer sneaks into the office. He heads to the file
cabi net.

As he runmages through it he cones across a file. Fromhis
POV he sees the name TILLMAN PEDANT.

Spencer quickly opens it up and smles.
SPENCER
(whi speri ng)
Ammuni tion.

He takes out the paper and folds it into his pocket.
Then he sits down at a desk with the typewiter. He inserts
a form CLOSE ON FORM - | T READS TRANSFER ORDERS. He begi ns
to type. It types
CLOSE ON TYPE JR ROTC

Spencer sniles at his genius.
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EXT. BASE - N GHT

Spencer quietly heads over to the supply barracks. There is
a jeep parked outside. He goes inside the building. Mnents
|ater he returns with an arm oad of supplies and puts them
in the back of the vehicle.

He makes several nore trips filling up the jeep. Spencer
gets in the driver’s seat and cranks it up then drives away.

EXT. BASE - DAY

Morning formation all the nmen stand at attention. Louis
stands in front of them He |ooks at his watch SI X AM
Spencer is no where to be found.

The sol diers yawn and grunbl e, another boring day. Louis
| ooks worried. Spencer pops up behind him Louis is startled
and junps at his sudden appearance.

LOUI S
Where have you been?

SPENCER
Did you make any call s?

LOU S
No it was too | ate.

SPENCER
Good.

Louis gives hima | ook.

LOU S
Spencer ?
SPENCER
|"ve got it all figured out.
LOU S
What did you do?
SPENCER

You know that old firing range we
don’t use anynore it is perfect for
practice. | can fix the bus then

t he boys can go hone. Look, they
told ne their parents think they
are at football canp anyway. Wel
they are, kind of, and who better
to | ook out for themthan us?
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Louis considers the plan, the logic to it shows on his face.

Then Spencer takes out the piece of paper he found in the
of fice the night before. Thinking better, he folds it back
into his pocket before Louis can see it.

LOU S
What ' s t hat.

Spencer quickly tries to dismss it.

LOU S
Nothing, I’'Il show you | ater.

Loui s accepts that and returns to thinking.

EXT. FIELD - DAY

A hal f dozen bivouac tents have been erected in the mddle
of the field. Larger than the average pup tent and neant to
house four people at a tine.

The boys have been outfitted in fatigues and they are are
busy di ggi ng hol es. Sandy is conpl ai ni ng.

SANDY
Why have we got to do this?

EARL
It’s called a |l atri ne.

TUCK
Ain't no bat hroons out here.

FRANKI E
Boy we’re having fun.

TUCK
It’s as hot as hell.

EARL
Conme on, we all decided to stay.

Tuck and the others | ook disgruntled but nod in agreenent.
Then fromup the road they see a jeep approaching. The boys
appear worried, Earl cups his hands over his eyes in the

gl aring sun.

EARL
It's the Coach.

The jeep pulls up beside the group and stops. He | ooks
concerned and worri ed.
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He gets out the boys formup around him

LOU S
It's agai nst ny better judgnent but
since the bus nust be repaired |
guess we could try.

The boys let out a cheer. The shirtless Tuck and Sandy | ean
on their shovels.

TUCK
lt’s like this Coach we're on
vacati on.

SANDY
Yeah canpi ng.

The ot her boys | augh at their hunor.

LOU S
This isn’t funny. Wiat you did was
W ong.

EARL

W want to do this.

LOU S
| don’t knowif this will work.

SPENCER
It won't, if you keep arguing.

LOU S
Shut up Spencer!

Spencer doesn’t like his tone and gets in his face.

SPENCER
You ain’t gonna talk to ne like
t hat .

LOU S

| outrank you.

The tension is building between them and the heat is nmaking
it worse. The two friends arguing is too nuch for Earl.

EARL
STOP!

FRANKI E
Coach, we're here now.
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SPENCER
(cal m ng down)
Gve it a chance buddy.

Louis | ooks out at all the eager faces and sees their
conmtnment to him

SPENCER
They did this for you, but its for
t hem t oo.

Louis takes off his hat and rubs his head then puts it back
on.

LOUI S
Well, have we got a football?

Spencer and the boys smle.

EXT. FIELD - DAY

The boys are spread out across the huge field clearing it.
They push manual nowers cutting the grass. Ohers are
clearing stones away and squaring off the field.

There is a particularly |arge outcroppi ng of stones. Tuck
and Sandy try to pry a big boulder out of its socket. When
they flip it over they find a Rattl esnake, it hisses at
them both boys junp back.

TUCK
Shit!
SANDY
Oh Jesus!
Tuck takes his shovel and slams it down on the snake killing

it.

Loui s and Spencer survey their work. The field is shaping
up. Spencer | ooks at his watch.

SPENCER
W’ ve got to get back
LOU S
They’ Il mss us if we’'re gone too
| ong.
Spencer lets out a shrill whistle getting the boys

attention, He notions for themto cone over. They gather
round.
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LOU S

kay we need to head back.
SPENCER

Finish up the field then practice

t onorr ow.

EXT. BASE - DAY

Loui s and Spencer drive right up to their barracks and parKk.
From Loui s POV he sees the COLONEL BRADFORD (50's) of the
base stepping out on to the front porch of his office.

Their eyes neet. Louis salutes in his direction. Spencer
gets out and wal ks around and does the sane.

SPENCER
He could be a problem

LOQU S
| know.

The Col onel wal ks down the few steps and heads towards them

He stops right in front. The Col onel eyes the jeep seeing
the dirt on the tires and vehicle.

COLONEL
God knows this is just a vacation
to you guys, but | like to know the
wher eabouts of ny officers.
SPENCER
Uh, | lost my watch on the way in.
LOU S

Yes, we were out | ooking for it.

SPENCER
It has a | oose band.

The Col onel spies a watch on Spencer’s wi st.

