INT. FF HEADQUARTERS

We open to the Fantastic Four signature door, as it opens we are taken through the headquarters, until we wind up in the main communications room… 

INT. FF HEADQUARTERS- MAIN COMMUNICATIONS ROOM

Reed Richards was the only one in the room, he was in a business suit looking up towards the Mayor of New York City, Charles Browning… 






CHARLES




We are in dire need of your assistance Dr. Richards… 






REED




Who is it this time?  






CHARLES

Never saw this thing before, it just came out of no where- out of the subway systems-



REED

We’ll be there.



CHARLES

We’re counting on you and your team Richards, don’t let us down… 



REED

Have we ever?



CHARLES

I suppose not, no- 

The computer screen turns off… Sue walks in and looks over towards Reed… 





REED



We have a problem.





SUE



Don’t we always?





REED



So- ready to put down another force of evil?





SUE



It depends… 





REED



On what?





SUE



If I’ll get paid… 

Reed looks surprised by this remark, but he plays along with it anyways… 





REED



Get paid how exactly?

Sue walks towards Reed, so that they’re face to face





SUE

I don’t know… I was thinking about something along the lines of… 

Sue and Reed are about to kiss when the Thing walks in… both of them stop.





THING



I’ll go… ok?





REED



No- it’s ok… we have a world to save.

Reed and Sue exchange looks of flirtation… 





REED

Times Square, some kind of monster from the subway systems…



THING

Let me guess- this monster of yours, it’s green- it’s mean and it’s scaly… 



REED

Hardly… Thing- Sue, suit up… I’ll try to get a hold of John.



SUE

Try not to be so loud this time dear… 


Reed looks towards Sue.






REED




Who said I was loud?


Sue and Thing looks towards each other… 






THING




Hopeless…

Both of them leave the room, while Reeds is left there in his suit…

INT. NYU COLLEGE- HALLWAYS

John was walking along the hallways with his friends: Dan, Mike and Meg.  





DAN

Hey Johnny… why don’t we see what’s happening in the girls locker room?



JOHN

I would, but- that’s a different guy.



MIKE

Ok… maybe, but- you’re a celebrity John… think of what you can get away with!



JOHN

That’s true.



MEG

Excuse me, mixed company remember?



DAN

Oh yeah, right… sorry- but, Johnny come on- 



JOHN

I really don’t know.



MIKE

Don’t know?



JOHN

Everything I do, everything I should be able to do- winds up on the front page news… remember last time?



MIKE

The stink bomb- 


(sighs out in laughter)



DAN

Now that was some funny shit!



JOHN

Yeah, maybe- but, still… that didn’t stop Reeds from finding out, he acts like he controls me…



DAN

To hell with him.



MIKE

Why do you torture yourself John?



JOHN

Because… if I leave, I don’t know what I would do… never was able to live a normal life.



DAN

That’s true… 

John stops in his tracks as he looks forward and sees a hot nineteen year old blonde, her name was Julia… she was a new student here, a recent transfer… 





MIKE




Hey John, ever thought of your powers to… John?






JOHN




Who’s she?


Dan and Mike both look towards Julia






MIKE




Don’t know… never seen her around- 






DAN




Why don’t you just go up to her?


Meg sighs and walks away… 






JOHN




What would I say?






DAN

Who cares what you would say?  You’re the Human Torch remember… 



MIKE

You could just say “Flame on”



JOHN

What if she gets spooked?



DAN

Don’t worry- 


Mike pushes John towards her… 






MIKE




Go to her man, she’s waiting for you… 

John walks forward and towards Julia, who was still busy at her locker.





JOHN



Hi… 

Julia looks towards John… but, John remains quiet- 





MIKE



This could go really bad… 

Julia looks towards him as if to say, “are you serious”





JOHN



My name’s John… 

John puts out his hand, Julia shakes it-





JULIA



Julia… 





JOHN

Well, Julia- I heard you were new here… where you from anyways?



JULIA

San Diego… 



JOHN

First day here?



JULIA

Yep… 



JOHN

You nervous?… Don’t be.



JULIA

Well, nice talking to you- 


Julia begins to walk away and John is stumped… 






JOHN




Hey wait up… 


John runs up towards Julia… 






JOHN




I’m a super hero- 






JULIA




Oh really?





(she looks towards him skeptically)






JOHN




Yeah… the human torch.

John puts his hands behind his back and you can see them light on fire… 





JULIA



Really?

Julia begins to sweat





JOHN



Yeah… 

John stops the flames on his hands… 





JOHN



Want to see?


Julia looks puzzled… 






JULIA




Are you serious?


John smiles 






JOHN




Flame on…

John’s face begins to be lit by flames, Julia faints… John sighs out and looks over towards Mike and Dan… 





MIKE



That went well… 

John looks towards them as though they switched sides and then he grins… the flames fade away… then he hears a cell phone type ring- he looks towards his watch… he turns it on to see Reed looking towards him… 





REED



What did I tell you?





JOHN



Always leave my watch on… what is it?





REED

You need to report back here immediately- trouble in Times Square…



JOHN

There’s always some kind of trouble happening every where… 



REED

Come immediately, that’s an order-


The line clicks dead, John bites his jaw- very pissed off… 

EXT. TIMES SQUARE

A beast, a monster was tearing up the streets, the Nightmare Menace, part way above ground- part under… and turns out ol’ Ben Grimm- or has he has been come to be known, the Thing.  This menace was green and scaly not to mention the smell!!!! The Menace swipes the streets with it’s huge claws sending cars flying off of the road literally… on the streets, some were taking photographs, while others were running for their lives… a jet flies in from overhead

POV. JET


The pilot looks down towards the Menace






PILOT




What the hell is that thing?

What indeed… but, this was New York- a place where you would see things like this all the time.





PILOT



Ready artillery!!!! 

The jet prepares to fire it’s first missile





PILOT



Fire!!!!

EXT. TIMES SQUARE

The missiles come from all directions flying towards this mammoth of a beast.  The missiles just bounce off- no effect once so ever… 

INT. FF HEADQUARTERS- MAIN COMMUNICATIONS ROOM


John walks in and looks towards Reed.






REED




Where were you?






JOHN




I have a life remember… 






REED

When this city is in danger there is no time for your teenage shenanigans.  Suit up- we’re leaving in three.



JOHN

Since when were you the boss?


Reed stops and looks towards John…






REED

When you get older you’ll understand that these powers…



JOHN

Are unique?  Don’t give me another god damn lecture Reed!!!!  You’re not my father, and… who even said I wanted these powers huh?  You promised us, all of us, a safe trip- back and forth… I agreed to come along on your stupid expedition, and for what?  For this!!!



REED

There are people out there who are in trouble and getting… 



JOHN

Yeah… ok- I’m coming.


John walks away from Reed… Sue looks in from the opposite room






SUE

Don’t worry… he’s always like that- I should know, he’s my brother.



REED

It’s just…



SUE

You do the best you can.


Reed remains quiet and looks towards her…

EXT. TIMES SQUARE

Police cars arrive and cops try to shoot the Menace down… but, no effects.





COP

How the hell are we supposed to kill this thing!!!  Where’s the fantastic four!



CHARLES

They’ll be here.

INT. FF HEADQUARTERS- HELIPAD

John is the last one to get into the Fantasticar… it was in a closed jet design, similar to the pogo plane but it was much bulkier and sleeker… very high tech.

INT. FANTASTICAR


John walks over towards his seat, Reed was at the wheel… 






REED




Everyone buckled in? 

INT. FF HEADQUARTERS- HELIPAD

The Fantasticar begins to power up… while the garage door opens from top to bottom.

EXT. FF HEADQUARTERS- HELIPAD

With the FF garage door open on the hundredth floor… The Fantasticar flies out.  

EXT. NEW YORK CITY


We see the Fantasticar flying over the streets below

EXT. TIMES SQUARE

General Collins stands next to Charles looking towards the Menace still sweeping it’s huge claws.






COLLINS




We are running out of time Mayor.  






CHARLES




They will get here… 






COLLINS




They are running late.






CHARLES




Do you have any other smart ideas?

Charles motions towards the bouncing off missiles and bullets… Collins shakes his head mad and storms away.  All of a sudden the Fantasticar flies in from overhead… then it lands in the area recently occupied by the stationed police cars.  Reeds is the first one to exit… Charles walks towards him.





CHARLES



Knew I could count on you guys… 





REED

100 ft. monster attacking Times Square, what else is new?


Then John and Sue walk out… 






SUE




Just be careful…






JOHN

I’m not just your younger brother anymore sis, treat me with the respect I deserve.



THING

Lighten up John, she was just tryin’ ta… 


John wouldn’t listen.






REED




Every family is dysfunctional… 





(he sighs looking towards Sue)

He was really getting tired of making excuses for these random family feud episodes.  Reed looks up towards the Menace who was currently holding a police helicopter as though it was a toy.  John was sitting on the side lines, not- well doing anything really.  The Thing just looks up towards the Menace





THING



An’ I thought I was ugly… 

The menace growls as it throws the helicopter against one of adds, which of course begins to wobble… The people below it unbeknownst… Reed sends his hands forward towards the poles of the sign and with all his might he pulls it towards him, until it was set down… 





THING

Hey Richards, why don’t you stop goofin’ around an’ give me a hand with this big slug!

Sue becomes invisible as she walks towards it… but, somehow this monster is able to see her… Menace quickly grabs hold of her around her waist, she struggles to get free- but, isn’t able to.





SUE



Help!!!!!!!!

John looks up towards the Menace who was holding tight to Sue… John gets up and runs towards Menace





JOHN



Comin’ sis!!!  Hold on!!!!

John jumps up into the air and begins to fly off… 





JOHN



Flame on!!!!!

Johh’s whole body begins to catch on fire… now the Human Torch, loops around the Menace





TORCH



Hey big guy… mind letting go of the dame?

The Menace just growls louder, with one hand it whacks Torch away… Torch hits a building and all of a sudden it catches on fire!!!





TORCH



How do I get myself into these situations!!!

Reed was holding onto a rope in his hands…





THING



What’s that for?  To lasso the big guy?

Reed looks towards him and smiles… 





THING

On second thought… I think this will be funny to watch… 


Reed looks towards the Thing and then sarcastically says






REED




Don’t see you coming up with any ideas…






THING




That’s because I’m the muscle guy… 






REED

Well, if we are able to grab hold to this thing for just a minute… I may be able to save Sue from his grasp.


Thing holds out his hand






THING




Gimme the rope.


Reed hands it over… 






REED




Hold onto him- 






THING




I get the picture… 


The Thing lassos Menace and starts to yank him forward






THING




What are you waiting for?  An invite?

Richards takes his cue as he stretches forward and grabs onto Sue… 





REED



Pull harder!!!!

The Thing pulls harder down on the rope for one second his hand opens up… Reed pulls Sue out…





SUE



Thanks…





THING



Oh no you don’t!!!!!!

The Thing, however was too late- Menace rears back flinging the Thing over him… now the Thing was prisoner on a rope… Torch looks towards the trapped Thing… he runs off and flies over and burns the rope into ashes… 





TORCH



What too tuff for you to handle?

Torch smiles in mockery… 





THING

Nah, wanted to see if you were really dead back there.



TORCH

Why you’d miss me?



THING

No, so I could call the caterer.

Torch grins… and then he looks over towards Reed kissing his sister… he wants to get rid of this image as soon as possible.





TORCH



So.




(sarcastic)



Mr. Fantastic, any other bright ideas?

Reed looks towards Torch… 





REED



There’s always a solution… 

Reed whistles and helicopters come in to drop a net on Menace… 





THING



What did that accomplish?

Menace tries to break free, but he can’t… 





REED



New adamantium netting, a perfect monster catcher.





THING



Why didn’t we go with Plan B from the beginning?  

Reed stares towards Thing





THING



What?  Just a question, don’t get too emotional.

Charles walks up to them… 





CHARLES



Good thinking Reed.





REED



Well, I do what I can.

All of a sudden the MTV news crew arrives, and out of the main van walks Carson Daily… Carson walks straight towards Johnny Storm.





CARSON

So John… lots of people want to know- what is it like being a teenage super hero?



JOHN

Well, you know- with anything you’ve got your high notes and your low notes… 

INT. GIRL’S BEDROOM

Inside of a girl’s bedroom girls clutter around to watch John on the screen.





JOHN (O.C.)



But, it’s pretty cool… 





GIRL1



He is sooooo dreamy…

The girls agh over him as though he was the new Elvis Presley or boy band member.

EXT. TIMES SQUARE






CARSON

Some people have stated that the FF sometimes seems to be dysfunctional, any comments?



JOHN

I totally agree, but we’re a family and we’re going to stick together.



CARSON

I would imagine life’s been treating you pretty cool… 



JOHN

I’m sure you know, being a celeb. yourself, there are some things that you get used to, but sometimes it can be overbearing… 

INT. TEENAGE GUY’S BACHELOR PAD 

In the basement, a 16 year old boy and his friends watch the screen, all around the pad are pictures of the Fantastic Four… 





BOY



Probably the coolest guy there is.

Also, just a side-note he has a big poster of Sue Storm with the “SPORTS ILLUSTRATED- SWIM SUIT EDITION” 



CARSON (O.C.)

I hear you… well- you’re watching Late Night with Carson Daily we’ll be right back after these messages… 

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- LOUNGE


The TV is turned off… Thing was the one who changed the channel… 





JOHN




Hey!!!  I was watching that!!!


Thing grins






THING

You know Torch, if you really want to stand up for yourself- you have to start someday… come an’ get it…


The Thing holds onto the remote control… 






THING




Cause frankly, I don’t think you’re man enough…


That was it, John stands up and walks towards Thing






JOHN




I’m warning you- 


Reed walks in… 






REED




John… Ben… both of you stop- 

Reed stretches his hand forward and grabs the remote… he flips the channel to Anthony Calling.  The business man they depended on more or less… 





THING



What a boring station, Reed see what else is on…

Reed gives Thing an angry stare





REED



Anthony, sorry for the delay… 





ANTHONY



That’s quite alright… 

John looks towards Reed then towards Thing and walks out of the room, Thing follows… 





REED

So how is the security of the Baxtler building handling?





ANTHONY

Everything’s still state of the art… no one can ever break in.  The only people allowed in or out, is your team… 



REED

That’s remarkable news Anthony, remarkable.

EXT. TIMES SQUARE

Things walks past the recent destruction… he looks back and forth… Thing sees big posters of John, Reed and even Sue- he is the one left out… 





THING



You tryin’ ta tell me sometin’?

Thing keeps on walking





THING



I’m not good enough looking?  

Thing looks down towards his hand and laughs to himself in sadness…





THING



Don’t blame yah.  

Thing keeps walking until he accidentally bumps into Alicia… Alicia falls down, Thing looks down towards her… 





THING



Let me help you… 

Alicia grabs onto his hands as he pulls her up… 





ALICIA



Thank you… 

Thing keeps walking away





THING



Yeah?  What ever- 





ALICIA



My name’s Alicia and you are?