COLONEL
Looks fine to ne.

SPENCER
This is ny back up, the other
bel onged to ny Grandfather, it’s an
hei rl oom
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COLONEL
And you brought it to camp?

SPENCER
Dunb ne.

The Col onel |ooks tired of the excuses and changes the
subj ect.

COLONEL
Never m nd.

The Col onel |eaves it at that and wal ks away.

SPENCER

He’ s gonna be wat chi ng us.
LOU S

| told you this wouldn’t work.
SPENCER

W' || be careful.
LOU S

Do the boys have enough to eat?
SPENCER

Sure, they have three cases of

rations.
LOU S

That stuff is awful.

SPENCER
But it won’t spoil.

EXT. BOYS CAMP - NI GHT

The sun is setting over the palmtrees and the breeze from
t he nearby ocean softly drifts in fromthe coast. They have
built a small canpfire and are huddled around it sitting in
t he sand.

They hold the open tin cans of the Arny CRations in front
of them Their faces are repul sed, and noses turned up at
what they see and snell.

TUCK
W’ re supposed to eat this?
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SANDY
VWhat is it?

EARL
| don’t know.

The only one not put off by the strange canned food is
Frankie. He is chowi ng down on it.

The others |ook at himin amazenent. He finally notices
their stare and | ooks up, and with his nouth full he
coment s.

FRANKI E
What ?

EARL
That's di sgusti ng.

FRANKI E
Not bad to ne.

Tuck | ooks at his can.

TUCK

Canned in nineteen forty?
SANDY

Shit.
EARL

They are designed to stay good.
FRANKI E

Vell 1" m hungry.

The ot her boys stonmach’s grow and they reluctantly start to
eat. It is a conedy of expressions as each boy takes a bite,
trying to swall ow w t hout puking.

EXT. BOYS CAMP - N GHT

Later the boys sit around the canpfire. They are tired, but
i ke nost teenagers find the energy to chatter and tel
stories.

Sandy is the huckster he stands up and bends over the
canpfire and farts. A flame shoots out fromthe expelled gas
t owar ds Tuck.

Tuck falls back startled by the fire. He junps back up ready

to fight. Sandy rolls on the sand with [aughter along with
t he ot hers.
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TUCK
That wasn’t funny man.

EARL
(1aughi ng hard)
Yes it was!

FRANKI E
Your face.

Franki e nakes a com cal surprised and scared face. It brings
nore | aughter fromthe group

FRANKI E
This is kind of fun.

Tuck sits back down on the sand dusting hinself off.

TUCK
Fun, | ache all over.

SANDY
Wien was the last tinme you went
anywher e?

Tuck thinks but can’t cone up w th anything.

SANDY
Never, me neither.

FRANKI E
Ain't none of us had a vacati on.

EARL
The war killed that too.

TUCK
My Dad hasn’t spoke since ny
br ot her di ed.

FRANKI E
At | east you got one.

EARL
Mom cries every night.

FRANKI E
| thought she’d be over it.

EARL
Are you, any of ya.

Earl | ooks around the group. Everyone of them | ooks down.
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EARL
Sorry fellas.

TUCK
Forget it.

SANDY
It’s still a blast.

FRANKI E

| got an idea.

EXT. BEACH - N GHT

The full noon illum nates the beach and the boys revel in
the refreshing water. Cooling off fromthe tortuous hot day.
rel axi ng and expel ling youthful energy.

Enj oyi ng reckl ess horseplay and howling at the noon. Only
Sandy, again, seens timd at the prospect of getting in.

SANDY
VWhat about sharks!

TUCK
Your i dea.

EARL

It’s fun junp in.

FRANKI E
Yeah nman get cool ed of f.

TUCK
You stink dumry get in.

SANDY
Quit calling ne that.

He finally takes the plunge diving into an oncom ng wave.
Sandy surfaces only to have Tuck push hi munder again. He
cones up choking on salt water

SANDY
That’ s not funny.

TUCK
Payback for the fart.

The ot her boys enjoy and |laugh at their antics.
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EXT. BASE CAWMP - DAY

Morning roll call is over. The Col onel dism sses the
formati on. A BRAND NEW CADI LLAC drives up to his office.
Loui s and Spencer try to get a glinpse of who it is, but the
drivers side faces away fromthem

The Col onel stands and tal ks to the person inside then wal ks
around to the passenger side and gets in. The Cadill ac does
a u-turn and drives out the front gate.

The guards salute as it passes. The dust the car kicks up
prevents Louis and Spencer fromgetting a visual on the
driver.

Loui s and Spencer look relieved that he is gone and turn to
one another to plan their course of action.

SPENCER
Wnder where he’ s goi ng?

LOU S
Doesn’t matter, at | east we won't
have hi m | urki ng around.

SPENCER
|’ mgoing to get that fuel punp.

LOU S
Drop ne off at the boys.

| NT. GAS STATI ON - DAY

Spencer wal ks into the typical Momand Pop filling station.
The bell chine above the door announces his arrival. The
interior is an eclectic orderly ness. Autonpotive parts in
vari ous states of repair sit on top of the counter.

On the shelves is a wi de assortnent of other autonotive
paraphernalia in boxes. The walls once nice and white have
grown dingy fromthe constant nuffler funes floating in and
out. Daubs of oil and grease are splattered interm nably
ever ywher e.

Spencer tries to be careful and not get any on his uniform
The Owmer MR WALLACE is a sixty year old grease nonkey,
wal ks in fromthe garage w ping his hands off hearing the

door bell. H's face is kind, but weathered fromyears of
hard work and not mnmuch to show for it.
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He greets Spencer with an honest and friendly countenance.
It is obvious they are acquainted by the way he puts a big
sm | e upon seeing him

MR WALLACE
Spencer, where you a been hiding
boy?