Thing looks back towards her… 





THING



Why you want to know my name?





ALICIA

Just it’s not often that you find a decent person, especially in this city… 



THING

Name’s Ben Grimm… 

Alicia keeps walking towards him, balancing on her cane- not seeing all of the people hurrying to get out of her way… 





THING



Need help with that?





ALICIA



No… I can handle- 

Alicia bumps into a man walking his dogs





ALICIA



Whoa… 

Alicia falls to the ground… 





THING



Hey let me help you up… 

Thing helps her up once again… 





ALICIA

I’m sorry, I must be tying you down… wouldn’t blame you though, if you didn’t want to be spotted with me.



THING

Spotted with you?  You kidding me?  You’re the most attractive girl in this city… who am I to judge… 



ALICIA

You really think so?



THING

Yeah… from the moment laid my eyes… 



ALICIA

You’re the first person to say that… usually I’m considered to be a- 



ALICIA AND THING

Freak… 



THING

You’re not alone… 



ALICIA

You’re hands- 


Alicia feels his hands






ALICIA (CONT’D)




They’re so ruff… 






THING




Cause they are… 


Alicia looks up towards him… 






ALICIA




What happened?  I mean it feels almost like… 






THING




Rocks?


Alicia shakes her head “yes”






THING




Long story… 


Alicia smiles






ALICIA

Well, I don’t have a long time to talk… but, hey- why don’t you come by tonight at the art museum on fiftieth… 



THING

You’re an artist?



ALICIA

Wasn’t born blind you know- 



THING

Fascinating… 



ALICIA

But, really- have to run, see you tonight… 



THING

What time?



ALICIA

8.



THING

See you there-

Thing watches Alicia walk away and then eventually she trips again… 





ALICIA



I can handle it… 

Thing smiles… or is it Ben Grimm.

EXT. ART MUSEUM- NIGHT

At night the trees were visible and the mix of blue and yellow lights up the art museum… outside there was a sign that reads… ALICIA MASTERS ART EXHIBIT.

INT. ART MUSEUM- AUDITORIUM

Inside the auditorium, there weren’t that many people… but in center row there was Reed Richards, Susan Storm and the Thing… Alicia clears her throat… 






ALICIA

When I was four my dad died, he was hit by a car.  The driver was drunk, my father was blind.  Two years later I was diagnosed as well… knowing that there wasn’t much time my mother, out of fear as much as love… told me that I would have to learn everything a normal person can… I would have to be mature about the whole situation, looking around me… the last sunset, the last clouds, the last green of the grass- the last look towards a boy… 


(she chuckles)

But, most importantly of all- she taught me how to live, to never let my deformity get in the way and I never have.  I’m seeing someone now, or at least as close as I can see them… 

Thing smiles, but no one else knew what she meant- besides Reeds and Sue, of course.






ALICIA

But, enough with my life- one of the things I was taught was art, my mother was an artist… a sculptor.  She designed many fascinating wonders that I wish I could still see… many of the pieces of art which I have made myself, I have never got to look at myself… sometimes it has to make you wonder… 

INT. ART MUSEUM- EXHIBIT

The Thing is walking towards Alicia, while the people around them look towards the fascinating pieces of art.





ALICIA (O.C.)



How do I go on with my life?

The Thing taps Alicia on the shoulders…





ALICIA (O.C.)



How do I live?

Alicia turns around and looks up towards the Thing





ALICIA (O.C.)



I just… do- 

Alicia smiles.





ALICIA



Hey-





THING



Hey… 

Alicia attempts to brush away her hair… 





ALICIA



I didn’t know if you would come.





THING



You kiddin’?  I wouldn’t miss it for the world… 

Alicia smiles.  The camera zooms back to see Reed and Sue looking at the art, but through the mirror seeing Alicia and Thing talking.





SUE



He looks so happy right now… 





REED



He finally found someone he loves… 





SUE



It makes me sad thinking about it… 

Sue leans against the glass case looking over towards Thing and Alicia… 





SUE

How lonely he is every time else… how he looks at himself in the mirror- with horror.

Reed stretches his arm to take a cup of wine from the drinks, he brings it back and drinks it.





REED



Don’t worry about him Sue





SUE



I just can’t help it…





REED



I know, but pity is just as bad as ostracizing him.





SUE



Then just… what should I do?





REED

Look towards him like you always did before the space mission… 



SUE

As a friend.


Reed shakes his head yes… 






REED




As a friend…

In the background we are able to see another man in a tux, black stylish hair… same age as Reed Richards… he had no scars, his name was Victor Von Doom… we focus in on his face- no… no major scars… only one… under his right eye was a minor dent… Victor hid his scars, for the scars the deformed him- unlike Thing and Torch and the rest of the four was inside of him… Victor was pure evil, his scars of emotion gained through his difficult childhood… Victor looks over towards Reed with recognition, he knew him long ago… 

EXT. DOOM HEADQUARTER- DAY

The building was gigantic, in size it would even challenge the empire states building… the top was formed in a stylish castle looking, the walls at the very top slanting in… similar to that of a coned top of a tower.  The windows were tinted expensive green.  But, there was still something odd with the cone topped roof of Doom Headquarters, there was a slant between the two sides of the building roof.  A crack that seems like an opening… the top had no windows it just had a gigantic D.  But inside of this D was another window, pitch black- no way to see in or out.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- MEETING ROOM

Victor was in a green business suit looking back and forth between his two trusted board members were in the room sitting, and then the door opens to show another board member walk in.  






VICTOR




Good morning.


The board member was Kyle.






KYLE




I’m sorry I’m late… 






VICTOR




So am I.


Kyle walks over to take a seat.






VICTOR




Stand up Kyle.


Kyle stands up questioningly






VICTOR




Walk towards me… 






KYLE




What do you want?






VICTOR




Why were you late?






KYLE




I… I… 






VICTOR




Well?


Kyle remains quiet






VICTOR




Silence, is very deadly.

Victor takes out a gun and shoots Kyle in the leg, Kyle falls down- the two board members are startled… Victor kneels next to Kyle and unbuttons his shirt, Kyle tries to stop him… but, yet is unable. Kyle was wearing a wire… Doom angrily looks up towards the two board members in their seats





VICTOR

Just a lesson of authority, never undermine me… or you’ll wind up like him… 


(he grins looking towards the two men)

Understood?


A guard walks in, Victor looks towards him.






VICTOR

Finally… take this man to the chambers, you know what to do.


The guard drags Kyle out of the room.






VICTOR




As I was saying.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- ELEVATOR

Victor is in the elevator bringing brought up to the 100th floor.  The elevator doors open and he walks out.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- BASE OF OPERATIONS

The base was a highly mechanical room, in it was a hallway… Victor takes it.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- CHAMBERS

Victor enters another room that holds a circular machine, Kyle was strapped to it by chains, it almost resembled the De Vinci painting of “man” in a creepy way.  Victor grins as he looks towards Kyle, who was shirtless… 






VICTOR




So… you decided to turn me in?






KYLE




It’s not like that Dr. Doom- honest.






VICTOR




It’s not?

Victor’s eyes dart back and forth and then he laughs… Victor walks towards a machine and he presses a button… all of a sudden a poking rod comes out of the machine behind Kyle… Kyle screams in pain- now it’s more clear… the nail from behind injects itself further.





VICTOR



Then why wear a wire?





KYLE



Please let me go.

Victor smiles





VICTOR



Wrong answer.

Another nail comes in towards Kyle.  Kyle winces in pain.






VICTOR




The truth will set you free… 


Kyle remains quiet… 






VICTOR




What do they know about me?






KYLE




Nothing.






VICTOR




You lie.






KYLE




I swear, they just have a hunch Dr. Doom- honest






VICTOR

Well, as long as you’re telling the truth I guess I can let you live for a short time after all… tell me- do you like heights?

Kyle is confused by the question… Victor presses another button and the window behind him opens up, the window was in the design of a D.  The machine drives forward so that Kyle is facing the window.  Victor walks behind him and un-attaches the leg chains and then the arms… Kyle holds onto a chain for dear life.





VICTOR



Don’t worry it’s not too far of a fall.

Victor takes Kyle’s hand and throws it off of the chain and Kyle plummets down to the city below.  We can hear a car crash upon collision… the machine backs up and Victor walks towards the window and looks out.

EXT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS

Out of the D stands Victor looking over the city in front of him smiling.

EXT. NEW YORK CITY


The busy streets of New York City.

INT. NYU COLLEGE- HISTORY CLASS ROOM


John was looking down towards Julia… 






PROFESSOR




Latveria

Then the Professor continues in mute, John keeps his eyes on Julia and she looks back up towards him and smiles.

INT. NYU COLLEGE- HALLWAYS

Julia was walking away from the classroom when she heard John following her.






JULIA




I know you’re there… 


John grins






JOHN




You do?


Julia turns towards him.






JULIA




You were following me… 


John gives a look of guilt






JULIA




Why?






JOHN




The truth… or the romantic version?






JULIA




Romantic






JOHN

Well, let’s see… since I laid my eyes on you- I couldn’t get you out of my mind even when I was staring into the eyes of a 100 ft. fearsome monster… 






JULIA




Ok?  Was that a complement? 






JOHN

What?  Oh that, I wasn’t talking about you… the 100 ft. monster- I mean.


Julia looks more confused then ever… 






JOHN

Let me start over… ever since I saw you, you were on my mind- so here I am… I was wondering, if you would want to catch a bite to eat… you know at a local diner or something?



JULIA

Yeah… that would be fun.



JOHN

You’re serious- right?



JULIA

Why wouldn’t I be?



JOHN

Great!!!  What days good?



JULIA

I don’t ever have anything important going on… 



JOHN

Ok… so does tomorrow work for you?  Around 2?



JULIA

Yeah, sure… ok-


John smiles.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR MARKETING OFFICE


Lyle looks back and forth… 






LYLE

Reed… by looking at the charts, the Four’s popularity count has recently gone down a hell of a lot of quotas since last week… I’m talking about a major drop- if we don’t do anything… it’s likely that someday the FF will be completely forgotten… 


Reed looks around… 






REED

How long until we fall off the face of the earth, so to speak?



LYLE

Statistically… one- month.


Reed’s jaw drops






REED

I’ve always trusted you in the past… what do you think the best course of action would be?



LYLE

I could send in an agent, you know to scope out the place… you could show him around- how the team works, then he would report back to us and we can all work on the best suitable way to fix this problem immediately… 



REED

By the latest when can this agent be arriving?



LYLE

Two days tops… it’s your choice Reeds.



REED

It’s the only choice I have, send him in.






LYLE

Good news, Richards… I’ll be sending in my son- William.



REED




He’s only 17 right?






LYLE

18 to be exact, but these are the summer months… and some day he’ll be my replacement… make him feel welcome.



REED

I’ll be sure to inform the team.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- JOHN’S BEDROOM

John’s room was that of a normal teenager who just happened to be a celebrity… the music in his room was blasting at intense volumes.  He was at his desk staring off into no where.  Then, he lifts his hand and he looks at it with hatred… flames start to ignite out of it and he closes his eyes.

INT. SPACE SHUTTLE- FLASH BACK

All four of the FF were in the Space shuttle getting knocked around… then we quickly hear a buzzing noise, that of a doorbell.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEAQUARTERS- FRONT ENTRANCE

William exits off of the elevator and looks around the headquarters in amazement.






WILLIAM




Wo… this place is amazing.


Reed walks towards him and then he stops.






REED




You think?






WILLIAM




This place Mr. Richards- this technology… it’s






REED




Out of this world?


William shakes his head yes… 






REED




I know… because it is.


The see-through door opens up between them.






REED




Follow me. 

William walks towards Reed and through the door.  The door closes automatically and becomes the texture and color of the walls around them.  William looks back shocked by the recent discovery.





WILLIAM



Wo…





REED

The door, I would say is one of the best security systems I have here, 100% invisible to the human eye… there’s only four people who can come in or out of that door.

They reach a dead end, Reed puts his hand onto a hand-scanning machine and an elevator door opens up in front of them.  

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- HALLWAY


The elevator door opens and William and Reed walk out… 






REED




Welcome to the Fantastic Four headquarters… 

Sue walks towards Reed and then stops and motions towards William… 





SUE



Who is he?





REED

Sue… this is William Shertzer, the son of our publicity agent.  He’s come to help us, all of us, tie loose ends.


Sue raises her eyebrow






SUE




Hi…






REED




Is Ben or John here?






SUE

No, he’s out with Alicia… and John, well- he’s in his room.  


Reed shakes his head “ok” and begins to move towards John’s room






SUE




Honey… 


Reed stops and looks towards her






REED




Yeah?






SUE




I wouldn’t interrupt him, if I were you… 






REED




Don’t worry… nothing will happen.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- JOHN’S BEDROOM

John was still studying his hand when Reed walks in without knocking, William was standing exactly behind him. John looks up towards Reed in anger.





JOHN



Don’t you knock?… Who’s he?

William steps forward





WILLIAM

William Shertzer… I’ve heard a lot of great things about you.



JOHN

Yeah?… I’m used to it.



REED

John, Will has come to help us settle some publicity… 



JOHN

The public loves me Reed, I’m their hero.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- LIVING ROOM


Thing walks towards Sue.






SUE




I’m worried about Reed, Ben






THING




What’s there to worry about?






SUE

Not even a week ago, Reed didn’t even care about our Q-rating… now he’s bringing in some guy to fix up our public image.



THING

Huh?  That’s really strange for a man that once said he never cared for… cared to be a celebrity.



SUE

I just wish he would let me in, tell me what’s troubling him.



THING

Give him some time Suzie… I’m sure Reed will know exactly what to do, he always does.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- REED’S OFFICE

Reed was sitting in his chair, and Will was sitting in front of him…






WILLIAM




I’m curious… 


Reed looks towards him…






WILLIAM

My father said that you never once cared for your personal public image



REED

Yeah?



WILLIAM

Then why care now?


Reed closes his eyes… 






REED




It’s something you could never understand… 






WILLIAM




I think it might help Mr. Richards.

Reed stands up and he looks towards an image of the FF in their space uniforms on a space shuttle, a long time ago- back before they even got their powers.





REED



Once there was a very intelligent man that… 




(he closes his eyes in shame)

Made a very stupid decision, due to his arrogance… 


(he looks back towards William)

Without the proper preparation or shielding… 

William stands up and walks over towards the picture Reed was focusing on, the picture contained the FF in their space uniforms before taking the shuttle that would change their lives… forever.





REED

I took them through a wave of radiation that made them all what they are today… it’s my fault, the guilt that I live with each and every day I wake up is unbearable… they were my friends, I ruined their lives.  If it wasn’t for the publicity, I knew that someday we would have become lab specimens… or worse… so I made the world see them for what they were.  The three best and bravest people anyone could hope to meet; so, I refused to operate in secret, gave them a home in the city, costumes, a flying car, and outlandish names… but, that’s what makes headlines.  I knew that what I was doing would keep people from fearing… us, I feel like the only way I can forgive myself, is that in exchange for this curse I gave them… they can also gain the love of the people, become celebrities… maybe someday- I will feel free.