SPENCER
You know | only cone around once a
year.

MR WALLACE
O course.

M. Wallace and Spencer shake hands across the counter.

SPENCER
Pl ace never changes.

MR. WALLACE
Just nore oil for decoration.

They both chuckl e.

MR WALLACE
What can | do for you?

SPENCER
Looking for a fuel punp.

MR WALLACE
Got an engi ne nunber.

SPENCER
V1209 1945 Ford Bus.

M. Wallace thinks.

SPENCER
|"msure you'll have to order it.
MR. WALLACE

No, wait a mi nute.

M. Wallace wal ks to the back into the garage then returns
monments later with the part.

MR. WALLACE
Had one simlar to it |ast week
with a busted trans, owner didn’'t
want to spend the noney so |’'m
junking it out.
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Spencer is surprised but conservati ve.

SPENCER
G eat, how nuch?
MR. WALLACE
It’s worth twenty, but 1'Il let you

have it for eleven and a quarter.

It’'s a great deal and Spencer whips out his noney.

SPENCER
There’'s twel ve keep it.

MR. WALLACE
Your al ways a good one.

SPENCER
Oh if anyone asks, | wasn't in
here, and you don’t anythi ng about
a fuel punp.

MR. WALLACE

A surprise for sonebody?

SPENCER
More |ike a delayed gift.

MR WALLACE
Ri ght.

Spencer makes a zi pped |ip.

SPENCER
Renenber, not a word.

MR WALLACE
wn't say a thing.

He returns the zipped lip sign.

EXT. SERVI CE STATION - DAY

Spencer takes the part and buries it in a tool box in the
back of the jeep. He is careful to conceal it so that no one
can find it. He seals the tool box up, then gets back in
the jeep and drives off.
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EXT. ROAD - DAY

The canoufl aged School bus sits behind sonme trees. Spencer
pul I s up and maneuvers the jeep through the brush and around
to the other side of the trees to keep out it of sight.

He stops and gets out, then goes to the tool box and digs out
t he fuel punp.

I NT. BUS - DAY

Spencer boards the abandoned bus and wal ks to the back seat.
He | eans down and puts the new fuel punp under the seat.
That done, he heads back out.

EXT. BUS - DAY

He retrieves his tool box and opens the hood. Wth the skil
of a surgeon he renoves the broken part.

| NT. OFFI CERS BARRACKS - NI GHT

Spencer sits on his bunk fiddling with the old punp. Louis
paces up and down.

LOU S
Did you get that part?

SPENCER
They said it would be Friday. But
maybe | can fix this one.

LOU S
Four days.

SPENCER
No problem

LOU S
We can’t do this.

SPENCER
What are tal ki ng about ?

Louis doesn’t say a word and wal ks to the phone on the wall.
He picks up the receiver and dials the operator.

LOU S
Connect ne with Atl anta2607.
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SPENCER
Who are you calling?
LOU S
The Principal at Wllians, | should

have done this in the first place.

| NT. PRI NCI PAL’ S HOVE - DAY

An O der nodest hone that | ooks |ike a bookwormnms haven. The
Principal sits reading his paper. The phone rings and the
Princi pal answers.

PRI NCI PAL
Hel | o.

| NT. OFFI CERS BARRACKS - NI GHT

Spencer junps up and hits the receiver hanging the call up.
Louis looks irritated at him

LOU S

What did you do that for?
SPENCER

You can’t do that they’' Il court

martial you.

LOU S
Better than having one of these
boys get hurt. Football isn’'t worth
t hat .

SPENCER
You real ly have | ost sonet hing.

LOU S
And you’ ve lost your mnd, if you
think 1"’'mgoing to let this
conti nue.

SPENCER
So that's it, just giving up.

LOU S
| " m done, maybe Tillman is the
right man for the Job?

SPENCER
Your not serious?
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LOU S
(confused, upset)
| don’t know.

SPENCER
Gve it a shot buddy. PIlease.

Spencer’s pl eadi ng eyes wei gh on Louis and he gives in.

EXT. PRACTI CE FI ELD) ARMY BASE - DAY/ NI GHT
LATER

The days go by with Louis, Spencer and the team going
t hrough their routines.

MONTAGE BEG NS:

Louis with other soldiers in formation.

Various Mlitary duties around base with Spencer and Louis.
Target practice, marching, in chow |line secretly going over
pl aybook.

Louis on sideline with boys running pl ays.

Earl conpleting passes.

The team around canpfire at night horsing around.

Loui s and Spencer on sideline | ooking satisfied with teans
pr ogr ess.

MONTAGE ENDS

EXT. SARAH S HOVE - DAY

Kati e knocks on the front door. Sarah opens the door and is
surprised to see her

SARAH
Hey dear, what are you doi ng here?

KATI E
Have you seen Earl ?

SARAH
He's at football canp.

Kati e | ooks di sappoi nt ed.
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SARAH
Wwn’'t you cone in?

I NT. SARAH S HOVE - DAY

Katie steps inside the house.

KATI E
" msorry, just stopping by |like
this.
SARAH
Wul d you |i ke sonething to drink?
KATI E

Oh, no Ma’ am
The air is awkward between them
SARAH
You know, | was thinking about
going to see the boys nyself this
afternoon, want to cone?
Katie has a hard tine hol ding back her excitenent.

KATI E
Yes Ma’ am

SARAH
Let’s go.
EXT. BLUEHAVEN FOOTBALL CAMP - DAY
Sarah drives through the front gate and proceeds to the
cl osest building. There are lots of cars parked around
dozens of football players heading to, and from practi ce.
| NT. CAR - DAY
Sar ah | ooks around curiously.
SARAH
Seens to be a | ot nore people here

t han when | dropped the boys off.

She continues up to the building and parks the vehicle.
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EXT. CAR - DAY

Getting out she spies Tillman Pendant wal ki ng out of the
Front office. She and Katie walk over to him

Till man recogni zes her and puts on a fake snmle. He greets
her in Good A e boy fashion

TI LLMAN
Sarah it’s good to see you, is this
your | ovely daughter?

SARAH
No, this is Katie Starnes.
TI LLMAN
How are you Hun?
KATI E
Fi ne.
SARAH

(getting to the point)
|’d like to see how ny boys are
doi ng.

Til Il man | ooks puzzl ed.

Tl LLMAN
Sarah, your boys play for WIIlians
H gh School .

SARAH

|’maware of that. But Earl got a
| etter saying he was picked by
Col | ege scouts to attend here.

TI LLMAN
We don’t have anything |ike that.

Sarah is indignant at the accusation.

SARAH
My boy doesn’t lie.

TI LLMAN
Wll he ain’t here.
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| NT. SARAH S HOVE - DAY

Sarah and Katie return honme after their short trip. Sarah is
confused and upset and so is Katie. But the teenager tries
to tries offer a solution.

KATI E

Cal |l the Principal.
SARAH

No, I'Il call Louis first.
KATI E

He woul dn’t know.
SARAH

What do you nean?
KATI E

He told us he was | eaving.
SARAH

Wiy didn’t you tell ne?
KATI E

|’ msorry.

Flustered Sarah dials the nunber. The phone rings and the
Princi pal picks up.

PRI NCI PAL (V. Q)
Hel | o.

Sarah tries to conpose herself.

SARAH
Hell o, Principal Jones, this is
Sarah All en.

PRI NCl PAL (V. O.)
Sar ah, how good to hear from you.

SARAH
Thank you. Sir, do you know where
Coach Seville is.

PRI NCI PAL (V. Q)
|’ m sorry but he resigned.

SARAH

| know, did he say where he was
goi ng?
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PRI NCI PAL (V. Q)
Sai d sonet hi ng about goi ng back
into the mlitary. Down to Fort
McPherson for summer canp.

SARAH
Summer Canp?

Katie picks up on it.

PRI NCI PAL
Yes.

Sarah is stunned. Then the Principal begins again.

PRI NCI PAL (V. Q)
Anyt hi ng w ong?

SARAH
Not yet. Thank you sir.

A shocked Sarah hangs up the phone.

SARAH
Those conniving little devils.
KATI E
We Band of brothers.
SARAH
What ?
KATI E

| know where they are.

I NT. PRI NCI PALS HOVE - N GHT

The Principal is sitting on his couch enjoying a radio
broadcast. Then there is a knock at the door. He gets up and
goes to answer it. Opening the door Norman Pendant is
standi ng on the other side.

He is all fluffed up with pride and wal ks right in like he
owns the place.

NORVMAN
Eveni ng!

PRI NCI PAL
School s out for the summer.
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Nor man pul

The princi
calls him

He forces
out a pen

The Pri nci
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NORVAN
But busi ness never waits.

I s out what | ooks to be a contract.

PRI NCl PAL
VWhat is that?

NORVAN
My boy’s contract.

pal is put off by Norman’s wanton presunption and
on it.

PRI NCI PAL
That can wait till the fall.

NORVAN
Your going to sign it now.

the paper into the Principal’s chest. Then takes
fromhis coat pocket and hands it to him

PRI NCI PAL
Louis is a far better man than your
son will ever be.

NCORMVAN

Maybe, but he ain’t here.
pal bends down to sign the paper then renenbers.

PRI NCI PAL
Sarah Al'len was | ooking for him

NORMAN
Earl’'s Monma?

PRI NCI PAL
Seens her boys were supposed to be
at a football canp and thought
Loui s knew sonet hi ng about it.

Norman just fluffs it off.

PRI NCI PAL
But he's at Fort M:Pherson.

NORVAN
(aghast)
What ?

Nor man doesn’'t hesitate and flies out the door.
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I NT. CAR - NI GHT

Sarah drives a lonely stretch of road in m ddle Georgi a.
It’s pitch black out. Katie is asleep in the passenger seat.

Sarah | ooks worried and a bit |lost, then she sees a road
sign. Fromher POV it reads Fort MPherson sixty mles.

She | ooks relieved, but weary, her eyes start to droop. Her
head begins to nod, as sleep starts to take over.

Her head lolls to one side nodding off. She jerks her head
up struggling to stay awake. But the nore she resists, the
harder it is to remain alert.

She rolls the window down in an attenpt to use the breeze to
hel p. But the warmair has the opposite effect. Sarah
settles and finally she is out wwth her head to one side.

The car begins to veer off the road. She drifts into the
oncom ng | ane. Ahead of her, car lights have appeared on the
horizon and are getting bigger as they approach.

The advanci ng car hasn’t seen her yet, then they do and | ay
on the horn. The noi se rouses Sarah and she sits up
straight, for an instant she doesn’'t know where she is, then
real i zes the inpendi ng danger.

Seeing the other car, she braces the steering wheel with
both hands, and jerks it to the right. She swerves back into
her |l ane just as the other car barely m sses her.

She stands on the brake stopping in the mddle of the road.
The force of the sudden stop wakes Katie up, tossing her

f orward

Startled, and scared, she calls out.

KATI E
What happened!

SARAH
Are you alright?!

Kati e checks hersel f.

KATI E
Yeah, |’ m okay.

Sarah shakes her head, and shivers releasing the terror that
gripped her, trying to settle down.

She lets out a | arge exhal e.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 70.

SARAH
When | get a hold of those boys.

KATI E
Earl and Franki e?

SARAH
No all of them

Kati e understands her innuendo. Sarah puts the car in gear
and drives on.

EXT. PRACTI CE FI ELD - DAY

The makeshift football field has shaped up to | ook sone
senbl ance of the real thing. Wth whitewash used to grid off
t he yardage and | i nes.