William remains quiet and Reed leaves the office… 

EXT. NYU MAIN CAMPUS- DAY

We see cars and people go walking by, and Julia is there waiting looking back and forth… John is walking towards her.  Julia waves towards him and John smiles.

EXT. NEW YORK CITY DINER-DAY

INT. NEW YORK CITY DINER

John and Julia were both eating, John however was eating in a hurry… which led him to say.






JOHN




So… 





(food drips down his mouth)




What do you think?


Julia looks towards him in semi-disgust






JULIA




You have a ketchup- 





(motions towards the corner of her mouth)




Right here… 


John’s eyes dart back and forth… ok?






JOHN




Oh… 





(wipes away the ketchup)


Julia sighs out of relief… 






JULIA




This place is alright… 

Julia looks around, the first time we are able to see around the diner- it was deserted… 





JULIA



Really isolated though… 





JOHN



Trust me it’s better this way… people know me.





JULIA



People know you?





JOHN



As I said





JULIA



What kind of people?

The waiter comes back to the table… 





WAITER

John, man- I was wondering if you could just give me an autograph… 

John sighs and looks up towards the waiter, he takes a picture out of his coat and hands it over to the waiter… 





WAITER



Thanks a lot man!!!!

The waiter walks away…





JOHN



Don’t mention it… 

John looks back towards Julia in the “I told you so” look





JULIA



You weren’t lying





JOHN



Do I look like a liar to you?





JULIA



Hard to judge.

John grins





JOHN

It’s nice having someone new in the city… you don’t even know who I am.  Do you know that I used to love the cameras going off, the autographs… All the girls loved me, all the guys… well, they wanted to be me.  But, when I’m with you- it’s almost like I can finally just be myself… and I like it, I like how I feel when I’m around you, you might think I’m crazy when I say this- but, when I’m with you… I’m free.



JULIA

Yeah?  When I first met you I knew there was something off… 


John was taken aback by it… 






JULIA




I meant it as a complement… 


John was even more confused than before






JOHN




Uh-huh… well… 

Before John could finish a bunch of teens knock on the glass window next to them… John looks towards them and then quickly turns his head away…





JOHN



Just look away, it’s worse if you acknowledge them… 

The front doors open… and the ten teens come barreling in.  Five guys with their girl friends… 





JOHN



I’m really sorry about this.

The camera zooms back through the window and then swerves the corner so that we can see a bank.  

INT. NEW YORK CITY BANK

We see bank robbers stationed all around the bank… there were three in total.






ROBBER#1

I’d like to thank you all on the behalf of our beloved New York City, now no body scream or shout for the police and we will all have a pleasant evening, alrighty? 

Robber#1 smiles and looks towards the other robbers and motions for them to follow him up the stair way.

EXT. NEW YORK CITY BANK- 50TH FLOOR


Two robbers exit and board onto a helicopter

EXT. NEW YORK CITY DINER


John was still signing the autographs when he hears a man scream






MAN




Help!!!!  Police!!!!  We have an emergency!!!! 

John looks up and out the window… some of the boys tap their girl friend on the shoulder and one comes out to even say.





BOY



Watch this.

John looks towards Julia





JOHN



I’m sorry I have to go… 





JULIA



See you at school tomorrow? 





JOHN



I’ll be there.

John takes off running out of the diner





JULIA



Wait John… the bill





WAITER



On the house.





JULIA



Hmm… 

Meanwhile outside John is still running then he stops and jumps up into the air and bursts into flames





TEENS (ADD LIB)



Cool… flame on!!!! … He is soooo amazing!!!!!

The boy whose girl friend says he is “so amazing” gives her a look as though he was a rejection. 

EXT. NEW YORK CITY DINER

Torch looks up into the air as the helicopter flies off over his head, Torch takes off into the air and begins to fly towards the escaping helicopter… the helicopter flies close to the ground, also dangerously close… Torch flies straight towards it and then he finally reaches a parallel point…





TORCH



Do you even have a license?

The helicopter flies straight up into the air… 





TORCH



Hey don’t run off that fast… come on!!!!

The Torch flies up straight into the air and towards the helicopter… the helicopter dodges a construction site zone and dives straight back down, Torch following right behind it covered by plasma… 





TORCH



How did I get into this?

Torch flies forward as fast as he can and then he grabs onto the tail of the helicopter.  The helicopter bashes him straight into a wall… 





TORCH

Agh!!!!  Hey fella’s little driver’s control would be helpful.

Torch flies straight towards the pilot seat and yells





TORCH



Land!!!!

The pilot ignores him… 





TORCH



Don’t say I didn’t warn you pal… 

Torch yanks out the pilot and throws him down… Torch next easily gets into the front seat… Torch reverts back into John’s non flaming form.





JOHN



How do I drive this?

The robber raises his eyebrow and throws himself out.





JOHN



Great help you were.

All of a sudden the helicopter doors close automatically and they lock… 





JOHN



What the hell?

A TV screen flips down in front.  Then it turns on it was Victor who was on the screen… 





VICTOR

Well, glad to see you found my invitation… I’ll be seeing you soon- but, in the mean time enjoy the ride… 

The screen folds back up and then the helicopter picks up speed faster and flies straight into the air… John pushed against the seat by the impact of the speed… the helicopter takes a quick turn, we next see that the blades have disappeared… the helicopter spins like a tornado as John is knocked around… John is soon brought back to a standing position in his seat… he fastens his seat belt.  Next he searches his pockets for the FF watch… 





JOHN



Shit!!!!!!  Where’s my communicator when I need it!

John looks back up and the helicopter was at the Statue of Liberty!!!!





VICTOR (O.C.)

I hope you fastened your seat belt already… because this is going to be one bumpy ride.

Flames ignite from the back of the helicopter and the helicopter goes shooting straight towards the statue of liberty… the helicopter all of a sudden fails power and dives straight down into the water.  It hits the water below at a jolt.





VICTOR (O.C.)



Sorry about the impact… 

The helicopter once again begins to fly up and towards the head of lady liberty… and then it takes a quick spin and loops around the flame and high speeds





VICTOR (O.C.)



Quite ironic isn’t it… 

The torch erupts in fire and the helicopter goes flying through it… 





VICTOR (O.C.)



You having fun yet Torch?





JOHN

I’ll let you know when I get there, by pounding you into oblivion… 



VICTOR (O.C.)

I mean you no harm, I do not wish to fight, not now.

All of a sudden the front window closes and everything is pitch black… green gas ventilates into the craft and John closes his eyes.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- HELIPAD

The Helicopter flies through a hatch and lands, the doors open up and the top folds back… John was sitting in the seat, rubbing his eyes with his hands and he sees Victor looking down upon him.






JOHN




Where am I?


Victor grins






VICTOR




Follow me… 

John stands up and follows Victor towards a large open area filled with metal.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- BASE OF OPERATIONS






JOHN




So, what do you want from me?






VICTOR




Nothing… you think I’m the bad guy don’t you?


John raises his eyebrows as if to say “aren’t you?”






JOHN




Then why bring me here?






VICTOR




I just have some advice… 






JOHN




Oh really






VICTOR

Seems to me that after that space shuttle crash of yours… you have dramatically changed… 



JOHN

Ok… tell me something I don’t know.



VICTOR

Do you remember your life before the accident?



JOHN

Yeah, I was in 12th grade about to graduate… my sister asked me to come along on a trip to the moon… to find a new home… I came, I lost everything that I ever wanted.



VICTOR

And what exactly did you lose?



JOHN

Freedom… 



VICTOR

Agh- the one magic word… freedom, but after you changed… 



JOHN

Due to Reed’s miscalculations



VICTOR

What happened?



JOHN

He decided to form some team of heroes, the four of us were to be looked up upon for our distinct bravery… since then he’s been monitoring me, every single thing I do… every single thing I say.



VICTOR

And how exactly does that make you feel?  Being controlled?  Losing that… freedom?



JOHN

Angry, really angry… I mean, it was his god damn fault!!!!!  It was his mission, his failure!!! It’s his responsibility… not mine!  But, yet he acts like it’s my fault, no, no, not just mine- everybody’s fault… the four of us… since we came back, since all of this happened he thinks that we have to use these powers to help man kind or something… 



VICTOR

And how does that make you feel?  Giving all of your time into saving people?



JOHN

It feels like… I’m trapped, it feels like I have no freedom, no control over what I can do… as though the day that space shuttle crashed, was the die Johnny Storm died.



VICTOR

Tell me about Reed Richards



JOHN

He’s the leader, he lets no one act above him, he needs control at all times… he’s the voice of the four, without him we would all be free to do what we wanted, to not worry about what happens to every god damn person in this forsaken city.



VICTOR

You’re sister… 



JOHN

The invisible girl, yeah- huh… she’s something alright… Reed has won over her heart, he thinks he’s all Mr. Fantastic and what not… but, I’ll tell you this though- and since we’re related by blood I can say this, she isn’t much of a fighter… everything we do, she can never keep up… for some reason she always has to be saved… 



VICTOR

Lastly what can you tell me about Ben Grimm?



JOHN

Ol’ rock head… he gets all, “I’m the ugly one of the group.”  It’s enough to make you puke, he has a girl friend… 



VICTOR

He has a girl friend?



JOHN

Yeah, frankly I think it’s out of pity- she’s blind, in more ways than one… Alicia Masters.  Let me tell you this though, he would do anything to be normal again- especially for her, anything.



VICTOR

You’re quite informative, have you ever thought about giving up being the Human Torch?  And just being yourself… if you quit, he has no more control over you, if and when you do quit that freedom that you long for will be yours.



JOHN

Just one last question… who are you?



VICTOR

Victor…

Victor grabs a metal mask from out of his coat pocket and he puts it on… 






JOHN




What’s that for?

Victor grins and the doors around them shut as green gas is ventilated into the room… John falls to the ground.  The gas stops and the doors open… Victor takes off the mask and looks towards his guard who was waiting outside of the room…





VICTOR

Bring him back to the Fantastic Four and make sure he thinks this whole conversation… was only a dream.

The guard walks over to pick up John and carry him out

EXT. MANHATTAN PARK


John opens his eyes to find himself laying under a tree.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- MAIN COMMUNICATIONS ROOM


Reed was looking up towards Charles… 






CHARLES




He is safe Reed, he’s an adult now.






REED




I know that, it’s just… 


John walks in and looks towards Charles






CHARLES

Well, look at the time Richards- I really have to be leaving now for a meeting.



REED

Keep in touch.


The transmission feed ends, Reed looks towards John






REED




Where were you?


John bites down on his jaw and remains mute






REED

Because, when this city needed the Fantastic Four, they all asked what happened to the Human Torch.  Personally, I’d like to know before it hits the press.






JOHN




I was busy… 






REED




Busy is a term that means nothing.






JOHN




Just drop it will yah…






REED

John.  Tell me where you were when this city needed you the most.



JOHN

I was on a date.



REED

Is that all you remember?



JOHN

Yes, it is- 



REED

I tried calling you on your communicator, but when I was connecting- I heard this 


(picks up John’s communicator)

What do I always tell you?



JOHN

To never forget it… 



REED

And do you think I say that just for my health?



JOHN

I’m sorry ok.



REED

Leave.



JOHN

What!!!



REED

Just get out of my face John… go- 

John shakes his head in anger and storms out of the room.  Susan heard the whole conversation.





SUSAN



What was that about?

Reed looks back towards her.





REED



He should know better Sue, he’s 21 years old.





SUSAN



Everyone makes mistakes Reed.





REED



He almost jeopardized the exact thing we stand for. 


Susan is about to speak when William walks in.






WILLIAM

Reed, Ben told me to tell you that the transportation device is uploaded.


Reed looks towards Sue






REED




Sue, just… get him will you?


Reed and William walk out of the room

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- HALLWAYS

Sue opens the door to John’s bedroom, he wasn’t there… then she looks to her right to see John standing there looking at her. His eyes were full of remorse for his mistake that he wish he could have taken back, but words could not comprehend exactly what Johnny Storm was saying.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR INTERMENTIONAL VEHICLE 

We zoom out from Johnny Storm to find him next in the teleportation vehicle, sitting next to him was the quivering William Shertzer, then to his right was the Thing.  Sue looks back towards William…






SUSAN




Are you guys cold back there?


William continues to shiver






JOHNNY




Nope… 






THING




It sure is getting hot in here though Suzie.






WILLIAM




Agh… Mrs. Storm.


Sue looks back towards him






SUSAN




Yes?






WILLIAM




Where exactly are we?


Reed grins from the driver’s seat.






REED

We, are on a mission Will… just lean back and enjoy yourself.



WILLIAM

That’s kind of hard… 


(clears his throat)

Even looking out the windows could give me nightmares… 

EXT. LEVIAVERSE

The Leviaverse’s sky was radiant purple, while lightning strikes- only in imagery shot everywhere.  But, to add to the twilight zone of all places there were insectoid creatures all around the place, these insectoids were like flies that flew around, only they were the size of King Kong or Godzilla!!!  To add to this mess of confusion was also a large spheroid piece of land mass in the middle of nowhere, where lots of these insectoids took up space.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR INTERMENTIONAL VEHICLE






REED




Agh… relax- it’s just our Sunday drive.






WILLIAM




You guys do this kinda stuff every Sunday?






SUSAN




Agh… you kinda get used to it after a while Will.






JOHN




Hey Shertzer… 






WILLIAM




Yeah?






JOHN




Look behind you… 

William looks behind and out the glass window to see a insectoid flying straight at him and at the glass teeth open… <POP OUT> the insectoid hits the glass.





THING



What you have to scare the kid for Johnny?





JOHN



An’ you should talk?  Why?





THING



You just don’t have to scare the new guy John… 





JOHN



Since when did you care?  Since you met Alicia?





THING



Don’t say anything about her.





JOHN

Why?  It’s a good old fairy tale… Beauty and the Beast!!!

Thing, holding the pop still in his hands, crushes the cup and the coke spills out onto John and Shertzer, getting them both wet…





JOHN



You did that on purpose!!! 





THING



Did not!





JOHN



Did so!!!





THING



Not!





JOHN

So!  Suuuuue Ben threw his coke at me and the new kid.

Reed still facing forward stretches his head forward and then around to be facing them… 





REED



Both of you cut it out… 

Susan looks towards William





SUSAN



Stuff like this happens all the time.





JOHN AND THING



Yes Reed.

Reed stretches back into normal position… and John pokes Ben.





THING



Cut it shrimp!





REED

Don’t make me turn this intermentional transport around.





JOHN



Fine by me.


Reed turns his head around






REED




John…






SUSAN




Reed keep your eyes on the road!!!!


Will begins to shake out of fear… 






REED




What is it?

EXT. LEVIAVERSE

The intermentional transporter, or the I.T. drives straight towards the sphere surface… 






REED (O.C.)




Everyone hang on!!!!

POV. INTERMENTIONAL TRANSPORTER

The I.T. is about to hit the wall, then all of a sudden it pulls up at sharp and fast speeds… insectoids chase after the vehicle, until it reaches the area above the surface, I.T. immediately halts…

INT. INTERMENTIONAL TRANSPORTER

Reed presses a button and the entire right side of the transporter opens up and Reed jumps out of the transporter, Thing shakes his head “no.”





THING



Here we go again… 

Thing jumps out of the transporter and onto the surface… John looks towards Sue.





SUSAN



I’ve got everything under control… 

John raises his eyebrow





SUSAN



Trust me… 

John jumps out of the vehicle in a diving position and then he bursts into flames.  





SUSAN



Will, when I leave just press this button here… 

Will shakes his head “okay”… Sue jumps out of the transporter and becomes invisible.

EXT. DATAVORE

The Thing lands on his two feet and the ground shakes.  Three insectoids fly towards him, the Thing dunks and then one insectoid flies over him he takes it by it’s tail and swings it around in the air and whips it at the two other insectoids and they fly off. Thing claps his hands together as if to say “a job well done”





THING



Reed, what is thing called again?





REED

Datavore… I concluded that if I was able to bioengineer… 


The Thing quickly cuts him off






THING




Datavore, got it… 

A insectoid army flies towards Reed, Reed forms his town arms together to form a hammer and then he whacks towards the insectoids to hit them away.  The camera flies forward and we wind up on the side with Johnny and Sue upside down on the service, the camera flops so that they are right-side up.  An insectoid flies straight towards Sue from behind her.





JOHN



Your boy friend, sure has some strange hobbies sis.

John shoots out a flame particle towards the insectoid behind Sue.





SUSAN



What can I say, a guy with a large brain turns me on.

John rolls his eyes… 





JOHN



If you’d never mention that again- it would be great.

INT. INTERMENTIONAL TRANSPORTER

William was sitting in the drivers seat looking forward when all of a sudden an insectoid flies towards the windshield and a part of the windshield begins to crack… 





WILLIAM



Oh great.

Will searches for buttons and presses something… the wipers on the windshield turn on… 





WILLIAM



Ok?

William presses another button and gun turrets form on the screen… Will smiles.





WILLIAM



And they say arcade games are worthless…

William presses fire and the insectoid explodes into ash.

EXT. DATAVORE

Reed was stretched out flat holding his arm onto the datavore while his other hand carried a large data chip.  





REED

By swarming the Datavore, these indigenous lifeforms are killing it—ruining months of research!!!

EXT. LEVIAVERSE


We see more insectoids flying in to attack the Fantastic Four






REED (V.O.)

They’re mindless insects merely reacting to the Datavore’s presence… 

EXT. DATAVORE

John turns around just in time to see an insectoid flying straight at him, John blasts it with fire, but it is just held in place.





JOHN



By mindless, do you mean fire proof?

INT. INTERMENTIONAL TRANSPORTER






REED (V.O.)




Clear them away- but try not to harm them.






WILLIAM




Oops… 

EXT. DATAVORE

The insectoid continues to fly straight towards John.  When the Thing arrives and punches the insectoid away.





THING



You alright?





JOHN



I could of handled it- 




(flexes his muscles)

Thing raises his eyebrow and walks away… John looks over his shoulder to make sure Thing was gone… 





JOHN



Whew… 




(laughs out of fright)

JUMP SHOT:


We see Reed impanting the data chip into the Datavore surface… 






REED




There… Sue- all done.

Reed looks up into the air to see Sue floating towards the interdimensional transporter.  The door opens and she glides in… 

INT. INTERMENTIONAL TRANSPORTER


Sue looks towards Will and clears her throat.






WILLIAM




Sorry?

EXT. LEVIAVERSE

John flies up to towards the I.T., while Ben climbs up some invisible rope, while Reed stretches his way in.





THING



Looks like you’ve got clean up Johnny boy.





JOHN



Nope, it’s your day… 





REED



Technically he’s right Ben.

INT. INTERMENTIONAL TRANSPORTER


Reed looks in towards Will… 






WILLIAM




It was a mistake?

EXT. LEVIAVERSE

The door to the intermentional transporter closes and it flies off with lightning strikes surrounding it.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- TRANSPORT BAY

Lightning strikes begin to form around the room and the transporter appears out of thin air.  We see an insectoid climb off.

EXT. SUBWAY STATION

We can see a man walking down the steps and into the subway station… the man was holding onto a brown stick and wearing a muddy brown trench coat and broken glasses.  His teeth were yellow.

INT. SUBWAY STATION

The man walks down and he is small compared to the people surrounding him.  

INT. SUBWAY STATION- LINE B

The man watches as a subway drives off and then he hops down and begins to walk again… 

INT. SUBWAY STATION- ABANDONED

The man continues to walk along the abandoned subway station and towards an empty door.  He opens it and walks in… 

INT. ABANDONED HALLWAY

There was no wallpaper, or wooden tiles- nothing but mud everywhere… 

EXT. TIMES SQUARE- NIGHT

We see the exact spot of Times Square in which the monster had attacked earlier… then the camera flies down under the ground and into

INT. SEWERS

The man continues walking and then he finds his thrown with cobwebs all over, he sits down… placing his cane on the ground he stares forward into darkness.






DOOM (O.C.)




No more… 


The man smiles… the man was known as the Mole-Man.






MOLEMAN

You all think you’re so special… so bright and beautiful.


Doom walks out from the shadows, wearing his full mask and cape.






MOLEMAN




In your cities upstairs.


Mole-man stands up and begins to slowly walk towards Doom… 






MOLEMAN




But, here there is eternal night with no morning. 


Mole-man still walks intimidatingly up towards Doom






MOLEMAN

Here the Mole-man is special… and it is you who is nothing.



DOOM

We have been business partners for how many years now?


Doom walks forward and then looks behind him towards the Mole-man






MOLEMAN




Many… but, yet you never do show your face… 






DOOM




It is better this way…






MOLEMAN

Agh… so on the inside there is innocence… but on the outside, is something more isn’t there?


Doom looks towards him.






MOLEMAN (CONT’D)




For on the outside there is evil.






DOOM




So, where are the freaks?


Mole-man frowns






MOLEMAN




No such words will ever be uttered here.

Doom looks around to see eyes from the shadows staring in towards them.





MOLEMAN



Lets take a walk.

The Mole-man walks forwards through the sewers, Doom following behind him… they both enter a door.

INT. SEWERS- DRAINAGE ROOM

In the drainage room, there was a broken down bridge on top of a raging sewer and below the surface.





MOLEMAN

Am I to suppose the Gigantian did it’s job the other day?



DOOM

Did indeed… 



MOLEMAN

So, you’ve come back… why?



DOOM

Because my plans were not to ruin Times Square.



MOLEMAN

Oh



DOOM

They were to destroy the Fantastic Four… 



MOLEMAN

And thus you set a trap… oh- sooooo clever.



DOOM

The first of many… tell me have you ever played the game dominos?



MOLEMAN

Never even heard of it… 



DOOM

The theory is quite simple, you line up a stack of dominos one right after the other- if you push one domino over they all go down… 



MOLEMAN

So, to break a team of superheroes- first you break off a piece off of the team.



DOOM

Exactly… 



MOLEMAN

Thus, still we come back to the same question- why come back to me?



DOOM

To ensure their downfall.  There is a man who I know will fit well down here, with the rest of his kind… 



MOLEMAN

We accept them, even if they don’t accept us…



DOOM

Freak motto?



MOLEMAN

No, mine.


(he grins)


Bats fly off from the ceiling.  






DOOM

The Fantastic Four will be forgotten and I will be the one who makes them so.



MOLEMAN

And for me?



DOOM

I want you to lead a pack of your so called monsters into the city… 



MOLEMAN

Into the daylight, the land of shadows, the bright land.



DOOM

Exactly.



MOLEMAN

And what in return?



DOOM

I won’t kill you… 



MOLEMAN

Actually, do you fully realize where you are?



DOOM

Yes… I do and if you think you and your band of circus freaks can stop me you’re wrong… 



MOLEMAN

Let’s see what they say… 



DOOM

You know the plan…



MOLEMAN

You spoke earlier of a monster, I know many- pardon the term, of course… who is he?



DOOM

Benjamin Grimm a.k.a. The Thing, I want you to watch him closely, him and the people he loves.



MOLEMAN

Whom does he love?



DOOM

A woman… 



MOLEMAN

A woman?  Never saw one since I was abandoned into the depths of the sewers after my parents wouldn’t accept me in as one of their own.


Doom begins to exit the sewage room






MOLEMAN




But, you also have dark secrets don’t you?


Doom stops






MOLEMAN

Don’t hide behind a metal face from who you really are, accept it- only then can you be powerful my friend… on the inside we are all scarred. 


Doom walks out… 






MOLEMAN




Hmm… 

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR OFFICES- IMAGE REASEARCH DEPARTMENT

The first frame we see is of a comic book titled F!F!  The costumes were outrageous, such as Reed wearing a metal helmet that went around his face like a tight poncho hood- only metal… Ben and Sue were in purple sunglasses and also outrageous costumes, while attached to the Human Torch were mechanical appliances which looked even more outlandish.





WILLIAM



Guy’s you must be kidding… 

The camera zooms out to show the office… he was talking to the two Image managers. The man was named Clark, the woman Melanie.





CLARK



It’s just a rough, but it’s a start… 





CLARK AND MELANIE



Fantastic Four… to the extreme!!!!





WILLIAM



Ok?





MELANIE

In addition, there should be a change to their actual costumes… 

William rolls his eyes… 





WILLIAM

Trust me, I may only be my father’s son, but still- I at least know that if they put those things on… 



CLARK AND MELANIE

Yeah?


They wait a beat…






WILLIAM




They’ll look like circus performers… 






CLARK




Nope… it’s rad






MELANIE




Hip






WILLIAM




Groovy?





(he grins)

I can show it to them, but I’m telling you guys they’re not gonna buy.



MELANIE

Mm-Hmm… just see what they think… 



WILLIAM

They’re definitely not going to like this.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- UNIFORM ROOM

In the room there were uniforms of the Fantastic Four, but also right now the Fantastic Four were standing in their costumes… all looking embarrassed… 





TORCH



Agh… one question- are we on candid camera?





THING



I get ya John… we have a new show on MTV?





WILLIAM

Not exactly, they want you to wear these… while you’re fighting crime… 



TORCH

No… ugh- ugh… no one’s gonna see me in this thing



THING

You sure this isn’t a prank or anything?



REED

We already have uniforms… 



SUSAN

Besides, it looks like I just stepped out of the eighties… 



WILLIAM

Exactly what I said.

EXT. TIMES SQUARE

[“OUR LIVES” MUSIC BEGINS]

We see John walking down the street with Julia wrapped around his arm… he holds on close to her… she looks up towards him and then a fan runs towards him holding a pen… he sighs out and signs his piece of paper.






JOHNNY




Why don’t you go sell that off e-bay or something?


Julia looks towards John, he shrugs.

EXT. STATUE OF LIBERTY

Torch holds onto Julia with one hand as they go flying through the Statue of Liberty… then John sets Julia onto the Statue’s head and he lands… Julia smiles and John kisses her.

EXT. FERRY RIDE TO LIBERTY

A five year old boy points up to the top of the statue of liberty 

to see John and Julia ontop…






BOY




Hero.

EXT. MANHATTAN PARK- NIGHT

John sits on the bench with his arm around Julia… he looks towards her and then away.  She notices the attention and lays her head down on his chest.  John smiles… 






JOHN




I want to show you something… 






JULIA




Hmmm…?


Julia looks up towards him and Julia sits back up… 






JOHN




Close your eyes… 






JULIA




Uh- uh… 






JOHN




Come on… 






JULIA




Alright… 

Julia closes her eyes and John stands up, putting out his hand- fire explodes from it and shoots off into the night sky… 





JOHN



You can open them… 

Julia opens her eyes and looks towards him, then she looks towards the sky- written in fire were the words I LOVE YOU 





JULIA



Do you do this for all your girl friends… 

John walks towards her and sits back down… 





JOHN



Depends… 





JULIA



On what?

John and Julia lean in towards each other… 





JOHN



If I mean it… 





JULIA



And do you?

John and Julia kiss… 






JOHN




I do… 

EXT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS


John points up towards the headquarters above them… 






JOHN




The Baxtler building.


John smiles… 

INT. ART GALLERY

Thing walks up towards Alicia wearing a tuxedo.  Alicia turns around and Ben smiles.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- REED’S BEDROOM


Reed was in the bathroom when Sue walks in… 






SUSAN




Reed… 


Reed walks out towards her in a white shirt and pajama pants






REED




Yeah?






SUSAN




I’m scarred… 






REED




Why would you be scarred?






SUSAN

It just seems to me that somewhere along the line… something is going to happen, something big- I can sense it coming, something that will test us… all of us… 


Reed wraps his arm around her and kisses her on the cheek… 






REED




Hey, nothing’s going to happen ok.  I promise


Sue looks up into his eyes.

INT. LATE NIGHT WITH JAY LENO


Jay is sitting at his desk… 






JAY

So, let’s bring him on out… he’s a really famous celebrity in New York, I’m sure you’ve all heart of him… Johnny Storm a.k.a The Human Torch- I just hope he doesn’t torch the place… well, here he is…

John walks out onto the stage and he shakes hands with Jay and sits down.





JAY

So everybody’s dieing to hear the rumors… is it true that you’re actually not single anymore?



JOHN

Yeah… actually- if you can get the camera on her right there. 


(points towards Julia in the audience)

But, I’m still America’s number one bachelor.



JAY

For those who don’t know you I was hoping that you could give us a live demonstration… 



JOHN

Is this place fire-proof?



JAY

Hey Kevin is this room fire-proof?



KEVIN

I don’t know man… 


(he laughs)



JAY

So here we are and the Human Torch is going to give us a demonstration of his powers… 

John sits there and then all of a sudden his hair catches on fire… 





JAY

Pretty impressive… pretty impressive, we will be back after these messages.

Jay and John shake hands.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- JOHN’S BEDROOM

John is sleeping in his bed and we can see that sweat is poring down off of him in fear… 






DOOM (V.O.)

You ever thought about giving up being the Human Torch?  And just being yourself… 

JUMP CUT TO:

EXT. MANHATTAN PARK

John and Julia are having their caricature drawn by a local vender. 



DOOM (V.O.)

If you quit, he has no more control over you

JUMP CUT TO:

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- HALLWAYS

Reed looks towards the screen, but we can tell that he is looking towards John upset.






DOOM (V.O.)

If and when you do quit that freedom that you long for will be yours.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS

The camera goes flying back through the hallways of the Fantastic Four and out of the door… the door closes and we are outside of the headquarters and just in an empty entrance room.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- JOHN’S BEDROOM

John wakes up startled and looks around the room, he was alone.  He looks towards the caricature drawn of him and Julia and he smiles.  

[MUSIC ENDS HERE]

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- MAIN COMMUNICATIONS ROOM


Charles was on the communication feed with Reed






REED

The other day mayor… Susan said that we should expect the worst and that got me thinking… 






CHARLES

Why has for the past two weeks after the attack on Times Square been so quiet?