The boys are running plays. Louis is in his elenent, the
at nosphere away from schools seens good to him

Earl calls out a play and the ball is snapped to him Sandy
takes off and Earl conpletes the pass. Louis |ooks very
satisfied.

LOU S
Yeah, that’s nore like it.

Spencer drives up and stops. He watches Louis and is pl eased
to see himin such a good nood. He waits for a nonent
soaking it in, then continues on over.

He gets out, Louis turns hearing the jeep cone to a halt.
Spencer has a big grin across his face. Louis blows the
whi st | e.

LOU S
kay guys, take a water break.

Frankie runs out to the others with a water bucket. The
parched team clanors for a drink

LOU S
Don't drink to fast, you'll cranp
up.

SPENCER

The team | ooks good.

LOU S
They do i ndeed.
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SPENCER
Best |’ve seen in years.

Louis smles, but gives hima wavering eye.

LOU S

Don't try and talk ne out of this.
SPENCER

" mnot, but you should see

your sel f.
LOU S

| do have that old feeling.

SPENCER
Li ke when anyt hi ng was possi bl e.

LOU S
Maybe, a little.

SPENCER
Hold on to that, think about it.

Loui s | ooks out over the boys proudly.

LOU S

When’ s that part com ng in?
SPENCER

They said it would be Friday.
LOU S

Well we’ ve gotten away with it for

four days, maybe we’' |l get |ucky

for one nore.
SPENCER

W' Il have too.

Spencer t hi nki ng.

SPENCER

When did all this start?
LOU S

You know good and wel | when
SPENCER

No when the Principal talked to

you.
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LOU S
Ch, the last day of school, why.

SPENCER
Just curi ous.

Earl runs over to the two nen. He is sweaty and out of
br eat h.

EARL
Hey, they wanted nme to ask can we
get sonething better than those
canned t hi ngs.

There is a pleasant snmile shared between Louis and Spencer.

LOU S
Not very good are they?
EARL
Terri bl e.
LOU S

Tell you what why don’t you cone
with me. There is a diner not to
far fromhere we’'ll pick up sone
BBQ and Hot Dogs.

Spencer | ooks troubl ed.

LOU S
You stay here.

SPENCER
But ?

LOU S

We'll be fine.

Spencer digs in his pocket and hands himthe keys.

| NT. JEEP - DAY

The wi nd whi ps through the open jeep, blowing Earl’s hair
all around his head. He smles and | ooks over at Louis
driving. The road parallels the beach about a hundred yards
away. There is nothing but sand and sea grass between the
road and shoreline.

Earl | ooks out to the deep, green blue water, his eyes are
di stant. Louis notices his concentration and veers off the
road. The bunpy ride surprises, and jostles Earl around in
his seat.
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He hangs onto the side to keep from being thrown out. Louis
| aughs having fun, Earl chinmes in enjoying the ride.

LOU S
Hang on!

The jeep heads up to the crest of a sand dune. Louis slows
down and stops. Spread out before themis the w de vista of
t he endl ess ocean, stretching across the horizon.

Again Earl is transfixed by the view, and wonder of it all.

EARL
Snel | the ocean.

LOU S
Yes.

EARL

My Dad used to say that.

Louis gaze is affixed to the horizon. H's expression is
distant, he takes his hat off, closes his eyes and lets the
wind ruffle his hair.

Loui s continues, withe the sounds of the waves in the
di st ance.

LOU S
Hear that?

EARL
The ocean?

LOU S
Yeah, that’s eternity | aughi ng at
us.

EARL
| don’t get it.

LOU S
Long after we are gone that tide
will continue to conme in, on, and
on.

EARL

Sounds depr essi ng.

LOU S
No conforting, that the world wll
conti nue wi thout us.

Ear| under st andi ng.
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EARL
Li ke ne, Frankie and Mom wi t hout
Dad.

LOQU S

O the team w t hout ne.

EARL
What kil led hinf

LOUI S
Cancer, you know t hat.

EARL
Why do you bl ane yoursel f?

Loui s goes bl ank expressionless, its a question he fears

answeri ng,

It’'s cl ear

and does not want to.

LOU S
Your Dad and | were close. | let
hi m down.

EARL
How?

LOU S

Let's not tal k about this.

EARL
Why ?

Louis is not getting out of this one.

LOU S
Your Dad, Spencer and | were |ike
bot hers. After Pearl Harbor we all
j oi ned up. But your Dad skipped his
physi cal .

EARL
Yeah, he was al ready sick.

LOU S
He wasn’t going to be left out.

EARL
He woul d have di ed anyway.

LOU S
Don’t you see he followed us in.
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Loui s hesi
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EARL
It’s not your fault.

LOU S

| guess in the back of ny mnd I
couldn’t stand the thought of
anyone el se getting hurt because of
ne.

(pause, beat)
Your Dad did tell nme one thing
before he died. | never quite
understood it.

tates, Earl is all ears.

EARL
Tell me, please.

LOU S
Sacrifice is all that matters.

EARL
VWhat does that nean?

LOU S
At first | thought he nmeant that by
giving up his life we could save
mllions. But now | know it was
meant know ng what was good for
everyone. The teamcan’t survive
with me leading it.

EARL
Quitter.

There is sorrow in Louis eyes as he cranks the jeep and puts
on his cap.

LOU S
W need to go.

EXT. GAS STATI ON - DAY

Louis drives up to the gas station and stops next to one of

t he punps.

M. Wallace conmes out.

MR WALLACE
Fill it up?
LOU S

Yes.