REED

There has to be some reason… some major attack coming our way, but what frightens me the most mayor is that we don’t know they’re strategy how are they going to attack?


John walks in and looks towards Reed.






REED




John… 


John remains quiet






REED




I’m sorry mayor, I’ll call you right back.


Reed turns around to face John… 






REED




What’s on your mind?






JOHN




I came to tell you that I quit.


Reed’s jaw drops.






REED




You quit?  Quit school?  Quit your job?






JOHN




Quit the team.


Reed try’s to maintain balance… 






REED




In a man’s life he needs responsibility. 






JOHN




Responsibility?  Where was yours two years ago?


Reed bites his jaw… 






REED




John listen… 






JOHN

No, I’ve been listening to what you’ve had to say for too long Reeds. Let me tell you something, when I agreed to come with my sister on you’re stupid rant about colonization on the moon… I believed that you knew exactly what you were talking about.  I didn’t know that you would fail- like you always fail!  You know what- I’ve had enough, I’m bailing ok- that’s it.



REED

John if you leave who will be there tomorrow or the next day, or the day after that to maintain this city’s way of life.



JOHN

That’s it right there Reed… I mean enough with this stupid “I’m going to save the world” attitude alright?  It’s not like we make a difference, the world is a shit hole and it will always be a shit hole, nothing anyone can ever do will change that fact.  So… so tell me why should I stay?



REED

Because we’re a team and that’s what teams do they stick with each other even through the rough.



JOHN

What? Are you trying to be my father Reed?  I already have a father, alright- I’m a man Reed, I’m 21 years old… when I was in high school I had dreams ok, maybe they didn’t equal the height of what you had dreamed to do for the world… but, I had nothing to do with that- you pulled me into it, into this life ok?  And I don’t want this life anymore. Fantastic Four no more.  This is who I am, who I will always be- in high school I had freedom and I want that freedom back… I’m outta here.



REED

John…



JOHN

To hell with the Fantastic Four… I quit.



REED

You can’t quit



JOHN

Oh yeah?  Watch me!!!!


John turns his back.






REED

And what am I supposed to tell the whole city when they wake up and realize that there is one less super hero.



JOHN

Tell them that you failed.

John walks out of the room and Reed is left there alone, the communications clicks back on.





CHARLES



Dr. Richards are you there?  Reed?

Reed turns around towards Charles





REED



Yes… I’m here.



EXT. ALLEYWAYS- NIGHT-RAINING

John walks down an alleyway wearing a dark brown poncho, rain comes pouring down onto him.





SUSAN (V.O.)



Hey Reed… 

John continues to walk down the alleyway and then two men with knives jump out from no where and walk towards him… 





CROOK1



Hey what you got there boy?

John frowns.





REED (V.O.)



He’s gone.





CROOK2



You have money boy don’t you?





THING (V.O.)



What do you mean gone?

John continues to walk forward through the alleyway





CROOK1



Hey I’m talking to you kid.

John takes off the hood of his poncho and stares towards the crooks.





JOHN

I know you are, so?  Am I supposed to empty my pockets now and cry begging you to not hurt me?


The two crooks are puzzled






REED (V.O.)




He quit the team… 


John stares forward and a firey sphere forms… 






CROOK1 




Let’s get out of here man!

The two crooks run off… John closes his eyes and puts his hood back on.






THING (V.O.)




We’re the Fantastic Three.


John continues to walk forward in the rain.






CARNIVAL MAN (V.O.)




Step right up… 

TRANSITION TO:

EXT. NEW YORK- CARNIVAL- RAINING AFFTERNOON

The Thing and Alicia are at the Carnival enjoying the sights around them… 





CARNIVAL MAN 



And let me guess how old you are, what you weigh… 

As the Thing and Alicia get farther away the Carnival man begins to dissolve into mute… 





MOLE-MAN



We have them freaks!!!!

The Thing stops and lowers his head, Alicia looks back towards him… 





MOLE-MAN

Come and see them at a carnival show of freaks ladies and gentleman, we have snake boy, woof woof girl and of course my favorite metal man, so come on down!

The Thing looks towards the Freaks show tent





ALICIA



What is it Ben?  

Thing begins to walk off towards it… 






ALICIA




Ben where are you?


People point and quiver away in fear… 






AUDIENCE (ADD-LIBS)




Look at him… haha… freak!…monster!!

Mole-Man smiles looking towards the Thing who was walking towards him…





MOLE-MAN

Ooooooh seems like one escaped, huh what bout’ it mister?  You’re one of them ain’t you?

Alicia runs up towards Ben





ALICIA



Forget them- you’re better than this… 





THING



Hey buddy, why don’t you cut the act!!!!





MOLE-MAN

Ladies and gentlemen… look like we have found two freaks right here… 


(he whispers)

Cue the music


Circus music begins to play






MOLE-MAN

One is blind and the other is made of stone!  Quite interesting indeed… so did you two escape from here or was the zoo by any chance?


Mole-Man goes in to kiss Alicia’s hand






ALICIA




Get away from me… 






MOLE-MAN

You’re not a freak my dear, just misunderstood- we are all freaks in this little town.



THING

Hey tiny, why don’t you leave me and the lady alone huh?



MOLE-MAN

Tiny, eh?  I’m used to that one… what about you?


Thing bites his jaw… 






MOLE-MAN




Ooooh… I’ve hit a nerve haven’t I?






THING




Leave us alone.






MOLE-MAN

I think I did folks, I think I may have very well insulted the largest talkin’ boulder known to man kind… 



THING

Stay away from her… 



MOLE-MAN

What was that?  It came back all muffled like. repeat it one more time might you.



ALICIA

Forget about him Ben… 



MOLE-MAN

So this big guy has a name, and all this time I thought you a boulder come to life after some kids played with you one day.  These kids probably called you freak didn’t they?  They probably swore to tell mommy and daddy that you scarred them… that you really scarred them an’ why?  Just because they looked you in the eyes and read what you really are… 


Thing hides back tears






MOLE-MAN 




Oh… still hitting a nerve aren’t I?  






THING




Leave us alone!!!!!!






MOLE-MAN

We haven’ a genuine freak tantrum here ladies and gentlemen… I have a suggestion Thing, what ever your pitiful name is… until you’re normal, and I just don’t mean normal on the inside- I mean when you’re rocks that course through your veins crumble… until you are genuinely normal leave this pretty little gal behind… you understand my advice?


Thing picks the Mole-man off of the ground






THING




You want to play little man?  Then let’s play!!!!!

The Thing is about to throw the Mole-Man away until Alicia grabs onto his arm…





ALICIA

Ben… leave him alone, be better than him- you know better than this.

Thing sets Mole-Man down and they are about to walk away when… 





MOLE-MAN

I’ll be droppin’ by your lady friend’s house one night boulder…

Thing punches Mole-Man in the face and he is knocked down… they continue to walk away. Pop cans are thrown at them… while the audience boos… 

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- COMMUNICATIONS ROOM

Reed stands in the room looking up towards the communications screen, when all of a sudden.






COMPUTER

Intruder… intruder alert… intruder alert… insectoid spotted in the air ducts… intruder alert.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- FACILITATION WAREHOUSE

Reed was searching around the warehouse.  When the Thing runs straight towards him.





THING



Reed comin’ in.  

Reed looks back towards him… 





THING



What we got?





REED

An insectoid in the air ducts… I need you to go in there and handle things…



THING

Hold up… you want me to go-

Thing points to the small air duct, that in which only a child could fit through.  





THING



In there?

Reed smiles and walks over towards a device… Ben looks towards him somewhat nerved… 





THING



Wait… isn’t that your- what ever you call it?





REED



Shrink ray?

Reed powers the shrink ray up… 





THING

Oh no… I know what you’re thinking Reed and the answer is no.



REED

Relax… it’s only a bug, besides you’ll be the same size as it… 



THING

Exactly, that’s what I’m worried about.



REED

And here… you’ll need this.

Reed hands Ben over a small device which has a blinking red and green light on it.





THING



And what exactly is this thing?





REED

Red is the bug, green stands for your exact location to the insectoid…



THING

Yeah, yeah… just do it already will yah? 


Reed steps out of the way and stands behind the shrink ray… 






REED




Say cheese… 






THING




Reed when I get out of here…

All of a sudden a blast comes out of the Shrink ray and hits the Thing straight in the chest, he begins to shrink… 





THING



Where am I?

Reed looks down towards him… Thing was the size of a teddy bear.  Reed picks him up… 





REED



And to finish it off…

Reed puts a construction worker hat on Ben… 





THING



You’re enjoying this a little bit aren’t you?





REED



What part?





THING



Humiliating me… 

Reed grins as he places the Thing into the ventilation shafts.





REED



I’ll be behind you all the way… 






THING




Yeah, yeah, yeah.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- VENTILATION SHAFTS

Ben walks through the ventilation shafts looking back and forth, then he sees the shadow of the insectoid rush across the screen.





THING



So this is what happens when bugs attack.





REED (O.C.)



How is it down there?





THING



Feels like King Kong and Godzilla took a holiday.





REED (O.C.)



Hey how are things with Alicia going?

Thing looks around and continues walking forward through the ventilation shafts… 





THING



Don’t bring her up… just don’t.

The Thing continues walking forwards, the end of the ventilation shaft shining brightly.  





MOLE-MAN (V.O.)

The largest talkin’ boulder known to man kind… 

Thing looks back and forth… <POP OUT> behind the Thing is the insectoid… 





THING



It’s behind me isn’t it?

Ben looks behind his shoulder to his the insectoid, the insectoid lets out a mighty growl and the Thing takes off running towards the light.





REED (O.C.)



Ben answer me, what’s going on down there?  Ben!!!!!

The Thing just keeps on running forward… then he stops and looks behind him the insectoid was no where to be seen… 





KID (V.O.)



Monster… 

The Thing looks all around not able to find where the insectoid is.





MOLE-MAN (V.O.)



These kids probably called you freak didn’t they?  

The Thing looks back and forth and the <POP OUT> insectoid chomps through the shaft behind him… Thing turns around and stares towards the insectoid… 





THING



Shut up!!!!

Thing punches the insectoid back and the insectoid doesn’t move… 





THING



Leave me alone!!!!!!

The Thing punches the insectoid back further… 





THING



I told you to shut up!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

The Thing punches the insectoid back further… 





REED (O.C)



Ben what’s happening down there?





THING

I’m only going to tell you this once!!!!  I am not a monster!!!!

The Thing punches the insectoid back and the insectoid growls and charges towards the Thing… 





THING



I am not a monster!!!!!!!!!!





MOLE-MAN (V.O.)

When you’re rocks that course through your veins crumble… until you are genuinely normal leave this pretty little gal behind…





THING



Shut up!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

The Thing punches the bug back further… and then the insectoid lays down defeated.





THING



I am not a monster… 





AUDIENCE (V.O.)



Freak!!!!! Monster!!!!!  Menace!!!!!!





THING



Mission complete.

The insectoid stands back up… the Thing looks down towards the device… then he looks back, the insectoid was gone! We then hear the sound of the piercing growl rumble through the ventilation shafts… The Thing looks down towards the tracking device, the red light was turned off.





THING



Reed, I think we have a problem here… 





REED (O.C.)



What is it?





THING



That little red light?





REED (O.C.)



Yeah?





THING



It just turned off… 





REED (O.C.)

Remarkable, that must mean it has some kind of cloaking device… if that’s true this is going to be the most important find in science 





THING



Comin’ your way now Reeds… 

Thing runs towards the open ventilation shafts and we can see the insectoid gaining on him… The Thing reaches the duct and the insectoid leaps forward tackling him to the ground.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- FACILITATION WAREHOUSE

Reed stands behind the Shrink Ray… he watches as the insectoid and the Thing comes crashing down onto the ground… 





REED

Let’s see what happens when we decrease his size… even up the odds… 

The beam hits towards the insectoid and it begins to grow like rapid fire… the insectoid growls as it runs through the window and begins to fly away… 





THING (O.C.)



Good going… 

Sue comes running in… 





SUSAN





What just happened?





REED



We just had a bug problem… power up the Fantasticar… 

INT. REGIS AND KATHY LEE SHOW


Regis and Kathy sit in their seats… 






REGIS

We are sitting here with the top foremost known bug expert ladies and gentlemen, he has traveled from Africa to Australia picking up strange specimens… welcome to the show Bob…



BOB

Thanks for having me… 

All of a sudden we see the creature go slowly flying by the screen… the camera man’s mouth drops open from shock… Regis, Kathy and the bug man Bob look around to see the flying insectoid go zooming past the windows… 





REGIS



Could someone tell us what that is?

EXT. NEW YORK CITY

The insectoid goes flying over the city as people point up towards it.  The Fantasticar comes flying into the scene… 





REED



Steady- steady… 

The shrink ray was attached to the screen… 





THING



You know what button to press this time right?





REED

Don’t worry… it will be reduced to the size of a fruit fly.



THING

A fruit fly eh?

The blast shoot forward from the shrink ray and hits the insectoid, the insectoid decreases rapidly in size… when all of a sudden a bird comes in for a landing and eats it.





THING



That went well.

INT. NYU COLLEGE- HISTORY CLASS ROOM





PROFESSOR

We should all learn from history that during our lives we all have choices, some of those choices we choose only for us.  Other choices have lead to great leaders, for they made choices that were best for the people, and that’s where I think I’ll leave today’s class.


John looks towards Julia… 

INT. ART GALLERY- NIGHT

Outside of the gallery it was raining and thundering… inside Alicia Masters was sculpting the Thing.  The Mole-Man looks in towards her smiling.  Alicia was singing





ALICIA

In the shadows of the night, a coldness figure lurks… where people run off in fright, is where the coldness lies… the darkness that I see, is a blanket over me… a blanket of fear that never seems to break… for in the coldness dusk of night, a coldness figure’s sight… stones break down in fright, for the sadness which he wept he cries… mortal is to think one is not within his bounds… for if it is where there is a tale, may there be sight to see the well, the good the bright of the world- before one breaks down in tears for a better day, a better tomorrow… 


The Mole-Man grins.

INT. DOOM’S HEADQUARTERS- OFFICE ROOM


Victor is sitting in his chair when he closes his eyes… 






VICTOR CHILD (V.O.)



Daddy no!!!!!!!!!!!!

EFFECTS: WE SEE LIGHTNING OUTSIDE GROW FIERCER AND A WHITE LIGHT GLOWING RAPIDLY BRIGHTER AS WE FADE OFF INTO.

INT. LATVERIA- VICTOR’S HOME

LATVERIA… 35 YEARS AGO

Victor was five years old, he was huddled against a corner of the wall shaking in fright… then we can see in his eyes a man beating a woman senseless.






MAN




What did you say to me woman!!!!!!!

We hear a loud scream and a pound as she is hit against the wall, but all we can see is the look on Victor’s face- the look of innocence and fright.






MAN




Speak god damn it!!!!!  Speak!!!!


We hear pots and pans flying everywhere, the woman begins to cry… 






MAN




Speak damn you!!!!  What did you say to me!!!!


The woman was now quivering against the wall… 






WOMAN




Leave me alone… 

Man hits the woman in the chest and begins hitting her repeatedly, she begins to cry.





VICTOR



Stop it.

The man turns around and faces Victor





MAN



What did you say to me boy?

We can see a foot land into view, of the man looking down upon the boy… 





VICTOR



I said leave her alone papa!!!!

EXT. LATVERIA- VICTOR’S HOME

We now look upon the cabin surrounded by lush green grasses and hills. Then we hear repeated slapping noises over and over again and the crying of a boy… the mother continues to cry… all of a sudden everything goes quiet… we remain outside as we hear a body slump against the ground.

INT. LATVERIA- VICTOR’S HOME

We see the man on the ground with a knife in his back… the woman was holding her hand to her mouth and stepping back.  The boy looks up towards his mother… 






WOMAN




What have I done?

EFFECTS: THE WHITE LIGHT BEGINS TO GLOW TO BLINDING AGAIN BEFORE FADING TO.

EXT. TIMES SQUARE

PRESENT TIMES

The Thing and Alicia walk Times Square, when all of a sudden a bunch of rowdy teenagers approach them.





TEENAGER1



Well, well, well, what have we got here?

The teenagers circle around them.





TEENAGER2



Better stay away from him… 





TEENAGER1



Why’s that?





TEENAGER3



Didn’t you hear?  Freaks are contagious… 

Thing stays close to Alicia





TEENAGER4



A blind girl and rocky.





TEENAGER1



Contageous eh?


Teenager1 fakes like he’s about to sneeze






TEENAGER1




Agh… agh… agh… loser!!!! 


Thing grins






THING




Have you ever ran into a brick wall?






TEENAGER3




No






THING




Want to?


Alicia places her arm on the Thing, Thing stops… 






TEENAGER1




How bout’ you?


The teenager aims the gun at the Thing






TEENAGER1




Want to?


The gun is shot, but the Thing isn’t even scratched… 






THING




Yeah, I want to.


The Thing grabs for the gun and breaks in half.






THING




Now back to the question do you?

The teens run off and the camera follows them as they run past Victor in his green tux. He smiles.






MOLE-MAN (V.O.)




Normal for her… 


The Thing looks towards Alicia and closes his eyes.

EXT. ALICIA’S APARTMENT


The Thing walks Alicia to her door. 






THING




Well, I’ll see you tomorrow… 






ALICIA




You’ll be there?






THING




Have I ever missed your art shows?

Alicia smiles, they go in to kiss… but they can’t.  The Thing stops himself, fully realizing who he was… what his size was compared to her.





THING



Good night.

Alicia walks into her apartment and closes the door.





THING



I would do anything just to be with you.

EXT. DARK ALLEYWAYS- NIGHT- THUNDER STORM

The Thing is walking home when all of a sudden he senses someone from behind, he was right.





VICTOR



I have heard about you from many people.

The Thing turns around to find Victor walking towards him in a green poncho.





VICTOR (CONT’D)

They have all told me the same story… they walk down the streets and then they see what they could only describe as a monster.



THING

Your point is?


Victor remains quiet…






THING




Exactly.


The Thing continues to walk away…






VICTOR




I know about your girl friend, Alicia Masters… 


The Thing stops dead in his tracks… 






THING




If you hurt her, I sware






VICTOR




Don’t worry, I won’t… 






THING




What do you want?






VICTOR




Only what is in your best interest.






THING




And what is in my best interest?






VICTOR




I can save you… 


The Thing laughs and turns around to face Victor






VICTOR

I’m a scientist… and if you do as I say, no questions asked- I will let you live a happy life, as Ben Grimm… normal inside and out, with Alicia for the rest of your lives… as it should have been.



THING

Me?  Normal?  How?



VICTOR

I have developed the technology, invested money on it.






THING




And in return?






VICTOR

Destroy the Fantastic Four headquarters, a.k.a the Baxtler building…


The Thing turns away from him






THING




I can’t… 






VICTOR

It’s only a building, and for your services you will get what you always wanted- normality.



THING

My friends v.s. the woman I love



VICTOR

Exactly.



THING

I can’t.



VICTOR

Why can’t you?



THING

Reed and I, we were friends since college


The Thing turns back towards Victor…






THING




I couldn’t do that to him.






VICTOR

Do friends promise safety?  And in return, mutate everyone they love?



THING

It was an accident, he never meant for any of us to get hurt.



VICTOR

He didn’t?



THING

I… 



VICTOR

You don’t know do you?  


The Thing looks towards Victor suspiciously






VICTOR

He did it on purpose… in college he never was the star of attention was he?


The Thing shakes his head “no”






VICTOR

Now he and his team is at the center.  He knew of the dangers ahead and he took the risk, because the risk is what he wanted… the fame, the power- the glory.  Everyone now looking upon him as a hero, a man of bravery, as Mr.Fantastic.  While, you on the other hand get turned to stone, and called monster… now tell me, what friend would have ever wished for that?


The Thing turns his head away… 






VICTOR




Exactly… 






THING




If I do this, how will I find you?






VICTOR




I will find you.


The Thing looks down out of shame… 






THING




This is all for you Alicia.

EXT. EXPENSIVE RESTAURANT- NIGHT- THUNDER STORMS


The restaurant was really fancy, gourmet food kind of place.

INT. EXPENSIVE RESTAURANT

The camera travels through the restaurant until we wind up at a table with Reed Richards, Susan Storm, William Shertzer and his father, Lyle Shertzer.  






LYLE

A toast to the bravest, kindest family I have ever known, the Fantastic Four.


Reed raises his glass…






REED

And to the Shertzer family for their support over the years… 

Reed and Lyle nod and everyone puts up their wine glasses, in which William had coke.





WILLIAM



Cheers… 

EXT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS


The Thing walks towards the front door and walks in…

INT. EXPENSIVE RESTAURANT






LYLE




By the way, where is Ben?






SUSAN

I think he’s out with his girl friend tonight… he didn’t get back yet, so we had to leave without him.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- FRONT ENTRANCE


The Thing walks forward and towards the invisible door.






REED (V.O)

There’s only four people who can come in or out

The Thing now places his hand onto the “hand scanner” device and the elevator doors open.

INT. EXPENSIVE RESTAURANT






LYLE




So Reed, how long have you and Ben known each other?






REED

Since college, he was one of the popular kids in school- he used to play football… while I never stood out that much, I always wanted to be a scientist and that ostracized me… 

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- COMMUNICATIONS ROOM


The Thing punches and slams the communications room to shreds.

INT. EXPENSIVE RESTAURANT






LYLE




So you two were room mates?


Reed remains quiet.






SUSAN




Not exactly.

INT. FANTASTIC FOURHEADQUARTERS- LIVING ROOM


The Thing smashes everything apart.

INT. EXPENSIVE RESTAURANT






REED

My room mate, was named Victor Von Doom… his friends used to call him Dr. Doom… 



LYLE

What happened?



REED

We both competed often, we were both very arrogant at the time… 

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- TRANSPORT BAY 

The Thing picks up the Fantasticar and throws it against the wall.

INT. EXPENSIVE RESTAURANT






REED

I had won a science award, the one that Victor had always wanted.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- TRANSPORT BAY

The Thing takes a tank of gasoline and starts pouring it from the back in a curving line.

INT. EXPENSIVE RESTAURANT






REED




I returned to my dorm room to find a note… 

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- HALLWAY ENTRANCE

The Thing reaches the elevator and enters, he takes out a cigarette, lights it, and throws it onto the gasoline path. The elevator door closes.

INT. EXPENSIVE RESTAURANT






REED




And on it, he had vowed revenge at all costs.

EXT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- NIGHT- THUNDERSTORMS

The Thing exits from the main entrance as the top above him explodes setting off more explosions, one right after the other… he looks across the street towards Victor who smiles towards him… The Thing shakes his head “yes” out of pity and remorse.

INT. EXPENSIVE RESTAURANT

The glasses and tables begin to tremble, a waiter runs up towards Reed…






WAITER




Sir, you better come see this.

EXT. EXPENSIVE RESTAURANT- NIGHT- THUNDERSTORMS

Both Reed and the waiter look up towards the exploding Baxtler building.





REED



Jesus Christ…

Next Susan Storm and the Shertzers run out of the restaurant…





SUSAN



Reed what is it?

Reed ignores her and she looks up towards the exploding Baxtler building and puts her hand to her mouth out of shock.   Everyone in the city had stopped to watch the building explode… fire trucks and police cars go zooming through the streets to check on the problem.

INT. JOHNNY STORMS APARTMENT

John watches the TV screen, and a single tear falls down his face.

EXT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS 

We see the news cameraman standing outside of the burning building… 






NEWSCASTER

Tonight the world stood still, as the famous Fantastic Four headquarters blew up in flames… so far we know that three of the four were not injured by the explosion, but the search is still on for a one Benjamin Grimm, a.k.a. The Thing.

INT. JOHNNY STORMS APARTMENT


John changes the channel to MTV.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- LIVING SPACE


The Thing wakes up and looks towards Victor.






THING




Where am I?






VICTOR

No one, can ever know where this place is.  Follow me.

The Thing stands up and follows Victor out of the room, but the camera remains still even after they walk out of frame.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- SCIENCE DEPARTMENT


The camera circles around a large circular silver machine… 






VICTOR

Here it is… all you need to do is step on into the machine.

The Thing steps into the open area of the silver cylinder.  And the bullet proof glass door closes in front of him.





VICTOR



And now… 

A blinding white light flashes blinding the screen and then the light fades away as the camera circles around the cylinder to be staring up towards Ben Grimm, waist up… Ben laughs





BEN



I’m going to need some pants.





VICTOR



I fulfilled my promise Ben…





BEN



Thanks big guy, by the way what’s your name?





VICTOR



It’s not important.

Ben smiles as green gas fills the chamber and Ben hits the back wall of the cylinder.

EXT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- BAXTLER BUILDING- MORNING


The fire was put out and the building was in ruins.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- COMMUNICATIONS ROOM

Reed Richards walks through the destroyed communications room pushing aside the cables, he takes a seat at the nearest chair and puts his head down in defeat.  Then he hears a clinking noise, he looks up to see Dr. Doom walking towards him.





REED



Who are you?

Doom smiles as the room fills with green gas.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- PRISON BLOCK

Victor walks down rows of empty cells until he winds up at the last one, he looks in to find Reed Richards stretched against the wall.  Reed strains as though he is about to break.  





VICTOR



Remember me, old friend?

Reed looks up to see the smiling face of Victor smiling towards him… 





REED



You, you were behind this.





VICTOR

This is where you will stay, this is where you will live.



REED

They will find me.



VICTOR

Why would they bother?  John has left, The Thing has become Ben Grimm in the flesh, and for Sue?  Reed, she is an incompetent woman who looks towards you for safety, not vice-verse.


Reed looks down, now seeing the reality of the situation






REED




This is how you planned it.


Reed looks up towards Victor






REED




You had this all worked out, didn’t you?


Victor grins






REED




How long?






VICTOR




Years.


Victor begins to walk away when Reed shouts






REED




You’ll never get away with this!!!!!!!






VICTOR




Let’s see what you think in fifty years.


Victor exits the Prison Block and into a hallway

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- BASE OF OPERATIONS


Victor walks towards the guard…






VICTOR

No food, no water will enter the cell at any time am I understood?


The guard shakes his head “yes”






VICTOR

He will die, become weak from starvation… that after all- is his greatest destiny, see to it that it happens.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS-COMMUNICATIONS ROOM


Sue walks in and looks around






SUE




Reed?


No answer.






SUE




Ben?


No answer






SUE




Anyone?


No answer.


Sue, slumps down against the wall.  Defeated.

EXT. ART MUSEUM- NIGHT

INT. ART MUSEUM- EXHIBIT- NIGHT

Alicia was standing in the center as people walk past her waiting, then we see Ben leaning against the wall smiling looking towards Alicia.  He finally works up the courage and he walks over towards her.





BEN



I’m here… 

Alicia looks around not able to see him… 





ALICIA



Ben?  Ben where are you?

Ben takes her hand





BEN



I’m here Alicia… 

Alicia looks up towards Ben in shock… she puts her hand to his face and she feels around… 





ALICIA



Where are you Ben?  Where are you?

Ben looks towards Alicia in remorse… 





BEN



Alicia…





ALICIA

You’re voice, I can hear you Ben- but, I can’t see you… I can’t see you.

Ben looks down





BEN

I’ve changed for you Alicia… I’m all flesh and blood now.



ALICIA

Ben?



BEN

Yeah?



ALICIA

Ben where are you?  What did you do?

Ben remains quiet, Alicia lays her head down on his shoulder, but the words Alicia gave already shouted out what must be done.  He looks up… 





BEN



Let’s take a walk.

Alicia wipes her eyes and shakes her head “yes”





ALICIA



I’d love to.

EXT. NEW YORK CITY

Ben and Alicia walk along the streets of New York, until Ben stops dead in his path looking forward, the camera follows him as we see teenagers with bandana’s around their head rapping with a boom box, along with their The Thing T-shirts, which had a giant 4 logo on the back.  






TEENAGERS

You don’t know my street you couldn’t take my blows.  


Ben and Alicia begin to walk towards them.



TEENAGERS

See you cryin’ while you dying, trynna find some heroes.  Not me—I don’t let no one mess with mine just step off, hater, or it’s clobbering time.


Ben smiles, the teenagers stop and look up towards Ben in shock.






TEENAGER1




Aren’t you?






BEN




Yep






TEENAGER3




How’d you?






BEN




Long story… 






TEENAGER2

But, you’re still part of the Fantastic Four ain’t ya?



BEN

Fraid not.



TEENAGER1

Why did you quit?



BEN

I, I don’t know.

We can see the Mole-Man peeking around the corner looking towards Alicia.





MOLE-MAN



You belong with me.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- SLEEPING ROOM


Victor was laying on a couch, his eyes closed.






MOTHER (V.O.)




Victor no!!!!!  Victor!!!!

Victor was cringing in his seat as a white light blinds the screen.

TRANSITION TO:

INT. LATVERIA- HILLS- DAY

EFFECTS:THE SCENE PLAYS BACK RAPIDLY IN A FAST REWIND AND THEN IT PLAYS  

INT. LATVERIA- CHILDREN’S SCHOOL

Victor… age 10

The school was that modeling of a school modeling after old, one class room in a church like setting.  The white desks were spaced out, the teacher was at the front and Gregory sat in the seat behind him.  Victor was a very quiet boy, age 10.  The teacher would teach while Victor wrote down notes, all of a sudden he is kicked from behind by Greg.






VICTOR




Cut it out.


Greg grins and kicks Victor harder.






VICTOR




Stop!!!!!!!

Greg laughs as he kicks Victor’s desk harder.  The teacher stops and turns towards Victor.





TEACHER



Do we seem to have a problem Victor?





VICTOR



No… no problem at all.