M. Wallace notices the jeep and Louis uniform
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MR. WALLACE
You over at the fort?
LOU S
Yes Sir.
MR. WALLACE
Know Spencer ?
LOU S
(1 aughi ng)
Oh yeah.
MR. WALLACE
He’ s sonet hi ng.
LOU S
That he is.
Loui s t hi nki ng.
LOU S
Did you get that part?
MR. WALLACE
What part?
LOU S
Fuel punp, didn’t Spencer cone by?
MR. WALLACE
Yes, he picked that up a couple of

days ago.
(caught, surprised)
Crap he told nme not to tell anyone.

LOU S
Real | y?
MR. WALLACE
Darn it, don't say | said anything.
LOU S
That’ s okay.
LATER
M. Wallace finishes filling up the gas tank and Loui s pays
hi m
MR. WALLACE
Thank you, | didn’'t get your nane.
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LOU S
Louis Seville.

MR. WALLACE
Good to know ya! Don’t say a word
to Spencer.

Loui s acknow edges with a nod.

EXT. PRACTI CE FI ELD - DAY

The afternoon has worn down, and the teamis receiving
instructions sitting in front of Spencer.

Louis and Earl drive up with the food. Tuck | ooks up and
punches Sandy in the shoulder. They junp up excited.

TUCK
Chow Ti ne!

SANDY
Al right!

The team runs past Spencer racing towards the jeep. Spencer
twrls trying to maintain his bal ance, but manages a smle.

Earl clinbs out and goes to the back he hands out the hot
dogs, BBQ and cokes. The boys push and shove trying to get
at the tasty neal they have waited for.

LOU S
One at a tine.
EARL
(smling)

Easy fell as!

Seeing Earl has it in hand, Louis wal ks over to Spencer. H's
expression is not as happy. Spencer catches on, but doesn’t
let it spoil the nonent.

SPENCER
That’ s all they been tal king about.

LOU S
(Getting to the point)
You |lied to ne.

There is no use in denying it, Spencer owns up.
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SPENCER

Ckay, so | lied, shoot ne.
LOU S

When can you put it on.
SPENCER

It will be dark soon.
LOU S

Start first thing in the norning.
Spencer | ooks towards the boys having fun and chow ng down.

SPENCER
They trust you, | trust you. Wy
don’t you trust yourself.

LOU S
| don’t know.

SPENCER
Don’t give up now.

LOU S
| have al ready quit

Loui s gazes at the team

LOU S
And Tillman will replace ne.

Spencer has an ace up his sleeve and pulls out the piece of
paper he got fromthe Colonel’s office. He hands it to
Loui s.

SPENCER
Not if they know about this.

Louis begins to read and his eyes w den.
LOU S
That son of a bitch
| NT. OFFI CERS BARRACKS - NI GHT

Louis is fumng mad, but relieved at the same tine. The
confidence he once had has returned.

LOU S
Isn’t that some shit.

His cursing is new, but refreshing to Spencer.
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SPENCER
That’ s nore cuss words in two days
than 1’ve heard in lifetinme from
you.

LOU S
Till man dodged the draft and the
Col onel was in on it.

SPENCER
You can bet noney was invol ved.

LOU S
lt'’s a court marti al offense.

Spencer gets up and goes to the window letting a breeze coo
hi mof f.

SPENCER
Now you don’t have to worry about
him You ve got |everage.

LOUI S
The boys are still on an arny base.

SPENCER
['ll have the bus fixed tonorrow
and they' || be gone.

Spencer turns the radio on. The big band nusic floats over
the ai rways. Then an Energency broadcast breaks in.

ANNOUNCER
We interrupt this program- Crises
in Berlin, Conmmunists bl ockade
city.

SPENCER
That doesn’t sound good.

ANNOUNCER
US forces to be put on standby.

LOU S
We may have run out of tine.

LATER

Spencer is asleep and Louis is on the phone. It’s dark, and
he is barely visible in the half light comng in fromthe

wi ndow. His voice is low, but we hear bits and pieces of the
conversati on.
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LOU S
Yes Sir | understand.
(pause)

Thank you Sir.

Louis gently hangs up the phone and crawl s back into bed.

EXT. BUS - DAY

Spencer toils under the relentless heat to repair the bus.
Earl and Tuck help him There is an urgency about his work.

SPENCER
Hand ne the socket w ench.

Tuck has his hands inside the notor holding the part, so
Earl goes to get it. He wal ks out of the little hiding spot
to the jeep.

EXT. JEEP - DAY

Earl rummages around in the tool box, but can’t seemto find
t he wrench.

EARL
| don’t see it.

From t he bushes Spencer grunbles, and cones out to | ook.
Fromup the road they hear the sound of a car com ng.

Fearing getting caught, Spencer pushes Earl down behind the
j eep.

SPENCER
Get down.

Earl hides, but keeps an eye peeled toward the road. Earl
and Spencer both recognize the shiny Cadillac as it cones
scream ng by.

EARL
Hey | seen that car before.

SPENCER
Me too, at the base.

EARL
| sawit in front of the school.

Tuck joins them
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TUCK
What’ s up?

SPENCER
Troubl e.
EXT. CAMP GATE - DAY
It’s been a long nights drive for Sarah, she and Katie | ook
haggard. She is no nood to be toyed with. She drives up to
the gate and a Guard cones out to nmeet her

Sarah rolls down the wi ndow and the Guard peers in.

GUARD
Can | help you Ma’ anf?

SARAH
Do you have a Louis Seville here?

The Guard | ooks at his clipboard.

GUARD

| have a Captain Seville
SARAH

Yes, | need to see him
GUARD

Sorry Ma’am no civilians.

Sarah isn’t taking no for an answer, she gets out of the
car.

EXT. CAR - DAY
She gets right up in the young guards face.

SARAH
Look, | have driven all night, and
| demand to see him

The guard doesn’t want any part of a nmad fenal e and gives
in. He opens the gate. Sarah gets back in her car and drives
t hr ough.