The camera focuses in on Victor’s eyes, cold, no remorse, already dead.

EXT. LATVERIA- SCHOOL HOUSE

Victor sits on a tree stump chiseling away at the rock in his hand, we can see the rock beginning to form into a sharp lethal weapon.  Then Victor laughs to himself, still reserved in his work… for that reason for work was made him work harder.  It was a sadistic sight, vision, working that would one day become Dr. Doom. Victor smiles.

EXT. LATVERIA- HILL TOPS

Greg was walking along the hill tops, no one was watching him… we hear laughter coming from the right, Greg quickly looks- no one… laughter from the left… once again no one.






GREG




Who’s there?

We can see Victor hiding in the bushes.  Greg continues to walk and then Victor stands up and walks towards Greg slowly, slowly and taking his time… Victor takes the rock and stabs it into Greg’s shoulder… Greg falls down injured.  Victor smiles as he pushes Greg right-side up, so that his back was against the grass…






GREG




Help!!!!!!!


Victor begins to punch Greg, he wouldn’t let up… 

EXT. LATVERIA- FORESTS

Victor’s mother, older now, hears Greg screaming for help and drops her basket with grains and begins running forward seeking for what was happening around her.

EXT. LATVERIA- HILL TOPS

Victor continues to punch Greg as he screams for help, no one would bother to help him… blood begins to drip out of Greg’s nose… Greg out of self-defense attempts to hit the rock out of Victor’s hand, but instead the opposite side strikes him just under his eyes, giving him his first outside scar.

EXT. LATVERIA- FORESTS

All of a sudden she sees what was happening, Victor is seen attacking Greg to death… Victor smiles as he pulls out the rock from Greg’s shoulder and holds it over Greg’s head ready to stab… all we can see is the woman running rapidly towards Victor, hoping to put an end to this madness.  She stops in her tracks… 





WOMAN




Noooooooo!!!!!!!!

The camera circles around her as we see Victor holding the bloody rock in one hand, and pinning the dead Greg to the ground with the other, he looks up towards her… he smiles- his eyes showing enjoyment… his smile turns into that of a sadistic grin.





WOMAN



What did you do!!!!!!





VICTOR



He’s dead mummy, he won’t hurt me anymore…





WOMAN



You killed him!!!!!!

The woman starts to back away from her son.





VICTOR

Don’t be scarred, he insulted me… I’m a bigger man than he will ever be… 

Victor begins to walk towards her.





VICTOR (CONT’D)

Than anyone will ever be, I’ve been put through misery for too long… it’s time misery was put into my hands. For me to feel… for me to give.


Tears fall down the mother’s face






VICTOR (CONT’D)




Please don’t be scarred… 


The woman begins to cry harder… 






WOMAN




No!!!!! No!!!!!!


Victor walks towards her differently now, defiantly  






VICTOR




You must be quite now.


The woman begins to back up… 






VICTOR




For your safety, be quiet.


The woman does listen and Victor looks towards the rock.






WOMAN




No!!!!

A blinding white light fills the screen as we hear.





WOMAN



Noooooooooooooo!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- SLEEPING ROOM


Doom wakes up at the sound of thunder outside.

INT. ART GALLERY- NIGHT

Alicia was working on another piece of art when we hear a door opens… 





ALICIA



Who’s there?

We see the Mole-Man hiding in the shadows.

EXT. ART GALLERY- NIGHT






ALICIA (O.C.)




No!!!!!!!!!!!!!

INT. SEWERS

We can see the Mole-Man sitting at his thrown and Alicia barely dressed, wearing only a old-smelling women’s bathing suit that was torn apart through decades of decay… Alicia’s arms were chained to the thrown chair behind her… she stares forward.






DOOM




So I see you’ve taken a token as well?






MOLE-MAN




The job is complete isn’t it?  Baxtler up in flames?






DOOM




Very well, you can have her… 


Doom walks up towards Alicia and places his hand under her chin… 






DOOM




She belongs down here.


Alicia yanks herself away from him.






MOLE-MAN




The monsters are ready, if that’s what you came for.






DOOM




Make sure that they don’t arrive late.






MOLE-MAN




It’s already taken care of.


Doom looks around to see the eyes staring towards him.






DOOM

Once, ruler of Latveria, now I am the mayor of New York City… with the Fantastic Four gone, when you’re monsters arrive the city will have no further protection against my power… soon, the entire world.  It will be one hell of a party seeing the city go up in flames.  Make sure it happens.



MOLE-MAN

You can count on me, besides do I look like someone that wants to die… 



DOOM

I don’t know, do you?


The Mole-Man gulps as Doom walks away.

EXT. NEW YORK CITY DINER-NIGHT

INT. NEW YORK CITY DINER

JOHN 

I quit

JULIA

What do you mean you quit?

JOHN

The Fantastic Four, I’m out.  It’s all Reed’s fault if he hadn’t take me on that God damn space shuttle, I would still be able to live a normal life

JULIA

You can’t change the past John…

JOHN

I’m not trying to change the past, I’m trying to save the future, maintain the present…

Julia looks out the window, still not understanding the reason behind what made John quit

JOHN

Are you hearing me?  I said I quit, I thought you’d be happy with me because of it- Jesus Christ don’t you know!!!

JULIA

They’re your family John

JOHN

I make one mistake, even the smallest, and the whole world knows- he acts as though he’s my father

JULIA

The city needs you, without you… 

John immediately cuts her off

JOHN

When you’re about to graduate you think that for the rest of your life you would be looked upon in a way of respect, that other’s wouldn’t order you around, give demands… but, since I joined- I never was able to be free… only when I’m with you. 

John looks up towards the TV screen

JULIA

What are you looking at?

NEWS-CASTER(O.C.)

The question now on everyone’s mind is where is the Fantastic Four?

JULIA

You still don’t know what you’re doing… do you?

JOHN

Since I quit, part of me as been telling me to go back, the other part- the part that haunts me… it’s you.

JULIA

Me?

All of a sudden the power turns off around them… 

JULIA

John, what’s happening?

JOHN

I don’t know.

John holds Julia’s hand

JOHN

But, you’re safe- you’re safe with me.

Julia looks into John’s caring eyes.

EXT. NEW YORK CITY STREETS- NIGHT

We focus on a car parked with two teenagers in a car listening to the song “Freaks come out at night.”

[Song FREAKS COME OUT AT NIGHT begins]

EXT. NEW YORK CITY SKIES- NIGHT
We see a three headed green dragon looking creature flying through the skies above, the creature was Tricephalouso.  The Tri growls so loud that everyone points up towards the monster and begin to run off in fright.

EXT. TIMES SQUARE

The Giganto steps out of the sewers and the Giganto begins to walk forward, the people begin running everywhere as the monster steps onto a car below.  A huge car accident is caused.

EXT. CHINA TOWN

An African American dealer looks back and forth and sees tourists in front of him.






DEALER




Hey, CD?  Rolex?  DVD?

All of a sudden the building chunk at the corner crumbles and falls down as a huge fury ape looking creature, named Brute that Walks goes storming through the crowd.

EXT. ELLIS ISLAND


The waters were murky, a family boards onto the boat back… 

EXT. OCEAN BACK TO NEW YORK CITY

The boat continues along it’s path until all of a sudden a huge orange sea creature bursts out of the waters below, the creature looked like a larger version of the creature from the Black Lagoon, the creature was named Gigantus.

EXT. BROOKLYN

African Americans walk by holding a boom box playing “Freaks come out at Night.”  All of a sudden the ground rumbles beneath them… they just nod their heads to the music and continue to walk forwards as a large fury wolf like creature named Vandoom, breaks through the ground and looks back and forth.  Thugs come out of the alleyways and look up towards the monster and attempts to shoot it down, no luck!  The Vandoom bends down and growls.

EXT. NEW YORK CITY DINER


A huge fire is bursting through the buildings… 

INT. NEW YORK CITY DINER

John is holding onto Julia’s hand when he looks out the window and sees a large fire step down… 

EXT. NEW YORK CITY DINER

Then we see a giant creature made up entirely of fire with the eyes and mouth being see-through openings in the flame pattern, the fire howls in an extraterrestrial sounding beat.  The fire was named Dragoom, police cars drive up towards the fire and stop in front of it hoping for a blockade the police exit out and shoot bullets towards the fire creature, but the bullets rip straight through it!!!!!  We see a bullet shoot through the fire and turn to ash on the other side!

INT. NEW YORK CITY DINER


John looks towards Julia






JOHN




Come on, I’m getting you out of here.


John and Julia run out of the diner.

EXT. NEW YORK CITY DINER


John and Julia exit running out of the diner.






JOHN




Julia, run!!!!!






JULIA




What about you?






JOHN




I can handle this guy… trust me… go!!!!

Julia runs off, John looks towards Dragoom and stretches his muscles.






JOHN




Fight fire… 

John runs towards Dragoom and takes off into the air and plasma encompasses his body.





JOHN



With fire!!!!!!

John punches Dragoom in his head, Dragoom’s human like form disappears and he forms into a snake’s tail that whips straight towards John and hit’s him against the building.

EXT. BROOKLYN


Ben walks through Brooklyn looking up towards the Vandoom.






BEN




Hey furry!!!! 


The Vandoom looks down towards Ben






BEN




Why don’t you fight one of your kind instead!!!!

The Vandoom growls as it walks towards Ben, the Vandoom sends it’s big fist into the ground just as Ben rolls out of the way.  The thugs gather around Vandoom also





THUG1



What do we do?





BEN



Get me a harpoon gun.

Three thugs go driving away on their motorcycles… Ben stretches his muscles as the Vandoom pulls it’s fist out of the ground.





BEN



Looks like it’s only me an’ you now big guy!

Vandoom growls

EXT. NEW YORK CITY DINER


John walks towards the police chief






JOHN




I have an idea… 






CHIEF




What is it?






JOHN




Lower your weapons… 

John stares towards the creature and a fire sphere forms and flies straight out like a bowling ball towards Dragoom.  The fire sphere hits the monster, but instead of weakening it, it grows larger.





CHIEF



Any other bright ideas?





JOHN



Yeah, I got a couple… 





CHIEF



Nothing can kill this guy…





JOHN

Wait… we can’t shoot this guy down, fire only makes this guy grow.



CHIEF

So it’s hopeless.



JOHN

Not exactly, ok… we need fire trucks.



CHIEF

Fire trucks?  Why?



JOHN

This thing is just a big fire, you shoot guns they just go through, fire makes it grow, but water- water will take this thing down!



CHIEF

How sure about this are you?



JOHN

So far, I’m willing to risk my life.


John looks up towards the creature






JOHN




Get me those fire trucks!!!!!!!

EXT. BROOKLYN

Ben runs forward as the monster chases after him, Ben jumps onto a motorcycle and drives off… the monster begins to follow him… the motorcycles with the thugs on them drive towards Ben, at both sides of him.





BEN



Harpoon!!!!!!

The thugs toss him the harpoon gun, he takes it and the three thugs drive towards Vandoom, Ben quickly makes a left turn and turns his body and fires the harpoon gun towards Vandoom, the harpoon hit’s against his chest.  Ben powers the motorcycle back up.





BEN



Timber!!!!!!!

The motorcycle turns a sharp right and drives forward at lightning fast speeds, the Vandoom wobbles around then it falls down and onto the streets below.  Ben turns a sharp left and looks behind to see the thugs celebrating and the fallen Vandoom.

EXT. NEW YORK CITY SKIES

We see jets go flying through and towards Tri, the Tri breaths fire onto the city below… we see the fire trucks below driving fast towards the diner miles ahead, out of sight… the jets corner the Tri creature.  The Tri whips it’s tail out and a jet goes knocking against a building.  The Tri breaths fire and a jet bursts into flames, the Tri growls as it flies rapidly forward.

EXT. NEW YORK CITY DINER

The Dragoom growls as it sees the fire trucks driving towards it.  The Dragoom growls and tries to run off, but it is blocked!






JOHN




Now!!!!!!!!!!

Water shoots towards the Dragoom and the Dragoom begins to disappear as it rapidly decreases in size.





CHIEF



Thanks kid.





JOHN



Don’t thank me, thank Reed Richards.

John points to his brain.





CHIEF



A team member eh?





JOHN



Not just a team member, he’s family.

John smiles.

EXT. BROOKLYN


Ben looks back towards the down monster, Vandoom.

INT. FANTASTIC FOUR HEADQUARTERS- HALLWAYS

Susan Storm walks down the hallway a tear falling down her eyes, she looks forward as the Tri flies past the window… she sees the jets getting torn to shreds.

EXT. BROOKLYN

Ben takes off driving through the streets of New York City on his newly achieved motorcycle.

EXT. NEW YORK CITY SKIES

Susan Storm flies through the air on an invisible circular pad.  The Tri creature goes flying forwards towards her and then all of a sudden she turns invisible.  The Tri creature goes flying straight through no where… Sue holds onto the circular pad invisible, but plastic like appearance on screen… all of a sudden the jets become invisible.  The Tri creature all of a sudden is shot down and falls to the ground.  Sue smiles.  Sue looks ahead to see Torch flying towards her.  Sue re-appears. Torch reaches her.






TORCH




Where’s Reed?


She remains quiet






TORCH




Ben?






SUSAN




I don’t know where they are, they just ran off.






TORCH




Shit!!!!

EXT. BROOKLYN

Ben continues to drive the motorcycle and then he sees a civilian yelling





CIVILIAN



Water monster!!!!  Water monster!!!!!





BEN



Water monster?

EXT. DOCKS

We can see the Gigantus taking apart a building, people still holding onto the building for dear life.  A boat drives up towards Gigantus and attempts to shoot it down, but once again- isn’t able to.

EXT. NEW YORK CITY SKIES






TORCH




How many of these things are there?

Torch looks behind him and can see Brute that Walks in the distance.






TORCH




I got big foot, sis.


Torch flies off.

EXT. DOCKS

Ben arrives on his motorcycle and looks up towards Gigantus and he sees a broken ladder hanging off of the broken down building, almost like a ramp… Ben powers the gears up.





BEN



Here goes nothing!

Ben drives the motorcycle forward and over the ladder and shoots forward towards Gigantus,  Ben abandons the motorcycle and the motorcycle hits Gigantus across his face.  Ben lands on the head of Gigantus.  Ben stretches his muscles.  He takes out a pocket knife and he throws his body weight forwards towards the gills on the right side of Gigantus’ head.  Ben swings back and forth and then he lands on top of it’s nose.  He runs forwards and stabs the right eyes… Gigantus roars and starts pushing it’s hand against it’s nose trying to rid of Ben.  Ben throws the knife towards the left eye and it hits it’s target.  Ben next jumps off of Gigantus and into the water below.

EXT. CHINA TOWN

Brute walks through the streets and then Torch appears in it’s view.  






TORCH




I’ll give you a chance to stop hurting people… 


Brute growls.






TORCH




Well, don’t say I didn’t warn you- 

Torch shoots out two fire balls from his hands and the fire balls knock against the Brute.  The Brute begins to stumble around.