EXT. COLONEL'S OFFI CE - DAY

Sarah’s car pulls up to the Colonel’s Ofice.
From her POV she sees the shiny Cadillac.

get out.

82.

She and Kati e

She and Katie clinb the steps and enter the buil ding.

I NT. COLONEL’ S OFFI CE - DAY

They timdly enter the office.
i s Norman Pendant.

Col onel
he her.

NORVAN
What in the blazes are you doi ng
here girl?

SARAH
| m ght ask you the sane question.

NORVAN
None of your dammed busi ness.

SARAH
It’s the boys, they are here aren’t
t hey.

The Col onel i ntervenes

COLONEL
Sevill e had no authorization to
bring them on base.

KATI E
He didn't.

NORMAN
Don’t interrupt young | ady.

KATI E
Shut up ol d nan!

Norman is indignant at her attitude and stands up.
like he is ready to slap her.

COLONEL
Sit down, ny MP s are picking him
up now.

Sitting across fromthe
Sarah is surprised to see him and

He | ooks



83.

EXT. ROAD - DAY

Spencer and the other two boys fly up the road. They turn on
to the road to the practice field.

EXT. PRACTI CE FI ELD - DAY

They speed towards the field. From Spencer’s POV he sees a
Jeep and a Large transport truck. The mlitary police are
putting Louis in handcuffs.

The Boys are arguing with themto let Louis go. Spencer
screeches to a stop, and junps out.

SPENCER
Hey wait a m nute!

An MP shouts an order to another Sol dier.

MP 1
Grab hi mtool

The Second MP | unges, and qui ckly subdues Spencer wangling
hi s hands around his back and cuffing him

EARL
Stop, they didn't do anything.
TUCK
Yeah, it’s our fault.
MP 1
Tell that to the Col onel.
LOU S
Be quiet boys, you' |l only nake

this worse
The MP shoves Spencer into the back of a jeep.

MP 2
You broke about a dozen
regul ati ons.

The MP wal ks over to the transport truck and | owers the
tail gate.

MP 1
Al right boys pile in.
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SANDY
You can’t order us we ain't in the
arny.

MP 1

No, your trespassing on government
property. Now get in!

The soldiers tone is firmand loud, its clear he neans
busi ness. The boys grunbl e and board the truck.

The other MP places Louis in the passenger seat, and he gets
behi nd the wheel. The | ast of the boys board the truck and
the other MP closes the tailgate. Wth everyone packed up
they drive away.

I NT. COLONEL’ S OFFI CE - DAY

Sarah and Katie wait |ike pissed off prisoners. The door
opens and the MP s bring in Louis and Spencer. Sarah stands
and sl aps Loui s.

SARAH
How coul d you?

Louis wants to explain but hol ds back.

I NT. TROOP TRUCK - DAY

Earl sits nearest to the tailgate, he sees his nother’s car.
He can’t stand it and junps out of the vehicle.

The guards try and stop himbut he is already in the
bui I di ng.

I NT. COLONEL’ S OFFI CE - DAY

Earl bursts into the room Sarah sees him he runs and hugs.
Sarah holds himtight, Earl pulls back.

EARL
[t wasn’t himwe did it.

SARAH
Loui s shoul d have sent you hone the
m nute you stepped on this base.

SPENCER
They couldn’t with a busted fuel

punp.
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LOU S
That, we coul d have fixed sooner.
SPENCER
Do you have to be so honest.
LOU S
It’s the one thing |acking around
her e.
NORVAN

You's in a lot a trouble boy.

COLONEL
This is a court nartial offense.

LOUI S
Maybe, but what you did was worse.

The Col onel | ooks at himlike he's lost his m nd.

LOU S
Reach into my top pocket.

The Col onel cones around from behi nd the desk and reaches
into Louis’s top pocket. He Pulls out a slip of paper, he
unfolds it and reads.

The bl ood drains fromhis face and he begins to rip it up.

LOU S
That won’t nmake any difference. |
phoned the General |ast night. He
shoul d be here any m nute.

EXT. COLONEL'S OFFI CE - DAY

A Staff Car flying a flag with two stars pulls up and parKks.
The soldiers all around cone to conplete attention.

Cetting out of the car is GENERAL MANN (60’ s) tal
authoritative. He is dressed in his Cass A fatigues. He
calmy wal ks up the steps and into the buil ding.

| NT. COLONELS OFFI CE - DAY

CGeneral Mann wal ks in, and everyone except Norman, Sarah and

Katie snap to attention. General Mann eyes the Colonel wth
di sdai n.
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COLONEL
General , what a pleasant surprise.

GENERAL MANN
Don’t say another word Col onel . |
am awar e of your arrangenent. You
may want a | awyer. You are hereby
relieved of duty.

Earl has to speak up.

EARL
It was ny fault Sir. The Coach | ost
his way we canme down to help him
find it, and I guess, | needed it
t 0o.

The General turns to the M s.

GENERAL MANN
Rel ease those nen

NORVAN
Now wait here General.

GENERAL MANN
You may be a big Shot in the Gty,
but not out here. Your nobney’ s no
good.

Sarah is confused by the turn of events. Louis explains the
si tuation.

LOU S
The Col onel was taking noney to
make sure a certain soneone, nanely
Till man avoi ded the draft.

SPENCER
He was taking ki ckbacks.

LOU S
He has a nice piece of real estate
in Panama City.

SPENCER
| wouldn’t plan on retiring there.

GENERAL MANN
And it seens Norman coerced your
Principal. Threatened himwth the

| oss of his job. I don’'t know if
you two know what century we're
( MORE)
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GENERAL MANN (cont’ d)
l[iving in, but you can’t just bully
peopl e. Not on ny watch

NORVAN
Now whose the fool, noney is power.

LOU S
Your going to need all of it on a
good defense attorney for you and
your son.