TORCH



Now this is what I call the grand finale… 

Torch forms the fire sphere which launches spiraling towards Brute’s chest and the Brute falls back and against the ground.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- TORTURE CHAMBERS


Victor looks out the window to see the mayhem he had created.

INT. SEWERS


The Mole-Man frowns






MOLE-MAN




Liguano, we need back up… 


We see a creature’s yellow eyes glow brightly

EXT. TIMES SQUARE


Charles was towards Giganto






CHARLES

How many times are we going to run this scenario? Huh?


Charles walks further towards Giganto the netting falls down.






CHARLES




Now please, leave and find a new home Giganto.

EXT. DOCKS

Ben swims through the water and grabs onto a boat and pulls himself up.





BEN

Call the cops.  We need gasoline poured down into the water around this thing.  Immediately.

EXT. NEW YORK CITY SKIES

Susan Storm sees helicopters flying up ahead and she follows them.

EXT. DOCKS

The helicopters arrive and gasoline is dumped down and onto the Gigantus.  Ben looks up and sees Susan.  Ben looks towards the fisherman.





BEN



By any chance do you have a lighter?

A fisherman hands it towards him, Ben flips it open and shut.  





BEN



Harpoon?

The fisherman hand Ben over a harpoon and Ben shoots it towards the Gigantus’ neck and he pulls himself over by the rope, he lands on the shoulder and pulls on the harpoon gun and drops it safely into the water… next Ben takes out the lighter.





BEN



Happy fourth of July, you ugly bitch!

Ben flips the lighter on and drops it, he next tosses his body weight into the water as the Gigantus explodes.  Susan flies over towards where Ben is.  





SUSAN



I’m dropping a rope down now, grab on!

Ben grabs onto an invisible rope and hangs on as the helicopter drives off towards land.  

EXT. CHINA TOWN


John looks towards the explosions from the water.

EXT. DOCKS


Ben lands and looks towards Sue






BEN




Where’s Reed?






SUSAN




He’s missing.


Ben hits his fist against the ground.






BEN




Double-crosser!!!!

Ben hits his fist against a building.  He stops and looks towards Sue, depressed; it was now out in the open, he was a traitor.





BEN



I destroyed the Baxtler building.

Ben looks down out of shame.  John arrives and looks towards them.





JOHN



Hey, what I miss?






BEN




Nothin’ so where do we go from here Suzie?


Susan didn’t know what to do, instead… 






JOHN

Why don’t we re-trace back to where this whole thing began.



SUSAN

The sewers under Times Square.



BEN

Exactly



JOHN

Yeah, but in history class our professor used to tell us of an abandoned subway station that was to be located right where the sewers are today… if what he’s saying is right, that’s where we’ll find the answer.  



BEN

The subway stations?



JOHN

It’s the best chance we’ve got.



SUSAN

No, he’s right… this might exactly work.


John smiles.






JOHN

So, what are we waiting for?  It’s our turn to prove ourselves as a team, the Fantastic Four.


John puts his hand in






JOHN




So what do you say?


Susan puts her hand in.






SUSAN




Yeah… I’m in.

Susan and John both look towards Ben, he grins and puts his hand in.





BEN



It’s clobbering time.

EXT. SUBWAY STATION

INT. SUBWAY STATION- LINE B

The subway systems were dark and deserted, mostly due to the mayhem caused earlier that day.  The Fantastic Three go walking through the subway system, when Ben puts his hand out to stop the team.





BEN



I hear something, and it’s not good.

All of a sudden Ben sees the Liguano in the corner of his eyes





BEN

I’ll stay here, while you and John go check this place out.

Susan shakes her head “ok” and she and John walk off. 





BEN

Hey little fella, come out and play with the big boys.

Liguano hops behind Ben, Ben turns and it was gone already.





BEN



Oh, so that’s the way you want it…

Liguano hops down and stares towards Ben, Liguano was a giant gecko looking creature with slime pouring all over his body.





BEN



Did anyone ever tell you, you seriously smell?

The liguano blinks it’s huge black eyes.

INT. ABANDONED HALLWAY


John and Susan walk forwards 






JOHN




This must be the place.

INT. SUBWAY STATION- LINE B

The Liguano hops and attaches to the wall above.  Then it drops down and tackles Ben to the ground, Ben quickly rolls over and takes the Liguano and throws it backwards.  The Liguano goes crashing through the service station.  Glass and desks shatter everywhere.

INT. ABANDONED HALLWAY


John and Susan keep on walking






ALICIA (O.C.)




Help me!!!! Please!!!!! Somebody help me!!!!!!


John and Susan stop dead in their tracks… 

INT. SUBWAY STATION- LINE B

Liguano stands in the middle of the tracks and hisses towards Ben, Ben stretches his muscles as he walks towards a broken down, ancient rusting iron bar connected from the bar to the ceiling- he picks it up and holds it in his hands like a baseball bat.  Ben grins.





BEN



And it’s Ben Grimm, up at bat… 

Liguano blinks and then it jumps towards Ben, Ben swings the iron bar towards Liguano and it goes smashing up against an oncoming tram.  Liguano explodes into goo.





BEN



And he’s outta there!!!!!

INT. SEWERS


John and Susan walk towards Mole-Man






MOLE-MAN

So, you lived through the attacks.  You’re stronger than I had imagined you to be.



SUSAN

Everything will be alright Alicia.

John takes off running towards Alicia, when he gets hit back by a red orb.  Mole-Man walks out from the shadows.





MOLE-MAN

But, you will not get any farther than you already have, the attempt would be useless.



JOHN

She means nothing to you.



MOLE-MAN

No, you’re right… she means nothing to me- 


Mole-Man points his wooden stick towards Alicia.






MOLE-MAN




Then why don’t I just kill her?  Here and now?

Mole-Man stabs his wooden stave into the ground below and the sewer waters start to wave back and forth and the ceiling above begins to break down.

EXT. TIMES SQUARE

Cars driving along the street are knocked off course and collide into a major traffic accident.

INT. ABANDONED HALLWAY


Ben walks through the hallway hearing the noise coming closer.

INT. SEWERS

Mole-Man quickly points the stave towards Susan and then Ben runs through the door and looks towards Alicia.





BEN



Alicia!!!!

Ben runs towards Alicia only to get hit back by a lightning bolt generated from the stave.  Mole-Man looks back and forth for Susan Storm.





JOHN



Hey, tiny… you picked the wrong family to mess with.

Mole-Man is punched down.  Susan is standing behind him, no longer invisible. John stands up and walks over towards Alicia.





JOHN



Hi, I’m John.





ALICIA



Alicia.





JOHN



Ben was right you are beautiful.

Alicia smiles, and for a second there we could see hinted romance between them that John immediately pushes to the side.





JOHN

Let me get you out of there, this might burn for only a second.

We see the chains around her arms burn to ashes.  Alicia stands up and walks over to Sue.





ALICIA



Will he be ok?

The Thing touches his head, dizzy… 





THING



Hey Suzie… where am I?

Alicia smiles.  The Thing stands up and takes the stave and breaks it in two.  John kneels over Mole-Man and yanks him up by his shirt collar.





JOHN



What hired you?

Mole-Man remains quiet, quivering out of fear.





JOHN



WHO HIRED YOU!!!!!!





MOLE-MAN



Doom… 

Mole-Man is knocked unconscious.  Ben and Susan exchanged worried glances… John looks up towards them.





JOHN



What is it?





BEN



Now it all makes sense… Victor Von Doom.





JOHN



That’s what the man told me his name was.

Susan looks towards John.





JOHN

He was the one the convinced me into telling him our secrets, he was the one who convinced me to quit.





BEN

Wait Suzie… isn’t there a building somewhere in Manhattan that has a giant D as it’s logo?



SUSAN

Yeah, but- why would he make it obvious?



BEN

You know why Suzie, his greatest flaw.  Arrogance, he knows our flaws- well, we know one about him.



JOHN

Then what are we waiting for?  Let’s go save Reed.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- TORTURE CHAMBERS


Victor looks out the window to see the everything calm.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- PRISON BLOCK


Victor walks towards Reed






VICTOR

You and your team will never win Richards!!!!!  Never!!!!



REED

They already have.



VICTOR

Shut up!!!!!   Shut up!!!!



REED

Give up Victor, it’s over… turn yourself in.



VICTOR

I am more powerful than you will ever be.



REED

You’re disturbed Victor… 



VICTOR

Yes, I am- but, I have a reason to be so.  My power, my intelligence.  My victory!



REED

When you disappeared… I read up on you.



VICTOR

Do not dare defy me Richards, I once killed a boy when I was ten- ever since, every time I look in the mirror I know who I am.  A murderer, but I’ve been put through misery for too long… it’s time misery was put into my hands. For me to feel… for me to give.  At least, I have the strength of will to see myself for who I truly am… a monster.  But, yet I am the most intelligent person alive, my pros and cons equal each other… can you say the same?


Reed looks up towards Victor… 






VICTOR

No you can’t, because I am not your equal Richards!!!!  I am nobody’s equal!  I am my own man, I wish that for just one night my father was still alive so I can show him what I have become!  What I am no, what I will always be- nothing can ever change that Richards!  Nothing!!!!!  You and your team, by the end of the night will be forgotten.  Your destiny is to die, that was always your destiny!  So is everybody that ever gave me misery, now it’s my turn to live… and not you nor anybody can ever take that away from me!  I will have the world in an iron fist.  Dr. Doom will live on!!! Forever!!!!!!!  Do not even attempt to stop me, it’s already… useless.

EXT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS


John, Ben, and Susan look up towards the building






JOHN




That’s it… 

Susan holds onto Ben and John’s hands and they walk forwards invisible. They enter the headquarters.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- MAIN ENTRANCE

They walk towards the elevator shaft, past the guards unseen and enter.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- ELEVATOR SHAFT


They re-appear.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- PRISON BLOCK

Doom watches a security feed, then he takes out his walkie talkie.






DOOM




Take them down!!!!!!!


Reed smiles

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- BASE OF OPERATIONS

Guards surround the elevator door, no one was there.  All of a sudden the guards are pushed into the elevator shaft… the three re-appear.





JOHN



Going down?

The guards look towards the buttons, they were pressed in- all of them.  The door closes, it can’t re-open. Ben wanders off… 





JOHN



I’ll try to find Reed, stand guard.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- PRISON BLOCK






REED




Give up Victor.






VICTOR 




Never.

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- SCIENCE DEPARTMENT


Ben looks towards the machine that had made him human.






BEN




Here goes nothin’

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- LIBRARY


John walks through the massive two story library of books… 






JOHN

So this is where the leader of Latveria spends his time.


All of a sudden a guard kicks the door open behind John.






GUARD




Put your arms in the air.

John does as he says.  All of a sudden the guard is kicked down from behind.  





JOHN



Nice job sis.

Susan re-appears and John continues along his way… 

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- MACHINE ROOM

The Thing grins as he looks towards one of Doom’s guards holding a bazooka… 






THING




Oh… this should be good- 


The thing keeps on walking towards the guard…






GUARD




Stop- stop right there.






THING




Or what?  You’ll shoot me… 


The guard backs off and loads a shell into the bazooka… 






THING




What you waitin’ for big guy?  Bring on the heat.

The guard fires the bazooka and it goes flying towards Thing… it explodes against him, but he isn’t in the slightest hurt… John walks through the flames vertically.  He punches the guard out and looks towards Thing.





JOHN



What took you so long?





THING



I had to learn something… 





JOHN



Come on!!!

John and Thing run off and then they stop dead in their tracks… the ceiling above them begins to crack.  

EXT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS

The pointy castle like ceiling starts to fold out into two, like an opening book!!!!

INT. DOOM HEADQUARTERS- PRISON BLOCK

Doom looks up into the sky above and he grabs hold of a rope and he begins to climb up.





VICTOR



So long Richards!!!!

Victor reaches the helicopter above and the helicopter flies off.  Sue runs into the Prison block, just a couple of minutes late.





REED



He’s already gone.

John walks in.





JOHN



Not necessarily. 

EXT. NEW YORK CITY- DAY


A newscaster is facing the camera… 






NEWSCASTER

Last night this city faced a terror that could only be described as other worldly, that attack was led by the so called, Mole-Man who has recently been handed in by the Fantastic Four, he will be serving out his life sentence in jail.  Still, the whereabouts of Doctor Doom’s location is unknown.

EXT. LATVERIA- TOWNS

2 months later… 

Now we see Latveria, torn apart by constant turmoil.  No longer the bright town it used to be.  In the back on a hill top we can see a gigantic castle that looked to be direct from the Middle Ages.

INT. DOOM’S CASTLE- CHAMBERS

Inside of the chambers there was a room with a wooden desk and chair and two windows behind it looking out over the dry waterfall.  Doom was facing the desk when all of a sudden the door behind him opens. Victor was wearing a green cloth poncho which opened up below the head area.  It looked as though it would be used for some kind of ritual.  






VICTOR




Richards… 


Victor turns around to face Reed.  Then he puts his mask on.






DOOM




I expected you would come here soon.






REED




Your time is up Doom.






DOOM




My time is never up old friend.

Reed sends his arms towards Doom, Doom easily blocks his arms and he swings under the arms and towards Reed- he stabs him.





DOOM



As I said… your destiny was to die.

Doom whispers into his ear…





DOOM

But, I will grant you one wish Reed, before you die… I was the one that sabotaged the mission that made you who you are today.

EXT. DOOM’S CASTLE- ROOF

The roof was an old century type of roof, Doom climbs out on top of it when he sees John slowly walking towards him.





JOHN



You’re not going anywhere this time Doom.

John runs towards Doom and his hands burst into flames as he punches Doom’s mask repeatedly… Doom quickly pushes John away.  And then he drops to his knees, his hands feel the mask and it’s burning… Doom screams out of agony… while Reed climbs back up to the roof and looks towards Doom.





DOOM



It can’t be.





REED



I’m a scientist remember?

Doom closes his eyes… 





REED



Game over, Victor… 

Reed takes the mask and throws it away.  

POV. DR.DOOM’S MASK


The mask lands in the grassy fields.

INT. NEW YORK CITY- CHURCH

We see Reed Richards standing next to Susan, it was a wedding- Susan was in her white gown… Reed was in a tux.  The audience was filled with many cameos, including Daredevil and Spider-Man, and Iron Man.





PRIEST

And do you so Susan Storm take Reed Richards for better or for worse, through sickness or through health…






SUSAN




I do… 






PRIEST

I now pronounce you husband and wife… you may kiss the bride.


Reed and Susan kiss.

TRANSITION TO: BLACK SCREEN, THEN ATTICA

INT. NEW YORK CITY- ATTICA ISLAND

We see Victor sitting on his prison bench waiting there, the camera slowly turns around him and we can see that the mask- once burned had scorched it’s metal scrapings onto him, scarring his whole face into that of a living corpse… most of his face was rotted away with scraps hanging off.





DOOM



You haven’t heard the last of me, Fantastic Four!










[FADE TO BLACK]

[Note: Credits play to the song BOOM by P.O.D.]