The General turns to Louis.

GENERAL MANN
Your not out of the hot seat
ei t her.

LOU S
| know.

SPENCER

Court Martial?

GENERAL MANN
That’ s right, if you were in the

arny.
Loui s and Spencer | ook confused.

GENERAL MANN
| " m chargi ng you with trespassing.
Fifty dollar fine, pay ne then both
of you go back to doing what you do
best. 1’1l have your discharge
papers sent to you.

LOU S
Sir?

The General turns to Earl.
GENERAL MANN
Because if you can turn out boys of
character like this, we need nore
men |i ke you.
Sara | ooks on proudly, Katie goes and hugs Earl.

KATI E
Wiy didn’t you tell ne?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 88.

EARL
" msorry.

SARAH
(to Louis)
|’ msorry too.

LOU S
| just ran away.

SARAH
You don’t have to run anynore.

Spencer al ways | ooking on the bright side.

SPENCER
See | told you it would work.

EXT. WLLIAMS H GH SCHOOL FOOTBALL FI ELD - DAY
SEVERAL MONTHS LATER

Fall has cone, the | eaves have turned to vibrant colors. It
is the FIRST GAME of the new school year. The stadiumis
packed and with a carnival type atnosphere.

Sarah and Katie sit together in the stand, they are nervous
wr ecks wat ching the ganme. General Mann strides up the steps
of the bl eachers to them

GENERAL MANN
Mnd if I join you?

SARAH
O course not.

The Ceneral settles in then cups his hands over his nouth
and yells.

GENERAL MANN
Come on boys!

The team has the honme field advantage but the visiting team
is a powerhouse. Louis and his boys are having a rough go of
it. The ganme has been going on a while. The score is in the
opposing teans favor. W see the score board.

HOVE 14 VI SI TOR 21 FOURTH AND GOAL.

Loui s and Spencer pay keen attention, pacing back and forth
on the sideline. Louis talks to hinself.
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LOU S
You can do it.

The boys and other teamformup on scrimmge line. A Surly
nmonster TACKLE Points a finger at Earl.

TACKLE
Your going down little man

Tuck gives the opposing tackle the eye sizing himup.
Earl puts his hands under the Center.

EARL
Ready set Hut! Hut!

The ball is snapped and the huge Tackle pile drives through
the line knocking Tuck aside. He plows towards Earl. Seeing
hi m com ng and no Tuck, Earl makes split decision and runs
bal I .

The ot her teams quick reaction cuts himshort of a yard.
Tuck disgusted with hinmself pounds dirt.

The Boys huddl e up.

EARL
We’re going for the turnaround.
TUCK
No, we’ve got to punt.
SANDY
No tine.
EARL

That’'s right, if we tie it up, we
can go to sudden deat h.

SANDY
An onsi de ki ck?

EARL
Exactly.

The boys break with a clap. Louis and Spencer on the
si del i ne wonder what’s goi ng on.

SPENCER
What’ s he doi ng?
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LOU S
(proudly)
W nni ng.
Ear|l assunes his position behind the center.

EARL
Ready Set, Hut! Hut! Hut!

Again the tackle tries to roll through, but this tinme Tuck
is ready. Wth a full body bl ow he sends the opposing tackle
reeling.

TUCK
" mcom ng for you. Asshol e!

Back to Earl who faints |left as Sandy cones around for fake
hand off. The other teamis caught off guard. Earl goes
right, and Sandy takes off down field.

It’s now poetry in notion as Sandy approaches the end zone.
Earl dodges another Tackle, and lets the ball fly.

Spiraling in air it loops in slowark all the way to the
cradl e of Sandy’s arnms. TOUCHDOMN.

The crowd goes wild, but it’s still not over. Then the kick
field goal GOOD! On Scoreboard:

Horme: 21 Visitor: 21.

The teans |ine up for the kick-off. The boys eye one
anot her, head signals shore up their intention.

The kicker runs up to the ball and slightly stunbles kicking
it barely passed the 50 yard line. Sandy is at full steam
and pounces on it. They’ ve recovered.

Now to the drive. Play, after play, they inch the ball back
to goal now only yards away.

Earl sets up in a shotgun formation, the ball is snapped and
the Iine rushes forward. He peels right, then left, dodging
tackles. He has no clear throw with Sandy conpletely
covered. Earl takes it up the m ddle.

Sarah and Katie are on their feet cheering himon.

Earl, |ike superman goes up and over the line, flying into
end zone. TOUCHDOWN GAME OVER

Everyone is on their feet, the General hugs Sarah, then
Katie they are all smles.
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Louis falls to knees, enotionally drained. Frankie picks up
wat er cool er and dunps on Louis head. The player scoop up
Earl on their shoul ders. The other boys on the sideline pick
up Louis the two groups neet in the center of the field.

Loui s reaches across and shakes Earl’s hand.

Later the teamlines up for a photograph. Earl holds the
ganme bal | .

| NT. EARL ALIEN S HOVE - DAY PRESENT

Earl's eyes glaze over with tears of nostalgia. A gentle

el derly femal e hand caresses his shoulder. Earl |ooks up
into Katie’'s eyes, his wife of sixty years.

EARL
Do you renmenber it?
KATI E
Like it was yesterday.
EARL
Doesn’'t seemlike all that |ong
ago.
KATI E

That’ s because we were young, and
those nonents stay that way.

Back to the old picture of the team

EARL (V.Q)

Nor man Pendant fought the |l aw suit
for years finally loosing his
fortune. Louis went on to win two
state chanpi onships and Till nan
wound up selling insurance.

(beat)
| had lost ny real father, but that
Sumrer | gained so nuch nore

Hi s eyes glance at Louis, Spencer, Frankie and rest of the
teamand finally hinmself. Al young and full of life.

FADE OUJT
THE END



